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yDl.<:Y vriu. 

The 8im ol Olis h'IIIJi'v h; IQ rrliIM pr.lcticaI rll&Omm~ 10 
'1'1<:'_ ... lnterMI and "",.dcipoIliun of YQUIlQ peop< .. in O9/l1Qeracy In 
a.-"~ 

ThII commlnee wtIl'C to iteM from young people, In per1lwfal , >lbn~ 

~ wIIa! I. I"W<iIdoId in Ovwosland; 

~ W~Q! w ll v.or1<; 

~ "fIla! ....... ' 't; and 

;'!fo wnot ~u wlInt I<l do or experierr.e 

We WOlJd ttbO I~e to hear Ir<lm ~"peoplo!! in Q,""'"" .... nr:I ",1'10 h .... e an 

intGr95t;" young peQpIe. 01 i'I yotM"lg p&C~ elllJd9nll lr. rlI'Irmr.r./l"Y 

To MIp you 10 ftt iok a boul, dj""U!:s and WlOp.-.d IQ trnm9Ni rWvaflllO 
he in""iry. _ 1vt~ .'IeI OUI b<!lowsom". 

!.t . ItSUK; lI'I(l 

\' A);.1m~~ 01 w~te<} es stJW"$I~ OX" h.d ~b:..-..I"",II. 



Educalion/lnformatiun 

It is Ih~ jub of IhQ Eloctoral Commiwon Quooostand (ECQ) to ensure thaT people 
enrol and VOle at elections. To do this, the EGO uses education and awareness 
programs (e.g-. postcards, posters and ~hnOI vi~i!s) . 

., ~~,t'i!O''''. til"'_",iIP.;'';f'''_''''.''''·iI! I!l ~~w~.j'9;g\ . .:I~_;,> :c,'!C~;:;.\-,,;-": "J:''''\('~;''c(' .<~'_" "'~2"~"-'i ~:;>;'. 

NP.W;o,.,M 

In 2003. Elooti<In~ CMnd1 pnrtnere<:l w!lt\ CIObIe in th .. CI .. ~~room 10 develop .. 
new voter education prog~m klr stlldents. incJuding a rn"!l~t challenging J>II"PI .. 
aged 16 to 16 la C",,'ll" 3(}.~econd pu/>lic service annOOI'O:;:Sm~nts on l.Oideo tell;I19' 
t~r ~rs why f-te dernOC~lic pr''';''"'' ~ voting ar ... important. 

TIll! UnItEld Kingdom Electoral Commission's '00 Politics' aim~ to gel young 
PC4lle involved in democracy. It may ~ acees3<'ld at: WWW.d90Qltic~.CQ.uk.·Do 
Polties' OOnduc1.s works~ 1Ind eV<lnts, Mid ptnvidM n'",,,,,,,,,,,,,,rod tr~inin(l 
BerMS lt1~ UK for )"'lLJng pM'ple. 

In Austra~a, a ... Yuuth El~ctOf<lI Study (YES) found that Bome lnc9n~\IQll woold 
attract ~ first vo19. Young POOpj8 said a tax break artha use of promotional rOCk 
concerts would bo the most effectIVe incentives, bulthere IVM Illso ~ome support 
for he noli.m that inaentivM shoukl not be nef!"'d M vnli"!J L, ~ ,.,.,~pnn,ibilfty 
thlll comM with diYf\n.'hir. 

Arka..r/"C·"'~_~c,""-:_f.,-, __ ,~« / v"/~;r ,-"'&:,..,. 
kb-L I ... v .... re /l/".-. .... , •. ,{>~,,'", .. ",.Ij-!U..~<c_"..h-aAL 

~'""""'".".~~~-"&,·"<--.<c·cG'"/",c._--C~r'A~ _ _ . I ,;4,../ __ ---.L-t •• ~_ 
.p-=--k,,:'."~~olf·C· _VV"d'C"kV/-c...~~";{c· ~,~,."{".~ ______ _ 

Voter registration 

In Australia, cach person filial complete an enrolment form to regi~er to vole. 

~ ~,r:OfJki.IM £(J(;)_, mtlklJ'il. ofl,Sier -ror $.!;llrinC~it('J," ~fOJ, flr'Jd ./:Ie«Id:Ie 
P.l ~tQYri&!? _' ': ,'. ", ., . . 

N,w id/!~, 

In seme countrkm, registration is done by the government sa that pe-ople ~rll 
automalical'lrr regi.~~f...-1 wh"" Ih~ rellCh voting age, An international re PJ rt by 
loo tM!itute lor Derr.;>CI<lcy and ElliCloral A~sistance, Youfh V[)ler P..,rtidpafion, 
iUW"~ls aulom:otic mgislralJon by lhe qovernmom rather than it bCiflQ a (fuly of 
each person to (lnre!. 

O!Mr('.OlXllrie~ enable people to r~isl .. r~! ~ puI'ng slaHon on "Ie~ti(}n d~y, or 
on·fill ... 

111 Canada, Electicm Canada idl!r1titi~" people who have tu"ned 18 throug;, 
i<lWmA.tion provided by, tOf exampli. 11 ... lax off"'" .<rlQ nl<)tor V"ll>c1e a.yis(",s. 
Tlw Ch .. r Elocioral OIflcir wrnGS to lhese people 10 ask them Ic cor:l1rm that :hey 
al9 (lfgltJle to vote ano consent 10 bein\l incl~ded In t~e ntltionlllreOister. 
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Polling stations 

In Qucorl1llano, polling Bt()lionG are vsually locQto(\ ill SChOols or hal s J~O are open 
betw6<3fl Barn Bnd 6prn, 

j Hi>W. atJ<;ki-th,r!::CQ mBk£!ressier !pr jItJOOiip~m-c.-~fmcjtvde" 

Ne\\' ideM 

I" ",.;",,1 Canadiaol el9Cllcns, Elecllons ClOnada irltfod\ICed mor~ po Is iIllOCiltions 
to V/t', lch young peOple have easy ac;:css, sl.lCll as near stud8nt fe&idooc(Ys and 
Lmiversity noj<JrlbOUfhOodS. , 
In Ganfldi\, polHn8 .<;tati:>ns ar~ open for t2 r.:..Jr.<;_ 

D .. 1e9at;o,,~ Ifuru 11 ... Australian EI .. ctoral Cumrnission ,."d U"" Vid .... ian E",dorai 
Commis. ion OO.lIrvOO eioclronlc vOllnq pr00ll8~\i~ at \il~tions h1 tI1<i USA, UK 
and lroland bo1\vcen ~ and ~OU~, fhe delBgaHonG considered the different 
options that ere availablft. tMir II.dvanla~e~ and disadvantages and how each 
option wmJ d w it M..tralt..'$ wrtillg ~y~tl!m~, Thp. rlelp.g"lion" mcorrmended e­
vCltir"iQ be m~de available to certain CIaS~8S r:I voters foGluding vo1~!;'" Ant~rcti~a, 
VQle'~ .. li , vut"", with ~ <Jw'S~;t' VOl<!rS (s .... 

_I lOoo 

A r"'~""t ,"'r>orI cl thP Vi~r",i~n :-;(On Itiny of Ator_. "n<1 R"'OI,IItim_. r",mmit!f\",. 
Vidrlrilln E~tmnic Democracy, con3idered ~IOClronic liOting_ n reccrnrr1flr1 o..cI 
111><1 Vicloi"iiln I!iQC\ioo" ~hol.lld rKlt be curiducwd rvrllQlooIy Yia inl",m~li<.>rl a! Id 
cOOlITlIXl;catlQns tllChno~gies In lha naar luturG, bLJIldootifkld th~ following key 
adllanm\lCo of remota v01i1g sySlOtnS: 

gssy scce~s for travCll\ars and diSUb.,(\ people; 

pro .... dil)!:l an intoosC9 for oloor tllehnoloqlBs su~ as I>cr~<in re~oor~, Braill .. 
computcl5, mngn~iers 0/ alternalivc da!~ ontry s)'!ltcm~; 

allowing lor me easy ond choap distritJIJlion of DaltOl papers i1 di~\lrOOi 
langualles: 

irstantaneows prcoossing: IInd 

allOwing voters fO 000055 a wKle fanQe al 01her iniormnfion 'lIhiIo considering 
ancl ,,,,,~b"'J their VQt~ 

!.--I--- r .. .,;~-/~- ,Leo 

/;","""-"'-



Advance voting 
Gt.rflntly in o.-nsjand, if you can'1 vote al your nearest paling booth on iI1e day 
01 a stlte ~1a.1ion, !Opecial arranglitminl>l can bQ madlit for you to c~st your'1019, 
8uch as by ad\l:mce \IOting in person or postal voting, ThOIlc options ore (IVllilatk 
in o~ly sane circumstances, for ~XM'lpll!, ~ yt'ltJ: ,..;~ be inter.llatll cm roJlin<J rlay; 
h~ve a disability; or can'l vole on Ittat day becausi 01 relio;lio\J'" beli .. ls, For furdwr 
illlorrmo.!ion, see "f)'Il'q!cQ,qld,gqy,,1!J,1. 

New ideM 

In!h9 UK, postal vo~ng is available to any eligiOIe voter on reql.lCsL A person may 
applylor po~taI YOling for a particular alec~on, 11)( a oortain period of time or for on 
future elections, 

To f~~ilate VOti1Q, the s\at\l 9O'I''''Tllnent """Id cJtoclar .. 1I'" day uf ,. ~I .. t~ .. Io;.,;lion 
~ IJUbi.: hol'day or iictl9tlullit an "Iaction for a day oth9r ttlan a Saturday, 

In /urulC, 'oIQC1ron~ voting were to be intrOdllOed. for example, it need no! 00 
necessary to have!ll1 'elo!Clioo dII)I. with al votes C!'IsI on the same .t.y. Vrning 
coctd lake p!ac,"" Inr '"')(~~. over an 'election wet!k' 
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CIO$1it of roUs 

Cur'9mly, alWr a state election is callOCI. people havo IlalWOOl1 5 and 7 days 10 
rO<;Jiotcr ta vOle. 

Newjdea~ 

" 

Prior to ttH! 200~ fooGrai GI(lCt~, the Special MInister of Stale, Eric Ab9!:'. 
projXISed mat 

Ih" ,",l<l~lnrallOll ca dosed to fleW vote.-.. on the day thE' al~fon writs wool<! be 
;3SU<!d (usually ~,~ d .. y th~ election i. announced); and 

pco~1o wishinQ to change their enrolment detail~ b~ lIiv~n threll dllY~ to dl so. 

Thl!; propoSal did nO( procced a~ i1 \\oO.S not supported by the non-goverrwnON 
parties. 
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Fixed <!lo;cli,m dIly 
In Quoonsland, there Is no tiXM elecllon day lor SUite eloctiOll$. 

A lixoo IIlec1ion day collld allow improved clvic$ educallon COLlrIiIjil, mock·lIler.>lions 
and 01hCf 3tral11l1ies encouraQiflg )'OIJnQ people's engagemont with elections to t)() 

pI.nned in ~n""mCl' (5"" Mi",er). For ",~~mpl"" ,,/i~ed eleclion day ... aJld alow 
Cl'flCS ewcators to pliln arod cundud tlKiir ~ouos"s in piira"eI with an election 
camp.ltgn. 

1}Cl<iy?u thirlk.lmp~t;Wt;s~iJd-.a{rir1 'k> "'JWo1'I1WIii/ll'~ k>t!lOVfifllfllffl,il 
l!f,wOOIlSirter (H.'hdi1g6 tofiiDa lCmlo/CctiCf!s1. " _'~ -,' " 

New ideas 

In QOO"'l~land, ~~clions tor alllociO.l govemnwnt auth",i!io<5 ~'" y"""",[ly t,..k.I 
everytcu[ years 00 the last Snturday in March. 

\< 

---"--"--

~ew voting system 

In Quoorn;ltlnd, a l1'111lam of optional prcforcnt,(ll vOln g iG 0000. fllarn G/lOOl (lDOUl 
'or'v' i~ a~a;]~ble from: Wlvw.ocQ.gld.ooY_AY_ 

DO you tfliJJk .YoungpeO;?iO)VDUld 1J9J1I<lrCfikqli!9:,v~t8)1 fhC, \-Cling t:r.;rem 
was ~d ~O',!.hIl1 C#~did8!8S(W11I!~_ OI),c,erta.-'friWJ~' of Pll,tpcU/qr intere.st 
IQ ypung, peopiA *"'r~m~ likel1;ti1 ge(Ii,I,.";')dd::'And,,M_WI a ,vaicei(l 
pdr',j"melJt~ , 

N~w iw", 

\; 

Appendix 0 contalls a r~vi3Bd version ot ~ p~pef prepared for an nqlilf}', Hands 
CO! f'"tIi~manl, by the Lp.!J'It aM Cn,,-.ti!utin"'l.l Committee of the previ~ 
Parliament, It provk1~s irtiorm"tjo " "bout QUI' wtill\,l system and ways it might be 
changoo to provio", mor", di'Nrsity In candidate. -mo might be ",!ecled. 

M i~ QueenslllJld, the votin~ 3ystem in the UK makes it very dif/iOUt for 
can rid8.t"" fmm minor p"rti"~ to!J"t eler.1eM_ In May 2005, :'IOrM SOO ,OOO school 
stujenl!i in the UK YOl~ in" mock ~I .. ction to coocide with tlw gerJeral elBClion.s 
n.... sludilnts V0100 for \hg actual candldatg~, Thll fisults showw that th'" 
elucicnte woro .:lt1ractod 10 parties which ran elHldictn109 on certain isslles: for 
example, ~tudents who fe~ P~~~~Mte abolllllle environm~nt votad tonlle Graen 
Party_ Despite f~il ill g to have a """gle c<lndio::tate retll"ned in the gen~I~1 ~Iections. 
the G r .... n Party sElClI"ad 45 out of a possibllil 349 seats in rile moc~ ",,,,tion. 

I'roportlOOw repfesentat~n voUnO, which ~ used tor Senate eleGtlan~ in Austmlia, 
rrnvide~ gre~l"r "PlX'rtlll ity For min e.- p",,1i"" la win se~l" 



VOling age 

In A,,"trn~~. )101] must bI'J 18 years old to vole The minimum voting age ir> olhf!l" 
CQUrllriis ranges; from 1 ~ to 21. 

The rnir>lmum ages set ~ th~ law IQ( oU,.,,- "ctiv;t"~ ~,.. ri.ted 'il .. ppelldl>; B. 

t) ~t(iiii'~····~~rW'!ii>·-1N:?4,ifi-·--m-;W1ii'~-@J;g'-lf.:th 
ntvwog,'a?ifl,~~k,7!f;;81i0DIdYcll,jgSrt;~rid#s~;~Jl~~~t,;,>--,~-

New jdeas 

In Apr~ 2004, following« projllCt on thlil;tg;l 0/ ai9CIolal majorily, th<;I UnilOO 
KlIlgdom ElectQraI Commission recommended tl1.:!t the mirlimum 3.Qe for a~ leVIIls 
of votino- iI1 public eIooliorul in the UK remai1 at18yeamlortMtimebeilg. TrIO 
LJK Clectorll.i Cornmissino a<Ms~. howe~, that ~ erpected tn und/lr!;lke a 
fLXfler lO<mal review 01 1h~ 'nilioorn ~i!l!lIl9\1 wilh~1 a. r ... lher fM1 to seven 
y ..... s. It .. ncouraqW th .. ~""mmllf1l to considijr iflit;iatioQ a wkWr mv;" .. 0/ the 
a.ge 01' majority. 

In 2000, a report on changing toci~1 ~nd legAl trameworli:s lor}'<lUng Au:llral~ns 
!ootId lIl!!.t, despae seme interest in gett~ more involved in their community and 
~I ~'Ov"'fnrr.",nt d"",is;orl·m~kin\l prooess"., young P"~1e ""'''' quil .. raltJC1a," to 
clam tlw righl am! 'aspon~Ib~lty of hailing tha voja YOl.l1gar than at aga 18. Tile 
majOrity (74%) 01 yOI.l1<J poopjo inVoIvod in loo /'Csoarch said that they wern n01 
readY or interested In <Jetting involved !!liormel politiGal procwse3 such 3G vOfin!:l 
before they were 18. Their fl'lrents "Vreed. w~h a majority (6t%) sugge3ting that 
Y"'''9 r""pt ... Me not m~jure enou'.)h and oot interemd in \I(lting b~"'''' they "re 
18, and Ihal)'OUl19 POOOfl'" >.J1wr 18 hilv,," "11",, ~r .. ~sLX"~ to confrool and cont~nd 
with (1l00 Carson, Fltzg9rald and Roch9). 

Gomp~sory votin~ waa introduce<:l in Queensland In 1\)14 and by ilo 
CoMmonwealth in 1924. Re3s!lrch by MilMr {published in Civic Literacy; How 
fnfamed ('.itjren.~ Maktt Dl!!ft1("X:mcy W",*", U niver.,ity P,eM n1 Ne ..... [ngl~nd, 
Haro'ler. 20021 i,-"jcatOls thid tilOl eH~ <;( introd ucing con !p.Jlsory voting in 
AUh11alia was to brjng abcut a 23% warai incmase in IIOtin~. 

"-1 __ 

Educ"lIl>n in schools 

In Qw!eOSIMd ~chonL., "',,'" i~ no 5ubject c~fled 'd"ic.~ OOl.::aUm' or ';.i!irnn.,hir 
educatfol' PrimalY <lrld s~:onu..,ry .tud""ts I""", "bout do;"''-''-T''""y, indOJdi-lg 
parllamerlt, governnH)111 a~d elections, In a number of different suOjec:s. $tu(jQ'ltS 
also o)(pericncG democracy at SChool. for eXlImple Ihrouijh ~lectioos for school 
cooocil memoor.~ ~nrVor ~dl<)oI ~ader~ 

Edu(:(Ilion obout democrncy 
Ad<i~ionlll edlIClltioMI opportunit~~ relevant to d",",ocracy "dude 

, 
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visits to t)w QU9lmsl~nd Par~amenl, or 10 a [Qgional5ittiny of tt"" ~1Sland 
PJrliamant, (IIld oducutionUI activities provided tr,' Pm~amcntruy Education 
~~S;"M 

,"I~tofal GWcalion actlv~IElS conducted by ttw Au.lraliall Eloct<Xdl Com"tis~'J!l, 
such as tct'<)ol visits, 

For slud!ni! 

WhiV'~~, :,!%il",d,.tiJPal '1k(,)K'piri'?Y i¥.1',':y(!,:{ !fM,rri. ~boI.t or 
tp'l!"fI18i.lCM~II1C?C;n~r-Y~ JIOJJfs';fXxjJ1 ,">,:,:,'::,.-":::j,,:>,., .. ':::' , ,'., 
wli,:>t-'mow wUla. ,-ilCt1oQf$, .. 9Q, tOf!f1C.~"JiJ(j;fo>JtW~'dwrfO'lfaCy,"lld 
pr Cpa fq'Y()(J: ,GO //l;)!,'yPu Bro' well Intoime~. ?(1if·cotttd~i#.:-;j/»Ulcngaglng In 
(jij{r)rjcr'i3riy? - . . .. ,;,.~,:" .. -

For t,,~chers 

!ii {rOYi~5 ywd~hij)l'iJP#P<ld"ciilicslJduciJ.IiM.M4jJrMt~'defl)<:.Cfao/?, 
I!i H/h/d:Vd :skliki:JI~ b",/.i'lUiil PtfIPiliW} (I J;Jlg8~il(a:i!iiir!<:r.!q? . -

NoIw idwlO 

In pre vious inquirie", Ih~ Leg~1 arld Con~lrllJli<>n1l1 Committee and the LeQlI1 IInd 
r.nMlihJlional C-omm itt .. es ot \!1e 491h aoo 50\11 Par1jament~ h;w", m~M 
recom~ions ..bUUI civb .,oocalioJ1 in Oue~nsland_ Similar 
r!lComm'mdalion$ hiiviI OOiln maoo by many o\h;l, Au~tra 'an txxlJes in ,,,,,,,nt 
Y$aIS, A ~st 01 some of these rocomroof1dutioos is set out in appomlix C, 

TM Constlutianal C!!nl,e of W Rslem Austr~ti" was MlabiJshed to encouraQ<'l 
fl!""lrle nf a l aOO"s to leam about the We~te,~ At"lra'~n rolitir.1I1 ~y!ilem ~nn hnw 
to activ~y >,ad~ ipal~ in il. It <.>Ff .. ", dis"'~ys on It ... Consl~uHon and aspects 01 
dtiZ"fl~hip aoo political history, Th" ElilCtoral Education C.ml, .. is Im;al .. d W~11 i1 

Ih~ sam" eomplox, a~d provides i11oracWo programs aftowlng p~~ to cas] a 
vOle. discover tM oliQl1S 01 demOGracy and I.mdomlnnc:l how the vo~no s,{<;lOm 
.... nrk3 (~ ......... vw."""ntr~ "'?o!)QV ~!JI\nr1tp hIm). l'r<Xlr""'~, 1""_,,,nl. <1 in waY" 
.... hich engage young people, are also cooducted for Y'hooI ~tLl(\oo.nts vi<.~"'!J th~ 
C"rtO's, T~a~1wr r~SUIJrce kil5 c"",pkJm~nt Ii'~dl program. Resource Oore_ on 
various topics ~r9 avallablo to schoots In remotg areas. tn a<!ditio~, thil 
COnslitutional Cenuo has developed nn 'Out Roncn Pro9ffill1' WhiCh inVONSS a 
network 01 local peapl8 in rur~1 and rBmo!e ar@MotWesternAuslrallaprovidirlQ 
rrnor",m.~ \(l slL.d~nts in those areas. Some p,ogr~m~ ar~ ~P"'Cij ". 10 Indig"n"'J~ 
cUllmcmitills, 

11 Civics (lrld Citizonship EOJoation wcbsite (wl1ich tncorporatos a previOUS 
'O~coverillg O~mocr..cy' w"bsitei j~ www_civic~3ndci!izen§hi p .odu OU, 

'K;us Vcti"Y USA' is,. n8tional non'projit, no",~arti!.;:'irI oryani.atiurl ttldll(jach~s 
students aOOL( C~iZen$hip, civic rospons ilKity. democracy and potltlo;al 
participation r og ~lher wilh CIMSI'oom act\,,;tiea, students are pro,,;ded wlm an 
opportLJ1'1» to CM!" 'Kids YoUng' ballot 00 electm d~y, "nd lhey vot~ CJI1 th ~ 
s,.m~ c,."di~ .. 11lS ,md i~sU\!~ aii adults. In 2004, 1.5 rn~ion ~hxl""!" turowu out to 
vota for presidential, local and state cancidmcs. Araas with a Kids Voting USA 
prowam MW ahowed ~ voting r~te for regist@red 18 yeElt' Oki9 \\t ll;r, IS 14'/0 
higher than fo< noo·partic~ atillg areas. Sge www.k.dsVQlir .. ly~~ .orc¥. 

All part ot i~o I<ids VOting USA ~cNic o. 'Doub k:J Cl kl~ Democracy' (SEe 
WWW kk1 3'!olingusa,oraIPoub!eChckll1trQ,aepi .... as developed 10 al o'll students 10 
piYtic:ip.a'e", M i\uthentc votn g experience usi"(l a _ b-bMerl voting system 
TI", (,>[,1"". b:lli:>ts 'loIP i cste the candidates and issues a w lt, vot~ for, and pmviu.. 

, 
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.students with practic9 ballots which hay,," links 10 candidam biographies ~nd other 
r9SOUfCQS. Abou135,OOO sluoonts partlclpal00 dlJl"ing Ih(l2O<Y, pr9s~ti.d -.... .. 
'T OOrlS N2 PoIitk;s' is ~ US-b;lsed w\lbsil\l whi ... h uffiifS )"'1.Irl!,/ peoplE' an 
opportunlfy to patt;cip!lle 111 discussIon lorums on topics such as the ecooomy, 
Imeign policy, general political issues, I1l1frmlls Md tM enYironme~l. l'rovislon is 
a~o made for young people 10 cont,itlme to diY;ussions under the bann"r 01 'left 
win!< ... /1;11' and 'right wing corn\lr". S", .. www.t ..... nsn.2wlili\:s.corrifun.msi. 

PClIUl~1 P'lrtllil$ 

__ 
.0' ( .-" • 

Th", 2004 YOUII\l Austra i an of th" Ywr, HUWl Eyans, has sU~CjGsl",d Ih"t youny 
PCoplO1lcel shut oul of mai~strCam party pO~tics. 

Thl! fOrT'lllr Quoonslar.d State Youth AdvlW!)' Counc l lold the committ .. e th. 1 th" 
msucs aoorcssca Ily pOlitKlal pamo~. pattlCulurly ~t mCClIon time, arc <laminated oy 
those relevant ta oldl'\r poopJe and our a.gl'\inO popuJebon. 

Newldea~ 

Or Anadne Women. a lecturer at the Unfver3ity 01 Sydney, researches youn9 
people IInrl po)ifi'_~' ,,1,11 wr~"s thllt. 'The onll a,"" (If participation that rem~in~ 
Jow 10, young peopl .. , and ic1d .... d lor rnost Austrdans, is I'nemb .. ,sh;P 01 poJitc;\/ 
partl9s. Rather than lat>eitlnq party membership decUoo as a~lhy, '11'''' ought to 
see how lIIlappealing po~lical pal1ies have become. And it is up 10 pnni~s to 
involfflll new generO'llion. nIts miaht not be by wO'ly n' j(lffi'l.'l,l mf!mber .• hip; 
illStOlad, pa1(KlS rnighl cunsul! yuung pooopIe on iss,"",s a.r~vanl 10 Ih",i, lives' (see 
Vromenj, 

In the 1 IS, '" n~tionw"""" 511 rrly nI )'<ll1th attitudes fotltld thAI y<ll""J psopl .. w~re 
act;v~ in 1I1«i' ~om,"unit"s bot flot COfi<;OlH,..u al>out "oiiii<;s. As an oulc;(me DJ 
th:l1<lUdy, :l str~lq~y ~doPt<>d 10 ',,--coonl>Ol youlh to <l<>mocracy t ~ th " t, dur~w 
cleaton camP!lign~ , the media otfer youth.moderated camt date debates (GOO 
NAli ooll) Assocfalion 01 S"';reia,ies of Slale) 
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Polltlclan~ 

M~ny reS<lllrcl1 sluolics in l'Iustralia and imcrMtion~ly re'leal that YOUT\l:l ~op~ are 
cyniGal uboI.il the tehavioUf 01 politicians. 

j1 Hr>W ,ctfn poJitk5rMS I/)oW""I\AcG'ros/Oro lfIe faith of young {XJbpJfI in m dll/l'iocmcy: " ' 

New ideRI' 

Dr Arladne Vroman says thal polillclaml only con~idf;lr young people -..-1,.,,, l\ ... ~ 
orO$on1 a problom; tho.t youl'lll peoplo tond to tlo talilod atlout rath<l, tMn 1311<00 
\'I,m: Md that YOUflll poople's perspocliv<lG are rorel;' "",eluded in pu~lK; debate. 
0, Vrom .. n wggest.. that what is "",,<lOO is rnrect evidence cl YOLm9 people's 
~oq: ... rio! nc.e~ ""d argument. based on 5lICh ~¥i(\ooo~ (M" Vrornen) 

In :he Unil .. d Statlls, Cillnilda and Ih .. United Kingwm, whefw wlilg isn'l 
compulsory, a has boon shown that contact with ~l\lcal partlw ar><j caruidates Is 
(In IIT"lportMt element of 'get-out-tha-lIOte' strategies. FolloY/in\! the 2001 Br~ish 
generlll eloct i:m. thfl UK electorsl Commi~~ion identi~ed II ll1ck of c~n~as8in ~ by 
rnlit r.iM_~ a~ a Iik" l;' '''''~ on tnr <1i~5~1i93Ch"" (~tld In .. lummJt) ..mong Ir! t-lim<! 
vct"",,-

"'~(~'~2A~. ____ K""d c_ , _' .. ·Le-,_>:: 
J,~::t._ 

B~in; h..ard 

W o le)'Xll">g people may b" ILxned off pol<lics ~s ~ (Jlrrently "P"r~Ip. .• , rM.ny 
.tudieo; and surveys have found that young P''''P"' '''-'' Yli!fy int"resled in political 
ISSU96 important 10 lMm, The cl1~II(1(1C)e for OQvernmElnts Is 10 engagil \\11th )'Clung 
people, and the Hr~t thing that youfllj people 3S.y 13 that tMy 'l'l'Jllt 10 b€ t1anrd. 

1> Have you US<Jd any of 1/19 ;wcmin;;nt oWQnuniliCS to voiCe yrN( epinions 
l!l about i<,",,,,.~? I law Rifedw" Wa~ ,/'1 



New ideas 

" 

In W<'!!tem ALJstralia, the Civics ilOO Cili~enship Unjt in IMf;, Depi\rlmenl 01 PrAm",r 
and Cabi:let aims III enhanc" ~oclacy in that slat .. lhiough dllics eciucatOJo 
and tIlo promotion 01 an Mtlve c,lflzenry, The goal is [l community where all 
Western AlJStralia.ns are v~lued ru! alzens, where ih~' play a signilicant role in 
!>A~il1g policy priorit~ and where they twlp shape the n<oture 01 their society (~..,..,: 
ww.., .c'jilen $PI(.l!1 ...... a.\I2V .alll!. 

Or Ariadne Vromen sugoeats ihat. 'Youna paople have a broad mnae ot 
economic. social. ~nrl p<llilical e><pilf"~e~' annlh,,' we ",,~d!() 'crAate nr;lusive 
forms of governance tllal recognise and build ~po:1 dalerent ways of ttlaOng 
communilias. Thosi in pow",r nwd 10 Wslsn to YOUfl;l pwple mor~, andj'QlJllg 
~o's diverso viows and experience!) need to be articulutea in the !OOdia'lsee 
VrOOlCO). 

.------------

New ide~5 

In 2003, the COllYTlisslon lor Children and Y0U19 People was Invited to participate 
ill a committee lor the development 01 n sports nnd roomntio/1lnoility lor young 
paople on Palm 131and in NofIh Queeosland. rhe Commessioo underli'1ed the 
importance 01 the oommKt .. " a~king ynung reapl .. what Ih~yw~nt~d The ;";"'ue 
('" 11", Coo(. (oi~~io" w .. ~ nul -Su «(lJl;i< 7!UW do ...... ;IIvvI"", U!ir<.lf .. " ilJ 11, .. uuiIUi"!J 
or 11'$ /a"'7i1y" uul rath...- "flOW ~'o we g!ll Ih~ r~cility rtw childfflfl w;mt?". 

In 20(13, in Pnrramatta in Sydney, a Youth Jury presented I'OUI"l\l people wiih 
prll.cIicaJ opportun~ie~ to ~1!.m and di~cuss the div .. rsp. inlp.re.ts and concerns ot a 
wide variety of young propl .. across the Parramatta region_ Part:dpanls learnood 
aboull .... mwork, n"yotialion sl<iRs amJ loo pow .. rs 01 gowrrll"Tllffit. This ""alll'<lll 
thlilm to form r~allstlo recommBlldatiOl1s 10 support the needs 01 the collective 
youtll of Parmmatta. 

The aim Of the Youth Jury WQS to Qssi$t with bridQiI"l\l racial iIltoleranoe nOO 
oultural diversity among)'<lung people of P1!.rr~m~tt~_ 

The recommendations ot the youth Jury were aOned ~t key gnv~rnmenl &'1<1 
cnmr'llmi:y arganisation5 of Parr"matta_ 

rt ... 4 .y4'---±."'~-------fJ-~~P 6: 
----'=L •. ~/- . ____ ~_ .... _ " .. _. ____ ~. __ . 
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Taking action 
Young people wanl to be ilC1Nely involved III demoorooy. Voting at elcGliorlll is onlY 
OnB ,"ay of being involved in a democratic ~odl!ty, 

:,ij Wl'ikh of ~ folli:Jwiilg "lOtlvilil!-' MY/! yoottairlM"Ou!iW'r.vo(JIit you like 10 carry 
19 oo/?' ':' 

A~lvlty 

VoIlXI1<>Ortrlg 

Inilkltir'9 or pa.-lieip"'iny in ~ "-"'at 1",,"10 r>"c;..;t 

Imt .. hrlg er "ionlO'lO ~ p",~"," 

Altf!nolng a ,ally "r proles! 

T ""''''il rMl in ~ ~ki~~ 

8alng 0 mcrl'lllOr 0\ ~ polrt ic ~1 PM'I 

""''\J ~ " .. ",1.><0, ut ~ Ir~"" UI , on . 
~crrl\l 0 "",mDeI 01" .tOOoo! union 

[lQing ' rm>mbio, of .. ron"lI"wmmQ(lt 
O<Q3.niSOMn'M'>lCl> lobbies govcmmOOl(c,g. Tl'iO' 

WI<Ir=e" 3oc;.,ty, ""''''~>ty inI-o.'WJoo~1. 
Groonp,,,.,ol 

COnlOOllf'l!13. poli~ci ... n or Io<oal Qovomrn<>nI 
co<.",ciIlD' 

F'arlic"' .tin~ in ~ Y<;>I)!h Paoi"rTI ~"t 

Being involved in e Yo~n, CO c.l1C' 

B.lng Irwc4wd In an organlntion '<'inch S<!~. W 
repr'lGenl the lliewa of 'fO""'1 peop le (e .<;. YOUI1Q 
Au'tri'Ji"" Ruf~1 N~~k) 

/11\1., <\""& \~o"ld ~ke!Q 
(.J or") dG (-< an,) 

-:-::J CJ 

C;;.l (7) 

I/) [l:) 

(3) M 

G~ CJ 
DJ :0 
1Y1 ''') 

W ;z:J 

lA 

IZl CZJ 

I~I G!J 
QJ G 
W " 1 '~~.' 

Ywnq pgoplo say that to tw "nq~d In dlMll""""~Y th"y n.,.,u thing>; ""(;/1 as: 

tltormation; 

oppor1unWes 10 actiwly ""gage in democrocy; 

an iooa abOut what can be aChieved realistically; 

s""ce.~ in whir.h to me,,1 ~nd rI "CLl~": ar'id 

acc<ilss to tlls in1<i1rnllt, phOlo<;oplors, sic. 

~ What assi:;-t .. ncli or ~r=urilgerOOl.lt do f"U f)f)e4 from gCVi'iMlM! to lakl' 
!.t action about thO! Iswes you '~sl past>lpn~1O! about? 

:'1e>l idea" 

Brisbane City Council has OOVll~P<ild 'Visiblillnk', ~ '.'II/b,it" wh'~~: ~b!/s you"y 
people to have 0 say in the Counci l S prc>;JmmG, Trm wcbsilo COI1taif>s i!lformatloo 
about how yOU1g reo)~~ ~~n h~¥~ their My, ~vent, /01 )'<lung people. Irl KS to 

J 



feSOlXCes and a forum thmugh when YI)/!I1Q P"<>r18 c.~n p.Ypre~~ the,r opinions. 
Th~ Council h;ls also ~ruvided you"!! )l<>OV1 .. with art'1OS around Brisbane where 
thgy ca'1 C(lmtl togtllhor la meet and organise actiV1Ues and proleels of Intarm;t 10 
tIlOOl. Theae areas ara accessible 10 young people and wellresourcad (OO(! 
.......w. "islJ le- ink. 0roll 

Tho Victorian GovornmclI1 pradUC)od a handbook for yOUnQ people on howlhllY 
call creale change In Iheir corrrnunity_ The handbook providea suggootkln~ on 
how young f"""Ple CM ~t active 00 a project they feel pa~"iooale al".<lL1. and how 
they can im~;,;,m'HlI that pruj>lCt (£"" "'''''''''Y0'J!h.)(c.gov.1uffidt!<!TYf'SbQ?1i3 MO. 

Thol Foundation for YOUllg Australians ~ a non-profit organisation dadfoate<l to 
del'eloping innovative inii8tivM fhm support end empower YOlIl\l people aQed 12 
to 95 The FourK!atioo provides seed-funding 1(1( idea, . proactive~ M"k~ (".Cl­

lur>oJ"ng kl suppo.t inil;a~~s afld hslps Ih" '''';ipiomls slru:;lu." th~, .. "rw" to 
..".u"" long-Illrm sustainabl lly_ each ~~r, Iha FO\.JI1d<'ltlon managlls" portIoIlO of 
gr<lJlt5 totaling MOUl S6 milio>n_ At leM12S% of 10131granl fundillQ is dadicatad to 
initiatives spocifica~y de.«igned to benelrt young Indigenous Ausiratianil (see 
""""". YQun® ll.~!@ij~n~. org). 

"--
----~-~.-----.-- . 

. - -.--.------- .-.- - ~-

New idft"~ 

" 
Tha YOUlh Electoral StUd'! (YES) fOUr)(j that paren'lll are regarded hy YOLn;l 
poople a5 the m08t imoortarlt 80urce 01 intormatio/1 about votinO. T elovision and 
n&mpapers lire the Ml<f most impnrt"n!. MWPVllr young people vi~w theslI tetter 
~OlIo'I"es w;th -sOfTIe -scepticism. 

---_ .. _----_. __ .- -- -~ 

ij WhM ro~ GIIIl non--g.:",enlm<'!t1/ focXl~fia/1i1.:nr cnmfT'{,,,i!ylltgan~f/OOS play 
" in gsffr"ng }KXIng p<iople iildivil .. nu!llvo/Ited with demOCtilcy7' 

N .. w id~~~ 

The fr1sj;if<, Fou1r.laliu" ("1I1l wwW.; ... ;piI~.Q.g.au) is" ,,,,,Iio.-, ;al non-profil 
foundalion v.tl i) h aims 10 create opportun~les lor YOUi"\9 A~'!l1rallans, prtncip!il:y 
agod between 16 and 25, 10 help themselves and others. I he Foundation 
ackll<'lwl~rlge~ lhilt yoorog p<'>ople want to m~k," a P'J-sili"", dffl<Yel"£'~ in their GWn 
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~VI!S 3n~ in Ir.o;r cnmmllfl~ies. YOt""3 people are actively in\lOlvpd in the 
diN"'OPll '''' I1 H'.u delivery of JII tMII Fwrrdatim'" il~i .. tiw\i. On~ inil io-liv", 
'ActNoW', Is a web-based serYico lhul wil provide young peopl9 Wllhn/ormatlan 
and 3UpPOrt on oow they can b~me invol\led in issues O{ causeo t1 their 
r.nmmLlnity th~t tMY are passionate aboot 

l/ib .. Wlre Youth Services Is a yolunteer -basoo, non-profit youth m<loia ;/,oo Ilainin<;j 
WfllCh r between Hi ood 30 with an online 

people Ol.ll 

,; 
with oth9r 

reports wer~ ujiiiMd 

, " 

Tll~ US A<.I Cuurn;il i"" nun·f."of~ org"nis~ti(}f' wl<i<-t' produ\.'<IS, diWjOe>:es and 
;;>romot{l~ pliJlic &QNic9 campaigns on a ran~Q al issu",s. A riClini camp3i~, 
'Fight Mannoquillism'. tooussed on impro\lirl<;lI'<)U1I1 civic oll\lagCITI()fl( and voter 
par1icipatiOll, 11 frwoNed te~vi~ion Md r~io oos tUrned a.t QeUi"lg )'Oung people 
rwokloo in L~sLJe" they CM~ ",!>nut, ""tun",,,rj;,g ~nd voting isee 
"".,w . fi ghlm ann eq Y; n;"m. 0:-4)_ 

'Rock thQ VO!ll' I, ~ nOlI-profit organisatloo whicn aim~ to .. ng~gl/ you,," pl!Qpll/ in 
1'16 political procoss in the Un~()d Staws and draw attentioo to iSsues 01 concern 
10 young. p(lople. I1 coordinate~ voler relOIS1r!ltiOrJ driVelS Ond c<:lu<Jali<Yl ef!(l!1o to 
ensure YOlJflO poople exerci:<;e their right 10 vole. youth cu~ure"" h8(~~8ed ~ the 
rrOl"l""lOtion 01 ~s campaigns, many 01 which f"alwo? nigh proii1o~ co?lelde5 inclLJdino 
mu.ici<in~ ... ~1"'s, iillll .. te~ and cornedi""". In th .. 2004 .. r"d kJ rlS, 1.2 m ,l ion 
~"'-'pll/ took advantagll of lOO or~~nlt~tloo'& onlin~ VQll1f reghtf~tioo la~;ity, arid ~ 
funhGr 200,000 regist(lrod as apart o/!ne Rock the Vota Sus TOIJI" ilCross 1I1a 
~ountry (noc www,tQ9ktheyqte.Qorn1. 

-.--~.---
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~l'.[.det~~.e:; for w..af;:1.l'.g a WbI"Als.si.ov, 

There is no ~<;It form for il slJbmis~ion to thll cornmittoo. Submlssioo~ may b9 mild", usirlg 
Ihl! inqLJiry ro~pormc form or in tile form 01 a IettElr, 11 SlJbstootial paper or a soon 
dOCl!T1""t and they rnfl'( induoo appendices Subml~sion~ m1lY contain fact" opinioo~. 
arguments and recc"nrm'l1datiorls lor OtCtion. The most vseful sub",i,.,.ions ue to the 
point. 

The C,""lTlitl .... would pr<;llar wriltlll1 sutmissioos, but wiK illso aocllpt submissions "" 
audio tape. For wrirlcn submissions. typed or printed toX! is pro/amble. thoU()'lloglble 
han<1-l'oTitlen Submi3sion~ II.r~ acceptable, Numbered pll.~e~ IlM. for submiasioml in 
"roP.s..~oIl'!] p~gP-.s. a brief summary 1Ind a f~ble of COl\~~ ;3 also helplul. 

AN .,ubm~!Iion ... must include the name and conI/let det",ls d th .. per .• on making the 
_~t1bmk.i"". Tho •• m»:ing 8. submi.um on bOO •• H 01 an org""ication . hoold iodic",,", .. t 
what /evIII u," "uI;missi..,., h .. s be"" ~uU"xjsOld ("!l sub...:ommitt,*". p,,,sid,,,,l, ch~ir, WE.). 

Public otroee", may make submissions as private irtdMduals. However, ~ re!,.,.-e1lO'!;5 
made On a submission to thljir official po.itilxl, it shook! alS<)!)Q mad" eiear!hat thw 
submls~lon Is made in a prtvate capacity, Submissions jrcrn government dOpartlTK!nlS 
shouk! i)C) authorised in accordance w~h normal departmootal prococi:.Jro. 

Contenl and releY~nce 
A 3ui:lm!3S'on mBycover some or ~II oi the iMUM r~ised in the re3pome tcrm. It would be 
ht!lpj~ if .'Iubmjs"kl",~ d~~rly ~taMd which iMu"$ "'" b~in(l "ddre~$ed. 

r he COC\'TImee'~ u~u~1 procedure is to publiely ,elMM arod mble s"brn~siom in the 
legisl"tivf! AS""'<nbly. Not ~M subm issicms wi~ noc~ssaf~Y be pub~5hed Md/Of t;>bifl.<j. Tb~ 

committee rese.-..es t~ right to oot publish or table cuflfi<.Jertli ... 1 sub,,:issions, or 
subm;"ikm" which ~re irfel\Ovant, contain scurrilous or ooj<¥Tlatory matlil'ial, or am 
othijrw~o not sl1table for Pub~6hlng, TllO ccrrrnfttee will inform you il it decloos flO( 10 
accept, 0' not 10 authoriflc tha pub4cation Of. your ~ubmi-'3ion, 

UJnlldtn!'Qlity 

The OOIlImitmea\tempts to condl!Cl i~ inquiries in the mM! open wily pas8ibl~, Hovrever. 
il you beli""" th'" you, .whmj~si<)/"l (or part of il) soould not 00 made public, d",,,rly write 
'c<)/"llid.m~;ar on .. iiCll P"'9" .mu, in;t IXioiIl ~ov~(i(]!llelto.r, e~l'lain why your ~ulm,iss;on 
should to> lr....xlld ronfioootialy. The committee wiN 1hen consider your ,oquost for 
confldoolial ity. 

Unauthorised Rt!IM"~ 

Once tht commitffie ~p.ivp.~ ~ suhm iMiM. " bP.comes commi\te" P"'P"'rty >'rid ~hould 
not be publishoaod withou1 th", wmmiU~"'s authorisation. Publi<:alloll of ~ sLbnri.sion 
wi1hout thl/ commitulo's authorisation moons Ihat that publcaUon Is nO{ protoctoo by 
parllarylClltnry priYileQe and may omount 10 a cootempt 0/ f'Brullment. 

ReMarch Director 

• ~::,::~:"~:~.:.~ and Admir-.Ostrative Review CommiU",'" 
George Strt!et 

8RISBA~F CL!) <lOCO 



Submissioll5 0010511 on WI!\I,,~\lay , 30 Nov'i!mbl!r 2005 
Exti llsions 1<J ttle clos[ng oat!! may bll Qiven. [f you nead mow (1(00 10 ma{a a 
s.uOmission. or if you reQuire Ii . .rther fjtormatlO(I. contact the committee's ~ooretDriat en: 

Tolophor.o: (07) 3406 7307 
Fa)(: (07) 3406 7070 
Emai : [ca,dlDarliamen1.qld.gov.~u 

Copies of thi~ paper and 011 otoor putlliGotions by Ihe LcgOI 000 Const~uli(lfl~ Committoo 
are liVI'uJable on tr.e Internet via the committ~'s home p~g~ 8.1: 
wwwp~ ,I ~ m ~n t . q 1d,!)OII, I!! V/corpm ittel!!5Il EN a irev. htm 

YCI'. '( 1">~l!lils 

AdJ ,~"s: .. , ........... ,'''', ....... . 
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