S -
- RECEIVED | -

31 0Ct 2005
LEGAL faus.w- - 1Al AMND

ADMINISTRATIVE REVIEW
COMMITTEF

The Rescarch Director

Legal Constimtionzt] and Adminisaative review Commities
Pun largient Hease

Cieorpe Hteeat

Brisbane (1d 4000
e S/,

Re: Volces and Votes: A Parllamentary Commitise Inguiry inle Youny People's
Engagementin Democracy in Queensland

! wauld hike t respomd ta the Voitees and Vates discassion paper pacticubarly m regasd to
Point 1: Education/Information and the role of the Flectoral Comsmission Queanstand

{(ECQ). .
I was uppointsd ECOQ's first and only Fducation Officer ia eorly 1993 au ¢ member of

ECQ's foundaiion Reseavch and Edueation Division, As part ol my wole and

responsilnhoes, Tomanaged ECQ's education progrmm under the supervision of the

Kesearch and Ldecaton Dirceror untib iny position and the Division itsell wene abolished

m 199G, | saved wilth ECO Tor anothier two years 1mving o singularly osintain the uutput

of oy old Davisaon Dut s e education i CHg T,

In 1984 1 moved 1o the Deparumem of Bducation and the Artg (o intredoee the
Discovering Democracy reacher development prog ans into Quecasiand schonls.

The position of ECQ Education Officer wa a recomimendation of the EARC Report into
the Queenslard Legislative Assembly Voting System, a reconmncudation siular i
design and pirpose: 1o the position of Dducation tticer for the Queensland Paclrament.

Following that EARC Report, S 8 1 (d) ol the Klectare! Acr 1892 charged ECQ as one of

its cowe fonetinns 1o Ypromote. public awamness al elecinral matters by eonducling

education and infortnation programs and 10 other ways™. ILis clear from the BARC .
discussion papers and reports thac education and informineon were seen as relatiad bue

sepasate functions: the st focused on contineons electoral awarencss propeams lor

teuchers and students; whate the latter focused on ome-of T advertising and awawsness

campaigns for the general public usuanlly conducted at the time of an elacloral svent

The 1990 abolition of the position of Education Officer was wsed as the reason o
restracture ELG by furthey abohshing the eutire Rescarch and Liducation Division. This
was done despite a Treasury review at the time documenting the many achievemens and

snccesses ol that Divigion.

Unfortunately, the plain Fnglish of the Electoral Act 1992 was not sulTicient protection
for FOQ W view education as o core function, In contrast. the Commission scaled down
its education program almost completely, relying mstesd on s adverismy vampa gis
conducted sl election e 1o a goably satisfy the duad requirements of 5 8 1 () of the
At



The tatal cost For the ECXQ education program including the Fducation Officer’s ime plus
the cost o produce and dismbute the educaton materials was less than 330000 per year.
The 1996 decision (w abolish the Educaton Offcer pusition was oot based on cosi alooe

ar indeedd based on cosl At all

The decision to abyolish the education function was not based on guality cither, ECOY s
education programs were well regarded by afl stukebolders and were highly woceessfui
{sce ECQ Anoual Reports 1993-1996; and Tizasary Review of Blectoral Program 1990),

11ig ivonic for the Legal, Constitutonal and Administrattve Review Commines of the
Crueensiand Porliament 1o now call for a re-strengthening of BCOY's cole in Uiy ares,
wlien ECCY ttself has deliberately uarrowed its purview to the more conmlortable and
fumiliar adminisirative responsibilitics of conducting clecteral evends,

Ty acdclramsy he needs wod concezng 1aised |_1y Verdoen coed Votes, L[T'Q wionlod e el
advizesd to revisit the successes obits carficr cdneation programs. Focus then was
primarily on teacher professiondl develepment and matenials develepment.

[0 previemsly dehivered more than 6 feacher professional develepment workshops per
weir for up to 100 tsachers (pre service and in service) which were generally delivered in
partnership with the Education Office of the Queenstand Parliament,

LCO) proviously contributed expertise o a number of cducation events such as the
Queensland Schools Censttutional Convenliony, As Education Officer, T developed the
voling system, [ors sud provedures [or these Cueenslund wade evends designed o send
up to A OQneensland stident delegates to {anherra to desonss constitutional tssues off
mmporance for young peaple. Queenstond is the only stats 1o offer an electoral model, all
other states selecting their delepates by a teachers' panel.

While ECO has largely abdicated from this area, the school constitational conventions
continue and 1am inyited back every year by Bducation Oueenslomd, AISCQ and QCEC w
vulturtlaeily copdoct their stedent electens ot the Bosbane Schools Constitationa

[ otventions.

blajor ECQ education publications for teachers and wtudents (1993 to 19963 ineluded:

o  Fectrons Queeralomd: an A% bookdet iricoduction to Qoecnsland elections wiitten
For grades 8-10 buet also used in apper friimary. Included the inoovative OFY
Taily Card and was distribuied as class sets to Queensland schools, Highly
succtssfu] with yeveral reprints

s Cwmeensland Schoofs Election Kir (how to run your class, grade or sehool slection
ssiong OPY) connplete with mstiactions, ballot papers, tally sheets and metal ballot
hox

« A ffestory af Checenslod lactions. This was the omly complets vacord nf
OQuecnsland eloetoral ovents, A valued rosowree For teachory

o {00 Blectoral Favi Faciy, An extensive serics of faclsheels on clectoral issues



o Verpwide Eloctoral Diteracy Swrvey of students and other client groups
Contributions to Partieinentary Fducetional O ROMS and Videos
Flecrion Goodes with sufficient breadlh (o be vsed a5 cducation resourses
Traming videos with sulficienl breadth to serve also as educalion resources

B & B

B education publications wore widely acknuwledged ay some of ihe best in Ao alia
and micleed some of the hest world-wade. Lintortnately no new edicatiion pnbhications
have been produced by ECQ sinee 1990 Sinnlarty the research outpul has plummeted
[rem Austradian best practice to the current more limited offerings,

it 13 a back-hunded eamphnient to see that HCQ iz stll reproduceng and repoating the
rernplutes if son rhe general rext of ing corly 19905 rescarch and corporate publications Tor
1ty curend owdpel, O the otwer band iU is an odicimen) Gt BCOQ lacks the expes lise 10
propoely mainraen s pebhcatton ontput et aleme produce anythmg sigmbicantiy chiiferent

Sinilacly, ECO still vees s small proportion of 318 ofd educalion malerials $s ils
bntarmation resoemeoes an fhe RO wehsitr, whils ahnost netbhamgs new has beer procined
aver the last ten years, Sadly, important publications such s (ueenrland v Efectoral
History appen: to have disappesred entirely.

[ hope the Commirtee will recornmend that GO abimdon jts long stonding obfescation
and conform inore closely to its responstbilities under the Elecroraf Ace 1982, 15 own
Chartey and Corporale Coals, As such, FUQ shoulel semtroduce an electoral reeeiuron
progran that will cffcetrvely suppent the demperatio culture of this state, cspeainily as it
spplies to young people. Aprropriafely designed an electoral education program cun bo
cost clfoctive aed hishly succcssiul, Reliance on onc-ofl advertising campaigs is no
loager gootl enonigh, 1 inclesd i ever was.

Ax designer of BCO s initial education prograen, avthor of te preal meajoerity o] ECOY s
cducation prblicalinns, materials and resotrees, as sell as Foomcdanon Chesneslaned
FPlhigeovesing dramocracy Coordinuter, [ bave uweolth of cxportize o eivies end
citizenship cducation for voung people, especially in electoral education Please don'™t
Bessitate: to comlact me (1T can be of any assistance to the Comnnittes

Youars Faithfoily,

f"%&ﬁﬁgf ﬁmyﬁgﬁ’f





