o 1 S ¥ S

Bl S U S SR
1_' 4

LT TP T AT S

1
JERES

vl

[l
v

s -

£ At e

RECEIVED

=2 AUG 2005

LEGAL, CONGTITUTIONAL AMD
ADMINISTRATIVE REVIEW
COMMITTEE

A PARLIAMENTARY COMMITTEE INQUIRY INTC YOUNG PEOPLE
ENGAGING IN DEMOCRACY IN QUEENSLAND

RESPONSE FORM

This form con ba pasd to aend vour visws to the cammittes, §Yeqoc aend i th:

The Reoesarch Dirscior

Leqal, Constitudianal antd Adminatintive Resew Commitoe
FParlament Holge

Gacrge Straet

Briebane Qid 400

U7 R0 PG
It ceers 8 ia el ofed,

L 1ax o ko
Ol ewnail il Jex:




Your vobes

The aim of this inguiry s to make practical recommendzions i
increase the inlerest and participalion uf young people in democracy in
Dweenstand,

The committee wants to hear from young people, in paricular. about;
% what is needed in Quoensiznd;

o owhat will work:

# what won't; and

% what you want ta do or experience.

We would also |iks to hear from all people in Queansiand who have an
mterest in young people, or in youndg pecple engaging in democracy.

To help you 1o think about, dizcuss and respond to matters relevant ta
e inquiry, we have a6t out Delow Some:

% jgsues: and

examples of strategies suggesied or lried aisewhere.
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Votiag Shystens wnd BLEckoral Covamiosion. Gusensiong

Eduecationfinformation

It s the jat of the Elecioral Commiesion Queensiand (ECQ) to ensura that people
enrol and rote at alections, Ta da this, the EC0O uses educakion and awaranoss
programsg [e.y. vostcards, posters and school visits).

g Wha! eould the ECO do battar ar diferantly to get ils message across o
yvoung people?

New ideas

v |n 2003, Electinns Canada partrered with Cable in the Clasaraoom 10 dovelop a
new voler sducation program for students, including a contest challenging people
aged 16 to 12 to groate 30-sucend public service announcemants an vidas talling
thoir peers winy the demaocrallc process and vating are important,

*  The Uniled Kingdom Electoral Commission’s ‘Do Politics’ aims to gt young
people involved in demacracy, [t may he Accessed at: www,dopalligs equk. ‘Do
Politics’ conducts workshops ang avents, and provides resaurcas and training

aecross the UK for young people,

' in Australia, the Youth Electoral Study (YES) found that somae incentives would
attract a first vole. Younpg people said a tax break or the use ot promotional ‘ock
concers would be the most affective incentives, but thare was 8120 aome suppon
for the nofiun tal incenlives should not be needed &= vating s a responsibility
thal cemes with Gitizenship.
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Voter regisiration
In Augiraliz, each person must complate an enrclment furm 1o register 1o vote,

How could the ECQ muke | easier for young peaple 1o enml and hecome
<& registaroa fo vota?

New |deas

v In some counines, registration is done by the government so that peaple are
autornatically reglsterad when they reach voting age. An idermational report by
the Institiiie for Democracy and Electoral Assistance, Youth Voter Parlivipalion,
suggesis automatic registralion by the governmant rather than it being a duly of
each person to enrol,

» Dnher sountrlas enable peopie 10 register at a polling stativn on election day, or
an-ine.

v in Cansda, Eections Canacla identifies peaple who have turnad 18 through
information provided by, [ur exampls, e tax olfice and motor wahinla ragisteca,
Tha Chle! Efectoral Officer writes 1o these people fo ask tem (0 cordirm that they
are eligible 1o vole and consent 1o being included in the natlonal regisier,
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Polting s1ations
In Queensland, polling statens are usually focated in schools or halls and are open
behwaearn Bam and Gpm.

a How sould the ECQ make it essier for young peopla 1o cast their vore?

Hew jdgas

v inrecant Canadian clections, Elostions Canads introduced more polls in focations
ta which young people have sasy access, such a3 near student residences and
university neighbourhaods.

v In Canada, polling stations are open for 12 heurs.

v Delegations fram the Australian Electoral Commission and the Victorian Electoral
Commission chaerved electronic voling proceases at elections in the LSA, UK
and Iraland between 2000 and 2002, Tha delegations corsidered the diffarent
oplions that gre availabls, Dialr advantages and disadvantages and how each
aption would suit Australia's voting syetems, The delsgafions recommended -
voting be made available to certain classes of volers ncluding voters in Antarctica,
votass in ramote locations, votars with a disahility and overseas votars (see

v auf content/whal/votinglelecticnic reportfndex btm and

www.aec gov.au contentiwhat/voting®-veting repart. ndf).

v A recent report of the Victorign Soruting of Acts and Regulations Committee,
Virtatian Clecironi: Demaeracy, considered electronic voting. it recommended
that Viclorian elections should not be conducted remotely wia information and
communications technolegies in the near future, but identified thes Tolluwing key
advaniages of remots valing systems:

- aasy accees for traveliars and disabled pecple;

- providing an interlace for other technologies such as surean seaders, Braille
computers, magniticrs or atlermative dala antry systems,

allowing far the ezsy and cheap distribution of ballot papers in diffarent
ianguagas;

nswantaneous progessing, and

aliowing volers 10 aseess o wide ranqe of othar infarmation while considaring
ard ceating their vote,
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Lecponon Form

Advance voling

Currently in Queensiand, il you can't vate at your nearest palling hooth on the day
of 2 siate slection, spsclal arrangements can be rmade for you to cast your vote,
3uch as by advance voling in person or postal voiing. These opfions are yvailable
in only some circumstances - tor example, i you: will be interstate on palling day;
have a disability; ar can’t vota on that day because of religious beliets, Forfurhar

information, see wew.scg dld.gov.au,

= Do you think rars young pecple would vole if they could do so at any time in
the week laading up lo an election, without having fo mesi any special
conditions to do so?

Mew ideas

v Inthe UK, postal voling is available io any eligible voter on request. A person may
apply tor postzl woting for 2 particular election, for a certain pariod of fime or far all
future elastions.

+  Tafacilitate voling, the atata government could declara the day of a stale election
a public holiday or scheduls an alection for a day other than a Saturday.,

v In future, it alectronic voling were to be introduced, far example, it need not be
necessary 1o nave an ‘election day, whh all votes cast on the same day. Vuling
coldd -ake place, tor example, ovar an 'election woek’,
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Close of molls

Currently, aftcr a sate eleclion is called, peopia have betwesn 5 and 7 duys o
ragiater ta vote.

f? Do youl thindc voung poogie cawld bo dicodvantaged if there was nu oppordunily
{4 10 enioi atter an glzction ia called?

Mew ideas
v Prior 16 the 2004 taceral alectlon, the Special Minister of Siate, Enc Abels
groposed that:

+  the electoral roll be closed to new voters on the day the slection writs would be
issured (ssuaily lhe day the election is announced); and

v geople wishing to changc thoir enreiment details ba given shree days to do s
This proposal did not proceed as it was not supgortsd by ihie nun-guwverment
paries.
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Kegroxse (orm

Fixed sleetion day

In Queensiend, there is na fixed siection day for stata alactions.

4 fimed slection day could aliow improved sivies gdueation courses, mock-sleetions
ant other sirategies ancatraging young people’s engagermnent with elections to be

plarned in advance {see Miner). For example, a fixed election day would allow
oivice sgucators 1o plan and conduct their courses in garaltel with an eiection

campaign.
ﬁ) Do vor think improved clvics education s 3 worthwhils reasor lor governmen!
it 1o conaider a changt to fixed tom cloctions?

New ideas

v InGesnsland, elections for all local government awborities are generally held
avory four years on the last Saturday in March,

\4 vl dnj sl e, drardtese

New voling system
I Queensland, a system ol optional sreferantial valing s vsed. A fact shest about
'CFY is available from: v ecy.gld qov.ay.

Do yop think poung people would be more likely fo vole i the voling system
was changed 5o that candidaies mnring on certain issues of particulsr inferest
fo yound pooplc wers more HRely 1o get elected and have a voles In
parifament?

New ideas

v Appendix D containg a reviscd version of a paper pregarad for an Induiry, Hands
on Patigment, by the Legal and Constitutional Commities ot tha previous
Parliament. |t provides infarmation aboat our voting system and ways il might he
changed o provide more diversity in candidates who might be elected.

v Agin Queenstand, the voting system in the UK makas it very difticun far
candidatsa fromn minor parties to get elested. 1In May 2005, some 500,000 sshasl
students in the UK vated in a mock alection ta coincide with the general rischons.
The students voled fur the aciual candidales. The resulls showed that the
studants ware attragted (¢ parties whicn ran candidaios on cerlain issues; {or
example, students who lall passionate 2bou the environment voted for thoe Green
Party. Daspite {aling ta have a single candidste retumed in the genaral alectiana,
the Green Party secured 45 ol of 2 possitle 349 seats in the mock election.

»  Propotiona reprosentaiion voling, which is used far Senate sla¢tions Ir Australla,
pravides greater opporunity for minor parties te win seats,
N o1
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Kegpanse famm

Voring age
It Australia, you must be 18 years old tovale. The minfmurt voting age in other
countries ranges from 150 21.

The minimum ages set by the law for other activities are listed In appendix B,

ﬂ Shoutd tho votfng age be fowered 1o 17 or 16 vears? Why or vwhy not? Ififie
. vnting age is lowered, should voting at the lowered ag0 Be complisorny?

Mew dess

v I April 2004, following & project on the aga of elecioral majerity, the Wnited
kingdor: Elactoral Commission rccommended nat tha minimum age for ail levels
of voling in public elections in the UK remain at 13 vears far the time baing. The
UK Elactoral Sommissian advisad, however, that il expected to undertake s
further farmal review of the minmum voling age within a further five to saven
yaars. It encouragad the government to consider initiating a wider review of the
agea of majarity,

v in 2000, a reépart on changing social and legal frameworks for young Australiang
tound (hial, despite some interest in getting mers involvad in thair commaaity and
in government decision-making processes, young people were quite raluctant to
claim the right and responslbilty of having the vots younger than at age 1B. The
majorty [74%) of yvoung people involved in the research sald that they were nol
ready or inlerested in gelting involved in tormal political processes such as voling

before they wers 12, Their parerts agraed, with a maijority (519%) suggesing thet
young peuple wre not maluie encugh and nat inferasted in voting hefare thay are

18, and that young people undsr 18 have other pressures (o conlront and contend
with (30 Carson, Fitzgerald and Roche),

»  Corpulsory vobing was infroduced in Queensland in 1914 and by the
Corrmonweakth in 1924 Research by Milner {published in iz Lifsraey: Hoky
infermed Citizens Make Democracy Work, University Press of Mew England,
Hanewer, 2002} indicates that tha etfect of Introducing compulsery voling in
Auslralia was 1o bring about & 23% averall increasea in vating,

N oo A 1y

Edunat.oy.

Educalion in schools

In Queensland schuuls, there is no subject called ‘civics education’ or ‘cifirenship
education’. Primary and secondary students learn about demucracy, including
parliament, govarnmeant and cloetions, in a number of different sublscis, Stucents
alsn experience democracy at sehood, for example through elections for school
poungil memaers andfor school leaders,

Eduealion about democracy
Adritinnal educatinnal appadunibes relevant to democracy include:



visits 1o the Queensland Parliament, or to & ragionat sitting of the Queensiand
Parliamerd, and educational activities provided by Parliamentary Education
Servicog: and

electeral education activitias conducted by the Australian Electral Commission,
such as schono| visits.

For studenis

What worked well and what did yor esjoy when you leamt about or
exporanead democracy i your softbot?

What more couid schocls do fo encourage Yyou to velue democracy and
prapsm you so that yor are walf Informed and cmﬂdanf abowrt angaging in
dlernccracy ?

For teacheare

How does vaur scheol approach clvics education and practice damperacy’
How couid studsnts Be hetter preparsd 1o engage iy democracy?

New ideas

2

in previous Inquines, the Legal and Constiutional Committes and the Lagal and
Canstilutional Committess of the 49th and 50th Pariaments nave made
recammandations about civics aducslion in Quaensiand. Simitar
recommendations have besn made by many other Australian bodiss i recent
years. A list of some of these recommendations is set out in appendix C.

The Censtitutional Centra of Westem Australia was establsned to gngourage
pecple of all agea ta leam about the Westem Australian poltical systern: and how
to actively participate in it. 1t offers displays on the Constitution and aspects of
silizenship and political history, The Efectoral Education Cantre is located within
the same complex, and providas ineractive programs allowing people to cast a
vote, discover the origing of demosracy and undarstandg how the voting system
works [see www.coentre wa dov audindex himy. Programs, presented in ways
which engage young people, are also conducted for schoot sfudents visiting the
Conire. Teacher resource kits complement each program. Rescurce buxes an
varicus pice are available 1o schadls th remote arsas. in addition, the
Constivtional Centre has developed an "Out Hegch Program” which invohles a
network of local peaple in rural and remote: areas of Westen Ausiralia providing
programs 1o studerts in those areas. Some pragrams are specific to Indigenous
COomImunities.

A Civics and Litizenahp Education website {which incorporates a previous
‘Niscovering Demaocracy’ wehsite) is sy civiesandsitizenshin edt au.

‘Kide Voting USA’ is a national non-profit, non-partisan organisalion that Waches
studenis about citizenship, civic responsibility, demoeracy and palitisal
paricipation. Together with classroom activities, atudents are giovided with an
opportenity ta cast a 'Kids Voting’ ballet on election day, and they vore en the
same candidates and issuss ag adults. In 2004, 1.5 mikion students tumed ouf to
vote for presidentia), logal and state candidates. Areas with a Kids Vohng USA
program have showed a voling rate lor regiatersd 13 year clds which 13 14%
higghar lhan for non-participating areas. Ses waow kidswotingusa. oref.

Ag part of tho Kioe Voting USA sorvice, ‘DoublsClick Domacraey” (oo

W, Kidsvot Ngusa. org/Doub] eCligkintr was developed 16 allow studonts to
parteirate in an authentic voting experiance vsing a web-based voting syater.
The online ballots replicate the candidates and issues adults wote for, and provide
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students with practice baiiols which have iinks 1o candldate biograghies ard othar
regources. Abowl 35,000 students participated during the 2004 presidential
elections,

»  Teens N2 Paolitics' is & US-baesd wabeite which offers young people an
apporiunity to participate in discussion forums on pics uch as 1he eogonomy,
foreign policy, general political issues, animaks and the anvironment. Provision is
also made for young people to contribute to discussions under the banner of Isft

wing chat’ and 'fight wing cormer, Ses wew teensnlpolilics cormflorumsd,
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The Politienl Syjsten ainid Ballticline

Paolitical parties

The 2004 ¥oung Australian of the Year, Hugh Evans, has suggested that young
paopia feel shut otd of rainstraam party palifics.

The farmer Qusensland State Youth Advisory Council told the committes that the
issues addressed by political parties, particulariy st election ime, are dominated by
those relevan to older peoples and our ageing population,
) How can_ poliiical parfies- encourage young people's: engagemenat i
dernooracy? SR - '

Hew ideas

v Dr Adedne Yromen, a lecterer z the University of Sydaey, researches younyg
peopio and polites. Sha writes that, Tha one areg of panisipaticn that remains
iow tor young paeple, and indead for most Australiang, is memborship of politigal
partias. Rather than lahetling party membership decline 25 apathy, we ought tn
see how unappeating political parties have become. And it is up to paidies to
[nvalve 2 new genaration. This rmight not be by way of formal membarship;
instead, pares might consult young poople on issuas relevant (o thair ives” (soe
Wrarmen).

v inthe US, 2 nationwide study of youth attitudas found that voung people were
aclive in their communitics but not concorned about poitics. A% an ouieome of
that stucly, a strateqy adopted 1o re-cannect youth to democcacy s that, dunng
etection campaigns, the madia offer youth-maderated candidate debates (see
Madwnal Assulizlion of Sec elaties ol Stale),



Pcliticlans
Many research studies In Australia and internationally reveal that young people ara
cynical about the behaviour of politicians,

How can poiticlans themselves resiore ihe faith ol young people in
democracy?

New idess

»  Dr Aradne Vromen says that politicians only cunsider young people whan they
present a problom: that yvound people tand 1o be talked agoul rather Wian lalked
with; and that voung pecple's parapoctves ars rarely ingluded In public debate.
Nr \Vromen sugqgests that what is needed s direct svidence of young people’s
exgeriences and arguments hased on stich evidance (sea Vromean),

v Inthe Unlted States, Canada and the United Kingdorn, where voting isn't
computzory, & has been shown that contact with political parties and vandidates s
an important element of ‘get-oul-the-vots' stratcgics. Following the 2001 British
penearal slsction, the LIK Electoral Cormmission identified & lack of ganvaseing by
politicians as a likely reason for dissatisfaclion [and low turnout] amang first-time

Voters.
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Youwns Peonl and the Loranunicig

Being heard

While voung people may be lumed ofl politics as i cumenily operates, many
studies and surseys have found that young people are very interested in poltical
issues imporiant io them. The challenge for governments is 10 engage with young
penple, and the first thing that young people 3ay is that they want o be heard.

'? Have you used any of the governmen! opporiunities 10 voive your opinfons
& aboutissues? How effactive was it?

4
L&



Mew idaas

»  InWestern Australia, the Givics and Giizenship ind in the Departmeant ol Premier
and Cabiret aims to enhance demecracy in that state thraugh chvics educalion
and the promeotion of an active citizenry. The goal is a community whers all
Westem Australians are valued as citizens, whera they piay a significant ralein
salting policy priorities and where they help shaps the nature of their society (sge:

wanw ciliFenscane wa gov.aud,

v DrAriadne Vromen sugqests that, “Young pecpla hawve 2 broad range of
eConem e, sotial, and political cxperionces’ and that we need 1A ‘create inclugive
forms of governence that recognise and build upon differant ways ot making
communities. Thase in power nead to fisten o young people mara, and young
pecple's diverse views and experiences nead lo be articuialed in the media’ (see

Yromen).
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How do vou think govemrment showld invoive young pacple In the decisions i
& makoe?! What mathods work bosr for yYou - fRee-to-faco, web basedionine
mathoets or wiflen ?

New ideas

»  In 2003, the Sommission for Childron and Young People was invitod to participate
ina committee for the development of a sports and recreation tacility tar young
panple ar: Palm Island in Narth Quaensiand, The Commission underlined the
importance of the committee asking youny people what [hey wanted. The issue
for the Commission was not so much “how do we involve children in tha building
of iz Baoikty” but rather “Row oo we gt the faciliny the chitdren wanml?”

¢ In 2003, in Parramatta in Sydney, a Youth Jury presented young people with
praclical coporunites 1o Tearn and discuss the diverse interests and concerns of a
wide varaty of young poople 3cross the Parramalty ragion. Panticipants igamad
aboul teamwork, negatiation skills angd the powers of government  This enabled
therm to iomn realiatic recommendatians to supponr the needs of the collective
youlth of Parramatia.

The aim of the Youth Jury was to assist with bridging racial intokerance and
cubtural diversity among young people of Parramaiia.

The recammendations of the Youth Jury were aimed at key government and
community organisations of Parramata.



Taking sclion
¥oung people want to be actively involved in democracy. Voting at alections I8 only
one way of being invalved in a democratic socisty.

Which of the following activities have you carried out, or would you fike to carry

out?

Activity H?:lreu :t::'nn w;;m; irial:&:;n

volunteering - )

Witiating or partcipating in a local youth project o )

initiating or Sigmng 2 potiton o’ =

Attending 3 rally or protest = 3

Taking part in a strike £ -

Being 2 membar of a politoal pamy E‘r a

Being a mermber of 2 trade union i L]

Being a member of a student unien Cﬂ, Ll

Bairg a member of & non-govermnme: il

organisation which lebbies govemment Je.g. The . -

Wiichna e Souzialy, Arnissty lnmarmational,

Grasnpeace)

Cortacting & politician or local govemnment = ]

counciior

Paricipating n a Youln Pariament ! L

Beiny invobved in a Youth Coancil il _J
iJ o

Being involved in an organisalion which secks o
rapresaal the views of young peopla (e.g. Yaung
Auetealian RBural Matwork)

Young people 3ay that to be engaged in demaocracy they need things such as:
v inforrpation;

v goponunties 1o actively engage in democracy;

v an idea ahout whai can be achieved realsticaliy;

»  spaces in which lo meet and discuss; and

v gocess to he indgprnot, photocopiers, e1c.

@) What assistance or encouragement do you pesd from goverament fn take
=3 action about the jssucs you fael passionate about?

Maw ifdeas

v frishbang Clty Council has developed “isibte 10k, 2 website which allows young
peopls to fiave 2 aay in the Councll's gragrams. The websie containg inicnnalion
ahnut how young people can have their say, evenrs for young peopla, inks
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rasouress and a forum hrough which young peopie can sxpress their opmions.
Thae Council has also provided young pecpio with arcag around Brisbane wharg
they cancems together to meet and arganisa activities and orojects of interest 10
them. These areas are aceessible to young peopis and well resourced (see
wrw visibl a-ink. org,).

v The Victorian Governmeant produced & handbook for young poeple on how they
can creale change in their community. The handbonk provides suggastions on
how yourg peopla can get active on a project they fee! passionate aboud, and how

they can implement that projact (See www.youth vic oo awpde TY PShook3. pat).

v The Fourdation for Young Australians is a non-protit erganisation dedicated
deveioping innovative initistives that support and empower young people aged 12
10 25. The Foundalicn provides seed-funding for ideas, proactively sseks cn-
funding to support inftiativee and heips the recipients struciure thernselves to
enaure iong-term sustainability. Each year, the Foundation manages a portfofio of
grants ktafing about 36 milion, At leaat 25% of total grant funding is dedicated 1o
initlathves specifically designed to berefit yaung Indigenous Ausiraians (ses
wWww. voungausiralians. org),

Wil role can fzmilies and fiends play in geliing voung people aclive and
invoived with democracy?

Hew «deas

¢+ The Youth Electoral Study (YES) found that parenis are regarded by young
people a8 e most impornamt 6curce ot INformation about voting. Television and
newspapsra are the next most important, however young peopla viaw thasa latter
snurnes with same scepticiem.

N
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pr What role can non govemment foundations or community organisations piay
% in gstiing voung peopie active and involved with democracy?

New ideas
+ The inspire Foundation (see www insgire ard.aul is o national nen-profit

foundation which aims tn ereate opportunifies for young Australians, principally
aged beiwesn 18 and 25, Lo help themsehves and others. The Faundation

acknowledges that young paopls want to make a positive difference i Iheir own

LG
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ives and in their communities, Young people are acfively involved in the
develapmont and dofivory of all the Foundatior’s Inltiatives. One initiative,
‘ActNows’, B2 & wab-based senvice that will provide young people with information
and suppart an how they can hecome involved in is3u68 or causes in their

community thal they are passionale about.

VibeWire Youth Servicas is a voluntger-based, non-profit youth media and training
arganisatian which provides young people aged botwesn 16 and 30 with an onling
forum through which they can access intormation on a8 range of topice. panigipate
in discussions with ofher young peopls and becoms invalved in the exchange of
information with other voung pecple {swe wew.vibewire net]. Recent initiatives
inciuds ‘slectionTracker (see www olectioniracker.nel/et/} which sent yuung
peaple out on the campsign trail as reporters in the 2004 Federal alaclion. Thess
reports ware uiilised by six racho stations, SBS and ABC news.

The US Ad Council is a nun-profil organisation which produces, distribites and
promates public sarvice campalgns on a range ol issues. A recent carpaign,
‘Figit Mannaguinism', focusacd on improving youth clivic sngagemant and voler
participaton. [tinvoived television and radio ads aimad at getting young peopls
invalved in issues thay care abaut, velunteering and voling (see

www. fightmanneguinism,org).

‘Rosk the Vote' is a non-profit organleation which aims {o engage youny people n
the pelitical preceas in the United States and draw attention 1a lssues of concern
o young people. I coordinates voter regiatration drves and education efferts 1o
eslre young people exardiss thair right to vate. Youlh culture I8 harmeased in the
promation of its campaigns, many ol which feature high profile celsbrities including
musicians, actors, athlates and comedians. in the 2004 eleclions, 1.2 million
paapls ook advantage of the organisation's online voter registration faciity, @ a
furthar 200,000 registered as apart of the Hock the Vots Bus Tour across ihe
couniry {see www rockihevote com)
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uideiines for vealRing a subralssion

There i no sat form tor & submigaion 1o the commities. Submissions may Le made using
the inquiry rasponse lorm arin the fnrm ot 2 letter, & substantial papor of @ shon
document and they may include appendices. Submissions may contain facts, opinions,
argumerye and recammandations for agtion. The most usetul submissions ars to the
ooint,

The eommites would prefer writen submissions, but will also accept submissions on
audia tape. For written submigsions, types or printad text [s preferable, though legible
hand-written submissions ara acceplable, Numbered pages and, for submisslons In
excess of 20 payes, a brief summary and & tabls of contents s alzo helptul,

All submissicns must includs tha name and contact datsils ot the cerson making the
gubmissicn, Those making a submission on behatf of an organisation should indicate at
what lovel the submisslon has been authorised {ey sub-committee, prasident, chair, etc.)

Public officers may make submissiuns as private individuais. Howewer, if reference is
made in a submission o their oficial position, it sheuld also be made clear that the
submissicn 8 made in & private capacity. Submissions frem government departments
should be authorised in accordance with normal departmental procodure,

Comend and relevance

A submission may cover some or all of the izsues raised in the reapanae form. twould be
helptul i submigsions clearly stated which issues are being addressad,

The commities's usual procedure is to publicly relesse and tahle submissions in the
|egistative Assembly. Not all submissions will necessarily be published andior tabled. The
commities reserves the right o not publish or table confidantlal submissions, or
submissions whizh are irrelevani, contain scurmitous or defomatory material, or are
othurwise not suitable for publishing. The committas will inform you i it decides not 1o
accapl, or not i authorise (he pubhcation of, your submission.

Contidentiality

The committes aitempto to oondust it INQUIras in the most open way possible. Howgvor,
it ynu believe that your submission (or part of it) shouid not be mada public, clearly write
‘ronflidential’ on each page andl, in a brief covering tetter, explain why your submission
ehould be ueated vorlidentially. The committee will then consider vour request for
configertiality,

Unauthorised Release

Cnce the cormiliee receves a submizsion, it bceomes comminee proparty and should
not be publisted withnet the committée's authorisation. Publication of a submissicn
withouwt ihe conmillee’s suthorisation means that that publicanon s not protected by
parliamentzrv privilege and may amount to a contempl of Parliament.
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Submissions efose on Wednesday, 30 November 2005

Extonsions to the closing date may be given. If you need more time to make a
submission, ar it you require further information, contact the commitiee's secrelarial on:

Telepnona: [07) 3406 7307
Fax: {(07) 3408 7070
Email: lcarc @pariament ald.oov Ay

Copies of this zapar 2nd all other publications by the Legal and Constitutional Commtiee
are available an the Internet via the commitiee’s home page al:

woerws parliament.qld gov.gu/committeas/legalrev.hitm
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