
----

11 11------
-~=---RECEIVED 

o I AIlG 7005 
lE~L . CQlo(S IIT ... rM~~ liNO 

40MINI.'.lTR~T1"'E" il€VIEVtf 
COMMITlU 

RESPONSE FORM 

n,.. """0",,), !'lit..,.. 
~. CoMlltu!lo"~ ~nd _ .... , .... R_ UlmtIIIIH p.,... ............. 
~.c.lIOI 
Bti&_ QIQ O(QI 

UJ la.. to: III )006 1l,I70 
00 .. , .. n .. ~ .• " q .. 1j«p«J! g\1 "", .. w 

A PAHLlAMEN IARY COMMITIEE INQUIRY INTO YOUNG PI!OPLE 
ENGAGING IN DEMOCRACY IN OUEENSLAND 

i 

I 
I 

I 



~-----------, 

Tll11 "irn (If this inqLJiry is to milkll pracli;al r\KXlfTVnO;>f1<1<lt o)Jr.; 10 

inc'ea~~ tI"" .~..,."sl "nu p~[!id""IiQn ut YOu"," 1'1NIl~ ~I d,mocrDCY ill 
QuMn~land 

The oommittee wants to heer lrom \'Clung peopJe, in partioular, about: 

(I' wh;d is "",.uw in aueellslanu; 

$ whet w~1 work; 

~ whet YQlJ Wl'Int 10 do or <'l~pBrjenc/l. 

We woiJd a~o like to hear lrom~" ~oplt!!n Queensland who have an 
interest in young people, or in yOUilg people engec~o in democracy, 

Ta Ii~p you to Ihi,," i.lJoLll, <.I.~uss .. ",.I r~,;po"d to m"tto;ors, retevant tCl 

tho! n q"Oy, we have ~el aLII below "'m~: 

''- issuos: and 



NewidM.! 

In ZOO3. EI~t!ons Canada partneroo with COOl" in tho CIa$S100m to MWllnn n 
new wtcr education program for Sludents. incllJding a contest chaUenging people 
aQW 16 to 18 to elM!" 3O-~econd publir. ~,,,,,ic,, ann()lJ!Y.."."..,nl~ on vid<-a t~rjng 
t!1.;, pe"'" why the democr~tic process and vcting are i-llpor1ant. 

Tt,.. Ulilw Kingdom EI~tofid Commission's 'Do polmcs' alms to g(ll young 
poopl .. involved irI democracy. It may bo llcc<lsscd at: WY/W,doDOik'Q(),G9.!/!<. 'Do 
POtitios' oonducw workshops and evenls, and provides resources ~nd I,aininO 
aoross me UK lor yoong P"'Opr/!. 

In Austri'>lia, the Youth Elecloral Stwy (YES) tUClld lh .. ( ""HlW irlC~nlivws w<>Uk.l 
attract a lirst vo/<!. Young people 5aid a tax b' .... k or ~ USQ 01 prOOlotkmal rock 
C<XlC\lrts would be th& most ettecliw incentives. but thero wns also oomc support 
for me 001100 that il"lClentivc$ ~h{)u1d nol be needed lIa voting is 8. responljbility 
thal oomes with citizenship. 

~~rtBlC 5/tr\1 yp, ~tt;~-"-~'G= [ ;:;: ~ 
alit.'[).} _7lJdBnb-~ __ '---.u ~--,!fi'll_ I. " __ 

O-,y)d 1~'l(Sr_~\ hQJ..I.l. 10 eDroll bV Cl (J(II=.L 

-f'-if~-onhh::;'-) 

Voter ",91\.lrlllon 

In Australia, ooch P9rsCl1 must cemplete an CrlfQJmcnl form 10 reg;oler to vOla. 

J. ~='ia~f9111"!~<.t BilS{'f(',ro' y'~,~p1IHO.,;mrol iJrnt fJecool,6 

NOW jdeas 

In SQrnot counlri9&, r(lglstrallon is doM by tMQovcmmcnt so that pcoplcmo 
autWlat~()jly regi3tered when th~y reach voling ~ge_ An rnlernatb~al report Il)I 
the nstltute jar Democracy and Ew,t<lr,-,I As~ist'-'nce, 'Youth Vater Participation, 
~l'!)geSj" aulomati;: r"gis1ratioo by the y"""mrn .. nt ratOOf than it b"inll a duty 01 
""d pijr~oo 10 0010). 

Other cOlJntr ie~ ... nabifl peor~ ID fP.gi';!,,, ~t a pol'ng stlrlioo 00 ... Iect"ln day, or 
011-....... 

In Cana6a, Elections CanCld~ identities people who ha<e turned 18 through 
inior:nation p .. ovi~d by, tor "'-'<ampi "', the la:. oI-fice and motor vet-icle register_~ _ 
Th<-! Chj~f "lector,,! Officer write$ to tlll!sij ~ .. uplll tu <lsk Ht"''' 10 L'lmfirm ttl~t lI\@y 
an~ "'iy;bl~ to volll and consoot to being Inoluded In the national register. 
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Polling ~1"tjons 

11' Ou""","!iirKi, puiin\l "I. tions .", usu.lly k>caleJ in SdlWI> or I",M, am are .:pen 
OtItwwn 8a'n and I5pm. 

iil HOwcoUid IhaECa m«ke it ""'1rer for youil!ip~Vpk;1Q c..sijl,,,/rv01,,? 

!'!Jl'llJ!J!las 
In rp..Gent (''''MM;"", ",Iwions, Elections CaM('!a irltroolJr.p.M mmp. [Xl~ in locations 
la which YOUI"'9 poi'opIe I laVa "~S\l "C<:~ss, soch as near ~tudent r"siderr.~~ ~nd 
Ulliver"tty n";ghtJourhoods . 
In Canada, poIl n<;l slaMns are opon for 1 ~ houm. 

De1eQallOIls trom the A,-",1;~I,"n [1oo~tor,,1 Commi:lsion /lnd H'~ Victorian electoral 
Cornmi:l~ion i I in lh" USA. UK 
and Ir",,,,,d between 2000.00 2002. rill' r I 
QPliC>r1~ that arll 1 ead, 
option WOUld suk li 9-
VOIlnQ be I t tn AnWrcticJ. 
~ot~r~ in remot"'.I<x:"tion~, t 

"'OC0l11 ropol1 ol1ho Violori"" So!utiny 01 MIC Md Rogut:lllol'lll Commitloo, 
VictOfian EJ(Jctronic Democracy, considered eleotrollic voting. It rocommondcd 
that Victorian ~1~ction~ .'\hoo1.1 not he Gor.d<.x:t~d remotely ~ia iIliofrTllltiG<1 and 
COIlVT1U,*-at;,y,S tochoologies in too net\( ilKure. but idMmied the t<"JJb""';ng k"y 
advallt .. \/"s ul r"mule vatirJg ~ystem,,; 

easy access !or trawlklrs and disabJvd people; 

providing an interi&:e lor oIh .... teGhn ologie~ slX'h II-~ .• GrMn r""ders, [3r~~le 
compul."., rrlay"iliir~ or iilterH"tiv" dal~ ""try syst .. ms, 

allowing r CO' 11", eas~ and d, .. ,,", distribution 01 ba~o! papers in different 
lanQuaq .. ~; 

irn;t,mianeous pnJCllSiifl\l;.,oo 

aluwirlg vot...,,; 10 acc~s ~ widt! ran!lt' 01 oth"r infonnation v.t"Jv co~ id.nillg 
and casin g thOir VOle. 

" Jr.cJf:CLshc"tl£Jx,'''Y'.31u!k 5(-'1171''' SQ. 
U'U..yJ._l...;Q.vJcL.h~,c~.}P .y,)k:.tl'),:IJ~_ {.x.Jk_ 

Shou\:.J./w, Gp-VD. ,£v<:-, (',\jwIL Z·!L!1:.~:.I .. D~·\f_ 
dJ) ,L..-O.>::I.1£ .. _}JC1'¥J(I! .. tn.U:/Jf: ... Jr:. __ .. I...-00/",!YIY" 



AdYance vellng 
C~ I1'Cf1tIY" Ooeens/llnd, f)'Oll r.J\ n't 'IOtt at yom ~ear"sl polo'ng booIh on the day 
01 a IIIdB eIB<:1io)n. ~peciaI ilffi'U(IVI IMI<J\J; ~'an biI miidil 'w you to easl your voae. 
"uo::h u by ..... ...ano..'8 IICIlin!l in pgr$on or po£tal wting, ,~,_ optJon$ life &.1lI11L!l1e 
In 0<1Iy soma d~ . toe tlC8lllPle. ~ you: will bf> lI'I"-IBJe on poiq d.Jy, 
haYa a di$abtlty; Ol eatl'tWII" on flat da~ becauseQf '~vs ~I ~. FUf Iu~_ 
irtnlTTlAIkln, "" www_ilCQ,gld.\I9Yi1u, 

... -
In /he UI(, po!<laI voIirty .. avail.tlla to any DilgbIG \01)"'" on IOQ~ A pcreorl m3V 
ilPpI~ r .... J.OJ5'" WQIIIlg TOr a paroc!6ar CJoaIOrl. fOf a eena ... period of \KM or 101" 8.1 
"'~. eliICllon&, 

Te laciI~e\e voting. the ~tNe OOYe/M1ent could ~Iim. U ... d!iy ~ ~ ~Ulle ,,1e<.1ion 
a puhlir. J,oIkby or oc~u* li,,, lillIiI.'llon for a day oIh,rlhan 11 SalUldQy. 

In rutu ... , I! .. t",,!lonic voting WGIO to be inuoQJced, lor el(omple. ,I need not be 
"9CiualV 10 nave an 'oiCClicn dily'. with all va""" CII"t an thfl :lame day_ Va~ng 
could l(lkO tl'Ince. tOf eXllmp~, OYi!I' an '""""inn ""'!'eI<'. 

~ 'Ge , I Mm/. fhM ;. <. ~d_.L<kn ,~ 
,LUC:,oy pevptf .. &0 1'1;'; '1'l: , c JJx..'J m,-h 
~---

CJo$e of .0115 

0,.,.",,11)'. afler a stoot .. ... 111<;1"", is CllIlIOll. ~Ie ha~e 1lC1w0Ctl 5 (ItIet 7 dc','S 10 
,,,\pt., W VOle, 

Nwi<l9U 

Prinr k'> the 2'OM 10000 iil .rIlI<.ilUl'1. the Sp"" ial Minister 01 Slate, Ern: Abet! 
prOPOi'-'~ tlillt 

the OIocwrCI roll be cloMld 10 new O/nt .... ~ on the day the ~Ion ""j(511o'QU1d bot 
~sutd (U!velly Ihfo! day the 'electio n 1II anrlUlJlx;vJ); ~nd 

~ WOIhil"oQ 10 charrge Ihe ~ cnrorncnl dElEliIs be gIVen ,"ru d.~ 10 00 so. 

ThIS po;qlQSiIl diLl not proctJllO' as ~ 11136 not !luppor1cd I7t lM non·oovammcn: , ..... 
\'" J.G~ I} (C.A:d~.,.L,bn.ch/CLm1cff'. ,?!!.'>_yl)!." . 

. ,/Y1(), V ("o-,Gkty-. ~.y_ h re n 12-Ji,a. ,.da..y. __ _ 
b<zf'''-'' H<L _deck«Ul .. _____ ___________ . --- .. --- -
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Fix",d .. 1<;!\;Iion day 

In Qusensland, lhere is no fl~Dd election day for state alGc!ions. 

A tlx9d elGctlon day could al ow Improved cIVics aollCatlon CDuroOO, moc\(·91oElioni 
and o~her strategieB er.coor!l\lil1g y()IJ~ people'S engll.Qament I'f~h OlcClion~ ID be 
plarvlA<1 in artvance Isee f.4ilner), For example, a fi~ed el9clKln flay would ~Inw 
civics 1iduc~10f>; to pi"" ~fI{l corKJ\JC1 thair COU"""S in ~ar..u,,1 with an ~j(,ctw 
clmpalgn. 

~ ,'Do., you think irnprr;vig! C!V~edi;i;ratlri1)}Jr.a,WCrthWfilli> ieij's()fp for Yvwmml;int 
11' IiJ Considor acMngd 10 fl!!ed tilml oICctiMs?' ",\ ,:,", 

New ideas 

In Q~~n"l,md, Ijllictioos tor alll()C~1 govOOlfllint ~uthoritil!s ~re gerlIjral!y held 
..... ery tour )'Caf~ On the IMt Sntupday in March. 

~ 'fheir YID. II.dJ2:mo,";< Jfyd C{c< Je _ So , 

C(KcY"Yc?oe I=, "[ • .)On"," (~ Hy:, eiHb;,h) 
_fi1LL---LOO?l,L'>(Y) _._._._-----_. 

~ , 

New lIotinq syslcm 

In Que(lfl~IMd. a system ot oplional prefercntialllOt l1g i~ lreod, A fact shoot about 
'Of'V' is ~vailable from: \vww .• ,,;q,qld.QQv.ay. 

Do you tflitJ/( yWfY) tCoPtO WQl.Jld/.lfl fiiottj.iik6Jrto,vorl) ,111h0. voting syarom 
11'8$ chW1~sd thlft,'C!Jndidtft8lHunningcn . .;-eI1!l.Jrr,~gOI pMkuler intere$ 
to 1)"l(H19 I~op!e wetl'l/I'IGV"e Vk6lt;.Io: ~t'Ii!Ir.tim' And haVtt .. ' VoiC.. In. 
~rli"'llJel1t'! ' . , 

New i<.! ..... ~ 

Appendix D contains ~ revi$ed I'f!rsion 01 a paper prepared tor an 11Quiry. Hands 
on Pllrli1!m"nt, by th .. L"9"IIIOO Con,;titution~1 Cnmmittee 0/ In.-. pro!Vioo~ 
Pariiacr'''''!. k proviOOs inlom,.tn n .lx>ul Qur vol " 9 system and ways il might be 
d'ang\'d 10 providg mor9 div91iily in candidat9s wtlo mi!;lhl W elec~. 

A!; in QueeMland. the valifIQ s~stem in the UK makos ~ very diff~uM for 
caOOid~b!:~ horn minor fl"rti"~ 10 a"t el8cterl In M21~ 2005. wm~ ~OO ,000 ~chool 
students;n lhe UK IIOIPKJ ill il mock el4>clion 10 coincide wili1 the 9"'n~ral glecbolls. 
Thi stu~nts vot8d for too actual candidalai. Thlj resulti shcw'l!l t~at thg 
students Wore attracted to parties which ran car"!didalo6 on Ccrt(lin is~ues: for 
example, sludents who felt pa~sionate aboot the &nvironmenll'Oted tor the Green 
Pa1y ~spite laJing to have a sing~ cand:date relLrn ed in the gBnerai eiection5, 
the Grlien Pa~y ~I/CUPvd 45 out of ~ passi t>Ie 349 ~"at" in 11", mock iloctio~, 

Proportional repraselllation wlling, which is use<llor Senate election~ ill AU$tralia, 
rmvkles (YMt~ Opporll"'ity fof minO{ p"rti~ to win SflalS 

\:< No Ilh,01~, ~)h~~'b~bec,bl''-b ~~ ~~~ ~ 
,b--J~fh---jQr~) -;£L(\S l0::1::\ifl_y CF\ __ _ 

J )\k.Y Jet;; I _c~s FJ -:c¥-..! )?uc.i/ I\/(/JI} { '(.( <-i) 

... UV}<2_ ... L CL.Cc v'n). 



Voting ago 

In AUSlroliU. )I<lU must be 18 year~ old to vat'"" The minimHm ~oting age in other 
CO,...,triA~ '''-''9'''s from 15 10 21. 

The minimum ~g,,~ MI by the law for other aclilfihes are ~s!ed in appendix B. 

~ :~::tm~:Z:~~:;;.~ijf$t~l~~~~~)Y~~" 
Nawidjji 

In April ?G04, foNowing a project 00 th9 agli! "I .. I"'-'tmal m~io'ity, th .. United 
Kin9dom Et.>cto,~1 Cvrnmi!;sion r~m9flded that 1119 mlnlrmJ'11 agalor alllwtlls 
of votin~ fn public olections ill tne UK rom~in at 18 yoofS lor th9 time being. The 
UK ElColom,1 Commis3ioo advi~ed, however, that ~ 8>:pected 10 undertake /I 
further /O/TI1/1i review of the minimum voting age wrt!lin a Jurthe, live \0 ~ven 
1""'''- It """.o<Jr"O~d t ..... \lovGrn,..--,t 10 oan~ k!~' i,~ti.lii"\l" I"'ideo' , .... "' ... 01 tho;. 
age 01 majority. 

fn 2000, a report on ctmnoino 00001 and leea! trarneworks for YOlin~ Australians 
fOllnc:! Thot. desprte $ome intere~t in l)effing more in'lOivl!d in !hei' r,ommunrty Md 
in IlOvemnumt dec~ion-mi\kina )l~MeS, young people were quiffi rel:r;tant to 
d,im the rigfl/ and respoo$ibjl~y 01 ha.vj('lllt"" vu""' Y<JU"ye, \11 ,,,, .. 1 ~yi! la. TI, .. 
ml jo'ity (74%) "r y"""y ~eopl9 in~oI~iid in th~ r9s~arch ~ald lhel th"" Wllni not 
ready or int~risl~ in lZ9nln41nllOiVM in fOl'm~1 poI~ictJj ~rooosses soon as ~1)1in\l 
belore lMy were 18. Their parcntG <lQreed, 1'I'ftr11l. majority (61%) SUQQOO1ing that 
young pcoplo are not mature enoUQ/l and not int~rMted in voting before !hey are 
1 S, ~nd thlll yOlJrlg p"'orlf> unde, i I) have oIher preMurM to con1ront IInd coo~end 
with (Me 0..,-501'1, Filzgerald and FlocI ... ). 

Ompulsory ~otinQ WW> ~mTodLICed., Queensland in 1914 300 by me 
Commo~l'IlIalln ., 1924. Research by Miinor (pullliEli\(ld in CiVIC Liwmcy: HGw 
Infooned Cfrizons Make Democrocy WIJrl(, Uni~er3ity Press of New t:nllland, 
Hanover, 2002) indic8tes that the effect of ;"lroOtJdr.g c"mr'~Mrl voting in 
Allttralia wa~ [" h~ .. bout a 23'>'00 overal increase in vot'19. 

EduCOItlon In Silhoolr;: 

In Queensland SChools, there is riO subject 01.111&1 'GiYic~ educlllion' or 'citIzenship 
education'. Primary el1d secOrtd~ry "hx1",,~ learn about democr~cy, inCll-i119 
fl"rlo..iW\rII, gnvernment ~nd eiliCtions, in ~ "'''rlbe, 01 diflB,enl scbj.,,:t. , SluOOnl. 
al~o ex ..... 'ierlc~ democracy at schooi, for "xample through oJoctions ler school 
oouncJl fI1erT1bers and/or school leaders. 

Fduc"tioll ~boul damocracy 
Additional edocutional opporttnlies releval"ll to democracy incILld~: 
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visi1S to too Quooo~land P~rliamont, or to a regional sitting of (he Ooooosland 
Pariiament, and ~cational activitie~ prollided by f'arhamertary Eduoation 
Sa"";CQs; arid 

oloctorol education actil'iHo~ corlduclod by the AUGtranan E~toral Commission, 
such a~ ~chool visits, 

For sl"dent~ 

,Wh<i( '-wOrkru:]{~B;,aniJ:'IVIjaI,,Jid:~ .""J]o,,- ~~'~;/$NTII .w;,lrt ,or 
9xpiirlriiJcBd rMi;rX;r~ in YaUrl>chooI'!' _ """,0', - -/ ,:, ,< ,., , ,~ 
fularl7!OIo dwld:' s4pcql4 tJi:rW briw,J";Y(l.iYOiJP:,; ''mJl)O: 'tiOrnocrnGy _jl/ld 
f'~eflllr8?aU /Ja ~ that YCJiJ tlJ1f-well fntoimed:'II(id' C<XirKteill, apcur 6l1gaglllQ in 
'diitr'rr>:JrNiY?, -, --", _',;'_,'_,' " 

For t..achers 

d)/1()I'{,~:tiJtKsdJ~~W.dl Cjv~' il<Ju~~tf;X!:~"~l;.'iilClictldelr,xrJcy? -
" HdWr;oo/d $ludWI~ IJ9&tlel {XllpatWtrangllge. In ~7_ ' 

N""" id<'oa_s, 

In pt"viou~ inql!in,,~, tr.; L~gal ~rid Coos1itution~1 Comm;!tM and IM Legal and 
wlsWutional Commttt...,s of the 49th and 5OU, Par~aments l-.ave rnad~ 
rec;ommemlations ~lIout civics education in Que""5Iand. Sinhr 
recommenQations have been made by many oth9r Austrai'an bodlGlln rOCi'nt 
ycurs. A ~Gt 0/ some ot those racO/l1mondutions i~ sot ~ in appendi)! C. 

Th", C""~tillJt,,,,,~1 Cent,,,, of We"tflrn Au~trlll;" wa~ "5t~bl;.;t-..<I to ""COlJ["~g" 
p.-ople cr all ages la learn aoout ths W",lern Aust(slian polito:::al syslem~"'" how 
to aGtively ~~rlidpate ;n it. It olfers (jsplal'" on th .. Constitution and ,"spi<ct. 01 
cltlz~ nshlp ;md political history. The Elsctoral Educatioll C9ntr~ i. locata<;! within 
the same complex, and Drol'ioos interactive progmm~ al owinQ peopte te oast a 
vote, d isco'/er the ori!;'ll't3 01 demacracy and understand how the votorlg system 
work~ (~ "" www .• -.c .. ntr .. _w~ .qfN_ .... r .. d .. dJjm)_Prngra. .. ~.pr .. ~ .. nted i~ ways 
which ""gag,, young prjOple, are ~Iso corlducted tor sche,," stl.ldents v,sitirlg the 
Cent",. T""o;:t"K reS()IJrG~ kits c;ompl<>rl1~nt ~ach program. Re;;our<w box .. " on 
vanous topics are available to schools In remo1e areM, In a{jdi~on, lhoi 
COnstitu~anEII Centre has developed an 'Out Reach Program' which IflllOlvcs 11 
network 0/ Ior..al people in rural and remote areas af W",tem Austf~ia providing 
~rograms to sti.-dents :'l those area&_ Some pragrams are spoc~ic tu In<:Iigenous 
oommunit~. 

A Civio3 and Citi.zensNp Education weo3ite (whioh incorporates a previoUs 
'Dc<;<:Qv"ring OP.rT1 <:e.far.y' web"it~) i:o. 'MW,civ",,"anddil~n"hir_ Nu_ay_ 

'Kids Votinq USA' is a n~tion~1 non-prO/h, non,p~rti5an orqa~iilation that t"""oo,; 
students nboUl citizenShip, civic rcflPoositJjl~y, democracy Md polilllal 
p~rtic;p~tioo T og~ther with o~ssroom actfvitie~, 5tuden~ ar~ provided with [111 
opportunity to c,.,;t a 'Kids Voting' barol on election day, and they vote 0.., the 
samrt cotndidaTis a~d issu<os as adults. In 2004, 1 ,5 m~lion studSn!1i t"..-nw oul to 
votc for preSidential, loc~t and state candidates. !\reas wittl a KidS Votll"lg USA 
program MV~ show~d a IIOtir1g (ate tar registemd 18 yMf ald~ which i~ 14% 
hio~"'- tI-".n fl)f non'I""1idr~r"'D M""~ S ... "'NSW ki.-i~votinolJ<~ "''11 

fla pllrt of tho Kids VOlil1Q USA GOrvicc, 'DoublaClick DornocrQcy 1$1.'0 
Wl'Nt'. ~K!~VQt in QuBa,oroID9WleGiic!<1iDtrQ_!M) W!S developed ta al:Ow students to 
part Ko ipate in an authenl o::: yeting e.perier.ce ~s,ng a web·bas,<C votir'3 ~ ystem_ 
Thoo onling oallots rrtpk a1rt ;he can clidat~s and issues aoo ks vote for, and provide 



:lllldenb 'Nth practir.~ MIIoIS ",hie'" have links ID c~rJdOJloIlilli><IIIlap1 1;e,. .. ,d Qther 
rl!Source5. Ahuut 35,000 $tweo~ partJcrpatoo dur1ng the 2004 prctidcnlial 
,,!KiIkln~, 

'T!MIfl'I It! Politics' l5 a US·based MlMil" wh ... h off .... ' )'OWl!! pwpktan 
~ 10 ~ In dltc:U&6Ion rorums on ~!;UCI'I ~ me economy. 
fOfG9I policy, general polltICIIt fSIl\/M, arima/s aIld ttw. ........ ,"",...,1. !'tollision is 
Qto mode tor)'lUl'\ (1 f>II"IlI" 10 (:or.mbule to discussion) un11if 11,,, bann." 01 '1<tf1 
wi~ en-t' and 'righl wing <.v",.,,!'. SIXI WWW.to; .. iHNn2D01k~J:.com.1oruml/. 

\t >(,'" ~A:cl ~" (\ c{)le, pb.y"Mt .c:;.. ;'0 /() I I, dh- e.vC/'f· y (fn <. I n._'T 
J J:i.t 1,:} lr,..!> QlSb _ _ _ _ __ _ 

111t PI'llit<..ttI t S 4!>UI'A (J~ i'"ot i-l.kiOlO'lS 
o 

Pot itica l p"",ties 

Thf!:>OO4 V~ung AuskalT"" ut U'" YII"", Hugh Evans, ha, $U~9'tqd Ihal yow9 
poop'- IwI ~"ut out 01 maimltr'ilam party poUlicc. 

The I~ o. .. ee"siand SW .. Yuuill Ad"',,,,ry CO llnc il told thQ CQl'l'trl fnElQ that thG 
"'~ .... ~ ;djsw~oo by poW\t:3I pg.nlea, pan.'CUI:l rJy;U etecOOl'l llfl'lC, aro OOl'nInotC(J tJi 
Ihm. ~1e¥3n1 1O «oor pcoclo:lnd our OQC'l1'Ig poovIaIlorl. 

Now fQ'I!fIA 
Dr ArI\IdI1, Vromoo, a klctulGr af file UnNclsity at S)'d nc~, leSGtl1Che3 youn~ 
p&O~ Md politiCS. S/1", Writes mat. 'I he OII~ IIrell of pa rticipR~ c n tMt mm"in~ 
low for YOUl1g PflOPIP.. ;n;j in~ I ..... most Austra)ians, is JT\9ITl~ ' ship 01 p<:Il~'.::iIII 
I"'ITie.s Rath8l" than 1Wri 1~1ly piI ,I1 ' "",nbw"np dilc ln& as ap.3'thy, WG OlJ!tIllO 
$i'<t Ivw unappoalng pollical p3:nlO$ have 00cmIc. Ana ~ is liP 10 pertle3 to 
InVOMl 3 new Qenernllon.. r llis mglll !'IQI bo! by _y oI tnrmlll on~ onb6ship; 
rnltad, PflrtiP.A mi!J'" ....,.,~ ... h y01l1'l9 f*lplG on ~ "l ..... jl\l h) ll",i, E",,,· (woo 
Vmr.len) 

I ~ me us, !I M liDnWide stlldy cl youl~ aHitlxles loood th AI )'01"'0 ~ """re 
active In tlle~ corrvn lJn;lip.~ hilt n"I ~I:>M CIl"TO"d about polotic$ ,1, $ ;;111 OOtC()III~ u( 
thll T \I,,,y, ~ .• tr~\<o{ly ~L1'l't<Kl IQ r~·c",",.,o\ youth to d<>mOCrlley I; th ~t, durtl g 
ikod.iol1 tampalljn&. the media ofl~1 youth modcrntcd cMdicrate debates {see 
Natlon.Jl Ao3OCliJticn IX Sa:rell'lries Cl stftu.) 

" 
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P~lilici~n .. 

Mlny r",~,,~,,:h .<llJrlie~ in Al!~lr~li~ "rod inl","MlioMlly ,eveil! that your.g people are 
cy1ical sooullhe oohaviour o( poI ~icl"" S 

.;) l'Iow ~fl pofilJ.::i.!n~ lfram5 i<J~~ -r<u/(lM fhe fililh of YOUll{J ~cpJg, in 
1[ .. di.m1<Xracy~ .-

N"wide~s 

Or Mtldne Vromen MY~ that PQkliciarul only CooS\del young polopllll'l!1en they 
P'"" ~ ~nt iI rrnblttm: IhI!l yDl H"'9 p"op!f, lMd le he tall;"rl ~baut .aIM, than talked 
'"ilh; and fIlBl yo. .. mg people's >",rspactives a, ... ,,..-,,,Iy ~Icmd in p'J:'>Iie rlflh,,\p' 
Do- V,urnen sU\1ge~ts lila! wh~t i~ """ .... d i>; dir .. ~1 "vioo",,,,,, c I )'Ql,ng people's 
oxpOl rl~f1C"~ and argumoots basod on 'O uch 9vid\tncoo (~eq Vrornen) 

I~ the U!llted Statea. Canactn arl<'l the UIl~OO K~(jOm, where vOli1~ i~n'l 
compulsmy, it has been .5hO\\Illlhat contact w~h po~ticlll parties linG cSfldidotes iG 
an impat~nt elemMt of 'get-O<Jt-the-voje' ~tr"teg"~_ FoIk;w"u the 2001 Bril1"h 
~~'~ral .. 1~liull, Ill", UK EI"cI", .lI C"'1"";."0I1 iU~nt;fi<id a lack 01 c."VasS ' ,g by 
politici~n .. a, a IiK~1y r~aSQn lor di,satislilCtion (and 101'1 tUfno<Jt) arr).Jf19 lirst-li,,' ~ 
~ot"'rs, 

e"i~g heard 

Whl~ yourIq p(!oplll may t.<", lumiU of! poHtic, a. it <;urn;!fltly {)I"'ral~s, rn;o1 1Y 
slu<fioG and surveys have loond that young peop le are verj i~terestad in polit:cal 
i~~~M im.,ortant 10 them_ The challenge tor governments is to engage \11th Y0U!1 11 
r!'Ople, and th~ lirs! t!1;ng Ihs1 )IOlX1g people s"Y"' that !ooy ..... MI to ~ !1;wd 

~J /-Jilye you used any of liIII [Jrlve r1Jmenf 'Yl::ort[J(!ifie,~ i(J .m-,.,; yool aprni<Jn.~ 
{!~ "h.w'l i~suo>~ 7 J--k,,,, .. {{""fM?' was it? 
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Taking action 

Young people w~nt to be Active!), Involve<:iln democracy. Voting at ~notions Is only 
003 way 01 being in\OJ\\fed in a cio>mocratic ~~ty. 

Ai :r of the hlloWing ili:itili'li .... ~ M~yalJ,W~iil~OUt,·":;wr:0Ii1Y~likIHO cariy 

Actllllty 

VoI""",,,Mng 

I,,;~;oli"~ ur ~a,'k;;fJ"~lli>;) in" ~ YOO.lft1 ~'oj«cl 

""~..ti,,," o. oi\Jf1'''' ~ pe1Olioo 

lIuendlng a raly orprot~"t 

T akin" pa~ jn ~ ot ril<e 

Being" memoor 01 ~ Pll'lical party 

R..irrg. m,,~ol)O"r Cl! a I~"';" union . 
l:lCin~ 0 rmmt>c, 01 a ::tudCnI u";OO 

Be;,,\! d rT1O)m!.o<>, uf a r>"Jl1'Y""""xn.",1 
orga";sahoo whi<:t1l00bies Y"v~mment (c.g. 11>0 

1'1''''""""", Sed.ty. ~.!y "xerr;a(io;;ot 
Gr .. np"~cot 

COnlac1i"!'la politician or Iooii govQmrMnt 
COlJnCOlo' 

Park-ilJ . ti"y ill" YC'Uli1 p",kwr .. ,,1 

Be.,g irwol ,ed inn Youlh (;0"",," 

S.lng Involve<! In an org.~lsat1on m,;::h ~~~t~ 10 
rcprc~cnt th~ ;;= 01 Y""~ jl<)opIc (C.~. VO<.ll"lq 
A(j~lra'aT1 Rt,ral N~twork) 

lIave do .... Would Wk. to 
('0'''1 do (~"x) 

[jJ ';I 
OD C , 

d 21. 
'41 c'( 
(2J '" G3l ~t 

" :B 
8 ~/ 

IN 'z' 

(5.'1 , >Ii" 
e, , 

IYJ ~, 
13 0/ 
L"l1 GI 

YOUrIQ ~ople -.ay tho.t to hi ~ngagiid in d~moo;ra"y lOOy rl.""d Ulings s\.Ch as 

information: 

opportunities to actively engage in dffilOCfi'>CY: 

an Idea alIOUl what can be achlevoo realistically; 

~paCM in which 10 m&ei and discus~: and 

a~w~ to thto il1tl!rnat, photocopiers, I!t~. 

m What ass;sl<¥TOl or 811ooUf:l<}llm"')i :do yl)(l nelld fran ll(weJ"flmM ! /Cl Illk~ 
~.t .. ction aboot VI" iSSUflS yw (""I pa.si;iOil~r", .. bout? 

New ideAS 

gr,sban" Ci1'{ Coo~il has d9v~!o~lJd 'Vi5 b l" Ir»( a wbb~ilcl whO;!, ~rt>ws young 
people to haviO a say i1tho Cooncil's proQrams. Too wGbeita C()f1\alns I(lrorm~Hon 
~bout OOW young people c~n have their say, ~vllnts ~or yovllQ peOp!e.I.nk$to 



reSOl~ces a.cd 11 fo" .. n l through whic:l> YOUfl(J )l"'''P1oi can ~;qlress their opinions 
Th9 ColJflcH hots also provldoo young poopI8 wltl! areas around Brfsbilfl~ w\wr9 
they coo come togetl1er to meet and organise activities and projeots of interest to 
tl11lm_ TheM a.rea~ ar" accoo.ssiblO!' to )Ooog people and w..,(1 rflSOIJrcoo (~ 
WI'fW. >lis ib!e-in k .o@. 

ne Victonan Government prOduced a handbook forYOllng peopie on how they 
C~n cmate cha"'J'" in their ~Q"I"\ml)nity. The handbook providO!'s ~ugg~linn~ on 
how )'OXII1\i pwple ca" get adive 01' ~ prujl1Ct (""y le .. 1 p>lSsiollala about, and how 
til~y ~an implement that project (soo ~OOlt1.>lo.g.:>I.~<M<rYPSbool@!XI!). 

The J-oood.!OtiOl1lor Young Au~tml;MS is a non-prafit organ;Mlian de-:Jicllted to 
rlev,,!<>flh1] ionovaw... initiatives that sllPPOrt and empower young penple aged 12 
1025_ Th<. F<JUndatkm pn.lviOOs s"..d-IClOJiny for id"as, pr<J:.lCti .... ly s.,~s 00-
flMlding to suppan inmat/voo il.1"Id h9lps the recipients strooturlOl thGmsaflo<;J~ to 
""",-,m ion(l-tolTl"l su.stainability. Fooh )ie<''- the FOIJlldatioo mnnagas ~ portfolio cl 
grant:! Ictllling about ~G million. At ierulf 25% of ttltlll grant funding i~ deaicated to 
in4'iatiVl'ls ~~ically d@signed (0 ber>et~ yooog IndigenO<.Js Australian" (~"" 
"mM . youngauslra liaos _orQ)_ 

"JbL~"Ou:<Ub~, ,@ \olhoo> 0 Ib,"< .. __ _ 
MOd'_ t',k+&]~t;.,~ _______ ______ ~ __ _ 

New jdftM 

The YOLJth Eleetoml StLJdy (YES) lQuf!d that pareNS are regarded by)lOO"l9 
people ~s tl1~ moot important SOlJrcfl aI informatinn about voting, T elel/lSon and 
"",w~p"r~ al"@thel">@)(!mn51important,hOWl'!veo" young peopj~ yi<'ow rh""B l~ttB' 
SOt..-c ..... with soma sC<lpiici!>lTl. 

\t ~ __ Jbn iI d ~,rLlL_s.o),~1i.--!!..o' . .fXDt~_>-__ _ 

-Du.L...wL",.Jp---<20'::~ h 
J.).QYl ~ hi W? cd, l')fl*.'/12I""'~~ ____ _ 

.~ ~-.-

iP. WIUt roie oin nrm-g<:JW:!mnumt foIlmali0n5,or a.WJ(!nity.nrgarrr"lt/iM:s play 
Jlt il] gelling young peq;lfl iI.C1iw iind inl'ONwwilh ~TaCYt 

bi9wldoas 

Thli kl.p~e Foun\Jil.tion (S"9 www.iIlspire.org.au) is il national non _prol l 
founlatior wh iOn aims to crcato opportunitins lor young Auslralinns, prin~ipaUy 
oCed betwMn 16 21no 25, to h<!!lfllhl!mMlv~~ and others_ Thp. rOlJf1rt~I.on 
ackllOli/illdges that young peopiO? want to ma~,," a posi(iw d, f"""",ce in the" own 
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I veS ~n~ in ti>Qir c\>l1lmun~i~~, YoooSl p<K)pI(I ~r .. ocliv",ly illvulwd jfl Ih~ 
ja'ICiOpmCllI and do ivery af aI( the Foundmion'3 initinti~c~. Ono mk tive, 
AatNow', i~ "- w~b·bltSed ~ervice th~t wi l provide ),OlTl(l people with i1formation 
aM suDpart On oow they can become i<wolvoo in i5SLJe5 Or CllUseS in Ih~ir 
c()l1lmlJllily that lh<ly otr .. p~ssionat ... about. 

~'~OO~W:i'~'~'~O;!O~"~S.~~~O~'~'j'~,~~~~;~:~~~~:~~~'~ media and traininQ 
~o Vlith an oo'no! 

. i, I ITI ti a ranga of topes, participate 
and lJocoroo Involved in lhg e~ch,mq .. uf 

i1fOrmnt~i~~:W~j':';':";'~'~;~:~;~;;~~ Ill. Rccent {l~iat;ves nclude' , 
f"'opl", out 
,ef'Olls w,m. ulilisw by i 

-ha US Ad Council le ~ nQn-protit or9""i~tio" whiCh prodoo" . di"lrit>ut9s e.r.d 
Pfomot(lS public seNiCe oampaign3 on e range ot issues. A recent C~'llpnign. 
'eight Moonequiroi.'lll1', tacu,,-,ed on improving youth r.ivic "ng~g~meflt and voler 
p~r1icip~tion It ;,walved tele\iisioo and radio ad!l aimed at gelt l1g yo..ng pMplfl 
' ''iOIwd ill ;,~ue" thllY ~· .. rll .. bout, wlufl tlleril)\l .. "d vutir >g (WIl 
www 1[ ohtm~nn 90 uI nlsm ,Q!Jl J. 

'Rook the vow IS a non,pr(lt ~ org(\ni3atioo V1hiCl1 aims 10 en(j(l.ge YDlJr'IQ people in 
the palitical process in the Unil~ d StatM and draw atlentian to ,swe~ of concern 
10 ynung ren~. It cnmd in ~tp.s IKltp.r r~gistrlllk>n nri",, ~ ~r>d ,.,<iLl'CM"'" "ffoll" to 
fnSUre yO lX1 g people exercisB their right to IIOte. Youth wtture ," halnEss"d in the 
~TUf1l(,lti{)ll '-"~. cafDp.ligru; , many of whio:;h f"'<ltun. ~'illh proW", cilkolJri"'~ .,dudi,,!! 
mus ic ians. aotors, at rtGlas and comcdial1$, In the 2004 aleotiO(lS, 1,2 mll,on 
peopk> lOok advantage ollne Drgani$D.lian'5 onli'lo ~Ol!lr rc o i~lmtion facility, and a 
lu~her <!OO,OOO registered 8S apart 01 the flock the Vote Bus I our acroo~ the 
country (~e~ www.mdtMv<>tfl.r.oml. 

-_._--



t:1KW,H ..... es for w.&!~i.-..y &4 !;l.(o".4s.s1.w. 

T/l9r9 ~ I'" set IUIff\ !or Il sl.t!mIsSfOn to the committee. SubmiHlQnS may be made us .. " 
the incuiry rttpOn::c lomJ Of 1/1 lfIe Ion'n 01 a IIo!Ier. a su""tan~al paper or 8. short 
c\nC:UItelll ena t/Iey m ... y nct\lde a~. Sl.bm;s~~ mily(,"OI1I3i.~ faCli., opi'liurts, 
llf9\MT1enl~ /Ind r""""lm.,diltiQrI\l klr action. TOO mo&t uoohJ SlJl)ml£slons arc \0 the 
po.ll. 

The oanmltt .... wuuld prv(yr written 5\1t)1l1ft;slons. but wil! :111;0 :lCOOpl Gubmissiona on 
... ~dio Iajli. For written &ubml:l3iom.\YP6d or priflled lex! i~ pr~ef.llbJe, IhnllQh legjhlft 
han6-minon 3~~ion~ ~re IIOOflpt~hIfI. NIJmbHedpllOl'S and, 'Cl submi1sion$ in 
exoe~ 0120 page_~, ~ briet SUIT'IIIliI')I and ii tabIw oj c;u"lt!Ill~ ill also ~lplul. 

AI. r.ul)mlssi0n3 mUM irIc ........ !he ""~ Md eontacl delaih 011119 Pfti1~ ... , ~ Ill .. 
• ~ioft. T"",,-," making a P.Jbm1i; ,pqn 00 . l><.-halloI.-n OflPfll5adon __ "'...,..~ III 
wtw ,-,!he subtnissiun h;r.; bMo au\!lOl1SGd (og s\.lb-QOfl'Wl'lltCO. vrcsidool. CNjr. (l1C.). 

Pl.blic O~kH" rn.'l~ m ake s.Jxroiss.;;.rJ~ u prN-l.hl ml'lidualll . HOWfNg(, 1I reterenoe is 
made III a wbtnin:;,,1'l l() tnvirofTict.1 posHIon, ~ showo;! ais() ~o mncio ~ar IM.t tne 
~u L.m;nIOl'l Is maaeln a private C3PD.c-ty. SubmisSion3 trom govemml!l<1t Mpartmenb 
shOUld ~G aUl/1or~()(j in oooordlloo8 wrth normal dt!partml!nt~J ~rnc:erillr~ 

Contllnl and relevance 
A ~$$lQn rna .. t~:IOme or ! l of1he ... ~""" .-lliMd in the '@'!pons" ~ ... ". 11 """'*' t... 
hclprul ,1 k:bm iMions clP.arly """red which ~""" _ Wir19 <IIJoJrwSOld 

nw oommtltGe's 1/3l1l\I procO!dJ ... i.o; ICI plIhI".1y re/ease and tab!.! SUbml$S1Offl i" U .. 
LCgI~aI1v-e As,emnly. Nnt ... 1I .utwnis9ions wil '_''-''''iy b"l'ublls i"wd <lndklr (abNd. T/'IG 
commillee r~~"""~ \1>" Ii9ht IQ flUI p~iI;rl '" lilbk! oortidllmlal &lJtm I&slans. or 
_~u-hmi$5ions wh jell .. ,~ iHl!levoln~ cent~n seurrlbiJs or dGlM1alcry matllrlal, or aro 
atM",,!!. .. l10t 8uit<lble reI publislll ng, ne commitlee wnt inrorm you It H decides not IQ 
accept, er nel to authorise tho p.clicarl(ln et.)IOllf submls~OI'l 

COrmc:r'""_!y 
Thll oorDIIIf!lCe Qltempls to conduct il1 irwlul ...... 1n the most opEWl _Y possibW. ,*,-, 
~ }IOU believe thal your 5Ilhmisslon (ot piOn of ill shotld not Lw ' IliIW pu1:II~, d9artv ¥lit" 
'conlidMl"" on \SIdl pa"", am'!,~ , II t>rUII cov';ng knWf, "!(plain lIkIy}O,. ~iOn 
~houtd be rr,,,,b'<l conlittomlially. Tho COIl'Imi!lOO WlI moo =idol your requrut tor 
confiOOtw!aliry. 

Unal.lthorl.C<I Release 

OnCG the commll!lM rN::eiv~_,,, ~JIlmL~ion, it tw.coole!l <;(fl1 lThllri ~'QpWrty and shOlJId 
not be puilll$h$:I w~hout thy cOllllnitlri', ;wlhofisatitm. Publication of a $ubml$sion 
WlIhnul t .... o:o" .. nitliH's allthcr!&aIlO/'l tn8-Sns 1h31lhal pulJicallon 1$ nOl prctecled by 
parli<a'l*lI3ry prtyilege nna may 8rfIOUllllo 8 conlo!mpl 01 P"rIlilmIW 

AJllOutlmlnktna !lhould b~ unl to 

" '"h, R"H.,,,,h n;rectOf 

:. Con! lili ti"" ,,1 Md Adminis!rative I'\avillw C"rllfn ~tey 



SubmhilOlon6 clan on Wodn8,.d~y, 30 NQvember 2005 

Exlensions to the ClOnlr.q d~te may be given. 11 you need more time to milke a 
~ubmission. Of if you require lurtoor Inlormation, contact the comm ittee's secrClarinJ on: 

I elephone: :07) 3400 1007 
Fa:>: (07) 3406 7070 
Em"jt k;"rs; @p~'lia'nerltuld.99v .au 

Copies 01 tl1:s papar and all other puI;Ilioa~OIls by tho Legol and Constitutional CommlMe 
~M avaio-hl!! on !hI! Inrnmp.1 >M the committoo's home page at: 
www_D",liam""t_qld.gov_ij lJioornrn ~ 8e<;/l eg a I reV him 
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Con1-3.ot (e.Q. phone mmlber): 

Emui:, ~ ...... " 




