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Your voiee

The aim of this inguiry [ to make practical recommaendations o
increase the mtarest and participation of young pedple in democracy i1
Queensland.

The commifter wants o hear from young peopls, in particular, about:
what i necded in Queensland;
what will work;
what wan't; and

whalt yuu want 10 do gr experienca.

Whe would alsu like to hear from all people In Queensiand who have an
interest in young peuple, v in young people sngaging In democracy.

To help you o think aboul, tiscuss and respond to mattars relavant to
the inquiry, we have set oul below some:

1esues; gnd

exampiea of strategies suggestad or tried elsawhere.
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vatlng Systim avdl Blectovti Laranlssing Guenslans

Educatian/Information

it is the job of the Electoral Commission GQueensland (ECO) to ensure that peopls
enrcl and vole at slections. To do this, the EL0 uses education and awareness
pragramas [8.g. posteaids, posters and sehoo! vigis),

4{:? What cowd the ECO do better or diffarently to get lts message across fo
#% young peopie?

Mew jdegs

v In 2003, Elections Canada pannerad with Catle in the Classroom to develop a
naw voter education program for studenis, including a contest chaliending pecple
ated 1510 18 to craete S0-aecond public serv s amnounsernants o video teling
thair neers why the demnaratic proress and voting are important.

i The Unbiled Kingdom Electoral Commission’s "o Palitivs' aims ta get young
paople Involved in democracy. It may be acoassed att www.dopolities.co.uk. ‘Do
Foliticy’ condects workshops and events, and grovides resources and training
acroas the LK for young pecple.

v In Auslralia, he Youth Electaral Study (YES) found hal some incenlives wouid
attract a first vota, Young people sad a tax break or ihe use of promotional rock
soncens would bo the most offcctive incentives, but there was alsd some support
for the nodion thal incantivas should not be nesded aa voting (3 a responaibdihy
that cormes with citizenship.
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Vater registration
In Australia, each person must complete an eproment form to register o vote.

;’;5 How entd the ECO make it easier for young peopis to anral and tacome
A8 registerad fo vole?

Mow idegs

v nsoms coundries, registration is done by the government so that people are
aulomaldicaly registered when they reaeh voting age.  An international report by
tne Ingitute for Damocracy and Elactaral Asslstance, Yourh VYorar Panicipaiion,
suggests cutomehs reqistration by the government rather than it bewmg 2 duty of
each parsan to enral.

v Other couniries cnabia peopio o reqicler at o poiling Station on 8laction day, or
an-ling.

v Infarads Fleetions Canada identifies penmle vibn have lienad 18 thrmsgh
infurmalion provided by, tor example, the fax office and metor vehicle registers.
Tne Chief Blectoral Officer weites to these people 1o 25k thom (o contirm that they
are ehigibite to vote and consant to being included in the national register.
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Polling stations
Ity Quaensland, pollirng slativns are usually located o schouls or halls and are Coen
balwaen 8am and gpm.

Hsas

‘? How could the ECQ make il eusier for youno people tu cast their vole?

Naw 1deas

v Inrecent Caradian elections, Eiections Canada infroduced more polls in locatinns
to which young people have easy accesy, such @s near student residernices and
uwnivarsity neighbournoods.

+In Canada, poiling stations are open for 12 hours.

v Delegations From the Australian Elsstaral Cormmission and the Victorian Eiecharal
Comrigsiun ebserved gloctronic woling provesses at eleclions in the USA, UK
and Irelanc botwean 2000 ang 2002. Tha dalagations conelderod the diitaramnt
ontions that are gvailavfc, their advantages and disadvantages and how cach
aption would suit Australia’s voting systems. The delegations recommended a-
veting e made avalzble to certain classes of voters including voters in Anfarctica.
vokers 1 rerniole lucations, vaters wilh & disability and overseas volers (see
wiiaw. 280, 0ov.auf conjentwitat’vating/slactronle reportindax.him and

W, 00, Q0v. 84 conlentiwnativoting/s - vating  report. paf),

b Arerent report of the Victorian Scruting of Acts and Regulations Committes,
Victarian Electronic Demcoraey, considered electronic voting. it recommended
that Wictorian olections shouid not be conductad romotoly Wa information ang
somemunications technalogics in the near future, but idenbficd the following key

advanteges oi remote voling systema:

R

caoy aceoss for travellers and disabled people:

providing ab Interface for other tethnologies such as sorecn roaders, Braille
somputers, magnifiers or aliernative data entry aystems;

alewing for tho casy and cheap distribution o baliot papers in diff orent
lenguages:
instantaneo s processIng ang

allowing ¥etors 1o gocoss 4 Wide range of other information whilke considonng
and casting thair vote,
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Advance valing

Cusrontly in Quesnslang, B you can't viote at your nearest poling bocih on tho day
of & slate slection, special arrangements can be made for you bo cast your vola,
such a8 by advance vating in person or posial voting. These options are availsble
in unly some vircumstances - for example, if you: will be interstale on poliing day;
hawve a digability, or can't vole on that doy because of religious beliefs. For further

information, see e old.gav adl.

= DO you think mere young paopie would vole if they coutd do 56 at any time i
i the week leading up fo an election, withoul having to mest any special
= condtions ko o a7

Mew ideas

*  Inthe UK, postal vating is available to any efigible voter on request. A peraon may
apply for prstal vading far & partic dar election, for a cerain feriad af ime or for all
future eleclions,

» Tofagiliate woting, the statc governmeant ecould declare the day of a slate slection
a oublic holday or achedule ah election for & day other than & Selurday.

v Infuture, if elactronic voting were to be introduced, for example, it need not be
necessary to have an ‘elgction Jday', with all voies cast on the seme day. Woting
sould taka place, for example, over an ‘clection weok'.
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Close of mlis

Currerdly, aftor a srata alectlon ic called, poople have between 5 and 7 days 1o

regisior to voie,

? Da you tiink pouny poopfe colld Ao disaovantaged if IRerd 1Was 1o oppanunisy
5 to ehrot after an slschion i3 calfed?

New deas
» Priorio the 2004 federal elottion, the Spoeial Ministor of State, Eric fbetz
pragosad that:

v the etecioral roll be ciosed 10 new volers on lhe day he election writs would  be
issued (useally the day the alection {5 announcad); and

¥ people wishing o change theit enralment deizils be given thres daysto da 50

Thiz proposal did not proceed a5 11 was not supported oy the non-govenment
- parties.
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Fixed clectlon day
fn Queenaland, there is no fixed elestion day for slate elactions.

A fixed olootion day couid allow improved civics education courses, mock-eleciions
and other sirategies encouraging young geople's engagement with electivns to ba
planned in advence (see Milner). Fur example, a fixed siecbon day would aflow
civics euucators to plan and conduct thelr cowscs in paralic] vith an election

campalgn.
:? De you think Improved oivics education is a worthwhile reason for government
2% o considor o change to fixed term elections?

Mew (deas
*  In Queansland, elsctione tor all logal government suthorites are genarally asid
avery tour years on the last Saturday in March.
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MNew voting ayétem
in Queensiand, a system of optional preferential voting is used, A fuct sheet about
OV is available from: v ecg.gld.yov.dy.
3 Uo you think young people would be imore fikely io vole if the voting systen
JaE  was changed so that candidales running Gn cordain lssues of paniouwtar intorest
e young peopie were more fkely 10 got ciogied and have g voice
parilament?

Mow ideas

r  Appendix D conlains a revised verslon of a paper prepared for an inguiry, Harnds
or: Padiament, by tho Legai and Conatitutional Committee of the pravieus
Parfiament. it providss intormation about our vating system and ways it might be
changed to provide more diversity in candidates who mighl be elecled.

r As in Queensland, the vating system in the UK makes it very dilficul for
candidates from minor parties 1o got clected. in May 2005, some 500,000 schooi
students in the UK vated in & mock alaction 1o coincide with the general eiections.
I'he students voted for the actual candidates. The resuits shuwed lhat the
students were attracted to parties which rean candidates on cenain lssues; for
exatnple, students whe falt passionata about the ervironment voted for the Green
Parly. Desphie failing 1o nave o single candidate returned in the general elactions,
the Groeen Party secured 45 out of & possible 349 ssats in the mock election

»  Frogortional representaliun voling, which is usad for Senate elections ir Austrziia,
provides greater opporunity for minor panies t© win scals.
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Veoting age
In Austrabia, vou must be 138 yaars old to vote, The minimem vating age in other
counires ranges trom 1510 21,

1he minetum eges set by the law lor ctner activities are liated 1n appendix B,

@ Should the voling age Oe lowared 1o 17 of 18 years? Why or why nof? I the
% vollng age is lowered, shoultt valing at the iowered age he complisory?

Hew iceas

|0 Apnl 2004, following g proiset on the 296 oF alegtaral majority, the Unitae
Kingdom Electaral Cammission recormmended that the minimum age for 84 leveis
of vating in public elections in the UK remain at 18 years for the time being. The
UK Electgral Commission advised, however, that il expecied o ondeilake a
further tormal raview of tha minimum vollng age within a furtner flve 10 soven
years, B erpourgged the goyomment to consider [nitiating a wider reviow of the
age of migorily.

v I 2000, a reporl on chanying socizl and legal frameworks (e young Ausiralians
found -hat, despite some intarest in geling more involved in thelr cocrmmnity and
in government docision makeng procossces, young people wore guite retustant o
clakm the right end responaititity of having the vole younger than atage 18, The
majority (74%) of young people imrcived in the research said that they were not
ready or mlerested n gelting involved in formal pultical processes such as woting
before thay ware 18. Their parents agresd, with a majority (61%) suggesting that
young people arc not maturc enough and not imerceted in voting before they are
18, and thal young pecpie under 18 have other preasures to confront and contend
witn, {s22 Carson, Fizgerald and Hoche).

v Compulgory vollng was introduced in Quaonsiandg in 1914 and by the
Commomwealth in 1924, Resaargh by Milner (published in Civie Literacy: How
Intormed Citizens Mate Demacracy Werk, Univeraity Press of New England,
lanaver, #002) indicates that the effec! of intenchucing comoulsony voling in
Aystralia was to bring about a 23% ougrall increase in voling,
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Education in schools

tn Cueansiand schaols, thers is aa subjsct called civies education’ ar 'eittrenshp
educealion’. Primary and secondary studenls learn aboul demeocracy, including
aarllameant, government and slecliong, In & nurmber of differem subjacte. Students
aiso expenence democragy Bl school, Tor example through elections for sehool
calncil membacs andfor ankool lzaders,

P T

Edueation about democracy
Ackdtinnal sccationsl apportinities refevant to democracy inclede

LF 3
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visits @ he Quesnsland Parliarment, or 1o 8 regianal sitting of the Queensiand
Farligment, and educational astivities proviced by Patliamentary Education

Sennices; and

algpteral edugation activities sondusted by the Ausirslian Electoral Commlzgion,
such 4% school visita,

Far studenis

What worked wall and what of you gnjoy when you leamt about or

experancad demeciacy in your school?
Wha! more cowld schools oo o sncourage you fo valus dermocracy gnd
prepate Jou so that you are wefl informactl and confldent abolit engagiig in

demooracy?

For t=achars

PLE)

e dioes woanr schood apnrach civics eoiecakion and craclice derooSEce?
Haw could students be belter repared io engage in demccracy ?

Mew ideas

3

In previous hquiries, the Legal and Constitutional Commitles and the Lagal and
Constifutionz| Committess of the 45t and 50th Parliaments have made
reconmnerdativns about civics education n Queensland, Similar
recommeandaiions have baen made by many other Australian bodies in recent
vears. A ligl of some of these recommendations is set out in appendix €.

The Constilitional Centre of Western Ausiralia was established fo encourage
pesplaof al ages to fedrn aboul the Weslem Australian peliticat syster aind howy
o activaly participaie in 4. It offers displays on the Conslituiion and asgects of
altizenehip and polilical history. Tho Elcctoral Edusation Contre is 1o¢atcd within
the same complex, and provides interactve programs allowing people to cast a
vote, disoover the orging of damocracy and undarstand how the voting system
works (ses wwaw ceantre wa govaudnday b}, Programs, presented in ways
which engage yvouny paegle, are also conducted for school students visiting the
Comre. Teaoher resourds Kits complement ¢agh program. Resouras baxos on
vasious lopies are avaleble to schools i remote aress. In addiion, the
Consttutinnal Cantre has drvaloped an (Out Reach Program' which involves a
network of foeal people inrural and remole areas of Western Austraiia providing
programs to siudgnis in those aregas, Some programe are specific ta Indigenous

Sammunitios,

A Civies and Citirenship Frucatinn wahside {whick incarpniates a previnus
‘Tiscovering Damecracy’ website) is www civicsandeitizanshio edy.ay,

'Klds vating USA" is a national non-profii, non-partisan arganisabion that teachoes
stucents about citizenshic, civic responaibility, democracy and polifical
parhepalinn, Togethsr with classroom aciivities, studsnts are pravided with an
apporlsmly lo cast & 'Kids Voling' ballel on slection day, and they wote o the
same candldates and lesuss ag adults. In 2004, 1.5 milion studerts wmed ot 10
vote for presidental, lecal and state condidates. Areeas with a Kids Voting USA
program hawve showed a vating rate dor regisiarad 18 year alds wnich = 14%
higher than {or mon-participating areas. See wen kidsvoting rsa.orgf,

Ag pan of the Wids Voting USA serviea, 'DoubloClick Demoecracy” (sec

Wy jaesvgingusa orifUoublelck/inirc.asn | was developed 10 2Ilow iideqts 10

participate in an awhentic voting experience using a wab-pasead valing system,
The anbie Baliois replicaie the candidates and issues sdulls vole for, and provide

=,
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studems with practico ballots which have hinks to candidate biographies and other
resources. About 35,000 students participated during the 2004 presidential
aleciins.

v Teers N2 Folitice’ 18 a US-based websile which offers young people an
opportunity 1o participate in discussion foruma an {opics such as the sconomy,
foreign poiicy, general pofitical [ssues, animals and the enviconment, Provision is
also made for young people to cunlribule to discussions under the banner of ‘left

wing ctial’ and right wing corner’. See www teensn2pofitics comforums/.
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Poiitlcal pariles
The 2004 Young Austrahian of the Year, Hugh Evans, has suggested thal young
peopic foo! shul out of manstream party pofitics.

The torme: Qucenstand State Youth Advisory Council told the committee that the
issues adgdressed by political parlies, particuiarly at election time, are domiialed by
thnse relevant ta clder people and ou ageing populalion.

Y ) How can poltical parfies ancourage poung people’s  engagemsnt (n
G ey ?

My idoas

» LUrAriatine Vromen, a lecturer at the Universty of Sydney, researches youny
preple and polites. She wriles Ihal, ‘'The ane area of carticipation that remaing
low fur young people, and indeed for most Australians, is membership of poliical
parses Hather than labeliing pany membership decline as apzathy, we ought io
see how unappesling poiifical parties have becoms. And it is up to paries v
involve A new generation. This migh| nod be by way of formal membarship,
t:stead. parlies might congull young people on lssues rolovant 1o their lives [zee

rormen).

v Inthe US, a natinnuicks study of youth aftitudes found it youny people worg
artive in thelr communilivg bul nol concernad ahaut politcs. As an owtcome of
Thal siudy, a strateqy adopied 10 fe-gonnect youth ta dormoeracy 15 that, during
alettionr campaigns, the media otter yauth-moderated candicdaie debates [see
Manonel Asscaaton of Hecretarieg of State)
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Folltlclans
Many researgh studles in Australia and internationally reveal that young people ae
cynical about the behaviour of politicians.

?Hnrmpmﬁmnsmmsmmmmdmwapﬁm

Neaw idess

+ D Anadne Yromen says that politicians only consider young peuphs when they
preasnt 4 problem; that young peoplo tand 1o be talked about rather than tatked
with; are! that young people’a perspectives are raraly included in putlic debate.
Dr Wromen suggests that what 18 neraded is direct evidence of yaung people’s
exparienzes znd argurnenls based on sueh evidence {see Vroman),

v Inthe United States, Canada and the United Kingdom, where voting isn't
compulsory, it has been shown that contact with pelitical parties and eandidatee is
an timpertant alement of ‘pet-out-the-vote' strategiss. Following the 2001 British
yenerat election, the UK Electoral Commission identified a lack of canvassing by
politicians as a likely reason for dissatisiaction {and low tumoul) among first-ime
volers.
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Young Pesple andd tne Cosminity

Being heard

While ynung seople may be fumned off poktics as it currenily operates, many
studies and surveys have found 1hat young paople are very interested in political
issues imponant to thetn. The challenge lor goverments Is to engage with yoing
pcople, andthe first thing that young people say is that fhey want to be heard,

? Have you used anp of the government vppuruniies lo voive yowr gpiions
wt o about lssues? iow offectivo was i7



Mow ideas

v InWestern Austratia, the Clvics and Ciifzenship Unil in the Depattiaent of Pramier
and Cabinst aims to enhance democracy in that giate through eivies education
and the promotion of an zetive ¢ittzonry. The goal is a community whare 2!
Wemern Australians are valued as citizens, where they play a significant rala in
settfing policy pricrties and where thay help shape the nature of their society (sea:
W cili Zenscape. wa nov s,

s Dr Ariadre Vromen suggests that, "Young peoplc have a broad ronge of
economic, 3ockel, and paltical experiznces’ and that we need lo ‘create incluszive
tarms of governance that recognise and build upon different ways of mesking
comimunities. Those in power need to fisten to younyg people more, and youny
people's diverse views and axperiences need o be articulated in the media’ [seg

Vroren).
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,%) How go wou think governmant showld involée young peopis in the doclsions it
B makes? wWhay methods waork best for vou - faco-to-faee, wob basodfoming

methods o written?

Mew ideas

v 2003, the Commlssion for Chifdran and Young Poople was invited io participatc
in & committee for the development of a sports and recreation 1acility tor young
peaple cn Palm lsland in Marth Queensland. The Commission underlined the

importance of the cormmittes asking young peopie what they wanted. The issue
lor e Comerission was not 50 much Jiow oo we irveive children in the building
Of thic faeilify” Bt rather “Acw 2o wa gat tho fagifity He ohifdron wani?”,

» o In 2003, in Parramatta in Sydney, a Youlh Jury presented yourg people with
practical opportunities o laarn and discuss the diverse interests and concems of a
widle vanely ol youny people dcross the Parramatta region. Paricipants fearned
azoll wearmwark, negotlation skille and the powers of gavernment, This enabled
tharm o form realintic recommendalions 1o supnort the neads of the ooiledtive
youth of Parrarnatta.

The am ot the Youth Jury wes 1o assisl with bridging tacial intoisranse anc
cultural diversity among younr people of Parmamatia,

ine recommendations of the Youth Jury weie aimad at key government and
coTmumity organisations of Parramarta.
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Taking actinn
Young pecple want to be actively Involvad in democracy. Voting at electiony is anly
one way of teing involved in & gemooratic sasialy.

Which of the following activitles have you carrsd out, or would vou like to carry
e

sty i ey
Volunisering =
Initiating or participating in a local youth project |4
Initiatng or sigring a petiton o]
AlEnding 2 rally or pratest

—

MUODO

.-—
LB

Taking parl in a strike
Seing a member af a palilical party
Asinga member af & rade union

Caooos

Heing a membcr of g student wnion

Being a member of a nun-guverrines
orgarssabon which lobbos govemmen! (a.g. Inrs 3
Wililermess Society, Amnesty Inlematonal, ’
S8eN[RIS)

Contacting a politician or locol govemment
councilar

Partigipating in a Youlth Parniamem

Being myolved in a Youth Couneil f

r

M XXX

[
X

L

OOR
™I

Being myolved in an organisalion which socks o
reprasent the views of young people (e.g Young
Augiralizn Aural Merwrork)

Young pecple say that fo be engaged in democracy they need things such as.

intarmation;

cpportunities 10 actively cngage in democracy,
an idea about what can be achiaved realistically:
spages n which 10 meer and discuss; and
access Ip the internet, photocopiers, elc.

’? What assistance or eneourngemaont do vou need from government 10 fake

sut action about the issues youl Jeasl passionale sbouf?

Mew ideas

L

Hrishane City Council has developed 'Visible Ink', a websile which allows young
pecple to have a say in the Council's gregrams. The websie contains nrormation
about how young people can have their sdy, @vents for young people, [nes o
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reseurces and a forum fhrough which young people can express their opiaiong,
The Council has also provided young peopis with areas around Brisbane where
they can come together 1o mest and oraanise activities and orojects of inlerost to
them. These Areas are accessible to young peonke and well reroureed (geg
wranyy wisible-ink ord.

v The Victorian Governmen! groducad a handbook for young pecplz on how they
can ¢redte change in their community. The handbook provides suggestions on
Row young people can get active on a project they feel pﬁssmnate about, and how
they can implement that preject (sae wwe : . :

' The Foundation for Young Australiang is a non-proflt organisation dedicaisd 1o
develeping innovative initiatives that support and cmpower young paople aged 12
16 25, [he Foundatien provides seed-lunding tar ideas, preaciively seeks 6o-
furding to suppart indiatives ang helps the recipients stricture themselves to
ensue lomg-tenn sustainabilty. Each year, the Foundation manages a porffolio of
grants totaling about $6 million. At least 25% of tokal grant funding is dedicated tw
initiatives specifically Sesigned to Beneflt yeung Indigonous Australians (see

Y YOUNUSUSTENANS.Qrg).

N¢ 7 fake ﬂc:r’#w the. JOVRrImen Fproresses, Y Curie )‘é
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aﬂdﬂwm ¥elong . M- @?gra_m:%g ) o ‘Jf*fﬂ?
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&) Whar rolo can familics and frionds play In gating Young pCOpic aclive ana
sar fVikesd A democracy?

New ideas

v The Youth Electoral Study (YES) found that parénts are regarded by yvaung
pecpls g3 tha most important aource of intormation about vobing. [ &leviaica and
newspApars are the next maost impartant, howsver young people view these latter

saurces with sorme scepticism.
\ &C&’ﬂ’fi ”?C,.Jlf, (LS Gi"EE’J J’Zﬁf’f{f‘ 76‘5‘
Uoura  geaple. f@....bccfv fff ﬁr.: il Yinopsed 19
~Noced ﬂf}'c eéﬁ'ﬂgﬂs PHE 210005 f:{f‘f? 7 YORIEEN
Grars.ond . Lodal wpresealatles z" e / f:?’c’te/ha
£Lp &‘Lfﬂiif 7o sriee e 7’: JLH?‘?;”E‘L?{ f’d

1? What role can non-govermment foundsiions or community Organisaltons play
i1 graifing young perga ackve s imilvad with demoeracy?

g
g

Blew idesy

+  The Inspire Foundation (see sonwy Dapnre. or.an is a naticnal ron-protit
fnundation which aims 1o ¢reate opportunities Jor young Australians, orincipally
a2ged belwaen 18 and 25, to helg themseives and others. The Foundation
acknowiedges that young progic wan (o make a gositive differcnce in iheir own

e
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lives and in their communiies. Young people arc actively involvec In the
developrment and dalivery of all the Faundation's intiatives. One initiative,
‘ActMow’, is a weh-based service that will provide young people with infarmalicn
and suoport on how fhey can become involved i issues or causes in their
cammunity that they are passionate abeut,

v VibeWire Youth Sarvices ix a valunteer-hased, non-prolit youth media and traming
orgaisalion which provides young peogple aged between 16 and 30 with an online
farumn through which they can access information on & range of lopics, participate
if giscussions with other young people and pecome Imvoived n the exchange of
information with other young pecple (see www vibewire.net). Recent initiatives
include ‘eleclicnTrackar (see www electiontracker.nellel) which sent young
people oul un the campaign trail as reporters in the 2004 Faderal election. These
repons wers uiiissd by six radio stations, EBS amnd ABC news.

v The UL Ad Council ia a non-protit organisation which produces, distributes and
gromotss poblic service campaigns on 2 range of issues. A recenl campaign,
Fighi Mannequinism’, focussed on impraving youth civic engagernenl and voler
participation. It involved television wrd radio ads aimed at getting young pecple
involvod in issues they ¢are about, voluntesring and voting (see
wearwe g MANReqUINIBM.Org).

v 'Ruock the Yole' is a non-proflt organisation which aims to engage young people in
the pelitical process in the Uniled States and draw atlention 1o issues of concern
10 young peogle. 11 coordinates voter regietration drives and educalion alfors o
enaure young people exercise their right to vote. Yauth culture 18 haressed in the
promolion of ils campaigns, many of which teaturs hugh profile colcbritics including
musicans, actors, athletes and comedians. In the 2004 siectiona, 1.2 million
people ook advantage of he erganisalion's unline voler registration facility, and 2
turther 200,000 registered as apan of the Rock the Vole Bus Tour ucross the
couniry {see waw rockthevots com).

N Works held in schodls fo inhoduce/
rpresernotives and the fpes of. jssues 1Hhat,
Lﬂquk/_ﬁ;ﬂ%,*tﬁﬁé?ﬂ_,..g Corxg peays rofls (niIN 17

Schools 10 eer on L 1SSURS . dis
fﬂ{ﬁfﬁﬁ'?’;}q CONINCO08 v Vi éCfi#'{ﬁ?J" 100 oT (A 5
FeIn civmpe. f/#f?/PS arctact i r7es b8 jff-i"'”

nterest /«'ﬁw: s )t ts .

s



./E’z.;;amm Fora

) 4 P

Guidelines fov raaking a cugralssion

There iz no sel fonn for a2 submission to the committea. Submissions may ba mada using
thg inguiry respones fonm or in he form of 0 |ottor, 4 substantial paper or a short
document and they mey nclude appendices. Submissions may contain {acts, opininns,
arguments and recornmendations for action. The most useful submissians are to the
pairt.

The commitlea would prefer wiiten submissions, bot will also accept submissions on
audic tape. For wiitten submissions, typed or printed et is preferable, though legitle
hand-written submissions are accoptabla, Numbersd pages and, for submissions in
axcees of 20 pages, a bricf summary and a table of cortents ia alao nelpiul

All sulom ssiong must Inglude the name and contact details of the persan making e
submisgion. These making a submission on behalt of an organizetion should ndicate &
what leve] the submission has been authoriserd (eg sub-committes, presidend, chair, ete).

Fublic cfliccrs may make submissions as private individuals, However, if 18ference is
mede in & submiagion to thair official position, it should alse be made clear that tha
submission is made in a private capacity. Subynissions from yovernment depariments
should be authorised in accordance with normal deparimental procedure.

Conitent and relavancs
A supmission may cover goma or all of the igswes raised in the response form. It walld be
halptut i submissions clearly stated which 13aues are baing addressad,

The commitiee’s LELE| procedurc is to publicly release and 1atle submissions m the
Legslative Assombly. Nat all submizsions will necessarily be published andfortabled. The
committas resarves tha right to nat puklish or table confidential submissions, or
subwrkissions which are irelevant, contan scurrileus or defamaiary material, or are
oiherwise not suilable for publishing. The committes will infatm you It I decldas nat 1o
accegt, or nel 1o authorige the publication o, your suamission,

Confidentiality

Tha cammities alftempts fo conduct its inquiries in the most spen way possible. Howeser,
it you balieve that your subrmission {or part of it) should not be made public, clearly write
‘ennfidential’ on each page and, in & bief covering letler, explain why your submission
should be freated condidentially. The commities wili then consider your recuasl iar
confidentialiy.

Unauthgtised Aeleaze

Onee the sommidee receives a submission, it hecomes cammittes property and shouwld
sl be publishad without the commttes's authorisation. Publicalion of a suWamission
without the commiltes’s aulhorisation means hat that publicaton is not grotectad by
parliamentary privilege and may amount 1o a contempt of Parliament.

Parliament Housa, George Street
BRISBAME QLD 4000
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Submissions close on Wednosday, 30 November 2005

Extansions ta the closing date may be given. # you need mors time 1o make a
subrmission, ar i yeu require further information, contact the committec's scoretariat on!

Telephone: f07) 3408 7307
Fac: (07) 3408 7070
Email. leare@ parliamenl.ald.gov.a.

Copiea of ta paper and &l other publications by 1he Legal and Constitutional Commitive
are available on Fre Internet via the committee’s home page at
www parliament.ad gov aucammitteastenalrev him
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