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‘T’UL{r Voloe

The aim of this inquiry is to make practical recommendalions to
increase the inlerast and paficipation of young ceopla in demodcrady in

Cueensland.

The commiltae warnts 10 hear frem young people, in particular, abaoui:
% what is needed in Queansiand;
B what wiil work,
#F  whal won't: and

% what ypu want to do or experience.

We would aise Bke 1o hear from all peopla in Queensland who have an
interest in young peopls, orin yeuny people engaging in democracy.

I'a heln wou to think about, discuess and reapend to maters ralgvant 1o
tho inguiry, we have sc? out bolow some:

# issues; and
' pxamplos of strategics suggested or wad elsewners.
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Education/infarmation

It is the job of the Hlactoral Commisaton Queansiand (CCOY Lo enaure that people
enrot and vote at slections. To do this, the ECO) uses education and awarensess
;::urr:grams {e g. po&.tr,ards. puslen. and schoal wsrts}

Naw ideae

v In 2003, Blections Canada parinered with Cable in the Classroom o develop a
new voler educalion program for students, including a coatest challenging people
aged 16 to 18 10 creats 30-gecond public servigg announeaments an video telling
thelr pears why the democratio process and voting are important,

v The United Kingdem Electoral Commission®s ‘Oa Polifics' aims ta gel young
paopie involved in democracy. I ray be accessed al: www.dopolitics co.uk. *Da
Paolities' conducts workshops and evonts, and provides resources and (raining

across the UK for young peobls.

* In Auswadia. the Youlh Elagstoral Stugdy (YES) found that aome incentivas would
attracl a first vole, Young people said a tax break or the use of promotional rock

cuncerts wauld be the most effective incentives, but there was alsa some support
far the notion hat incentives shoukd not be needed as voling is a respansibility
thal comes with citizanship,

Y Uiciﬂm to wadch of gcha aboud 1 ﬁul
ot Janties and ploaf

g dufem
o/

Voler registration
In Ausiralia, @ach person must complete an enrclment form to register to vote.

How. .coukt the: ECQ maka fit- Pa.srer for: wm paﬂ;ﬁa ter: Fm:r':d amd iﬁ:ﬂma
roglstansd i vole?

Mew jdeas

b in some countries, registration is done by the government sc that peaple are
automalically regislered when they reach voting age. An inlernational report by
tha Insiitute for Demecracy and Elactoral Assistancs, Yourh Volar Partigipation,
5Uggests automatia registration by the government rather than ¢ being & duty of
gach parson tn anral.

r Other countries enzble people to registar at a polling station on alaction day, or
an-lne.

* In Canada. Elections Canads identifies people who have turnied 18 thraugh
information provided Dy, for example, the tax office and moter vehizle raglsters.

The Chuef Elcstona| CHfioor wriles [0 these people 1o ask them to confirm that thay
are aligible to vote and conzeant to teing included in the nafianal registar.
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Peclling slations
In Qugenskand, polling stationz are usually ovated in schools ar halks ard are apen
botwaen 8am and 6P,

ﬁ Heow.could e ECO make A easler for yound petypiets dast theli vora?

Maw idaag
In recent Canadian elactions, Blections Canada infraduced more pels n locations
to which young people have easy access, such as near student residances and

university neighbourhoods.

k

« I Canada, pelling stations arc open for 12 hours,

v Delegations frem the Australian Clectoral Commiasion and the Vietian Elgctoral
Comrission obsarved alectranie vating processes at elections in the LS4, UK
and Irefand between 2000 and 2002, The delegations considerad ke different
optigns thatl are availabla, thelr advzantages and disadvantages and how each
optign would suit Ausiralia’s voting systems, The delagations recommended a-
voling bo made available to certain classes of voters including volers in Antarctics,
volera in remola focations, votars with a dissbility ang everseas voters {see
www . Arc. o 2t cnnfent/whativating/electroma_repotfindex htm and
wiaw zec oov ald canlent/whativoting/E ~uoting_repaort. pdi).

v A rocent raport of the Vistarian Sorutiny at Acts and Ragulations Commitiee,
Viclorian Elcotronfe Demogracy, considered clectronic voting. It recemmanded
that Victorian elactions shoufd not be conducted remotely via information and
communications technologies in the near Lutura, but identfiad the 1ol owing key

advaniages of rermole voling systems,
- easy access for travellers and disabied people;

praviding an interface far nther technolagies such as scraen reacers, Braille
compulers, maEgnifiers or allecnative data entry systems;

allowing for the easy and cheap distribution of ballat papers i difarsnl
languages,

- inslgntznegus provessing; dnd
alinwing volers o zecess @ wide range ol olhar indormation while considering
and cagting their voa,

N idemed, gt Gliphene,
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Advance voting

Currantly in Queensiand, if yoi: can™ vate at your neares! palling booth on the day
of & state slection, special arangemenls can be made for you (o cast your vola,
such as by advance voting in porson or postal voting, These options dre avalfable
in gnly same circumstanses - for example, if you: will be inlerstate on polfing day;
have & disability; ar car®t viote on that day because of raligious baliafs. For further

information, see Mﬂm-

v [nthe UK, postal voting is avaitable to any sligible voler on reques:. A person may
aprly for postat voting for a particular election, far a ¢entain paded of tme or for all

future elactions.

»  Tafacilitate vating, the state govermment could declare the day of a state eirction
2 public holiday or sehedute an slection for a day other lhan a Saturday.

v I futurs, if slectronle votlng were to ba introduced, for example, it nead not be
nagessany [0 have an ‘clectign day, wiih il voles cast on the same day. Votng
cotild take pl&ce for exampla avar an ‘aelection weeak'.

Ne Mo, T Fhink %hw’ PR WL noukd. be J'um‘
ﬁ)v oy dcgj Yot

Close of rolls
Currently, alter a state election is called, people have Detwaen & and 7 days fo
regieter to vota.

Boyou thinkiyoung-people.could-be: aﬁ"sai;t::an;a,tzaﬂr :
E‘ famrm’i?ﬂ‘srandgm Eicallea? - Sl

Mew ideas
v Priorto the 2004 federal eleclion, he Special Minister of Stale, Eric Abetz
proposed that

v the electoral rofl be clased to new votars on the day the election writz would be
issued (isually lhe day the elaction is announced); and

»  peonle wishing 10 ¢hange thelr enrglment dotails be given three daye 1 do s0.

This propusal did not procead ae it was not supportad by the non-govemment
partag,

%i" H!FIIL l_l( L@}ULL{‘{"L\. Yye M_;n('pzj[ 14 d(ij}
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Fixed election day
I Queensland, there is no fixed election day for state efzctions.

Afixed elsction day could allow inproved civics education courses, mosk-glectons
and cther strategles ancouraging young peopls's engagement with elections o be

nlanned in advance (zee Miner), For exampig, a fixed clection doy would allow
eivics aducalors o plan and condurt their courses in parallel with Bn eléction

camgaign.
Doyou think improved civics ecuicatian is-4 mﬂﬁwbﬁa nﬂasm r.::r gavpmmanf
{i consiuer a changs 1. e 16 efeclong?: _ :

Mew Ideas
b In Queensland, alections for all local govarnmeni authorities are grnearally hetdd
E'I.I'EW four yvears on the !as! Salurduy in Marc:h

vb{iu.l {Emf A UL tis tnuw qut
Wik condlakes o

Mew voting system

In Quesnsland, a system of optianal preferential voling Is vsed, A facl sheot abos

PV s available from: www.eca.gld gov.au.

EE. Do yuu ik young pacple wouet e more likefy o viote i the voling sistem
was changad 0] #Jar candidags mnnhq bn- cartalr: issuasof paxﬂmfar intaras
10 youny: peap.ic wa '_'mrm:' faﬁfa;y :e:- gei‘ efemeci‘ .sm:i haver a vcrme fn
paniament? < :

MNaw ideas

»  Appendlx D contalng a revisad varsion of a paper preparad for an inguiny, Aands
on Pardiamant, by the Legal and Conatitutional Commites of the pravious
FParbiament. 1t pravides inlormation abouwt our voling syatem and ways it mighl be
changed o pravicke more diversity in candidatas who might br elected.

v Ag in Queensland, the voting system in the UK makes it vary ditficultlor
candidates from mingr parties to got electsd. In May 2008, some 500,000 schoo!
sludents in the UK voled in & mock election to coincide with the general eleclions.
The shudents vated for the actual candidates. The results showed thal tha
studenls were altracted o guities which ran candidates on cerain issues, for
example, studanis wha felt pagsionate about the envirenment vobed lor the Gresn
Party. Despite failing to have a single candidate returned in the general electigns,
the: {irern Pary secured 45 ouit of a4 possible 348 seafa in the mack alaction.

v Proportional rapresontaton voting, wiich is usad for Senate sleclions in Australia,
provides preater opporiynity for miner parties (o win seats,

N ARl L0 ﬁru Sura S Jaﬂ ke
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Veoting age
In Australiz, you must be 18 years old tn vate. The minimurm wating age in other
colntres rangas from 1510 21.

The minimum ages s&t by the kaw for ather activities are listed in appendu: B.

dfma?ujr NpRie D hnwEndd i TR A i
mngagesbm PO VLU e o #reﬁaga’hammpu

Maw ideas

r In Apdil 2004, following a project on the age of eleciaral majority, the United
Kingdom Electoral Commission recemmendad that the minimum ages far all lavals
of vating In publle oicctions in tha UK 1emain at 78 yaars for the time being. The
UK Electoral Commission advised, however, that it expected to underake a
furher famal review of the minimum voting age within a further five to seven
yaars, ft encouraged the government © consider inifiating a wider review of lhe
age of inajority,

b In 2000, 2 repert on ¢hanging sociel and legat frameworka for young Australians
taund thet, despite somse interast in getting mare invalued in their community and
in govammeant decision-taaking processes, yourg people were guite reluctant to
claim the right and respongibility of having the vole younger than at age 18. The
mijorily {74%) of young pecple involvad in the research £aid that thay warg not
raady or Intarasted In getting involvad in formal poliical processos such as veting
before they wers 18. Ther parents agreed, with a majority (G1%) suggesting thet
young people are not mature anough and not interesied in voting befora they are
18, and that yairng propla tnder 18 have other pressums o confront and eontend
with (see Carson, Fitzgerald and Roche).

»  Compulsory voting was introduced in Queensland in 1914 and by the
Commanwaalth in 1924, Roscarch by Milner ipublished in Civic Literacy: How
informed Gitizens Make Democracy Work, Univeraity Press of New England,
Hanover, 2002) indicates that the effect of intraduring compulsory wating in
Australia was to bring about a 23% overall increass in voting.

N T Mink Hhohotd ke lowared bud aef
Lompuloory $ untit OL/MM ke x::f
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Educallon

Education in schaols

In Queensland schools, thete iz no subiadt calfed ‘civica aducation’ or ‘citizanship
gducation’. Frimary and secandary students tearr abhout democracy, inzluding
parfiament, government and elections, in & number of different subjecls. Stucents
also experignee domoeracy at sehool, for example throbgh cleciions for achodl
counci members andior school leaders,

Education about democracy
Additional cducational opportunities relevant to demacracy intlude:
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visiis tn tha Ceensland Pardiamznt, or 1o a regional sitting of the Coeenslang
Parliamenl, and educational ackvlies pmwded ty Parllamentarw,r Education

Servicos: and

electoral aducation activilies conduciad by the Australian Elecloral Commission,
such as school visils,

Far studenis

Whal, worked weﬂ and : what.. did-you . e
ex;t:re r;zmed empr;raﬁym whagr: schuq!‘? i .

Whaf ord ol scflagls. oot pnmurage yﬁr
pmpare J.rUu s::» rh-j ; _-_'a}u WEI.‘ .*umrn're__:én priLi:

For teachers

&

How floes pour sehodt approach ghits Dfudation andipragties Efﬂmoaracr“’
How o stiuderis be Better prépaisd 14 eMgHes .dermocray? v 1

New idaas

13

In pravious Inqulties, thd Logal and Conetitutional Committes and the Legat and
Congifiutional Sommitlees of the 45t and 50th Parliaments have made
recommendations about orags education in Lueengkand, Simiar
recommendalions have taen made by many other Ausiralian bodies in recent
yoars. A list of some of the se recommendations s set out in appendix C.

The Constitutional Centre of Wastern Australia was esiaolished to gncourage
peopla of alt agas 1o leam about the Western Australlan petitieal systam and how
ta fetively paticipate in it it otters displays on tho Constitution and aspadts of
citizenship and political history. The Electoral Education Centre 1o loeated within
the same complex, and provides interactive programs allowing peopla to cast &
vote, discover the origing of democracy and undarstand how the veting systermn
works (see weny.ceertre wa.gev.audndax.htmy, Programs, presented in ways
which engage Young people, are also conducted for sehod! studants visiting the
centre. Toachor resourde Kits complement each program, Rosaurce boxes an
warious topics are available o schools in remote areas, |0 addition, the
Constitutional Cenbre has developed an ‘Out Reach Program' which imvolves a
nelwork of lucal peuple in rural and remole areas of Westerm Australia providing
programs 1o students jn those areas. SCMS pragrams are spoaliic o Indigenous

sommunities,

A Civiss and Citizenship Education wabsite {which incorparates a pravious
‘Discoverning Democracy’ websile} is www . ehviesandeitizenship,. s,

‘lids Veotmng USA™ is a national non-protit, non-partizan organisation that teachos
students ahout citizenship, ciic respansibility, democracy and palitical
paticipalion. Togelher wilh classroum aclivilies, studaats are provided with an
QPpROrtUNiTY 19 Bt A 'KIds Vetlng' batlet on alection day, and they volg on the
same condidates and isoues ps aduitz, [n 2004, 1.5 million students Wrned out to
vote for presidential, local and state candidates. Areas with a Kids Waling USA
prograum have showed a voting rale fos registered 18 year olds which is 14%
ngher than for non-pantiglpaling areas. See www kidevotingusa.orgy,

As part of the Kuds Voling USA service, 'DoubleClick Democracy’ (ses

mowws. icks volingusa.oogiTeulilsSIokdin ro.asp was developed o allow students to
particioate in an guthentic voting experionsg uging 3 web-bazed voting system.
The enline ballets replicate the candidates and iasues adulls vole for and provide




stuckents with practics baflots which have links to candidate blographles and other
resources. About 35,000 students participated dunng the 2004 presidential
eloctions,

»  Tesns N2 Puofitics” is a US-based webshe which offers young people an
opportuniy to participate in diacuasion forums on topics such as tha economy,
toreign palficy, general political issues, animals and the environment. Provision is
also mads for young people w contribule to discussions under the banner of Yeft

winyg chat® and ‘right wing gornes, Soe www.iconsnZpalitics.comyfonima).

%j_

The Political System and Politictans

Political parties

The 2004 Young Ausirallan of the Year, Hugh Evans, has suggested that young
paople teat shiut out of mainstroam party pofitics.

The fermer Queensland Siate Yauth Advisory Gouncil tald the cemmittas that the
igsune addrosocd by political pariies, mrtbculm{y &l slaction time, are dominated by
those refevm: to ofder pa-uple and our agrmg population

MNew ideas

»  DrAradne Veomen, a lecturer at the University of Sydney, researchas young
peopie and politics. She wrilas that, The one ares of paricipation that remaing
law ‘or young people, and mdeed for mest Australians, is membarship of political
parlies. Rather than labelling party membership decline as apathy, wo ought o
see how unappealing politicel parties have became And i is up lo parties to
invoive a new generation. This might not be by way of formal membership;
instead, parties mighl consull young peopls on issugs relavant 10 thalr Iives’ (ses
Vromen}.

*  Intha US, a nationwide study of youth altitudss found that young peopie wers
actva in their cormmmunities bul nol concernsd about golitice. As an outcome of
Lt stedy, & stratagy adopted 1o re-connect youth 1o demogracy is that, during
election campaigna, the media offer youth-moderated candidate debates {ser
Nalinnal Assaciation of Secretaries of State).
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Puoliticians
Many research sludies in Austraiia and internationally revedl thal young people are

c',"':lcal about the behaviour of politicians,
How' can peolfticians - memrvas rasrone H:e r'a.n‘h 4, young peopj‘e in
damactacy? - - - e T TR

MNew idens

D Ariache Viormen says thal politicizns only consider young peonte when they
present a problem; that young people tend 10 be llked aboul ralher than talked
with; and that young peopls’s perspectives are raraly included in public debata.

L Vromen suggosts thal what is nogded is direst cvidgonos of young peopia's
experienses and arguments based on such evidence {3ee Vromen).

In the Untad States, Canada and the United Kingriom, where voling isn't
nornEesary, i has been shown hat contagt with potitical parties and candiclates is
an Important slemant of 'gat-out-the-vote' stralegies. Following the 2001 British

general elestion, 1o UK Electoral Commission identifled a lagk of canvassing by
pollicians as a likely reason for diasatistagtion (and Low umoetl) amaend Tirst Time

YOLBIS.

N (o (nd veend  Lhoolo,

Young, People sad the Commianityy

Being heard

Whig young people mey be turned off politics as it curréntly egorates, many
studies and surveys have loung that young people are vary intareatad in political
isslEg imporlam to them, The challengs for governments is 1o engage with young
people, and the first thing that young caopla say I8 that they want 10 be heard,

ﬁ) Have you ussd any of tha governmant vpperiuniies lo voige powr gpitions
B about issyas? How offeciive wag P
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New ideas

b in'Westem Australia, the Civics and Citizenship Unit in the Deparkment of Premier
and Cabinet aims to sphance demociacy in thal state hrough civics education
avl the promotion of an active chizenry. The goal is a community where all
Westemn Australians ere valued as cilizens, where they play a significan rale in
sefting poficy pricritizs and where they help shape the nature of their socisty (see.
v citizenscapa.wa gov.aw),

+ Dr Adadne Vramon suggests that, 'Young people have a broad range ot
geonomic, sacial, and palitcal experences’ and that we nead bo ‘create nclusive

forms of gavernancs that recognise and build upon dilferent ways of making
communities. Those in puwer need Lo listen to young pecple mare, andyoung
pevple's diverse viows and axperiences nesd 1o be articulated in the media’ (sce

Vromen).

N Hopger wped @ {Mﬂ/g?
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Mow ideas

r {0 2003, the Cornmission for Chitdren and Young Feopls was Invited to participate
in a committee for the developmaent of a sports and recroation facility for young
people an Falm [slang in Morth Queansland, The Commigaion underlined the

imporanca of the committes asking young peaple what they wanted. The issue
tor tha Commiasion was nat sa mich Piow oo we srvofve Lfitrer i e Luiidineg

of this faciliy" bhut rather *how do we gel [he faciiily the children wani?~

+  In 2003, In Parramana In Sydney, @ Youth Jury presented young people with
practical opponunities to laarn and discuss the diverse interasts and conesms of 8
wide vanety of young pecple across the Parramatia region. Farticipants keamed
ahotit teamwork, negotiation skills and the powsrs of governmenl. This enabled
them to form reaiistic recomendations to suppart the neads of the coliective

youlh of Parramatta.

The aim of the Youth Jury was 10 aselst with bridaing racial intolerance and
cuhural diversity among young pecple of Parramatia.

The recommendations of the Youth Jury were aimed at key government and
community organisations of Farramatta

N M L;/fl?(f &,&ﬁ?{i
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||| Taking action

||1 Young peaple want 1o be actively invalved in demogragcy. Woting at clections Is onky
i [ one way of being invalved in a democratic socisty.
,’,|| ﬂ wm"'ﬂ o.*‘me .fﬂIrawmg a-::numes Hava yau c&r?ﬁad out;. or wourd ycru HF{& Hid) can}f
1K '
ﬂ '

!

' ey Have done Would {1k to
FII Ativity Iery) go [Jarx)

It Volunteoring (' Lo
glg: Fnittating nr participafing in & looal youlth project [ f—_~/,./

&

id
: |

4
‘I' ; Intiating ar signing a pollion L v/
H
i Attending a rally or proesi ] v
f"‘J Taking part in a strike — (FQ/
J Beng a mamber of a politizal pary il >y
5 Being a member of 2 1rade unian ] Sl
i ‘ Being a rember of 2 student union L) ]
; I’ Baing & membsee of a non- Govemimesnt
Ji organlzation which lobbles govemmant (a.g. Me O 7
| i [ Whdemess Soziety, Amnesty Intemationat,
Hiv: Crenpes e
I Contacting a pollticlan or loeal government Lt =4
: gouncillor
i Participating in A Youth Parliament [
§ Being invelved 1n 3 Youth Councl 0 e
: Basiz iy fivabvedd i wn organisalion wiich Seeks Lo . r}_f:r

rapressnt he Wwaws of young pecola (8.4, Youwng
Auvstralian Rural Metwark)

Yoning pem[;;le say That to be engaged in democracy they need things such as:
*indermation;

r  opportunities o actively engage in democracy,

' v znidea aboul what can be achioved realistically;

v spaces in which 19 mest and discuss: and

+  access 1o the irernet, photocopiers, efc.

- ?;) What assistance of enacouragament oo you nead from gavemmenr {o take
action aboul the issues vou faal passionate aboul?

£ Naw |deas
; ¢ Brshane City Councit bas developed 'Visible lnk’, 2 website which alfows yaung
i people 19 have 8 say in the Counglt's programs. The website conlais informatlion

| about how yound people can have thair say, evants for voung people, finks 1o

g



refourees and a forem through which young pecple can express their apinions.
The Council has also providesd young pecple with areas around Brisbane where
thay car corne tugsther to mest and organise acliviies and projecls of tHeres| to
them. These argas are aoceassibie 10 young people and wel regowted (506

W, visile-ink. crgf}.

v The Vicledan Government produced a handbook for yeung peaple un huw they
can create ehange in thcir community. The handpook provides suggestions on
how young peaple ¢an get aclivas on a project they leal passionats abaut, and how
they can implement that project {see athy, vic,

v  The Foundation for Young Austrailans ie a non-prafit organlsation dedicated o
developing inngvative initiatives thal suppon and empower young peonle aged 12
425, The Foundation provides seed-funding faor ideas, pcroactively seeks 0o-
funding ta suppart inittatives and helps the recipients stroctire themsabves to
ensure long-tern susiainability. Each: yeqar, the Foundation rmanages a portioli of
grants fotalking about $& millon. At least 25% of fotal grant funding is dedicated (o
initistives specifically dosignad o boncfit young Indigenous Australians {see

a Whatirofa can 1emiifes  ant: manqts play m g&rﬂn% wmgvm!e achwwﬂ
mvbﬁfeduﬁﬂ Jomaciaey? -

MNew ideas

r  ThaYouth Elactora! Siudy {YES) feund that parents are regardsd by young
people as the most impertant source of information about voting. Television and
newspapera are the naxt most important, howoevar young poople Viaw these jatter

sources with some scepticism.

N‘#Lb;? Sl (fu" w) tlow Advud ¢t

Lesd @angl j?r%ﬂ YT R cfwfr

A

ﬁj Whar rofe car. non-govemment foundations or. commupicy: orpanisations piay
4 i1 gotting young peopls: active and involved with nemocracy?

Mew idaas \ :

¥ The Inspire Faundsiion [see vwwavinapire.org.ats) s a mational non-profit
feundation which aims o create opportunities for young Australians, prircinally
aced between 16 and 25, 1o help themseelves and olhars, Tne Foundation
acknewledges that young peopie want 1o mako & positive differcnce in thell own
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lives and in thair communities. Young peopte are actively involved ir the
develapment and defivery of all the Foundation’s inifiatives. One initiative,
“ActMow', is 3 waeb-based service that will provide young people wilh information
and suppar on how they can hecome involved in igsues or causes r thelr
community that they are passian ata about.

Vibel ire Youth Services i5 a voluntesr-based, non-profil youlh meda and waining
organisaton wnich provides younyg geople aged oetwesn 16 and 33 with an caline
torum: through which thay cen access intormation on a range of Jopics, participate
in discussions with ather young people and become involved in the exchange cf
infarmation with ciher young peogie {9ee www vibewire net). Recenl initiatives
include “glecfionTracker (seo www.oleclioniracker. netetl] which sen. youny
peorle oul on the campaign trail as reporters in the 2004 Federal alesilon. These
reports wers utiliaed by six radio stalionz, SEE and ABC news,

The U2 Ad Council is a non-protit arganization which produess, distribeles and
promcles public sevice campaiyns on a range of issues. A recent campaign,
‘Fight Mannequlnlsm’, focussad on lmproving youth civic angagemsnt and voter
particlpation. It involvod toicvision and radic ads aimed al getting young neopla
involved i i3sues they care about, voluntesring and voling (329

Aerwr, lightmannageinism. ong .

'Rock {he Vole' is & non-prafil organisation which @imee to engage young people in
lhe pulitical preeess in the Unitad Stales and draw atteniicn o (ssues of coneern
g young people. [t coordingles voter registration drives and aducation effors 10
ansure young poople exercise their night 1o veta. Youth cultirs is harmossced in the
promaotian of ita aampaigna, many of which fealurs tigh protife celebrtiea mclading
musicians, actors, athletes and comedians. In the 2004 slactions, 1 7 milion
prople fook advantage of the oiganisalion's onling voter registralion facility, and a
leriber 200,000 registered as apart of the Rock the Vobe Bus Tour acoss lhe
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cuidelines for wuaking p suwaission

There is NG gat form for 4 submission to the committee. Submissions may be mads using
tha inguiry reaponse form orin the lorm of 2 latter, 2 substantial papers or & short
document and they may include appandices. Submissions may contain facts, opinions,
argumans and recommendations for action. Tha most useful submiseions are ko the
point.

The committas would prefer written submisslans, bt will also accant submissions gn
audio tape. For written aubmissions, typed or pnnted texl 13 preterable, though legikle
hand-written submissions are acceptable. Numbered pages and, for submissions in
axcess of 20 pages, a briel summary and a table of contents is also helpful.

All submissicns must include the name and contact details of the parsan making the
sybimission. Those making 2 subinission on Lebadl of an orgamsation shoukd indicate at
what leval the submission has boan authorised {eg sub-commitiea, president, chair, alc.).

Fublic ofiicers may make submissiens ag private individuals. Howevar, if reference s
mada in a submission to thalr official peattion, it should also be mads clear that the
subrrission is mada in a privete capacity, Submissions frorm goverrment doparimenis
snould be awharised in accardance with normal deparimental procedure.

Content and relevance

A submigsion may cever some or all of the ssues raised in the respanse fom. 1t would be
halpful # submissions cleady stated which issues are being addressed,

The committea's usit procedirs is to publinly release and tahle submissions in the
Legistalive Assembly. Mot all submissions will necessarily be published andfor tabled. The
cotrmilles reserves the right to not publish or table confidential submissions, or
submisgions which ara irrelavant, contaln scurrlous or defamatory matorial, or are
cthepwise not suitable for publishing. The commitice wilf infomm you it it decides nal 10
aecept, or not to authorize the publication of, your submrasion.

Confidentialiby

The committes attempts fo conduet its inquirtes in the most open way possible. However,
if you believe that your submission for par of it) should not be made public, cleaily write
‘wonlidentiz” vn sach page and, in 8 brief ¢overing leter, explain why your submigsion
should be tregied confidantlally. The cammities will then considar your request for
sanfidentiality,

Unauthorised Release

Unce tha committee receives a subimission, it becomeas committes property and shotild
not be published withaut the committes's aulhorisation. Pubilication of a submission
wilhoUut the commitiee’s authorisatlon maane that that publication Is not protected by
parliamentary priviege and may amount to & contempt of Pariament.
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Submissions close on Wednesday, 30 November 2006

_Extensions to the closing gate may ¢ given. [f you need more time 1o makes a
submiasion, or il you require further information, contact tha commiftes's cecratarial on:
Télgohona: [0/) 3406 7307
Fax: {07 3406 7070
Email: lcarc € padisneni.gld aqov.au

Saplos of this paper and all other publications by the Legal and Constitutional Committae
are availabie on the Intarnet via the commitize's home page at:

woeew parliament gld. gov avdcommitiee sAegal ev. bl
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