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A PARL.IAMENTARY COMMITTEE INQUIRY INTO YOUNG PEOPLE 
ENGAGING IN DEMOCRACY IN QUEENSLAND 



T~ aim 01 this inouiry is 10 ma~y practical 'I;ICOmm<;Indat;';lflS to 
in<;,,,as .. lh .. inl,,"'51 and pa,licOpalion ul young ptiOplE! in d"mucra::y in 
Queensland. 

TM commitloowsn13 to hear from ytlung people. in partICular. about: 

;., whal you WM1t to 00 or exper;er1Ce. 

W"woold alS<) lik .. to hear from all people in QlIRsl1sland who have an 
mere5t in young people, or in young people engaging in democra~y 

To help you to thiflk about. discuss and respond to matters relevant to 
:he inquiry. wc have set out below some: 

,. ~SU9S; and 

examples 01 strategie~ slJ';loested or lried elsel'<here 



Ed ucalionJln!orm ellon 

It L. thfl jab 01 the E~elorll.l Commreaoo Q~ens~nd (ECQ) to ensure tnat people 
e...-ol and yole III "'ec~n,. To '*' T~I". the (CO uses education and l!W4rOtlca~ 
Pf\>li rllm,.j ... y. ",,,.l<."an:ls, POIiliol" a,,;;I $d1oo l -.ish). 

tl IoW>aI ccuId fM ECO do bMrsr 1;1 mffl':mfltly 10 ~ itIJ tneSSllg(l OCIO'".4 ro 
IS j'QUI1g peq:;4l1 

Nc!V jge?s 

In 2000, Elertims ~ fIJIrtrered .... Jh Gabll! i'1 me Classroom 10 doYoIo:> a 
n_ ...olw W(bc"li~ program Ior aludenls. ioc/udl"'!) ~ r.ud~ e/'IaUenolng peocJle 
aQ~ 16 to 1$ to CfC'I'" 30· ........ ....-..1 """bk ~ " ronotWlC.m.",. 01'1 ws.o",I;"9 
thc~ p~e rs whyth.e OQml)Cfa!~ p'OO::IU and vming :o re ;mpurl,mt 

TM UniJ.!ld IGngOom Ele<:toral C:ommi:l~OO'B '00 Poitic;s' a.ims to 
iJ<lOPI~ inYOlved in do!tmoer~ev, I1 IT'llly hP. • I! 
poIai<:.' cvrl<.Juct~ ... orkahoplI ilnd e ...... "'s, ~nd 
across the VK lor \'OunQ P\iopli. 

m Awtralia tile '(outh EklQlorQJ S/\Jdy (YES) fo~d that some trICent"' ... WQ\,jkj 
~!lrM.t /I. H,," '101ft. YOL.01g ~\t :l.eld 11. 1a!c brea~ or the UGO 01 plQt!"IOt\ona1 'oat: 
o;;w<:erts ..... uldbfl, itJe, m(l6l tll6e1ive inr.Mrr,."". W ti1!II'l VIM 11130 $ome $0JPP0n 
I...-!he I1OIi<ln lIr.i1l1.:wo ,~ $1lo,Jcf 0<;Jt be oooded M vd u'!} ... rl\.~pcInaiboily 

tt\;Il oaTIe5 ";111 eilllenSl'llp • 

.. - 4 --r !V''-' .. )I.b.", .. .[ J L~'!J ..., :il.."...:..:;--. 
i./~-r¥- -. __ .[{'+. b '.) b ·; • .A...~Li~<-£.~ . .L~_ 
'" ~ 1lI"' ./"'-LJ.......~ /..1 ", .,~,.i.~~_-.l'---'---:. .. ...!:u...!..:.:.tLl'f_ 

.. -~- t. "J ,., l ... . , j.- .1 r e.. I ·:f" ___ \..J>...,l(..< .• ~ . !:..c..I.-:t::.":l l.,,·! 

VOUlr rogl5lratlon 

In Auwalla, each D~SOO must ~Omplel" in ilnrorn..nI form to regi."", 'I:> vote 

ffi Hol'II r..-wId il1fl ECa m ... ,QI il H$'<it AA you"g pearJ~ 10 .. nm/ (ffIrj Mcoml!' 
l :a ~rovotil? 

New l\lNS 

In "t llT'" CUII'lll_ , ~<alicrl i$ doll, by the g:JVernment ~o IIvII flI!Op\e lire 
au:~1y mglsl9rllll WIlen IIl9y leill:h lIO"'g ag ... An in\i,ma liQnal tepon bV 
Iilo lnuillr.c !or Dcmoer:tCy ano EleCtOral A&dsfanoo, YotJ1h Vortlt P-~'riclp"I:QfI. 
""9S~l!! MJlomali:: regi(ltfcllon I)y lne covemmenl mll\Cf lI'Ian ~ o&ino 3 " IIIV 01 
"""ch I>"Mlll to ,-",,01 

omer eoumr1es aNiO~ people 10 IQoRlst<K at a ooIi11g >:tilt"''' an iOlliCl loo day, at 
oo- l ne. 

In Canada, E:OCt i on~ C~n!d!. >:!&nf if~~ flAO r )", who have ILXMd 18 tMrou~h 
information wovidoo by, fur ~XWl1\pI~, 11", !i.~ oltice acd motor WI~ ", If'II'f!!lI!\I~'~ . 

Tnc Chief Ele-e!oral om::9I' WmGB 10 t/1<iI~ .. poIoplo;! \0 ~E~ ll,.,m 10 co, lir"., that th ey 
life eli9i!)\e \0 '>'(lIe Md OOt'I:lenl 10 tleinlj indudoCl l'l IM na~ooal 'l1li'$1"'" 



Polli~g stallons 

In Queensland. palinQ statiOns are llsllaly loealed ifl schools or hallG and (Ire open 
betwl*!n Bam and Grm-
.I Hew (;OO/d the EGO m4ke it 6I8SIerror youtl(l people to cast IfIelr vote? 

N~w ida~$ 

In rccarn Canadian elections. ElOOtionS Canada inlro<tlOO<l more poiI6 In locatlens 
10 which young people have Ila~y ac<:ess. suCtl as near stoocnt residencrn; aM 
""iv" rsity nMghboorhood,,_ 

!n ~nad~, polling stations afll op",n for 12 hours. 

, , 

A recent report of the Victorilln SCrutilly of Acts and Rcglllalions Commillcc, 
V.ctarian £/eclmrUc o..mocracy. considered eleclmnic \IOtillg. ~ recorrmended 
Ihi<\ Vic\Qr;an elacl~ $tx>uid not be conducted remotely via inlorm~tion ar,d 
commurJicatiQns IliChnologi«s in th", Il<!~r futu, .. , but identified th .. loHuMrlg .toy 
adVantages 01 remote VOIiIlg systems: 

6a;y acce~ for travenms and dlsabllXl P\lOplll; 

providing an iot.ulacIiI for oth...- tlilChnologies such <is ~"' .... n ''''<lOO,s. 8r~ille 
oomputers. magnifiers or alternative dala entry systems; 

alloWIng tar the eazy and oheap distribution ot ballot pap .. rs in diffgflllll 
~llaQ(ls: 

m&antaf\()OUS processing: and 

a~owing \IOteffl to aocess a Wide range of other intormation whilll ooosic»rinQ 
and OEl3tI1Q their vote, 

~ _.H:!....~~ __ +_:ll~t_~IL_C~:jj"" d-c.._~-~ ;" ___ <~, 7-"L~J 
,.~hJ1___ A 1~ --' _L":'., __ ,'.' f, ';r~' ~T. f..e~.:L:A-_________ _ 
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Ad"ance 'IOfing 
C,,m,,,,tty n Quewn~d,1I YC Vl:an' 1IOle lOI)'OUt neare_~1 roI~"9 booth on tlI. d&y 
(If a stall) (lIectlon, Ipeclll lOlUlJ'lgetno;ntS ~n b<! ,.,...de kx yoo to cast ~ur vot., 
oo.lCh as b'! mivllrICe II<llirlg in pI)(eol'l or postal 1I001ng. T~ .. ~Iion~ ~r .. iIV. ilabhl 
in only ~ome c:ircl.lm:llllncllS - Ior e~ample, ~)/OI.(. wt. 00 int(lrslal& en polling cav; 
h"" .. a disaMty; 01 ell,,'t v~ on 111101 day because 01 reigious I:>ellei3. For funner 
inlormil""", ,.~ .. www.!jCQ. g!d _gov.au. 

'i) Do fOO film IT1OI'l1 yOl.lfIg ~ vrot-I/d W>llIll they coofd ~o SO f.Il sny lime in 
I(il I1lI1' II'WI< Iaa&r1y up 10 . " ~"tion, without /lll:ving to I1I<IW ~"Y ,p«;fl'll 

coorllJons looozo1 

Ne." Ideas 
In Ih .. UK., postaIlIOling 11;; _ ilaDle to any eligible vnIN on rtoqUMI. A person may 
6PPlY Ior po5l0l1l101ing 10/ '" lIill1k:ulitr \I4Ictio", for .. """",,, ~iod oIlitn4 fir 1nl' liD 
Mure cleClions. 

To ,,,,,.\'late voting , II'Ie 31:11. government tCuld deolare!he my 013 state &l\leIiOl'l 
.. public holiday or ~edt.l ll ar'I ,,!<te~m lor " <lily olher tM.n a S!tlurd8'1. 

In fLJ11l"Iii, illill6lCtrOni<: \lQtlnQ """1,,,10 tll inlrud...-.;i>'d, fo r ~~ .. mpla. I1 ne&d not t.e 
r'I(lcessmy 10 have 00 'eleotlOn day', iNI1h all votii' Ci.$t 00 17111 sam .. day, Vuij"lI 
ceuld ·.IIke ploce, Tor example. OIlGr on 'oJection wock', 

~ )";'!":') /~ ~fl<,- 'Ir{_ Ul-~~~ !/~, /,'/.,.}j-._t .:!......._ 
I... 'l Jl~~ , >", f ,',::. .,/ ,,(, /' .<1 . ' .-_,1" -.J . ' " ...-- ",." . ,, (,,~ 
~--- - - - '";T-- - , - . ...... ~::r--~j , .~ ,~ 
,1/°/_ I "~ ~"r''' ... , • • . • L ••• j ...... "'_-' ____ -l:: _ . ,. . ~ ~ ."'<"-~ .. ",.-. 'J b" ·-_.:l' '''~i 

./>J,".J -/r·" '~". ;I.; __ ,: ___ ./ .or 

Clcs~ of I'OIlI!; 

Cuncntly, crl!cr (I st.:ltc ele<::lion is call«! , pooplo tlaw bilCIwvn 5 ... d 7 0.)'5 IU 
1~ler la ~ot!l, 

~ Do}'O</ lhiflfr. YO'*'jI ptJ~ COUkI ~ k:ld\l",m",ged if 1"_ ""'~,,~ upptJri" niiy 
r~ to I!nlni I'll/er/In 81~cnon ~ CG~Od? 

New ic1e3~ 

fOliO!' to the 2004 I&d&ral election, 11'1& SplICial Minister ot Still!!, E,ICI Ati&tl 
~ro-po:;ed tMt 

:he e4ectofal ml be clo!led 10 oew \1(lt1o!f"5 on !he d.!Iv 1h4!! ~tl!ction writs WOlIIC! be 
,,,suud (uslJllily- . , .. <iky u-.. 91~ion ~ announced); and 

;JeOpIE' wi/7olng 10 cn"II9C IfICoI enrOlmenl actai16 be given lht9iI (1;1.'1" 10 do $ 0-

ThiS p--opoe;31 dd not pI'I)ee9(l as I, was nol wppona<! by I"" nun·~ r' llt'" 
I)II.l1Ies. 

J 



Fixed tlQCflon clay 
In QUgen3:aI1cl, thare i9 no fixed election day 10r stale election&. 

A 1i~ed election day could aUow improvoc! civics oducutiOn coureos, mock-elections 
and othl!l iIlnI.t~;"'~ encauraginc young people's engagement with elections to tle 
planned'" "dvance {see Milner). F"or example, 11 fixed election da~ IIIOLJd allow 
cillb: wOo.o;;a.ton; to pian .. nd conduct thllir cuurse. in par",I!!1 w~h an e!e<:tioo 
campa'Qn. 

'A 00 yOlIlhinf( improVfld clv/c;$ (Kiucatioo Is a wr;xfhwhilfl ~a¥0II rQl' !}(J1IIm1fflool 
1", to COItsiOOr a cfJ;Jngc to tiJr~'orm alaction:r! 

New i,j"'M 

In Qwesnslal'l(!, QI9C~OnS tor all local gov,.mmlmt au1hortt~s ar<;l "9r1~raly h<iId 
every lour years 011 the last Saturday in March. 

~ t, " ... ,,( d~'j ",~ .. ,Id 6.;.J._,·f1!.'-..L....... __ 

---.. - .. -.~~~~~~~-

New votln~ sy.stem 
In Que8flSland, a system 01 optional preferential voting ~ used. A fad sheoo.t ""bout 
'Of'V is a'''iI~abllill,om: wWlII.!lGy.gid,yov.au. 

Do yw think JAAmg people wooId IN me.-... likely to me il fh~ 1IOting s~1em 
w.ili" changiNJ liO lhiII r::andidai~ running Oil Cfirtain issue", 01 ~iClJ"'r inlllff!5t 
ro yoong people wcro more IIk(}Jy to get 6Ieoled and haY8 a voice In 
pi11'MmMt? -

New ideas 

A;!OClldix D contai!1S El revised \l&r~iDfl of El paper oreoaroo for an irlqui!Y, HiilnC1S 
on Pa~iamsnt, by the ~I and GonsMutional COmmittee 01 \he previous 
Parliament, It prrNid~~ information aboul ""( voting ~y...t.,." aM w~ys it migll be 
WiIIlgt'd la ."avid;, ,oor .. djv~dy in candidates who might b9 ",leetw. 

As Ir1 Queensland. thE> voting system in the UK makes itvery dlMlou~ tor 
ClIndfdalas from mirJor pIIrtiell to get elected. In May 2.005. some 500,000 s~MQoI 
studeris in the UK \KIlec! in a rTXICk ,,1""lion 10 r.oindrie wil!1 the genHat ~~s 
Thl! ~1udellll> vu!"" fur rh" IoIClulIt c"ndida!.,s. Th .. n.sulls showed that In .. 
studell'.s wela attractoo 10 panlas Which ran CA'ldidilt9~ 011 cl/florin iiIiU .. S; for 
exampla. students who fait p1l35;on1lto about the environment voted for the Groon 
p"rly. DllSpite tailing to have a ~ngle ClIooidale rellKnM in the go!!Mrll1 o!!lection~. 
Ih~ GI~n Party so;ocurad 45 oul of a possible 349 seat. in the mock eloctioo 

Prooo~ionElI representation VohnQ. wniOh is used tor Sena!9 Ellootions In Australia, 
provid~lI greater oppDrturuty for minor partieS to will seats. 

~. _ !), ,._~Y:~~.L~L·~_-i_d~:"-.d ______ _ 

, 



Voting age 
In Australia, you mllSt be 18 y03fS Old to VOT"', TM minimum votlng;;t~ if] O/l1o;or 
"OI..,trill~ rMgM from 15 to 21. 

The minmurn aces set by the lawfor OIh<lr aotivities are lisTed In allPondllC e, 

!.i\ ShOuld ffle vctlng age be lowersd to 17 or 16 )'Wlilli? Why IN' vlhy fl(>l1 If thl< 
Kt 'KIting /J{JfJ is Jower!Jd, shOuld voting at fila loworo::i !Ago be oompu/sory? 

New;dMS 

In April 2004, follOwing a project on th .. a911 of ",i&CIa,..1 majority, th .. Unil<ld 
Kingdorr: 1OI0010ral Commission recommended that the minimum age for.l kiwis 
0' voting in pub~e ""ll'lCIions in th~ UK remain at 18 years forthe time OOr1\l. Tho 
UI< Eloctoral Commission advised, ho_w'". thnl it expocted to undertake a 
furth~r formal r~viGw uti!", rn inirmxn voting age w~h in " further Ij"" m s", .. "n 
yaars. II encouragad Ihs lIov .. tTJI'11~nt to cOfU.id .. , in~i"ting .. wider , ... vi .. ", of the 
aca 01 majority. 

In 2000, a report on changing ~""i8.1 and legal framewo~s tor young Australians 
k"""J !I lld, dS$pl~ soow interest in getting more inllON8d in t116" community and 
in govamm<iHl1 ~ision·making ","<.><:is . e., ye,"'!) peopl .. were quite ,,~Waot to 
claim lhe IjQht ano ro~pon$lbllltyor ~l'Ing lhy voti youngYllhan ilt ilye 18. The 
majority (7.o(.%J of young people inllOivod in the researoh said thllt rhoy WIKY r.ot 
",<Kty or interested in gellinG ;;woJ\ied in tormal politICal processes such:!~ voli'lg 
bolfore they we,'" 18. Tfleir ~renls 119'''''d. ",ith ~ majority (61 %) suggea:irlg that 
young I"'upl .. it'''' not m~tul'" .. nollQh and not i1telMted in IIOti1g btllnre \hey are 
18, and that young pi/opls undil 1~ hilve otha, I>'''SSUr<lS \u ~e"{rorrt andcomend 
oMlh (sea CarS()I1, Fi!.l:gcrald and Roohe). 

CCOTpLJIsocy voting WM inlrOOt . .,1ld in Queensland in 1914 a.nd by the 
CQlTmOllW"alth i1 1924, Research by Mill"lE'r (publ;,;t!ed in Civic. Literacy: How 
InfOlfTlild Citiz"n~ Make D"'rl<,,:racy Wark, University Pn,ss of New England, 
HanoV01, 2002) i'ldicaleS that \he effect 01 i11rlXlucing compuls""", voliny ," 
Auslralia was to brirJQ' al>OlII a 23% overall increase iO votiog. 

Edu".Hon In schools 
In C~"""sl~",.1 scht.lul~, til~" iIi no .ubjiiiCt called 'civic5 educatioo' or 'ci~i7 .. n'hir 
eCll.lc:allo~', Primary and socoodary ,.tud~ts 1ot~rn about dsm[){:rncy, ;ocludirlg 
parllamooi. ,pvernment and eloctions, in:! numbor ot <ifferenl sutllocts. Sruclln(s 
~L~~ p.~rerip'f\(;fl democracy at ~ct;ool, tor example through electloos tor school 
~ooncil m.,mOOr"s and/co- ochoolle""N5. 

Edue./Ilioo/lbout democracy 
AriOijjonal .... Jr ... t in""l orrO~Llrti~;". r~lIlv~nt 10 dIHTK)(,"-acy include: 



visits \0 the QueeMland Parliament, or 10 a regional sitting ci Ihe Queens-land 
Pa,liamllrl(, ami educational activitiios ~rovided by Pa,kam.,n\Rry Education 
$ervicGe: and 

elf>clM,1 edUC>l.lion actiViti1!!5 conauct1!!d by the Au..t,aJian Electoral Commis.lion, 
,,!.Ch as school vis~s_ 

For IOII1~l!iO 

!i) Wh:lf i4'DrlIW Mill imd what ellrJ you finjoy whsn jKXJ. /1/aIllt about or 
J!t ~~inyaurschbtJl? 

Wiwt ~ could &:J?oois 00 to encoor.!:glt yoo to ~Mt~ dM1lOCl'tlcy fJnd 
~ Yoo 50 that YIlU .lire wellJrrfarmM and coofldiW about Mgagiro) in 
r/f;(Ila.;racy? 

For tuchltl'l 
5\ HoW doos your Sl!hocI apt;JfOaC/l civics OO!Jc31fon andpractfoo democracy1 
JD, How CCtJId srudMIS be better preparedTo e!IQBD6 i,,·democracy? 

New id""" 
In plelious Inquiries, the Legal and COl1Gt~ulional Committoo and thl! Lagal and 
Constitutional Committees 01 tIla 49th and 5OtI1 Par1iaments have made 
recommendBtions about ~iv1c3 edti<:!l.lion in ~nsland. Similar 
recommendation:!. have ~ m",d .. by many othe, Atlstraian bc<::Ii~ in recent 
years. A list of somli QI these reo::ommendOitio"s is slit out in .. p~ndi)( C. 

The GoTlslitl.llional Cantre of Western Australia was establiShed to encourage 
peapi<'lof allllgM to IMm about the W~tem Australian roli!ic~1 system lInd MW 
10 acti-.rely partic~ate in it It olfers displays on thoi Constlution ~nd aspects of 
cilizenshi~ and political iri..tIlIY. Th" E~toral Edl.lC;t~"" CooI,e", Icc~t..d ",~hin 
lhe same complex, and plollloos Wtterac1Ne programs allowing people to caSl a 
vote. discovel the origins of demoorncy and uncerstand how tile voling sysmm 
works Isee www.CGMfre.W<I..aoy aliinnex.blm) ProgrMl~, presented in ways 
which ""!jage young people. are also conducted for school stl.Ki .. nls ,"siting the 
~ntfll. T~..,..he, '''''''wee l<its comp~ml!nt each prog'am. Rli'Soo.rce buxes on 
va~ous topics are aVailable to SChools tn remote areas. In addition, the 
COOstimonal centre haS developed en 'Out HeElch Program' which involves El 
network cl local peop .. in ru",l ,,,,<I remol", ~re~~ nI W"~l~m A~1rn.1i;o prrlvidlng 
programs to studeri:s illltloie areas. Som~ progn • .rns are spec;lic to Indigenws 
commurntie:o. 

A Civics end GttizenBiltp EducatIOn website (whICh incorporate~ a prevIOUS 
'niscn""ring Dem<)(".r;,cy WP.hsitp.) i~ www.~ivic~ .. rodo:":iti7P.n*.in ... d.J.~ .. 

'Kids Voting USA' i$ a natiooal non-profrt, non·pani.an organlsatlon that teaches 
students about C~ilonshiP. civic respcnSlbility. dcmocrncy and politiCOI 
pIlrticipation. T OIl<'!th<'!r with classroom actillit~. 3tud<'!nl!, are providt!d with an 
opportunity 10 cast a 'Kids Voting' ballot 00 election day, and they vote on the 
,,~me candidates and i~SU9S Cl!i ;tduls. In 2004, 1,5 minion ~ludgnts turned out to 
vote for presidential, Iooal and state candidates. Areas witl1 a Kids VO!\Ilg USA 
program have showed a votrlg rate to< rejli:!tered 18 year aids which 19 14% 
higher IhM b" non,pHJ1ir;paling art'n See IYI'ffl.kidsvgfMU!H'ml. 

p,ovidii 
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students with plaCllc!! ballots which have links to candldaw biographio;ls ar.d othgr 
resources. AboU135.000 students parMipated during tho 2004 prc~idsntial 
eledion~. 

'T6fl1lS N2 Pal~ics' is a US-b.a~ _biits which o/1grs 1'000g p.ElQPt.. an 
oppoMunity to portlcipnto in disol.lS~lln forums on topics such as the economy, 
foreign policy. general political issu~~. l!.nimllt!; and thllllnliironment. Provi~ion i3 
also made for yooog ~III to t:ontribut~ to discus~ions UMer lh.., banner of '1"111 
wing cl1at' and "ight wiTl!l corll\lr'. S .. e www.t!fflnsn2pQ!tt~.coml!or~m~/. 

PolitlCIII parties 
The 2004 Younll Au&ra~1IIl of thf! Yellr, Hugh EVllns, has ~ullge3ted thet your1\I 
paop!A f~ ~h"t OIrl of main~ttf.~m party pnIi~c~ 

Thfl fonnllr DuI'!en~land State youth Adv~ory COlJnc~ told Ihfl committee lhat thll 
issues addressed by poI~lcal parties, particularly at election lime, are dominated by 
those rel ..... nl to oklfo' pl/QPle ~Ild our ilQ9ino populatbn. 

Ri ~:~lJ()liIota' pattIs'$ ~gE> young p"opIe's et:I9<l9"'flUllit irJ 

Newjdeas 

Dr Ariild" .. Vrorn .. ", a led!!,..,- ",llh .. UlIlven;lty ut Sydm,y, r~,."archi'S ~ 
PGOpIG and poHtles. She wrttoo that, 'The one area o! panlclpatlon that romains 
IOW tor younQ peoj)le, and indeed for most Australian3, is rfl(!ml>crship 01 pollical 
P"rt .. ~. Rather tn~n Iah~I"O party rnP.l'T1oor~hip rloclinp. ~.~ ~p~thy, VIf' OU!Jhl In 
~~ how unapp<laiir1y political pa,tie.,; have ~"' ... And it is up k> par1ies \0 
InllOl\t(l a new generation. Thts mlght not De tI'J way at formal membership: 
instead, ponies might consult young people OIl i:)sues reievonl to their livos' (S80 
\/romf!l1). 

In In .. us, a nalionwklll study of youth attitudes found that yoooCj poopls WfJf~ 
ac1ive in theW- cornrrHsliijos I:M.JI nol concerned about polRicil. 1\$ an outoome oj 
that ~Iudy, !I 3t'~tegy IIdopted 10 re-connect youth 10 democracy i~ that, dUrlrlll 
E>loction campaign~ , Ih .. rood;" offer youth-rnodo:!ralBd cMrlid"j", 00b~j~5 (~'" 
N~hUl, . 1 As~u.;i .. livl\ ur 3"", el'" i.,,; vi Sldi"), 



.~ • • ,..,,; 1/1.:., "..:," 

--j 

------
PoliticIans 

Many rooearoh studkH: In Australia and irl/lI<llalioc<1a! y , ......... 1 lIlat l"Jl"rlg people llIe 
C'fl1IcaI aoout 11'1& beh:lv;o\,l' at pclItO:lnS, 

~ How C3lI pcII/datI$ ~ ~" Ih9 ~iII, 01 ytU19' j»opIe in 
HI """"""Y! 

N ...... h1MI 

Or Anadnil vrcmtln u.yo; ~ po i1 .:i:ms unly ""-"'Sidli'!' )OJU'\!l people when ttM!y 
prCS(lI'll (l problem: tMt young IleQll)1I land 10 bll 1af\1Id :a~out 'IImv, 0 latl talkt<l 
wilh: Mld that young peO~'3 Plir3POClrvcs WI,l rarely il'lc1iJd<:)d In PlJOic deO:ate, 
Dr V",rn " n ~LJg!J'l"'~ 11'10111 whal i.! needed is direCt evidenoe 01 you~ g P<lOp~'s 
\lxp .... ie/lCes and ,.rgu~nts b~Sed on 5I.ICh fI'Jiril'!nce (~M Vromenf, 

In the Unltad Statoi. CanllOllatld th" Uroitild Kiny<Jcrn. wh,"~ voting isn't 
oompJ l~ory, ~ has Deor> enown ti'\at contact wHh ~olitical partitls ",I'd c..ndida""$ '" 
an importMt a)emenl cl '\lO!·out·the,vote' Slfo«lOiCS, FollOWIng the 200' Blitish 
general 9I8ction. IM Ul< Etl!l:torat Comminion identified IlIQck 01 C3n'l'3odna Dy 
~tiliciarli as a 1i<8Iy re"5on fOf d<ssaru.fllCtion (..-.d law tu""'<ltj among tIrsHme 
VOI(ltt, 

\t ~.;.tJL~n':"'~ " ;;/, W~/ r~..:f.! .0 "" ,' .. 4,!f.LJ...b.~ . 
. "'i fu.....,. I~, L) .. \,~ .. ..u ......;.( .... ~~~. 
_m"(,," '~ ,' .. ':.1~ :1;:'1/' i,'"' "i".,;. .~ .... :.L...4h.' 
m b-"~LL7 ' / :~j:f;~_ L I ''''-----.:::'l.. el .... ;~~. 

Bein g hurd 

Wh~lI I'IM'9 pvople may lI" lurnw 011 pollli<;$ iUl " currendy optJ!'~" "",ny 
s!udicS ana sur..eys have lound !hat YOUIlll pwpIw are wry ~'loIr\Is!~ . , political 
1_ ~nt:D U18m, The chll~!lD 'Q' !PIClnmenlS it I() ""'gaga WI!Il young 
poop"". al\rllh" iir:o.t tti"9 t!\at youIIQ people My is Ihllllhey Wilr'I! 10 be IleJ/a. 

,m Hl'lVl you ~ My cl th6 jJwammcnJ opporrunilics /0 voIctJ yQ:Jl rJD/fIIOnS 
•• 4 aIx:-d ~~(""~ , IJ~ ,,/fflr)/VI'! wl'l.' il? 



N~w idrQ,s 

In W~tllm AustT3tia, the Cillies Md Cilizenship Unit in the D<'!p2lrtmMt ot Premier 
and Cabinet aims to enhance democracy in "\hat stil,t& tlYaugh civics education 
and the promotiun ot an activ!! c~jrerory, The goal is a community whoof!! all 
Westem Australians are valued as ottizens, where "\hey play a si9ll~1caM rala In 
seninlil poli~y priorities Bm! wIlere they help shllpe the n&lur& of their ~ociety (see: 
www.dlizM~ql.D".W" W-"yJ). 

Dr Ariad111 Vromen sugqesls that, 'YOI.l1\j p60plil ha"" a broad rangil 01 
eoonomll. social. and political oKpcrtonccs' and Ihal wo nood to 'create inalu~ive 
10lTTI~ 01 GOvernance ttlll.l recognise Md build upon different W8ytl at makin~ 
r.ommunitie~_ Thos" in p<l'o"Ar nead to list"" to young peopia 1TI01"8, and young 
people's divotrse v; .. ws ilnd 9"'~'UierlclIs need 10 be articulated in the rrtotdia' (s'*! 
Vrom&n). 

~,_5'lj''':'.-/'' /e I. ·I_c, ..... ,{« ').',;1 3~,-_ 
/~'C~ "...-,1- u:> {il,,-_ ,-,/t:", -i/~'<? w::"'/"e: .. 

How 00 you think .9ow~nj s/K)iJlri invo/VQ young pl!0p/6 in the dfldskms if 
mak001 Whef msthods work bcsr for you -- t.u;e.-to-filco, ~b basecV"onJ!ne 
mefflods or written? 

New Kiea~ 

1112003. tho Ccmmis~jQn lor Childron and YOUrlg People won inv~od to partiCipate 
in 8 comnittee tor the development ot 11 sports and Il'lCrllation tllcili\y tor young 
people M P,,1m Island in Nnrth Q"",,"sl~nd, Tt>/! Commission llI"I~r"r;ed Ih. 
importanc<il 01 th<il o;:ommlttw asking young p<iiOpl<il wnalllleywantw_ Th<il ;ssu'" 
forth .. Commission was not so much 7Iow do W~ Involve chUdriHl in the buiidinq 
or thi:S f3:lility'" Cut rather '?lOW do wc gOI rile facility IIle ch~drcn wontT. 

In ~OO3,;n Parramatt" in Sydn<!.y. ~ Youth Jury presented young people ";th 
praclical opportunities 10 learn and discus. U'" <.liversl/ rnt!!(~sls and concerns of a 
wid .. var1;lty of young peopkl across thG Parramatta IGgion. Participants 19amoo 
aboul teamwork, fIOQOtiation skills and the power.; 01 aOllemmonL This enabled 
lhem to iorm rea!~hc rl'lCommenciations 10 support the nee~ of lh!! collective 
yno.lth 01 Parramatta 

The mm of the Ynuth Jury W~5 tn ,,-~~i~t VJ~h bridging '¥Oilll intol,,'~n~B >lnd 
cultural 6iv.",-.ity among young peopl@ol Parrarnatla. 

The roccmmendatoo~ of the YO<,Jth Jury Wire ~~ at ~ey govemment and 
~ummtrily org,misations of Pimamatta, 



T!lklng lICIion 

VnU<1g people wa.nl la b<I actIVely InVOlveCl in oemocracy. VOlin~ at elect\ol1, 11 only 
""" way of ooing ~ in a demoerlllie """i~ly_ 

~ WhiCh of /tl~ IiJllowing «tMtiMJ Mva you carried QlJI, or wlWld ),(,V Rtf) ro~1'fY 
JrI <AA' 

A<:tlvil~ 
_.- w_nll .. 
(~ ".-..) .... ( ; ... .<l 

VOlUflloo;l~!'!I 0 n 
"~ o.- l""'.<:ipM:n!J .. ~ local )'CIuIh prulect 0 0 
IrIIlia1WI9 Of Sill"''''' 11 pot"'On (,/ ~ -
AltnJ>ij a rally or "'0"_ d, Cl 
T';:"' ~ 1>"" ;" " smile C ~ -
Bflirlg a mwnboo. 0/,. ~I~eal!)any "" ': 
s.,.;.,Q" ~o/ .1"';" !.In"", Cl :J 
Being" member 0/ .. G1YOem <11110" cc{ '. J 

B~I'g • marro..r 0/ • ~on'SO"""Y""' t 

o~niGOtion wIIiCI1lOlltIle~ ;o"MWI>nI 10';, rn. 
Wi<joo ,,,,,,, !I<.",,,,, .. "'_ .... ltJIIJ~ 

Cl Cl 
_.J 

Cottacti~ a ~ .. 0I1oc111 ~'" 2f u =-PMlcop""~ .. a YOI.In Pa<lam ..... C, Cl 
s..ic'!) ;,wd¥oo In a Y <;o .1h ('""oncil ;::; 0 
~ imotved in ft/I ",ganos:lll.OrI wIIICIl ~cckl: IQ 0 U 
rap""""'" ij,a "''''''' of YI""'O p"""",. I"·g YO""O 
"~1"'~"'" Rut.1 N_) 

Young people ~l'I.y that to be O"gOIl(lO In ctemocracy they l"!EIed InlngS such ai: 

ooponunrties 10 actively Mglga In 1l000<r.r<lCY' 

~n idM about WM.t (.4n be &et'lieved reo_3ticalIy; 

~ i1 which tu mWl .wl(l di$(;IJ$S; and 

acOO:G 10 me inrGrnOT. pholOCOOilX$.. etc. 

j:1 Wh,a r ;osIJi!it;oncQ or flflCQU'¥lHlmt d>J you rll<o.rj fmm gOVf~(Il t" rll/Ut 
1. 1 X/)O(1Il/JoUl rhe isSUC$ yOI.Ilsel~looatil about? 

Nnw ioo,," 

erlsoana C~y C<HJI'Wil h~¥ w"",~ .. <,I 'V;~iill" III~', iO. ...,o;ob""t .. whi ch ,, [ ~wa 1"""'0 
peop[~ to hnvc n say ~ tne eo..nd rs :or~rams. ThQ \Wb<~~ C<,;t1[ai'JIj i :I~IoI"~ I Qrr 
;oho.,! how yoorx; pA()P~ can have !MSj~ :J.ay, e VMI5 for yoll'1g p&Opfe, li1k!l to 



rll$OllfCW artd 3 klNm !lYOIJ9I1 \IotIiCl'I young pliopl9 can ~ Iho,oir opi1iuf\lr , 
Th! Cotw:i l hll~ 1130 pr()VUlod \'Ol.I'!g pOOpio with arcoo 3rour">d BrlGbaIIG """'*11 
th~y CAn come toge1hl!ll' 10 ".,.,.11I1'Itt organ_ IIctivitifl~ 1In<! ~FCject! ol r l1ereSt 10 
thl/ffi . ThI!5" areiiS iirlt acci"SSObI9Io 1Oun9 peopi~ and welll"l!!llll.ll"l:lt~ (!oM 
~~>bIe·lnk,qro,{). 

n... Victari"n Gov..,mment prodUCed B nanObOok fOf YCUflg people on flow,hey 
~ cmaIe c-hMg& in th.., .. eommunlty. Tr... ttaooOOok provklf:3 ~uQOe$\IOnG OIl 
how )'QUnQ PliKlplW can glri ..,.;\iw Of) • proj9ct they feel pss3ionMt ~bco:J1. line! hnw 
thoy can implement \113\ projGcl (.1Oe 'MW( vwI>"s !1C>,:.au,W&l!YPSm3 pgl. 

The RltJr.,Mtion for Young A.JWIll1an~ is m non-pro11l ~i:mlion d.e<Jt.:l\O(J 10 
dewIoping ;,,,,01l10I ..... initit~·," thal support ,,"d~ young people &Qed ' 2 
10 2:S. n... f'ooodalion pro..ows ~W<l-fwldjn<;llo' iOo-as. proa:;riuotlr 5Mq et"\" 
fWldng CO WWOIt in/!i3lt.tG6 3f\1J n.r", Iha r.,;ipiwtls stn.K:1 .... Ihli",s.rt..flIO 
etat:re knp-I!!I1II lIUSIaJtIat/dlty. EtlCfI yew. !Ile FOUI'ld3I1on manage& a portl'oIo of 
t)l"'!n13 tcMfing "bout $6 .... Iion. AI. illII31 25% oIlCJ{t11 grant hI'IdI1g is do<laI.Wd 10 
Inlllii!lw~ spiiCtr\cil.1Iy CWJgrled 10 botnItlil)n ..... 1r-.d!J"''''''')~ A~rA&aI\' tMJoe 
..,...,...,.Y\.lUlQil\§tf1""",.Q!'SI). 

~----

New !dfJo~ 

Tha yO\th Elvctorill Stud\l (YES) ,"'-'''' ll1 i1t par ..... ts ar .. rer,;"rtied b\I yOllflg 
people a~ me mOS1 impOf1ant source 01 mfcrmalkrl abOlI1 I'QIlng. TakI,"I~" ;"ml 
newspllpern are the nWC! moe1 N'YIPOrTOnl, however YOlln9 people view ll\O$S lattGr 
~'''r.,,~ with !VIm .. ~cAPtiei!m 

~ - ----_ ....... _ .. _- -------_ .. -
_ .---------_.- - - ----

~ WfIEl1 role can flOf'I (JOVCrMrlCr)/ ~ioIl$ or ~ ~~f D£i~ 
1ft, in gMIitIg yn<J'IO ~ acW. and mVf!/vetJ wAh demCCfar.y? 

N!!W i9<rirj; 

The Insore foundation (560 www joJojr.II..Qru.n4J ia 11 n1l:ionaII'lOIHII0l't 
foormtoaJ which ",im~ It) er~ !fI nprmrtunif ies for )'Ooog Au~tr~.IIM, prlf'IClClBl1y 
ayOJd 001 .......... t6 ,,,xJ 25, to h.~ UlilTl~fv"s ,,00 oth.,...". Tf>e FOLll'l&:ion 
ac~edges tt1at younll PIlOPi9 want to maklil a pos ~ive diil"'IIf'''''' ~ ' Ih"'r 0M1 



-. .- -

MS and In th&i' tonmunllw. Young peq>Io &/" iiK:~wI~ "'vcW~ In Itlo! 
oovek>pmonl and dckvory of all lr.e FQl,Indatlon'E In~llItiV1lI_ Onll ;n~~t"'u. 
'ActN/tw', i~ e woftb-bI!.aed ,eNioe lI1al will provide)'OOnQ pcopiG wilh " ,formatiOll 
and ~uppc>1 00 ~owtl1e)' e..., hllCClm ~ invoI\Ied in is~ UM Of ceuses in IMlf 
CorTl{Tll,mity tI,;;d thlly ilfli p .. S5lonl\l<l about. 

VibelNile YOUlh S~rv1(:C6 1s a votuntellf-basad, non·prolit youth midi,. II,mJ lr"ini"lI 
organisation wI1ich prollloes )'011110 people (lood between 16 and 30 wilh an OOWrw 
kvun through wno:h t~y ~"M eoceM ..,lorr'Mtion on 11 fange Of topicS. po,ni(;ipatc 
"' diSl:ussiorlli with other )IOl.f19 ~ end become in"",Iv""''''1NI !lrChMgflCi 
inlorrnatlo1llVth othll! yo\I1lg p;loplw (_ .,.. ........ ";be";r" lIOIIl. Rooen! irI~ieli,," 
l'\dod>l"IIIcclionTf'3d(1lI" ($IUI ~,~ ¥fhk;h 5llnll/U\Mog 
pI'lqlle out on 1h& camPG~n IfSlI u I'9pO!tGf~ in tho 2004 Fed&ral Ql4el/on. 1110811 
r~ _ ... JtiIiY.d by~" tadioslahons. 5BS and I\HC news. 

Thw US Ad CoI.nCiI b< .. nun' llfofil QJ~$O"II ion whi:h ~ 6.~ _ And 
prom!OO!'. public t9f'V\c$ camoalQl'lt on .. 'ingvoJ ;ss ......... A t~1 C<lmpeign, 
'F og/'l1 Mlifl~II,n.srn', 10~US4Od on ImprOYin.g youm 01"'" a"!l"!l_1 and_' 
p"tti~loOn . It iMlt>/ul ~l6vbion ono raao ads aimS<!:II g.cnlnl.l yo,.ng ~19 
invol\led in ~~I!I' thl!lY C¥I!I >11:1(11" , volunteetlng Md voting (~ee 
\'@W, ~ oh I m;", r ryg u it, j);", ,org) , 

'Roo~ tho VOid' Is a non.prolk organl&atlon which aims to <iffiIlQ91I yaUlr\j ~ .. ~.,ci' '" 
the pdi~cal prooes9 in !Me Un~ St:rtos and draw attenMn 10 IIlSI,lOHl 01 eoncllfn 
to ~OUI'Ig peopm_ It GOOfdinetes voter regi3tralion ~wes II1Id eduO(lrl<Y1 ortOM 10 
."n;u{~ """"9 POOP" e' I!Irc; se thl!lir rig~ I<:> vot,,_ YOIJIh rulwre is I'IlIrne,sed r, tr,e 
promotion of ill> canrp.;!'!ilnf , 01.01 0 1 w!1ic;h featt..re high proflOfl e.t&hrtlftollnclvdi":g 
ml.Eiclll'lS, actors, aI!Il9t9i.na eamediill$. In lt1e 2004 ~s, t ,2 mJlion 
p!ICIpl& tool( adVilntage 01 tI\C' Ofg.lolr.allon"~ 00100 voter l&;Iislr.r1iofl rOlCl ily . .. "d .. 
fuflhe' 200,000 rrtgi5111<t>d as epart Ol ltle Hook 1l1e Vote Bu:! Tour :ten)C$ I/le 
country (see....- ,oc!tt!>e-Ol<o r:f\m) 



'1"':i.d!~~ f~1' ~Atl"'.w..g ~ s...:h·..J4si..::v. 

Tl'w!le o! no liS! form for 11 SUcm133!0I'I 10 the committee. Submillalorn; milY ~'9 made ~lI ing 
Ih$ "'Gury ~ponS81orm or in the ferm 01 11 lelter. a subst~!ltial papor or a ShOrT 
dQClMllVr1I ilOU tooy may includ .. appendices. Subm~~ion" may contain !IIOIS, op;tOn5. 
~r\Jumcnro and recQmm.lldallcn~ for ¥cllon. Th .. mQlit usetul submi$&ionS IIr~ ID the 
point. 

TI'le oommillc, 'lI'o"ld pra!af l1li'1\1911 .utlmiilli.m~. bIIt will a~ I!CCept 5UbmlssfctlS en 
~udilllApe. FOl written slilmlss.'OM. fV?CC or printed te)(1 Is pretlll"all,,", thougllulJU .. 
n~ .5<lbmisloioruo "'A "".cecItatll!l. rlttmbel"ed P!IgeG and, ter llUIlmiseIcnJ r. 
~ ..,f 20 ~ a brief summary M d a bill!! 01 ernlP.nls ~ aIM ~ .... 

A1lwbmis"Sions musl include the NOm" ",nd .. .ont8C1 demils at I/le C«5OI'I ~g Il'1O 
lutomiuiorl. Those mWIQ if $ublni&sion on behalf 01 an onytniMl<on Mould tlGCale al 
wl'lat kIVCIthe submlsslon has IJo8en ~ ("!I sub-cO'nrnill...,. ~. ch.'Iir . ... .c.) 

PuOIkJ Ot1!cOOl mav millw 5UD-nillsi\.w11 at private irdviWftls. ~_r, If refe .. nce Is 
made., a (llJtml'lsia'l 10 t1'1611" ot1lclallXliRjon. h 5hollkl al!lll bOI made ~t.J 1II" that the 
! ubmlMial ~ made in 11 pnvale capae!ty. 61.«1missiOnS from [IOwrnmlll1t ~parTlIWflt5 
sh;:.uld be author;";ed in IIccordance with normol depaltl"OOl1ta.1 prococ!u.&, 

CDntent and {"Ievan.,., 

A .ubmi~sion may coo.oer fOI1'"oe or BM 01 the ;!.lIlleS rll;"ed in ti1a rMporIMI to~. III'ICUld OG 
"&Ittt1 11 submission;: ~ariy ita.llId wllk.t1 ~~ ar .. Wng addr",ss&(J. 

The o:ommIttWs usual p« .... -..d.ale ~ la publicly fe~ aM ta11 .. ,...!>mi!il<OfIS in the 
LeQi$/Iltivc Asoombly. No! all tiUbmlAlart, will nliCK~y 00 pubroi:hOfd anGIor tataed. Tile 
COfmIittee re3eIVe3 the flg!\t 10 ... at PUDW!lII 0( taOJe cont:d9ntLat wbrT\inlon-, .... 
submissi~ whir:to am m lftuel'lt. cottlan 3ClA"rllOUS ~ 00f.,n31D1Y ma:erial. or are 
Il~.......,;w 001 suitaolBlo. pub~sh"'9- The committAl! ... !I .~orm you d R dee:de$ not to 
~ IX nolk> iWhoris .. lha puIIIoi."lOtiotl cl. you. so.flm-'oo. 

Conticlcntilllty 
J'nc <><>mmitlee att&mp1:llo oolldllO! 110 Inq~Jr1ot; in Iho """,I <>I>'"n "''''Y ~~il>I ... H_ ..... ,. 
~ yllU bIolio!!W! that your ~lJbmis31on (er J)«rt of ill Ghoukl not be madQ plloilc. clearty ....rill! 
'001"10000,,1' 00 each pag& ~...." , In ~ brief covering letter. explatJ wtty your ~u bml$~1On 
ihlluld b9 w.ated contitWnliiill ly. The ,ommlttee wil th",n c",,~Oillr )'Our re<luest for 
conlltlel'ltiatity. 

UnMlthorlSlld Release 
Once ltle oorrmiltee rece1W3 a submi'"..t.ot\. I1 bcoomes oomm!l1BQ PfOl'8f\y and should 
not be putJlisl"ed oori!hnull ...... .llmmit!6e·s au1tI<lmatlOl1. PubllCil!l(lll at a sl.ClmiSSictl 
witIJ::M lite carll1 lte<ii''1i a uthorisation means thlll thIIt pLt!b1lDr'l ~ not proteCted 0"1 
f);lI1i3metl(aryprMlQgII and may amounl lO:.r. L"Ullormplol P<ll1~. 

I1Ili~ment HollS"'. GeorllC Street 

~iSt3ANE OLD 4000 

"!III ...... · .. a_~· ~~ -



S\lbmlu i(lftll clo .. on Wu'ne'ida'l', 30 NO'I'ember 2005 
E1m:IfI!IiMS to me 0100'-'9 d318 may be given. If you need mora time to m(do:, ~ 
!,",bmi~sioo, or" yo,", leqlire IlJI'1I\ot' Information, contact tl1e convni:w'\; ~ill: l lioIalia! on: 

r elephon~: (07) 3406 7301 
"'!OX: (07) 3406 7Q70 
Email: !care I)parli~m O!'ntg! d_ Q2Y Gb! 

Copies cl this 03pQl" and all otlel pllbk.lIflUrlS by the Legalllrld C:>rt,'IiMioni!! Commrflee 
!Ire avaitatlla 00 the Intomr)l .... a rho oomml!lw'~ horn8 pag .. ~t: 
'tfflW pA~ iament,ald. ooy aylQoro !l"Ij1'!oc!!I!QQalreY .tr~_ 

Email: . 




