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1.0 Introduction 

Legal Aiel UueeMlarld welcomes Ihl3 oppOrtunity to provioo 0 fe[;ponsa to Vo/OO$ 4. VIXQ$; a p~rlfamootilry 
inq ,,,r'y in", yn ,ma (>M{l/~ "'1>g~gil>(J irt d~mlXrlt(ly ul Queemiand,' 

L~a l Aid Quoon&land Is tlw .1n~1t ~ rge~t legal !larvlc .. r~pr~s"" ' t" Y d "do ",ro ,,,-..I ,.oUI" 1:"Cf>'e within th", 
QuOCM ~Md Icgnl cy:;tom. In 1lJ~~lon et l ilG un<~\! vulnerallllltJes of ctlld'en Invtl lv~~ ~, I",:/a! u;"l".n.,.. . 
Lega l Aid Oue~n:l laoo' s YOtJlh Slmtegy see~s 11) WI)(k tovr.lI00 CVC(~ child ~nc ~un !l OOlf"GOn 'Xl<Nr Ihe age 
nl ,a ~";n'l Mr, .. '''~ .... ""f'lMptillt .. an<! <1"'I~!y kl:glll $emces 

L.,qal AId OU89!1~ iI"'''' spoc,""Et servio;H IndUfJ .. : 
The Yoolh Mvooote 

• Yc...lh Legal Ail. which .~,,~ ilftle"' .... ,n criminal proce,,<lInlP 
The Ch~d P!O.ecl!on Team , for ' tiv;ee aJ'ICI repr" .elllation ut chldo .. ~ ........ Iv&o:l in dlild plO\ecf ioll 
M"".~ 
F ... mily I ,"w T .. ~m wt1 ... .h i ....... IIW1~ Chld !:r. P" ,at ~ R~pre~ntau ... es tn the F~miJy Court. ""hCf" 
c! ,;<lr"" '" ~ 't1 .. subject t;I '...sidence or torltllCJ "Pr li~...,tin"" a nd 
Sockl l WQ rk.,..~ wNJ Pf~pare 3MMSmGnl reparn: in " .. sas involvi,.,.. "hil~'",n. 

In 2004·2005 Le<;l ..t Aid a~ensI 3nd , in parlner$/llp wllh prIVate 11lw htms doing leg!ll aid wo r!:., provided 
rep re~f~tion in '''0, 1 ~~~ .... mr 2~70 ~h ilci rfm ~ n~ yOLmg P ~o;lfe and nll1'i 3ed e funncr 1G77 ch ildr"OIl "nil 
YWI1!f ~",-,j.>I .. ill i<.o<J'" <Ji>puL<: ~ 11,.. vi""", axp:'h$OO ill tl-.'s p~p e< ~r" in/Mn,~ d hy jnler!tC~crM wilh young 
people I'IMln lhil lllc:jlll cootll~t. 

L* I ~d (Jueen<llsoo recogol5e3 tI>C choll~s 1/1.:11 ~""''J poople artd also, Indij'JeOOVol ~ (ac<! whell 
try"'O ~ .. oces~ J<ld p.,rtir:ip~t" in till'; !),)w.mmMIIII 1100 polrtir'..al (Ilo::e~ses Of OuCQ"lSt.:lild, lc<)<ll A id 
O_j~I .. " d l>oiIi¥vor. II ... ! U"" ~~)' Cor oomollunity d!seml'o"""""' ...... M"! """"",denc.e left by l'istorical 
uo" ..... mef'll polic:kIts UnOOrpin$ 111& b3rrlers 10 l ndig.mol.lS YU" '9 I>"'JIlle ac~ ..... ly f"'nio;ip .... no ... Ifw. 
Ilcmoerooc 1I'00000S 

01 nOll'\ in Mlitt;,.." Ir, th .. lnqu.y L3 111e large young populll1icHI of Ind,ge nou::; QtIOOlL&lJnder$ Indi!:l9oous 
young p&<lple 0 ~ 14 I""""s "''' kit up ol.(I% nt tt..- Inrtig~''''' ' ''' popul~li"" cornce,ed 10 :ro.l)'I(. tor !he nOll 
IoldIQII',,","" ~~I .. tioo, l"diy ",'o()IJ ~ )'O\JI'\IIW<J~" "',..". 24 ye"", make "P rJ)',O, ni l""" loo.g..oo"," populetion 
CPmpOtod 10 3~ % 01 1'10 noo l~dlqor>OU~ pOPuI~Uon' 

Ci l ~~n Our irrvolvemenl with young peop le w~n lega l ~Iapulc$. LC<J[llllid Qooene land nst a partICu lar intere.t 
in ~<1""""l i no foe ~I )<"lL"(J r l'!O r>io'Iln a"~M IhI!m 10 develop ~ grea!er understa"dil'lg Cl InOll 10<}OI rignt~ and 
' ''SIN ' "" , I.>i ~I ;"" A." <.",, v ii1(/1y, 11", lJI1 c>;, llyi"9 fr"rr"" ... ork fo r I " (jiI1 Aid QI",,,,,,, I,,"d's iW~ ,),;on ~ Ih ~t: 

• 91 child roo Md VOOIl9 people; hallC!tIC fight 10 be oducated: 
• die vuI .... 'rabili\ie,. of .;hhlren and )'Oull'J pe",,'" b"" ght MOll! by Iheir a~ IinC\IQr r>e>:pCocncc 

n8Ct!'io:iI3l" s!l9Ci:a1 ;owls I .. " "·,,, fOl ~1,~d, ... , " . .. ,d...,.t..,.-j,ng ... tw t !I'I~. 1"'9!t1 rights " nd 
rellpOn&lOililies are; and 

• ttv-..... ... a dired ,*";w;".,,;t,,p ""Iwee n young oeollle fea'nrlg e n<! ""dc~Odong \hei' luga! rIQhlS 
and r.-sponsWl ios, " nd young people erl!l-'(J""''l in dHnrr.f""}' n QueenSland 



2.0 Key Areas of Concern 

2.1 Voting System and Electoral Commisliion Qutnrmiland (ECQ) 

Educiltion/lniormalion 
We pro,oOSCIMI Ill<' FrQ M"Pllh~ ~lr~I"(Jie~ prOfJo~erJ in SectOon~ 2.2 and 2.3 olll-,;s ,.lIl~"is~ Oon 

Vote,. r"gi~tr~lion 
We "ubrn~ that Ih" ~""31'{ faotors ~ff"ctI1Q young poopl"'~ molNo.tioo ood docitMn 10 Mrol ClI"O aworOfi~S" 
and accoGsibili(y. 

Any m~a"IJ"'.' 1,-; i"'--r~ ~~" yr>l.lnO p "",)le'~ ~w~'-.. n"''' 0' tile process "r ewoin1enl ".-)(1 their eligib i ity fOI 
"'"mlment ShOlold be ex.fJOJ red. It i. ''''',-"'''''~lluo:J tll~[ "'l1'-"'~liv~ w~1 ,_~ .. ><IiVfi ", .. di" ~ "'''P;;'<J''' l:o-.' Iu"tkd 
to ""'9"'J" ;mu 1'"",,:>1 )'OlI1g peopl e in taKing an interest in part k:lpa~n<.J In Ihls procass 

VOI&r regislrnlion throug~ ECQ iJisoo ""In Ioduc"llon QUCCflslood, the Australlon rilx~tlOl1 Office Dr1d 
Quccnslilnd I ransporl could be an eflici ~ rII w~ y of G~pturinQ th" ~!t"ntion c.( yOLJ'\j I""'Y,"". Thi, couKJ take 
tMe Imm of mmi,..""" In \/(')1" ~I M~, Ilron I<><iOi"!) tM r,.,turns ~nd UIx.1 ,x"(3inin'yren"wina c.riv.-r'~ 

I"'p.n "" ~ To e-,~Ior~ this I:,·opositb n "V8n furtl",r, ~ cook! ue ~'9ueu 1I1"t y{)'HI~ f.-""UI'I~ """ ~utul""tic8I1y 
reojstere<1 ul-'u" '1'"d1ir"d vulilY "'g<>, "Ithough oiJtHinjng correct electoral inf.;x-matioo for t~i~ proces~ could 
00 Jiff",ul t witr>oul lIaison W'lh othar qovernmgnt aqoocioo. 

I\llhouO~ WC ura EId~owting tor a co-DrdiMled respanM Ire"", Governm~ nt In ~ ncour1lQi.1Q YOO'lg p<:ople 10 
enral 10 \lote by prnYidong Ihp.m wilh dir"c:t M rl I""'~ inr,.".,.,."t"n, CJ(}n " "f the S I."J(7~t""" in cur "',hm;"~i"" 
in tr.is '~ O~rrl ~'-'ppOI~ t~~ in Inxtl>otion of any fo,m 0/ lla(ioll~1 iJe(llifOc~li{)" 

In ~dd~iOl1, the (:(,tical factor in motiv"ting)'OLIOg people, arxf rai~in ~ youno PCOPlc'~ awucnos[; Of !he need 
to enrol iG an dcctiol1 Wc there/ore ~ubmll thut Gumpo'yns largeling youno people mus: be boosted ~t Ihrs 
time illld Ihe time p~ rmitted before clo~ing elector~r roll' "ro.~rl 00 p.xtp.oooo In p.n""p. Y"""I1 P"'-'P"' 3i'e not 
diMdv~ nt"{loo 

Acc"'s~il>ilily cuullJ be boosteD by ensllring Ihat lhere i$ ea~;er access to anroim~nt Inrorrnat;(l~ on the ECQ 
H(ld AEC W\lbsltes, Wh l a IMre is informaMn currently provided on bolh wf)b~le", ~ couKl be bsller 
presenteD ml\l promotod to attracttM n\lcntioo of )'Clung people. Hxther, It IS likeiy that meny yoong people 
mc "~DWElre 01 the informaiioo p,Qvded on Ih" , e "", b,it~~ With this in min<!, it WOL. rl "" b " n~fici31 for th~ 
eGO and ACe tn d~·(~l:>fll",b with nlhp.r w~h.,it"'s Ih~1 ,'(')unO f>"'OP/" wmld f'-" 'l"cntly v,~it, ~LJch ~~ m'~n 
At>!i t,," ~ vi~i,"l 'Hebsite~ It is irrvx tant to note, de.pit~ all '-'v~I,"1 ,.!Iirl ., 11 ... "'~I~"~"'U u . ~ vll""l.dogy, 
,,>oh,,~ 11 ... illl~r""t, Ih~1 .orn~ yOllllg peDpie 'Hid rnentbars of the population slin Do Il()ll1;Jve ready acc .. ,s 
10 Ihe ,nterno!. 

AddlllOnol strat~ Oie~ ndudinQ IIIrgeted pu~ic ~w~,~"", s" ~duc~tioo anrl mp.rlia cNnp~igrs ~;~ nl!C~5Mfy in 
order 10 '''''''h ~ h'n~rl ah.~ ... ~ .... liM "f th ~ fX'>p'Jt~l"n d ""'''!J pecvle III li,;,: d tl-.is, ~nd in """'tion I" 
' '''",icinO Q,een:Jdlllj'. 1w"~ IlxJ"J""uu~ ""Uf-'I .. , ECa .W"''''''''"S ~~r"p~'<In~ ,liwld 1-", nl!tU'·OiIly r~""" ~ ,,t 
""U prumuted i~;l v;lriGly 01 ways, ind,Jdil1Q across rfimata flI'aas 01 the SIBta 

Finally, t must be add~ d thM young people need 10 be ~ware 01 th~ pot~ntial for ir..m to~mol provi~ ioMIIY 
from Ih~ "9" (If 17 W", ."'~~ ~h;lt rr,wisi,'n ~ 1 el~·oll11C<11 is not widely known and <s an imp,x t""t f~ctClr in 
" ncouragi1 9 yw I '!J "",UIII~ io vut.,. 

Polling stations 
I he <x>enin~ hour~ fa poffing ~t~IOon~ shQllKJ b~ l~ngth""""1 tn mflp',,1 Ih" focI IhM n1~ny y(ll~1g rp-or"' "r~ 
~ngniJt"'rl in ,,,,,...,,,1 employment that occupes tl",m on a Satll,d<oy ~I-.J ... hid, 'C~" f-' ~v"nt Ihem h'" voting 
YOUll'.l f-"'4-'I'" wc...,ltI b~ r"'-"~ mutiv~loo lu Ill~k" Ih~ .. rfOft to vute it they are also aware 0/ 3iterndte uplk.",s 
wI1ic~ do not r9q<Jiro Ihem :0 ,'Ole on Ihat day. We submit thal mJny youllg peope :Jr>d/ex li>f)ir employers 
are nO( DW[l([) of voting entillements un<1 OptlOr1:3 woon committed In a w()(\( C<lpolaly 011 Ihe day of an 
election ~M recommend i~'al th ~ ACe lak" ~ct",n (0 plJhl>cL,,, tf",~~ (lrliM., 



H r ther, it 'Mlutd be ~lIsy to tBrget YOOfl9 voters by cflsl1rifl9 trot iXl l ino stotiooG Jre Io<x,ted at \II1ivarslles, 
,"h<1ro~ir\O c, ~ r\lr"" ;>nrllo.-.'" .", hr><>l~ - pi"","." that )'OLmg r ~opj" WO<Jtd have a ~rel\ter lam. anty with 

We ltly.ler<;lC1"u Ih81 "'''''0',,,,,.,, votir)(J is not yet "I a st~ iJ" wh ~", l ~"" k1 r"pl.lr." 't~llOOrd volinO ~actic6, 
however, we WO<Jtd ~UpP~ft ongoing r"s~drd1 in Ihls ~r~~ F...-lher, W8 note thsl the AFC Ms " nO.o,,,,",,~ 
re"wr~h ~~Ih EleC1f(}fli(: VQtir.g M<lc:hine~ arid 10000 soma clear benefils ta thi s loclmology, Tt"" ~o i ily lu 
rcdl>Ce lnadv6rtent ifltormlli votes by Irlormtng a vOler that limy may 00 JooLJIlo cast an informal ~ot", ';!nd 
nffAring Ihp. ~ i'>iI i!y k"l , ..... oo , iOO<: ~nd by offering Ih ~ abilily, lor the tir3t tme, tor blind Of oIt-.cr vetcrG w~h J 

disabil~y 10 cast 11"';, 'j;,,,,. 1II1-2ISsisted vot~ . tt>rou'Jh Ihi' rr()vi"ioo "" v"' ("." or dh~f l~chrtalollY 00 lI1e 
rnach ioes. We <u bm t thal tile capa[~y 10 Wd'" ~ix.><Jl c'"stillg ~Il illr...- llIal vcte ""lold I,., of c"tic~1 in-.pr:<t~ r'J('.~ 
to inexperienced volefs 

Advanco Voting 
Wc nole t~at iXlsl8l votes Bre aJreooy UV~llublc to peoplo unable 10 co~t J vote on Eleeto n O;V dUG 10 1YOf): 

commitm,ml" ~tT\(}()fJ'1 nther 1""lor.'. As nat~d above ~SO, we submit IhEll thG IS un optioo ~htll Ghould be 
mare t..oadly publicised to yCO,lllg .... "'~e, pe rh<! p" IJr"" r~giMralion In-r a T a< n~ Nu mbe'. 

We submit that Etxtendinq tilE> avallalJillW ot po. l<ll voting to all vct~rs uPU" !utjU<:">l, ""Y ~s.isl, but is not 
neccGGarily n process Ihnl would further promote vatl ng to )'OLKlQ people, Postal voting i~, ~ltef all, ~ p"xm;~ 
that often requ i"M even more orOllnisation than voting in the uGualmanl1or, 

Close 01 roll~ 
Ther~ is no que~t;Dn that your.g people 'MJoUkI 00 u;,;;odv ~ IlI~'J"J by dosing the roll~ ;mmedi " I" ly ~I"' r ~" 
flioction is ~alled. 116 has been Slated earlier, \\/hen It Is ~on . kjered that most )'OlM'9 1'''4'''' c"'"<.>1i"~ woulu 
be firGt·tima vOler~. t IS unGlJIpr;,;iflo thot the anllOlJncemen1 of an "Iaction is cooski91ed a key tfigger in 
e r.:::ourfl>jirl\l )'OlIfIg p!'opie 10 ~nrol 

W~ "oomit th~t if anythi ng, tile time ,.1l>Weu to ".~i~t.>1 I" wl", ~hould b" exte<,ded. 

Wc nOle that SpC~I ," M'~l~tcr of Slate, Eric !l.bel~, has recenUy made ~ speech 10 tn~ Sydney IflSl~ut'" 
propo~in o th ~llhe Cledorm Re>I tie do~ed irnmedialely upon CiIIliflll an cicGtioo, Wo subm~ thal t~i5 cM~e 
\",,-,uld rlrM I,, ~l y rl""dvi><lt3Q " y"" "O f>t'!"\1~P. fmm r" gi31" ring to vole. Mirliater Abelz "rQues thot 
d",a.J v~nl«\J" lu yuu,,~ "",uplw "'NUll! 1.01 occur bec~",e )'Ol"'8 P"~ rJn Mt tl\Ip.rwl1~lmingly f~VDUr one 
political party over anotoof, We .'>ut>mit 1hat this argu",.",t ig"u, .. s ltle imf"Xl""OO 01 getl " >! )'Ollng P""'flI" t(") 
8rYoI ~nd becoml} inlOlvod in the political prceess. ,eqardlG€s of which PJrty they may vat>! fo.-. 

A jurttl..r is~u~ of moc","n IS Ih .. negal",~ impac1lh ~ l a retusal of enrolment may I,,-WO 00 a young person's 
willinoness 10 engage . , futl:re poli~c~1 partio:-.ip"t "' ~ If" yl">lJng r"r~on e~gerly ~ll~mpts 10 enrol beforc an 
""~dio,,, 001 ;,; tuld thlll tt,.,y m t nul "" ~tiyilJt~ lu vote due to co)se 01 lhe ml l~ . il i. ~k"' ,y IM! they will 
bocoroo dtslllusloned V~ lh \00 proces~. We [:ubmit th:lt all atte"'l't~ by yuu"Y ""u,"~ Iv ", '9~ge in ~,e pc, it ic". 
prr}(:oGa nhoulcl be encolJ"lOod. 

Fj~",d Et., r.lion D~y 
A fix<t<.i "I"";tl<,,, d~y would l>I< i,.~ioJ~l>k: in ~ ~()wing dea,' ed,,,,alion 10 y8''''0 i"""'",", "" th" ~ I ~ clo,,"l 
process, It would be far easier for yDUIlq p<}O~e to remember ",I,.", !o \l{)1~ ~"d wI"'" U',,,,y UO Llk:1 0000 10 
onrc> by if alCClo:ms wefC hold 00 J fix~d dny. That ~ni~. we acl<nOwledQe that this I~ a chJfI!'le that 'MJoUIJ 
h~ v~ f~f ' ''H(".hing poW kcat r"mlic~lioo " . 

" EI",",,'.oI ,Hr,,,,, "., .. 'I "" ,,,,,,0(>'. oc, ~, . " . b >I{' AOOOmS TO TilE GYQ~Y INSTITUTe 2005 
hll"·II ...... '''-'''' (~"'.~>,."'T; ,,,/!W:~ .. "'r?'"t".~M kl 217 



NQW voting ,ystem 
Wc sLiJmillMllrlc c"hc~1 fJClor r;>Illhls Issue IS enslI(ing a level or con8i8lenc~ belween I'Ollng pr~ctlGC ot ~ 
sl8le a,ld je de r~ 1 ., ,,,,1. As loc,"p.,.-icnr.I)d vr>!,..s, il i~ highly lik ... y 1""1 YOllng ~"()rlp. W0IJid h,' ~as,y confusoc1 
hy Ih" Vllryn o f"qui'~lnenls al a ,tale a,...:1 federall~v," 

Thai . ~id, we aqaln ackncwledqe tllal this is '" ~h:;nge Ihat would /lava lJrwac:hICtg PO!il;C~1 ramif k:; ~loos, 

"'o1in~ age 
W~ nr>!f' IMI Ih~ ",I;"g ~ae Wi'S I~sl lower"d " 1973. We Sllblllillh~t Ih" I"gal respons ll i lt, " s 01 younG 
p"CVie I ,<IV" d'"''dnl eUrls ~I~~d ij y ' ''Iel! th"llime ~nd that yooog poope ar~ rlOw m()f~ liklliy Iu ~~ cI . "~lIy 
"rr""ll!d by governmel1l p:>licy, 

Wc ockllov.1Gdge tM~t not all young peope wookl necessarily be inter~ "led in voIlno at 8 yoongel age, but 
th~t rrl~ny 'NOInd havp. goo~ ",asoo 10 hp. il1tAr".'t~rl W~ ~ r>!~ Ih~1 '~_< f'l<ln~ir;liliM start Mr1i~r th~n ~ young 
r>""M'~ ",iohleel1th bio'lr.:t~y. A yoo"'J I'ersc>n Ill"y Ii~ve Idt .cliuul d"J be working ~ncl p.~yi,'O taxes_ 
Alt"n1ati"~ly, ~ yvur'\J f.'''~')I' "'~y w sludying futl-time, oot ~!lgaged iI, pvlilbol aclivity. ~l u'" \OlJlx,,;,;~i()fl, it 
is HI~u i1ighty reteVa1t 10 rote that y""mg pBopkl 111 Qu900~land are con&k1&r&d crimorally r&spon .. ibli< a~ 
ackJlts from the ~ge 011 T, and ;;!re ~e~l to ;;!dul1 prison freln lhis OQo. 

In shorl yoong peopl ~ ...-e d .. ~ctly ~Ife dr-d by goY~rn"""nI p!liicy (m ~ VM'''ty of i~'LJCS incl\JdinO ,ociai 
."OJrity, "~lJr~II"". 111" "",yirr:<1menl ~ nrl th" t~(J'" sY'tem 

Tt"" "lu, .. , we subm" ti1at it may tle appropriate to exl<ilnd ~oro-cOO1puJsory VOlil1g to young people aged 16 to 

" 
At a minimum, we ~lilm~ lhat the QQ\lernm~nI shook! r.antJnue to lTIonitor ~tIbk opi!1ion 00 thi s i "s u ~ , 

2.2 Education 

Civics Education Jnd Participation 
LO<J[l1 !\id Ql)Ccnsl~r"rs funoomonl61 ~p ... oach 10 the provisioo of IeQal servK:es to chiclren (lnd )'Olmg 
people i~ Goo ~ i ~t~nt ""th loc~l, n~tion~1 and intflrnation..t '.()(,~~n.~LJS IMI ooc.aoJS" 01 Ih<! Yl~""mbilitie~ 
brooJOhl ~ho.d hy th "ic "0 '" ""rllo,- i!lox!,",,-ience. children rer-(,ire special ~ssistal~'" ill l"1(te.'~t~nrl;"a wh"t 
th,," ie<:ylt ri""l~ ""J r",,,,..,,,,,,i/.>ililies it'l! In L"g<l( Aili QU""flsl~nd's ~Xperi""C", ~ k~y tu il x; ''''it~ ... u 
pdrlidpatiQf1 and Int~est in demO(:r~y I. yoo~fI people leaming and understalld,nq tlwjr legat rights and 
rosponslb!ities at a yoong age or at least by the time they arc ~olinQ 3(10, 

Allhough rt is not Legal Aid Qu~~nsl"nd's core blJ"in""~, wp. Rre of1~n ap ... o""h~d to ,"~ pond tD r~ QU ~ ~ts 
from '\Croot~ <"Inrl ~"'ioo,~ ~o e n,. ;,,~ to I" d ,tate pcese"l~to)n~ ,.,ml attend community e~enl~ ",ilh th " ~im "f 
educating you'lY ~~uj~ ~ lx.ou[ th.,i! 1t'(J~I''YI'l'" ~'Hj ,~spor"ibililie", Th~ I~Y~I ut f~S~()ftW lu II",:;~ r"'1u~",ts 
<.,1"", <.le""",.,; ()fl an ad-I)()/.' ba"i~, dS Ihese addilion.1 Gomm itments are dependent on capoc~y ;,;s """ Tll"re 
I~ a qraater demand, and cJemQnstrated OOmmurl~y nood for th~ COmlT"-lrjty eduC<ltio rmt ro"," than Legal Aid 
QlloonslOOd h<ls the CilPilClty to prov Kl e, Ulher oommunHy agencie~ and l1ooed. the QuCC~SIUnd I-'ot o:;; c 
o~rVK:~ II I~ o faGilitat~ sr:hool pc,,~enlali[)n., 00 A rPgtJIM h"'~k~ 

1J'¥J"'"t~'><Jirlg n'8 I~'~' and yoo'>g poople's partiGipal10n in democr;3Cy are inlertinKed_ Toore arE '1llm8rlJUS 
youth dlJViillopm9f1t f%&arCn studies Ihal SllQ«8~t that youn« peopte dO want to part k:J p~t& In thair loc~1 
oommtlllity onc dccJ~ian milklllg thot affccts'lhe~ Ilyes', Many youlh ilgcn(:1CS locn<l<ttc ()ppOrtlJnil>C~ for 
younQ people to h.w. tM~ ~ ~y on cC1<l1ll1lJnity i.,",,~~. IIo:1W"VM, Ihffl'~ '''~ At"" govem"'J la",,~ whicl1limit. 
Mrl ~~ bOles contradicl the type and ext""t of your'd iJ'"OI.'I,,' , full I"'1i i!.; ;P."lion in society Fa- en,-nple, in 
Ql!\!'HI~I",ld, 17 year olds are regarded as loo )'OlJnq \0 buy Jlcohlj , qcl marrierl without p".-.,ntal C()fI~E"'t, 
<lilt9/" inlC many type, olleg,J l y ~lld'I1Q contrDCW, or wo OOO\llOr pnrty in mOSI civic dl(;putes, However, 
dc3PIIC thc~c factO's, mld oot beollg able 10 \iole at 1/, young people in U\.;oonslartd are GOOSloorcd 
criminAlly r~'''Pnn.'ih'' ~s ~dlltl~ from Ihis ~g ~ , Mrl M~ ~~ nt t[) ~ rl'Jlt rr'<.On frnm t hi~ ~oe- "r",p.v "' "~ty Ilo:1too 
in ,''-,'- SLJb"'1i~ ,,i or 1 



v()(l.L~ rl1J''V() ,!Os '~."~.,,:;,>.,-". "~.~' .. . . !'''~.: c; •• ,;, ,', '<!"!'('''·~i{.''''·'; '' 

' .. ,h,, ' · ''''''''' 

V""no roeople 'J",n ·h .. ir "nd~rM;>n<l ing nt poI~'ClII IInd leotI l systems In \I 'I,lUC:ly oi ..a~. Many young 
1'""'1"'-' wll k uu{ 11 ..... Il"' '' ' . ~'' ~ '' ~OOiCe ~ info'n)lttooo .01>011 vntino...,,<I p<>/il.b t l mmters aw M l hey Qrow 
older are l ikely 1000 expos9d to re<:eOilny hl loron .. l"'" ."r .... "'"lly U"'-'U!I ' I"'bfc fortlms 5U('.n "" I h~ m~<i<l , 
ono fQron~ l y >'i n tcoc 1Cr~ 1I' ,lh" tl\e ~~ h ool erwl ron on Gnl. W8 su ~ ml l tI1at Ihe s d'1oo1 ~ I W''-' I. " ... ~tI i. the '~I 
(;O nS is lc~ 1 ond a~ propri ate place 10 le6 rn OOO\,J I Cll'ic~ ooocn tion (lOO wi ll CO rYll)lemenl ~ . Olh<ir ~ource" ot 
~~m , n g Ih ~t >"-xm9 P"0fl t., hII"'" '1r,'.M~ tr) 

In 1 Q91, 1119 AustraWan Lgw Rilform CC<T1mi~wkln r .... "~1I<I ~ r "P'" ~ OS" .. " .",,; HaM ,d _ p.rooty fur cltlkirHi1 111 
Iha 109111 procc.ss " 101l'''vi'1 ~ ~" inWiry Into I$Bues wl,icI1 incluood leqill re preunta llu~ w'1d ~J v<,><;"",v [<.0 

cnl dren an d ,"" .. »e<:en '.0 IeQaI OfOce=. II'IC QPIlIO\lMhlOrn;S of procedures b¥ wNC~ cnM dr"ero ~ive 
"",*,"lf1ce. 11 ... ap"fow"I"""~~ .... <1 f'!If<l('.l i\Otll'lt'k'U of lhe iegul ~r0ce3s VI proC ecMg cni a OOOoo loof$. an~ 
;,_~ . ..... lr.\I to cI ,;I:II ..... ' i " ' "",-" ,,I jUflsdicl ious. 

T~ rOl)Ort dI<'~ r;ftiIdron {(I ~IM aII(I Wet:ofiCOlIV ",f",~ 10 civic .Y\oy ,IIO.1.o" ", .. 00 education 
.ctOfm$. IWcommerKklllOfl :n tram 11'10 SOOn ;H\a Iie.)rd .epoo1 (1991) stalOS !hat : 

O"j~"""" m nanon;>! l>I:"t 1lI~ 10<' 3lutIMII Pilrtoclp<lbon ,n :l./;I'IOOI dcel~lon n\;lKlng silo,., b;j 

de .. eIoped. 1he !IuO:lelif>'!.!' .~....,,,h'I 'nrJ, .ortfI mlll/!rial mat "" "'~" 31" def'll:J b tlflCef~Una lheir nghts 
""t! rU p<lfl s1Jilii ... in \1", "",,'It:~1 01 $(;11001 decision~ "ff",~Jmo I"" ... " lII! nclfloojr; lor 1~ .. c oor3 a nd 
81udmHs Ol)(plaln l n~ tl! jI 'J,Jldelnes soould IN pfllp ", .. d ~" oJ d i . ~i ool...J 11> a l '>Chod$ in A , J..u""~ 

I l1 e reporl alao m"ke~ the 1010'<" " \1 Key OOirl lQ In th<J inlroduclorv (ji~ us sion 0!1 civics educatkln wK.i 
I'Mrti t'I'"" I>:'In" 

n ... "':<n:;oiIU"' "y"'''''' ..,Id ~ pro:1C>eS$l).$ "","", • ..et ;" It " lJmMt oIl1ipnilic4flf ways. AI ~ool 
)'Ot/IIJ/' ~ olWn /la .... meit 1it!;J "'~p<J'vr ... tu • • r. .. m ,.r;",., .. ban rights .. ,,;;I 'e.'\('<Yt.<.ihi/itie$ outside 
I/lO fllf'J¥y. Ecw<Jfinq yor.nq fI&QIW.1bCuf ' frO f(!gal system can O/S,;;.1 Urvlll l" ~I~'" effec.J"".1y 
/11 S<>C:rety ami s/KJI.IIC1 have" fII».fNo effect «I /fW rol3/iOnS11ip m&y Il~'" .... 111 /og8I bodiflS _ .. \Juft>;. 

"01' ttle mlJiO,'ity or ::hI1dr;;(I. 11>0 $C1lo0l ;3 100 firS! IlfId m<Xf import..,.., «J ri<JIlmtif<Jt1On ...", whi<:1I 
yr'ir"'O {If!f¥'I~ h_ ~oollld oohide ,"" fttmlly. AI 3c11oo1, the child lc;~m3 flOW ro f1 l l)racl with off>9/'S 
iIIld /I", m"'s 01 wri'" b.rh""'""U', ~M fI(I,,,,Mfoo pI"y.~ ~ ~it'" rol~ '" ,, ~e "'I$/Ii1'I(} tor me ,ndi'liOOr'li a 
p6rman~nl, ' '''''lUoy """'w." .·"~ .." sw",,}' When .. shid~nt r,,;l.~ In lhi .• "mr;oI.'\." ()( (.f ftiled by il. ti le 
eonS9q~"nC"S for Iho iIld/vidual and socl",y Sr .. oilell d~m~git.g ",id .. ~j.'tI"SIV9 C 

In a<Jdllioo 10 orovidinq Slitlc:Jr/on on rigr,IS .~nd mlifXJl\sibiiiti"s, ,'chwi¥ ~iv" IWllO,it6s ltf lc/ ilp(>rf1(lri .. ", 
PrOfOSS1oni1l3 Ihe oppDJ't!!'"ry to addraas iCrtrl1ing, b<;illav;oural and &OCi;J1 proo;"ms lis SWII .. s I/)"y 
/t()p.!ltr .,() It.' III g.-eelly reduce lite n3if 0( Cht(/J'M COITlIn9 into iMvcroo e<mIXl wI/tI me i6.~aI system 
WlIik ... 'hook s.'>ouJoi II'-'t bo) If!<" MIy . ..,., (w .... rly j"'e1Venhofl Jh~y h""" ~ cn~e()l ro.'c b ec= of 
,1Nl afTlOlJllf 0/ time ciliI<JfWI .J.!Vfr<l Il ... ,,,' • 

.-pan from ld!a(Qvvr fam<Jies may 11"""ls fMAI. itlt'.n:..r .. , U I" cl 11>9 1110'-" t"f'01'Mt ways /1JtJ/ 
chik1rcn lirat IIXlm 1lbolll' rhe COIII;Opi O/ l f)l1l1,;,J 199dI oroce~ IS lflrough l /offfr IIXpoIlo'v!" ... S 01 sc(' OCO/ 
diSClpir.e. The wily -'CflOOI rvJe, eM set ""11 enforced. parrrwl!N1y IfIO PQCesIU a t;$DC/a/{!d with 
<lfSCipJH1" -aoo pnj' ''''f(Ir), "'~ iJ(,.., / lh" .... y yntmg~" r"ltCI io MC! in~racl film Qllf.fIoritire anl1 
legal fJrocess~s IhrouglHJIJ! 1/,,,;, OIIlull A' . .. ~. 

, ,",uoh c l .., Lcw "~'orm (,;<mm ~oion , 'Scen Md ~.a<'~ _ P''''',I, '" """" ... " io '"0 lo g" p"",,", r . . 'Q9', "OPO~ "10 ~. fI ' Q4 
, A""t •• ion Low ". r",,,, C(" "" ~' ; "', .• , ..... " ,,' ....... ,' _ J'" • • y ~ " ,1; 01 ,,,,, ;, ~'" ,,~ .. p.oce .. ·, 19sr R_" N<l C' ~.1'1 
• e..., Ot>d 1100 01 • ,; .,.,.", cA nopr<""",",,, €("'~~ C01"~loo "" ~I, ~"'ro,,,,, ,, " "~ I '.i,",,~ Rop,n "'1I11t rn~ H o 
~Cy <Ifrci ~~CI<I""'" olC!>i/o:l>'9<l ~ Y",,"9 ~ ...." S<V»<W ~+'3 C>nI ... , ,, '"""- " , ~ . .. , ....... 110!.,~ . fh" " ... 0""",,''''0 in 'iC lIM: ~ R.,.,.. , .. ~", ..... ~ !oodi "l\ Co."." ile<: ~ . eon-o .... ,.y """"" IfJ¥M "" 1I:poOC« of _ _ ""_I\W'~"""""'"" ,..." 00 10 

"'''. A', QV~ " ." ,"'NO. '.' '. n . "", ,... ' . , . , 



ChiklrM ~r .. ~ 1~ """ hI<" e.",,1 dt~ n cliMdv~lllaged ;11111 .. , (fe,"ing~ ";th 'nslitution ~ ~nd O(Io.,lt~ b "''-' ~lI ~'' I h<"y 
have lilll" UJoJ~'SlJ'''JiIl<J ul Ih~ir ligh t" ~ "d responsibiIH;"s. They su[,,;~~w"liy rIldY iI~v" lilh 
underslandin ~ of th~ qovGrnmenl sElf"Vices Of complairols mechooisms ava:ra~G to thGm, alld of the roles an d 
IUrlClo ns 01 diffcrcn' ~1QKcholdom in ttl0 ICQnl cystam. The Seen and Hoard report swtes tnat xOOols. in 
p;Jltncr. hfll Wllll Imri li es. s ho iJd pt~Y a c~ lltmt mt~ in t~oc hirIQ childr~n ~bOut their riOhts /wd responslbllitie3 
in ~ I,rn,ral rl""'ocr;\/ .... ",c.i<"l y T~i. ~ hoo,rld ~s'-';st in Ill<! rl evelOf"""nt of ~ r><>Iit;,,~I~ ~wM~ r>~~"l~t ", n Anrl 
1->00 11' ch l d."" to l>et;UHl" "..,, ~ ~rr"~1"'~ III Jv~lir Ig wllI, k.,"],,1 pi ","·,,,s~s ~~ JUw,,, Ie~ ~.xJ ~, ~Julb 

AtJdil ,-" ",'ly, lIl~ r~po!l higil!ghtetJ that young people parlk:ipating in foclls group>; rep""latJly c'JIl"""'Il~d u" 
tile n .... d tor sd>ooli; 10 placG more emphasis 00 teachinQ life sbl s, This was seGn ~s a w~y of Gnablinq 
ollild ren to doCli \1Ii~ UlO ir pro~lcm~ or r:";G~C'G mlGlrlQ cffcC!lvOI,. rJlhor tMn IOsCO"ting to anti GociCli or 
offend'ng oohaviou,', 

~Qme important i,,;tiative, h"v~ be~ n SLJpport~ d in tile p~~t The r~p ort r~f~ rs 10 ~ n M ocuncemeni ,nade by 
th~ I~deml GOV"'~mAr11 Ih~1 from 1 rIQ'I 1Ii ,~hool ., 1, Lrl ~ nl., in y~ M.' 4 I~ 1 () '''''[Jlrll~k ~ r,nmrt li~N"Y I~,oo,,~ in 
,.ivi,.' " nrl "ili~~ n~hil}'" The ,-.,Iio,-.,I cr.-les ",o~lwn, Di~c"v"rin'J O"moOncy. il --':~1(1e8 m~teri~1 on prindpl ~ ' 
of J~rrl(J<;r,,,-'y, Ih .. <k>veiop,nent 01100 conslil~tion :.nd t!Ja re~pon~ibililie5 01 dirler~nl leve'" 01 govarnr" .. ,lI. 
We unders[and that this prO(lram rtlceivoo fundino unlil 2001, ~owavBr Sli , conlinlles 10 advocatfl for t~~ 
indus'on 01 mcdUlOS in the (Studji of Socicly and the I:'nyironm~nt) sac ~y1loous in primary and hig~ 
cchDOls Lkacoverlr:g Uemooracy also pro~i:1 es a comprehensive /Illd resourcetul we b~ite with Ilnll~ to 
tlliiored leaci1ing m~l~ riflt~ ". 

According la Ih ~ Seen !I"d I/"flrd r"rnrt, 1"~r.hinD chilrlr~n ~hoI.Ji th"ir (ight~ ~t1C rnpoJ-..,llo;t ies in sclwol 
,,,><1 in t lv-, wi<! .. ,. cC011l11lmily is prob" t:> y ,oor~ lik .. l~ 10 l'obtel p" .. ents· 8,ld teachers' a"tll<),,~Y t~"n ul~j ~ "l11in .. 
;1. Lik" '"l).1 ",ju lls, cllil<hill wi~ gener<l l y be more v~lling 10 follow rllt~, U,ey u"der~t~nd "''"" c~n ~l'~ 111<-' 
,,~e<J rur" 

Tllere an_ many lhemGS currently locluOQd in civics edUC<ltion Cl)(riwla and programs, ~ich am relevant to 
thc iG~uCG con,idcrcd ., this InqUiry, IrlCiudir.g: Wily ~a~e elect ions'! Whet '" p~f~alllont') Whnl dQC~ MP 
stllnd ~or',! WhIl l does <In MP do? Wily po lit <:fll r~rt;",,? Ilaw do""" gav~mm~ rIl wark? I low do I \I~t ~cl,v ~ 
in my 1or.~1 c(")('Tlmo.roity? H~w i<; the I~w m~rle? 

The ,,,..-:omlll<"oMh .. ,, n'-"<le in "~~od~.on P~d;an"""t - ~ p~"li~menL",y.,.Ol1lmitj,.,~ ":';j',;,-y inl" Ahnr!o;n;;1 
snet Tor'es Slrari bl ~ ;oJ", :.><'(Jpt~s 1'~'II"f.'~h(J" '" Oue'msl~,>d"s u",,,<;<;,,,,Io; I-" u~~ss~, ~I" ~U~I-"-"I.,u <onO 
'~I~v~'1I f(J( retereoce to in II"~ seclior1 alsQ. 

Of p;JrtO::UlllI" rolOvanoo IG KccommenoutlOn" 

G; IHln ( Iv-, ,1'000 I;n!< ""Iw.,.,.., n ~ rll, J(".~tion ~bo,,1 ,,", nlOc.r~lirc f>'''''~~~''' Mrl r>~rt"'.rfl"llon in th""" 
proce3.H, It''' Miroisl~. fo, E<Ju~~I"''' sl ",ulu r .. vi~w Ih~ ,,~lul~ "-'u ~~t",,1 uf ~McS ",od cili~""Ship 
~duc"t:O n for al ~tudent& in Queen~lar,d oc ho~. al1d cf)l1sider whelher more can be ~f)l1a to: 

• oMure that :;ivies coooal>(ln IS t(lug~t to all students In QUGcnslond stll00l:!. 
• incr~~~ ~ t t><! ~fF"ctiv~n ~~-' 01 too ll1~nn"" in wh >c M rivic~ ~od citiz ~nship ~dlJC~tioo " 
I~ '-'!i't 10 Alx'f~Jin~1 ~n<l T 01' .... 3 StraH hl",-:<:Ier slucients, 
• ",,"uf .. II'~1 d'l"," ~nd citiz .. nship eDucat ion i""loo", an trodig.",[)us persr-' .. "Iive ",It! 
tg~cNnq aOOUI AiX>r1qinsl and Torres Strait 1~13I1d9r peoples' 9xperIGnoes cl; cJ \I1 cs and 
cili~CI"I~hip: and 
• ~nSure that oIll ~ach ",~ (bolh pr~-~p.rvicp ~n<l p'x"tilg) 1Indert~k ~ Irainmg in Aboriginal 
"net Torres S~aillslamer stuciies 

• "'.~I"' ''" L"" f<O(oo~ eo,,,,,,,,, ,,," . 'S •• n ,M ><.,,0 ._ p'",,"y;:'" cn<.""" In .." ~" VO, ....... , 1 wr, ~.pcrt "" ~ p. 'I ~2. 
, 8<e" ""', , 1"O<{j . ",:le,,, ,,, r (X li' GrI>.J;j 29 ""'I 199(,. 3< .. al "" A D"".I & J (M"\'~l l ,\ I.M.! G""t'~.''''' ? A"~,"""" Y(:<JII, 
FO\JI'>:l'~"" Sy~oY' l'JJ, 13 
" O.K~, ... ,;0[,,' b ' ScI .""" v,>coI;~ .~ Ed,.-,l1 ;'", ,'" , '1 f,.';, ; ,," ~.I",l <l ",k,~", ~ ~\'Y 1997 
, ''"~ "'Iq '!/'!-W.-! ,0'""0\'"", 91" M!D<>mo"roo<~oo"hC'-' JWn 
, A"",,,.,,, I "'" R.I""" ~'''"''~''"'', .~,,,,, .,,' """,,I [" ''' ' r" d; .... ' ". 11 .. <'U'" I"'''''"''· 1 ""', R~I'" N" M 

" Le";olol,\·c ",".ocml>v 01 c.xc","",I"""', Le"", Con>t lLt "'"" .od hirO roi,~oI"" R<,;ow ~iIOO, SOP'crnlx, = . NomJ" M 
P.,~,,,,,,,,, _ A p«rll""","",.., Inq'.il)"_ -"lX.<fil"'" """ ror"" S"2~ "',_ , ~~" p""iclp.>fun Ir1 QIJPM ,",t>:/", d.",ocr~iG 
{yox" . .. R. poo No'2 

1~"A~ ~,o Q;~""" ' ~~"O '," No • • • " " "" • , " ' , , 
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Atoll Recommendation 6. 

To enh...,ce iln<! en~"OU".;JOI ill '; .,~~",."""", I. ;"leresl and ",,";"'ir "' ''''' ~I Mllfigrw and Tare3 StrBit 
ISlander peuple. partl ~lar", l'Outn. I ~ p~rli3men\ary I"oc",~s~~. "d il " "' ~ nlal)' Education ~~rvir.M 
Srto\.J IO: 

• , ,,. iew its pfogra",~ ""d "cIol~~ tic:o nll l m~t~,iil l to ~n~l ... e Ih ~llh.,y ere 't"lCiU SIV$ o~ 
Atx: 'igi,,,,1 <MIU Tu"". St, ,,, II¥ I ,,, ,, ~~r p,;.;ople~ ; and 
cc n~i<ler WDY~ in wI1 ien /I.~gjllOl 0 n<:1 TOfft!& Stmit I slander cllil8n~ rnlgnt b& lur\t, ~ , "r'9~~ ;" 
I'Rrli am ..... lary edoca tlQn . lOt eXa m01e. Ihfoo~n smD.lIor ~wlc ptI~l:JmonlJ'Y OC!ivtt io:ts Cooduct9d 
I"~ .. egoxa t and r""""'e ~reo!l~. Mri hy M.'>I"I' ;"g I'arfmm"" t~ ry re$Ol¥ttl1<.J\$ .... OO'1",", ction wilJl 
Edu<:"tioT, Q""",l!.ld,1<l 1<. ...... ""';ul1 ;'1 c;"'ics. educ.lion t,.,.do,no 

Ittc QUOCfIBI.1nd Government r.houkl fllQ'<llde UOi! iOO3I fUndlnq to tlU.l Parliamenlilly s",r ......... ( .... """ by 
P",b"menl."y Ulua.bon Service~ to Clevelop and IrnplCmCnf rclc"3ll1. prog' 3mt and tnaltrlal. 

W h,1e l/vlre a m a fl llmber 01 e~;~l.no orogr&ms!WlCl cumo;tAD 31rcady dcl'Olope:l .Yld ,mpemelll9d 11> prirm~ry 
!oCI"J)015./t/"1d ~ ogh ~"'. ,ho-,.,." mnr:."" "",. 110""., ....,,, 1Cl.tc> nU' Y!lOt be> ompeMeolOd conc.~"' ,,"y "cro~e 
.. 11 ~d",,""~, Wilt ... ~';n 11.., ~1~ 1e- a nd priys w achoo! ~)'$Iem.~. a ool tvll o nell 3tudoeflb I~ seeoode:ry $(>"1001 
t~ cN ter; jd~c~tlor1 CO\I'"O" May be an 1I11M.'\"''' .... ,Ir . ., rrechely me",, "'o fh/o t rv1I /lJ1 .':,><I ~ nl " wil be 
DGI"!iclpJtfilg in ttl~ learn,ng OPPOI1UflII~ . Efforts n"'d 10 00 made 10 "'''U'" 11, .. 1 M' ~ r".p"~y of ~lloJe nt~ at 
er levels 01 ~c hoolirl9 have hoo acOC$S 10 loorning OIJOut cMcs and part,cipallo11 In C 8rn o~raey 

2.3 Eng.ginl young peoplo with politics & pollth:iana 
[Relevant tu 'The I'oliticiI' Sydem ."d PoliticialU' and 'Young People and 
th. Commu"ity' sections) 

M otivation Verse of /IIeanjng',,1 Part":' j)Qlion Vene", Tokenism 
WhIIn )'i'l" nO p eoplro or inm...d .. 1"" 5Qn et "I'IY "gee IeeI3 :;.Irorn;Jy. 300 ill mOU'I(I\O(I ~t)Oo.r ' al> , IOW!} and wafl5 
10 a"ale cl\a' '!je. there are ... om..."..... r.h"''''''o<'t~ ,,1 ... 1Id r or )'OU1lO oeople. the ~IIC~ 001> be more 
(;u''' lJ/ic alu<! by '''''''''9'' u t EmilonJ ... " ... ·"'nc.e, lill.iled """""",""", ",nrl 1itniI:/Id " r.derslanding 01 poIn ica l 
PI'OONWS. a nd moo: commool~ by not belll9 ··IIUr.b'll wr'-'v..t)'·loy pom"iitns '" poeopl. s.een \<> hlnl" :le<:ision­
mOklng power:>. Young people or" typic3.V 'ter9OlypOO OIS 00" 9 pollil;;ol ly <1""11,,,1;', It .. " ",,,, e l ikely 
~eenlll'lO ll'm t fevel 01 moliYlllion i3 e alroo\lOr iIltkJcn<:il1!l lactor on y<;>ill'lQ PllOP le'~ p~"IcIp~ tion in der"'x."'~li<.; 
f"'"',,,~,,,, 

FuPli l ing th e respcnslbi 'ly 10 vul" ill ~ " wh.'.:I, .... , is u,1'" optic'n foe youna f"""f'\r...1n ~ "~r.1 l 1e;" leg!>! 'lOhia and 
ruponE icl llies, hawever man~ younQ PIKIP18 ~re moliv~t~d I" ,,~I ... ,<.l the i' ~ "'I", lpalk:on in rl ~m[)("-'ocy 
btyono IM ~ct af YIllill g by tloilll) POI"::olIy 3C~'ve in ~ar1Ol1s commu~ity :oc llon groups c .. "l,"d ","""0 a 
pt1l~ o.. lar ,.. .... us .. or issue. i ke ooncern 1(11' l ll& enwoomcnt oftoo mo\ivatlld tly th e ir ~ perW l"I31 o:-:perience 
01 thIS Ossue In (h";r life . Ho""""". f"" (rth .... VfK'O{Il""'I'te they ~ r" SO dmUIl';lQnM Dr pdl,c.::l l PfCICes&e&. or 
.,.'" slr l~Y ""~w ..... d' It", pr.A i IJC~t f.I' ..... ,,~~ P,a\ 11'011 dol oot DO" ..... ~ ~ny mr.~\IiIllnn 10 pMtapl!l!e on this I'gh t. 

A commonty ;)Untlutcd d,!linccl>lrvO tor yoong P90Ple to partlc1pato In Auslfali~'s r.l 'r!II, .... ·,""y ..... ' l im larlV 
Irv""gh W>I 'l>g • '" tl>r!tr II>clr: 01 t~1 1tI DOIIIle8I IeIldI)lS YOlI'1. peoplo. 1!WQU9l1Oul ""flOut ~ have 
widely ctw .. ct",1zed poI'OCi" .... ;'5 I~~ ...,,, prnmi"""brf!"k ... ~· " ,~ <fIt"""lt lor )'OU1'\9 peoplo to be 
"",l"'ate<! 10 lfn"er!i-l~nd the COIII , •• \;IiUfl \Nt_"" ""~ a politiciafl 01"", how I"nI ...... ~ 11"" mallr> .en<11he tkw-
on CI'foCl 01 how this m/ec t& thei' t...e5. wllen In rtwlir VieW, looy bell""" Ill,,), <J ... 11ul hiye pow..rf"l, )'ou,h 
r&le ted find rel!p ecled role mo<!el3 ill PQlltIt.:IIIC OdoCr~hip. 

R"SI'<'~1 r\.Ot ~r..>ili~iil ."u u""i. iur , ",;o~i ''9 p,oce!lses cm .,..o ~ ' ...... '''' n )'<>llng nA()nI~ are II~tened 10 m"Oj ore 
encoll3ged to parl icipate. and ar~ g n lla~ e(l with in no~~ ";' lyrul w~y;. wc;' ~s face le fw..e rn .... tino' wilh 
PO~lC l on3. end Hyoogh thC opportunity 10 oak quosti on~. Them am somo basic prl nc lplo!~ thal """ ~H~rrtiBI 
~ " ~ O", <1i"9 t,,,.,,-;,........,. . lor Ihe "1I prOl:"~3e3 

" .. 0., "'~ ""''''.A"D '.,'., rr., . ~,. ,'" , 



Empowering exp~ri .. nc .. ~: yo~ng peopl~ ~~V fl g grealll< oomrcl MW their INes Illfouqh 
parllclPflllon;n process Ih~1 JIrDCt t~r ~ycs: 

Purposeful engagement: )'OI.IIl9 peol~ e takil'IQ on yslue<1 roles, addre3sing iS3LM lhal are relevanl 
10 lhem, ~ n6 ;"flmoncing ",~I o"tc.(')m"~: 
Incl""iv""~,,.s & Flexil,;lity ""S""''9 th"l ,,11 you,>:; f-"'C.V'" "'''' i<l>'", tu ~~'liLil'''l~ ill ~"x;"'~~~ III~t 
~ff~d Ul~ir I",es"', 

YOlHlQ peoplQ ~QVC cndurino erentl"" drl\lC (l(ld energy to otter when Qenuir.ely ell. aged with makinQ 
chnnac w~hl!l their K:l()/\I cornrnlJ'lil~, ~ nd 'Nh~ n lhey ~re I"kcn scn'orJ.11y Yn,mg roorlip ~'" not" 
IlOnlOg ~ OOIl" [TO IlP: lMy h ~v" CAJlh"~lIy die' .. " " wckgrollncl~, and hav" ~" .. ying Id" e~>""""",c,,S, Cre"ti~e 
~"d 'Ir~t ... gk lilo"",},11 ir,iu I-"U<.-..,~."s IU ""'H'nisu b~rri<-,," lu ~"~,, parlkip;Jtior1 for you"'J poop!« ~re 
",s'~Jlti .. 1. Some pctential barrier. to p~rtictpatlon may b!t, for example, dllfiCul:les in acce"ir'o!1 transport, 
p"~vklu" ne>l;l,1Iv9 pas: experiences of bureaucrati, proc~~oes as being 1Ok()ni~IIC, oxpMonco~ of boing 
discrimin,:Jted ~gal!lgl. IQW sclf.'05te>cm. Iow Iltcmcy, h-omCIQs:mess. poverty, infIGcessib l ily ot venue, ood 
IlmilC~ t,mc, 

13y "ri<>(lti"o rM ,"oo'/e principles, ""J "'"",<11 "",ill~ .,,'" ,.,Iui,'d "yu~1 "c'C· .. " for yVYr'!,l I"'CV;" lu ~~, 1 .. :'P~ I" 
i~ decis"' ,,-r,,;;kirIY ill''''''" that aftect their lives; young people ~re mono likeiy 10 become <lcti'le ilnd 
,,"lilusi",lic f"Irt <; ip~ms 111 dQmocracy, alld influ,mce their peers in a positive ~nd me~nin-.fut way 

Ci,ic~ "ducmkln ;l,~d democral ic participalion proces;es pfepare 3nd encoUl~go )'OlJIlg pooplo 10 grow ~ 10 
tl~ reSrXlnsible, enq"irinQ and aclNC citizcn~: With th~ ab; Ity to rnlcroot a()(! erogage, In a spi(~ 01 COOlmun Ily­
bui ld iIlQ. peCloo arld respect, Wlth tlt eir culll!f~lIy diY~ r~e ~ ()(! ChMIlir>g, loe.,i COOlmLJr1 ~y, 

11 iG worth ~"'o c0Il3iderill o that it i~ net ju5t yoong peopl~ d;"enoagir>g frOO1 dp.mocrocy Inrlir,ator~ 5lJch ~~ 
lal~ng vol", ,,",(li~tr~l"'n~, anrllow I/O!",t tlYnc~rls suggesllhal "".'y of the dr"~e,.,,,~ Y"J''!l ~""f-'le h~ye in 
" " ",'cising tt1,,"' tJ~""x' ~(i~ 'ilills .. rotJ Juti~~ we nut m.'rid"d ta Y""'19 people, but 10 all 01 us If effort., cnd 
r e"J<JI(;~' ~r" ",vested "'to i mprOllillq d9l'T1ocracy ~anllrallv, this may alSO flOW I~rooq~ to younq people ", 




