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The aim of {his inguiry 18 to make practical rccommendations 12
increase the nterest! and participation of young psopla In democracy in
dueensiand.

The commiliee wants to hear from young peopls, in particular, about:
what is needed in Quesnsland;
wenat will work;
what won't; and

What yau want to do or axparience.

Ve woldd also tike to hear from 2il people in Queensland whe have an
imerest in voung people, or In young pecple engaging in democracy

To help you 1o think aboul, discuss and respond o mattars raievant 1o
the inguiry, we have set aut below same:

issues; and
examples of strategles suggested or iried aisawhere.
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Educationfinfarmation

It is the jos of the Elactoral Commission Queenstand (ECQ) to ensure thal peorie
gnrol and vole at eleclions. To do thie, the ECC vees education and awarcness
programs (8.9, posicards, postors and 2ohool vists).

Wha! cowld the ECQ do better or differantly to got its mesgage across o
S youny people?

New [daeg

»  In 2003, Elvclions Canada parinered with Cable In tha Classroom 10 develcp a
naw voter aducation program for students, meluding a contest challenging pecple
aged 16 1o 18 10 crcats 30-second public service annountements on video telling
their paeca why the demaocratic process And vofing are important.

v The United Kingdom Elecloral Commissicn's ‘Do Politics” aims to gel young
rpeople involved in democracy. It may be accessad at: www.dopoltios.co.uk. 'Beo
Palifos’ conduets workshops and evens, and provides resources and training

across the UK for woung people.

v In Ausiralia, tre Yauth Elecloral Study (YES) found thal sume incentives weould
attracta first vole. Youny people said a tax break or the use ol promotlenal rock
concerts waould be the most effectiva Incentives, but there was alse somé Suppors
for thenotien that incentives should not be needed as voling ie & responsiiity
fhat comes with citizenship.
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Voter rcqiﬂuttan
In Australia, @ach person must complete an enralment form 1o registar tn vate.

'P How could the ECG make T easer for voung peapfe to anrol and become
w1 registered o votey

New ideas

* In 80me countrieg, regisiration is done by the goveinment 8o that people are
automatically registered when they reach vnting age. An international repori by
the [nsttute for Democracy and Flectoral Assistance, Youth Voler Paclivipabiun,

suggests automnatic registraiion by the government rather than h belrg 3 guty of
egch persen 0 enjel.

v Clher countries enable peaple to ragister at a paling station on election day, or
on=ling.
In Canada, Electione Canada identifioe poopfo whe Aave turnod 18 through

ifformaiion provided by, for exampla, the fax office and motor vehicle registers.
I he Chiet Electoral Officer writes 1o these people to ask them to confirm Lhal ey

ara ahgible to vote and consent o beiny incladed in the national register.
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Polllng stations
In Queensiand, poliing stations are usually Incated in schools or halis and are cpen
botwoen 8am and Gpm.

f% How could the ECQ make i easier for young paaple tn cast their vore?

MNow ideas

v In recent Canadian elertions, Elections Canada infraduged more polis in locations
to whh young people have easy accass, sich as near student residencos and
univarglty nelghbourhoods.

+ In Caneda, polling slations are ofgen for 12 hours.

v Delegations from the Australian Flectoral Cornmission and the Victorfan Electoral
Commission observed elecironic voting processes at elactions in the USA, UK
and troland betwesn 2000 and 2002, The delegations considered the different
optians that ere avaiable, their advantages and disadvantages and how ezch
opsion would sult Australia’s voling sysiema. 1he delegations recommendad &-
voling be made available to certain classas of voters including voters in Antarctica,
vaters in remoie locations, voters wilh a disability and overseas vnters (3gé
wyrw dec gov.au/ conionlwhatvoting/elecirenic reporindex him and

wyrw ase qgov.aud_contentwhalivoting/E-voting regort,pdt).

v A recent report ol the Victordan Scruliny of Acts and Heguiations Commiree,
Vigioran Eicotropic Demovrmacy, considered electranic vating. | recammencead
that Victorian elzctions should not be conducted remotely via mformation and
eommunicationa technolagiea 1n the near future, but identitiad tha tollowing key
advartages of remate veting systers:

- easy access for ravellers and disabled people,

- providing an interfaca for olher technologics such s screen readers, Braille
cumputers, magnifiers or altermative data enfry systems;

- alowing for the easy anrl cheap distribution ot ballot papers in ditferent

lanyumges;
- nslantansous processing, and
aliowing voters 10 access a wide range of other intormation while congidering
and casting their vote. e phe cphon A
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Advance voting

Currently in Queensland, il you can'l vole at your nearesi polling tooth un the day
of & stale vleclion, special arrangements can be mads for you to cast your vole,
such as by advance votlng in pergon or postat voting. These options are avallable
in onty seme circumstances - ter example, | you: will ke interatate on polling day,
have & disebiliby; ar can't vale an that day becalise of refigious beliefs. Forfurther

ielorrnation, see www ecr.gid.gov.au,

gj D0 you think more young pecple would vate if they could do sa al any time in
Q;. tha weok faading up fo an election, withow! baving lo mes! any spsciaf
™" condilions l¢ do su?

New loeas

+ Inthe UK, postal voting is available o zny efigible voler on request. A person may
apply for postal voling fur @ particular election, for a certain perled of tima or for all
future slections,

v Totaciitate voling, the atats government could declare the day of a stata slection
a publiz holiday ar schedule an sfection for & day other than a Saturday

v In (ulwe, i ebectionic voling were Lo be introduead, for example, it naad not ba
necessary ko have an 'elestion day', with all voles cast on tho same qay. Voting
could take place, for gxample, over an "elaction week'.
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Close of rolls
Cunerilly, after & state eleglion is ¢alled, people have botween 5 and 7 davs 10
registor to volo.

£ Do you IRk Young people could bo disadvantaged it thare was no apportunity
‘&L to ool after an election is celledy

Mew ideas

v Prigr to tha 2004 federal election, the Special Ministor of Stato, Erio Abetz
proposed thak

v the electnral rall be closed to new volers on the day the elecliun wrils would be
issued (usually the day the election is announced); and

v peodle wishing 10 change ther enrciment detmils be grven threa daystedo  so
This propoeal did not progeed as it was not supponted by the non-government
paries.
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Fixed siestion day

in Quesanstand, there s no fixed election day for stats slections,

A tixgd cleckion day could allew Improved civics education courses, mock-elections

and other sirategies encouraging young people's engagamant with etections to be 3

planned in advance {sea Milnar). For example, a fixed election day would allow
pivics educalors 10 plan and conduct their courses in parallel with an efection

gampalgn. .

Do you think improved civics education is a worthwhile reason far government
fo cansider a change 1o fixed tarm elections ?

New ideas
v inQusensland, elections for dll lucal government awtharities are ganerally held
every four years on the last Saturday in March.
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New voﬂng system

In Queensiand, 2 system of optional preterantial voling is used. Atast sheet about

‘OPY s available {rom. www.ecq.qld gov.au.

g Do you think young people would be more [ikely to vots i iha voting system
was changed 5o that candidates running on ceriaii fssues of parficular inlerast
fo young peopls wers more likely to ge! elecled znd lmve a voice in
parismant?

New ideas

»  Appendix D contains a revised version of a paper prepared fur an inguiry, Hands
on Fariamant, by the Legal and Constitutional Cemmittes of tha previous
Fariiament. It providas infarmation ahout our valing ayatermn and ways it might 5e
changed to provide more diversily in candidates wha might be elecled.

»  As in Queensiand, the voting aystem In the UK makas it very difficull fur
cantidates frarn minor parties to get elected. In May 2005, some 500,000 school
students in the UK voted in a mock slection to coingide with the general elections.
Thie sludents voted for the actual cendidates. The results showed that the
studenis were anracted (0 partigs which ran candidates on verlain issues; lor |
exampls. stucenis who felt passionate about the environment voted for the Green
Party. Despite failng to bave a single candidsia returned in the gencral eloctions,
ihe Green Parly secured 45 oul of & possible 349 seals in the mock alechion. '

+  Proportionel representation voting, which is used for Sanate alactions in Austrzlis,
provides greatar opnortunity for minor paries to win seats.
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Violing age

in Australia, yau must be 18 yeurs old lo vote. The minimum voting age In other
cuogriries ranges from 151a 21.

The minimum ages set by the law for athar aclivities a7a listed In appendix B.

-1% Should the voling age be fowered fo 17 or 16 years? Why or why not? if the
5 voling age /s lowered, should voting ar the fowerad age be compuisory?

Mew ldage

v In April 2004, following & project on Lhe age of electural majority, the United
Kingdorn Electorat Commission recommended that the minimum age for all levets
of yuiing in public elsctions In the UK remain at 18 yoars for the time being. The
UK Elegtoral Commission advised, however, that it expected to undartaks &
further farmal review of the minimum valing age within a further five 1o sewven
years. Il encouraged the government lo consider initialing 4 wider review of the
age of majority.

»  In 2000, a repont on changing social and legal framawarks lor young Auatralians
tound hat, despite some mterest in getting more invelved in thelr community and
in government decision-making processes, young pedple were quite refuctant lo
claim the right and respansibility of having the vote younger than at age 18, The
majorty (74%) of young peaple involved in the research eald that they werz not
reacly or interested in gefling Involved In formal political precesses sueh &3 voting
belore they wers 13. Their parcnis agreed, with a majority (61%) suggesting that
young people are not mature endugh and not interested in voting before they are
18, ard 1hel young peaple undar 18 have olher presswsas o eonlront and contend
with (see Carson, Fitzgerald and Ruche).

v  Compulsory vetng was introducod in Queansiand in 1914 and by tha
Commonweaith in 1924, Hesearch by Milner {published in Civic Literary: Howr
informed Gihzens Make Democracy Werk, University Press of New England,
Hanover, 2002) indicaies that the effect of inlroducing compulsory veling in
Auvsirzlia was to bring aboul a 23% overall incroase in voting,
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solucatinn

Edugation in schoals

in Quoonsiand schools, there is no subiec! called ‘civins education’ or ‘eltizenship
education’. Primary and secondary studends learn aboul dernocracy, including
parkament, governmenl and elections, in 2 numper of diffigrant sudjects. Studems
dlsu experfence demecracy al s¢hool, tor oxarnple through electicns for sehoal
coungil members andfor school leaders.

Educalion about demecracy
Audiiong) sducational opporunities relevent to demaocracy include:



visits 10 the Queensland Parllament, or 1 a regional sitling of the Queensland
Pariament, and educatanal actvities provided by Padiameantary Edusation
Services: ard

electoral education activities conducted by the Australian Elecicral Commission,
auch as schoo| visits.

For studenis

What waorked weli and whal oid you snfoy when you lsamt abauf or
expedenced demortracy i your school?

What more could schopls do fo encourage wou o value democracy aid
prepane vou so that you are wall informead and confident aboid ergaging in

demosracy?

For teachers

2

Henw dnes waty sahool approach civies aducation and practice democracy?
How cowld students be beller prepared fo engage in democracy?

Naw ideas

F

In previous ‘nouiries, the Legal and Constitutional Commitiee and the Lagal and
Constitutional Commitiess of the 4%th and 50th Parliaments have made
racommendations about civics eduestion in Cuesnsland, Similar
recommendations have becn made by many other Australian bodies i recent
years, A list of somae of these recommandalions i set aut in appendix C,

The Conslitutional Cenlre of Western Australia was established o encourage
people of all ages (o loam zbout the Wastarn Australian political eystemn anc how
to actively participare in it. 1t ofigrs displays on the Constitution and aspects of
citizenship end political histery, The Efectoral Edusation Cenlre is located wilhn
the sama complex, and pravides interactive programs aliowing peonle o cast a
vate, dseover the origing of demuocracy and understand how the volting system
works (See Www.Ceantra.wa.qoy.aufindex. htm). Programs, presantad in ways
which cngage yvoung people, are alao conoucted for school students visiting the
Centre. Teacher resource kits complement each program. fAeacurce boxes on
uarinus tapics are availabte to schanls in remote areas, In addition, the
Constiutionsl Centre has developed an 'Cut Reach Program' which involves &
natwark of incal peopla in rural and ramote areas of Wastern Australla providing
Qrograms to students 'n those areas. Some programs are specilic to indigenols
COMMLnities.

A Civics and Ciizenship Educalion website {which ingoruorates g previous

Hids Voting LISA' is a national non-prafit, nan-partisan organisation that teaches
studants ghout citizenship, civie responsibilily, democracy and political
participation. Togaher with clagsroom activitles, studanis are providad with an
opponiurity to cast a Mids Voling' ballot on edection day, and they vote an the
same candidates and issues as adolis. In 2004, 1.5 millian siudents urmned oot 4o
viote for prasidential, local and state candidates, Areas with a Kids Voting UISA
pragram have showed 3 votlng rate for registerad 18 yoar olds which is 14%
tugher than far nan - oarticipating areos. Ses wawy Kidsvotinguss.ora).

As parkof the Mids Voting U3A service, 'DoubleClick Democracy’ {ses

wnw. kidsyobng usa.org/Daublellick/intro.asp) was developed to sllow studenis to
participgie in an authentic voting cxparience using 4 web-bosed voling systom,
The onine ballots raplicatas the candidates and issuss adults vots tor, and provide
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students with practice balicis which have links 1o candidate bicgraphies and other
resourees, About 35 000 stwdenis panicipated during the 2004 presicentiad
electinns.

v Teans M2 Poltics” is 2 US-based wabxite which ofiers young people an
DppROTILNitY to participats in discussion forums on topics sueh as the egonomy,
fareign policy, general politica! issugs, animels and tha environment. Frovision is
also made for young people to contribute to discussions under the banner of 'ledt
wing chat' and righ! wing omer'. See www teensnZpalitics com/floramsi
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The Political Suctan and Politiciine

Folitica| parties
The 2004 Young Australian of the Year, Hugh Evans, has suggestad that young
paaple fesl shul aut of mainstream party pofitics.

The former Quaensland State Youth Advisory Counctl 10id the committes that tha
issues addressed by paolitical parties, padicularly ab elechion time, are dominated by
thoee ralevant 10 older paople and pur againg pupulation.

3] How can pofitical partles encourage poung people’s engagement M
s democracy? :

Mew ideas

v D Ariadne Vriomen, a becturer at lhe University of Sydney, researches young
people and pobtice, She wrltes that, 'The one ares of participation that romaing
tow tor young people, end indaed for most Ausiratiang, i membership of political
partiss, Rather than lahetling narty membership decline as apathy, we ooght to
see how unappesaliig polilical parlies have become. And it is up to parlies to
invaive a new generalion. This miaht net be by way of formal mambershlp;
inatead, partes might consult young peeple on issugs relovant to ther lives' [ace
Wromen).

b Inthe US, a natlonwids siudy of youlh altitudes found that young paople were
achve i therr communities Bt not concemed about pelitics. As an onome of
that study, a slrategy adoptad to re-connect youlh to demncracy is that, dilring
gleclion caimpaigns, e media olter youth-moderated candidate debales (see
Mational Asgocation of Secrotarios of State).



Bgliliclans
Many reseacch studies in Ausiralia and internalionally reveal that young people are
cynical ahoot the behaviour of polticians,

fi3 How can politicians themselves restore the faith of young paople in
i democracy?

New ideas

v Dr Ariadna Vromen says that politiciana only consider vourg cesple when they
oreseat & problem: thal young people tend to he talked ahout rather than ta ked
with, and that young people's perspectives are rarely included n public debate.
Or Viomen suggests byl whai is needed is direct evidence uf yourny people's
gxperiences and srguments based on such evidance [sea Vromen).

v Inthe Jnitad States, Canada and the Uniled Kingdom, where voting iant
compulsory, it has been shown that contact with political parties and candidates is
an impartant element of ‘get-out-the-vote' strategies. Following the 2001 British
general eleclion, the UK Elecioral Commission identified g lauk of canvassing by
politicians as a fkely rezeon for cissatisfaction (and Iow tWinouty amonda first-time
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Bsirng heard

YWhile young peaple may be wrned off politics as it cerrently oporates, many
studies and surveys have ound ihat young people are vary inlerasted in political
issues impartant o them. The challenge for governments is to engage wits young
people, andg the first thing thal youny peoole say s thal ey wanl (o be heand,

-" Have you ased any of the governmen! opporfuniies fo voice bour apmions
ae aboul issues? How effective was 17
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Mew ideas

v In Western Australia, the Clvies and Ciilzenship Unic [n e Dapariment of Fremisr
and Cabinet aima to enhence demaocracy in that state through civics cdusation
and tha promotion of an active citizensy. The goal is a community where zil
Western Australians are valued as citizens, where they play a significant role in
estiing polley priorites and whare they halp shape the naturs ol their society (ses:

Wi citizenscape. wa.qov.aul).

r B Aviadne Vromen suggests that, *Young people have & broad range of
pounomic, social, @nd political experiences’ and that we need o ‘create nclusive
forme of govermansge that recognise and hulld upeon diffgrant waye of making

communities. Those in power negd to listen 1o young poople more, and young
reopla's divarse views and enqenigancas need to be arliculated in the media” (see

Wrornen).
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ﬁj How o you think government shauld invalve young people in the decisions it
M mmkes? What melhods work hest for you — face-fu-face, wab basedioniie
methods or wiitten ?

Mew idass

» In 2003, the Commission for Childran and Young People was invited 1o pasticipate
in & commitice for the development O & sports and recraation fagility for yaung
people on Palm Isiand in Morth Gueensiend, The Commission underiined the
impnrance of the commiltee asking young people what ifey wanted. The issue
for the Cormmission was not so much “how do we involve children in the building
of thiz faciling” syt rathor “how do wio get the facility the children want?.

o In 2003, in Parramatia in Sydney, a Youth Jury presented young people with
practical opporenities b learm and discuss the diverse interests and congerns of a
wide variely of younyg people across e Parramatla region. Participants learned
about saameiork, negotiation skille and the powers of government. This enabled
them 10 form reglistic recommendations 1o suppor the necds of the oolleehve
youth of Parramaita.

The aim of the Youlh Jury was to asaizt wilh rdging racial intolerance and
culural diversity among young people of Paramatia.

The recarmmendations of the Youth Jury were aimed at key government and
sommunity organisations of Parramaltia,
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Taking action
Young peopie want to be actively invelvad in democracy. Voling at eleclions is only
one way of being inmvulved in 2 demeeratic society.

ﬁ Which of the following activities have you carded cut, or wovld you like 1o carry
== ouf?

-l
Velunleeting LJ 4]
Inifiating ur parlivipating in a iocat youth projset i) @'
Inilialing or signing a petition [ B
Attanding a 1aly or protest i) 5
Taking pan in A sirke . (4]
Being a momber of & golitical pay bacd { -ﬁl
Reing a mennber of 8 wade union = (]

) e

Being a member of a studant uni-:.n[:ﬂuur. r tw.ﬁc,ll.\",
Belng a membar of 2 non-govarnment i

organisation which lebbies government (e.g. The . td)

Wik lemimss Sociaty, Smnesty infemationad, - ;

Gresnpeace)

Contacting & politician or lecal government & ew

conneillon

Partiopating m a Youth Parfisment ) 7

Reing volved in 8 Youth Couneh = L)
X L

Heing involved in an organisation which seeks o
regrésenl e views of young peopls (@.0. Young
Augtrzllan Rural Merwerl

Young peogple say that in be sngaged in democracy they nead things such as:

¥

k

infarmaliv;

opoortuiitios o actively engage In democracy,
an idea ahalit what can be achievad realistically;
spates ' which lo mest and discuss; and

aceess 1o the internst, photocopiers, b,

What assistance or cnicouwragoment qo yob noced fram govemmant ta keke

<2t action sbout the issues you leel passionale abaiit?

Mew irdeas

8rispanc Clty Council nas developed "Visible ink', a websita which Allows young
people to have a say in the Council's programs. The webshe cordains informatior
ahout how young peopte can have their say, events for young pecple, knks 10

s



resources and a forum through which young pecpls can express lheir opinions.
The Council hes aise prowded young people with areas around Brisbane where
they can come together to meet and organise activites and projects of interest ta
them. These areas are accessible to young people and well resourced (see
wwravigible-ink.org/).

»  The Victorian Government produced a handbook for young poople on how thay
can create change in their community. The hantback provides suggeations on
how young people can get aclive on a project they fesl passionate abmut, and how

they can implement that projact (886 www youth vig.qov. suipdtea/ TYPSoooka pol)

v Tha Foundation for Young Australians is & non-profil organisation dedicated to
developing nnovative initiatives thal suppart and empower young people aged 12
@ 25. The Foundation provides seed-funding for ideas, proactively seaks co-
funding fo support initiatives and helps the recipients siructure theanselves o
ensurs long-term sustainability. Each year, the Foundation manages a poriollo of
grants tetating ahoul £6 milion. At least 25% ot toiel grant funding is dedicatcd to
initialives specilically designed to benstit young Indigenous Auslralana (ase

waany. voungausiralisns.org).
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% What role can familles and fends play in getfing young people aclive and
835 involved with domocracy?

Mew ideas

+  Tne Youth Electoral Study (YES) found that parents are regardad by yaung
peaple as the most Imponant soures of INformailen about voiling, Taelgvistan and
newspapers are the naxt most important, however young poople view these latter
sources with some sceplicism.
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9 i¥hat mafe can non-govemment foundsticns or cormmunily crgamsations play
EL in gefting young pecple active and involved with demaciasy?

New [deas

v The Inspire Fonndation (sed s inapite org aw) s 2 nafional non-profit
foundation which aims to create oppurlunilies for young Auskralians, principally
aged botween 18 and 25, to help thermselves and cthers. The Foundalion
acknawledges that young people want to make a positivo ditierance In thalr own
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iivag and in thelr eommunitias. Young people are setively invelved in the
devalopment and denvery ot all the Foundation's initiatives. One initiative,
*ActNow’, s A web-hased service shat will provide young pecple with infammzkon
and support on how they can become nvolved missues or causes in their

cermmuntly ihat they are passionals about,

+ VibeWirs Youth Services i3 & volunteer-based, non-prolit youth media and training
arganisation which provides young peaple aged hetwaen 16 and 30 with an anline
tarurn hraugh which they can access information on a range of topics, partcipate
in discussions with other young people and become involved in the exchanga of
information with other young people {see wuaw vibewire.net). Recentinitiatives
include ‘electionTrackar (see wawnw elsctionirackaernet/ot) which sent voung
pecple out an the campaign trail a8 reporiers in the 2004 Federal election. These
reports ware wlilised hy six radio stabions, 285 and ABC news.

v The US Ad Council is a non-profit organigatfon which produces, distributes and
promotes pubiic service campaigns on & range of issucs. A rocont eampaign,
'Fight Mannesuiniam’, fecussed on impraving youth ¢ivic engagernsnt and velsr
panicipation. |t involved television and radio ads aimead at getting young peopla
involved in issues they care about, volundeering and voting {see

www fiynimanneyuinism.org).

«  'Rock the Vote' iz 2 non: profit arganisation which sims to sngags young peopke in

the poliical process in the United States end draw attention tn iasues of concern
o young penple. It conrdinatas voter registration drives and ecucation effarts to
ensure young people exercise thelr right to wole, Youth cublure is hamessedin the
promation of its campsigns, many of which teature high profile celebrilies including
muslciane, actors, athletes and comedians. In the 2004 elegtions, 1.2 million
pagple wolk adventage of the arganiaation’a onling voter registration 1acility, and a
further 200,000 registered 2= apart of the Pock the Vote Bus Tour Aacrass the

country (see www rmekibevote cont).
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Guidetines for maring o suimistion

There is na set form for a submiesion 10 the committee. Submissions may be made using
the inquiry rasponse form or in the farm of a letter, a substaniial paper w & short
dooument and they may include appendices. Submissions may cantain facte, opinions,
arguments and recammendations for action. The mosl useful submissions are to the
paint,

The committee would prefer wiillen submissions, but will alsc 2ccept submissions on
audio tape. For written eubmigslons, typed of prinled text is preferable, though legible
hand-written submiasiona are acceptable. Mumberad pages and, for submissions in
excess ol 20 pages, a brief summary and a table of coments is aleo nelptul,

All submissions must include the name and contact detaile of the person making the
submission. Those making a submission on behait of an arganisation shauld irdicate at
what level the submissien has been authorised (eq sub-committes, preaident, chair, ctc.).

Pubtic ufficers may make submissions as private individuals. However, if sclerence le
mada [n 2 submission to their official posiion, it should alsa he made clear that 1he
submiasion is made in & private capacity. Submissions from government dapartments
should be authonized in agcordance with normal deparimental procedure,

Content and relevance

A submiszion may cover same or all of the 1asues raised in the responge torm. |t would be
helgful if submissions clearly stated which tssuas are being addressed.

The committee’s usual procedure is 1o publicly release and lable submissions in the
Legislative Assembly, Nul all submissions widl necessarily hs published andier tabled, The
commitice reserves tha right 1o not publish or table conlidential submissiens, ot
submissions which are irrelevant, contain seurrilous ar defamalory material, or are
otherwise nat suitable for publishing. The commirtce will inform you if it decides not 1o
accupl, or not to authorise the publication of, your submission.

Confideniiality

The sommitas ahampls o conduct Ils inguiries inthe mosl open way possible. However,
i you balieve that your submission (of pan of it) shauld not be made public, clearly wrile
‘nanfidential’ 61 each paga and, in & bricl covering latter, axplain why your subinigsion
should be treated confidentially. The cormmittee will then congidar your requast 107

confidentiality.

tinauvthorised Release

Onee the committee receives a submission, it becomes committee property and shouid
nat be published withoul the commince's authorisation. Publication of a subinission
without the committee’s authorisation means that thal publication iz not grotacted by
parliamentary privileye and may amourt to a eontempt of Partiament.

All submissions sBSGIE Bo SeRE 0 ar . ki
The Hesearch Uirectar S :
Legal. Gonstitutiona? and Adminig T .
Partiornent Houso, George Strast SRR o RN,
BRISBANE QLD 4000
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Submissions close on Wednesday, 30 Movambaer 2005

Fxtensions tn the closing date may be given. i you need more time to make a
submission, ur if you reguire furher information, contag! the commities's secretariat on:

Telephons: [O7) 3406 7307
Fax: {07} 3406 7070
Emall: lcare @pariament.ald.qgov.au

Copies of this paper and al! other publications by the: Legal and Constitutional Committes
are availabe on the Internet via the committee's home page at:
wn e ligimend, akd.gov.aufcommittees/ e galrew.him
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