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Th"n 11 y~u rnr t~ ol"ll<'lltun ' IY U) c "'l1Iib~t" h' the V"';ce. a"J V,,,,,,' 1'''' li l", ... n .. ry 
inquiry_ 

Hnclmed i •• , IKH' 1"'1"" whi ch d,' s.c rik< lh~ W~_'~r.l "u~II ~ l i~il Elect",".i 
Ct)mmi,,"on', c~pcncn.:c C(""'~t n i n ~ youth (lI' ltUl,Cc menl in the StillC ~.n~-r~ 1 

e iO:<; lioll ~n Y, F.bruuy 2W5 ... "'~ II ., , ,,I,,, , ""t"' ''g )'",,1 10 in ,tia live" ~dllre.<\ u' ~ 
Ill<- 'l,r.<!ion 'What ~ould Ihc t::.(.'Q (\0 belt.,.- or d i ITercn{ly {Q!:"l KS nteSUI!0 .tC1U .. 
to yuu_!: poopl.:?-

f>rior (0 (lie !!m SUle ~en,1tll1 ele.:li" ... 111' Cullu" i" ... u ~;o(t~ n 'P 'I"~hl~m,, 
,,,,.,·w "._v ... ~_h "n."'tOl yo, •• t V . gc. t;r'MJPS TO idcrItify lhr: ml)livatOO" and b<nliers 
,,, voTing. The resu lt. ~ rKl r.ecommeod~\irnJs of this ":,,,,~,,;h rt. " .,J d o.' I~",-. , ~ rho­
et""",i.,;'>,,·, 100"> .'it.or t:rn .... ,,1 ,,In: I1'''' and oOdvcrh 'lOl: can'f'ais" , 

"l'h'" COIj,,,, i,,i,m,, ~h () Ilf'X<Sly ;" .nl . ..... j ~ y""lh a1 0cawIIl Ikf"<)( 'J: k II ~ E.icci l)ul 
I:.ducallOl1 Ccntre. wtuCh p!<,1Vl<le~ "I~3Ii{y .dllC,ui[)!' .c"'I ~"'C~ 11' l"I,,~" y ~ , .. i 
!e<: 'Mlda,y ",II<X')'" ' ",el l ~, fUIII ... , oJ,~' .{i ,~\ .1n,) ,,,h\lt ~"" ' r" . 

I hOf't' you I">n<l lhi . pap .. " ~.du l i" ~W,. i"'lu ;ry T'hi , in l'",.,,,.tillll rc tl':':l~ lne 
~xpc l'ic""c, or [he WC>f~m 1\'I~t"~I '.n Iile<."!,<lfai Co n,mi,o;s io" .rKl l ~ I"" rI<.-(;,", .:" il y 
I)'" view "r {he W""{~m AU ' I' ~Ii ." O".-,-r "" "" ,, I 
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WESTERN AUSTRALIAN ELECTORAL COMMISSION 
SUBMISSION TO 'VOICES AND VOTES' 

Ed u catio nil nforma ti 0 n 

Encour8ging Young People to Participate in the Domocratic 
Process. 

TI~ Western Au.lrahan [Jeaor." Comm,u'<1n hlu . numN:r of in i!ill.\lve$ in place (0 
... n~_Ollr~::., ynnn:o: ('<-'''p''; (0 ('I lay an ~c4i vc rol e in the de!1lOl;ratic process. These 
include m:-.... :oing progr:mlS (IS wtll (I.~ spoxific evc.:ts. 

2005 State General Election Advertising Campaign - 'It'. best to be 
in .... olved in the de.cisi<)n process' 

The Commission conducted J Sma., ll'::rJeral ")"1:1;011 and a Icfercndan On retail 
ttllui ng hour> in F~bn",ry 2005, The aim of the ,\(Ivmi ~ ;n!: ~nn J1Llhli<: relation.' 
c31llpaig L1 f()[ these cv.:nts WM to crf.M~ ~waTcnC_IS amongst the ,enetal oommwlity of 
electoral mt.ltcrs .m..:! encourage menningful participation ill th~ democratic ~S5. 

Survey infonnatiOll from Ill': 200 1 Sla t" K~["", al d"",tion ,dc-llIilicd ~e s,..... 'r. where 
\·\It,,..- IUllloul was Iradillonally low. rc: ~u't ing m an ,-..h:,:ni"inr. CIIm£'!ll ig n which 
taraeted the youllgn "Se gl'Q uCK In l unc 1004. prior to the dcvdopm~nt <of Ihe Stale 
!:cncral clttlJ.m advt:I1i~lns Md public relations c3mpaign. die CommIssion eag;tgcd 
a martlll rcsc:lJch COIllpulY 10 undemke qUil li b li" " m ... L.: l II:)ellreh inlQ the 
mon vmofS ]nd barri.:u low~nJ~ "\"1:1' ''' I'l'dio.: ip<lll i(Ul, with a <pe" ilit 100:;;<1.' (In ),., .. ngn 

1"'''1')." 

r:ight I' QC"" groupl wc..., 1\;:: lc In (he m.,trop,, !il~n ;).r~;). and 16 i n- ~~plh l~"'pbo l'" 

interviews ""ere conducted with eit'ctors in rura l ar"a~, 

The marke1 r~~~arch covered ,lttLtUdeS t.,wMd. vot.ing, includirtg voting us It civic 
respo nsll:>o lily ~l1 d ~tti!II<i<:~ lnwnl'll ~ the ditTcrcnl Icvd ~ of voting (federal. State and 
local gnV'Cfllmcnt): motivul()fS ond b~fTiC{s IQ vOli~ . jncJ ll dj n~ opini uns ,., 
aOWlmmem and candidates; and re:tctions 10 advo:r(ising p<"po~ah. 

'rh" k"y fi, oJ i, 'I!~ uf 11", '''.111 .... tle:.e~(('h included-
• altoougb sa:n as. 11 civk <July, " .. ti l1~ was raldy ....,,,,iQned Spo1'll~nor;(>ll,l y try 

intcrviewec-s; 
• lh",~ w .. ~ an """u,,ut ur ~ ynidslll t"wAnJ. g'Wtmmel1l ~ IInd rnlillcian .• in 

gelXraJ ",hieh l ~d to I Ie:chns thio l voli,,/,: 1,!,'()uld 001 influencc Jecision 
making; 

• th~r~ wen: both attitudma l ana t"nctlOnal harriers In vClt ing; 
• th~ 'bi" Slick' approach was viewoo negatively: ""d 
• p<>iilic, Jid ,,,, I hav~ .1 bi" illlpaCI on the day-Io-d~y ljv~ " nf ynLlIlg f1COplc_ 

11>0 inf""o""iQn o: .. " aift N in rni>; ""~"" .. i",,,~ (h,,, 11., ~'l"'''''''<:''' .. ( d>e W .. I.m """rail .. , 
t-.lcc'o.-.! Cammi«ioa ~nd i< "'" n.c4",oriiy m~ ,"""w of ,. r \liS,!"''' A" ... ,~ ! ; .• , ".''''''.n!", ~ ''_. _ _ 

'''~l_' ' ''-k " ['agc I o f ) 



legal, Constitutional and Admllli,rrar,vc Revinv Cnmmittcc 

Th.e m~rkc· rc'."",","h found th~t th~ mo:;t lihly w~y 10 break through 10 tlli, tMlI<l 
<.kmogr<lphic of young pcorlc was by employing humour combined with a 'coli 10 
actiOIl' JW"'d )(" tlwl mmk 11", d"cturai pmce" rdcvanllo lI",ir liv~s. 

The re.,uih helped dctcrmll1e (he look ""cl mr<"',c.~s nf th ~ ~rlwrtl"ng ~'·nr"Gn ,nr1 
lh~ use of humour u;; the most likely wny tn break through 10 the target demographic. 
Cre01ive concep(~ wcr~ developed for Icleyjc,jon, radio ~nd print f<KllUring ~ver,·d[[y 

,illla(i()n~ and lh~ C()11.~e4uen~es of not having a say with the taglinc '1t'~ best to I:>c 
invoiv ""CI In the ueci,ion pw<;e".' 

rhe Cornm:.I~ifln'~ main aims WCre 10· 
• CT1COur,,~c cnmlmcnl 
• keep the "k,·.I"r"1 roll "p-l0.rlnk 

• n"xlm"~ rlntor lL]rno!>! 

The advertie.in~ and pl.lblic rcl,lli()ll~ campaign had ~ high recall late in the 
~"""nu"ily, parli~lI"'rl)· wilhin the large( \lcm()gmphic, ~lTcctivcly promoting the 
Commission', WIT m""a~c, of cmollLng to vot~ and parti~il'ating in th" "lectirMl 
procc~~ 

In auuitioo IU thc ctcatil'c campaign, the CCllnmi~~ion nl~o took ndvantn~e of an nd­
hoc ~d\'c]1i'Jng QI'f""1unity !h~ day ~fb th" Em! uf th" populal ·A",(miiall IJol" 
kicy"ion I~"e,am I\v" advcrtl"'m~nl' w~re taken in fhe W"s/ AII.,rmlhm claily 
new8pilper promolinl,! the message of the imporlancc of voting and heing :nvolvcd in 
(h~ ul:Cision procc,~ ilnd thc alternative con.~c4I.lcncc of not being invo:vcd in tilt' 
dc~isj()1L pru;ess. 

'Birthday Card' Concept 

The Commis..,ioll ha.1 continued to u~c the ·W~ hest to he lIlvnlvcrl III tbe dCCI.<lOll 
process' theme in il~ ongoing adve]~ising, induding localJ;(lverll!1I€nt elections nnd n 
Jire~t maLi-ou( "fa 'binhJ~y ~,m!" (0 y~ar 12 stuuclllS, urging them to enro:. 

Th. i~k\Tmal;"n wnt"i,,,, d in 'hi., "tl~lli"i(~) «fleet.I Ih. "'I""''''.'''' <1 r Iho W,·""", J\"", .,(,." 
F 1,,,,,,,,;\ In·"",,, '" ,m '"'ii' ,",I ""· .. ·,,, .. i I)" th<:_,:il·'" or ,h,· \Vc·,,"m A"","t;,,,, C,"""'lL,,,enl. 
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2005 will Ixo t~ thmt y, ar the Commi~.,ion has ruo it~ 'hirtIK13y card' initmtive. 
which i, de~igncd to raise the awareness of the democratic process of swdents as they 
approach the uge at which thcy CUll cnrol \Q vote. 

Names and add[<:o~e:; ar~ provid~d \Q th~ CUlIlnlissiuu by the Curriculum Cou[l(.ll 01 
Wt:skm A",t(alia, alld all <tudent~ on the database who Me old etl()l.'eh t(l cnml, 
predomiMnUy those in th<-. tinal ye~r of ,chool, arc !;cOl the card (copy above), an 
cnmlmcnt form and a rcply-paid cnvelope. In 2004, 24. [40/. of enrolmem forms ",ere 
filled in ami returned to the Commi~sioll a, a rcsull of the mail out 

T "b!t- 1 - YFAR t 2 [NROlM[NT PR[)3Rllt.I ST A TlSTlCS 

Activity 
Number of elV"Olment claim forms disllibuled 
Number 01 elV"Oirnent claim forms relumSd 

-f..iUii-oIXlr of elV1)~idaim fUIUl~ ItlNmW 10 sender 
flkJlnber uf enrolmellt ddirll urms receiWd from people not on the databa5e 
~ o( enruhll2nt claim fOlm; retulTl<!d .-

In 2U05 approximately 14,()(){I c.ard. ~nd ~nmlmcnl form, wLiI he sent out. 

Electoral Education Centre 

Shlti51il; 
~i2,868 

5520 , ----
446 

'" 24.14"10 

Th~ Commission'~ Electol,,1 Ectl.lCation Centre (EEC) continues ILl pwvid~ yuali!y 
edUCa1k:)Il31 and communilY aW3ren~~s prognlms (u primny and Ili!-\h .,·hools, as well 
a. tcr(iary o.llU ~l\JllInw,ity groups th,,,.ughout We,tem Au,lralia 

With ~ foclls on State government motters, 1he EEC ~lso provides comprehensive 
information 3boutlocal and Federalll.oycmment processes. Sef','ic~s inclu<k. 

• pre5el11~lion" at the centre 
• c,choolllnd TAFE visit" 
• conduct of ~hool elections 
• participation in ~ Joint Civics Educalion program (JCE). in conjlUlCtion with 

the ParHament of Western Australia ~nd tne Con,tiluti(J"'11 Centre of WcsteUl 
Au'lr~li,.; aml 

• a youth enr(Jlment pr\l~r<lm. 

Ine Jel:. r<'Of"""'" 'tron~ ""rrort from <Xllln!ry and metropolitan ,choois and is being 
expanded throughout the Slate. 

W~rwick n~1cly AM 
A'--:T1NG F.LF.CTORAL COMMISSIONER 

Th e inf(>!",~'k>n run"ined irl thi, Rlb",i"i"" ,,,fk .. '" ,!~. "'1><"' i<·,.,~, "f 'l,~ We,''','' A,,<! ... li .. , 
El< c'orai [<>mm ,,,ion OM i. "",_"!,-.. ",i I)' lh. vie'" of 'he \V ."ern !HI<trali.n Gov,-,..",""""C' ~~ 
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