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The subject matter ol this nguiry has had a (ong history m Queensland and, 1 have 10 say
with deep regret, on this nceasion Fam unable to contribute very much that would be
new. As to what might be done 10 improve things, 1 continue to supporl the proposals
contained in the Queensland Constilutional Review Commission’s Repont in 2000
(pp.83-89) which weie w invite the Minister for Lducation 1o report regulorly to the
|.cgislative Assembly on the state of the problem and progress towards remedying it, and
to establish and maintain a State Electoral Education Center, i{ pussible in co-operation
with the Auvstralian Electaral Commission. T that 1 would now adel that i is desirable
that the Cormnitlec explicitly endorse continmation of compulsory voting at State and
[.ecal Government elections for it appears quite likely that its abandonment for
Commonwealth elections wilk be an issuc at the next federal eleciion, due in 2007,

The Cammittee’s admirahle iscussion Paper reported a number of useful sources,
including | was pleascd to see, having been préviously associated with the urganization,
International IDEA s Youth Paniicipation Report. |t 2iso assembled the limited stack of
Australian data to which [ would add only (re Iigure 6, p. 1 1) that other data from a large
national sample colleeled by the AEC when [ was there suggesied that the increase in
cnrolment apparent between |8 and 235 was very much s functun of age, and that two
possible factors that might aflect @ sense of civic responsibility — getting married and
heving a child - did not appear to be significant. As to the three broad options the
Iiscussion Paper identified (p.]9), Tvery much doubt that increased voercion would help
or that there is much more that can be done by way of mechanisms encnuraging
enrolmeni. | would say, as 1 have on scveral public oceasions, thot sudden closing of the
ralf prior to a foderal clection with the effect of preventing many thoosands of polentral
voung voters from enrolling, is ceriain W discourage pasticipation substantially. I also
doubt that a system of inventives and cewsnds has much 1o offer, and if attractive enough
might prove in the event 1a be an encouragement to fraudulent enrolments [n the same
way as cnrotment-based proaf of age documents have been soughtl in vrder 1o gain entry

10 licensed premises.

T'hat leaves persuasion as the only realistic option, and to than end | would like 1o
menticn briefly some publications not in the DMscoussion Papur but pahaps alivady haown
10 members of the Committee. These ave several recent articles in Parfiamentary Affairs,
the jourmal of the | lansard Socicty of which [ am a member. They have mainly focused
on cvidence of declining tumout in the context of United Kingdom politics, and the
existence of compulsory voting here musks some of ke tendencies which they identify as
pussible causes, However the characieristics of those tendencics and the remedies
recommended may be of assistance to the Committee, and [ will briefly mention three
picces. British evidence seems more immediately relevanl to Austalian problems thian
Amcrican, a view that was reinforced by the observation of a webl-reparded American
jourmalist, Adam Nagourney, covering the 2005 British clection:
.. .{A|n cleclion that officially lasts only a month can make it harder w do Lhe on-
the-ground organizing that has become sv critical lo American democracy. *In an
election where they cail # 30 Jays abead of time, the system warks agamst
building citizen involvement ' says loc Tripndi, an American political consultant



who has advised the Labor campaign snd wheo worked [or Howad Doan, (NY'T,
| /5/05)
D' logueville’s recognition of American enthissiasm tor vohintary groups stil holds
eownd; which groups have organisational clout for citiven invelvement may vary over
time. Presently evanpelival churches are in the ascendanl,

The fiest article, and T think the mast intceesting, was by Stephen Coleman, Frofessor of
E-Demoeracy at Oxford. Italked of “[1]wao houses, next door 1o one another, yot almaost
on different plimets™ (PA, 56(4), October 2003} in teems to chill the blood of any
dedicated advorate ol civie education.

[Fthiere is o fundamental straciare andfor eulrg) gulfl berween the political cluss

and everyone ¢lse, teaching the Janguage of the political class tu those vutside 1L

will girepdy reindoree the sense of distances behween them. {p.758)
Nevertheloss that lunguage must be taught and primary and secondary school eourses ore
the necessary vehicle, 1am repularly saddened to sec an Australizn joumalist wrile and
an Australian sub-editor nod Uwough a reference to “Senator Joo McCarthy, chairman of
the ose | Inamerican Activities Comoniitee.” IF joumalists don’ sce the mistaks, how
can their readers? 1 would call the Committee’s attention to the findings of 4 national
sumpie (n 1,872) survey afier the 1984 ledera] electiun that in respoose to the yeestios
“Iederal Parliament is made np of two Hlouses. Fo the best of vour knowledpe, what arc
their names?™ mly 71.8% came up with House of Bepreseniatives or Lower House and
22.4% could not sugpest # name. To the subsequent question, “ln winch ol them (the
Senate and the House Ofo‘.pt‘f‘..‘-‘ﬁrlTﬂﬁ\fﬂﬁz’il"l Mr lHawke and Mr i'cacock sit? anly 60.5%
identified the House, 17.2% nomingtled the Sencte and 21.0% did not know. (4EC
Research Report 1783 Iformal Veting 1984 Tlouse of Representarives Report {1985,
chap. 5.3 I thew are no pegs there to start with, it is ditticolt to hang more diffiealt
imtormaticn onlo somcthing. There 13 no reasan ta beliove hasic knowledgr has
improved pyer the past 20 years,

For Coleman, and he is very convincing an thie point, the rhetoric of “reconnection™ fails
in nolitics beeause it is “'oan impossibility, except perhaps for the most elementary fevel of
parictpatlon In inpottant elections,” Ketentivn of that elemenaty starting poin is why |
cunbinue 1o argue for compulzory voting as strangly as possible. Recently the victims of
the New Orleans 1loads were invariably called “poor and black™ and it was added that
was why the political process ignored ther. But they were also non-voters, and that was
the most iminediate reason why they could be shamefully ignored by several levels of
goverrmenl,  may he an elementary level of participation, but 1t 1s has value for Jushice
and cquity considerations. Coleman was also skeptical of technological selutions which
were boing over-sold, though ar the end he did sugaest “a conception of two-way
accountability” that required new technologies of imeractivity and the rurturing of
goniine respact” hehween the two honses ho had found. (Curiously discussioms of
technology do rot mention the dystopian film and Peter Cook vehicle of 1970, “The Rise
and Rise of Michael Rimmer,” which deow attention e several relevanl jssues like voler
fatigue. On the other hand, George Clooney's recenl *Good MNight, And Good Lack™
aborit Didward R Mureosw 15 exsctly the sort of mass media product that can insprre some

youry people 6 take an inletest in politics and get involved.}



tak

Peter Kellner, a leading pollster whose orgasisativn had conducted the survey work lar
Colemun's piecy, discussed the *cullure of detachment” (A, 574}, October 2004}, He
wishes to promote “authenticity™ to defeat detachment by chunging campaign styles,
secking to involve clectors genuinely, recognizing that “all politics is Jocal™ and reviviny
local campaigning. This has L be done In the face of considerable changes w the
political environiment: claims to preater competence mstead of inspirational vision,
policics that make only a smali difference at the margin, trench wartare about details
instead of sweeping battles about pringiples, and declining local party vrganizations that
*“1p0 oflen resemble nostaigic fan clubs for pop stars m decling™ (p 84°%)

Ed Vaizey, a Conservative MP, cited evidence that young people reully were interested in
politics — a Mottingham Trent University survey in 2003 found 56% wntcrested in politics,
almost as many intcrested in a peneral and morc than half wha discussed politics with
tamily or fricnds, and 38% could define issues they thought important but “wrmed o by
the image of pulitics and politicians (PA, 38(3), July 2005} for reasons which closely
resemble Kellner's., On the discassing politics pomt, i shoold be rememmbered (hat
Aunstralian data have shewn more wives think they discuss politics with their husbands
than husbands think they discuss politics with their wives. Like many writers, he was
inelined (o see changes since his own youth, in his case the indostrial struggles ob
Thatcherism, and thos helteved that technologieal change (for sources of politicat
information) and consensus politics bad led youth not to rely on old structures.
Mevertheless he thought it possible Lo sdapt pohtical processes o new mind-sers.

For cxample, the siiecess of Big irother in encouraging voter 18 obvious, One’s

vote makes an instant and significant difference. By picking up the phone or

sending 4 text vou can affect immediate change. (p.633)
Remedies mipht therefore Ue foond in direct democracy - the referendum and the
initiative, perhaps internet vating. Not surprismgly, he did not mention the other leg of
direct democracy, and the one presumably closest to Big Brother appeal — the recall . My
own impression of the high drama of the recall of Govervwor Grey of California and his
subsequent replacement at & special election by a mapnr movie sfar is that it was well
reported In the Australion media but its aystemic implications were effectively izgnored as

a bizarre American phenomenon,

It will he apparcnt that rernedies heing proposed to bring clectors goenerally. and young
people in particular, into more meaningful participation in the pelitical realm may be
hevond the scope ol 3 parliamentary commillee to wewnmmend or g govermmenl W
impletnent, For example, political padics figure prominently in prescniplioms as the best
tranamission helts bebween populations and governments, yeb intervertion in the intermal
aftairs of political parties 15 usually avoided as much as possible. Queensiand alone has
tzken pround-breaking steps. Fur exanple, when media coverage of the political procvess
is at stake the gate-keepers' preference will usually he o focas on scandal, sieave, abnse
of authority, denigration, snd ignare syslemic guestions, Fhere have been virtuous
exceptions such as News Lid's posting of Madonna King €0 Brishans to report pos-
Fitzgerald deveiopments in deptl. Yol lelling imedia outlets how lo report the nows 1s 2
risky business, whilst the apprarance of new media has merely mcant that more scandals



are more widely known faster than before and substantive reporting has bean noshed
¢ven further inle a cornet.

It may well be that the Committee will receive praciical suggestions that are well worth
endorsing and urging on the appropriate authorities. [ eerainly hope se for the problem
15 a very real one. But even if thut happens, | stil} think a bring-up al regular intervals
mechanisin would be worth while to retain the possibifity that someone new or some new
wlea will enter the policy-making proccss.





