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YVL{r YOlct 

The 1l.im 0/ Ihi~ in'1'Jiry L, to milke prM.tic.!01 recommendations to 

increllM (h~ inl~r~st ~nd p8:ticipation 01 young people in dOO1OC1acy in 

Queensland. 

Th~ ~ornmitt~e wanl~ 10 hear from young jJl<op:~, in partb .... , abolJl: 

$ what is ~ed in Queensland; 

(f:! what wrll work: 

'\i', wh~l won'l; am 

<$ wha.t y~u wanl 10 do or 111::~rit>nc<l, 

Wit would also nk910 hear from all PlIOpjQ in Que",,"I~nd who I,ave an 
interQst il YOlXlg plIQplll, or in YOUrIY!"'<'PM ~nlla~;ng in ~""x:"",cy. 

ro help you 10 think about. discu~s IInd respond to ma-ttem raJevant to 

the ir.quiry, we hove se! (lUt bolow some: 

,'5 . is,.U9S; and 

(."' cxnmplc~ of strntogics sU9Qested 01 TIled 9lsewtlEl€I. 
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Education{informalion 
It i:lltle job of tile I::lootoral Commis5ion CJue1!M~nd (EeD) (0 M~l1re that people 
p.mot and vole at ~Ie<:tions, To do this, the ECQ uses edLCatm and awaren~ 
programs (OI.g. posk:ard~, puw.", 0Ind school v~fli). '" _;~."'_£,."" ",·a;,.""W, 0>' .",' ~ • 
I!t ~~ii'W?~r:~'4~',;,>~f~,~7:(:,~'l"'0~:';!,if}:;::; ~~J?::;::::0 

N"W~?J: 
In 2003, Elections Canada partn"red with Cable in the Classroom ta develop a 
n",w I'Oler education prUQr;un !or stude!l~ including a COI1wsl ~hOllle"giny people 
aged 115 to 18 to cn;Iatg 3O-sOICond public sarvioo announcements on vl(loo IGllirlg 
!heir pears. wttythc damocmlio prOC(l5l) and voting are Important. 

The Unfle<j Kin~m Decimal C..ommiMoioo's '00 PoIilics' aims In 0",1 rounQ 
peop!e ifwolved in democracy_ I1 may be a~ssad at: www_dopoI~ics=_uk 'Do 
PoIl;"s' c:.;o:ll>Ct$ ,,,00<51"'1-'" ""d .. Y~nts, ~nd P'OI/;oes resources and lraininy 
acr01i~ 111 .. UK for young p80'pIIl. 

In AU~lrnija.lho You1l1 Elaoloral Study (YI::8) !woo that oome iI'loenliVel! would 
atlraal a lir31 vole. Yooog people SIlid a tax break 0( the u~e 01 promoHooal rock 
Ci'IO<.I'!rts watrld be the mosl effect",e incenlive~, but th~e was also some support 
for lha ,vio", ijla! inc .. ntiws \if,uutrJ rlOl bii "",,<led ... voHo!,! is " r~s"""",ijj'!y 
th.! corn .. ,. wHh diz.mship, 

~ ViI' tJJ IMJJd\ (J .. ,J.0m\qbouJ_~ 
OC,.JtrJ iJQ7IM 11" uT '/fU2 
vi Q .1ljf1l"",'ill JVI"",,-, ______ _ , ( 

Voler registriltion 

In A(l~tralkl. eoch Per50n must complete ~n enrolment l(:O"m to f~g;s\olr 10 vole 

Ii ~r:::::Jig_:ml!~ it· "~: ,irlr Yr!'J(I4f~Y)!"·f"'~n*,!" 'lM.~" 

N~w id ..... 

In !Illm~ ('oontrie". reg"lrlllior; is we by the government se Ihat people are 
aulomalicalfy t¥wrad wh"" ~"'Y reach voting ... g~. An "t~rnation ... 1 '''1JOrt lJy 
t~ In.litul9 for Dornocracv and EJoctora) Assistance, Youth Voter PalTiclpllrfon, 
sU9gc~t'l automatic registration by th(! !IOvtlrflloonl fIIth"r than 1I bell!,;! B; dllty ot 
Moh per~on tn enrol. 

Oth9r ~OLlfllf"'S ooabl .. PQop/~ 10 r~gist!lr at a polllllg station on election day, or 
on-I rm. 

In Can,,-da. Elocticms C"-Mda idenlili<!s P'""PIoI wOO h~ve t...-nea 18 through 
inlormation provid<od tly, lor .":ample, loo ta.!< office an(! motor vehicle reglslGr •. 
The ChlCf EleCtoral Dn(:m wrikm to these peopte 10 ask them 10 confirm that thoy 
are ~Iigitlle to vot~ Md COM~nt to bi'!ltlg nd"d~d i; tne Mh(lMI "'o~t~r 
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Polling stations 

Kl Ou"~""IiiP1d, poII",y ~tations ar .. usually ",,",at .. d in .d,oo!s or hal s "r.d <Ire opan 
Ixltween ilam and 6pm. 

j H..qW,C<.luidJhr.eCQ m"Ki: (t "asliH'f<>ryDi:lli/~JO C<isJJ!wriVols? 

NQW_~a9 

m rP.Qlnt C~nadj"., !'II~lioM. Eo,ction~ CaMM introduced more pcb IIlloca.tions 
to wh,ch yoong polopio.> have easy access, such as near stuMnt le.,idM'p'~ ~n<i 
urJi".,,-sily neighboumoods_ . 
In canada. pollinQ stations arc open for 12 hours. 

Delegll.tiom j,om the Au~trakan DectQlal Gommi~sio<l arid the ViclO~ian t:lE:otoral 
Commi~<;ion ob581\1ed a~tron<c voting proce~~ .. " at eloclk"'" m Ihe USA, UK 
and Irw ~nd ootw .. "" 2000 amJ 2002. Tt ... d'"'"'9 ~tiur1S ~ons;.;w,r~ H,~ difleromt 
options that ;/,10. availlllla, th91r advant:ogss .ono di!iadv,mtagl!s i!nO how ~"ch 
option would sl.lit i\uStralia'c voting systems. The delGgations recDmlTlQnded g­
I'OtinQ tIO f1\il.de avuilable to cert~io clnSSQ$ 01 yotom including 1'01Ors in Mt:!rctica, 
voters in r~mot!t ,iocatiDl'l~, II<lt~ w~h e di~abi.ty and overnea, voters ( ~ ee 

WWW.MC.gnll r'" cMtenliwhM/votina/"'''c.trM>C ''''nnrtrnrex.htm aod 
www .,.oc,gov ,~lJ! cont""VwhaVvotinqlE·wtOO repqrtp<;!fl. 

A mcen! report 01 the Victorian Scrtjliny at Acts and RIIQulatlons ConmijjQij. 
VicloMIl Eloc/(oo!c Democracy. oonsidored oloc!rOniO vOli'1\l. II recommended 
that V:ctorilln election .• MmlllC! not be conducted remotely viII information and 
commLJnication~ teclmob gies in the nMr tunJl'~, but identi!;"c! the ~ oWOlg k",y 
advantagws of ,..,,,oIOl voiin!l sy~tOlrns. 

easy OCC<l'S for Irl\ve~~rs and disabled p"'ople; 

PfO\liclina an int",riy;~ for nttlP.r te<:hCJOiogie~ ~UI".h a~ ~c:r~M r",se'ers, BraiU", 
~ompu!ers, m~yIl li<K,- or altemativil data 'mtry system.; 

8nowing lor t~ 'i!ssy and cheap distrioothn of b81101 papers in diff~nt 
laryuall~'" 

in~tantsrJQWs p'ox:esiiing; StU 

alMYiIlY VUI"" to >lL'C"SS" wid" ra,'9~ 01 oih~f irlo-matico ...-h i .. coosderiog 
and casl!r1g their \l()l€1. 

\t .... hJiOlrJll.,uQ) Ctfi1jllto(lji, 



Advance vollng 

Currently in Queen~lanrl, ~ you CIIn'! vote at your nearest polling booth on:!hP. rlay 
of a state elec;tioo, spec;ial air ~"II""'''''rl;; c"", 0.. m<\u... /or you lu ~ilsl your wl6, 
such as by itdvarlw voting In person or postal VOIinll. TOOoo op~ons are avallablG 
in only some cifeumslances - tor em'Tlple, ~ )IOU: will be inlel"3!l!te on poUing day 
hav .. ~ disability, or r..an't 'lOt"" on that d<!y becauM of religiou~ beliefs For furtl"l8r 
infOffilatioo, soo www.eoy.u!d.ooY.au. 

New ideas 

In U ... UK, ~stal YO~ng is avai'ilble to any g~Qlblg vowr on rQQUro$'~ A IW""'" may 
.. p~1y for po<Ita! vollng tor a partlc~lar elootion. for a cettain period nf lime or for all 
future elGctions. 

To f""ilil>lte ..-<>Iino. the state gove!T1rTlent could declare the day of a ~tate ~il!cti<>n 
a public holiday or 5d"teduIe <\I, eI""lioo iof a day oU",r than a Saturday. 

In future, H elactronlc voting were te be inlredwood. for (l~arnpl<J, K MtJd no( 00 
necessary to have an 'clcct;on day', W!ftl all vo\e$ CIISI 011 the myn(l dav. Vo~nll 
ootld take place. for ex~. evar an 'eleclion w..ek'. 

" 1,10, f Ih'(lk thaJJd~1d \J<' JW+ 
[OV Or\t rI (J [ch_ __ fml') I 

Close of rolls 

Cunvnt/y, arl...r a ~tatB .. I""tion is c:;l!led, p~pfro hilvg b~twg",," 5 and 7 days I:l 
fe~iBt.". to ~ola. 

Now iOcas 

Prior 10 !ha 2004 rrKlo<rar .. lee!""" 11", Special Minisl .... r..rl SIlil<!, Eric AboioU 
proposrod that: 

the electoral IOU be c:lased 10 Mw voters M lhe day the el&clion writ~ would be 
;~UM ("""Ally Ih~ d~y theeloction ls annourced); 'lOO 

plIoplro wilihing 10 change the!( enlOlmenl OOtaiili be lIiven three daytl to do so. 

Th;. I'rupas'" did nat proce\ld as 11 was nO! $Upponoo by \he rwn·QOvgmment 
parMS. 

-..' 1i1fd~~_~!UlL\~1~----=~~~_I(t Off 

, 
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I1 F'l>:l!Id election d;!ly 

In ClIJ~nsland, ~""" i::; ,,0 liwd ..lection day fcr statE! elections 

A fixed ij\!>ction d~y could ,,1101'1 improvood cilliC'5 ed c.catioo canes, mo:::k-~lect'oos 
and othRr strategies encouraging VOIXlg P'lopl~'s .. ng~!lern~nl w~h ",wct'''f>S to be 
plonMd i~ adVance (see MilrierJ, For exam pia, a til«loj election do)' WOlJId allOw 
6<ics erur-.<llm .• to plan ... nd colldtJllI 1M;" OOUfse~ in parll.l~1 with ~n el~ction 
campaign. 

fA ~~~Stz~~CZ~~~:~iII)~I~~~~fQ~~vern(mml 
ffuY,IQEa§ 

In Q~nsIMd. electoos for all local gOV~lT\fTIent ~uthorit;"~ ar~ g"""l"iIlly hili" 
ewry Iou, y"ar~ 00 [hill.sl S~turt1ay in MardL 

" ---ru.:;TIi'oc \.TI:L(y,(cL ~': clfft,f'd dcrl:-e (O.oi;-I 
~l ~'~' L~ iu <nu", 'UUI\"+ , 

'L.-J '--Jr1A...,) (D (vJLL~lr' r ' -- -,- _._- --- --------

New votin~ .. ystem 

k' Qu .... ,,,;land, a sy.t~m oj optional prllil!rerolial yolir>g;, ".<id. A lad ,I ... ~t ~wul 
'01"\1' is available from: WNW.e9~,.l.lQy_,a-,,_, 

® Dv yvu iill(lt Y'!tmgp&plri: "";;"'fd~:rrl"""JJkWytq:rutili/ Ih~v<.Wg ~t""ll 
I!t w~s (lhWlgiiJri 'w' tti;;t~lltif'r;UJt(l~ ftl_nn!ng,:im~lMfalri /fiSt/in Pt patffciiilf Inl~ 

IOWUfl~:PCOP!C, 'wcrO.morci,.lIkofj'-lC 'gcl':(JI~Cle(rJlJ11t mfVI1'~,'Vi:lioe 1(1 
parliament? " ' , " , 

Nt'lw id~a! 

App'mdlx 0 contain; a mvisoo version 01 a pil~r pr"pan.d for an r.quily, Hands 
on Parliamem, by (he Legal 3nd Constitutional Commltloo of tM pre'Aoos 
Parliament. It provides Intormation about oor votinQ system 11,'1<1 YlIl'fJ it miltJt be 
ch<lnged In plOllic\e mor" diver~ity <n ciln<1idat,,~ woo might b,o, ~lected_ 

As in Qu8,,~ .. land. th .. votinq lOysll!m in the UK mak,," it very ditli~u~ 10< 
candidates from rmoor parties to (jet elected. In May 2005, some 500,000 S(ll\OOI 
Sluden~ in the UK voted in ~ mock eleotbn to ooiooide with the geneml elections, 
The ~tL.d ~nts voted for -the actual candidal"~, Tht. ""."It.' ~h(WJI'd ttl\l thf>, 
stud>itnt. """'''iI altr~ctsd tu pa,ti"s which ran c<lfKiidates on Cllrtaln is.l.les; for 
example, 8!\Jdents who fait passionate abou1 th ~ ~nvirom1"nt votGd for the Gr{HIrl 
Party. Despite foiling to haW a 3inQlc can didate returnod in the general 0loctions. 
too (lre~n P~rty se1'u",d 45 oul of ~ po,,~jbli!! 849 ~ ... ats in the mock ~lection 

Proportional rapms~ta1ion 1Xl1ing, which is lJSOO for Senatl/ elilctiom in Austr~~~, 
proYidc~ Qrco.tor opportl)1'1~y tor minor lk'UTieS to WIn seats, 

~ J jh,rlL /,.dt>:jLIj jllCldcl.f') uA£. 
_!,11X!_' \,1--f>L .. .1-,--. _D<'-.. _d , ______________ , .. ____ . ________ _ 

, 



Vel;n; age 

In Australia, you mu,,! be 1 B year .• cid 10 1,1(')1,,_ The minim(rn V(lIing age in othe, 
countr~ '~nge~ from 15 10 21 

Th" minimtJm ~g~ set by the law (or oll1er activ~ies ar~ listed in appendbc B. 

f\J~\OI.;PIla~ 

In ,l,pril 2004, following a ~uj<!'ct 00 1111. age uf el,..;toral majority, th9 Unitotd 
I<i<,gdonl Electoral ~mm!ssfQn r~lIf1dQd that the mlnimllTl age for alllev91s 
of vatlng Ir1 puIlllc ciDCIioos in thc UKmmain aIlS year310rthe time beinC. Th€! 
UK Electoral COmmi311ion IIctviSeO, hol'fflV!'!r, thal it expected to unrlerlilke;'l 
furY1~r larm,,1 r""it'!w 01 thto minimllTl voting age within ~ ttxther five to seven 
year~. !t encouraged Ihe gowrnment to C<Ml$ir.lotr ir'~iatirl\l a wKJ<.r rBView of ~w 
age of mOijority. 

In 2000. a report on ohanging social aM legal trameworkl! for young AU3trnJlan3 
lalrld thal. de~pi!e Mm!'! int~re"t in gP.tting morf! In''''''lIOO 1n tMeir CornmLnitv <'In<! 
in governm"nt d~i3ioo-making pIOCe!<MS, young people were quite (el<;Gtant to 
claim l:t1e right «r'ld r~ponsillitity 01 h""irr~ Ill .. vol .. )'O""g.,..- than ill age la. Th!! 
rrJ<Ojorily (74'1'.) of YOll1l1 pgoplY Invol\lQd in thv rysoo.rcn said thal1tlay W"19 not 
rgad;' or Interested In getting involved in tormal pol~iOD.1 prOCC"..sos such as VG1~ 
be!occ Ihoy were 18. Their parents agreed. with a majGrity (61 %) suggesting thal 
YOWII people are not matur~ "'lIOugh Md not inte,,,,"led in voting beior",th<'!y ar", 
18,;'loo that young ",,"plft (m""" 18 h.w~ ot~r pre~sute~ 10 <::01111001 and coo;end 
with (see CarSOfl. Fuger .. ld ~nd Rud'''j. 

Compulsory voting was Introduced in Queeneland in 1914 and by tho 
Commonwealtt1 in 1924. Rosoarall by M~ncr (published m CiVic LAeracy: How 
Infcrmod CitiZens Make Uemocracy WO/1{, Unlvern~y Pres" 01 New Enol~nd. 
Hllno~~r. 20(2) iOOiClr.te" that th~ "ffect '" intmdo"i"'J compukory voIing in 
A, '"trali", was to bring abc.ol a 23% overall incr",,,s," in voting. 

EduQallofl In schools 

In Quc()!lSland ooI1ools. there is no subjeot ca~ed 'clvica ",duclllian' or 'ci~z"'nlhlp 
educatioo'. Primary and ~,!(:onMry .'IllJoonls le~rn about democracy. inckJ(ling 
p~ri,amoot. governm ... nt arxl ... l..ctions, in a numb", ut Jif(~nmt suuiocl~. Slu(;,,,,l~ 
"I!;" eXP9fi"ncv d~mocracy at school. tor example throl./9h elections rOf schoOl 
aounoi members Qndlor school leaders. 

EducaliGn .. bout d.mocr~cv 
Additional aduoalional oppartu~ties relevant!Q democracy iI1ctude' 
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vi~i~ to the Cluel!ffisland Pa~iament, 01' I<> ~ ;"{linnal ~itling of the Cu.!BMlana 
Pi.riam~lIl, "Old 'Kh.x;;dion",1 ""byil;". provitlold by P .. rliamO!ntary Edl£atoo 
Serv\cas: and . 

",lector .. 1 ,..jllCatoo activ~ies cOMucled by tM ALJ~m>li,,~ Eloc'.oral Cornmis3ion, 
sl£h is ~ch<lol visits. 

Fer $tuden1$ 

j ~~~~~(8~r~::~;~~ii.::tn1~,::'~\~:;:~j\~~-:~'~~,' or 
W:hllfl)!orn, ",C0i1!!;~~'.",<#J.,tq,' f,*"Il~!JIj"n/iJit~v,fI~_~ty~nd 
pi~p<lfll .'yOu, ,.<) 'thilJ ,yr;iJ 'lit"': wlI!Ut!foimw~Idi:J'W!'ilidi.!IJ\ .'abolJl;8n'fll9i1ig ii1 
rf~racY1"'" ,',-", " , .," "" '-"':,.;, '", ,," '-

For leachers 
~ft()If:'~i?C_~J'OiIf:'S.cI:iiiQI\JJ?Pt"ootrq;.r~ ,lXt##(#1~'Rrtro/!o/;'1Il~fao/? " 
IftI:fGII',~Jd:7Iw:tBf1ts /Ji; bl<!ttflrp~~t(Jeil{JllfJlJjn,dfj~C'J? ,>'.- , 

New ide~. 

In pr~vioui Inqulrlg~, thg LGgal and Co~tit\JCIonal Committeq and th .. L~gal and 
COI1S1ltulioMI Commitlees of the 4mh and 50th Psrliamenls have maoo 
recommendations aoout ClVIOS eduontiOn in Queensland, Similar 
recomrTlf'lndaUen~ haye OOBn made by many other Au~lre~an OOdiea in recent 
Y""_I'S, A 1[0;1 0.1 ~O<N': af these recomtMndaticm;'~ rei eLJI in appendix C_ 

The ConstiturkmOlI Comro 01 W"stllrn AwtraiOl w~s eslllbU'Ohed to ';rlcuur;o.ge 
peoplll oi all ages to learn about tile Western 1\001rallao political &)'$lllm and how 
to. cctivcry participato in~. It oilers dlsplays on too ConSlitution oooaspects 0/ 
citizenship end political history. TM Electoral Educetioo Centre is looated Withm 
too Mm .. complfl~, ~nd provic\e$ int .. ..r<'lcliy .. rmgr~m.~ <'Illowing pP.Op e to cast 11 
Yote, dis.;ovQI" the oxi<;Jins or d<omocfilCY ~"d u00er5taoo how the voting s~lem 
worb r_ ,'NNI,CC<lfltr", wa.Qov.auAndllX.htm), PrQ!lrams, pre~\lflted in ways 
whlc!1 engage young people. (Me alsO conducted tor schoolstudGnts vlsltlnQ Ih .. 
Centre. Tcoohcr IC~urC& kit:! complemerll: encn program, RCSOUlCC boxes on 
v~riclJlllepic~ are available 10 .""'00011\ in r~mate areM. In addition, the 
Con~titutiollal Cen~ has developed an '0'" Reach Program' which involves '" 
nw\wor~ of 1"" .. 1 plKJpl" in ",,-al <lnd rI/mol" """"s of Wllsl~", Au~lr ili a plovid"g 
programs to students,., thOse areas, S(H119 programs arl! specl1lc tQ IndlqilnOllS 
communitieS, 

A CivGS aM C~izen5hip Education w .. ~jte (wh i: h iocOlp<Ya1es a pr8viou~ 
'Dis(:()verin~ o..rnucracy' .... ebsil .. ) is www.civ(;.arililj~l/ .. shi!l.e<)y.~~. 

'Kids VOII(J<J USA' is a national non-protrt, non-pertlsan organisation:/la! tsnohes 
~tlJdenl~ all<xJt citir~Mhip, civic rMpo",ibiity, rlRmocr"r.y Mrl rol~i<JJI 
participation. TogalMo. willl clas~r""'fL ;ACli,"ji~s, students are provided with an 
opportunity to cast a 'KiDs Vot l1 Q' ballot on elGclion day, and they votg 00 Ih!l 
same oondidatss and issues as aoUit3, In 2004, 1.b milion stUdents lurnod out 10 
Wlte ID!" p,()shiential, kx-... I ~rod ~!~11l r.~rvt i:f",!p.s, A;BII.~ wilh a Ki<t~ Voling USA 
progfaln Ilaw ShOWild a voting rale [0' royi!il~r"d 18 ~r old~ wl, l l! i~ t 40/, 
IlIghar than tor non·paniclpating areas, See ~ ckJdlJ.votInJlus~.orW, 

A~ pilrt of th~ Kids Voting USA ~p.rJic~, 'D<)lJhleClic~ Dp.mocr~Gy· (~ep. 
w __ kid.vor®u~~_O'9<'D!'>"~i;;Clid\ii,, Ir",asp) .;;"", dev~lop,1d 10 a~O'I'I stW~,">!8 to 
particioatH in an authentic votll1g experience lJ6l11g a web-basoo voUng system. 
The onIine ballots replICate the Qandictate~ and issues adults vote for and provide 



sludent!l w~h praclic .. lIalio(s w~lch haveli1l;; to canddat.a biographies and oiler 
riiOU'te.ll. About 35.0Q0 stuckllt:l particIPated oomg th e <1004 preaident~1 

eleOli<)lla. 

'1'",1$ N2 Pu&ic5' is il US·baseO ~ 'M1ict1 otICI'&)"OUIl9 poopIc tfl 
0flI)0ItI.I'Iit k) p;l~ iro O»OUElSlOll toruns on Iopics such ... ~ Ihft llOOnom,. 
foreign pdq.. 'J""f""aI poIilk.af ;ulJN. animals ~ 'Ih& t !lvitQnmlllll ProWsioo ~ 
I\I.!.o ""100 !of l"'U'Q p;ooplw Iv I:un l ribulll \0 w.:v.i'ions untler lh$ OOmllf of "loll 
1'I ''IIl:ha\' and 'ri<111 wing somer. 500 )\')\I)\'.!ooooo2Wljtlcl!; sony!orumGf. 

~j!~X1~~uJt:z!rd-
--- - _ ... _----
------. . __ ...... . 

- --_ .-._- -

Po/i~1 ... rtlllS 

Th" 2004 Young Au;:lrnllall 01 the YS3!'.l-Iug h Evans. hoc ~uggC~tM tho.t yoong 
p;lopkl le-ol shut out of mainstrollm p'llty politic3. 

T h .. lurmlllf ~l;and State YOIJII\ Ml'I.&ory Couroc~ laid the commirtao 111<\1 the 
iceUOG ~ddt<)~ by p e ltICaI PU rt;eS. ~ .. 1korIy ... 1 elD<:ttcn time . • e <to .... ""led b, 
those lelof'r.rIl lo older p&ep'" !In!! our agIlin!J f'OI".IL>\linn 

New fM>\.' 

Or M3dno Vroman, a le<:turer 9t tr"le UllllIfIl'Sity of Sydney. M~e~m:hM ynung 
people 8!Id politics. Sh" WTI"'.5 lhc'1t. 'rho one ",e~ eX panlclpalion that r ... main$ 
low 'or ),0""9 peop(li', iiOO ill<liIlld fur "K>SI: AU!i4;o i.aIlS, I, memblilllhjp of poIti;aI 
p,ulil!$. Rilthli'r than 1a1lel11lQ p.3J'I')I mol'l'lllorel'!ip lI<X: ~na:lO tlJ)atl"l)'. ¥to oughl: to 
lEe now ~~ polittC8l pet'lies have ho!crunI! And H ill Ufllo f"I~'" 
IITo'OI'o'e a new 9"""'fation. Thl ~ no! be by way oI lorm:illl m"m~f5hip; 
it:siNd, pankHo might cur .. ull young PW~iI on isru<n r8lQY.IM 10 \hQlr If\oas' (soo 
Vromilfl). 

I" th! US, I ",,!irlf1y,.j~ 5h,,1y eX )H:Iuln .. hnudes found ~lat y<)V"9 pvoplv WW .. 
~"'i'tS in their C<:Ol'tI'UrMl;"~ l>Yl n<Jll:()I1~rlWd .. bout poIitk:a. As an ooIcomg of 
111111 iludy, a ~lratGQY adopted to re· connecl youth 10 (!cmocrney 19 thot. durino 
election cnmpcigr13. the medii ot'!1 youlh-rnod,mrlerJ ~8nn;c1I!I~ rlllhat .... ("IlP 
Na.M!1 A..~iIIH(ln cl Secreta ries cl Stat .. ) 
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Politid"n5 

Many ''''5",a,ch slu6i<ls in Austral" and ir!lIi1rnalio! lal", ,,,11<1'" tt,ai )'OlI"lg peopl~ are 
cy'llcal a.O<:Ju! the O<:Jha>A our 01 PO~liCianG, 

j~:;o:;,yrilticiWiS thl1msjl;,~s'resU:o'il :1!i6 riifb «YOU/lg p€opl9 in 

Ntw ideos 

Or Aria<J,,.. V,"""',, S"'Y~ Uml politiCians oroly consider young P"'Of'I,. when they 
pf~~ .. nt a plobl",m; thjt \Kl1Al\l peep"" tGnd 10 00 talked >!boot lalh", than lalked 
I'I~~; and lhal young PEOple's pIlrSpOCll1'G>l a.1I lar,,1'\' tnctudl/d in publi~ oobal". 
Dr Vromen sUQQOGt5\hal what is nacdod is direCt cvidcl"lC9 of youn~ PlKlPIQ'S 
eKperience~ IInd ~'QumMIIl Msed on suCl1 evi<leMe (s% VromenJ. 

10 the United Sl~les, Canada and the Untecil<inarinm, wh .... B villi"!) ;';n'l 
eornjJUlSury, it Il~s 1.>0<,.." . huw" that contacl with political partie~ Md candidates ,~ 
an Important &[emef11 of 'gllt-Olll·thll·VQ\II' straI<fQie~, FoUowing the 200 1 British 
~~neral election. tho UK Eloctoral Commis~ion ltjef)liflod a. Ia.o~ 01 C~nv~s$lng by 
politicIans liS a likely reason tor dC3satislOOlian (and lrJW tumou1j among timl1imo 
vOl~IS 

"\f_tO('!awd_y~"Lxj[{J{)0, 

Bcinq hOXlrd 
While young people may be turned oH poktioo as it curICntly oporalC(l. many 
sl,,(j;,,~ and S Llrv~.5 h;o"" 1<>lJno th"t )"lLJng p"opl~ Ilr~ VlJry interested 11 politic"l 
iss","s illl "","l~m to tt,,,rn, Thii chalkilngil for governments is 10 engage wiV1 young 
plolOPle, and the first lh'rtg that )':lung people s~y Is thilt th\lY w~nt to be hoi",d. 

~ H<l.V9 you usr.d any of Ihl/ go>'emrmmt Of)portvniti~ III ViJCIf )'0111 Q(J;nkms 
'9 ebow is~oos? Howeffectlvc was /11 



r 

~wj1u:; 

In WMIem AU'ltra~.!M Ciw;(\ ~ C~itenship Unit inthoe ~tlntn! 011 Pn!miltr 
",nd ~l &im,. 10 antt.>OIO ,j,JfJloo..~ 'II.:y il'l ..... 1 ~ ... l l/ Uuuuyh ~"""'1i "~ 
,.lIlI>e promodon 0/81\ ar;11w el!fzGl'lt'/. The gI)aIis ;1 OOIII/TIUf'lilv wncrn ~ 
WesUIm AustfaWa'l3 ere \OIIlue(J as ei1Qen:i, 'MIem In!!y !uy III signilicanl rdlo! in 
sotlirlg J)<'lIir:y prio~as and wlwe rheyl!llIp 8hape Iil ~ nature 01 thai. soo:ay( ....... 
www·ei!)oen!C ........... 3..Q9v.au/) . 

Or AI1adne Women suggeGt$ IhQl, ''\IounQ people have El br<lad range at 
economio'. 300ial, and pol~i<::al e~PftriolN:e~' ~m11h"t WII"eM 10 'e~ate roilS;"''' 
!orm~ oJ IJ"lH'Imance that recognise and build ujXIf1 dilJ.j(~ll waY'> Ilf ", ;,king 

COI1lmllnkiei, ThosoI . , puW .... rMfIoKI to lIslen tu yooll'\ll*>PloOI InCAI, andyoo.rog 
lJ'KlPIe'. OIwr50 views ami axpet!enccs I'\eOO 10 be ~rtIcuI:llOd In cno 1I'lIDa' (sec 
V'om&n). 

~ tlOUli'11 WJtd 7k¥2J'1-: - ---

Naw ,MU 

in 2003, Ihot CorlY11 ission far Chlldr~n ~nd Young Poopla was 1"",ltod to partlclpalQ 
ill a commltt<;lv l or 100 dilVlllopmonl 01 a sports and rOC(CI\~on ~11ty for )'OUn~ 
~ on Palm ISland in No"!! QlJCOI'ISJand. The COOlmis3ion Ul\derlined \he 
impot1Qr'lOO cri the commiUIi'tI as~"" young peapt'" wh.al thflywanted Tn.. ~llfI 
1oQ , .... Cornrn ..... "'" w ... ~ ,,01 "" "",,*, 1..-,)" ...., ;,"",- U lillJlfltl It, ll,." 1.owlJOo'lol 
cl /hi$I.teiIiiy" b ut , illhE!l 'how do ~ ~ IIw Iirolity llw chifdten w;u>t1: 

III ZOO3,In Patram.:Jr.a In S'f(In$Y, a YOUI/I Jury IIf=loid young pellple WItI 
pr3Clictl1 opponun!bes I!l I.l>ll'!l and di9cu:ls !he ltvIIfu inI&r6SIS and oon.:&m! 0111. 
wide: v~rie!y 01 yoong people acfO!.a 1tu! P~rr~tm."" regio~ . Partieipanl~ Iedmed 
Ilho\Jl ~mW()lt, ne-goIiation skWs and !hI! po:>W9~ or y<MIrrn_L Thi,. .. 1iWh!<..! 
t.~~ to rorm rw.W~tic: r!lCormooooaliOllIl to support tlw 000(l1!)1 me coy oot1ve 
y~1h or P.1rramatla. 

The aim of tIw Vooth Jury was to anl't w.h bridging r3<:ial inlOlor<Yl~c and 
eutrwa! <*vomny omon~ YO\.IOII P801liO of Plln"lImllttB. 

The r$COfMlenttl.tiom of !he YoWl Jury weft! aimeo at key OO\'ellVT>flllllnl 
COIM"IIII"Iity org8niM:iom cl PlI(ram81t>l. 
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T~king action 
VDUng people wBn! \0 be actively ~l'Iolved in demoorncy. Voting at clec1kms Is only 
on", way 01 being ;"V<llved in a Mmocr~t"' S(JCic.ty_ 

i. :rr oi' thefDllowil:rg /!~tivitiiM 'h<iit"YOii.,caiifeclOUt; o/'irOO1dyOU Ii/(I] 10 cany 

.l>.ctillily 
tl ... don. Would like to 

(,,,rxl eo (~c'~l 

VolLJl1tG~;ng W .. , 
l.._, , 

trOti"ll,,!) m r~rtic;fl'lli<>[) in " 10<,,1 y""lh pr";"r.! r1 G 
lnilio\i~g~, t,j(jning a pctliOO 0 ~ An...,clr>g a !a1 y 0( Pfcl.""l 0 
T ftkin~ part in ~ otn'ke C r;;;V 
BQ''''~ ~ m<lm!)Qr 01 a po\1"~1 party U f7J 
Geing ~ "",mber 01 ~ "an., union 0 IT 

, 
Cl Cl S,,;ng ~ memoor of a otudent lI<Iioo 

R..irt\j" """nl ... , "j a """.(lO~~ 
<>rgMls~ll"" Wf\lCI1Iobt>IQ; govQmmG~t I • .g. rho 

W'kl<moo" Sooiew. Nme'~ In(omotioJ:,o,l, 
0 GJ 

<l< "",~,."",.) 

COrotacbng a pol~i<:Ian or loco! gO'iomment U Cl' 
cOl.Jnct~or 

Lvi P " rt'cipato.g in A Y",i h P"'-'""",nt n 
Bo;ng invOlVod '" (\ YOlI1l\ Council 0 R 
s.,;,'\! ;IIVoI • ."j ., wO ",,,,,,,isHliun ..-11"", sw"", to D GJ 
fopro""ru lh<1 VlaWl: at younq ~OPIll (6.~. YOUI'IQ 
Au~\(~lian Rural NetYIorf<) 

Ywng PQOP!'; SiJ.Y lhat ICl 09 ¥"9i1!<t!d ~'cWmocracy tho;oy 0000 things su::I1 ~s­

i-1k>rmaTion; 

<>prortun~ie~ tn "djw.ly ..ngl!g<l in d~mocf:.cy: 

... n ide~ aboul..mat can b<.o achieved fe .. listi;; .. lIy; 

spaces i-1 Which to meet al'ld discuss; and 

access lCll~ irtt..,.-net, pl")()/cc~"'rs, ~Ic_ 

~a What ~ssktllncfj or 8t'ImUlIl{}!!mefJf do YOlinMdrrom gOv<!rfllllllnllo mk~ 
J!t ",---ticm ;aboLill/J .. issu,,~ you fiSlpassiOt1a/sllbo<Ji1 

_"!_>!w.I.\JtIa~ 

8,,,,ba"'i' City O;o')lwil h~s- u..w.Io,..d 'Visibl.i! Ink', ;le "'eosite which alia,., yo"ng 
~opl .. 10 hav9 a say i-1 th~ Council's proqrams. The w¥bsits conlaills inform .. ti.m 
about hol'l you~g p0Qple oan have their say. eventz for younO poople. lin!<s to 

/;l J 



rewurces and a forum through whiCh young people can expreS3l11eir Ojli1 ions. 
The Dnundl has 1IIso provided young people with are~ around Br~bane where 
they can COIn<;! tog..ti1er to m9"t and orgiUlis" activiti"" and proj"",t~ UI' inkwi!sl to 
lt1em. Tllese areas arc accosSibic 10 young pooplo unci wen resouroed (500 
www.Visible-ink.orgfl. 

Th" V"1<.1orian GO~9Ilt produc~d ~ handbook tor yOL!Og pi/opl" \J!l how the» 
can create change in thair oommooity. The handbook provldos sUIlgestlons on 
how YOlNlg people C8I1 get active on I'l projectlheyleel pllSsionete ebolIt. and how 
thP.y D1\l1 frnplemem that project (see- ........ _YUh >'ic.,.,.,... r Mh;fTYPShmpl.p;1) 

Th .. Rl\¥l<jation for YOlXlg Australians 1£ a non'piollt organisation d!ld!catlild IQ 
del'elOlling innovative in~imiVDS that suppon and empowor youn~ people aged 12 
t025, rh ... Foundation provPdes ~"'<Hl61ding for id~ .... ~, proaclively seekS ro­
flriding m ~L!pp<lrt ina;ali~s and help~ the recipients structure themMlvas 10 
ensure Iong-telln sus!.a.'nabilily. Each \l<!lIr. !hI! Foundaliun manages a portloIiJ of 
I,lrallls lotli.O!l!l about $6 mi.1011. Alloost 25% 01 lotal grant fullding is d"'-'ical<id 10 
ill~a~ves specificaOy dosignod 10 bcne/tt young Indigenous Australians (sea 
"""Y'&','lQUOQ8Ustrn,ha09 owl. 

New iOOa;) 

The Youth E~tor .. l Study (YES) fOlJrld that p .. ranl. a", r"Qan;hod by)lOl.OQ 
pIiqIl<;I as Ihli most ,mponam ilOUrciI ef j;/ormatioo about yotinll. Tlilevi5ion and 
newSpaper9 are the noX\ mo~t Impof1ant. howevcr younQ pc<>ple lAew t,~e8a lart"r 
sources with aome soepticism. 

\tfuJ_ Jlw,;jc( Cd M l;10W1J.~1wI #-:-_ 
:pJlJijJ atz1J::~~~~?J cp@(EL 

~------

WlMt rofe C3llfIOO-gOvwnmcm foun-di3t/OfU;'oroomtn(//Jl!ywgan/s:Jrlons pJa~ 
In gfltt/rlg yoUIfIJ peOple. ~ctiY" and iilYONedWith d.!mocnicy7 

N"w,deM 

The I-l~ pire rawx:lation (gee YM'W,ingDire,org,!!u) ~ a nalional nM-pro!l! 
Io<mdalion Mlk:n anu 10 create opportunities for young Austra~ans. pr~lry 
aged bHtwa9ll 16 and 25, to help lMems9lves «00 01OOr8, Too FOlIlldaH(li1 
acknoll'ledQts Thm young people wnn! 10 mn~c n positive difforenoe in tOOr own 

• 



li~&~ and n their communities. Young ~opl~ IIr~ active,>, in~o/v~d if the 
development and dejivery 01 all the Four>datiol1'~ irlitiatives. One in~"'hve, 
'A~1Now', is il WlIb-bilsgd silrvice that 1'111 prol'ldil \'O\I1~ p~pI~ II'HIl idormal K.m 
aod support on how they cIln become ilwolvod in i:lSL!CS or causes ,r their 
community that they am r~SSiM ~t.. al".<lUt 

VibeWire Yolfttl SilrviclilS i. a voh.mtilsr·ba.wd, non-;'Jrolil yoolh ml!dll and ~raining 
orgar.!sa~on whioh provides young plXlple aged betwe(ln 16 and 30 'llilh an O!l~!w 
lor\Kl1 Ihroogl'l wNch !hey CBn access ir!tormation on a f(\noa oi ~opic$, p.xt;cipato 
in di~cu~inm; with other young people and boc.nrT1f! ;'V<llved", th~ e~c:hange 0/ 
imormalion w;th other young pe'-'Pioo (~"" www.vibewire.net) Receill in ~iative5 
;"dud!.! '~I~cllD!lTri.C~"~ ('''G WI'IW.~ion1ri.Ck"r ,oov..Vlllo'hich "",1'. )'O Cl' 19 
poople oul D!llM oampai9f\lrai as reporters in lhe 2004 Federal election. Th"S(l 
rcport$ were lill l sed by six rlldio stations, SI>S and A8C n~, 

The US Ad Council ;" "- non.prom orga r>iu tion wh ich prodtlC" S, di.;rh'I ... ~ anrl 
p,omol",s pi-blic 5~'vic" G""'P"-iyflS on a fang~ uI i.sws. A recllrll campaign, 
'FiQht Miln""qulnlsm', roouss!ld 011 Improvlrog youth civic .. ngag~m"" arid vol~r 
participation, I1 involVod telcvi:lion and radio ads aimed al gotllng ~oung people 
involved in 133ue~ lh ~y care IIbout, volunl~rino an<! votil10 (sea 
'NWW, I' ghtma nnp.9'lin;, m."m) 

'Rock tile Vut .. ' i ~ ii "o:."'-p ..... il urg"ni.<ltiun wt, ,,,!! "ir051 tQ anY"!Je ya.ng people in 
I!!~ putltical prccess in thQ Unit"d Stw.s arid draw a~n!icn to i5ii""~ of c",",,-,ern 
10 young people. It eoordinales voter registration <;i1\1eS and oovcation effom to 
(lrlsure YOlJflO people exerCise their rig hi to vote. Youth cu~urc iG Imr'Km30d lll lhO 
promotion of its c ~mfllligM, many of which re!l.(ur~ high protHe ce!e brllle~ IIlckJding 
mu,,,,i,,,,, a~tOfs, athlele~ and comedians. )r, Ih<> ~OO4 alo!>;otion5, 1 ? mi li"" 
f"'ople took advanta!/'i' 01 th~ 0, ga~i.-alic<l's onlinll voter registratb n fociJily, and a 
k,ltillllr 200,00{) rijgj~1~'''d as apart 01 \t1 .. Rock too Vot" Bus Toor iicr(J!;S It", 
oountry (1000 IWlW29Gk_thll:yot(tcQ.rJlJ. 

-------

---------------------
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<1",L.d~ttl'\.t5 for V\AuRi~ II 5UO.-AtS5i.D __ _ 

There::; no set 10IT1l fO( a ~l!bmlssion 10 Ihe committoo. SubmissiOr1~ may bo:.l made using 
l/w inquiry response form or in Ill" form nl a latter," substanti/IJ paper or 11 ~hort 
dccwnent and they may include appendices. Sutmi~sioos may~ontajn fact., opnioos, 
argumimtl; and rliCommimdalions for action. Thll moo usafuJ submis8tomi ar~ to the 
point. 

The oommltlee WQlJId prelerWfittan submissions, but 1'111 also accept submissions on 
audio tape. For written su~missions. typed or printedtelrt 13 prererable, though legible 
hand .... ritl .. n ~IJbrnj~~ion~ ,,1"/1 "CC<'!piab""_ NIJrl"lboo!r!!d rag"'" and, for ~CJhmis>;ion.., In 
~xcess of 20 pages, ~ llr;,,! summalY and a table ~ c<>lt"nts Is also h(,lfilll. 

Al submissicns mu!;1 include the n~ and contaCI det;!ljls cA 100 person m.!kill!) lIle 
submission. Tlws@makingaso.rurnihlonOll l.>ehaH uJ all <.><yanlsalioll shocrid indicate at 
wllat!w61 tJ18 submission has ooQn aUlhor~oo (ilg sub-commlttil!l, pr806iden1, chair, ~tc.). 

Publ", <>IIicer1i may make subrnis"ions as private ;"'diviJuals. H"",,,v...-, l f""''''~flC<i j~ 
made in a submission to thalr offlolal position, it MOUld also b9 made clear lhatthll 
submisGion is mada in a prIVata capaci1y. Submi:lsi<>r1s irem oovemmlOl1t depnrtrnants 
3hould be all1hor~<'ld in acccroanc!! w~h normal depl!.r1mental procedUr<'l. 

Content Bnd rel .... ance 

A ~ubrrission ma~ co",",r som~ or all 01 the issue~ r"i~ed in the response form. II would b!! 
h~lpful I submissions clearly stated wn;:h iMues are being add/e!5S00 

The <:ommitt,...,'s u.~",,1 pr<'"X"Oedur"" is In plhlir.Jy ,,,,,I .. ,,,.s" ,,""laIlle "ubrri~sion.. in the 
Legisla~ve Assembly_ Not an submissiofis will n<wcessar~y b<iI published ",,&Of tabled The 
cornfJlilt.... r~s"",es Ih" rl~t 10 oot pullli,*, or t~ble confidelJljal submissions, Of 

iilJbmissions which are Irrelevant, conlaln scurrHous or dllfamalol)' matllflal, Of ar", 
otherwise net suitnbJe fer publishing. The convnitTce will inform you ~ it deOides not to 
(lCcept, or not to lIuthorise the pu~lication of, YOlK submrS3ion. 

Confidentiality 

The CommittM "Hempls IQ mMt...:1 it.'! in'l,Jiries in th .. mM! <>;JM wa~ ~sible. How<'M!(, 
if you b/>~eve that your submissiofi (0.- par1 01 it) should not be mad"" pub!<::, cleafly writ .. 
'cOI1rOOlli~I' on ~ach page and, in j brief covering Iv~, explain wilY your '>'UbmiuiC>rl 
should bG trea!&d conlidentlal!y. The committee WlH than COMlder your r9Quest for 
oonfldcntiolily, 

Unauthorised Release 

Onc!! the c()I1lmit!ee receiv~s" sutmission, it becnmes commlttM propMY end ~ho,,1d 
no! be pLblishlld without Ih" cOlTlmiltoo's aulhurisat;ol'1. PutJiit:atioo cA a .ubmission 
without L'l& committee's authorisation means tIlat that publloallon ls not prDtaotad by 
parliamentary privil!'ij!t and mey amount to a contempt of PIlMiament. 

" • 
" 

OLO 4000 



Submlulcm~ eloR! on WDd'nHday. 30 p.Jov~mb~r 2006 
E;i(!ern; tQr.s to me c~in\l 00.10 maytlO ijillCll. It you need more ~me to make a 
:1.U5?/'"Ii$SlOn. or il you r&qUlre ILI1hfIr .,Inrm,.hon. r.onl»rJ Ihl! t()f'IV"I"Iin"'~ !llc ,eI~ rial on: 

T(!j(nh~: [Of) :¥I06 13!J7 
Fill( ' (07):WOO 1010 
Emai!: Rc Ooiu1i ... N ... 1.l!1d.g9v.au 

CCpiC6 01 l i"1 ~ Pllpel and IlJI otrter PlJbUclltioo~ by th~ Leg~ 1 a;, d CO r"ll!litu!iooal C"."mit!~e 
11111 lWalla!lie 0/\ Ihf! In!.. ' '''''! Wlthe cornm jff~'~ ~ p~ l'.1: 
www pl!ri ~mMt.qld.oov.a ulcomonlltMi~V!lilk;,v l'trn 

NlIme: 

Em~i '; 




