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Vllic~~ and Votes: An Inlluiry hn o youlIl; people'& enl:~lt~m<:nt in J..."n(lcrll~Y ill 
QueCll~IRnd 

Vuulh Ad, oeac" Centre (YAC) ....... !tomes th~ opportunity to respond 10 the 
P. rl i:uocnbry Cmmmllcc i'lqlliry irlll) young people eng~ging in democracy in 
(.?"~cn,l~nd, VAC io interesled in f:{\Suring the p~r!jc ip:lticlll of Y01.ln!.l pcupk ill all 
~pccts of dleir lives, i1'JCI\\c\ing the d~mocr.tti~ pruc~ .~ . III p ltlj c~ l ... r VAC's 
!'.ubmi~jon addle"",,!; (ne j '~Uil of 10wC1;ng the vot ing age Il\d 1111': m J'f"n1 Y'Mmg 
people: WIJ\!k1 ,.::qu i, c to fully partit lpate In the dedorall'l'tlCC'!~. 

Youtb "dvocacy Centre (VAC) is a communilY legal centre wbith offers I~al anti 
welfare a!lSi31oncc to young people bc t~en the a&es of 10 :mll 17. li lt jf:uJol,avhical 
III"CII which the Centre sClViees is lat boc ly the Jlri.~tx. ,,,, ;,~ , with !.O,~ O((IIS;On;,] 

&..~sisl~lKe to young p'.:opl~ i .. ulli., ~t~;t:! of the slate. "lhe fJ.Illl l1'~ nf I;'e C:e ntre ' ~ 

lvork l""drlgel< [Will legal ad vice, r~prc'>Cnta!i01l, r rill<:..tifln, cnUI\!lelling. fam ily 
Tneui~liuJl, 'mtl 'UI'f".>I\ fVl fO\1<lf, p ..... 'rk ~n1<l1;d i.,"uc~ ~\leh ~C(lmm()d"tion, 
income. The Centr~ ~l~" parlieip~tcs in law and policy reform (lCtivilies. 

YAC~ mission stlltement i ~: 

To h-x:rea,,c yOlm~ people's acceu tu j~ ~l;~e b"lh l~gal and $<1Ciill by 5 po.'~ k ; ns ~"t 

fo,·, and Wp]X!rtillt\, rOUI~ p.oplt' lO that toc LOlIllt1llnily ;occcp1.. oollcctivc 
fcs]X!r .... ihil ily [OJ theL r ,mporUonce, empo\w:rmr.nt, . igh ..... well beit1t: (lnd humani ty. 

t\uy <l- hatc a hmll YOID I!: peoplc's inYOlvement i:l the demoCl"3tic prO<:CSI ~llU"kl be 
J'u:faccd by an assessment o f yount people's rights 10 p:,n i",i .,· .. h: in ~Oo:lcty mOle 
genemlly. Artid e 12 and J3 or the Unl1~d N"lion.~ C""l't:m;QII 011 I/~ /(iv.15 of thr 
Child (CROC) rc rogniscs tha t d, ilu,,,,,, and young P"OfJ!c wt.(I iln": f.~p!lhlc of 
forming hi! or !KT own vitw I!~~ th~ ri.-:llt eXpll'S5 those virW$ ~"ri the right 10 he 
heard in matters tlml ~ir~'C\ly impact ~POtl their Jives eROC ~\M rcc0!lni.o,c ~ Ihnt 
children ~nd )''''''')1 people have the light to freedom of e)(!"I!'\:~~i(ln including the 
rn:~Jom 10 'cd .... l.:cc)\'e "lid imp<'lrt illfnrm ~tirm ~nd idca~ through a YOtiely of 
lIK:<li llms. Y AC sup]Xlcts nny mlll~!JvC that incTcn~c:; the l""<wulT\ ~ ill which ,Ol,lllg 
))Cople' . iml~.~ "00 en"ccrn~ cnn he raised. The form~ l elector .. l procc~~ i~ 011" 
medl"" i<.m hy wfl ich young poople can incn:al'e the ir particip~lio lt b ,1c"i.iulI' 
~ffcc1illg th::m. 
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VAC ~UppOlts the j(l"""lnl::: of the voting njl;c to 16 yonT.~ of ag~ and gl.lppoli. the 
view Ih., V"I;n& ocI'wccn tlte age; of 16 and 18 ~car of ag~ slRmkl "ul k 
cnmllulw ry. Young people'; i Sli IlC~ ale often ig'M"",J b y th~ "b.oa<'<:r pohhcai 
~~nda. 'nds m.,y ~ ~ltri butabl" tu ~ bd;. u[ young people's \'OK:Cli ;n th~ 1',,1,1'<:111 
procesS. Ry iud",ji"g le; to 11:' )'c~. olds in Ih~ <:Ieel",.,, ' sy.Ucm, young p~lc's 

i.~ue~ ",e rnon: yis,bj" t" .... 'fwcn"''jcnt~ and poi:l ici:m5. The righl W yole is also ~ n 
in'pnw"" ,ncclwmi3m by which soc iety fOJID3!1y 3cknowlcdgcs d lizl!"I"Joo. 
Ex tending the tight to VOle to the ll:C of 16 Kn<k <I" j "' pvl1~ ' ~ mc.sage to youug 
peop!e that \h~ir expcricnres ~])(J pl< np<."Ctives ar~ va l\,., d 

Whilsl VAC u1l'flom young peorle ' ~ ri~ht to he ]lMtie ipnte ill Ill! kinds of deci sion 
,,,""iag wc ack!'l(lwl('~l!: " that in rrnet icc young people' r. des ire to partjcip~to i ~ 

va,, ~hk. dc]x"fIding upon individ ual ci r~umsl~mces. The YOWlS p<:op!e VAC i!lt"[~~l 
with utter, Il.wc experiences with Ill" It.,;u s}"Ste", IIlal ]o;a ~c th"m tioding 
di~mpowcrcd ;I,d ti,e,crllIr un inle l"e$led In partJ cip~h llg In a .'Y_'!cll thlot i~ 
''''''If,jUJ.:,iy U,,~(.>J I'Clncd with wh~ ' yo,me 1"'",,10:: Thi nk_ Thi~ d i~iUus iollm:ml wi1b !he 
kg''] )ySI~.OI i, It~,~. krnh1c to the fl oJilica l ~ystcm more Genera lly. 

Given young people's vMiable !.Ic.ire to p~rtkjp"l" il i. ~ , j lic~J that CO)ll munity Iq:~l 
educ.:ltion lbout p,,[(i<;i~ali()H in the elec!(n-,J I',oc.c .. " iI(".ce5s ; hl ~. jf' ~II Y"'l1lg 
p""pk i" Q\lC<."' , ~ I ~,,,-l _ Any e<Juc.8 liool ~1 r .• "np" i!,:n w(lulll need t(l highli~ht the 
;,upau 01 the Ilsht to "<ltc. nn I"Mlli lical dcci,ioll making ~nd Llle le ~a( pl= nton) 
gencu!ly. inf' \:"mation on rc~sterin, to VOle mllm be age appropriate and acc<:s>;iblt: 
to YOlm~ people. 

Chan~;Il~ the L1w to rClh"" lh ~ vl)li u)I ~~ is an " I'p"'tunity I.' bot: " mrrt: i .. d " . .,vc 
ami p~rlidtlllt ury s.:.ci~ty _ YQUllg p<:0rl~ ,h(mlri he ", .. nlved In the de;is io!ls thnt 
impact upcn lh~m Sh"ulrl ynu h a\'~ nny queries illl-eintion to YAC'~ wbmissioll, 
rkn<r: rlnn 'l he~itQtc to cOlltaclthi ~ ofl1ce. 

Yours fai lM ,ily 

Ros,lyn M(mro 
Director 




