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The subject m~t\", ur tlti. in\jui,y has had a 1000g hi story III Qucen~land nod, I have 10 :my 
with Jeep r<"Srct , on Ihi,1 occ~'''m I !till unehlc to contrihute very much that would he 
n~w, As tn .... h!l migflt be done to improve \hin~~, I continue 10 Ollpp,m \b~ prup<:»;;ti~ 
oontalnNl ill the: ~eens land Colll>titutil>1tlI1 Il,,,,,,,,,,,, (;u" ' mi~si..,,,'s Rep<:orI .n J:(M)1l 
(pp.Sg-89) ",bi<:h "":CI'" tu ;nvi'" the Min,$ltr tor I'.do"",tonn III rcpnl't I'tgu l~lly 10 dle 
1.\.-1!islali'O'l' A~~hly o n the " l.1le of the problem and P'O£re9S towar4s remedying it, :md 
10 .,slabhr.to and oruUlIUlill a Slate Eletlomt F:ducalion Ccn«:J, if po ,s:ii lll" in C~t;o .. 
with Ihe Auw;lliQn Eleclora l Commis~io ". Tv thall would I>QW lIdd IhIIl ,I .. d<.~orah lc 

tillll th~ Cu .. "uitl,l;~ ~xp) icil)y cndor~t ~OIlT;nMtinn of oompll l~ry votin~ at State mu! 
[.oca] Uov~rnment c I CGIl<>n~ tor illlppCllr~ qllite likely that it~ ab.a.nd(lnmcnt for 
Commonwcalth elections will be an issue at tht next red~ra! "kct i(>n, due in 2007_ 

·n .. ('.ono mjllc:c'~ Idm ir~hle Ili_,",UM'IOft riper reported a number of IlSl:f",1 sources, 
' ''''hodlng I W8..\ plcll3ed IQ see. h",ving btCII previously asoocia tcd wi lh Ihe u'WI"i-,...t''''''' 
/nlem.!1ion31IDF.A 's Youth P-,mieip:.uUII Repo..><L 1I 31$0 a~bled the it nojt",I .-Inck nf 
AUS1.nllioon ,.hll~ h .. w h ich I would a.:kl o l"\ly (re I'iCIln: 6, p.l l ) tlvll odler dQ\1l 1i"()II'I a large 
natiooltl sr.mplf. cnllcclcd hy tlK: AEC whell l was then: su¥~led tl"l.at lhc iIKII:iIst' in 
cnrnlmcnt opparel"K betwe~ I & and 2~ WM v~'f ~ mud ~ fu"~1.io.,,, ufage, and lb., two 
po~ible facwr. Lh~t rni!-\ht ~lT~cl a se " ~e of civic respon~ih;fii)' _. !!Clllng JlWITIcd Rnd 
havin8 a chikl _ did 1){oT "I"'r<'~r to he ~TgnifiClm1. A5 10 the three broad uplion.~ the 
1 Ji <CU~~~m Pllper jdenlitled (p. J 9), I Vi/!I'j mltch doubt th~l ioc,."..:d ~oe , .;:ion ",,,,Id "'"I P 
()I" tlw ,hen! [~ ",uell ml,r" Lhal e,,,, b~ J.., ,,,, by w"y of m«ohan;$m~ enc:oorllging 
emul",,,,,L I W<l<I ld s.oy, as 1 hn<e on ...:va-al {Nb-he OCCll3ionJ, 1!1l1l Sudden ~los;"g of the 
mU rri ..... ln a fodcml clCdiOft w ith the effeet of preventinc many thousand:. of "",,,,,,ia! 
:"omg VQIer.; from (lfl rolling. is eenllin tu d i""'ount"...- paolKipaliOl\ SU Mlllnhlllly. I also 
doubt tOOl 1I ")' !ot( tn or i"C C lljiv~ 3Ild reWllltb hit' mllr.h 10 offer, end if attl1lCti"" <'''flough 
might: prcve iu I ..... "'~·r.1lI10 he ~n encouragement to fruudult:nl tntolmenls in (he !mme 
w.~y 3' en rol mcnt-btlsed proof of age dtl(;um ent~ have been 1;0Ul1h\ in tlnk r I" gain entry 
10 licensed premlEes. 

Th~t !rAV~' pcr:Illa., ion Il3 the only re~lisdc option, and to than ~nd I woul~ liI<~ tu 

Im:ntloo brieny SO lne publlcallons nOl In ,lie TJi""'US5i ... , l'apo.~ ' t."" I"" I. ....... I .. , .. ~ , 1<"0 ...... 
10 mcnw",'$ ..,f tlt" C ... """itto>. 1l~ au, ~.w . ..,1 = 1 articb in PQrlulIwlllory tIjfi,ir.7, 
11o~ joUl""] onhe I 1;0' ...... "' !-.rocidy ofwhich l am Q membeT. They have mainly focused 
o n CvldclKC of 6cdining lumoul in the eonlt!XI tl f Uni(c~ Kj"KWJUlK'lilk.J, ~"dthe 
cxistence of corrt])Ulwry v", in~ ""re ",~~l~ ~OTl1 e of Ihe tcntl~nt"'~ which they idcnli fy a~ 
1X'$><ihl., elluse~, However the chHr;K"'ri~i c~ nftn......: tcndcndcs Md tilt remedills 
,ecommc""".rl may he o f a~~istance to the ('".('lm mittee, and I will brieny mention thr~~ 
pieces. Brit ish evl!lcnoc seems more i mm~diately .~Ie~"nl tu AU$I,aliarl problems than 
A mcrican, a ", ielY that w:n ,,, i,,r ... u-J by tbe nb-.en'atioll of ~ wr:ll -rceardcd Arr1(:rica.n 
iuum,.! is" A.:bm N~"mey, (".()\lr.ri nc ,he 2(I(JS Rrili3l1 clcction: 

. lAin ci«lton that offICial ly luStS only a month can make'l h:lrd~I ' 10 do Lhe u ..... 
Ihe-;roijnd OIl;;\Ilizin i' Ihal h:ts beo:olne no n itical tu American democracy_ ' In ~n 
ele!:lM:o-n w])l:r~ they L-dll il 30 d~y~ al!e.,d 01" Im ... _, Ihe ~yQ~.m wnrk.\ bt"'imt 
b" ;Id,,,!! Cil'~l i n ~ o"'w' r ...... ,' .<.>I~ Joc I r ipo-di, Ml Amcricun I>O lilieol consul lOOI 



woo ha~ advised the Labor campaign lmd will) worked [ur Huw",d l'><:afl. (N YT, 
1/3/05) 

Lk'['(>~ueviJj"'.' 1'~Ule;nit ion of A IllCrlctill cnthu~iasm lor voluntary groups 5till holds 
good; which groups huYO orJ;3ni~;alionJl clout Il)r citi~cn involvement may var~ OVEr 
time. ['resent ly cvangcli ~al ch urch~s «re in Ihe a'~~'J<I~"L. 

Th~ fir.t article, and 1 think the mast interesting, was by Stepilell CoJeman, Professor or 
E-Ocl11ocracy ~l OxtOrd. 11 lal ked of "[l]WO h(Juso&, next door 10 onc another. )Cl al most 
011 dirf~rent plj"ets" (PA, 56(4), (x(uixrl003) in l~rm~ to chj]) the blood of iIIly 
dedicated advocate r}j" ci~ le educ.ill i(lt' 

1 

IftllCrc is a fundllmenWl structure nndlor cu[lum] j;:ulfbc!woen the pojiti<.:ai cJ~,~ 
and e~eryone else, teaching thG language "rthe polili~"l cl"" tu lhu,e oul,id. it 
will simply reinforce the ~Cnse of di$tanc" b~tw"en th~,m. (p.7 ,~H) 

Ncv~r1ilcb< that language must be taught nnd primary and sccond~ry :;.;;ilool cnurse~ ure 
the neoe~sary vehicle, I am regularly saddened to scc an Austrlllianjllurnali,j wril.<: and 
"" Austral i"" "ub-~dit"r "od II"Hugh a reference to "Senator Joc Mc.Carthy, chai rman of 
the 1101 "e 111\~m~rican AClivitic, Comm ittcc." Ifjoumalist3 don't sce the m i ~tBke, how 
can their [\;(l<kr~? I would cnll the Corn mime', :litem; nn tl> the findi ng, of a ~a( ional 
oumplt (n 1,872) sur"c~ an~r Ih. 1984 [~<lcral .kdi"rl that i" r.'IJU",e le. th. ~ue'1il)n 
"Fcdcml Parliaolent is ntad~ 11 fI (If tWfl I r ''''SI''. ro the hest of YOlll' knowledge, wilal arc 
their names?" only 71 ,S% cmne up with House of Reprt>enta1ive~ or I ,ower J-lOU5~ ood 
22,4% could net sUj,iO\est ~ n~mt. Tu (tw ,ub'~<juo:rlt <ju",( KHI, "I" wlt;';h "r tl,.,,,, (Ih~ 
Senate and the 1·10,,;0 of J< epr",'''''tahve,)ln Mr I [~wk" ""d M r 1 '""cnd .,il"'" "" Iy hIJ.'>% 
ldentijied the flouse, 17.2% nominOled t~ e Senate and 21.0% did netirnow, (AEC 
Rl!scarch Report 1185.- lnfrmnal V OIil1l; 1984 !JO!J,\'I! of ReprcscnlaliV('s Reporl {1985), 
dlap,5.) IC tile," M~ 110 "",ss the,,,. 10 start with, it i. dil'ticllit to h,'ng more diniclIlt 
intortn~ti~n (11110 .""ncrh,ng. rhere is no rC3:1(ln to believe basic knowledge ha~ 
impruved [)Vcr the ['!n~t 20 years, 

For CokmJn, Md he , s. very r.onvincin e ()() the point, th" rhdnci c "f "re'.!mtoechnn" tai I ~ 
in rolitic~ because it is "un impo~:;jbi I ity, c~ecpt perhup~ for tb~ m():lt eI~mentnry level (I j' 
panlelpmloll In imporwnt elcctiu~~:' g~l~nti()Jl of In«( clemeruafY ><l"nin~ p'-)im is why·) 
"""tti"",, to argue IQr eornpllhory voting a. stroL1gly as possLble. Recently the Victims of 
the New Orleans 1100ds were invariably called "poor und bluck" und it wus added that 
was WilY the pO!itic~1 pnlCCs,~ i~nored them. But they ware also non·votarii, and thal wa~ 
th~ """I im",.,uiatc r~aSU1J why they could be sll;>.mefuliy ignored by several levels of 
govcmmcL1t. It "'")I oc an "I~""'"tary kv~1 of rnrtJcipatirm, hut It. IS ha, val "e ror JIJ<,tiee 
and equity c(lnsiocmtions, Colcnmll was nbo skeptiwl of technological ~olutiofJS which 
were being oyer·sold, thoul:h a\ the end be did suggest "a conception oftwo·way 
a~cwlIJ1aLil ity" that rcqu i,.ed ,...,w teclmologi es of' Inler<>c,tivity 3L1d tb~. LlIu111ri L1g of 
£"nllin" '~''P~ct'' r.dwc~n (he twn house., hc had frlllnd. (Curiou~y di~cu~,i"ll' of 
technology do wt mention the dystnpian film and Peter Cook vehicle of 1970, "The Ri,e 
and Rise of Mi(.hael Rimmer," which drew allcllliuH W ~"'v~rJI rd~vollt i.,u~~ like voter 
fatigue. 0.1 the other hand, Gearl,'" C IIX~ley" rec.tnl "Uood Night, And Uood l.'K'.k" 
"OOLlt I':dw~rrl H. MLJ,mw " cXllCtly the wrt of mas~ mcdi~ product that can in~re wine 
young peuple tt, tuke un interest in politics and get involved.) 



Peler Kellncr, a leading pollslt'f whu,., ur~a" i~~ti(J" had coooucted the sur~cy work 10'­
Col~m'm', pi~c~, Ui'~ll,sed the "cull ure of ,kl<>",hme"t." (1'1\, YI(4), Octohcr 2(04). Ile 
wLshes (er promote "1HJlhcnlicity" to defeat detachment by chunging campaign ~yle~, 
seeking to involv~ electors b>enllinely, recognizing that "a.Il p<)I;li~, is k",,,I" m,,] rcvjvj,,~ 
k1cal campaiglling. Thi, ha. [l) be done in the face ofc.Qnsidcr~blc changes;o lne 
pol ilK:al ~nv j,r:ml1cL1t: daims tQ err,at~r cnmrctcncc instead flf in:;pirutionai vision. 
poiic,e., that make only u ~mnH difference at the m:u-gin, trench. warfare aboul details 
in:lI:ead of swc~ping ballJe~ about prinl'ipks, and J~di"ing lu~"l p~r!y llq,~""i'.lOli,,,,,; jhat 
"\(lIJ ofl.,n rcs~lJlblc fLo.talg;.: ra" dubs tOl [>op stBr.~ in Md in~" (r .1<4'1) 

, 
,> 

Ed Vllizcy, a Conservative Mr, cited evidence that young people rellliy w~r~ it1len:st~d in 
politics _ a Noningh~m Tr~nt Univer~ity surv"y in 2003 f ()UOO 56% interested III JX'litKs, 
almOSI as many illterested in a een<:rnl and more than half who d,scus~cd politics with 
ti,m,1 y or fri"nd~, and 88% could define issues they thought important but "'turrn:d (1 rr' by 
the im:lgc ofpulitics and polilicians (rA, :;8(3), July 200~) IOr r~a,or,. whkh dlJsdy 
r~~~mb1c Kdhu:r',. 011 tI,. disc.u,~in8 politics pomt, it should be r~m~mber~d Ihal 
Australian d~la have Mown m[)rc wives think they discuss politics with their nl,;soonds 
than husbands Ihink they discuss politics with their wives. Like many writers, he was 
inclined lu S~~ dmn~cs ,i .. ,;;" hi$ <)\",ll youlh, in hi. case the iudu,tllal strllggle, ClI 
Thatch~rism, Mrl th'" ht:lit:v t:d th"t tcchn()logic~1 change (for 3OurCC' of political 
information) and consenslls politics had led youth not to rely on old Slructures. 
Nevertheless he thought it pmsibl" to auapl politi~;tl I"""""e, 10 ne"" rnind_seh_ 

For cx~mple, (h~ Sl,tcc"". of /Jig 1In>1"~" '" cncour"grng votcr i~ ... Iwi()u~. Onc's 
vote makes an in~1nnt and signillcnnt difference, By picking ur the phone or 
sending a text you can atl"ect immedime chan~c, (p.633) 

Remooi~, m[gl,l Lherc rure be found in direct democ.racy _ Ill<.' referendlilll 2II,d 11," 
mjtj~t iv~, rerh"P~ Internet vilting. Not surprisingly, he did 1Iot mention the other icg of 
direct democracy, and the OtiC presumably closest tCl Big Bm/her appeal-the recall. My 
O\VlI impn:s,ion of th" h [}lh UTa"''' uf the rc~~lI u f Guve",,,,,. Grey of Cal i fomi~ and his 
~ub!;Cquent repl~c.elllcnt ~t ~ "p",._j~1 eI~Clion hy ~ m~jnr ""lVI'" 'f~r i< that it w~_, wdl 
reported m th~ ."u~trolion modi~ but it. 3y:>t:cmic implication" wcre effectively ignored 03 
a bizarre American phenomenon. 

It wilt he arrMcnt that rcmedie~ being rrnpo~cd to bring eicdors generally, and young 
people in purticular, into more meaningful parti~iJYdtiO!l in 100 polilic~l realm may be 
h~yond the scope ora parliam~nlmy ~u""Jlilt~e (u [ecl)JlKn~ml "'" government t" 
iH1~"" IICnt. FOf example, polltic~1 paL1ies jigm~ prominently In presoipl iO<1s a, the he,t 
tran.~mi,,",ion hc1t~ hctwccn JX'pulations und governments, yet intervention in the internul 
affairs ofpo1i{i~al parties is usually avoided as much as possible Qooensiand alone ha, 
takeLl gronnd-breaking '["I". Fur ':;''''''I-'Ic, ",IICllllLc<lia ~overalle ofth~ puliti~~1 ~rO\.·c" 
is at stak~. lile ~!,le-le"fX'[s' prd~_r~n"e willlJs1Lall) he tn loc_,,_, on ".~nd~l, 'I"~'l~, abuse. 
of authority, denigratioLl, nnd ignore syslemic que5tiolls. There huYe been virtuous 
exceptions such as New5 Lld's posting of Madonna Kin~ to Brisbane tn report po~:­
Fitzgerald dcv~.iopm"Jlls in d~pth. Y~llclli,,~ ",~dia outlel' IM)w to ["porI lhe n"",. i> a 
ri~l y bo.Lsinoess, whil,t the ~pp"amnc" of ntw m(:di~ has merely mc~nl th~t mOr~ ,,(.and~ Is 



"rI, more wICkl}' known fa~lcr than i:>cforc and ~\lb8!allti,c rcporlini: has been pushed 
even liJrtner illlo a corner. 

4 

It may well be that (he COl11mjtt~-e wi I1 rrc,~jv" pr"c! ieal "!etc,ti,,n~ th!tt arc well worth 
cndor,ing and urging on the uppropriute aUlhoritic~;. [cGrlninly hope ,0 for the problem 
i5 a very re .... l (\ne. BUI even if that happ<.:ns, I still \hink;l hrinl<_UP ~l r.)\lIl~r i"l~rv"b 
rn~dlil"is", w,."IJ h" worth while to re!3Jl\ the pos<;bil itl' (hHt ,';OmCone new 0< so",o:: ne'''' 
,de" will ~nt~r the po I icy-mu kin g process. 




