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Feedback Submission

1.0 Introduction

Legal Al Queensland welcomaes this opporunity 1o provide o response o Volces & Violes, a parffamentary
iniicy fnfer yoreg pecple engaging i democracy 0 Queensland.’

Legal Ald Quesnsiand ts the single largest legal service representing clildien and young propie withine the
Quecenstand |legal system.  In recognition of the unigue vulnerabtiites of children Involved in legal Gispuoles,
Legal Aid Queensland's Youth Strategy seelks to work towards cvery child and yourg person under ihe age
nl 18 having arness I appropriate and quality legal services.

Legal Ald Queenslians’s specialist services include:

+ The Youth Advocale

« Youth Legal Ald. which represants juveniles in criminal proceedings

s The Child Proteciion Team, for advice and represeniation of children mwlved in child protection
anans

»  Family | aw Team which includes Child Separate Representatives i the Family Court, where
children are the sulbject of residence o contact applications and

+  Social workers who prepare asgessmeant reparig in cases involving children.

In 2004-2005 Legal Aid Queensiand, in partnership with private taw firma aoing legal aid work, provided
representation in legal cases for 2370 children and yaung peogle and advised & further 1677 children and
young people o leyal dispales. The views expressed in this paper are infarmed by interactions with your‘lg

pacgle within the legal context,

Lagal Aud Quaensland recogmses the chellenges that young people and also, indigenous people face when
trying b access and participate in the governmantal and political processes of Queocnsland. Legal Aid
Queensland balisves lhat le kegacy of community disempowerment and rdependence left by historical
govermnment policles underpins ihe barriers to Indigenows young people actively paricipating n Ihe
domocralic process

Of note in relation tc the Inquiry is the large young population of Indigenous Queonsianders.  Indigenous
youing people 0 — 14 ypears make up 401% of the Indigennus population compared to 20.5% for the non
Indigenous population. ndigenous youny peopls ulldt‘l' 24 yaars make up H8% of ha Indigenous population
compavod to 345 of he non Indigenous population'

l3iven our involvermnen! with young psople with legal disputos, Legal Aid Queensland hag a particular interest
in advacating for all wiung prople ta assist them te develop & greater understanding of their logal rights and
responsibililies . Avcorchingly, the underlying framework for | egat Aid ODueensland's submission is thet

+« al children and young people have the nght to be cducated;

o the vulnersbilities of chitddren and young people bronght about by their age andfor incxpenence
necescitate special assistance for children in understanding what thewr legal rights and
responsitilities are; and

# there is a drect relationship hetween young people learning and understonding their legad rights
and responsibnlities, and young people engaging in damncracy in Queeansiand

! Australien Buresu of Siatisics, 2007 Ceasus of Populplion and Houging. 2001,
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2.0 Key Areas of Concern

2.1 Voting System and Electoral Commission Queensland (ECQ)

Educationfinfaormation

Voter registration
We submlt that the pomary facters sffecting young peaple’s motivation and docision fo enrol are awareness

and acoesaibHlily.

Any maasuras t increase young people’s awarensss of the process of envelment and thets eligibility for
enrolment should be explored. Bis recormeended thial eniovalive amd creastive edia carnpeigos Be onded
to engayge and promot young people in teking an interest in gantizipailng o thig srocass

Veler reqgsiration thraugh ECD kaison with BEducalion Gueensland, the Australan Taxation Office and
Gucensland Transporl could be an efficient way of capturing the altention of young peasle. This could take
the form of reminders te wote at schaod, upen ledging tax returns and upon cbtzaining/renewing criver's
leenses  To exglore this peoposition even furlber, & could be zrgued hal young pecple be aoiomelically
registered upan reaching woling age, although obtzining correct electoral information far this process could
e difficult without lalson wlih other govarnmant agencies.

Although we are advaceting tor a co-ordinated respanse trorh Gavernment in encouraging young people lo
enral Lo vote by providing them with direct and timely informatian, none of the saggeshons in oo snbmission
in this ragard suppor e intreduction of any forrn of natioral identification.

In addition, the crlical factor in metiveting woung people, and rafsing voung poopla's awcrencss of the need
to enrol is an elestion. We thercfore submil that campamgns targeling young people mus: be boostad ot thrs
time and the bme permitted befare closing electoral rolls should be axtended to ansure young people 2re not

disadvantaged.

Arcessibilily could be buosted by ensuring that there i eagier acoagss (o anroiment Information on the ECQ
and AEC wabsltes. Whie there iz information currentty proviged on boih websifes, it coud be batter
prasented and promotod o attract the attention of voung poople. Further, 115 likely that nany young péecpls
arc unawearg of the informaltion provided on these websites With Ehis in mind, it would be beneficiz| for tive
£ and ALC o develop inks with nther websiles that young peopbe wiidd frequently wsit, sush as radio
ancd telmvision wehsites, [Eis importent 1o note, daspile an overall shifll in e morggsed sse ol fechoology,
such as the intarmet, that some young pecple and mentbers of the population til do Aot have ready accoss

Lo the internel.

fddilional strategies noluding targeted public awarenass, education and media campaigrs ara necessarny in
arder o reach a hroad cross-section of the popotation of young peaple. [0 light of this, aad in relation o
servicing Queensland's young lndigenous peeple, ECO swieness campaigns should be cultusally relevand
and promated i a varialy of ways, including across remate araas of tha State,

Finally, it must be added that young people need fo be aware of the potential for them to enral provisionally
from tha age of 17 We submit that pravisionzl enralment is not widely knawn and s an impartant factor in

FENCOLNEGING Yoy peoge o vole,

Polllng stations
The opening hours for paliing stations should be lengthenad to raflact the [act that many yaung people are

engager in casual cmployment that ccoupies thew on a Saturday and which can prevent them from voting,
Toung prople wodld Be more molivaigd 1o make the eforl to vote if they are also aware of alternate oplions
which do not reguire them o vote on that day. ¥We submit that many young peaple andior their employers
are not gwore of yohng cntiticenents and optionz when comtled in @ waork capacily on the day of an
clection and recommend that the ACC fake action ta puhlicise thess aptinns
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Further, il would be sasy to terget young volars by cnsuring that palling stotions are located at univarsitles,
shapping centres 2o loral srhnels - places that young peopie would have a greater tamianty with.

We ttclerstand thal eleckomic voting is not yat at a stage whars it coold replace standard voting practice,
fiowewver, we would support ongoing resedrch in this arew. Further, we note thal the ARG has ninderta ken
research with Elestrenic Yoting Machines and found some clear benefits ta this technelogy. The abilily 1o
roduce madvertent intormal voles by infarmmg a voler that 1hey may be about to cast an infarmal voda, 2nd
nffaring the ahility da recensiser, and by offening the abiity, tor the first time, for @hnd or other votors with 3
disahility to cast lwdr own, in-assisted vake, throngh the provision of veice or clher technology on the
machines. \We submt thal the capacity to warm ahout casting an indonmal vote wauld be of crfical inporta nee

to inexgericnced volers.

Advancg Voling
We note that poslal voles ere Bready avalable to people unable © cost a vote on Elgction Day due to work

commitments, amangst ather factors. As noted above alse, we submit thel thiz 13 an option thatl should be
mare broadly publicised to young people, perhaps upon registration fora Tax File Numbe-.

e Submit that extending the avaltablity of gostal voting to all voters upun reguesl, may assisl, but is not
necossarly a pretess that would fusthor promate woting to young paople, Postal voting is, after all, 3 process
that often requires even more crganisation than vahing in tha usual mannor,

Close of rolls
There is no guestion that young people would be disadventayed by cosing the rolls immedialely after an

alaction iz called. As has been stated earllar, when it |2 considered that most young people emoiling would
bz first lima veders, £ s unswpriaing that the annauncement of an alection g considedsd 3 key trigger in

enceuragrng young peccle o enral
We submit that if anything, the time allowed o regislen o vole shiould be exterdead.

Ve nole that Spogial Mirster of State, Eric Abelz, has recently made a spesch to tha Sydney Institute’
propoaing that the Clecforal Rall be closed immediateby upon calling an clection. Yo submit thal this changse
would  drastically dieadvantage young penple from registering 1o vote. Miniater Abelz argues that
disadvantage o youny people would nob ocour because young penple da net overwhelmingly favour one
political party ower ancther. ¥We submit that this argument ignares the imporlance of getting young peopls te
anrol and become invodvad in the poltical prosess, ragardless of which party they may vobe for,

A turther issue of moncern s the negative impact that a8 refuaat of enralment may bave on G young person's
willingness o 2pgage in future political participation If 2 young person eagerly sltempts to enrol befors an
eleclion, bul is told that they will nul be eligitle to vole due to close of the malls, it is likeiy that they il
tacome dislliusioned with the procass. Wie submit that all attempts by youny people lu engage in the political
process should be eneouragaed.

Fixed Election Day
A fixe) election day would be bveluable 0 allowing clear education to young people o the alectoral

procass. it would be far easier for young people to remember whan 10 vole and when ey would need to
cnral by il alections were hield on a fixed day. That Sqid, we acknowledgs that this [ a change that would

have far reaching political ramifications.

4% Blector al cefonrn awhing Lo e imeanacy faier for all” ADDRESS TO TIHE GYOMNEY INSTITUTE, 2005,
tullpedfvne riofa oo s stshdedis wep?TAble =S58 217

cMavamhber 140K



Feedback Submiss

MNew vatlng sysiem
W submit that the crital Faclor on his 153U 15 ensuring a level of consisiency betweaen voling practice at o

Slate and federal level As noxperienced votars, il s highly likely that yonng renpfe would ba easily confused
oy the varying requinments al a state and federal Tewvdl.

Thal said, wa agaln acknowkedos 1ial this is & change that would have far reaching palitical ramifllzations,

Voling age
We note thatl the vating age was last lowered in 1973 We submit that the legal vespansihilttes of young

Feopde Dawve chiznyed considerably since thal time and that young people are now morg fkely Lo be dreclly
affected by government policy.

Yo noknowledoe that not all young people would necessarily be inlerested in volng at & younger age, but
that many would have goad reason to be interasted We note that respansibilitias start easdier than a young
parsan’s eightesnth birthday. A young perscn o may ave left school 2ol be working and  peying taxes.
Alternatively, o youny pesson may be sludyiog full-time, but engaged in pafitical aciivity, i our submission, il
is dlso nighly relevant 10 note that voung pecpls In Quaensgland ara conslkierad crimirally rasponsible as
adults from the age of 17, and are sent to adult prison from this age.

In short, young pecple are directly atfecicd by govarnment policy an A warety of issues including sociai
securilty, edurahon, e envirnnment ann the legal system.

Tlhezfpne, we submit that it may be appropriate to extend NoN-CoMmpUIsSory vating to young peopile aged 186 to
18

At a minirmum, we submit thal the government should cantinue to menttor qublic opinion on this issue.
2.2 Education

Chivice Education and Participation

Logal Aid Guecnslang's fundamontal approach o the provision of legal aervices to children and woung
peaple 13 consistent with locel, national and international conaensus that because of Bhe vulnersbilibes
bircmight abowd by theic age andfor incxperience, children reqguine spacial assistance in understanding what
thedr degal rights and respopsibiliies e I Legal Ald Queensland's experfence, o Key o ingieesed
parlicioation ang nterest in demoeracy (5 young poogla lasming and undarstanding sheir legal rights and
raspansibilitias at 3 young age or at least by the time they arc voting age.

Allhougn it is not Legal Aid Queensland's core busingss, we are oflen approached lo raspond te recuests
from schocls and varimis agencies to facilitate presentations and attend community evants with the aim of
aducating younyg geoale gboul thedir fegal ogbils and responsibifilies, The loval of response o lhese reguests
oflen avcars on an ad-hoc basis, as these addilional commitments are dependent on capacity issues. There
I$ 4 greatar demand, and demonstrated community necd for this conumunity educational rote than Leqat Aid
Quconsland has the capagty to provide.  Other community agencies and indeed, the Queensland Polige
Service alzo facilitate schoal prezeniations on a regular basis.

Lhoaderstanding the lga and young people's perticipation in democracy are inlerlinked. There are momerous
Youlh devalopmont ragearch strdlse that suggest that young pecple da want to parilclpate In their local
community ang decision making that affects ther lives®. Many youlh agencies facildate opportunities for
yaung people to have their say on community sanes, however, thare are also governing laws which limit,
and ab times contradict the bype and extent of yeong people’s Full panlicigation in sociedy.  For exampls, in
Coesnsland, 17 year olds gre regarded as 100 young 13 buy afcohol, get married without parentz| consent,
anier inlo many types of leqally binding contracts, or sus another party in mast civic disputes,  Howswver,
despite these faglers, and not bang able to vole at 1/, young people in Wueeansland are censidercd
criminally respnnsibile as aditts from this age, and ace sent te adolf prigon froem this Age. 48 praviensly noted

in o sotardssicon.

! Comsuiting Young Meople about tneir ldes and Cpinions, Cresting Shamgs in Yaur Comtuty (20043 Youth Affans Councrt O Wicloria
[ s v v arg. au |
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Young people gain “heir understanding of political and legal systems in a vancly of ways. Many young
peuple seek ool their parents as a source of informahon abaul vofing and paolitical matters and as they grow
older are Hkely to ba exposed to receving information infurmally biwugh public forums such as the media,
and farmally via teacaers within the school environmant,  We suamit that ine school envionmienl is the maost
sonsistenl and appropriate place 1o learn aboul Givics education and will complement all olher sources of

fearning that young prople bave arcess tn,

in 1987, the Australian Law Reform Commission released a repurl, "Seen and Heard = oy for childeea o
tho legal process” following its inouiry into issues which Included legal representatiun aod advecacy Tor
chidren and their access 'o legal processcs, the apprepriatencss of procedures by which ehildren give
evidence, the appropriateness and effectivencss of the legsl process in protecting chid consumers, and

issues relating to childien in fedenal jurbsdictions.

The repont discusses chifdren /n education and specifically refers o civic responsiviity and education
reforms. Recommendation 37 {from the Seen ond Heard report ((198T) states that
Guidefines o1 national best practice 1or student partagation n school docision making shouls be
develaped. The gurelines shaufd inclide material that assists students o understand their rghls
and responsibilities in e conlexd of school decisions affecting them A handhook for teachers and
students explalning the guidelines should be prepared apd distibuted to all schanls in Anstealia

Ine report also makea the following key points in the introductory discussion on clvics education and
prarticipation

The fundamenital right of chitdren tn be educeled is rellected in arlicle 24{1] of CROC.
Masi Avstralian chifdren xpend a significant percentage of their ime in the formal education systerm.

The eduvation systear and legal processes inlersect in 2 number of significant ways. Af schoof
young people often have their firs! expostre tu milvrorion about rights and responsibilities oulside
the famiy. Educating young psople about the fogal system can asseiv! hewr [v participste effechvely
in socrely ani should have a positive offoct on the relationship they have with legal boies as adwls.

For the mafanty of childron, tho achool is the first and most important soclal Institufion witti wilsch
yoning prople have nontact cufside the family. Af school, the chid lcarns how to mleract with ofthors
and e rifes of social behaviour, and education plays a vifal rofe in estabfishing for the individusl a
permanent, frealifnye rrermbership of sociefy, When & student fails in this proness o (s fadled by & the
censaguancas for the individual and soclety are offent darmaging and gapenisve,

In addition o groviging education on righie and responsibilities, schools give femies and apprpriafe
professtonals the opportunity to addross loarming, behaviouraf and social problems o3 soun ax ey
appear 50 as to greally reduce the risk Of chifdien cominp info adverse cantact with the jegal system.
Wihile sciwrals showld nof be the anly site for early infervention they have a crilical role because of

the amount of ime chifdfren spend (here’,

Apan from whatever famiies may themselws incidfuale, one of the more imporfant ways fhat
chidren first learn about the concepl of formal legal procassaes is through their experiences of school
disuipline. The way school rles are sel and cnforced. particuttorly the processes associafed with
discinline and excluson, may affect the way young peaple react lo and interact vith authontios and

fegal procegses throughou! thedr adull fves.

" musteolion Law Aetorm Cammnission, "Soon and Haard - pnonty for crildean in the legal process™, 1997, Repor ko s 194
:ALIHFHIIHH Law Aeform Commiszivr, “Seen Al Brasid — ety o child oo e lagal pracess”, 1997, Repart Mo 04 p101

Seen and Heard - 1iouae of Representstives Stording Convmittes an Employvment, Educatan and | rainmg Ropan of (e (nguine o
Frapncy amd Exclirsion of Chiltren Gnd Young Peopte irom Schoal AP 5 Canbera 1996, 11
T Aeen and Heard - This was emphasieed in liouse of Rapresentatives Standing Commitice an Community Attoin fapnd an Aspecis of

Yoush Homalgegness AEPS Canbara 1S an 10
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Ghildran are wilnerable and often disadvantaged in their dealings with inslitutions and adults beeause: Hhey
Rave  little  wnderstanding of  haeic dghts and  responsibililies. They  subsegueably may beve  Hillle
understanding of the governmeni services or complaints mechanisms availabla to them, and of the rolag and
Tunctions of diffgren stakehalders in the fogal aystom,  The Soor and Acard ropon slatcs that schocls, in
patiners g with tamiliss, shoukd play & cenkral role in teaching children about theid rights and responsbilities
in a hberal democratic. society This should assist in the development of a palilizally aware pn[;mlahnn anil
help children o becume ore ellfectve i dealing with legal poocesses as juveniles and as adulls®,

Addilionztly, the report higilighted that young people participating in focus grovps repestadhy commented un
the need for schools 10 place more emphasis on teaching life skills, Thle was ssan as 8 way of enabiing
shildren to dool with their preblems o ssucs arsing offestvely rathor than rosorting to anti social or

affending behaviou:”,

wome important intislives have been supported in the past.  The report refers to an anncencement made b}r
the federal ("nw-mmﬁ-n! that freen 1593 all schoal shdents in years 4 to 10 wnold take comipulsory fessons in
rivics and citizenship®. The national civics program, Discoveriny Democracy, inclides materizl on principles
of demouracy, The development of the constitution and the responsibilities of differant levels of government.
We understand that this program received funding uniil 2004, howaver stil continues o advecate for tha
inchagion of modules in the (Stwdy of Socicly and the Environmenty SO syllabus in prircnary and high
schools.  (racoverng Democracy alao provides a comprehensive and resourcetul webaite with links to

tailored feaching malerials'’

Accarding ta 1he Seen and Heard repnit, teachinn children aboul their rights ang responsibiities in school
and in the wider communily is probably more likely Lo Bolsber parents’ and teachears’ apthoity than undermins
iL Like fllLJ‘a-t adults, children will generally be more willing 1o follow rutes they unrderstand and can sew he

reed for'

There ara many thamas currently Incluted in civics edusation curritula and programs, which are relevant o
the issues considercd n this Inguiry, including: Ywhy have slections? What i3 parmament?  What does MF
atand ror'? Whal does an MP do? Why political parties? How does a government wark? | low do | get active
iN my lnral coememoniy?  Heay is the faw made?

ql nry int Abariginal

The recommendatiors made in "Hands on Parliameant - a parlimmentacy commites in
e suppoited and

and Torres Stral ishoda peupley’ parlicipation in Cuesnsland's dermogralic processes'
ralevant for reference to in this section also,

If paricular relevanco 15 Hecomemendation 4

Givan the sitong link betwesn educetinn about democratic processes and parhepation in those
crocesses, the Minisler for Educalion should revigw (he ngiure aod exdanl of cvics and cilizenship
aeducation for all students in Queens|and schools and consider whether more can be Sone to:

< gnsure that civics cducabon 15 taught to all sludenis in Qucengland Fehools

* increase the effectivenass of the manner in which civics and citizenship education is
taught to Aboriginal and Tores Strait Islander students;

» gnsure bl civics gand citizenship ecucation incledes an Indigenous perspeciive and
tlazching ahort Aborlginal and Torres Strait siandar peoples” exparlencas of clvics and
cilizership: and

+ ensure that all teachears (both pra-service and axisting) ondertake training in Aboriginal
and Torres Sait islander studies.

ﬂulfstrallan Lawr Haform Commmsslon, “Sean and Heard -- pr:nnu,r foe chillgren In she legal procass”, 1997, Repart Ao 84 po 163,

" Seen and ! leand - Adslaivs Tacus Groug 28 April 1895, Gee also A Daniel & J Gemwall 4 Los! Geﬂﬁrreramr? Austrakan Yeoull
F-:-ur‘dam:n Sydnoy 1593, 13

D Hemp, hiinister fror Sclocds, Yocatioesl Ecloration sans Tusingog Mecha nzlegss 8 May 1957

r.:m} habg it i e dum, d fu, Softiomesrdewtose e bl
r"'luxlr.rm.-l 10w Refines Saneiissicn, “Sren A Beaml - prioeity foe ehildrse e e degal preoress®, 1897, Repedd N Bd

" Legisfabve Asgombty of Queersland, Lagal Constitutionsl and Adminisirative Rovicw Ccmmltlcc Somuember 2003, Hoads on
Patliamert — A parfameniany nguine itta Abarfginal and Torres Shal fsfanger penpla s’ participotian 1 Queensand’s demorratic

roscazes [Report Mo 42
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And Recommendation 6

To enhance and encouraye e invuleermeal, ilerest and paricipation of Ahoriginal and Torres Strait
Islander people, particularly youth, in parliamentary processes, Palimmentary Education Services
shoufd,
v review its programs and edecational materal to ensure hal Lhey are nclusive of
Aboriginal and Tures Suail Islander peoples; and
¢ consider ways in which Aboriginal and Torres Strait lslandar cllizens might be further enguged in
pariamentary education, for example, through smaller scale parliamentary activities conducted
in regioral and remale areas, and by rdeveleping parbamentary resource Kitsin conjunchicn with
Education Queensland fur indusion in civics education teaching.

I'he Queensiand Government should provide additional funding fo the Parliamentary Service fur use by
Parliamentary Cducshion Servicea to develop and impiement relevant pregrams and material,

While there are a number of existing programs and curnicula alrcady developed and implementad In primary
schools and high schonls. there is concerne thal hese cuniculs may not be implemaniod consisiently across
All sehools, both vattm e slale and private school systerms, and that once students reach secondary school
the clvics aducation course may be an efeclive wnly, effectively meaning that not all students will be
participaling in this learring opportunity.  Efforls need 1 be made to ensure thal ihe majorily of stodents at
all lavela at schooling have had acgcss to [caraing about civics and participation in democracy

2.3 Engaging young people with politics & politicians
[Relevant to ‘The Political System and Politicians’ and ‘Young Peopie and

the Community’ sections]

Motivalion Verses Meaningful Participation Verses Tokenlsm

When ynung paople or indeed a person of any age teels strongty. and 5 molivaled aboul an issue and wants
to creale change, there are numerous challenges ahead. or young people, the chalienges can b2 more
comphcated by fesings of hniled sxperience, limiled resources amd limited understanding of political
processes, and most commaonly by not being “leken seriously” by polilicians or people seen in have decision-
making powaors. Young people are typically steractypad as being politically apaihel. tis a more [ikely
acenaric that fevel ot motivation is e stronger influencing facior on young peopla's panicipation in demucralic
|'H'I'-'|.'~ﬁﬁ*|l“'.:'-|

Fulfilling the responsibility to wote bn g edection s one option for young paople o enact 1heir legal rights and
ragponsibilities, howsver many young people are motivated o exlend their padicipation in demneracy
beyond the act of valing by being politically active in various commumnity action groups centred atound 3
parlicular cause or issue, like concern for the environment, often motivated by their own personal experience
of this Issue in their ife. However, for ather young people they are so disillusicned by pelitical processes, or
are simply unaware of the political provess hat they da not posses any mativation o participate in this hght.

A commonly attnbuted disincentive for young people to participate in Aushralia's demuciacy - parlicularly
thronigh woeting - 15 their lack of trusl in polilical leaders \"ﬂun? pcople. throughoul varous studies have
widely characlerized polficians as liars and pramise-breakers’™. M is difhcult for young people to te
motivated to understand the connectiun betwsen whal a politician does, bow policias are made and the flow-
on offect of how this affects their lives, whan In thair view, they balieve they Ju nul have powerful, youth

related and reapected role models in poliical leodarship.

Respect for politfeal and decision making processes emerges whan young people are listened to and are
ansouraged to paricipats, and are anganed with in mieainglul ways. such as face ko face mestings with
podticians, and through the dppartunily 1o ask questions. There ara some basic principles that wre essertial
a8 A ginding framawnrk tor thase processes,

" aiFrotassor Murray Print, Dr, Larry Saha, Dr Kathy Edwards, Youth Electiral Sty H00d
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ey principles underpinning yondh padicipation include aiming For:

Empowering experiences: young people having greater contrcl over their |lvaes  through
partleipaiion in process that aifeet their lives,

Purpesefut engagement: voung pecple taking on valusd roles, addrassing issues thal are relevant
g them, and iafluencing real antanmes;

inclusiveness & Flexibility: ensuring thal all youny people are able to parlicipale in provesyes st
affecd (heir ves ™,

Young peonlc have caduring creatve drive and energy [0 ofter when genudingly emngaged with making
change wathun theic local communily, snd when they are fakon sedously.  Young people are not g
homagenois group; they have rulturally diverse backgraunds, and have varying e experences. Creative
And strategic thought ano pocesses W rommise barmers W0 enable padicipation for young people are
essential. Some potential barriers o parlicipation may be, for axampla, difficullas in ascassing ranspon,
previous negatlve past experiences of bureaucratic processes as heing tokenishe, cxporiences of boing
discrimingted agamst, fow sclf-osteem, low Itcragy, homelossnass, poverly, inaccessibility of venue, and

hmited bime.

By aropling the above prinziples, and encowizging and valuing eyl access [oe youry people o parbcpate
in decision-rmaking forns that affect their lives, young people are more likely to hecoma active and
enlhgsigstic participanis i damecracy, and inflience their peers in a positive and meaningful way.

Civics education and democratle participation processes prepare and encouwrage young people 1o grow up 1o
D& regsponsible, anguiring amd actlive shizens: with the ataity to inlgract and engage, in a spint of communify-
building. peace and resgect, with thair culturally diverse and changing, local community.

iz worlh also considering that it s not just young peaple disengaging fram democracy. (ndicators such as
talling valer registratinns, and lowe voter tuenouts suggest thal many of the challenges yuang people have in
ewerzising their dermoc alv righls and duties gre not restricied ta young people, but lo ail of us. Il efforts and
respurces are invested ntq improving democracy ganarally, this may alss flow through to young people ™
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