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'("l(~ voLa 

The aim 01 this inquiry Is to make practical rocomm~nc:atiOlls to 
Increa~e tho:llnterast and panlclpatlon 01 young paop~ in demu~H~Y ill 
QIJ\lII~I:an<l. 

The committeR w~rlt~ to ~ aM lrom YOUllQ people, in partioular, about: 

$ >Mlat it needed In QlJElansland; 

® what w1i WO(k; 

~ what wool: and 

fI;; what YQu want to do or e:>:per~~_ 

w~ would also like to hear tram al ~I~ in Ot"' ..... "IRnd who have ~n 

inn.r<"5! in y<Xlrlg prop!'!!, or in Y'l""S rADpII! ell{lagil'lc in democracy. 

Ta help you to think aoow, ~scuss and rllspond 10 matt~ls. r~~va~t to 
lhi;o inquiry, W<.I h:avII Slit oll! fallow some; 

M .. Kamples 01 slfillljlQiQs suggested ur Ir:..J elsww)",rO/, 
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EduClItionflnlorm.aon 

It is thg job of the Eklctoral Commlolllon OUeat1Siand (EGO) to GnSUfll that piIOIIIG 
enrol oM vot(lll1 olectioos, To do this, tile EGO uses education and ;)Walel'l(l~~ 
pragr~ms (~_g, pruok,llrd". posle,.'I and 'IoChooI Vi5ItS), 

fa r.tMt~l:l:W;~-'-'diiliiIie;;-Oi<"'_"----,J;.;~!jt.f.''' -, .. If''_~'''' -'Jb 
:""''''_'' .~",.~" ," ",,,,'-';.' _.", " .. 'it"t-.'· c''', __ .r'i",!e",~, .. , .. ~~. '. """'_'" ' ... ' 
~.: .. _ ,;,"",<, .. :\' .'~~/f', :. -<",",;;',' < ;:jo: ": ;:'.:-,>' ';fi ~"._:_-;.:.::,(-;. <'-'" ,v'" ';,';- --<, 

New ido!as 

In 2003, Elections CaMdll partnered with C_ in th ~ Cll.Mroom 10 deVelop R 
ne .. llOI~r !!dur-"'l!ion prog'i'lm for ~ll1df!nt". inching a r:onle,;t challer.gitlg pAOple 
aged 16 to 18 to create 3O-secand public serv;;'" a/lf"QUllC8ffienls on Ilideo telling 
their 1"""" why the democlill'.c prOCliSS and voting ars impartant. 

The Unitod Kingdom Electoral C"'m,'~"""'c. ,:',",",' "~'.,~'," ,~"' 
people involved in democl'llCY. It may b,oi IIcce!sed at: 
PnOlics' coodlld .• workshops "nd ,,,"I,,,,,,t~, ' 
acro5S the IJK for yooll9 fl6<lPJe.. 
In A~tralla, t/lg Y()ulh ElilCtoral Study (yES) tound that soma Incgntivoo would 
attlaCll a Hrstvotc. Young people s3id a tax bmllk or the use 01 prornotiol1a1 rook 
corcer!3 would bfI the mOllI ",tfecfive incentiv<'!s, tlklt there was also some support 
for the nctim 1""1 il"l(:""jj"e" ~fmLJId not n.. nAeded "'" vdi"£) i. ~ re~pon.jMjty 
lhac comes with dtizetl$h.p 

~: '~J~~rT~~~~\~ __ ~_,_ 
~.\" ( f .fl4,-'I:{.e_:').lO, ! IDan t-" ___ , ~ .. _ .. __ ~ ___ _ 

Vo1er ~istration 

In Austral;.!, each per~on mu~t '"''''pi''''' M enrolment fnrm 10 r~gister to votP.. 

Naw ideols 

In MmIl CDUI1tri<'!S, registrlltian is clone hy the gov/')rnment M thAt ~Ie ~r~ 
autcrnabc alty regist"-id whetl tMey reach I'Otin g ilg~. An inlernat:Onal ravort by 
th~ "'st~ul .. for O<;lmOCfOlcy and Electoral Assi(ltanow, Youth Votllr P"TlicipaficJn, 
suggosts aulomal~ rogistmtion bY tMIl government ratl1cr than it ooing a duty 01 
ellc" per~on 10 "'Mol 

Cthijr wuntr",s .matl!\l p;I()pk> to f<7gis:klr at ... pol ~n~ station on IIll1Ction d<ly, Of 
On-u:lO. 

In C&naM. Eiectoos C"nad~ identile s peapl~ who have tUfned 18 through 
jnlor.l1<ltion providllu by, for \lXampl ll, lhio tax off icQ and malOr vlihiclll rll<:list~fs, 
The 8hJof Eleotoral Omcer ""'ilc~ te 1hD$!l people to €Ink 1t)cm to conrirm that th&y 
are ~Ogibl~ to vat~ and ooM~nj to being indL!d/!d in the nMional regi3l~ r_ 
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Polling steliona 
In ~en~land, poll ing ~tation.~ "'~ usually located in 5Choa~ or h~i5 and !lIe open 
bt!tween Bam and fipm 

J HpwW/Jld IhA.'ECP m"k;".i/ "',,£i .... ~}riI.Hlg~tb Ca!JIIMirVot/!? 

Naw id"a~ 

In recent C(lnadlan olechons. EkiotiooG Cnnada introduced more pollS in 1oo011oos 
to ...mich young people h!l.V<l aMY acceS3, such as near iltudent reS:dences and 
Unillf"'~ty ""ighb<>,Irhood~ . 
In C"",,,.I", P<>h lY stations ara o~ jor t 2 hours. 

Delegations tram tho Austmlinn Electoral COmmission and the ViC1or1an Eloolaral 
CommissIOn oooerved electrerne ~otin(J processea e.t elections in 100 USA UK 
Nlcllr~land hIo,tWf!M ~OOO Md :1002. Th~ delflgatlnn. coosioorer1 thl! diffelt'!nl 
Cf'100n5 that Bre available, Uleir advantages and clsadvantage5 and r>oVl e~r.h 
uplion wuuh.l "'-'I Au~tr .. iil'~ vot rl~ ~y~WrTl". TIIIj ool"9al"-,,l, (liComtn~nd~d e­
voting bQ maoo availallle to CllrtOl.ln clas&a~ 01 vot9rs in~luding va\lIfS in Afllaretica, 
vorers ill fomolC ,Ioc:>tiorn:, \/{ltars with a di5ab~ilY and overseas \101&1"5 (sea 
"'Y('!!'.!lec.QOyeLII conleollWhativo1Uglelectroojc reqortl')1;Jex him and 
!'iWWAeG 99v.aut c. ontentJwhativptin gIE .)'9~og f eo oct. pdfJ. 

A r~c~,,1 '''1-''-'''"1 01 ~,,, Victori"" S:~r"liny of Actc and R"~"lat;""$ C"mmiM~ .. , 
VictorilillJ EI,.,;tronlc DfllJlI.)cr;;.CII, conskWn.d lI!Qctronic voting. It rIlQ<>mrrn,mdE/d 
that Vkncrian cloo1ions nhQuld nat llc condUCted mmotcly Ilia information and 
communicB.tiona techl1OIogie3 in the near tutu re. but identilied the foJowing key 
"dvantaaes nI remote voting sy~lem~: 

III1~y acces~ for tr;.,vetter~ Md di~abled peapl",: 

proVIding en interlace for other technolO\liea auol1 as screen readers, Braille 
I".omrut!'tr~, magn~iers of alt!'trnati"", data entry ~ystp.m.,; 

allowing for th" "My ~n<f chellp dj .• trihutirm of baflot p~pms in different 
languages; 

instantaneous processing; and 

al!owing volers to acceSS a wide range of olM' informaljon whi .. mnsirl!!>[ing 
and c"sti~ their VOI\!, 

~ , .. __ .~?:?n .. ~I;~_. __ 0.~~_._I0!'~j~ IAKybv.l 



Advanoe vollng 

Currenlly ill OJeensl3l1d, ij you can't vol.., at your ll<Oafesl fX>lUng booth on fle day 
01 Cl stile <;I!oc1ion, sp<;ICi:o.l ~l1'angamlil11s can txI made for you 10 ca.t your wt .. , 
suah 3~ by (ldvaflco voting i1 p.;rooo or postal votin~. Tho3<; optiOI1G al"Q (lvailabl<l 
in onty .rome circum~taoce--5 • for eJm;mp!e, ~ ynu: will h" int .. ;stat .. an poling My: 
ha\l~ a disabiHty; or can'l vot .. OIl that day be<;l<use uf rali<;lioll!i b9liwfs_ For further 
infoonilion, sw WWW.9CQ .. Q!!i.gq).l.;!1.I. 

New friM. 

In the UK, postal voting is 3vailable 10 any eligible vOlElr on request. A peroon may 
<lpj:iy for POGI<II voting tor a particular elechon. tor " certllin p<triod oi lime 0< lor all 
tut .... e election~. 

T (0 lacilit",t .. ~(Ot~, LII ... tat .. gowlT1!l19rlj could d....,lare the d>lY of '" .tale slectio<l 
a pllbllc holiday or sched.J/€l3l1 ai9cUon for a da~ other lhan a Saturday. 

In luture, It electronic voting were to be irltrodtx:ed, for example, ~ need not be 
neces .... ryto h1l.v" 1I.n '"J..clion day', with "tl """"~ CM! nn the Mme day. Votng 
could take pllICe, for ~xample, over an 'election week' 

" -"1",,---\ dco -\0 {I\\ K y,\vo\J\k \0 
IW! QI', r rj1"--__ ~_ 

CJO\!le of rolls 

Curront,'y. after 0 Slate oklclion i~ caltcd, peoPle ~!.we between 5 nnd I dn)15 10 
M~j~t .. r 10 vot". 

101" .... irI~M 

" 

Prior to the 2004 tederal a!cctiDn, the Special Minister of Stole, EriC Abet! 
proposed that: 

thoiI ~teclor ... t rol 00 cIo"ed tu new v"'~rs on th .. day Uu ... teetiull \"I,it. woutd be 
is.uoo (U!Juallv the daV the -etection It anrlOOnoed): and 

people wi~ing ta r.h1l.11g" Ih~ir ~nrolment rlEttaiL, he giv,," Ih ... " r1ftY~ to do so. 

Thi3 propo~;!.1 did not proceed 1I.S iJ w~s not ~upported by the non·government 
p<'I."iI!s 
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11 Fixed election day 

In Qwenslilnd, thsre is 00 lix9d \/Iection day klr sl<lt~ "~licns. 

A lixw <;I~tion day could allow improv9d civics BOucalion COI.IISes, mock·eloctions 
and other strategies Qr'lCoumgillQ young people's engagoment ~mh el.x:tiorlS to be 
planne<l in I!.dv~nce (M'>e Milooll. ror exam pia, a fixed election day I'/Iluld a:low 
cr.-ic~ educat= to plan and condl.JCt their CO\r':Se~ in raraQe! with ~n eledion 
c~JlIp~i9'l, 

ll) -00 -~ ihrtik_im~cr~~~~llpr'fi,'''~~ili:H~<!$&i:fr:r 'J«remml3l(t 
l!I frJ,cansid9racfJr1lIgelof/)loCfrolm(JIectP.i/lfl?','., :.:" ;.', 

New iooM 

In Qw",,,.I,,fl(], "I""lions lur all k.x:al gO\l"rTlm~nt <lIJthmit;';'s are g.".-,erany held 
""''''I four years o~ th" laet Saturday jn Maroh. 

\< ~~O __ \~'ve \\ :=h9y\d t~ () PHd dC><J 
-lltt'w-'!'k-" kiclLL~h\,,: n",k~, ____ _ 

---- - - - --

NIIW voting system 

In QueooslaM, a sYGlcrn of optional prcforonllul votin~ is ~s!ld. A tact SrKlet about 
'OPV' is ~vailabl~ Irom: www.eco.gld.qov_tl\J. 

lli Do )'OiJthinl! your,gMoplq"r<W11/ bc,rrw.roiilfrilt't#:WIJJf me yorln{i eys1!m? 
,~ was .ofIan~ed. 'so· !Mt. candir1/1iS$ nmnilJf1,:p~c~i1ilV1':if!S.I1P$()t JX1l!Iaillilrimer~~ 

toypung: people '_re',l1'I9m~kt!fij(J: g(!Jt"~~- 8Jld:Nve:::1i '-voice .1n 
pai1i~ment'! - ,,' - ' , 

A~pendix 0 conlain~ a relliMd version 01 Il papar prepared for en ilquiry, Hands 
on J'21rli1Jment, by Ih" L"GIIII ~r.d Con~mulional Committee of the pr&viQus 
Pa.-liamwnt. It .-OviWI; jnfcrmalion about QI.X \IOhng ~y"\em ~nd wa~ it m'ght b" 
dlanged to provklll marll divllt.lV in cawldalliOs whu miyi,! 00 "I..::W, 

As in Queensland, the \lUling sy3tem ~ the UK mak.es i! vary cillici.l\ for 
caruiidat~~ from mm pan)o,~ to oel eleoed_ In May 2005, aome 500,000 ~choo! 
students in thll UK votlid i l a mock .. lee!ion \0 coir1cide with the general ekietioo"_ 
Th .. studllnt. votad for (ha actual ca,lldkiallls. Th .. re"uh .howw that the 
etudont& woro attrected to pa.rties whiGn ran candidatas on certain iSSueS: ler 
eXllmple, sludenls who felt p~"s iooate about the environment \lUted tor the Green 
Party. Desp~~ failing to have iI. sir1g le candidate rett .. ned in the g!!Oelai eiectiom, 
the :3rwn Party SOCU[OO 45 out of a pos.ible 349 ~eil.ts in the mu~k et..ctoo. 

Proportion~1 r!lprM~nt~tion voting, which i~ used for Senate elections in Australia, 
provd~ greater opportwity for m;nor partie~ \0 win ~e ... t' 

~':ie", _ i, jl~nl_()\w_"oICDEh.:hlCI_hhud 
C() __ We __ ~_n~W _.1-.''.lb\,-I._Wl ___ hJ)(lJ __ --P0Y ___ D.1.\L _ 

_ :t.1:\bA0L _b'."-'!~10L_O,-"7C-itl.. ___ H:\-I_:>·_1o_I-sil,'::.L_hc s 
v.K)viq()l liil Y\O'~ . _ __________ _ __ 
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Voting ;IIge 

In Australia, you must be 18 Y9flrs old to vota. The minimum voting ag9 in oltHlr 
COlKltrie3 ranOOO from 1510 21. 

The milmurn aQoo set by tne law for ather activities are lisled ifl appoendIX B. 

~'_~_~aw_.~~ 
New id.<as 

In April 2004, following a projAC! on the age 01 ... !edorlli majority, the United 
Ki'1gdom ElecloraJ CoovnOssion recommended that the minimum ao~for a.I "'vel~ 
01 voting in public "locIi()f1s in ttw UK .....-nal., at 18 years far U1W 1".,9 t.eing. The 
UK EleGltlraJ Commission adVIsed, howaver, that ~ expected to IXlOOrtak9 a 
tunlJer formal review of ttle minimum voting ace wfttln a further fiv(l to sewn 
ye~. Itencouraged the ,ovenY'l1MI to consider in.iating a wider review oi l/1e 
~ oi majority. 

In 2000, a report on changing EoclaJ and legal framGWOfKs far young Ausr.>lians 
found that, despito soma intorest in !jOtting more involvod in theIr community and 
in I,JOvemment decision-makin~ processes, young people were quite ralUCI(lflt to 
d~;m th~ right ~nri re~p"""ibiity 01 h~vin(J the vote YOLJnger than ~t a(/!'llB. The 
majority (74"'1.) d 1"'oog people involved in the research Mid thattheywern nd 
rlNldy or int.,r,,~1ed in getting iIlvolvoo in formal poiilical p,<x: .. rs""'~ sLd1 as vot>ng 
IJ9(0fl! thGy WGre 1 B. Their p3fl!nts agreed, wnh a majorrty (51 %) SU!lgiSting that 
young people are not mature onough and not intoreSlOd in voting DGlora thoy aN 
lB, IInd tnat young people under 18 Mve other pressures to confront and oon{~nd 
witl ("et" ellr"on, Fbgl'>rllkj and RochA). 

Ccmpulsory y<:ting wa~ inlfc>do<oOO in OuelOnsland~, 1914 .moJ by lb~ 
C<umOllwlla~h In llil24, ReslIarch b~ M~ne' (pulJlilOM-d in Civic LfI .. ,dCY; Hvw 
Informed CItizens Make DemOC'i'aCY walk. uniyere~y Press 01 New EnQland, 
Hanover. 20(2) mdKlatee that the et1ect ot introdUCing compulsory voting in 
Au~tralitl wa.." to hri"l.l abnut ~ 23% overall increaM in voting. 

Education In schools 
In QucCtlS1;:md schools, \horc is no ~wjcor aalcd 'civicS education' or 'oitlzenship 
eduoation'. Primary ~nd seeandaJ)l s!lJden~ learn abotA democracy, incllKJin~ 
parliament, government and .. fectioo5, '" a number 01 dlterent subjer.ts. St"d,,~l, 
also !/X~li!ri9r1C11 democracy at sctlool, ior example throLJgh gl",,'tion, fur sd\OOt 
oouJ'lc~ mombe's and/or SGhoollcQ(!ors. 

EducOltitln about democrlcy 
Add~iOOJI ooucational opPOrturltiea relevant to demoomcy include: 

, 
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visits 10 le" QLJeenil""d Par"amen!, or to a regiooal sitting of the Queensland 
Parliaroon~ and ioocilticnal i«:ti~iti .. ~ pcovid'id by Par,arn\lfllilry Eu"",.!"", 
S(lr.'ioo~; ana 

electoral ~d",<,ation acti~itio;!s c<;nductsd by 111 .. Auslralian Electoral C.ommission, 
such a~ ~hoolllisits, 

For tellChers 

91f1Qw(16~5YOllr~atJool~proilcho/ictJ~1kii1,Bnit'p~:i:j'e:J7lOCi<lay1. 
l!iHiJw O?UkI;~i.:dailti:'~ betterWP<lf~d:ti:H'JliYl'g;;gl't~~'" ," -

New ideas 

In prcvioos inquirios, lhoi Lego[ and ConUlrtl!(ional Committee and 1l'Hl Log;!1 and 
Constitutione.l Committees of the 49th and 5Dth r!lrli~ments have ma<le 
",comrn""ru,ti<ln~ ahout "iv ",~ education in Que"" .• r?lnM_ Srn~ar 

rocommenda\ions hav~ been made by many other Austra~'an bodies in recent 
y~a'~. A list of sOIne uf thus!! r~omm~ndalio(ls is sel out in appendix C. 

Tho Con~!itutiorl(ll Contre of WOGt"rn Au5tralia W(l~ cnt~bl~hcd to onaowmoe 
people of ~IIIIQe~ to learn l'lrout the Western Au~trai!ll1 po~ticlll ayslem and how 
tn ;O[CfiWlly p~rtidpat .. in it. I1 "fillTs rli~pI"y~ m lM ('.<ln~titulim Md a.'P"r:I~ of 
aiz8nship and po~ticaf histOl)'. The Electoral Education Ce"'r~ is located w~hin 
th .. ~rne ~um)JI!iJ:, and ~Q";u..s illtl!rac!ivl! ~<>!Jr;t!n" ~11"wing I"'opito 10 cast a 
vO!~, discover !ho origins of dornocraav and \JIIOOrs!and how th$ voli1lg systlim 
work~ (~OO wwwccoj)/!ew£) COy mlDndoX htm\' Proorams. presentw in wayS 
wruch Bng~e young people, aTe also conducted lor schooJ siudent~ vi~i~ng the 
r. .. ntr~. Teach .. r r .. YJO."C~ kit<; CC¥l1f'>1ement eKh rrO<Jram. R"~nL1fCl' bo""" on 
vario~s topics ala av~ilable to SdlOOls jn r""note areas In add~.;l<l, :he 
Constitutional Conuo has oovolopoo an'Qui: Roach Progr.om' which invoN .. s er 
OOtwark of 1000.1 peopte in rUlalllnd mmOlO urcan of Wcstcrn lIustraia prcvidir<g 
programs 10 students illthnM areM. Some pregr~m~ ~Ie ~6C~ic te Indigenous 
COOlm"n~ie.s. 

A a\llcs and Citlzonshlp Education wobslta (which IncotpOratG!l a ~~vioos 
'Di5Coveril"lQ DemocracY' webs its) is WW\lt,pMirpodQtizenship edu.au. 

'Kids Voting USA' is a natiu1al OOft-prQlft. non-parli5an organisation !hai teacM~ 
stud"n\!; ilbout c~ilvnship, civic responsibilly. d~lacy ilnd petitical 
partiCipation. Together w~h clnssroom activities, ~tudCnts arc preVidOa With an 
opportunity tQ ca3t a 'Kid~ Voting' b~IIQt an ei&eiicn day, ~nd they vote on the 
same caildidiltes ar.d issues as edults. In 2004, 1.5 milHDn students turned out to 
\l0r.. fOI pr~id~ntial, local ilnd .tal" caTldidillvs. A,vas w~h a I<kls Wtiny USA 
pro~rom have show(){l a vOliflg mte 10< registered 18 year oIos whicrl is 14% 
high<'tr IhM for non·partit.ir~til1g ~rM~. S"'!!> www.hl~¥<>IiMlJM om!. 

Al;: part of the Kids Voting USA slIrvice, 'DoubI9C~~ Dl/mocracy' (8(110 
~ww ~idijWir,(j;;:;;:l.Qr;;,tQoyb!gCI icMntrQ,'lSQI '.' .. o.~ CC'ic!oped to all{>", ~ludo"ts to 
~r1icip~t .. in an ~uthMI ", voting eXpP.'ienc~ using ~ W"h·M~ .. d vOI.ing ~yst~m. 
The on~" .. ba~ots r"plk:at .. the ca" dkiates and issw~ adLlks wit> fo<. and provide 
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students with practico bnllots which have links 10 caooiooto biographies anCl other 
~ourc8S. """'rt 35,000 stLJdI'rll~ parlicJpated durirla the?()04 pre~id<!nllal 
l;!Iections. 

'Hens N2 Politic:!' is 11 US-based websile which Qt1ers young people 00 
oprortunily to participate in di3ClISsion forums on topics such as the- economy, 
lorel~n p!}licy, Qilrn;lra! pol~ic~1 i~suils, anirn ... l~ and !hi 9nl'i"en'mmt. Provi5i</n is 
also mado far young pooplc to. CO!1Ir1buto to. disClls~ions under U\{) OOMer of "eft 
wing char Md ";ghl wing camer', S&e www.l~eQsn2palitics.oomllerumsl. 

~ ~'-k"-,,,", ---LiLI fW""C""'---.lvi!.'-u7Y-y--".CrYOfio"i'j","o'!<b",ILoO'_ 

T11r F',->I.~tl..ctll.s~"tet\-l. tlvcd pol.ttlcLav...<;. 
c 

P"HIIcIII partl~s 
Th .. 20G4 Youno Au~trllMn nf In'" Y"'ll.r, Hugh FVlIruo;, h .... ~ ""OOAMerithat yotJn9 
peopte feel sflut out 01 maillslr .. am party politics. 

Th", ~nrrn"r ~ef1-slaod StaI,. y()(,th Advi$ory Cnunc~ tnf;1 tM .. mmmittee that th .. 
i~~ UOiIS addr .. ~s,,<.J by p"~Ii<:'" pad;"s, partk:ularfy at "r...;,tiol1 I." .. , ar .. dominaW by 
:hoS<;I r~lgvan: to ofdar PG'Ople and our a~inQ population. 

nl ~",.~'"lil;"~' '''_i''~' S#-c,,,l{'>io~j':; ,,"J~ffl:;. '--'~"'~'''''''~''. , ." ,.,~''''''':'!:fI.-",''" . _ . ,.P,," "'-"'. y.,,,--,,f;<. ~ •• ," 

New!deru; 

Or Arladf)" \lrom9l'l, a lecturer at the Ullivl>[~ily of Sydney, r~~earch"s )'<lUng 
paople ano poiltics, She ~rrtcs that, 'The one alea 0/ partiojpatlon that f(lfT1alns 
Jo~tor yomg peopl~, IInd indeed tor most AustmlieM , 13 membership Qf politi:a1 
p'"--rt~s. Rather lt1an label~"9 party memb~rshjp decline ~s apathy, 'N~ ought to 
so." how ~aPIJeaJiog political partil!s have bocom ... And it is up tQ p«rll", to 
I'WOiVO Q now ocnerntiorl. This might not be by way 01 fonnai mcmberst,lp; 
i"llltead, partie.~ mighl conwlt }'<lung p&Ople on is~u!ls r~JevBQt to their li~B9' (see 
Vromen). 

In the US, a nationwide oludy ef youth att~udcs found that young people we'e 
acti~ inlhftir cOl1lmuniliM but oot concerned about poijjc~. A~ !I/1 outcom~ at 
that iil l.dy, a stral .. gy adopted to rB-comect yOlJ~l to democracy is !h~t. dunng 
"ledO<l campaign;, ttlll nwdia otfgr youth.modoralod cancidata dabat9s (s,*, 
Nnlionnl Aasocralion at SCcrelaries of StOle), 
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Politic;,,,,,, 
Many (esea,dl studies in Austr .. lia .. nu intemaliona"y reveal that yo~ pImple are 
c",i:;al about 101;' b .. havioul of poi1lci8nE. 

m HOWcanpolilidw~. Ih~mSielv""'''0'Slol"" I~il fajlhOfyo<lng rioP/l'J in 
J{I. dlII1!QCWW1 . ," 

Newj~a!: 

Dr Ariam~ Vromen My~ \hat iX'_ticiM5 only cm~~( YO LJng reople w'nM th ey 
~r",*,nt a pr<..>blern, that pLif1g ~""pl~ !\md \.:.i be tal~<!'d aboJt ral0e. than t.!!lkerl 
with; arm that young PQO~i1'~ PQ~P\lC(ivil" "ro> rarely indud!ld in public debale. 
Dr \'romon suggests mal WI1al is needed is diroct ollldGr>CG of youn~ piiople's 
~xporicrx:~$ and arQ'uments basad on SUCh €Vloon[)(l (noel Vromen~ 

In The Unit"c1 St!l~"'" C~Mrla.!lnn!r", linitp.rl Kir>gdom, whe,~ votin g isn't 
complllsory, it ~"s been shown that contaci with poli!ic~1 [>lIrt;"'~ ~n~ r.~rdida!es i~ 
an impmta'l\ element of 'q"t·out-thIiH"ot~' strategies. Following th~ 2001 Br'tisb 
lI"ooml ele<::tlon. tne UK Electoral Commission loontllled a lac~ 01 c~nv"ssing l>'! 
po itioians M a nkor,o mason for di~sati5jactlon (and Iowturnoul) alTl<Ylg flret-lfme 
voter3. 

\«0N', 

--,----, 

Being tl!~ar<l 
Wh lc young people may be turned oft pol~IC3 as it currenti'y operatos. many 
.~tud;,,~ IInd wrve~ ha\l~ mood that young P"op\e ~r<!! very int<!!restM in palilic81 
iss~ imp<Jrlam to t~,el n. Th~ dli.118nYII lor yovO!<[)[nents is to engage " ith \'Clung 
p\l';plo. and the In-st tt;ipg that young people say is lhat thg~ want to b .. t .. ar~. 

fill· Havl/ YOIJ user;} any 01 fhe govllmmem oppdnLmlties to vo.i::B ywr <;pinions 
Il a!.lour issues? How ef/sctN!! was il1 

---

• 



Newidp.M 

In Western Auslralio, tiro Civics (llld Gi\i<ensl1ip Unit tl tl\{J Dcpor1mont at Premier 
!lOO Cahimrt lIimS to MhMC6 democracy in thl!.1 ~tat'" Ihrough civics !!ducaton 
and the promotioo of an activecitiloory, The !pal is a CommlXlity wlwre all 
Wislem Austrattans are value<! as oI11~(Ins, WIlere they play 11 slgrutlcanl roj" tl 
setting policy priorilie!lood where they help shape the nature ot tileir society (soo: 
www.citizensr.<lpe w,.aov.~II!). 

Or Ariaoo9 Vromliln lluqQlfSls thaI, 'I'()IJflq people haw a broad ranqlil of 
coollOmic. $OOial, and pol~ical oxpcrienccs' and thal WllIICW 10 'creale incllJSive 
torms of covemlln<:e lIla! reQogni~e Mld build upon <iHerent WlIYS ot making 
cnmmLlT1~i"~. Thost'l in POWef Med to 1~leo to young people more, and )lOOn!) 
p<.'<lflle'i divers .. V;';'Wl1 ~nd ""P"'i .. nc .. ~ "ew 10 ~ ;"ticutaled in 11", "l«dia' ('""" 
Women). 

,~, ('1'1'\"1" )1'l """,cl" lo,\g\!'Y4 Qnn "Ih,,) IVY­
D\j\~ old.e ID -\hOvo...-;-rh1{ VnClpVs,·Ic.bd-..ill-oJ 
~<:\os.i\1? \IJQc"\~c" \w 8bRC>.':+ ,So ~C 
(,?-!/) Wiv. .Oi.~_O\""I·"',,",,~,,,,v"''''~-=-______ _ 

New ideas 

In 2003, th~ Commission lor Clliklnm ~nd Young P""I'Je was inv~o;.d 10 participate 
ill a wmmine .. tor loo d""",iQpm"nt at a ipor1S and fecr"aiion lao;ilily for i"JUI1!I 
people r:>n Palm Island ill North QlJeeoofalld. The Commission underlined the 
imPQflancc of tile camm~tcc nski1(1 yotIl(l people what they wonted. The is!luo 
tor tll .. Comm;~~;on WM not "0 much 'haw do .. " in"",l..., "hildmn in Ih .. b<J/!ding 
of/his facililY'but raloor "'OW do we get loo facility ,he childnm want1' , 

In 2003, In Parramlltta 111 Sydney, a Youlll Jury presented young pooplg -Mlh 
practiOal opponunitics la loam Md discuss the diVerse flterests Qnd concerns 01 a 
\\lid!! vaMety 01)'OU11(l paapJe across th~ Pllrrllmlltta r"giM. Participants learned 
about teamworl<. negotiation skills and the flO'Vers of government. TM ~n~blfo:d 
th61Tl to form r~ .. lisl;;; nlco!TlrTl<lrl<iatkms 10 supporllhl! "I!..us of Ill .. collech" 
youth of Parramana. 

Th" aim oi th'" YoulM Jury was to assist with bridging raciaj intojgral1C~ aoo 
CU~(J"ill divorsity ruTloog young people 01 Pru-ramatta, 

The reoommcndo,tians of the Youth JUlY wore aimed nt kc~ Qovornmcnt.md 
oommlJl1ity orQlInisa/ioos of Perr~matf~. 
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Taking action 

VI>Un<J peop'~ want to be active~ Involved in democracy. V01in<;lll'l CIcOtions is only 
ooe way of being <nvoNed;-, a ~troOCT~tic 1IOC;"ty_ 

;1\ :~ Ofthe-foIkll!lill(j ';iOJNitiR$MveyoJJ.:~~Ou~- <?,,~~O!JI~ ybulifwJi), iJa,nY 

Actt\lUy Hav. d'mo Wo"1d Ilk" to 
(' .. rx) 00 {~ <>rxi 

\loIlIrlIOering 0 vi 
IrLil;~I"'\l DC ""rlicip.lif'\l in ~ ... , .. yuuU' rroi",",t '" (yj 

I<\i!ia~no DC S (lr'lirro" p~i'on 1;1 "' AMndlng ; raly or p""9.t 'E III 

T_king fl"~ in a ,," rA<~ '" W 

~"i"g 0 mcmllor O! a pOl"""'1 party G5 'O 
EJ".,u d "",,,her of a tr .. d~ ,",iD<1 "" ,6 . 

i8 :;o! Bcin~" m~mber 01" ,tudM I uni on 

8<> .-.. a ~bw 0/ a n""'~"""'mrnQ<11 
o'qani$OloOn w!lion ~"s gO'l<>ITmC(I\ (a,g , Tt'!<> D'l 
W~, :l.;c.;"'ly, ""').AA'''' In"'""tionoi, 
Orwrlpeoo.) 

Conlactlng ~ POiol"'KI<' 0' ICCOI ~oV<)mn"'n1 l+-) 16J 
c"uTlGi~or 

P~rtic\:>atin~ in ~ YQu!h Pa,~anwnl @ r-1 
8eir'lO involved in e Y"ulh OOlJncil 0il @ 
BQlr>g irw"",.., In an orgMI£~tl<>n which S~~~. to lE d 
rep reaent th e view. Qf young peOPle (e.g. YQOO~ 
A", tr...t ian R,,,,,I Network) 

Younq people say that to ~e engagoo In demacr:ocy chl/y [IlleU tf~"!!~ h'UCh as: 

jnjormation; 

opp:xluflili .. s to activ~ly IIrlgOtg<l in d~'acy; 

an idem about what can be acl'licvo-d realistloaly; 

~P<'(.~~ in which to meet and d~"l~~5; Mrl 

aocess to the iMemat, photQCoplers, etc. 

WI",: illiiii5t<J(ICIO' IX "Il(,.UJf<iglllflliif'/' ,uo JOt.- ,w-lid, from 
3Cr/on 11liOOt Iha islJ!.lOS you lee! )XlSSlon3t~ atx>ut? 

Ne", Igea~ 

goverr)fr'd1t 10 take 

Brlsoano CI1,' Cmm",! ~a5 de\I(}Ioped 'Visible lriX', a lI'oosita Wl1 i::h alQw. younq 
people 10 have a aay in lhe Councif'S programs, The wei:l51tc ccntuir>fi inlorm3tiOr' 
aboot how you,,!! people can have tMir "'Y. p.VAnt~ for yOI.flg pp.<>pie, link~ tD 
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reSOU1(lG!) and a ralUm through which young people (lan express their opinions. 
The COI.x1cil hll5111so prollided young people with arelffi around Bri:lb8ne Where 
lI1~y CM come togetherlo moot and organise adivlie~ ard projects cl interest to 
ttl\ll"TI. Thisi <In.a. .. r¥ .. ccellslbkll0 young Pl/opllllmd _" rl<l50urced (sw 
~. visible· il K.QIWI. 

The VicIorillfl GOllerrllll~1 produced a handbook 10r )I<lurtg people an 00w tI1ey 
cal cTwie chanq¥ iI1 th~ir cor!YT1\Klity. Th~ handt>ook providlls liU~g .. StiorJ>; 011 
Mw yoong people e(ln gol active on a project Ihoylcal passionate) abOllt. and I\aw 
trley CM implement th~t project (see lIWI'/,)'O!IIb ';0 gov aL/plllslIYl'{lbC'!!?/@gytl. 

T"" FoundatiuTl fur Young Australjan~ is a non·pn.tit ulganisation ,J<ldica.ted 10 
dwo;r!opr.g mnol'atlVGlnMiativGs that 5upport and ampoWGrYOWlg paop!9 a!;¥d 12 
to 25. The Founr:!otion provides seoo·funding for ideas. pr<mQ!il'oly socks co­
lunding to support inrtiatiw.!I and help!l the recipil>nt1< ,tructure 1l1emset;es to 
~nsure long-t~m ~u$taOnability. E8Gh yeal. the FO<XIdlltion matlllQ!!s 11 JXII1folio "I 
grant. tooling aUIlI./! $6 m~lion. At I~dSI 25% 01 k>lal gIant fUlr<Jing is dl!<!ic.o.ted la 
injUa~vm; spoolrlcalfy designed to benem young Indigenous AustraJllins (sw 
www ,younoouS1m~aOG,O«]). 

- ..... _.-

r::I!'!w idoas 

The Youth Eleclorlil Study (YES) round tll .. t par81)/S .. lE! '''\larded by yOllng 
plICple a5 th;;I most important SOllI"C9 of inform .. lion aboutvotinll. TIll"l'i.i"" .. ,ld 
newtpapors (lIe the next most important. however young poople lIIew these laltar 
sources wilh some scepticism. 

\( __ CnCQCvo<'jj" b ... } D\l\ K~ DI.~.~. __ _ 

~ IoWlar /"Qf(H7WJ MngovOiIImcnltot.fidafiomtOl"./X)fi1mrJl.liIyOrganJs3tfollS play 
If' In !}6ff1n() young ~/Jflm actfWJand InVOf'.oM wftl! d.!mOCl"i!cyl' 

N",,,, ideas 

The Inspi,~ rrnmdnt;on Is~~ """"W.in~ pire.oI9 aul ic<; ~ n<ltioMi non-profi1 
!ouo:Jation w!Ji<;h aim. 10 CH'ate oppor1un~iIiS for YOt.lfl9 Au~tralians. prln~ioally 
a~ .. d blilWeen 16 and 25. to help themselves and Oth9fS. no Foundation 
acknowkldges that young people want to make a positive di fforence in their 0\\'.' 
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Ives ano m their communHies, YOllr1g people are actively Involved In tha 
development and deliver; of al the Foundatl()()'~ initiatIVes. One r1~latNe, 
'ActNoW', is a web-bMed 5e<\1ice that IV, I provide young pKlple wiln 'nfonnation 
and SUl!PCr\ on how IhIOY Cijn ~om", involvlld . , ;,;.ws or ~aUS!ls f1 \to";, 
commL>f1ity that they are paooionate aOOl#:, 

ViOOWire Youth Service~ is a volunte!\r-b~se<1, r>nn·profit youth mp.dia ~nd tralflir1jJ 
organi.alioll v.hdll'rQvi<J@syoungpliopledlgEdbe(weenI6and.')0 ,.i1l1 a~ online 
forum throL.IQh which theV can access informatlon OIl a range 01 topic" parlicipate 
in discussions with other young POXlpie and IXx:OrTlll inyolv(l{l in the cXChan<J9 0/ 
PnfDrmalion with other yrnmg people (Me www yibewire,net), necent ~itialives 
inckJde 'e!ec~onTrade~ (see www,eI~tiontrecke(naVetf) ,,,,ich MI"II young 
~Wplw Qul UIl 11 ... canlpatgn trail a~ report<lm ill tI ... 2C!04 F..de<~1 ..t...:lion 1"h<i'se 
rllpom: WGr~ U1~islld by six radio Elatloos, SBS and ASC nemo 

The US Ad Collr,,:. i." non.profil 0'll"nisfllion w11ich p.oduces . distr~ute.~ Md 
rromotes public s erv~e campaign~ on a ran9~ 01 '~~IJe5. A 'f\Cf'nt e,mpal;J n, 
'Fight Mann~I";sm', lucuss~ (I(l "nproving yoot!! civic engagement and voter 
pilrl ~ipatiun, It invQl<liOd tllh.vi~iOfl and radio ads aimed at g¥rti'1g \'O\I1g ~,,!,I" 
flvolved in issues the~ care about, volunteerin9 and vOIlng (see 
.'!'WW.fiahlmanneql1ir1jsm owl. 

Rock t~ Vote' is ~ non·pmfl organi5ation wl>ich aim, to Mg~ge Y"' ll(J p"ople in 
i"re poj~ieal process in the United States and draw attention to issLJes ot rO;1C~m 
:Cl yuunll ~""pI~. It oourd " ~tlls voter regi"tr~lion ctil'lls and ..m.c;ati<:o ~lf(Jfl. \Q 
~n~ur9 YOlSlg people exercise their right to Vol9. Youth cu~urG Is harngss~d in th" 
promotion of it~ C(\fflp~ign~, m~ny of which 10(l1uro higM profils CDk)brilics irlcluding 
musicians, actors, atHetes and comedoans. In the E0041!Iectioo~, 1,2 mi l:on 
f"'Dple took adv~l"II~g~ of th.. ()(g~ni~Rtinn' ~ online o;ot~ r reo' .• tr~tion fad~ty, and a 
~",Iher ?OO,(I()O registered as apart of the Roc\.: the Vote Bus TOll" acros, the 
cwnlry ( . .. ~ www.rocktt1wote.qJ!T1). 
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~u[.ddtV\.lS for l"Aa)zlf".g p; Sl<.Oy'u'>;st.ov. 

Thero is nO S\!1 !onn fur a sul.>rnission to Iho oommi~w. SubmissK.ms may Ue made US;ilil 
th", inquiry responso folTl'l or in the torm 01 11 letter, a substantia) p~por or a~hOlt 
docl.ment and they may include "'rrendit:es. Suhmi~"'ion" lMy oonIa.i'\ f.ac!.'l, opinions, 
lI,yuments and recommendations i(M" action. The n)Os! lISefll submissions are to the 
",. 

The ccmmitleol W<!ukJ preler wr~I"n submissions, but will also <I<:<;ep! submissiollS on 
audio tapo, For wl'ft(en submlssKll1s, typeiJ or prJrrted text I/) preterablo, thOugh klgibre 
he.nd-~i1ten suiJmlssions are acceptable. Numbered pageG and. for si.lbmiooions in 
""~~ of 20 p3!Ji'~. a brief su!nmary and a Iilble r:f conl",n/" i~ ~I"o nelpfL~. 

AIl submi53ions must include lhe name and conlact detai~ Oi' the Pftrnotl making 1I1e 
.'IubmiMion no"", making 11; submission on benaU of M orgMjMtion 'Ihould indical" at 
what fev,,1 the submlsSKIII h .. s been authoris..u (<<\I sul!-<»nmjl~, presidert, chill.-, etc.). 

Public officer$. may make submi!.sions 85 private individuals. Howev«, W refel'en<::e;3 
", .. d~ i" a submission to lh"rr affid;ol pusiliOll, ~ shoukl ;ol,.u W m;od" d.'~r tI1;olltl@ 
iubmlsslon Is made In a priVate capacity, Submissions from govemm!lllt departrmmls 
ShoiJld 00 acrlhori~od in aooordonoo wtth normal departmental prococlurc, 

Content Md relevance 
A suomi~on may cove. 1I0me or an of the i:l1I!le8 raised m the re3pon~e IOM. II wou!o be 
helplw. 3ubmj~~ion~ dAArly M~ted which ..... l~~ ~r", b~;"O arlrlre~"ed. 

T he comm;ttee~ usual procedure ~ ta publicly release and table siJbmissions in !he 
Legi~lativfo, A~Mmbly. NClI ~I submiMi<mS will """''''5SMiiy Col! pur.i~ned and/or tabled. The 
c:ommittee res...-ves the right to nat publlsh or tabio;l confiWntial subrrtissions. or 
submlsikm" which sr" inel""ant, coota.in icurriious or delamatOf)' rnat~fi~t, Q/ iIJ~ 
oth .. rwisa not satabl$lor pub~shlng. Th& commmoo wJlllnlorrn you It ~ dock:klS nol to 
aocept. or.1ot to authorise thc pubIicalion 01. )lOur $ubmi~sion. 

Confidentiality 

The oommitte<! attempts 10 condl1C! ~ inqufri<'!s in the most Ojl<'In way possible. However, 
if you be~e\If! that yOllf .'\IJbmisslon (or pad 01 ft) ~houId not M mad!> publ.ic, deady write 
'coniidentiar 00 each p .. ge and, in .. LKi<iol <.-ov"ring IoIU .. " ~xplain why your sJ.bmission 
~houkl ~ lrIIatlld ronfldooliaHy. Thll committlla wI~ then coniidor yowr J'Ilquos: for 
conlldenl'JaIIty. 

Unauthorised RelMse 

OOce th~ committee r/l('.eive~;o, &Uhm"~inn, it be<:nm~~ committ ..... pro;Jerty I'Ind Yiould 
001 be published W~llOUt tIl .. cornmitt~Ii!'s authorisatio". PubHcaliorl of a submissioo 
withuJJt tho commitlee'i authorlsatloll moans tIlat"/hat pub!callon is not prot9ct9d by 
parllam6'1lnry privile~ aod may amount 10 a con!empt of PBruement, 

AlIsubmiss;ons should be sent to 

Ths ReMarch Dirli!Clor 

' ;;:;'E:~;;::~::~g:~~:,::""Ne "",,. Committ99 George Street 

OLD <1000 



Submi$$ians close on Wednesd~y, 30 November ~1ID5 

ExleflBions 10 the clo~ ing <iCl'''' m~y 00 given. If you r"ie",d more Im e 10 mal<:e a 
~ubni~5jon, CO' if you fequir~ furth~, illr",rna'ion, L,,,,'lact U,., cummitlee'S s«CllllaJial on: 

Tele:Jllom.: (07) 3406 7307 
Fa>:; IQ7) 3406 7070 
Emait !care QpurHamcnt ald,gOY,AI! 

Ce>pi~~ of thi~ pape, ~nd all all1er publiciloon~ by tlw L .. gal aM Corls"luli<l~1 Co",,,,ilt,,,, 
ar ... ivailabJ.. un the Inl'''061 viOl thi commltloo'll home paqa at: 
WWI'I.parWam9~t.qJd,go~,®lcommitlQQ"JrcgA!rQv.htm 

Name: .. ,~h~ .. ,.Q~~,~!:~[fO r\_ 

Age (optional): .... Jr .. ,, __ _______ _ 
Addres~: ... Jy..i.l:- _ ~y-A 1€~_Pt/'K -:- Le2)O,I 
Contact (~_g phon~ n'.rnheri' .' IA_________ _ __ _ 

Em~i: N" ... in 




