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ThanK you for your letter el12 July 2005 in rcla~on to the Leg;]I, Constitutional and 
A<imjnjslr'-"~\le Review CommHtee's inqu<,), into young people's Mgagl!ment in democracy 
in Queensland, 

The Inquiry ;'s an important fir:;t step in identifying strate~ics 10 increasc the engagement of 
a" young Queensl'lI1ders with (oflna! democr",tic procflss,"s. As such, (Ila ill1lli,), 
represents an important opportunity 10 investigate the specific Circumstances impacting on 
the engageme'lt of young Irldigenous QueEnsl"",j"f!» dnd bu~" 011 the cOllllnilteE's 
previou~ work n thts area - Hands on Parliament: A parliamentBry committee inquiry into 
Aboriginal and Tones Slrdil J,;1",,,tler ptiupltis' parlidp",/iun ill QU<J~"sJa"d's d~mu(;ra!i<.: 
processes (Harods on Par~ament reportl. 

Thc Indigenous population IS P"l"!latlvely young (77;> per t.enf ;,re in thP'! 1 7-24 yp.ar~ ;'ge 
group, COrlll-l'''.,.J lu 18,2 per cent in the non-lndig9flOUs popvtation). Ind,genous young 
people are also ~kely to he morP. prnlnlH1dly atfectp.d hy lhe factors identilied in th/' i"'l(liry'.~ 
discussiul1 p<lper as contributing to low levels of engagement than their non-Indigenous 
cOlJnterpl!lrt.~. 

In ",ddition, ma"y )IO<Jng Indigenous Queenslanders also contend with the following. 
• The reiatiIJely low pnorlty arr:nrdp.<i (1 rl~m:>Cratic participation in lhe filc;e 01 dearly 

i[J","tified JBllels of Indigenous disadvantage, induditig high rates of mortality and 
mortlidity, po\lerty and chronic social problems. 

• Greater feelings of a~enatlOl1 and p.xr.IIJSlon tram main.'lt"",am potitit.FlI rrocP'!s~p.,o;, 
including ill >;,-,nle cases a profound distrust of government and its institutions. 

• ! hp. ;,mbivalence of many p"rents and Elders toward~ mainstre<lm pdilical prOCEsses. 
• Poor Irteracy levels Brtd a IIIrk of lJo1r!P.r~t~n<iing 01 ha~ ;c. f'nrninlP.nt ,md \I,-,ting 

proc:edur ,,~, 
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• The ''''Pilct of trilditional ~uthor;ty structures on young people's p<lrtOr.iPlltl(ln In 

commJl'lity-MGcd civic proccssos where Elders r<ltMr th3n YOUrlQ Daopie ~r8 the 
l>'irTl<HY !)"rtid~)dn!s. 

• The hghl!r proportion of Irxligenous your>J people livirlg in "JrFll/r"'m:)t~ llIeas aM troe 
effcct of gcogr<lphic isoi<ltion on young people's engagement wit~ formal demu("T;;(ir.; 
pn)u",~e~. Hw;eve., in this regard the committee should note that while geogr~phic: 
isolation appears 10 be a factor dctnmcnl<ll~ impacting on Indlgcnol.~ young people's 
erry;;yellle[ll with ,t;;l~ "IIlJ feu.,,<II !)roces:;es, YUUIl>! I)",U>-'I", fmm i5~ated areas MI! 

more '~ely to part.opate ill local govemmer'lt and eommurlity-ba&ed civic processes 
1!1~ll their urb<ln l()U"t ..... p"rt~_ By {;uIlLrd"t, lI,.,i, ""b"l\ (..'UuIlLer!)d,ts are likely to be 
d:se%,llged trom all four avenues of civio partieipatKln' state, federal and klClll 
yoverlll1JellLs ",>d con""ur,iLy-l>d~eu_ 

II1 thi" ccntsxt, the committee milY wi~llt(J lonsider Hie imporlilJ'K'e of Ule folluwing malle,-s 
In dl'v .. loping i!.~ r,,~omm .. nli"liI')M' 

• ~clmowlcogirlg OJ1d being rcsporlsivc to thc divcrse rnllgc of circum5t<lIlCOS nnd 
experiences of tndigenous youth, indl.lding specific cultural ,md socio-ecOI-.c.<TlOc 
issues impncting on their lives 

• recognising that particip<ltion in youltl-specific or commun ity-bassd civic <lc(iviti"" "'dY 
~ad to IllCreased partlclpatlOl1 In formal democratir. pror."'S~I'~ and therefore ought to 
form pilrt of ;;ny Iorry_t"un slr"teyy to illll!ruv~ deJIIOCriollic ell9"yern~nt 

• io1entifyina ways to bu~d on the participation of IrKligenDlIs young people in -"om .. 
areas of the state in locsl government and community-based civic processes 

• I.lsi'l9 ,po<t as a mechanism to encourage great",r iev"ls of civic part cipaHoll, 
including usillQ young Indiger.ous sports person8Iitl"'''' 11'" ' '''mbIl5~adQrS' 

• ensurtng that current engngemerlt mechanisms, such ns th<x;c being implemented m 
respon3e to releval')t recommend",tions of the Hands 011 P~r~ament report, are 
meeting the rleeds of IrldigenoLls young people and <lre. in f<le\. rcnching tMse young 
people 

• identilyillg how existing mcch<l~sm5 can be linked to broader initiatives focuscd on 
youth development and the creation of soci .. 1 capKal 
e n:!>U;lrog th",11I11 dep"rtment.. with r""ron~ih.ili ... , 1.--...- rl ~ "elnping f'<'~ci "_~ ",r"JM 
youHI issues make genuine and appropriats sfforts to engage with YOlJrlg people 
about thi'! i~"'1J"'5 that impllc:t 1')1') th .. ir I"' .. ~ 

c<lc:h 01 these i%ues is disClls3ed in more det",~ in Ihl! att.,.;;hed issues paper, which has 
been prepared by the Departmef1t of Aboriginal ,md Tones Strait IslJndcr Policy (OATSIP) 
I hope that the issue~ paper provides the committee with an initial frame of reference for 
further inquir~s into thc specific issues impllctillg on IndigenolJs yOlJng people. 

The committee moy lllSO wish to consider lhe relevance of Partner8tilps QI;eellsiBnd" 
Future direcliOlls fralll<"wo!* f,x AbOl'iqillal .. nu T Ulles Slmil /si;;nuef Pufi(y in Que,msi<m(i 
;2005-10 (pa,1nerShips Oueerlslafld) to this i5SIJe. As nlltti"..,t1 rr"'vin\J~ty. ~ rellltiv .. lyinw 
priority;" d{;WIOOU Lu u~mocratic participillion by Indigef10US YOI.Jth in the face of clearly 
identified I",vel:<! of ~ 1')r.ln-"'r.l')nomir: rlk,,;lt1wmlB<Je PClrtnerships Queenslarod represel1ts the 
g<Jv~rnment's commitment to addressing that disadvantage nod i~ <I criticol component in 
provirling Indigenous yOtl1g people With the 'space' they need to involve them5etve~;11 civic 
activities. Furtr.cr inform;]tiOIl on P;]rtncrslllps Queensland i3 set out in my forthCOming 
re~po"~e 10 the com lT1itl ee .. bout loo i mpl","",,-,ldliv1. vI yvv""" I ,.,,,I'~ "'''~C)''~" Iv 11 '" 
H<lnds on Plllli~mcl"\l report. 
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How,",v",r, in me context 01 thi5 inquiry, it is worth mentioning that PMtn"r~hifl~ Uue"n3land 
also recognises the critiC.:l1 importnnce of developing social capital, This is reflected in 1ts 
adoption of community erlgagement mechanisms, such a~ negoUation tab~s arld 
commLJnity justice groups, as the preferred way far goverrvnent to engage with Aboriginill 
,mu Tunes Slraillslander peoples. The first young peoplas' nsgotialion t .. ble wa~ helu if< 
l:lonc1l'!h<'!rg on 14 November 2005 and represented an important step i" s .... king th", views 
of Indigenous young people In that region on Issues that Impact on their lives, 

These initiatives need to be supported by action aeros~ the whole of government to support 
and encourage Indigenous civic participation in formal and infollllal settings and at all levels 
of government. Therefore, I trust that the matters outlined in this letter assist the comnlrtcc 
in dl!!veloping ~5 recommendations for ~1ralegi<'!s to e",;ou,.,,~ all young QlJ<'!<'!!lslanders to 
exercise 1he fuM e)(ten1 of their rights and responsib~ities as citizens. 

11 you require any furth"r inforlllillion or il.~~i~lil"CO'! in r"lalion to Illis Ill" 11",,-, pi"'ilS" contact 
Mr TurlY Dreise, EX8cutivs Diractar, Strategic Policy and Partnerships Direclor<lte, DATSIP 
00 3224 <'~18. 

Your3 ~inr."'l1'!ly 

JO 
1'.';( ister for Energy and 

/~i i5ter for Aboriginal and Torres Strait Isl,mdc-r Policy 
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C;'~;c Parl;c;paticn cf A!>cr;ginai and Torres Str.ril is!and", youth t.., QI'""n"land 
-Issues for consideration by thi! Lilgal, Com;titu\ional and Adlllinistrative 

Review'5 inquiry into young renple'~ engagement in democracy in Queensland 

1, M"thodology 
There is rIO Db)eetive data. on Illdigenous enrolment ::md voting patterns. Therebrtl, 
lhi~ ~"pl!r r",itl~ O;Ixdu~iv~1y un infolmation provid"d by lhe region20 cifices oIll-w! 
Department of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Isj~ndcr Policy's (Di\TSIP) to questions 
pl~p«n;d by DATSIP'~ Su~I"~i,, Puli~)' and Partnerships Director"le. A cCflY of the 
questions addressed to regional offices is inclUded ot Attachment A, Responses 
WO;IrO;l rtICeiv~d frurll ,,11 DATSIP '''''l >:'",,,1 offices, 

The PJper (Weren~ates between the following forms of civic pi.lrUdp~Iiun­
• formal 

enro l ino and II(lting 
other formal government and par1iomcntLlry mecMnisms (e, Q. Queensland 
Youth Council, youth p"rliiJrnenls, ele) 

Informal 
Mechanisms thilt provide Indigenous your.g people with oppartlll1ities to get 
invol~cd in decisions tMt ilTlPDct on their lives (including community, regional 
or stJte-based mechani5ms). Such mech"nisms c"n b~ Indigenou5-spedfic. 
(c.g, negotiation tol)jcs) or lxood b:J~d (e,g, ~itical p.:trtles or interest 
groups), 

2. Contlilxtual i .... u .... 
Voices and Votes lJl~CU~~IOr1 I 'aper 
• The discussion paper does not address ltle specific issues impacting 011 

Indigenous young people's engagement with democralic processes, Ilnl" cioe.s It 
acknOWledge that mal1Y of the factors idenUfied as contributing to low I€vels of 
I'nrclmf'nl, voting and P<lriicipfltion '"'' likely to h" mm" rmlollnrJly tell by 
Indiganous young people than their rIOn-lndigellOlls counterparts, 

• This omi$~on on the parl of the (jj5Cussion paper may rc3ul t in Indigenous young 
peupiO;l fwli-'lj 111,,1 11"" irlq uiry its .. 1f is m .. ,-g iroalising Ihei,- experiellGe5 As SlJ~h . il 
may add to perceptions of exclusion and deter IndigcnoIJG young peoplo fmm 
dir..clly ' ~ ~f',-",u;"{llu lh .. in'luiry, 

• In relation to this laller point, it i~ noted that the e~<lmple 01 tM WUd Rivers Bil 
provided on page two of the di~CUS5ion paper, could be regarded by scme 
Indigenous young people, particularly in the Capc York region. as InsensiUve 
given the imp«ct of this legisl«tion in that regiorl 

• I1 should ~Iso be noted that much of the rese~rah undElrpinning the clisCJ~siOlI 
flaper is hased on surveys 01 Year 1? students Given thf' limi t"rl nunlt,"'r~ at 
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander young peo!)le it13t stay in education until 
Year 12. ! C,'IIl be assun-.ed Ih«t rese«rch will have had little or no Indigenous 
input. 

• Young people were invited to make written submission5 er respond directly 10 the 
inquiry by cmail. Agotn, it C<lI1 be a~3umed thm these respol1se mechanisms 
may di,proportion<ltely disadvantage Irx\jgeno\l!. young peap" given, on 
.:wcragc, their morc limited <J.CCCS3 to cmail <lnd grcater proOjcm3 Wllh lileracy 
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Relative you:h of the IndigenDU~ population 
• SIll t:stlr.S ~how that <' I _<' per (,R.nt of Indgenous 0 ueen51anders me bclwecn the; 

ages ofl2 and 211 as compared to 18.2 pllr cllnt of lhe flOIl-IJH.li<j",,,uus 
popt~ation Givl!n lX'Puiation growth patterns, this diHerentilll is nnIy likely to 
grow, which suggests [hot thcl need 10 address civic participation rates fOf this 
cohort is only li~ely 10 become more pressing. 

Diversily of drcumstances and e~Deriellces 
• Tile cirCl.lm;tances and experiences of a yOtJng Abo.-igin<ll person in lnala wiji be 

diHerent Iram the circlJl1stances and experience5 of a )'oun~ Aboriginal pcrsOI1 in 
ur*" u[ IIle si<lle's D"'\ld uf Gr<lrr! in Tru~t (DOGIT) (;Ulmlullilies, and different 
agarn from the clrcum~tanC<'!s and experiences of a young person growing up ir1 
Ihe T orre. Strait This divlirsily of cir(;urTlsI"rlC'" ,mu ",,,plili,,,,,,-,,, nlieds to be 
tak~n int() ar:ooLlnt in dt'w~lopif1g ~ftp.ctlve strategies to r:ombat low rates of civic 
participation 

• That bein;l said. there appear to be certain core issue5 tlla! impact on 
P"" lidp<lilOll , .. 1"" <lU us, It!\! ,l<lle, wilh <;\llt .. i" ",x'-"'I.ll;vm; irr ,,,I .. lion to 
participalion in local government and cOITYl1unity processes in more remote areas 
Clnd the DOGIT communlHes. These issues ilre dis(;ussed in ssdi<.>!, 3_ 

The rote of in'orml orocesses 
• As obsel'led in the discuss ion paper, it is also reasonable to expect Ihat 

Indigenous youth arc more likely to become en~aged in formal democratic 
processes if they are already involved in info.-mal processes ~t the Iocallevtll. On 
this ba:;is, DATSIP considers that klng·term strolcgies to improve; demacmtic 
participatun ought la: 

in the first InstallCP., ask Inrhgenous young people what issues they would ~ke 
to have a say in and how they would ~ke la have that say 
use the results of thal consultatiolllo develop a range of 'llihole-of­
govemment initiatives that prollide Indigenous young peoplc with positi~e 
opporiunities to engage in illfonmd c~izensllip adivities in relation to issues of 
pLlrticular concern to them. 

Cultural issues 
• Traditional authority structures. undar which young people are e"pactad to dafer 

10 'Irlers. may limit the opportunities for Indigenous young people 10 participate;n 
many community-based civic activities. 

3. Core issues impacting on participation 
Democratic p~'ticipalion i~ a low ",iu~i!Y 
• 1-0{ rn!l.ny Ir'1<1iO"""us youth, issues such a_~ family violence, hnml'leMne~s, crim .. 

and substance abuse are problems they face everyday, These types of issue5. 
where Indigenous young people are signiHcantly over-represented in the juvenile 
justice system' ana constitute 24 per cent of all ch~dren in care, take precedence 
OVer democratic and civic participation for many Indigenous young peopll!_ 

• Howev<lr. it should be noted that this phenomenon is less applicable to ,he 
activities of local government and community inslitutions in rurat, rerno(~ and 
OOGIT communitics, Within this COI1tCXt where familylkinship relations underlic 
local political processes, Indigenous youth lend to take a mo,-e aclive inter<lst in 
local civic processes, On the basis that there is a clearer and more aired link 
between i"di~KJu,,1 ""d (;Ulullunily inv(Jlv~n"lO!nt and out(;am~s (e.g, Wllefe loc,,1 
governments in lIOGI1 r.nmmcrnifi~~ !'Ire th .. rrimary servir:", rrovic1I!f~J_ 

1 111 the 1 0_14 W.l~ 9' WC+', IrlClill'" lOOS ch. klr"" ;oc~Gunl fur a~~roxim"(~y 60 ~..,- "er~ of ail 
c'hHdren in the juvonil9 !USftC9 system 

2 



• 8i C0mpali~Lln, t:105E I'GUI"" :"c!;genou~ Quc",n!!ar.Cl~rs 'NhO :~_'e '" ur~"r 
centres (ant! who constitute a mlljarity within this cohort) appear to teel as 
~~"'I'''\oHJ fl"'" tll", ",-,tiviti~:; "I tll",i, i<Jcdl governments ~s th~y de from stale and 
t",rl",ml pnt,tt<:~ 

• I1 ~huuhJ <lIs" ~'" lIul<><.l 11",1 "'''!lY Inuilj(!ll<.lus young people appear to xioritise 
rnvolvAm"nl in _~rortitJg Flr.tivitr~,s rw/,; r (lVl~ partiCipation 

• H~vi[)lj ''''<j<,,,J lu Ih~ f()p"<jui"<j, ([, .. ," wouk:J appear to t.;, utility in developir.g 
~traIP.g,~~ that bt~ld on the partl~lpatlon of Indigenous yaurlg peoplc in some 
areas of llle slal~ in 10lal \l<.lvw,,,,,tml ~,xJ ,'UI'" "UII ily-IJOIsed civl C proces'>es ",rod 
thp. inl~~~t Ilf m~ny Indlg~nous yOlJng people in sport. 

AliMationlcrnicism 
• With 39 per cent allndigenous Queenslandcrs livirlg in rurJI, remote 0' very 

''''T Ide ~ I ~<n;, <Ji~la "W II urn ''''g[lJlldl umh flS is a major contributing factor to 
Indlg~l1ou5 y~uth feelir.g alienatEd from dEmocratic processes at the s:otc Ond 
f",deral level5. 

• Howcvc', morc dircct couscs of low votcr crvolment and CiViC partlClp;:;UQn In 
IndigenQU~ 101)"9 people appear to includE: 

fEelings 01 marginalisation as distinct peoples \\Iithin mainstreJm political 
I-"U~t!~~e~ 

the j~il'Jre 01 main~jrp."m pnliticAI pmtp.~~M III addr"'~~ IS:'lUe3 ot ongoing 
ccncem 
a deep-sested distru,>t of government and its institution~ 1\(i~ing oul of 
historic~1 pr~ctice5 

<lliell~tk!l1 frUIT' the .. "tiviti\lsipuky ~"nwI I'S [)llh" '''diu[ pd' li"s 

• It should also bE bome in mind that Indigenous Qucens1andcrs werc, prior 10 the 
1965 citlLensilip referendum, denied stale votil"\9 rights, Thi~ has meant that 
m<lny Indigeoous youth do not have the benefit of. or rccclvc only limited, 
encoura.g~rnenl and advice on politicalmattEfs from th~ir parents and Elders 

• The dErriS<I 01 the Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islandar Commission (ATSIC) 
mAy "I~o hav", def"pf>nf"(l the rer[:l'ptioo among Indig"nnlJ~ youlh th~t 
mainstream poliHcal parties and institutions do fl<Jt value input from IrnJigenous 
people alld thei, representative bodies. The ~bolition of A Tf,lC hFl.~ ~I"'" hMi th~ 
effect of 'emoving those ATSIC regional cOUllcillors who were positive rola 
l11ooel5 for your.g people in lheir regions and a source of encourasem"nt ~o 
getting involwd in political processes. 

• FEElings of 81IEnation and cynlcl~m arp. alw often oomiX>Unded by the acli~ns 01 
tlltJ media, whid, eil~'tJr does not cover issues uf cUllcern to Aborigin<ll df,(j T()Ire~ 

Str~it 1 ~ I~nctt"r Pl"llf!l"~ nr whn, in th",ir r~rorting of 'lt1(jigl\nolJ~ ~ :'llJe:'l', 

perpetuate negaUvB cuillJral stBreotypes. 

• It is also .... orth noling that alienation and cynicism \\Iill bE reinfofC~d whenEver the 
'[<lcO!' card i1; played it, politiCal processes in other jurisdiclkJIIs or ~I tt,e fed~ral 
levt"1 I hi~ wFl.~ argLJi1hly th", ("P;s .. wh",n, for !'xi1mrl"" Ih!' p<>Iitir.1l1 ~nct m~(ii~ 
storm fol4owing the Wit; native title decisiOll resulted in the 1998 amendments to 
Itwo, N"liv" Title Ac/199J Brod de~very of 'bucket loads of e~li"!Jllis~ent·, 10 
Indigenous people across Australia, Indudilig Queensland, 

"A len" u~«d ' , 1997 by (1,,,, (I'~[l D"~u\y Prim~ Mir'",\~r, Tim Fisdl"'-, 1,,[J~s~roblJ ;t,~ 
proposad affacts or the legislation 



:"Sufhoc,,' II.fJO'oI.1ed:;elller i!9' 

• In a n umber ol ''''9I0I'l:\ 11\1:\ was Iden\lhcd as lhe ~ingJe mosl sfgniflC<!l l1t t...Jrne. tu 
Il'lCIigenoos youth parlid~llng inUI;trlll'>',ldlic proce$$e:i_ In this ' t'9&rrt. il l:i 
I.Iru.ierslood tha t. in wrne ara ll$, IndlOeoous youth who <1tklnde<:\ 00111'19 booIn~ 
ror recent IOC<l I, s\ale and redGra l 9lectlon~ di0 nul under$IClrd In;!lt 'l1e)' rl('P.<1~d 
t[.) ",lrol f.-sl and required assisl ance- to fill oullhe ballot 

• 11 is understood Ihol many Indigenous youth .d Ih", rllC:tlr1t state t'!ectiOl1 had no 
~nowl\l0g", uf Ih" mainstream parties' policy plattorm~ i'lnd al OC8teCI tt\Cir vOles 
~ ,mr-Iy nn Ih ~ baSiS of knowmo ' the candida te ra ther tI1 an 6UPP[.)llirl ',l lhotir 
poli dB~. 

• t hIS raises ohvrous quc~OtY.l about !he Impact of poor st.nJ.uUs ullito!l' a<:y on 
lhe ",:'.ily uf peu!'1tt to mealllogf'ully e>«!<Clse !:heir cihMnoVllp enllllen16ll ts Gnd 
>ldequacv ana re8Cfl of dviC$ C<1ucatioll being tao.qhl i n schoollO. OATSIP 
wll~ idl'r ~ 1I." tll • ..se Ill;tllel $ should be raISed "",\h Ih .. t1t:p",t1menl of ECluwtion 
3I'II1 1he Arts n me CMtext of me commil tee's separate inqu'ty II1 k.1l1~ 
implemtl'llt<ltiull ul 1\ ... ~"'l1nmenl's tespoose tu toe I lanrl~ n n t 'arliemen: ,cpOfl 

• I1 is also SUggC3tCC !hot lno commltl~ raise wilh tha Au~Ir<l liClll and Ove-ensland 
...t ~~ lur<l l Wl11lllissioll5\he need to ensure that e!eclnr"" ~duca~on C9l'!1:)!1illl1$ are 
aler1 to these issucs i1 ,m effort to cnsl.fe that Indigenoos )'QVl" <1/11 i., oil pO$itior1 
Iu 111<11<.", illf[)l,"<;<d cll(l ices; wl~n exercising their delTVlr.r,,-,iie rlghlS. 

• School visits oM community meetings by kx;al, ~tat .. a,ld fei;leraj memt:rers, 
whe<"e their ro~ a s members I)f PI'I . lillrMnt and relevant electoro l proC(!sses 
oou kl De explail"lOO ami disouslOed, Is another actiurl U, .. t could 1:>!1' taken to 
improve the em~t;:nd ~t iri(\lIl inn rates of InCllgenou3 youth. The regular 
OCCU'1'ooce of such visits outside of etoclufi.1 !,.y<Jf<S m ay also t.elp to reduce 
c.yni~m about stJCh "'sits, 

AdaQuacvJappJO""idt .... ",,,S 01 civics educiidi<:><> 
• As noted previOusly, IMt'I'>",." ~rglllfrcaol question m<lrt3 over the .lCeQuacy and 

reach of civics eduG3tioo being 13ught WI ~chuul~, 

• (;~rns have 8150 been raised oVcf the approp r1.:lteness 3no' rele~!II1Cu vi lh" 
curricu lum. 

• In 11113 contC)(t , OATSIP 5UggeSl& Inat consid9f~lion ne<!us tu ue !llvjn 10 
Teaching ci .... cs tluu,ati(,)/I a~ a subject in ih own right 
Supplementing school·baseCI in , !ta l,vt'!~ with r.amm.mily wcrk3hops 10 fe3ch 
young people who. I()' wI\:J tever reasOll, afij not attend ing !>tK:Ol1day ~ilool 
El:pallding civics edu~;,J(jUI1 tu ~ioll ii11Y schooh. 
En suring tll ..t civics educ.alion Is tau'Jht in " wEri lha t 19 re levanl lO AboIi9inal 
and Tarms Strait I ~(lll(l cr ~ung people. In this reg<¥d. OflhodoJ( \f;I;jU I;OQ 
1II~ltrods are ollttn ;'Iiilppo'opriate- and wn~deral:Jon nt"oos In tl-I'! gtvffl to Ihe 
adaptDn of IT'O'e 'hands on' <111(1 pr;x;tical le.'lching methods. 
Ensumg lhat civics education highrl',lh~ (lldi9l'JlOUS .,voI>K'1'Tlent ., C,Mc 
p~se5. (e_s W<Ne I t~ 1 Station ;t1Hl tM llart. pelnian) and tne conLrlbulioos 
01 Indigenous potitic;; t le3ders to Australian palilica! devlllop" lOJnls /e-.g. 
Nevik 6onoer, Edd'e Mabo, Ghll rie, Perk,,"I.~ . LnlMtJ" O'[Jono~ hue 011(1 Noel 
Pearson) ono' tne rccoodllotlon m Ovemenl (e _lI . J3ci::i6 Hugg'!II' .,1111 P,'I\(;cl\ 
Dotlson)_ 
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4, Adaquacy of ex,,,ting mechanism" 
• The committee has preIJioosly made recommendations rel<evant to iocrea5ing the 

partlciP8tion of Indigenous young people In thc slmc's dCmocratlc prOCCGsesJ
, 

• Implementation of the majority of tkosE' reconvn<endations is the re5ponsi~~ity of 
otncr gOllcromcnl dcp8rlmcnl3, Howcl/cr, in col!ducUng rC50arch for this inolliry, 
the f~lowiOlq issu!':!s vvem j,J!':!ntified', 

It i5 unclear to wh<J.t oxtent local govcmmcnts hLlVO rosponded 10 the 
recornrllendalion to estal>li~h formal ywtll advisory IlleChaniSllls ' 
r-\J rtoP.< C[][]~i<i"rRtion ~hOl.o 00 9OvP.f1 to "n s, Jrirl(J Ihi'Jt I lA I ~;II-' r~glOl1al 
offices Cire recognised as a key conduit for Inlorm3ticn from bne <lg(l(lcies with 
re5portsibi~!y for oXg~ni5ing regional parliamentary and aovernmer.l ev"nt~ to 
Indigenous youth networks in any gNen region. 
To tre e~tE'nt that regfollal offices were aware of oppol1unities to parli<;ipate in 
forrrol processcs and el/ents, i! was feltlhat more opportunitics nccccd to be 
provided, 
I he rl-lte at wh.::h en'<ting o~porltJnitil':~ i'Jr~ htoing t;lk~n up hy Indigenous 
youL~ is LIIlcle~r, Howaver, a signillcam del8rr8nt la th8 participation ()f 
Ind'geno!J~ youth r,.,prl';~~nti'Jliv"'~ !rnm mm"!,,, ;lr"'n ~ io !ormal pror."'S3e~ and 
eV8nls is being isolated from !hair family arn.l support networks. 
Ther~ was so~ concern that!ho! limited pool of young Indig...oous peoplt'> 
partiGipClting in ::>uoh cvellts can Icod to D 'tall poppy' syndrome. 
There wd S d Is() W, 1a'1 " Illd I IIl.,J Il l1l~y bll 11l(l1" !i I nit.,d U~pUl tu, ,itills [Of 

Indigenous young people from rural and remote 8{ea3 than their urban 
counterparts to participal" in fUnlldll-l'[)(;Il~s"s d'"j "v .. "ls. 
Of pmilculllr ,..onc~ rn w~r~ r.omm...nt" tmm on'" "'[]ion,,[ ol!K:'" th"t ~ Y""rl(J 
l"'ligefluu~ representative who recently a((ended a ragicnal youth council 
cond~mrll'!r1 it II~ tnk"ni~tir. IIM vowerl to relus,," any further reque~ts tn 
pariidpata in such forums 

• It should Illso 00 noted that many young Indigenous Oueenslanders' only 
e~perience of Parliament ,II1J C<lbill"( is,,~ u",,-ui( uUs."v",~ <It <I '"qiuJl<l1 
C;J.binct mecting or on school excursions to Parliamellt House in Brisbooe and 
Canberr~. While these e~p",ie"ces "''' mt!u b« ooliltl<>d, tl!BY <lJ<judby 00 lilll" 
10 increase !he knowicdge 011.'-;1'! mm p.nlhu,-;i"'~m of !lldi(JP.nl1lJll youth nr imnirp. 
them to participate i1 democratic process&s, CorN"'s~ly, th"y mdY in fact 
reinforce pcrCJJ~tior1s 01 alicllotion, c~ctusfon Jnd frrelevJnce. 

_\ RqcDmmGoda:ions 1.5,1 and 81rom Iho 2003 Hoods M Pm~DIl1ont rcport , 
In oddit,on, ptcase CoO!e OLX discu~~ian at CiVK;S edlJCotlOO ~nd ~ I"dr.ml "due"tion 

~"mp~igJ1~ in _"",tion :1 
" AI) excepl;",·, icJ<" ,lir,,,J loy U'''' '~~'-'I ",I cl. "clv, W~, d yuulIl ~vu ,,<eO '''''''' Lily lv, ""'u l.Jy iI'« 
Diamanlin~ S~~9 CourlC i . However, this was the only oxample 01 i1S ~ind 11 their rogion Ihol 
tn ey were owQlC of. Anotncr cxccptJOfl trom ft nei;t IlbDUrinc reQ on w~s the Spe~k Out 
InJtla!i"~ underll! ken by the Ilin~l1 inhmnk Shir~ CnLln61 
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• In.::l igcno-;:; specific 8ng3~emer.1 mSd1i11111i11l!>. :>1.'I.I1 ;,S nego~ illiCft tai:lies ,,"0 
...-un.nunity justice g'oups ha..e. to dale. rarely mnr:tlrw.d youth rclltC~cnlallves 

(~e seclion 2. Culural 1551Jcr.). Accordingly. considerailon IT\iIY I_d to be g iven 
10 tha a~lab lishrmll\l ul vuvU,·only fOl .... ns thilt prn",~ Iodiae'"<"l~ )'I"Iung people 
with opportunir ... _~ \0 r~m~ m :~ues that col'lC€rn them in <10 eftllJ'ooment wMrl;l 1I10;1)' 
fee l comfortable to do so. In tIllS conlll ~l, il i~ ,,,,\,,d th<lllhe firSI your'l(l poor""'~ 
negolie.tion labl ,., was h/:!Id in nlK1r1~herg all 14 November 2005. 

• In re!a~on 10 examplBS of 01111,11 Iyp",~ uf initiatives releva~t la the qLlestion 01 
broad a.,,;c pariiclpahon, ~ir.!'t r.,tlzens youth dubs arc CxpcctM 10 lorm youtl1 
management lealns as part of thell l.'tll1lfnul lily ublifl3tio<1!" Ekamp lo!s e~51 /It 
MOfflinqtoo Island. p,1m Island And ChIlr1t!f~ 100000efS These tei:lnlS ewe 
responsible (Of organising. runniflg and managing acIMl ills/fu" dioos that b'ing 
I~ __ yuulh from Iheir ~ion f"Iembe,s of these le.-. .. I1ff, orten involved in 
two-week cotr.oes in reg,onal conlres where IheV undefgo training ""d yuultJ 
"'aoJ .. , ,,I~ de....!oponenl A/lhough such in!li3ltves do no! """" ,nr.reased 
aemoClalrc parllClpahon as U"lCir focus. they 3r1ord Indigenous young ".,..,..,.'" 
val..,,,,,bI.., "WOO'!u"i'",ro I\) d~ebp lhai, ~dooorsn;.p slob ann O"tn tN! eonlidence 
required 10 partiCipate in cMC InstillJtionslprocesses. 

• There a~ a ~ignincanl ~umber of olhllrYOtJ!h n~v"'lopment. leadership and 
rc:silicncy·typc initiativo5 th313re COOrdinated and resourced IJY uti I!;!' lino: 
agenodes (e.g. lhe depa rtments 01 Commllnltie~ "nn rmrloyment and Training). 
In this cortlc~t. and given the pOint made previouSly', DA TSI? I;OIl~kll;"'; 111,,1 U1t~ 
iX>IlllTlittee should look al how prog.-~ms dorected ill y"u'h n~~lopmenl a nd 
Icodership C<ln be linked to exlctlng stale and feoorOlI initiOltivel> tl,~t .. 11# fucus.ed 
w lely 00 increil~ particip atio:ro in formal democrahc flnY.ftMft .• . A~ mentIOned 
Pfcviou::;ly in lhe contc)(1 or Indlgenous·specific engagBfTl6nl ml;lch<lllismlO, 
OATSIP oonsit,hl('l; Ihilt ther(;"s ,jl need 10 ina-ease the rea(:h ""'" rf!lo'!vlI~ of 
youth·only forums 3fld OIhcr meC03nlr;ms that specWical1y tar~ you lh, .. , 11,\ Ihat 
Indige-nws y<JUng people must be provided wilh '" 1'''' ' opl'll'>'1 .. nlUe~ to partlcip<rtc 
in such wccmnism&. 

• .. ny new ini'i:lh""'~ II'> r~lI l rn-n 10 Ihf!se fl1IIlIers need 10 be coordinated JCfOSS 
government 10 ma~imlse linkages and Impact. In <lLloJiliol\, IhllY I"IWO to be 
r.spc~;_ le th" in'.J"~ b<;oi<oO id .. "lil""rt hy Y"""!l Inn'O",rlOI'" 1""f\~1G t~msclvcs 
and flexible in terms or 3ckno~edgil19 young people's prererl;ll\~!;I~ loo' informlll 
setting~ and aft~ r·hourslweekend events 

• FundafllWllally. It is ELJ99Iisled Ih .. t all Ul;lp<lllm,,"ts wilh ,,,sponsibi~tie$ r~ 
rte-velopu->:J poIinl" .• Rrn,,1'I(j yl'>lIth 1 .• !lue5 maoke genLJlne and lIPprapr10\(i offDrtl: to 
el'1Qage I'.ith YOtIlg poople aboul the l\;~ues th,1l im(l«ct {X, t/' e-ir lIVes. 

o Th,,1 InniJ.term ~t,~t"tl;"'. I~ i,..,~rnv~ (l flmoc l~tit. ~"""~p ~lion oughl 10 ineolpol8tc 0 r(lfl~ ct 
wl1<lkl-of· gov.wlln\!f,l ",,!id~w.II",,' pl l!~ I\J. 1I'~~~I1U~~ ~(>UI"'9 people with pos it'lI~ 
QPportunit~s IQ e-'lg:Jge in il tQm'\JI cl!'~en$rHp actMl i<ls In raialio!1 to Issues of palti<:ui~1 
coocern to t'\em 
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~. Cor.ch.,~ l o !1 
DATSiP ;;u~f;I~ls til .. lll,e cOIlllllittee needs to fLfitler consider 1I'1e fo llowin<) iSSU8S In 
the cour~e of Its tn'llJlry: 
• the specJflc I!;~UC:; impacliflQ on Il'I(Jlgenol13 y{lung people, includi ng d~linc:ion s 

between tt>e c; irrurnsl«nces ~()U IU~l;fIi\l"(;f;lS u t Aliu ri~~ l .. I."'u Tu r'\!~ SI, .. il 
tskmdCl' young people arK! the dltrereot p.x[l"n,., nr.J':~ o t tnd1o,.,nOI I:\ yoIlf'I<) ["W"Ofl tj" 

tivi"g JIl .lrban amJ ' .... U' .... lIutf;l .... 1;1 .. 1> 

• the role 01 YOU!" :;pl'afk; ~M community-based a vlC actiVitieS In .,creEsing 
l"digl!ocuS pank;'paoon io for mal tJ\I" ..,..r .. ~(; II'U'-"'~~lo 

• 1'1r;N.' e;(I~Mg InformJI D;;Jrtii;lpOliorl preC~ ce3 and ~(eres (s can be used (0 
incrl!3Se engorgement wdh formal tJ"'lT1o(;"di~ pl<..><,;es~e~ 

• I3nsvringlll.lt engngcmant mcchOnlsm:;, :;uch as those beil'lbl implemented In 

,,,spoM e to H .. ... ds on Pa rti<l rnenl. are rOoje(i llQ ~'" ""~" oI lllui!lttll<.ll.l\i YUUIKj 
pooOIe 300 3re. in lact. rcoching lnose young people 

• KfentlfYII'Ig hoW I': n .. tmg mf'{'.hanisIIlS C/II n be linked 10 broader ini(io.Itive~ foc~ed 
0" youlh wvetopmllm and the creation 01 soaal caPit;)t 
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AtUchmgnt A 
Oul:stions addressed to DATSIP regional offi"ft 
• Do Ir.digenou~ yL>\l'~ JHVP!& in your region erYol and vo\e In ~ MI",;>rM local 

elechons? It not, wM! M~ !11 ~ maJOr reasons ID( their tock of onlj3Qeman: in 
these !orl'Mi democratic processes? 

• Are toogenolJs y"lJn (l I'lM J'lI ~ m vour region involved k1 othor formal 
jJ.3fUamentatY ar'\d gov9mmenl m .. char~~rrrs? Fur example, the Quet!rn!oland 
Youth C(xmcil . yD<Jlh parlialnl:'nI"IllIY1 !I.('.hoo1-3po11S0red atlend<l11CC .:11 reglo r>al 
parliomcnts. If not, What are some 01 the barrJen> tu the. i "volvel1lef1~ ;, thil!'Se 
types of activities? 

• Du local governments III 'fOtlI reglorr (including, but flul li",it8d to, Aborigioa\ shire 
and Island councik) provide oc:rportun.d.ie3 tor Ind~ young people to Input 
rota Ioc<JI goycmmcnl m.:l ttCfS? If so, hoW successful ate lh!!i;\:I IVV;,!s ol ;lIi6abvei 
;,\ te '''l'' of 9"'ttrng Indigeoo~}'OUflg peJPle involver! NOd d/O:lHe'ong b<'Jnefrt:; to 
both lne \'OU"IQ pcopJc ond thel' communities? 

• What other n""-",,,,oO,.,,,,, .. ~l~1 in "'-'u, ' ''91On IhlIl arc "uCGt!~fvl in pro..-lding 
Lrrd igenous younQ people with an opportunity to gel irlY .... I'I...J in doeI;~«lfl'S tllat 
imp<'Kt on their lille'? Thtl~e ·c,ti ...... n~h'fl oc!illtt~s' may include loco.l, regional or 
st3te-based mechanisms and can be ei ther lndigenous-s[X<oflC (e .g, negotiat>on 
tables and/or Indigl!ll'lOus leadership initi,liivf"_") or broad based (eg po ~aC<l1 

P;)rtics ;;md non governmental o~3n i sations advowti!1g on J)ioIIUo,;u lar issues). 

• An> IndioJenous yorrng fl ll!nplft In yntJf region more likely 10 be CI1IlOQcd in 
corrrnunily-basad clrtz8fl6hip iICIiYlties r;..·oH"4-'a,t!d will, formal delllOX:ratic 
proc..-sses (i.e elYoImIII"It ..... (I Wltrng In state and federal elections)? 

• Has (he delllise Q/ Il'a Ai.oorilli"a l and Tun .... Slrait h;l,,,,de' ConvrIISSoon h.!orI ;toy 
("I' !lCemibie etfP:ct on In(bgenous young people's attiludC$ ID. or p3l1lelp3tion in. 
furmiilllk'mo\;'alic J)l UUI':.,,;o,t~ alldJUI' citiZ"lnshlp ac1ivi!;"" in yoo.or ' e.:J,on? 

• 13 dvics cducotion in sc:hool!; having any posi tive impact on !he ~!j ay.l;llll""'! 01 
l odigenolls j'OUng pecJpIe in either formal democrat.:; prOC~M"' ~ (f!nr()/nlen! and 
voting) or other citizcW'..t't!p ~CliYillc ~ ? If not. why not? ReaSOllli could ock.n.l .. th", 
course coot",nt 001 beinQ re~ec!ive of Aboriginal and Torres Str" ,t !~ItIMer 
peoples' experiOflCCs WI!h !he stotc's democratic Institutions and/o' ch ildren 
.. k" .... d~ having dropPfld out of school before <;wics educatlQl1 'S ta\l{Jht 

• In broad terms. what 3re Game of the barrii;rrs 10 young pooJ)!e 1I''Sj'' f<;ng il) 

democral>;: proo;;esses!citinnsnip ac.hvitie, III your r"'{J i<'In? r~el!l:K:r1 9 cou ld 
Inctude early disengagement fr{)m educati of1. fif1a!lda1 con&lr ... l llt~ , fualj"qs o f 
hopele~snes5 Of marginaliution. lad:: of in formation. tarJe n! p;vI'inttrUoomlT1Jlll !y 
enCOOfDgCmcnl ana/or CUllufo[ f~$\JCs (c g . cl efeni~ to Elt\ef$ In DartlcU~r 
situatuns). 

• In YOUf opnion, W7\OI ~orts at ~tr~iC~ would be mosl ef1ed ive In incn asin\j H'e 
i,)Y(!lvelllen l 01 Ai>ori!liual and To,res Strait Islander peopIM In democrabc 
pror-..e:'l..y' ~Cl!lZl'!n~h!p tretlVllle' lit me state and local leve ls? 

Regioll;'l l offices were ~I$O asked 10 p\lbJ i(:,~ thoo inquiry to YOUlh groups and 
networks in I~eir regioo~. 




