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Dear Sir Madam COMMITTEE

Voices and Votes: An Inquiry {nto young pesple’s engagement in democracy in
Queensland

Youlh Advocacy Centre (YACU) welcomes the oppartunity to respond to the
Parliamentazy {ommiflee nguiry into young peopie engaging in democeracy in
(Meensland. YAC is interested {n ensuring the panticipation of young people in ull
aspects of their lives, including the democralic process.  In particular YACs
submission addresses the issue of lowering the voting age and the suppo! young
peuple would sequire to fully participate in the electoral process.

Youth Advocacy Centre (YAC) is a community legal centre which offers legal and
we l{arc assistance to young peoplc between the ages of 10 :imd 17, The geugraphical
area which the Centre services is largely (he Brisbane arca, with some occasional
assistance 1© yvoung people in other arcas of the state.  The natire of fac Centre’s
work rumges (romn legal advice, representatiom, education, counsclling, family
medialion, amd suppot for young people around  isaues such accommodation,
income. The Centre also participates in law and policy reform activities.

YAC s mission statement is:

To increase young people's aceess W jusbice both legal and social by speaking nnt
far, and supporting, young people so that the commuomty accepls eollective
responsibility [or their importance, empowerment, rights, well being and humanity.

Avy dehatc about young peopie’s involvement in the democratic process shoukl be
prefaced by an assessment of young people’s rights {o participzie in society more
generally. Article 12 and 13 of (he United Notiony Convention on the Rights of the
Chitd (CROC) recognises lhal childien and young people who are capable of
forming his or her own view hay the right express those views and the right to he
heard in matters that dircelly impact upon their Jives. CROC alsn reeognises that
children and young people have the right to freedom of cxpression including the
freedom to seek, receive and impact information and ideas through a veriety of
incdius,  YAC supports any wnitiative (hat increases the forums in which young
people’s issues and eancerns can be raised. The formal clectoral process is one
mechanism by which young people can inecrcase their participation in decisions
affecting them.
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YAC suppoits the Inwering of the voting age 10 16 years of age and supports the
view that voting hetween the ages of 16 and 18 year of age should nut be
compulsory. Young people’s issucs are oflen ignored by the broacder polilical
agenda. ‘Ihis may be atiribulable (v u luck of young pcople’s voices in the palitical
process, By including 16 to 1B year olds in the electors] system, young people’s
issues are more visible to povernments and politicians. The right to vote ig also an
mportant mechanism by which society formally acknowledyes citizenhuod.
Fxtending the right to voie 10 the age of 16 sends an noportant message to young
people that their experiences and perspectives are valved,

Whilst YAC supports young people's right to he particinate in all kinds of decision
making we acknowlcdgr that in practicc young people’s desirc to participato is
variaile, depending upon individual circumstances. The young people YAC inlerac
with ofter have experiences with the legal system thut Jeave them tecling
disempowered and therclure upinterested in participaing in a sysicm that is
seemningly unconcerncd with what yonng peoplc think. This disillusionmsnt with the
legal system is transferable to the political system more generally.

Given young people's variable desire (o purticipale il 1s eritica) that community legal
education about participalion iy the electoral proccss is accessible te afl young
people i Queensland.  Any educational campaign would ncad to highlight the
inpact of the right to vote on political deeision making and the legal process more
generaily. Information on registering 1o vote must be age appropriate and accessible

fes young peaple.
Changing the law to reduce the voling age is an opportumty {o be a more mclisive
and purlicipatury society.  Young peaple should he mvalved in the dozisions that

impact upen them, Shmild you have any queries in relation 1o YAC's submissio,
please don't hesitate to contact this oftice.

Yours Caithiully
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Rosslyn Manro
Thrector





