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YDIA:Y \/Di..f,~ 

ThG aim 01 this inquiry is la maKo practioal rwommendalIofffi 10 
Increase the Intarest and participation 01 Y()U(1g peop!" L~ d&nocrilCY in 

Qus.msland. 

The commitlee wanl~ to hear from young people, in parti:::~lIr, about: 

;$> what Is neoded In Queensland; 

@ what wiD work; 

$ what won'1; and 

~ what 19U want to do or experience 

We would also ike to heal Ir001 all people in Queenslarl<1' who h,,-v~ ilO 

i1terest in young peDple, or in young p~p'" ""aaOing in d"rr>;)C.racy 

TO help you to think about. diSCUSS arK! respond to maners rlillavant to 

!tw inqLiry, Wf> hava ~a! OUI b&low sem": 

~:. is~ue~: Rnd 

It. examples of strat~9'O B'.':m!;lsted or tried ..!sGwh_, 



Edueatlon/lnformatlon 

it is th~ job of the Electoral Commission Queensland (ECQ) to ensure that people 
enml and vote III elN:liorl~_ To do thi~, the ECQ IJM" oolJGllljan and awareOO3l'l 
Pf09r<lmS (R9_ ~lGanJs, posters and school visits). 

4 Wrw'fj/_lf!jf~}{rrf,~'?Q!'!1~t!JIf;J3:~r:,)Jj~~;,:~~tff{~ 
NW id¥ai 

In 2003, EI""lions Canad~ p~rtn .. r,.d w~h Cabt .. in 111 .. Oassr<><lm \0 ~ .. Iop a 
new voler edocatioo program !or sti..dents, h::luding "- o;:ootesl cnallenging people 
agJd t6 la t & 10 cr"at\! 3O·~.,.;ond pub~e ""rvic9 anncuncermmt. un ~ideo tiining 
thGif poors why Ihe demooratlc prooes$ and votinQ are fmportant. 

rile Unile<:l Kingdom E~ornl Commissiofl'~ 'Do Polilie3' aims to get )'OIJng 
P""'f'I'" inllOlv~ in democracy. It may ~ ~essed a~ WMV_nflflQlitiG" fiP_uk_ 'Do 
f'oI~ics' r.ondLJCls workshops and ~""nt., and provides resources and traini<1g 
across the UK for young ~o'piii. 

In Austra~a, the Youth Eiooloral Snxly (YES) fOllnd that some ioooolives would 
attract a first VOle, Youno people 3aid 11 tllX brellkor the uae Of promotional rock 
conr:e;t" wn,,1i:I M", tit", most effective incentives, but 11"."", w~s also """'" support 
for n,e 001;00 ijlat ince!1tiws shol.lld r-.ot boo n~liIded as voting is a responsibility 
th~t C[)m~" with cill.l"nship. 

't edhi rd')'w/c .$'tJ pwofe.. aboul V{)frotf and 
fh, dimwit pdJliro IA~I ca~ h, c.i(d J/tir ,If 
If? (l1Ij 0/ !rj(tJy 12 fAm. f/tpc1 fd, hLjJ.!'@YtMII, ldt;x;1 
sf/wif;YJ, (0 t' 01[( OWaK/1(ILlfL.-".'VD"lalr<j)L ___ _ 

Voler registration 

In Au~tral"". ,,<Eh person must ccmplele an enrolment form to regi~ter to vote 

~ I--I<)vf. coukt· t!>e .. EfJ.q~", If ~,"io/ fr>;Y!?'!W/~~'. ta~trX'lfnd ~~ 
I!t fiig/$I..riJiJro ~:?. " '. .' ~.':' '~" "", , 

N"w k1eaii 

In some counl,;~, regislratioo ~ dcne by the government ~o tha: fl"'OPiI! ,,-r~ 
auklrml.ik:ally rOlgrslerij(j ~ th"y reaGh voting age, An intB",,,tiun,,1 r"PO~ by 
tnQ Il1St~ute for Democracy arK! Electoral AS$Jsrnnce, Youl/l VatS! PilrticlpaliOll, 
SUQgeSIS automlltic registration by the OQvemment rather than il being a auty of 
"",.h r8l'<<>n to enrol, 

Oth~r countries enacla people to rei/Ister at a po l ing station on el(lCtlon day, Qf 

on-line. 

In Co: no:da, Eleclions Canad. ;".' mlilie. people who ha"" tumw 18 thrcoj;l 
information proVidea' by, for ~xample. Ihe tax oHioe and motor vehicle regist9rs, 
The CIlief Electoral Officer writes to these people to a3~ tIlem to oonfirm lhot Illey 
,,,,, "'itJit>l,. In vrl~ and '.()n.~~nt 10 ooing in rlm ed in the natioMI r~gi't"'r_ 
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'-t llli!t d ,J':Q(( atu>,tbk fa." 11~IJP~( oidia vcler . __ 

_~9}_.~!d tf<. C¥;'Y~t'lZi!l(t11 tQ_ ol..l}I)/~~.((llb! (',n,rI 
_je<.,\ ! ... J \t!~ .1"_':: haD If J . __ _ 

PolUn;lIltstlonlll 
In QuccnsIaI'Io. polling ~alion' ale USUilIIv 1",,"<II1Id in schools or h/l1l:\ "Ind ara open 
belween!lam and6pm. 

.. i-lOw_cciiId IM sea tm.ke 11 ~ JPr ~~/.O. oo,,,..~ "'*" 
NMIMS 

k1 re~lIllt C ... 'ii<.JIl.rI otie<::lioI'lS, Elections C1Vl ~dil introduced more pOH3ln locations 
to lMlich young piiopllo have .. a.y <lC<:1I'S. such a! M llr "''' tiIln! re!lCencee OI.M 
uniolcr~ity ooigr:-l)Ourt'!OOdS. 

In (,,,, ,,,, da, potl::'IQ SllltoOM are opoo for 12 l1our$, 

DotWg;t\O)ns trom me AuwaliM F.Io!dnraJ Commission IU1d 1/'1& Vletol\3n El(lCtornJ 
ComrnilOSion ~vW "'~W"'" votin9 proces.."""!< 'u eI<le~ In Ihe USA. UK 
.md lrebnd between 2000 ana 2002. The d<kylol;ol1i considered ! ..... 1fl1 ... " nt 
olllio .... 31hal arc .:IVOIODIo. 1I'Icir advanlagas and di~"'R .. !,IIW and ho ... each 
oplionwould!ltjl Auslrelle', VOIong (;yo-..tcms. The d9leglllilon5 ' .OOJm I ....... IJ IiI'-
..om!] b& 1Nl"'" ,",1I~lIhlft '0 U M .,.. cIas:Je:I 01 Wklm ineluCllng VOters In AnliDcti<:a, 
_s in NtllOle Iocallons. voter.< wilh ft <babilily MC O\l(lr~ll$ II(lICI1l (see 
_ .""".!lOO.all" wmyt,""'/'!j,Vyg!M!ffironi~ rl!f\r>r!Itnqo~ blm ana 
W IM, 3iI1Q.1l0ll.a Ii. eQOl; n!l!iba1lvoCtow'E· wl ipfJ ,iOpIl ,I. 00') 

A reCftnt r~ port 01 u.e YICICrlCln &c,ut>ny 0'1 ,',ale :lnd R<>!lulll~Qf\5 C"",miU~ ... 
V,do::";lIn F/~!mn!r. Demccmcy. oon3idered electronic voting. 11 rGCcmmllr1~ 
tilal Viclofian 91ioCllons ihou ld nol ~ ,,,,oocx:led romot&l ~ vie Inl ormmion 3.1'1<1 
oommunicatiorll tWoCh nclO\j"~ in th .. near futuro, but irIMliliod InO !Oll{)wing Key 
J(lYJIl![lgcS 0'1 ,emOI& YO~1"Ig ,~¥t"'T1i: ; 

eM~ alX:lHllI lor tra~llir$ iiOld disooblood ~e; 

providing an Inll/rface k.oI 011\".. (ecmdogies such .. " se,"" t tllO!!lr3. Bl"allO 
C(Jl'lpuICf~. m1gnili$r6 or aIIllmiltMl diUa ,mrry IYSWlmS, 

alIo ...... g lor the easy arid chnp dislri>u\ion of bilDol o,opor$In lfiMrent 
JIlIlIIW\JIl3; 

lIlS'.amanoooo procca"ng: aJ'l(t 

a~owJ'lIl VOlcrt 10 Ilccess a \0do 'OOQV 0/ ,,1'- ~,Iorm"t,on ,,'!l ira considering 
",.., r.ll~lng t~OIl Yell! , 

lA "k"' -1;9_~\r,~_ ('<l_~I;:;t~OfIQrL-" .,Il"l~!r.~ ._ 
(t'fl\ i 6" r-,rV\ ~~._ .. J'4'L~f _jj.J"' (JJt;, .. _&f!.tJ.i.M(~ ... _ 
fey ..... ':1Qt..:.'io' n fX'::'P ~c. -Iq . ~":" __ -'..J':t ~ MO:.. g..9:~ \\~i ... \:? . 

_~_\)k .. _~ .. \.':! .t,..l~ to'(\. t~ i-:Jt.eJlt~t.. ........... __ .. . . 
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Adyanco YOting 

Currently in Queensland, ~)'Qu ,.M'! vnt" ~t yo"r ne~re~t pot ing booth on the dll~ 
r:J" stata B!octioo, sP'K'ia! arrangi'lTIent£ can 00 made for)Qv to cast your YOte, 
$uch:as by advanco voting in persoo or postal vOllng. Thelia optiOnil aro availabkJ 
:n only some oilwmGtanoos - for example, ~ you: wi~ 00 interstate on polinq (\(Iy; 
hav" 11 diMni it)'; ar ean'! 1/Ote 00 that day b<!<-..ause (If religicu~ beliefs. For turth~r 
inlorTnation, we www.@co,u!d.yov."u. 

Newidil!lli 

In I", UK, p""'t31 velng is availablo to any <;tligibJo vot<;tr 00 r\iqw~t. A 1"'''''''' may 
apPlY Tor poSTal voting for a partiCUlar elOOtiOn, Jar a certain perlO<! 01 tlml! or TOr aM 
Muro oiootions. 

To f1ldru.tf! ""ting, the state gc1/~mm~nt oouId dedare the day of a ~tat~ ..!oction 
a public haliday or scheduj .. an Itfilel",n fur a do.y olili'r than a SatunJay 

In Mum, If Eliectronlc vo~ng were 10 00 introduced, for example, H need noliJ>l 
ncooss:uy to havQ an 'election day', wrth all votes cast on the same da.y, VOIinq 
()()IJld ta~e place. for examp';, oiler an 'e lection week'. 

'" No, Ik m,~d,cli'~' diI(j '1='1 Olf"f,;'f<. 

Close of rolls 

Currently, alt'" a slat", <iJ!lClion is calgd, PQoplG haVll OOl\\l(lgn ~ and 7 days to 
reglsrer to IIOte. 

~ ,gt,iin¥'fiint'~~~,~i1fs3~~~~¥,~~ RI 1f)iQrW/'3.It(lran'ftlecliOO.i'fifCil,((j(Q',,',;···, < t~c"~:'." ,," 

New ideas 

Prior k> t"~ 2004 le<.leral oli'CIion, 1hil Sp<ilCiai Minisl9r <:J Stat", Eric Abut.< 
proposed tMt: 

the 8lect<>ral roll 00 cin~~d tn ~"w vol".n on ttoe dIIy lit" election writ~ wc.uld be 
issll€!d (usuaRy the daytlwlO>laction is anoo~; and 

people wishing 10 cha~o tller enrolment deta~$ be (lillCn throc days to do so. 

This proposal did not prooeed as K was not supportod by tne nOl1-govemmoot 
parties, 

" \I.I!Jj) 1k-~lffi~--J-L'I.;)~lfd be iOfl9w, 2 NiCk; 

-' 
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Fi~od cloelion aav 
In Oueensland, tI1ere ~ no I11o:0a oIoollon day tor i \4!!\I "kK:tionl 

A fixec:l elOOtion day eoUi<l lll lOw improved cf;rjc,;; \/ducaliDlI COUi'5$5, mock·t\Ip.c:tions 
an1 olh~ ~!r~l"'IJilI .• t!'ICouraglr'lg young pcoplo'~ cngagamelll with el\K.1iuM 10 be 
pI",,,>e<J j,i adviII1C9 ($ea l,Ii l ~er) . For "wImple, !I ti:<:e;1 alectlon day wOula alklw 
O,1<cs educ:ators 10 p lan ind conduct ~I<l<r courses in ~ral~ v.jM a~ eleCtion 
campe.i~ . 

~ 1JO,*'iMIff~~~iJ].in)fil ~~~~'b:~ 
Y.t rocom.it~Id.lf.\i'ldfQi'm~r·:;o\·-:!··<·" , .. " 

In Quc:cnl:bno. cle(:ili~!Or all roc;al QQIII;l'I I.-rJ"",1 authoriuu ~'e OIl"""I'IM~ hftld 
f":lIefY IOU" ye", on tile ~ 64u.nlay In l.4 arcl\. 

~ 1/ J'iul M<; WI~ \o~ P'<p~ 
~f!!-I.W~.t (,CJ ~~_ 

Ne ... voting "Y"tU/l 
I!> Qoeen.5land, ~ ~y.~\,t:m of optional Pf!llIlIOO!ial voIing I~ (JSII ci A ~t ihotNl ab<JoJ l 
'0f>V' ;~ aVilOillblol "om: ____ !'Ql qltI gnv nu. 

~ .Do JIDU~ ~~ ~/I6;~'~.a,:~II ,1f'~ WJ{irIfJ i)'¥toItt> 
I!f, _c~:""~CI!~!Y.~o,r~_/$Sue$:ct~~r~ 

!Q 1')lUIl?'~, ~.~ ~, Io i/6. ~"ani:th(;Vc' 8 voo\'le kl 
f}WIrmHNrf'! " " '- -_. _ - '-,., ' -' 

New!doar, 

~ 

Appendix 0 conlllJM a tI'IvlUld version ot 1.1 paper prcpal'Q(! tor ar'IltI~ulry, Hilnd,. 
on P~rh~m~I, !:Iy the Legal and Coo~tl!ulioo~1 Commit\tMI 01 lIta prcvlcua 
Parllam9n1. II prov~lIl nlotm ..t i ,"," l aoout oor voting 5y~t"'" ~nd ..,a"fS iI might be 
changed to pro';;oo more diVijl$1!y In candidiltB~ .. ho mig/1t be elected 

11,5 in Qoe4~5IBn ". tkfI >ofnq systl!m n the UI< m:il<CS It V(J(~ dlffioun tOt 
<..-...,dhJah .. " ~<Jm m'tlOf p;il;fties to get ellrlOO. In /,lay 2005. :IOrfI{! 500,000 ~Qnool 
S1l.lOOJX6 ~!he UK votid in a mod .. IIIl1!Ctoo to coiocide II.iIh thiot 9"INral alectoOOs. 
I he 3looems VOted tof \tIO actual C3J1(!03t9i . The ,,,,,wri '~.-.:IIha! h! 
~I~ w.lle alltacted to partie, which ,an C3lldldat98 011 cenaio i$swto, foI 
... :un.oIriI, iJud9n15 ,,",,0 felt p;MJ!lnn-' IIbouI h 6IJ\I1'0M'ICI"I1 votOG fOltl"le Growl 
Party. DlKtJlle laitrly ~ hiMI ~ i if"ll"Jkl candidate I8hlfnA(! In tr:e genet"til e lecliooo, 
the Green Pllrly scwrlX3 45 0I.It cl a possitW 349 Sltliti lrllhil mock election. 

P'DjlOlliwal '~'nMtaIM lK"IIiI"If]. which ill L'-"ld for Scrn!tc olOctk)os In AI,II:IIaUa, 
providils gIn!"" 'JIlpOTI~n~V tor minor parties to win "eat~ . 
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Voting age 

In Australia, yoo must be 18 Y"iI" ukJ tu vuta, TIHl minimum vutirlll ~!I<' in \/ther 
countries rang96 from 15 to 21. 

The minimum ilqes &91 by Ihe law for othe-r actlviUes arc listed in appcnclix8. 

lIl_""""""'''''''''''''''',I!k_''mF''t!'Ii¥~i~mI<'''';'''' Ifl :~ii;'i(;Were,(J;'stiwldYoting;aOti1R!i~~~~,1'ibti1~i~l;\;-" 

New icAA~ 

In April 2004, /ollowirn;J a project on the age ot e1ectoral majority, the Unitad 
Kirlgdom Electoral Commi1!sion re.:ommend"d that the minimum ag" lor aJ levels 
of l/OIing In public elections in the UK remain at 18 years !or the time befig, Th" 
UK Elecbral Cornmission ... dvis...-J, h",W\lv\>f, that it "'xp9ct~d to unuertak", a 
further formill f<ivi<i'N oI1ho minllm.m vo~ng agE! within a fUl't/ler five to SflV9ll 
years, !t~couraged the lIovcmmcnt to oonaidor irl~jll~ng ~ wider review oltho 
ago of rnajolity. 

In MOO, a report on changing social and legal fnill1l<OWQ1'k~ I"r )",...-19 Austndians 
fC01U thai, u...pile SOfTK,I irlt"'r<ilst in g",tt!osl moro IIlvalvlKllrl th~ir communii)' and 
m Qov",rrmont doclslon·maklng prOOOSSEiS, younll people were q .... te reluctant to 
ola'm!!le riQllt and rcspon$ibi~ty of M'l'tng the vole youfl\Ior than at !loe 16, TIle 
~ority \74%) of young PffiPk'l involved in the re~"arch ~aid jh ~t they w~re not 
r~ady Or intern,.ff'<:! in g...ttind irwolv~d in formal pomical proceS",,5 50ch as vo~ng 
b~fore they ware 1 e. Their parenti "9(""'<.1, with a majori: y (~1 %) sU9go;osting lIlat 
young Pwpw ;u" fl<Jt mator'l <irlQugh and not inl,"fo~t<iC ill voting booloro they "H' 
18, and that voung people undox 18 havo otncr pmssurcs to oonfronland contend 
with (scc CamQll, Fil2gerakl and Hoohc), 

Compul~Dr)' lIt>Iing wa.' H;1rOOUCed in Queen5land in 1 914 and by the 
('..ommmweallh in 1924. Reooarch by Min",r (po.lbfislwd in Cil'ic Literacy: How 
Jnf~ CitiJ:e/l~ Make D .. moer"cy WOlk, University Press 0/ New Engr~nd, 
H"flOIII;lC, 2002)Ir>dCOlles that!ho efloot of II1trOOooll1g OompulSory voting in 
Australia was to brinll about n 23% oV{)rall increase in voting. 

\f /:;.l! a )I.{JI()6/{ aqc. {{(!O __ &!d1 nur ["oUL-1j, 

Education in schools 

In aue~~atld se!'!o";,,, the", is flU ,.ub~1 callsd 'civics Gducation' Of 'citizoflShip 
"ducatirn', PrimaI)' and seoondary students learn aboUl democracy, inGludin~ 
parliament, QO\lenYTlent !lnd electkln3, m tI number 01 differflnt ,~ub~~. S1uden13 
~ ~o ",xr""i",-"..e democrac~ al school, fox exampl<i t!>tough <i01~tions for wOODI 
cwncn m"mlN<~ andJ()f sdxx>f r .. ildars, 

EduC<llion .. bout d .. mocc~cy 
Additioo al >1ducatiOllai opportunili9H mlavant 10 democracy include: 



i: 
I ! 
i: 
I 

I 

i 

! l" , , 

'i 

, ' 

I'i~~~ to the OueenstQ~ PaI1i:lmOO1, Of to a reg ional sit!ir11l 0111'8 CAt"'"" 'and 
Parlill!T1fl<1t, ~~ d <'!nu ... .I!li:'Inlll IIctlvibes pravKled by PnMiQmontat;' Education 
Sirvk:.,S , and 

electoral eOut:8tiOn aO(i~~ie$ CClI100ClCd by the Australian Elli'C!Oryl Commission , 
such M school v~~~. 

For l~achoTE 

!fiJ:f~'V:~'r?u~~~,f,iv~ iKjucaf!"'i¥P(<<:~~~ , 
I!ttRiW;txlUid ~16J'o .~«PfWjll'id,'b9~j:rJfnMil9lil3ty,? ' V.',,' ... 

New ideM 

In ~viOUil il'1l.lL.ir"'~, 11"; I..o/;jal and Coml~lrtionlll Cnmmtne! Md the ~elOal and 
C<):1stllutlonaJ Co!M1k!eu or IhQ 49\1, ami 50th ?a~i""'MI$ Ni"'" mlldl!: 
l'QOOImlooi;lalioll$ a~ Cl 'lla: uducation ill Que.",~I ~,Kl. S lm~ar 
rec:ommern.llllJOns h~ve tlOCtl moi;IQ by many O1t1Qf AlJstr~ian bodjvl i(l ftOI'Int 
)'O'!'l'''- A rL~t 01 some 01 tM5II! recommendalioM If)::ct 001 iI1 appoJltJl~ C. 

Th ... Cunl;m~<II ... 1 ClI'lhl or W(!S(f!m A ... rralilo _ ., e"'abhsh6CllO ene<lU.ngc 
peoplE! 01 all aqgS to Iiroam al.ooul ~1" W~llL'ln Austra&an po~lJ-.AI ~yeI&m IInd how 
to nctYcly pc!nic1P3le in It. "O/IGrl clslJllI;>5 on th .. Curlll\ilUl.;oo and iUp""'l~ of 
ci!izensnp aoo pohl lCllll'tb rory. Tile Efooloral EOJca1ion Cil1W It IWaIIiPd WI1hj" 
rt;,., !';'.me G<')nIplex. ar.d Ot<IviOell interactiVe progr3lTl6 akNAlljl people to "a~la 
vote , dis<.:<.lve' the Oti(/lrls nI rlr.mo;.~y l!.rId understand /'Iow tr'lO VC1r'1g tyelem 
wo'~ (5"" www,Ii\l!!',~r.,w ... ""y 4116' rJ~~' I ~,n)_ P'ng''''''''', ",e~ented 1'1 wo.yo 
which engage yoIIi1Il peOl) lt, afa also S;OIJ<JuctOi'd 10' schcol $t\Jdo!,nt~ vi"'~ing Ihe 
Centre, Te~Mr r(l#OYroe Kilt cornplomllnt each pr"!lrarn, Rf$ource boxes on 
vllriou.'l tap ic:, are BvallAtlIe IQ sohools in romo1e araa~, In acd i\lor1, 11111 
Coost~ution~ 1 C~ntrll " ~,~ n""",loped Il!1 'Out Heaah Program' WMlcl'llnvot~es a 
network. "I u:al ptI'O~ .. In (\Iral and ,emol~ MP ... ,' 01 W e5te~ A\..,UUa proViding 
program& 10 stI.KI9nt5 ln thoit a' ..... ,;, s..-"@prog"",,ar .. $Pf<: i/Ir. t~ Indig8flOU.'I 
COr'MIIM1Ities. 

A CivO;5 and Citizen~ip F<1,rJltion _!>sile ('IINdl inc<Irpormcs " Pf~vlOU6 
'DiEcllVe, jny D""nl>l.~llCi ~lt) b _ civjr.~,...,r.ilirtn5!lio !Id II'I! , 

'Ki05 VcClng USA' is a ntltloMiI'lOll'proIIt, non-pa~ OI'lIanitillhuu UUll :~e,. 
s~nt~ aM", d'lllll5h rp, CIVic rl!3pllrnlitl il~y, OCffiocmcy :tt-Cl POlttcal 
pan tjpalioo . TOVithe. wiTh elas:iroom M:!MI;"";. " Iudftnl!) Ut pt~ with an 
OppOi'lUI'Iil]' 10 cast a 'Kidi YothQ' ba~<>I OIl ~ioll day, and 'hay VOII'I <Yl the 
.'lama eanooateS llild Is:woc ~s awns, In 2004, 1,~ million ~tuWl~ill~rnoi'd oul to 
V<l'e ior prNkW!nhlloc~1 aM state candidates. Alooa \YC11! 3 ~kls Vlll ln!l USA 
progroOrn ha"" :iillQlWd ~ votrng rate tor r~gi~!eI'l"d 1 f\ yMI old! w~ r cn is t<!'lt 
highm tMn lor Mn.parl lcip;li n~ ar~a., S .... ...... , '~Ii""ti no""'~ 0,0/ 

As part of iI1~ K <!~ Vnllll{! lIS"" !flNiee, ' l)olloleCLck Democrocy' (!:(le 
.. ,,"'" .. .ki<i"""iI'l'Jun,(j!'1ftlP9u~eQoc!<Jjntm , ~ sr) I'I~" M"'*"Ped 10 allow 3tuCOOtS to 
partidpate in a" alllllel1tlc oJOti'l ll uperi4lm,"" "'~ '1I a ..... IIt..lnsed votiog '"",!~m 
I he OJlh~ bal0t3 repllColt(! lIle ean<lict3teS and ISSU0S adllit5 VOI8 101, Ilnd ~oYjd .. 



s~~~ ",j!, pro;clicil bOlI/ols..mien hav9 1hks 10 canaidall) blOOIaphiO$:Il1d othc.­
resources. AbO\I135.000 :mJdenl3 partCipllte<l dufing the 2004 pre5iderllt~t 
&leclioo~. 

Po~t partie' 

Th9 2004 YOIllOJ I\u$\rll.han 04 !h(t Yeat. H1JItI EvMS, MS SY\i'~sted !N1t )'OtJII g 
pcQp\e leel stllJl OIA of malnslream party po!fr.~. 

The fonner Quoon~1aI1d SIO,te VOtM AdviilOfY Council kltll1a committae II'I!II the 
m~\.Ies addre33ed by poIilieal partl,u. p>lrtbJlllrly al ~I&clico"l time. II le cIomlr\<l!E.'d by 
Il1os .. r""'V~nl la older peopIy and our ageirJg popu)"dion. 

N~w iUw.s 

Ur Ariftma Vrom ..... /I ~to,""" lit !he U:nM.r-,ity 01 Sydllll)'. _a<t~)OUIl!iI 
people am poilie6. Slit writiJ"f Ihat, Ill .. ono ~ 01 pati~Uon Ihallillflllln!l 
"- IQ< yo\.I!g poopl9, ana Mee(ll()f moot Aus:l:laans. ~ mcmool'llhlp 01 poI<IoC:ll 
panics. RllIher IhOl'llabelrWlO porty membel3hip d!Icl#I<'! /I" 1Ij'111 lhy, _ ought to 
9Mlhow lIn"A""'i'og proliliefll p.tII1~ have become . .And it ~..., 10 p ... tits 10 
in\o'Ol'tlj a n~ lI"'liIfilliOIl. ThIs mlr,;ll nolI» by wa'l 01' tOlTllal m&mcerl~; 
in:>l9ad, partloo mlght COMI/II )'01JI'Ig pcoplQ on issoos re!evo.nt ICl ti1e1f INn' (see 
Vromon). 

In the US, a ""tlQllW;u., ¥t~ dy 01 youth attiluoos Iwoo that yQl,l~ g people were 
ac~.·y ifllhQjr cornmunllleS tluI no! ~noornod abQl,lt po~t;"3. As Qn outcome of 
that ~!LIdy. Q ~t"'tclI~ Qooptca to 'e · eonnMt youth ,,, rr"moc,,...,y i~ th~!, dLWI"'!l 
eiection c~mfX'ligos . the m"K'lia offe' yo"'h·~.lliu "~n<Jid~l .. w~ .. l .. , (SW" 
NilliQn. 1 Association 01 SYcretarigs 04 Slat&). 
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Politician., 

MiIIlY r~s",arch ,.tudi .. ~ in Austral~ am! Imarnationillly f~",,,1 that youny poople are 
O\'f'liCo.l 000011110} behaviour at poliliCi[)fls. 

~Ifow c;<n p()llticJanStf19ms(lIv6S-iW;,?~ O1frOlf.mh ()f YoUng P""'I'18 in 
I!I i;bmQCraay? ". 

New Ideas 

Dr AI j<lmw Vruml!ll s~ys that j!Oi licia"s only c",,~iw' yuung p\!Ople whsn they 
pr9s9nl a problem; that YOlJt1Q P'loplG tend to 00 tal~9d acoul r"ther tn .. ~ ialk"d 
v~1h: and that young pcoplo's porspecli11CS me rurely inOluded in pLJbUc ~ooal" , 

Or Vrome~ 9u~gests that whB.1 is needed i3 dlreo1 evk1eMe of yOlJ1g potlPio'~ 
~x~erienc~~ ~nd Argumenl~ ba~"d on ~lICh evidence (se~ Vromen). 

In U'" Unil~ Slat,,", C~n'~d~ ~r1d Ih<! U1i~d Kingeom, where vvting isn'l 
oom ..... ~'{)ry, ~ has ~en shown that cootact willl poWt",«l ~an"'~ ;/,l1d c;;,"didales is 
an irt1porta.m clement of 'got-ol.lt-thc-1'<J1C' suategias, Following the 2001 BrllI,.h 
oene~JI el~otlOn, tM UK I:;lectorsl Gommi3sIOn identified a laCK of Goov~s~inll by 
politiciaM as a lik<'!ly rea",," for disMti5MKln (~nd low lumout) ~monQ first-time 
vol",s. 

~ __ A d l.Il.qJ(U 0gef 0/"1. Jl!irtil (JInd J11(}h~ dt;0({01'l 
--,,!~",Il,,( C",h:-"M"'-o""t'£'i.- Jiclj Q Hal /he (If') f}.t1-~'"!!>!J., 
A[l,lt bL (of ())'\ qgClII\ff PQ~ht,j; bd a.!wt<J:/) 
_lI;.LIj"'t, ___________ _ 

Bein!;' heard 

WhM young peDple m~y 00 turn"d oH polihc_~ ~~ il currenlly op<'!late3, INny 
81oo o>s and "urwys have IQUl1d that youl1g pI'oploi are v~ry intero>slad in political 
i~s~ important to thom. ThB Ch~~OCl9{1 for govlirnrnel1ts Is to anq"'«" with young 
peopto, and the fU'l;( t~ir1g that yool"IQ people say is tMl tllcy warn to be nJJrd. 

\'ij Have you used llIlY of/hI) govemmcm opportunili(!£; 16 vb/IX! 'JOiJ' O!!lnlons 
t!l aboul i,",ua~? HQW Mf"a[N6 w.,'" JI? 

• 



N!ll'lldeas 

In Western AustraUil, tt1~ CMcs ilnd Ci"limnship Unit k'1 the Ospanm!lnt ot PrOOlior 
iln;;! Cabinet alms to enhanco democracy in that Slate through ciW:s education 
and the promotion o/M ilclive ain'rvy_ The goal is a romrr,,;nlty wMerl! all 
Western Australians ar9 valuEod as citi".:erls, wh~m th~y lJI"y a significant ml~ in 
sglfing policy prlortl!J<l and wh!lre tMY Mlp shape the nature of ti1!lir socIety (soo: 
'fI'II:!! .ctlizensoooo, wo ,gay ,auD. 

Or Ari"dne Vromen <Wgge.;ts Ihal, 'Young ~ h,.,." a bto .. d rany~ 0( 
economi:, soc;iai, and politk:al9~p9riBncQS' and that wa nQ!ld 10 'createlncluslvQ 
farms of governance that reoOl;lnisc and tlu~1l upon ditreront ways of making 
communitias. Those in pOwel need klli3t!!n to youn" people marl'!, ar;dyoung 
people'3 diverse viflw~ ~nd P.~l"'ri~~s nead 10 ~ articulated in the media' (see 
Vrom9l1) 

" IJJ/I'rl(j'~tlj 17 1~ 'WOIilt 1-0 hl(jl/' Q{)t' . 

O(2pirio(\ ()nd ~1'1J1~_,~a{L. ahQ{.fr ~Jaf 
l.cJ (. hOlJt +., 'Il) (&,1 r~_~,.v....f.~0!lf-fCfA,~ 
Mj ~"-<..>h e.,_~ _ .... _____ o. _,_ •. w __ .. _. 

New ideas 

In 2003, the COl1'VT1~3ioo fOI Children and Ym"'g p,.~ _~ invit~ tn r~rticir~te 
in a committee for the d,o,veIOf'"""""" of a sports <MId recreation facility for young 
peopje 00 Palm Island in North Qw.miOJ'~n<.J. TI"" Cummiss;oo ,-",jerl;r1<ld the 
impoo-tanc .. 01 Ihl! comm~loo 3s\:;ing ya<Jrlg poople what tlJeywanted. The Is.siLW 
lor flit CommiSSiOn was not so mucm 7)OW ao wc /flvO/V(! GIll/arc" In metJUlk1tng 
oftfri$ tacl1!ly"but ratrler '1lcW do we get the fIlcili/y Iht'l ch~dMn wan!?', 

In ~()OO, in Parramatta in Sydney, a Yooth JE.IfY pr<!Slffiiotd young I"'uple with 
practicaJ opporlunit .... to I"arn ami disl;\JSs ih~ divelse Inl1!rGSts and C0fJ::8mS of a 
wid,. varillty of young people acrose the ?arramatta rco;lio/1, Participants learned 
about teamwork., negoUalion Skills snd the POW~1'3 of ~O\It'1rrvmmt. Thi~ &nllblad 
them to farm relllistic r~omm~ndalian~ tn support th& IleMS 01 the colledive 
ynlJ!h cl. Parramalta_ 

Th~ aim of th3 Yooth Jury was to assist with bridging racia! i-lloll!rance and 
cu1t(Jral diversity among yo~ p<lopia cJ. Parramiltta, 

The rscommllndaliuns 01 tiw Y~uth JUf)I well! aiml!d at ~gy govlllrJITlBnt ~ 
community organisations of ?arramana. 

~ .j-'al€.-_.1c> ftl~, go un.. OIL.., 1,1h11/(/lClflj 
IhQU I t(_vJIU ,j4~~~.oJL_1'!!J2.~ljj~~ .. rg,_ ,-,Aa L 

~_t hCh'!.' __ .!P._!.!!j. _ _ . __________ . ____ ._._~~ __ 
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T~king aGtion 
Youn\! people want to be actil/ely iwor,<(ld i-l (jomccraoy. Voti-lg at ele{:llons is ol1l~ 
on .. way of ~'ng in~oI..,.,d in ~ neiTiOOratic soc;.o,!j. 

j:~ 01 the lo/JOWin'f"i:tiiiit;~M·Yeyou·oa;lI00 oor, o.'IV,OOldY&.i1iliCto Carry 

Actjvn~ 
Hlvcdonc WouldlikelO 

(-./ 0' x) do (-J or ~I 

VC/I.IrlI,,;rirJg [:2<) I>i 
I"ilial;"" or PM"ir~l,"," in ~ 1ac,,1 )'<1Lllh ~t 'J ,,; 
1,,;liIlli"ll or oqninp 0 ~C\ili<>n et ~ 

A""ryjtn~ a r;t{1y or proI~s' FiQ M 
T ~"ing P"rt in " 'ink" Gl Gi 
B~rl!l a mOOlOOr 01 a POiiliO~1 pa",. ,~ liJ' 
R.oir>J ~ ""'""""'" 01 ~ ,,,''''' union 0Cl ;/ . 

GO <!ci", 0 n"l<)mt;cr 01 U cru<)Cn' union 

B";,'\I " 11 ,.,,,"'" ul d r .... ,..~o""".OO1" 
organi.ation ""hic~ IoIltrlQ& QO\IGmm",,1 I~.g. The CJ 
WiIdoom." 9oc~, ",""nostr in!<rMlioMI. 
C;r .... ~~""Q) 

ContaCling a jXl l~C<a<1 or IOCOI go'Iommol"l! li! 1j.:1 

couociJor 

Paoo~alir'lj in ~ You" Pari",,,,..t pi' I"J 

Bein<;l ;"""rv.d '" a Youth Gc"",," ,'fi [>J 

B~inll ;n..,IV~~ ir1 ~n organisarlon .. hid, $rM<$ 10 ," n 
rc~sCflI trno"icWt": ot young pCOilI<l (e.g. Y()lJ"'I 
Au"tr~ljM Rur~1 Networl<) 

Y(>Jng po;IOplll iilY that 10 b\I ""gaged in democral), th"y """"d th:l1g" . och as: 

information; 

opportun iiies to aclively engage in Mmocr1lCY; 

an Ictaa about WMat can be achlaVtld malililiGally; 

3paces in which to me8t and discuas; arld 

~ Wh"'t assistana. 0( fJ!1COOra~mejJl do yOlJ neM fmm g(w"rnm' nl 
!!t <lCtion abol)! 1119 issl.I<>S vou Iflr;{ pas'siOfl"'/II",/xJIJt? 

Ne., ideas 

Bri~banQ Clly Council has d~v@lopOO 'Visiblfllnl:.', d we!»;;t" ',,);id, abNs ,.xmg 
people 10 have a ~lly :n tho CO(.l"lciro pr09rrrms. Tho wabslte contains Information 
aboiJI row yoL.'l1Q p ~opl~ r.M h~v~ thilir My, events for young people, ~,*a to 
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roSQuraos and a forum through which )'Ot.I1g people can express thc~ opinions. 
Th~ Coomc,il h~s al~o provid~ young people with areas around Rri.~oone whl!n! 
u.,.,¥ ~n corne Ivgll/h...- to rooet "lid urganise acwjw~ and project" 01 hIe'esl to 
thsm. Thaee areas are aCCIls9iOle to young people and we~ resouraed (soo 
'fW1 Vj3ible=iI1k.org!l. 

Tt .. Vi.:iorian Go..,.,rnrn~1 pr'lduc9d a h<lndbook for )'Ol..O\l peOfJI<I "" how they 
can create ena~ge In thrnr comroonity. The handbook provides SlJgQQSlions 011 
hoW young people can g~ll1ctiWl on a project they feel pa.'lIliorJll.!e eoout and now 
th~y ,.<In imriement that project (~ee ",,",.)I!~,th .,- W'I."uI!ldh;!D'e!~hock'!. oo:tl _ 

The Foundation for Young Australians is a non-prom organl.Gatlon dedlcat9d \0 
developing innOvo.llVs injtinti\fCs that support and empower young paopkl aged 12 
10 25. "lM roundatlon prov:des seed-funding lor ido!!l'Is, proactively 8etlks co­
funding to ~upport i1itiahes and h~lp$lhe recipi~n~ structlJfe th" m. ... Ne.~ 10 
enSlJl9long-t.mll suslaJ"naUimy. Eact, ywar, thw F<JUll<Jalio" rnanagli!S a portfolio 01 
!l1<Ifl~ totalin!l about $6 ml llon. At least 25% 01 total gran1 fundlllg Is dlidi;at<;d to 
lt1ilalivGs ~pocffiC<lMy dosiQlled 10 bcnoftt young lt1~cnOllS Australians (soo 
wwwvoyoaQLWlraliao".orsjl. 

Now ideas 

Th~ YWh Ekicloral SIudy (YES) found 111011 ~,.r .. "I. 'iN r"y ~,dl1d by young 
pllopi9 ail th9 most impol1anl SOUICG at Inlolma1ioo aballt volfnq. T QiQvi3ion and 
newspapers aro the noXl mOSI impOrlant. however )'01.110 people l'iow these lattor 
sou:ce" with some sC8p1icism. 

" Tbi/4 (lA,,"! tI .~,.,VI"-< ~ ______ ~ 

12 WIlW rolc call. non'goVM1m9nl.fo!J{idtJ.tIOnS. Dr t;Ommuni/y cirgonisariollS ptly 
J!f. in "tJtIiI1g yrJUrtg ptloplF!.lldlwj Md InvQ/w.d With democ'MlY7 

N~w jd .. a~ 

-I hI! In~ pim FOLlnd,,!irln ( .• "" ww,v_in~pirl!.(}/g.I!") ;,;" Mjian~1 non-proti! 
fOllfldallon wllich a.l1$ 10 er .. at .. opportuniliolii IQr \'<Jun\l Auslr .. ~ am. plfldpally 
<lgW between 16 al1d 25, to help lhemsetves and ofl arE. TIla Foundati(l11 
acknowledges that yoong people wanf to maka ~ pootlve difference in lheir own 
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i ves Md in their commun~ies. '1oull9 people are &:otively ilW~ved in th~ 
d~valopm""l and Q9nVOlry of "" th" FoundatiOll'~ in itiativ"~ , Orw inUi .. tiv", 
'ActNDW', is a wob-baood so;rv;c€llhat will provido youn\l poople IMlh ifIlormallon 
a~d support 0i1 how 111~yc~n becQm~ involved in i~euM or caul!e~ In their 
~cmmlXlity that They are passionate aboot 

'1ibeWire YOuth Services is a volunteer-based, non-prom youth mtKUa aM !ralnlng 
orgallisallon wh ich plo~lde3 young people aged between 16 aM 30 I'/iTti o.n o~lino 
forum throuOh wich tn.,y CM acc:e~s intormation on ~ ""119" ci topic~, p~rt;cipa.le 
h discusiialvi with otiwr yt) \.I 'Q poopl .. ~nd bo/comil iwo"-'¥d in the exchange ci 
i1l'olmation ""Iith othar young peopla (soo www._~lrQ.oot).R~ .. nt;...ilialive~ 
i'lCludo °eKlclionTrack()( (sec IW/W,Q!ectiontmckor,nct!c1/) wtl loh soot young 
peOple out on the oampeign trait ~~ r"porter~ in the 2004 f'ederlll etectton, Those 
"'port:<; Werp. utitl~"d by "'X radio ~tation5, SflS and ARC new. _ 

TI", US Ad Co...,,,il i." non·profit Of~an" ation which p<oduc,,~, di~1fot:"W~ "nd 
promolOO public saNice campatO'1s on a range 01 fesurtll, A rElCent campaign, 
'Fight Mannaquinisrn', tOCUSSed on improving youTti Oivic engagement and voter 
p!l.rticip~tion, It invoN~ tetBvisioo ar.d rl!dio ~d~ aimed at ce~iIla young people 
invo NM in iMu~~ they care about, votunteefing Md ¥Olil19 (5<!'e 
_",.jjghlrnann!!\lu"lisrn.yru). 

'Rock tho Vote' I~ a r\OO-prolit organiwtiOil whiel1 aims to engage young poopklln 
the poti~c;).1 proocs~ in tha Un~ed StatCl) and draw attontion 10 i:lSlJe~ ot coneorn 
10 young people, It coordinates voter registration drives and educatIOn etfort9 to 
"",Sure yOlJn9 pooplf' f'X"'C.k~" thei' ~aht to vote. Youth "~J.ur" i~ h~rlll!s sp.d in the 
fXomot;q, of it5 campaigns, ma~y 0( which feature high profile ce"'bril~s inchrlng 
",u~ id"ns, a<:lo,,", alhl~I"$ and comodi~n., In th9 20()4 el~clio~s, 1.2 mi l ion 
P"Opla lOok aovalllllg~ of too ()['ganlrla~on's on ~n9 voter reglstratkm facility, and a 
tVrI!ler 200,000 registered as ap1llt of tho Rook the Vote Sus Tour aorws 1hG 
O()lmtry (see www,rockmeyotecom\. 

... _-------------
.. ---~ 
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C;I-<W!:li.....u foy VWl;~[ ..... g " s.t.<QI" .... [ss:Lov. 

TMrv:~ no set /arm fOf a suJ.xn"'~ion to th\! wrrmiltoo. Submissions may be made lJ5;"g 
the rnqulry respo~se fOlm er ~ too form 01 a lotter, a substantial papar or a sholt 
docl!lll~nt and they may includl! 8ppendicM. Sut:rnissioos may OOI11ain fElOlS, optlionll. 
ar~ll!TIenls and recommendations for action. The mD~t uselul ~l.t>mis~ions am to th ~ 
point 

TlI'" committee would prefer wrill~n sutJr!l~$iQf's, 001 wi~ also accBpt submissions on 
audio tIlP". For written submissions, typed or prlntoo Ig)(j is profwab!9, thQ<.J,Oh legible 
hand-\\Tinon ~ubmissions are a.cceptable. Numbered pages and, tor submissions In 
exoeM of 20 p~g!!.';. a brief summary and 11 table 01 coo~nts i~ also help!ul. 

All submi~ons must include the name IInd contact details of me person mnl<illglhc 
~lJbmi ... "",_ Th"." making a $,Jbmi""",,, On t:...hd of . n organio.ation ~h<>uld il"ldicate at 
what level the submissk>n has been authorised (ag sub-coolmitt",e, presidf<f'll. chair, ale). 

Pub/>:; nHir.ers may make submissions M priva\e inctillirl'I.'lI"_ Hnwevllr, ~ rel",rence i5 
made in a submission 10 Iheir "fridal p;>iilion, it shoukl OIl"'" be made clearltlal the 
submission ill mad", in a privata capact!y, Submissions from government d,,~ .. rln1E'[11s 
should be authorised In accordance wijh IlOrmal depanmental procedure. 

Conl",nl and roIcvance 

A submi!l()ion may cover some or all 01 the issues r(lisod in tho response form. It would be 
helplullaubmiEsions c:lellrly sllll",d wheh is~lJeS ar~ being addrWsed. 

The committee's usual prooedure is 10 publi<:Jy reJcB3e (lfld table GlJb!nirmioos in t'1e 
L ~ gislative Assembly. Not alt ,.ubmi~5ion,. wil neces"arily b<t pubii~ed and/or tabled. The 
cOlTImir."" r<'!MNeS th ,. right \0 not plJbii!!h or tabltt confinen!ial .!>IJbmissior,", Or 
submiS$ions ""'ich ar .. ;r("'~~ant, cunlaicl SCL<rrilou~ or OOi'amatory mal .... ial, IX are 
olh"rwise not suitabi9 for publishing, Th .. commlt .. i wilt inform y<!u il it d..cides not 10 
accept, ()f not la authOrise The publiCation 0(, your SUbmission, 

ConTloentlamy 

The cocvnittee attempt:! to conduct its inquifics in the most ODOn way possible. HGwe\lE!f, 
~ you believe that your suhmi~.~an (0( par! ()f il) should not b<t made public, clearfywMte 
'confidfo>nlial' on ead' pag .. and,;" a beiel covering letier, explain v..hy)l<>llf ~lIbm;"sion 
should to.. llliI~!ed conliden!iaIIy. n .. commiltes wi~ th~n c'OllSidllf your f~u~st for 
cOIlfldenTtallty, 

Unauthotised Release 

Once!tIe commillt!e MC ... iv~s a w!Jmis~iDll. it becomes committee properly and ~hould 
nol bf> J'lJhli~hE>d without the comrrnllee's aulhorisatioo, PublicatiDll of ~ ~LJI:>m",sioo 
without fll! <:OffifTlit!lIe's authorisalioo m"ans thal !ha! pubiic;lti<m i. nu! ~loI9Ct9d by 
paliiamen1ary priv~Gg9 and may amOlXl! to a contempt of Parliament. 

All submissions should b ... senllo 

A~~arch Director 

Gons!illllooal and Admhi.str~tiv~ Revi~w Ccmmit1"~ 

. ti • / louse, Georg~ Street 

BRISBAN[ 01.0 JOOO 



Submissions eloS(: on Wednesday. 311 November 2005 

Exten3iQn~!Q the clolling d~te may b~ given. If you need mor~ lime ta m~~~ ~ 
sut.n~sion, Or f you r"'luire furiher infCO"mation, COI1!acllh~ comlllit1ee's ,ecretarial 00: 

T~e.rJ>one: (07) 3405 7307 
F"", 107) 34015 7070 
Emal:~g&<Q.QM!klment.9Id.aov.~ 

('..ori"~ of rhi. rape' ~nd all olh~r p"b~cat"'ns by the Legal Md ConMi~utional CommittM 
ar .. iI,a~abl~ on Ih .. Inl...-rnil! vi ~ th .. committ .... ·s horn .. ~aye . 1: 
WVNI,par1iam .. nt.q~a~rnm~Meg3Ir~y_.htm 

Contact (e.g. phone nlJl1be!r): 




