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fI,, : VoIces and Votes: A Parliamentary Committlle Inq uiry into YO\.III\j P"",,,I .. -,, 
Engagement in O<,,,TIoI'I<:t'1ley In Oueenslltnd 

I W<"illld lik .. tn ""'1", ,,<1 In rh" V"...-~_. '''"l Vnl .... dl'Ic" "-'lOn P"Ilcc p:lrticlI l ~Jy UI rc",rd 1<) 
{'ain! I : Educalionllnf," mal ion lI" d Iho mill of (he Eleo:: lOJ al Commi$sion Que-msbnd 
{ECQJ. 

I W/l5 nppoint:d EeQ's n rlt n'ld only F,duc~h,, " Off>C<lr in e:'lly Ill':; af: ~ IIlember of 
ECQ ' ~ found"ion RCSC~L'ch and cdt>C~lloo J))vj.;,m. A" p~. (..,f lily I \ )I ~ ~" ,J 

f~>pU r " , l.,j I it;" " I man"3~ t1 EC'Q -' , e.k, ('a l j,'l1 pmCCMTI lln rkr tl,.., <'Uj'lC I"V ' " '10 " ~' th e 
I(C'~ llrch anu EdlX:aliorL V;r~C\OT \\Illll lny 11 0~ l1ion anu the Divi"ioll itr,cl f W~l'~ at,o h, hed 
in 1')<)(i, I ~\a~"u w;l~' ECO f",' )11otlL<Ol two yeal'~ 'rying {O ';llllllIH,ly 11"1:11(.';1, 1.1, . uutpul 

"r '''Y u lJ l)"i""" buIIJLi"u. {b .. uJl"'::LI, ~ " ~JOgntm 

In 1We 1 111<>"00!<> th~ l:J<:p.Utlnellt (,r I'.<luca!;<m m, d the A rts (<) i!l(r,:ducc (he 
nlS(.( .. ~eru'K Oemocra"y 'c""hc~ ,k.~I",,"'~"l Y'''b' am ;"t" Qu<x",~L,,\.' " "lVII, 

The PO$lt,on of r.CQ F.duc~li"" Omcel wa.~ a ,ccommeodauon Oflhc t::I\RC: Repon jnto 
IlIe ()lIc,,"~b~d l.eRlslali"" ,'~..,m"' y V.Km JI !';Y"''''''. ~ ,,,cu,,,,,,crn.ll>l'''~ , ;,,,ib .. ,j) 

<I~.sJI')l ,m" p",,,......r In 1I,r I'o~ " i,m '>f "ilut ;o!Hl" ( lIhcr.r for lh;: 1,)utClI>il&nd "'Irh~nlcnt 

FellowHJr: thu EAItC I/: CI'''r!, .'; ~ 1 (d) 4) 1" Lhe X/rcw",l An 1992 c " ~r!>c..J IiC'Q 3S (",,, of 
," r on', f'H •. tinn, '0 "pmmC>t~. f'I,b 1i,' :"""' "" "" "" "r d~" ' fIr"l ","1(n., hy enndu"llng 
C'hl\'~lIon .lnd infonnatian prOj;I"Ili1\S nl1(\ 111 other way,;'". It;, dc~, I'rom Ille f.ARC 
dl~e\l ss jon p:tp~n; and [\)l)0rTt 111"1 educ~ ti"ll ~Ild intonn;o\iol1 W~1''' ,'~C ll :l' rdal~,J \Jut 
\~ I!aJ m" !,,, ,K I;n",: l! Le 1-, 1 ,t fo.. ,,,ud , ,, I C'<:J" ,; ,,,, a,,, dl,,·.\or~1 a'" "''''',.« 1" '''C''i,1l1 ~ I,,,· 
te"enc" ~"'! 'ludcnt.; whll" tJ, c latter fn" u,ctJ. "" (lnc-off ad vert;si ng lI1u.l ~W",n'"~t,~ 
e<lll1p,lIg!\[; for the genCl'JI public \l suully comlu~lC<J at tile t;lIle or ~" elec(or~ 1 ,l"c~ l. 

The 199G aOOlit;on of the PQsiu on of Giucn\o<u, Oflir.,.- ,.,~~ ",,,ctA' Ihr, I"("JL,n~ I ~" 

~ t ~, !It\mc ECQ by fUll hc ,' 4h.-)h"h ~ ng the cnt,I"C RC8CllCI:h and bluc~li(", DiY";o,l. Tlll~ 
1"11$ uoue de.splll a Trca:;UT~ review lit the lime dOCUIUC!I! ,ng. rill: many neillcU(' \"'IlIS alld 
til1CCCIi!i(!l; 0 1 tb<lt ni ~I~ll"'. 

(Jnfrn1nll~lcly_ the p)m n J',))glo,h of the fJa:wraillc/ )9'/1 Wnl not slIlTid ol1\ prole~llOn 
r" r HCQ \1) viuw ",",lIcU l;"" ~' ~ ~'l!o function, In C'1Il1rar.l . tI,e C(),\l)lli~UO)1 ~(!I!c(1 d"wll 
;(g Cd'iC.1(ion jXugram ,11 mos t tompJ~,t ~1 y, ,el ~"'g )])>[,,00 ())) j l~ "d~,! 11);0111': l. ""'1':'; ilJ" 
(',,,,<.iLLc·l~U "I dC'cl;(H' t;nO:.I<> ~' S" "t.ly S~t I Sr} 11><.' rllI~l L"~ l1i ""'''''' I ' " I S H 1 (<I) o f Ill e 
Ac: r, 

• 

• 



The total cost 1'01' the ECQ education program includin.\: the Education Orricer'" time pluc; 
lh", co>;! W p"x.llJC~ and di.m; hUle the cducauon materials wa~ l~~. than $JO,((l{) per year. 
n,e 1996 de~i"](}!L 10 "iJol"lL Ih~ Educal)(}!L 01Ji"n pUSHiu!! w~, ,,, ... b.,~d {HI <.:u,t ~l"",; 

or ",deed b","d on co,1 ~I "ll 

The dcci,ionlo abolich tile edue~tion function wa~ nOI baGed on quality eilher. FCQ's 
education programs wcre wcll rcgilrdeJ by all swkeholde(8 and were highly l.u~ce"dul 
( • .,,, ECQ ArllM.l~I RepDlt,; 1993-1996, and Tre.",ury R"v,~.w of Ekctoral Prognrm 199G) 

It is ironic for tile. Legal. Com;tilUlional ~nd Admini~trmivB Revi,"", Commjl1~c of \he 
Quccnsbnd l'"rliam",rn to n<l'" ~"1l ror " re •. 'lrength",ni np; of ECQ'. rol" in tl". a",a, 
wilen ECQ ibel f h~5 ~djocr<01d y narrowed L I, p"ryj~w to th" more Cf)l11t,)Ttil h It-. and 
flumhar fKlrni~islrnti vc t'csponsibilitics of conducting clcctOl"U1 events, 

'1'<.> ,..jJ"."" ,I., "",,0.1, ~"d C<~'c~"" ,,,",,~J t,y V"i,·".,· wul v"""', ECQ ",o"ld D<-__ .11 
ady,,,,d tn rev"~, t the ,uccc,",,,< nt ,t< car], cr ednc~!'nn pm gram.' hlCu, then wa, 
prim:,rily on IC:!chcr prorc~<iou~1 development 'mu rnawri~l:; u"Yeiopment. 

[':Cl) pr<'Yinmly d~lrv~r"d nlnrc. th"n (, t~~dl<" rrnf(""s,ionat d"y~t<>pm~.nt worbhoi" per 
l""~T for up to 100 teachers (pre servic~ and in service) which wenl gcneraUyd<.lliv()fcd in 
P:lJwership with the Euuc~tiou Office of the (>Uccn,lanu l'~rliamcnl. 

ECQ prc viou3ly contributcu expcni se to a !Lumber of cuucillion events such ~s the 
Qucen8bnd Schools Conslitutional Convention,. A" Education Officer, I developed the 
vo\ill)\ ~y'!"lll, [OHm: "Ull ].Mo"~dllre. for th",,,, QlIeensl>Lt,d wide ~v~nb d~,tg"cJ 10 ,cud 
up to :Ill QI r"~~,,t;n,d ." nd"nr ,ld"Cak., tn ('~n""rr;, to rh"'"'' (;or"hWl i n,,~t ","le. "I 
impm1anw tOr young PC(jpt~. Qu~ensl~nu i.' the only ~tate to offer un eluGtorul mUlleL all 
other stales seJectinr, their ddcp.~les by a tc"eh~l'<' pand_ 

While ECQ h"" largely abdicated from this aren. the school constitutional conventions 
cOnl;nllC and 1 am invileu ba~k ",very yeaT by Bducation Ooeen~land. AlSO and OCEC lO 
"u jUl\l~, ily u)"Jud {!.t.' jj "ur.lcrrt ckLl; l)n, al {j", B l "[,"n~ Sc],onh ("ons{itnti 00,,1 
( :OtlYCnllOm_ 

Major ECQ education puhlication~ foc I"acher" and htuJcm, (19~3 to t 996) in" luuoo; 

• Eln'fiu'" Qr"""",I"",': all AS booklet jntroduction to Q'I<'cnslaL1(I d~~,tiom written 
ror grad"s ll-JO bul al«, u,cu m upflCr 1'''macy_Included the inlloyutivc OPV 
TJlly Care! ar.d wu" d,wibutcd 3S du,,, sets 10 Queenslaud schools, Highly 
.ltc<;~ssf\ll LVith ,cycr~1 n:prints 

• O"UI1.11and Schools Elccrioll Kil (how to n'n your cla,s, !.:J-a<ic or ",ch,~)l dection 
using OPV) nrrnplcte. wilh in,ltuctjon" ballot pope«, tally sheets amI met~l ballot 
,~, 

• 11 i fi.,to'Y of (juan .,lemd Unli,m",. '1111< w", I hoc <>,,1 y """'I' Id~ l'~.u)rd nt 
Qu"ensland electoral event,. A ¥nlllcd t1;;SOllrcc for ki!ch(,l'~ 

• l,CQ Elecloml ['w'l Fad,_ An cxtcll,ivc series 01' 1-1lClshccts on clcctor~1 iS5l1CS 



• V,!!"",i.'" EialOral UI",acy S",'I'(.,), of 'ituJcn[~ ~Ild orl-.cr client groupj 

• ContriblLtiolls to f'arliamcrllary Edurarirmai CD ROMS und Vid"o,' 
• UeCli(!II C;wdcs with wfficient brcudlh [0 he u~cd~:i cciu,ation resour,;c:; 

• Tmining: vide():; with ouffici~nl brc~dth to ,\CfVC also a:; educatioll fCSO,Lt'CCS 

FCQ "Juc'''~ "" pub I,c" "u", WC" ~ wl(k I y dck",.", I~tlypj .,. ,''wc ,.l' 11,,: 1",,( '" j\ Cl'" ~1 i~ 
"nd ",rl"~rl """" 011' Ill" ",,_,1 wMld-wi(k t: !llort" LlMd y nn n~w "JIL<:;" inn P" h!i(;~tio", 
have ~e"'ll pmdu,,~d by ECQ ,;incc 1996 Si,,,, lady the l'c~~m-ch outPLLl I"," plummclcu 
from Austra!iln l>eol pl'~cticc to the CUl'I'Clll morc limited ()ffcl'ill~', 

11 15 a hac~··h'tlocJ compilm(;nl tn ,cc that ioCQ '" s!1I1 rLprodu~'n g ~nd repea!,ng lhe 
[cmpbw', if 11')/. rhe l:~.nen'l t'C;>:;! of i IS einl y I WO, Tc';~ard1 and corporat~ pu hl ;c ati",,~ fol' 
it, cu,r~Hi ""(pur. 0" Ilw OI.hcr ha",1 il i. all ,Jj(licll"~lll Ihal ECQ I,,,,ks Ih~ ~xp':'I"c' 10 
pwpcc1y ","nuain IT< p"hl,,;;,1wrl o<,tpILI le.! alnll" proo\1'OI' "nythn'~ <irnihcantly rILi·r~t'ent 

S" ui lad y, ECQ 'lill ""e. " small proportiun (J f i [, olJ .tluc;uil1ll mal~riah; ~, 1[' ",a", 
i"tormarioll TI'",,,n,,,, n" rl-.' l,rQ w<,h<ill\ ",h,[~ ;·'[mn.,r ,,,)111111[: ')('W hi1< hE'!:" p.-(yj,~,~d 
ovcr the IU,;!l"" YCllrs. Sadly, important p"blical;oll~ ~Llch '" Q"cen,\"Iam/',\' EI,clOral 
l-i istor), ~rfl<';)'· to h:lV'C di&~ppc~l'cd cOlirci y_ 

r hope the COmmi!lCC willlCCOmlJl~nd lhal lOCQ ablllldo)l its lonl: "tunding obf"scatj"n 
anu ccmtorm llKlTC ~l()scl y to ilS ICSIXlI1&i bi)jti~s un del' the Elecl<!ra/ Aa 1992, :IS owu 
( :hilrtn ~,-• .-! COl'lJOIa le C:oah As such, rCQ .hOLl1<1 rrm t,-,xlll cc "" ckc.to.ql. c~I"~"1 inn 

plOgrmn tilat will effectively .luppll11 the dernocrlltic clllture of tMis stme, e~peci~lIy as it 
applies le youO\: pcoplc, AprlT.priotcly dcsignGu an elcctoul cducation progT""' ccm bQ 
ca,l dkc(iv~ wu highly ,u,c',,,Cul, Rd""lCC "IL ()Il~-"rr ~u\''-'I!i,",g nIJlp"lglL' " "" 
lo~gcr good 10"0' ':oh, 1 f i nrk ... d i r LyeI' W;)'_ 

A. (lto,i.'l"CT ur ECQ', ill i 1;,,1 edu~"tio[l pW~la"" ,wlhor Qf 11 LC )(lcal 11'" lurity ll.- ECQ' ~ 
cduc,,1i on p"hli ,' " I ion" m;,k.ri,')., iHld Tt,,,,, LTCC", "' ",,,11 ~, hlll1Hhli()]l (ll K"'H,l.ll)(1 
f)i.""/"<:"i"~ I)cflu,-""",~y Co<>ruinul()f, (hu¥c u wcultb d eXp",-h:;c in ci¥ic, cnd 

~i(ize",;hip Cdllc:otion for YOUnI., peu1'l£, c'llC~ially ill eIL'Cr.01ral c<iucalion Pka"c J<~1 
1)(" .. "1,.1(' to conl""_t me if I C,')l be. of "Lll' iLssi,t;L1--':.~ to th , . COlllmittu 




