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,(/)Ut" voLa 

The aim 01 this Inquiry is to maxc praotical rooommendations:o 
illCIIIlIS9 thl< internS! and participation of young people in oomocracy ~ 
QIHi.m~land, 

Tht! oommitlf!~ want~ to h~M lrom yoong people. in parli!;u""r, aboul: 

Ii> whal le needed in QueenSland: 

~! what wi~ work; 

1;; what won't: and 

$ whal)Vu warr! to 00 or ~x~r;"'nce_ 

w~ W<>!,lri also like 10 hear from a! peoplo!> in Oueen~ lanrl who ha"" 1\n 

intere~f in yoor>(] P"npHo, nr'" )"1''''0 ~f!nf!l ~ f!1I{l~ginO tn d!'m~cr!lCy_ 

To h~p yoo to think about, discuss ~d ,"'spoon 10 mangrli rg!GVa"\t to 

Ill« ioqu;ry, we ha .... li"t out 0010'" "Om<l: 

;) i9aU!ta: and 



Educatlon/lnformatlon 
11 is the job of the Elecloml Commission Quoonslrmd (ECQ) to ensure rhat poopl~ 
enrol BIld vote Ell eiecti0l'l3. To do this, the EGO u~s Wucslion and ElwarenOGS 
pr09r8m~ (I!.g. postcards, posll!N5 Md rllool visits) 

No;ow ido4lS 

In 2003. EllOClions Canada partna,<Od with Cabl .. in lh~ Clusroom to develop a 
Mw \iOter education program for sttJdents, incluof.ng a contest challenging people 
agl!<J 16 to 1 a to creal", SO-siiCOrld pool>:: ser~k. ... anllClUrlCamenis on <rideo ""ning 
th~rr p;fflri why thQ damocratl<: prOCQSS and votrn!! ar& impoftant. 

The United Kingaom EtOO"toral COmmi3sion's '00 PoItics' airoo to get young 
pe.lpl~ in'iOhied in democracy. It may be acc .. ~sed at: www.dopo!it~.ao yk. '1)0 

Po' tic'.s' conducts wor1o:5ho~ and e~nls, aoo pro~s ~OtJf'(;M anrl t,"ini"1g 
a.:ross the UK for youny pe<Ji;>"", 

In Australia, Iha Youth Eloo1Orat srudy (YES) lound that somg Incantiv~s wOl.kl 
attract a Irr~t IIOte. Youn\! people GOkl a 111)( break ar the use 01 promotional rock 
cor-carts would b~ Ih'" mMI ",ffectiWl iIlc~nljv~s. but ihere was also 3D1T1B support 
for ttw! n<)~"" !hat inc""t;v,"s snould r>Ot b ... n~....:l as voting ;.;" reSIXln.ibility 
th~1 <XII'"'' .... th citilal)sh~. 

"UCC\w, Ut s[JyxM~ahQl/t JiOtl'}8 1l1lJL IM 
JULQi, ,,jI l'JLcUjkrent ['Jli'1J Q,L~~_ 
J£llli1Dtm CWW\!1 e I eil" .~iJI/f1g & 0 
-PWLllrL_l't_MY1!ll9N&J_W: .. lIi.U(lwtc'---__ 

Vcler ~istl'lllioM 
In Aust",lia, aach per~on must (".ornrl~!e /In enroiment fmm to register to vote. a ~fn: ~~~n:~~'it e~si:;"fGf"'X~Il«_fltltJ!'(i:ta,-eJl!Yf: ami;~ 
Naw idt!as 

In Mm& aOtJl1iriM, r"'~tr"tion is done by Ih ... gDlIlImm<'Jnt M that people are 
au(an"ticady r~gisterad wh"" "ey reach \/01"'9 age. An international r~por1 by 
the Irtstitul" [Of Democracy and EII!(;!of~1 A~si~t"nc .. , YCXJII1 Votllf Pallicipaliorl. 
$u~ests aUlomat;e ro~istration by the \IOvernmont ratller 1han it being a duty ot 
ooch persoo to ~lYol. 

0111., c(J\)nlrie, emID .. ~ .. kl lwgister at ~ ~oli"g statiun 00 ~lection day, or 
0I'l- Ina. 

In C~nadil, Flection~ CUl~rIn identif."s people who haW! liroorJ t e thr()lJgh 
inruJ",,,lioil ~ruvilJoo by, for ~""TlpI", Ill .. tax oflice arid molo( woo~ r~9'sters 
Tile Chief Electoral OHlc9l" wrllee to \hese people to ask 1hem 10 confirm that \~"Y 
are eigible to vote and COO3ent to OO rl Q included!O the natIOnal re orsTer, 



, 
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PoIIpg sliIlions 

In ~no, pollng $I~tiOll'~. wuaJlv 1ut: .. l<I<l in .. chods or h!lils ~ to '" 01"'" 
betwCC!l 8:lm 3M6pm. 

I HciW:=!J/d ill .. ECO l1W<e 11 ~II" ~ Yc:Niili~:ro e:..:st ~ ... ","",7 

NO\\' K!aas 

In recent Canad,an electlO/1s, E1e<::loo$ C~Mda ;,.,t,nruced mor~ pollS PI"I iooatiOllS 
to ..... ,ich youl'Y !I~1ct tl~V. (juy aCC<!ss, such a~ M'"-' st',lriflnl tl!!~lr1tlnce! and 
univo,slty r1IIi!lntxlIJrTlOOdi . . 
In Ganadll.. pOfr'lg Sllilons ore opon 101 12 hours, 

~I~ j."M Ih<o Ao.WllliM Oector&l Commission ~nd me VtClOMn 8octorul 
Corn .... ~ obien.ed elecuoolc votlrl9 proc.!'I'" .... _~ A' .. ""'fiens In rhe USA. UK 
:uIC tvtand bullWl/f\ 2000 aI'd 2002.. Th .. o.Mvycdions CO!lsl~red the dilf .. r~ 
0131.0116; Ihat are avall3.DIe. tnelr advi1nla(jfi ;and di .... m.-an''''''''. ;JJl,J ''''''' each 
OpIion IOIOUfd::.ull Ao,I$lU1LG'S \0111'19 sV"...tem~ The (l9Iog:ltl~ 'KOrnmandl!d ... 
young ~ lIVIatI evelll!ltlle to «slam ClOsses 01 \'OIcm inclJcll'Q YO~ In Antan:tlca, 
II()Iet5 in ,..,mnM Inr.~ ..... ~, WlIM3 wrlh a dMb~ilyand 0VIl~eQ3 V(IIGfJ (SCC 
\O'WW _a~ QC>II."" coo'ffi\fw!!Atlygfool..wttn');" ""nonfl!\d!I~ hlm .. 1Id 
...--, .. oc,qov.ij!,j/ cunl9t1M!!I/y(!~rl\iE-v(tfng roW! Mf), 

" "'COI'II roport of (/IQ VlOIo.lIln Sorullny or /\ole <>nd ~oqul<llioo. Co.....,.,;I' .... , 
V~ro!i.!n £Iecllonic D6moct!i",. constdcrod alOClroniC vo~ng . If IGCommgndoo 
that Vd",iNl "~tI~",, ~nr.uld not 011 conducted remotely 'tie Infcrma~on and 
communication!; twcmologle! '"' the near futu,,,. hut idl!ntlti~d the lo~owinQ key 
ildvantOlllgil 04 JliN'T1ot~ \Ot"~ ~y~l'.ms; 

'''''.y ""''''''''' ftll trliwll¥i and d~oo p20p .. : 

P'~il~ ~ Intetfaot rot (I\he< ted1nnkJgi"'" ~ a s !~I(I fMde ,~. er!lilia 
compuWIS, ffiajjl'1'l9ti (I( alIoI",;o.tMo &l.til..,ntry 1i~5; 

~ Itlr If ... ¥avy 'l!1d <.'!loIip dWibulion 01 hallo! PflP"'" if') tIiIIHton! 
lartguagas; 

InIl1:!nlanoous PI0C9Si/rlg; :..10' 

allc\Wlg YOl.1f8 to acte$li a "iUU ,all\W 01 othvr ;njormal ion 'fWJie CmsiM I'ir>g 
and O(lSli"ll tl'lc~ vote. 

"" E~(j[i(JA'ii . lflL'5J/A)'j hOiA4,_._._ ... _ .. 
'p'f!nr;1:u&~if)j ._i' tlLo,~1 cl~~U!~~f;IV 



Ad\lanee \lollng 

Curfently in Que./ll~alld, il yw call' I"OW at yuUl' n"alOlst poIting booth On the day 
01 a stalEl election, speclal il.rr~ements can be made lor you to cail your vow, 
such !la by advanCe VOling in pernon or postal voting. These (lptionG aro a\lajJo.ble 
in onty SOITIe circumstance5 - for example, t you: will be inte"ltatl! an polJjng dny; 
hav9 a disabi~ty; or ~an'l vot~ on that day bwa""" 01 r~~9iolA bi!!i .. fs. For further 
inlorma~on, see www,OOQ.oId.aov.av. 

New ideas 

~ 

In tI"J(l UK. postal voting is avaijoblc to ony o~gitllc VOler Q1l request. A person may 
apply for po_I yo~ng tor a p4l1iGular election. far .. certain ~eriod <JI: Hm~ or for ~q 
/utu", eIACtinn~, 

TQ laciiitat9 IIOting, th<il ~t<;i gOll<ilrlYn .. nt could dedl.le th .. day of a sLate .. lection 
a p!.Jblic h<lliday or sonooUiEI an eloo~on for a day othartf1an a Saturday. 

In luture. it eleetrOOK: voting werll tQ be introduced. for exempte. il need 001 tlC 
nec~~'''l)Itn h,,"'l M '"I""lion dIIy'. with ,,11 WlM~ .-... .'\1. nn the sama day, Vofing 
could take place, fOf examplE., over an 'election week'. 

elos!) of rolls 

Cummlly, olter a state election is o(lJled, poopJe hove between 5 anCl 7 days to 
r"gist.r to vclII. 

£ .,.., .. '/iii,' ;( , " ,', -'." - ""' .... ,M,.-Wallf '0' . 11 ~Y!)'ff{, ,9!q:$_4;{(,%'?I)l;,C%idb<f~,~~ffY"~,,,., ,,~. ,'f)pa:tlm, Y 
f"imlnl'~.!II1jf!<!(,:l:ibo'li~;can~;~"'· ) ; ', _, ..... ' ',- -' '.:~; .'i '. " 

N"w ideas 

Prior to tM 2004 fDOOral oloction. tho Sp<lCial Mirlistef 0/ Stale. Eric Abet! 
prop03ed that: 

fh,. ..weto.-ai rollloe ckls~d 10 n ...... voters (x, !h~ day th", eloction writs wat.:k! be 
iSSL.'1iId (usuallv the daytheelectioo Is amounead); and 

p~op:e w~hing to c:h8nfie ll\.!if anroiment detnils be giwm three days to do M. 

Thi911roP03B! dkl not proceed ~8 ~ was not sUpp:lrted by the I1OO'Qovomment 
p"rtjp~ 

~_Jhat ( a NYl.conabIJ {uYlQ 'peNxl 
ccJb.LJl2L1.tWLLQuMLJQL .m{).[jQ . . _ 

2£1 DlO.'c 
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Fi.er:! f!leciion day 

In Oueen~and. !Mre Is 1'1() fi)(fld o'Il!.<-lioo My tor slllte elccl1011G. 

A fixed eI<!dion ~y eQU~ allow improved civics educaMn COIJrsoo. mock·Glectlons 
aM other $!r~~w ""ICoyr&giO\! Y~"!l p<'Ople'~ eng!!(ll!r!\fIIlt wilM electIOns to be 
1'10000<1 in advance (sce Miln&r). F()I" ~x~mpl~, .. nx~ ~ Iectio" day wOcld al<1w 
cives ~dl.eators to plan and cor'!dyc( their OOIX'Ses In p:Ha~il with an 1jh!<.1ioo 
campaign. 

il DO - ffWlt~·~equoitlcrrb·ld:l'lJ(~:.wba'!frx t 
Cl b~-'dlange·iQ.~t;;m.~~?>- ;;"'.Y -' '",'). .~~. 

Ne", ,,01i" 9 i<y .. rem 

)11 Quwro;liI.rlIJ, a ~lEon 01 opional pr .. t_ntilll v<>Iing '" Used. A tact ~ '1ee( oboUl 
'OPV iG avaiJ:Ibli Itom; ........... ecg,gId.y<>V.!N. 

l,i) OoJW IhinIr ~Jg~. WookI,bs. tJJ«e, IIiet). ~ Votb /t /he. vo¥ng sy.;/Cm J,. ~~'a> ltiai~~" III~ on:cet1d{n-~~. 'o/ padkislllr,irh=;t 
(Q)Il;Ulg -p€opM ~ ~ IiIcWV~ JO :~~iWi hiw ' .t:'Wl& . /J:l 
parliiltnCfl/?' , . . . . . _~. __ ~ -_-_:. ; '-.,;:",' " 

N""", idiot&! 

App~ndtx D CQllt~~'~ 11 rllV~1Id .i'$ion cl a paper pr"r"red lOt an inquiry. HBOOS 
OIl Pa.rfJamllm, by tnG Legal and C'mstituti<Jml.l Commrtlw of the pNIYi l'll.J~ 
PaMiIl.ment. It pro~ldc~ ""tOl'mOltion eMut our VQli1lll il'.t~m and Will'" it millll be 
ch"-nged to prollidft mort !'lIver.'ly in ce.ndidalos who mfghl be GleCIOCI. 

A~ ill O ....... "l arod, the voting $)'$~ in the UK makB$ it ~ery dlfficultlor 
candlda10S lIam ~rlOI PiltlGi IQ gilt "klcleci . In May 2005. some 500.000 .,moo! 
stuOenls r'l 11'Ie UK "0100' in 0 mClCk eIec6oI1 to coiocidil wlth !he ~....a! OIIoK:\i0n5. 
T'he ~!t l<!en!~ VGied lot !ha ac1l.1a! CIlfldldales. The resultS C/lOWeC1 \hat!hu 
siudilnts were an,aaed to par1iea whir.h I7In CMdidIr.es on celUlln ISSUSS; :or 
8XillllPki . slut\erl1s who f~. lI'I""jgrqw about the anvironrr>ent Yl"l1IIr1 YI/" lIIe Green 
Party. Dc&pIIc l3JiIQ 10 nave a $tlgla c::andidlllll llilU'rwd rn d,'1 911"tra l elacliOM , 
thl! Grl'ftr'l PlltIy ~lIfIC 45 0lII 01" poSSIble 349 SOOIS ill IM rnoc:< vlKtion. 

PI~P<lrtionil ' 1IP11/I;1/I 1!",bIHl VOI iro9, wh:':':h is used If)( S""'~tA ,,1'Id IOM in AuslrEl1i9, 
providOll grc.1ter oppol'tUl'll1' IQr milO( partil>!:' 11) ""n sOIals. 

'" JYi2.rI~ OY\.Q ShO IJ(IQn14-L\fi.i);9, .. (.."D~ 
.. 'tr1,r Lli£. JJeCCi.lUX' c.P . .0i!,r<; .0'4·'fJt 
c:!ol (Ol)Q'Dal~Ll.j)i2'(y)I.£ lJ-' fuiJJt!)]_, 
CCUQ !!'!'b .llt :iL ... :J1:\Q,. [l''4\lfUlCQ ff.li!AL 



Votinga~e 

III Australi,., yeu must bll I B Yllars old 10 vote. The mlnlmLm voting ig\l1n attJar 
countries rangos from 151<121, 

The minimum ages $ot bythc law tor other actMlies are listed In appendill: B. 

0\ 'Sh!>ii~_''',''',''''''*,-''~_j'''''' 1ft ~9,,'iagtift~'lfflbiiidYrlfiiii1~}~~f' ... c· .~~';;'.\;.'<, 

New i.:e.as 

In April 2004, loliowing a projent on the IIge of elec1orllllTVl.jorily. the United 
Kjrlgdom Electoral CnmmL~~ion rocomrnenrled that tf19 minimum age Inr 'ltllf!velg 
of voling 10. public elections in Iha UK r""llain at 18 year~ for \h .. ~me ooi"lg The 
UK EleclorOi,l CommissiOll advls«d, hcW<iVlir, that k Gxpactedto l.Xld~rtake a 
lurthllr formal raview of the miniml.m votinQ ago within a furthor filio 10 S~'iCn 
yoor!!. It ~nrouraa(t<t the omemnlt'ml to eon.5ider in~iat<ng .. wider review 01 the 
.!I.~ 01 majority. 

1l11OOC1, a report Oil cila"gi"9 social ilml higaJ Irarn"work!i for young Au.trali:ms 
to<.nd that, d\lsp~1i IlOmQ nterest In getting more Involved Iri tI10lr community and 
fn g<wemment decision-mnking procossos, young POOplO wero quite rOluclantto 
clam the right and responaibiify 01 havinQ the \IOte )IOUIlQer than at age lB. lhe 
m~ority (74%) 01 young PI'Of"P. invol""ct in the '''~"arch Mic! !h~t\h"y Wflrp. not 
r~1!df or int"rested in getting' iolvolved in formal political ?,ocesses soch as voting 
bel",e IIl<lY we,.., 111. TI,ei, I"'"mls IIg,eed, with a mlljority (61%) suyy ... liny 1hil.1 
young p<lOpI<I ;;0.'<1 not mat~ 9Ilou!lh and nol intar<lElOd In votlnq blO1or<l th<lY ;;,,<1 
18, and thal young people under le have ether pre5~;ures la confront aoo contend 
wiII1 {see Gafllon, Htzgerakj I!Ild Rochej. 

('....,."pt.Jl~ory voting wa~ inl<oduced in Queensland in IQI 4 and by \he 
CorrmonweaHh in 1924. R<ls@archby!AileN'(put>lishood in CN~ UtilI"")" /-loIN 
Informf/fJ Cili.:t:ens Make /)emo,,,",CJ' Work, Univ .. 's~y Pr"",. of ~'N Engl<,nd, 
Hanovgr, 20(2) trldlcates mat the ettect Of imrodooing compulsory ~oting In 
Au,traHa waG to bring 1100ut 11 23% overall iooreli3e r1 voting, 

'It "h.ll C,\QQ .&\JJ.uJfL t:lJi LOw'r0:Lw It) 
hu j rwf (J)mp:J!iXJyIf~'il1"-V.jCo.n 

hQ))~ {j )O/)1Jj C,# VCyong__.· 

Education in sohools 

In Qweo,,,larKl schools, Ih",\! i~ no slbj,,~i. (:all~ '(:ivic~ <idLICiition' or 'c~jz<inship 
sduaatlof1', Primary and SCCOOdary ~Iudents loom oboul democracy. fncludlng 
parliament, I;'Ovemment ood election.!, in 11. number of differ~r!I 3UbjIlct.!. Student~ 
al~o "~r .. ri" ..... ,..., democracy at schoc>l, for exarnp{e throlJ9h elections lor §coool 
CoU'lC~ m"'nu...-s and/or 5(:hoot r"ader~. 

Educ.!Ilian about d .. m"'''~''y 
Addili()md ~ducalion<tl opporfunitill& ml!lv~nt to dBmocracv include: 



i . 

vifli\l.l10 tho Oueon$l3.l1d F'an w mml , or1o a r~al siltW '\I or I~ Oueen!~nd 
r llrll!lmenl, itrIO' edlJCatiooal actiVities proYiooo by Par1iarnenlary e"",c,,,:ion 
Se 'Vi"",~; ~nd 

electoral cdoomloo aotlYitios Qornl'uclGd by lh9 Auitr"'~n 1:1!i\,10131 Comm iMion , 
llUl:h ~ ~~ visits, 

For tel!lChers 

!lI 1:k:1r;~,f!Xt.~:~,~~~ ,idticM(ri!ari#pr~ ~, . 
1!'~l;OUld W(aehlS'b, tj6!a,r prllpiif!td}a.r;,ilgajpJllf/ilf!'dqI<:)I.? ',,',:: . 

NO'N KlQ~$ 

In pre\fhJs ;" <.lVne5. '"; l ll. ~1 ~nd C<>nStrtutional Committee and 11'10 Wl~ 1 arK! 
CQn.tiluti"" ilt Co" .. n iUNS Olti"oe 49 ... and SOIh p~rti~ments hl! w= made 
'iICOIl1mlll'ldillionl aboul cM::s ....t..::iltiOO~' (ltJaenslNld . Slmll/l t 
reoommetlrtatiol"lfl lis ... won ~cIe t1V many~", Au .... ' iJoatl bodIesin recent 
-,.ears. A 'ill ~ ~mo ot f>O:X) rccommoo cladons Is &gj; out in appen d;"; C . 

Aus!rlllin ~ e 9WDbsI'I«: to OfIeouraga 
aboul lhe We<.tem AmJ,."i",n po!~0C31 SYlltem IUld hO'tOl 
h oIhtl s !.Ii5pI;o~ I,II1 Ihe Conslit ... tlr.n III'Id I spI!C13 of 

TtIw E!edor.1 Educ;/,liOl"l Centre is ~I&d within 

, , , 

P'U9' anli 10 itudio nfS In lhose areM 
ccmmunilim;. 

A GivIclIlllld C~llen3lllp Educidlon wcb:;~.c (whict1 "OOfl)O(~ a PfWioU!l 
'Oi:w::01Mlrin!l IMmM.nI(.t WflIlsde) III www.eiViGWn!t:tlgg mnlp.O!l!.Au. 

'Kids Voting USA' ill a national rlQIl· p'ulrl, rUl-parlii an organutiCW'l ttw IIW:hes 
:1tUOOntl atollf CiIlZt'I'I!lh!p. CIvC lesponslblllty. oomor::rlIC')' and IIohllCl 1 
flJ!rtir; tpelmn. TcgelM r wftn CIa~ :voom actr.'~ies, Stuticnlll anl l)l"OV:(ltd wIIl'I an 
oppor1\.1 ll~jy lO cast a 'K"rda Voting' balot on elff.tnn dlty. M d lhey VOIo9 Cfl 1/I(I 
same c~ndldalilli aod llillli¥ ~i !look In 2004, 1. 5 tn~l ion s l llOE111'1l:!! ~ Imft(j o ut ID 
I'Ole fOf prcGiOQntl:l,l. IOc3.I aM statE candidates. Ama, with a Kid ~ VOlif1 \i USA 
plogram hR~ $/"towed ! vct~ rtlle lor re\llstered t 8 yeal oId~ \lJh 1o ~ ~ 1 ~ % 
Iligh~r than lor non·part c ipatir'lG .. reM. Se ... www.kiriwoliMQlJU Orct. 

A!; part of the Kid:; Vol i"tQ uSA sorvice, 'DoIJOIllCiick DQmocracy' (~ij~ 
,,-,,-;; kiri.w\j',r.c Mtl~,o r;;!QQy~reQt::lltntrg M,Q! was developed to all Ow 5t\Klool& to 
oo.rt io ipa!i/ '" an authenilc v<lti:1 g ez~.t! tt~"'J ~ Wflh-bas ec! vO~ no;I9ys.tem , 
nHI O{llhoo b:anoto rlilplleal~ 11101 QI, ,,w,,t.. . ...... d i~iUW ' O\d.rlts vote 101. aM f""O" irt .. 



••• _r.a __ a~_~. __ ,. ---
~11Idenl$ wth prootkle ballOll! wf'I!c:!'! h ... ~" finks to cNldldate bi09raph ies and ~ftlllr 
resource!. AI'''''rt 35,000 Sl~t. pOiltic~,,,,le<J wfrlQ!hi 2001 prGSldMllaI -... 
,. flIfIS ,~ PoIiicI" is It US·~ .... eh5i1e ....,...,.. 01"'[5 young peopfe ;11 
opronrt<Jnity 10 p.vtCipilk> ill disl;wsion Iorums on lOpk:$ SUCh H I!\O economv. 
!<will" J!CIIicy, Q8I!IQI'a! poIlIIC.1IlS./Il,I(Y,l, Mlmals M d \he 8f1V1l'OO1'Mnl. P,oM5IOO is 
iJl!o made lor YOI.«\ll poo~e to contribute \0 di.'IC\~";""S under th& Ilarn..r of 'left 
Vf:fl; Char IInd 'ri!}"lt wing e<lrMr'. S!.'B' ..-..w.1wo~n2QY!!!;s.c9!Jvft"Wl'''. "T uvCt ect :Jh~ f'(i.V iunU1tQ" rIJ _.q,&,Jif 

I ' ,~ , .I 

Polili~1 ~Irtles. 

The ~ Young A""I,aijAn nt 1'11" Year, l-Iugh Evans, Il a~ 'UWe81ed that YQI..ng 
people tl!f!l ~M(JI out 01 mainstrei.rll P"'~ politics, 

Too Iom'I8r O\Jeen'<land!it,"" Yovth A.d¥isory C()UI)(;iIlukJ Ill. ~-orrrninw 1Nl till! 
"".',.,5 ..... $~ Uy JA" IO:'" ,,,,,Il0l1 , Pi'rt~ufa'tv;/" eIIK:lIOO Irn&, are dOm inate~ DJ' 
lhose ,eiwallI to oklo< P"OPIII ao<I our ageing popubtJon. 

~ 
Nvw jdllaG 

n, Ari.J.dna Vromen, iiI ~Iur .. r allhll UnMm:1ty 01 Sydney. rc~oan::hc~ young 
~'" a'1d politics. Sha wrltea thOt ,rill one Mea 01 P9r1ic1p~It,,)n !hilt remains 
law tor young p!Xlple, ood indeed tor mosl Au.~Ir~~~"". l'J membeflship 01 poIiOCN 
~. Rethe. th"" l>lhelllntj party I'rIeI1>Wrship o:ivci" .. :t!IlIpalhy. WII OO!lhlkl 
_ee IIow _~"'ioy poFilil:aI Plirtllls havlll)O(;ome. Af\d 11 Iv \Ill 10 oorti6S 10 
~ ... "Ot .... a AWN QOIIOta:ton. ThIS might not be IIy Wfrf 01 tonnel merr.hfttsNp: 
1fl6103Ct. par1ie-3 fllIQhl con .. ~ young ~1If'1ft Clfl issues • ..revanl ro Ihllil liws' (_ 
VromenJ. 

In 11 ... I.IS, 11 n3tlomYlOO s.t\ldy 01 yovIh nttitudes found tMI young pIlOflle were 
aol!V~ 1\ tlleir OOmrTli.l1ities tluT nO! e~nY!d "IXllJt pnltoc! . As en ootCGm~ or 
mal !1uCIY. ~ st,"t"OY ~rt ...... t...-! '" '''''''O"l~t youth to d<lmOC'~y i, th"t, dI.lr~ 
.. 1..etOl1 c~mpai~I"' , 11 ... ll",dI~ 01191' yOWl·moderated candid!l10 Cebotes (Gce 
Nalm al Anociatlon 01 SOOrCl'W'iCs 01 Slakl). 
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Poliliciaru; 

Many rwsllarch ~tud!G; in AlJEtra i a a~d in«>matlooal~ f9\1O~1 that YClX1g p.mpl .. ~'" 
oynical aboul Ir.o oonaviour 01 po!ticie.ns. 

oj} How ,aan PO/ltfciaJ)s- riJemsoivec. rostoro lhef;lnh of young ~0p/9 in 
I!t dam«r.!cy? /' 

NeN ideas 

Or Ariadn" Vrorne(1 s~ys that polilici~ns only coo$ider young ~""~ 'Nhe" lh~y 
prGSBnt a probklm; Ihat YOlmg peop le \Cnd 10 00 1allmd about r~lhllr tn;/.n tilLk9d 
with: and lhm YOWfII;j peop lo '$ pcmpoctivos wc rarely included in JXlbliO debate, 
Or Vromen ~ugge3t3 t~ what fa needed i~ direct evideooe 01 young Jl€lOP Ie'$ 
expe,iflr"Ces ,,00 a'!lLJm~nl~ hils"ri on ""ch evidence (~ee Vrornen) 

Ml th~ Unil...o Sl~j"s, C .. n~d~ amj th" U,,~...:J KirllPum, ,,,l1er,,, vol"!:i i.n~ 
~ompulsory, it has 081>fl &tlown th~t contact with political pilrl;~s ""d "a,Idi,r.lt.:.s i>; 
an important clement at 'gct-oot-!ho-\lOtc' smlloQie~. Fo~oWf'1g th<l2001 British 
gsn.:rw electIOn. the UK EJector~1 Commission identij'ed a lack 01 o(llwassing by 
palit c tal'lS tI~ tI k~1y 1'f>tlMn tor di ~" tlti~fllCtion (end law turnout) IImonQ lirst-tirne 
v"t~,.' 

"1iiLb~tQ)PJ of Sch£4.X)' ",14~,,--~_ 

- - -----~~~-

Boing heard 
While young peaple may ~ turMd otl pd itie" tI~ it currently operat~s. ml'.ny 
st(lcie~ and ~l!fVey. have found that YO LV g peoplo! Mo! v-.ry int~f~ted in political 
;"s""~ important 10 lhsm. TM chalking~ far ~O\Iern'llImls is \0 t"IQ"9" wi ll yOWfly 
people. and 1he firS1thif'l!ill~1 younO people say i$ that they want la be heard. 

.:11 Havl! you used any of !ha govemincnt opporfu/"1/Ues to voice yOlK OPfnfOIlS 
ut ,1/)OOtissooa? How effe{;/11Ie lVas a? 



:lV- .. "ME 

New jdeas 

In Ww.;tam Australia, the CMcs aoo Citizenship UM In lh1l Dapartmoot (JI/ Pmmillt 
an<;! Cabinet aims to entlanoo democracy in tIl6.t state tnrough oivics edooatioll 
and the promotion 01 an active citireory. The goal;s a corrornunity where ail 
W~stam Australia~ 'I'll v;tlood a~ ~ili~!>n", Wtlll'" they pl>ty a sigrJifica~ ",Ioo ;n 
sattlng ponoy priorities Md wh.ere 1hoy help sMapc the nalUre 01 their society {soo: 
........ w.cKizgogpeoo YiD oO¥,aWl. 

Or Ariadnc Vrorn..-n SuggYits thai, 'YOWlg people have a broad range 01 
lICmOmic, llocla~ and potrticala:<pGrkmces' and thatwQ nood to 'cnmw fnclusNa 
foons af !ilovcmonoo tint rccognisQ and build upon diffarent ways of mQk(1!i1 
corrmunrties. Thme (1 power nee,d 10 listen to)'OUl1g peaple more, and young 
i""'f'I" " diverse views ~nd experiences need ta be articui3ted in lIle m~ia' (S&!! 
Vrcrneo), 

~ I CV-Lltnti'CW P I hCl,k4' 
-------- - ---

-------

NIIW jd,OlS 

In 2003, the ['..ommi~~ion for Chldren ~nd You"g P""'pie w~s invited to partieiPllt<'! 
in 1\ commit1<'!<'! for the <:Ieve\qlm<'!nt of a sports and recreation f>'ICaity 10, yoong 
poI<l,oI~ 00 Palm Island," North Q"",,,.,sla,,,J. Tt ... Co,,.'ni.sio,, wiU...-tirnld Ill .. 
irn~ortanee 0( tha cornmn-tilli asking \'<lung PIIOpl9 what ifl9)l1'/0lntild. T~ I$liU .. 
for 100 GommiOOiOn was not so mucn -now ao wo InvOlVe cnlloren In me QlJilafng 
of fhis f8.C1J/tY but rather 1lo~ do we;;et the tBcilily IIM children want!'": 

In 2003, in Parramatta in Sydnoily, a Youth Jury p""sent~d ~ pvoplij wHh 
pradi::al opJKlrtunities to "'am and discuss thij div\irs~ intilr~ and eallOOms of a 
wk!~ var!~ty Of young people across the Parramalla reQiOn, PartlcipanlS learned 
aooot teamwork, negotiatiOll s\~19 and the powe~ at gOl'!lmment. Thm er.abled 
th~m to form realistic recomm endation" \0 ~ LlPf'0rt the Merl~ 0/ fhe cnllec:t;V<'! 
youth of Parramatta. 

The aim of the Youth Jury waS to a55i5t with bridgi"'J raci~1 intolerance and 
cub ... ,,1 <.Iiv~rsity «rn<XIQ 1'OUf\9 pe<;lpkl of Par'amatt:o. 

Tillil illComn"",dat""," uf U,e Yuulh Jury were ai"""d at kli/Y government "'Kl 
community organisatioos ot Parramatta, 

\t Sljlcol U01Q)) ~ 'VvJ clJl 
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Taldng actlcn 
Young people wunt tQ oe aotll'(lly \>1vot\loo in dgmocraoy. Voting a\ i!1octicn~ is u[1 ly 
one WfJ.¥ Ql being irwotved in a democra1io sooiely. 

~ WhfrJh oi me toiloWirr~a.otirIitifx; nave wli~n1ea ootjo/,WWtd YC!ii~/(e to (;anY 
l!loul?. ,." .. 

Adivity ~VQ dono \OIould Ii~ le 
l~ or'J 00 (,' ",.) 

VCJI""1<>~n. '" g 
Initiating or p~n K;ipati~ in ~ k.c>Il youth proiect '" ,1/ 
lni,;o.tng Ot . igni<lg • P~~\iC~ CO ,j 
Ath>n,lino A ra ly D< rrot",t '" ~, 
r ... kirl\l part"'" oIri1<o ex:· fZ) 

B~ ng a m<!m iJ<> r 01 a ~~'ic.1 party C:Z' ;>:J 
Bei~Q " membe, 01 a. \,ade \.01ion qJ ·tJ , 

\<o' yj Being 2 nNmb" , 01 a .tud"nt "1110<1 

8eing ~ membe , of a """"gove tM"lent 
or~"ni.~1ion whicI1 Jobbl~ . go,..,.""""ni (~.~. 11>0 l)1J l'J 
Wl dCmeoo Sooiely, Arn"".1y Inl!l"~orcl, 

3reeapeaoe) 

CO(l\-"lir'Y ~ pCJi I(<;lan.".- kJc:.1 ~"""mrn""l '" '''' cooOoillo, 

P~rticlP~tin" in ~ YolAh Parlamenl " d 
BQI~g irWOlv~d in a YOI.JI/1 Council l)d ;"l>i 
Ikirlll involved,,"" "'llon'''''!''''' wh ich s _ h \0 Pl Rl 
'8pru$Gnt \h G viGw~ 01 young PQOIlIu ( • . Q. YovnQ 
AuWDlioo Rum,) Nom"rkj 

Yoong people say jh~l to be engaged in dO!mocr~y they n .. ~ 1hinO" ,,""./1 ,,~, 

:in formation; 

opportun~ie:s to actively engage In demooraoy: 

;j.(l idaa "boul 00"\ Ciln be "",~awd raalistk:aIJy; 

spaces in whk:11 \0 moet anil diSCusS: and 

flCC~M 10 the inlO!met, flh010c0piN'5, et~ 

WhlIf ~Mi~jII'l1C~ Qf"llCOOmgtlltl"rrt do yOtI rre~d from government to /ilke 
"dial I!bOlil the i$s",'" yDll il<t.I passional" !'IOOII/'I" 

NeVlic"as 

O,if;~r'e City Co w dl has deveiopoo 'VisiNl'f In~', ~ websita wr,ic.l1 alh'N~ young 
fl'i'Opl~ to ha~¥ H say in thll Cou ncil'~ pn;'!-Ir~r!I". Th .. w~b"il~ GUI"llains informaiion 
about how yaur)Q poop!c can have their sey, e~e~t~ for young people, Ul'lks IQ 

, , 



r~sources an:! a fcrum thml.l9h whkoh )'<lung peopje C3rl expr~ss their opi1ions. 
Ttw Gourd h:o,. also providad yOUrlg poopiG wilh ar .. as around Brisbal1~ \ ... 1""" 
It!o~ CM oome logotheno meet and GrQanisG activ~ie~ and projects of IIllor()!)! to 
them. Th,,!\/:! arMS are a,r.essfble to young poople and ,"en J"t'!soun::ed (~e!! 
'1('_. visible-ink. org/). 

Tile Victorian Government produced a handbook tot )'(1000 peep/() on how ttlcy 
can crMre cl\IInge in their cnmmllnity. The hanrlOOok provides .'Wggesliorul on 
OOVl)'Ollng ~liI COIn get acti~G on i. prQj~ lIwy tlNl passionate about. and how 
Ih<>y can implilmoot /hal prorect (~OO 1WfW.1'<>\Ith.".;e.CfO\f.a.</pdfljITtPSb99k;l.p<l!). 

Tile RloodBUon lor Young Au~IIl'I~lIns is 11 non-protit 0lOllnise.tion dedicated \0 
de .... loping inl1<)~ati~9 initiiltivM that support i\M empower young people a.ged 12 
la .:15. The Foundat;on provides seed·funding for id~as, proactively seeks 00· 
lundinq to ~upport innia~vBII and helps the rociplronrs iilrl!Ct~rG IhGmsGI""~ 10 
ensur{) Jona-1fm"l"1 suma;nllhilify. Fn~1I Y<1nr> tho F"unr!.~tian manaaoo a portIollo of 
grllllts lolllling Ilbou1 $6 m~lion. AI te~s! 25% 01101111 grant funding is dedicatoo 10 
initidivf!s srecil'ir-..afly des;gned to benefit yolIllg Indigeno:ls Au~lr",lians (see 
......... wungau5Iraliaru;.0t9). 

'" mUre ~'42D"V'PtQ.~"hQtM- CI.\/[,,) al1~ rnOr(l 
oJJ~-+" llA..Q/} at ,rrd/b" j>~ 

ne youth Electoral Study {YES) tound that parents af() regafdM by YOI.XIg 
people M lhe ma3llfTlpClrtan1 ~ource ot intormation ~t>out voting. felevisian nnc! 
new'pap"'~ ~r'" tM ne'" m<>M impot1Mt. howeWl' young ~Ie vi_ Ihe~ft III.Mer 
SOlJr~es with SOIn .. sc~O;:ism. 

'" G,\W Wlr' b'l)/)!<i wJarm@.fJYt, ohQnt 
_fi2l'JeQ{j.-,-_. --... --~-~-,,---~­
_::J,t1../(Lli~:'c' !R.+ .li..tJXOU(! qf __ ~ ----¥ J\ ) / LQ.-t' -tu W()t; ~_._ .. _____ . 

~ ~~t ro/~CN1 !1M-gOVl'lmmt'!I1/' folildil-hI:m,~. 'Pr<:m7itl1lnifj~liDm pl.!ly 
l!i .i"J ;Piling )'<)00); pe~ I<dfw and I/]I/()~Mi willl democricy?' 

N.!I..'ILi<jeas 

Ti1e hspir& Four>dalion ( ..... www.impi.lI.o/(wu)isal.".l"-.nalnon·;:lIof~ 
founcation which aims Kl oreate oppClnunltloo far YOUIig AustraMans, principally 
aged between 16 and 25. to heip themselves and otners. TM ~OUndatlon 
llci<MwI~es th~1 yoo.lr>g p~ople WMt 10 m~k"" ~ P<l~itiw difj",renc,", in th",ir own 
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Ives ",lid in lil.,;r ~orTlmuniti~~, Y"uny veOP"" 31e ac~vely involv.ru in tlij 
development and de~voryof [lil [he FoondaVon'e In~ialives, One jn[tla:I~G, 
'ActNQIV', i:s 11 web"bl!.s~ service that will provide young people with i1lO1maton 
and ~upport on how they c~n become involvO!d in iMUi!~ cr G~LiS>!S in ,n ... , 
crxnmunily that thlly .. H;I passiQn~l .. a1>uu1. 

YibeWlre YQUm Service~ is a YolulTteer-ba:red. non-p~ojit youth medi:l und trainirl(l 
org~roi."'lion wMich batween tBllnd 30 'IIith an online 
forum through Iona rang<l of IopiC5, partio::ipa'll! 
b diiicussioo'i wllh involVlid in th>l .. ,d1ange 01 

it Re(l(ll1ll11\lalivGi 

re<>ple out on the 
reports I' 

The US Ad Counollle ~ non-prom organlea~on which prcducaa, dlatriblJt~" "I'd 
promOl(lS public SaMCe cQmpaiOlS on a rCll1Qe of iSSl.lOs. A rcoon\ oampaign, 
'Fighl Mannequinisrn', lo~ed an improving yoL.th ciVic engaoementood voter 
f"'rticbation, It invo[\le.,J t~~vision Md rlldie> ad. ,,;m4\rl at getting Yrlll'>9 ~"mpl'" 
irtwill~ in is~ues they c"r~ aoout, '<ullJrt!e",ing and voting (sw 
'"iW. li gh tm ~ruwq"" rH.m. org). 

'Rock tl10 Votc' 'S 0. non·pr.oM orgnniS(l.liOl1 which aims to ofIQU<;lC your~ peop~ In 
me polliCal proceB5 ill the Un~ed Slates and draw attenli<lf1 10 ~3ueS of concern 
10 yooog people_ It wordin,,! ... ' voter registratM drives and educ~lior effort1l to 
anwre young people ~"e,ciM their right to vote. Youth cultlX~ i~ harr;e~wd " the 
iX,-"nd"on of ~s ~~,,~ai!.l'l~, rrl~"y <X whidl fl'"Iu.l' Iliyh ~rofil~ c~!ebritles inc./udirlg 
musicians, actort, athletes OOd comedians. In (00 200-1 eloctlons, 1.2 mi l ion 
peoPle lOOk advantage ot lr.e organisation's on~e VOler rO<}letratiOl1 faoi~ty, and a 
lurther ~OO.OOO registered as apart ot the Rook \he vole I3l1S Tour oorQSG lhe 
country [see W'vIW_lockthe\lote_coml. 

-~~.--------



c,v.idlli"-tS far w..tl~ 1'1 SwClI"....L"_W::O\. 

Tt-me ~ 110 6eI form tor a sutwn"*tl to the e«nmMo¥. SlJlnliMlon$ ",.-y be mad!! '-""'rIg 
Ih~ inqJI'y reeponse Intm Of in lh& rorm p a iel!e •• iI ~III ~jNI or a _hurt 
du<..~1 Md \f"ey rrnlY i' o:;!W9 ~s. SlJomisslons may 00I!1:tiI faces. cpini005. 
arQl.lil'M1tt. iUld 'IICOITIITl(II"IC\3tions lOt actIOn. TIIG moot usetui 8\brT11.!1!1ons.!fe III the 
poi/11. 

The comm/tlee would profa!" wrmen ~Ul.mHS3!O!13, but wiW Illso IlCt:IIpi ~is.~ion$ on 
audio tilPe. Forwrttt~n submL ..... ioo$, Iyr10Iti <:or printedtext is pref~. lho~ iagibkl 
hMd-'o\ritten ~l.Ibmlssiom are 3CCiplabkt. No.xnb..-oo pa~" iII1d, 1oI.~>bmtGionlln 
<!XCeSS d 20 pilgI05, a bfivl sl.II11rnary and 11 table of Conlllnl9 11! al$o helpful 

AI ",Ihm~ InIJ!;f ~ It-.. • ..","" and con1ilL1.1M.ah or tne 1l(If$Of"ll"l\3kfng tie 
s ubmistloo . n_ maI<itQ illo..flnIInlon on beilalI' 01 an afWIniMlln'" 3NJU1d indioote a , 
....... ( II1¥8IItw .utlmlGslon Mt: DOen ilIMOtfSed (~3Ib-oommi!lee. f)f~~ mM. et!:..). 

PuOk: Qllio.::om;- may make QUIlmIuiorl. at pri'nlo indi'IidUats. However. t rete.enoe is 
ma<» In a ;ullmlsGion to their offici'" poai!loo. it should 11150 be m8d& cl!!ar that lh~ 
6UbmW;1on 13 mMe in a private C!P8Crty SubrrJ.,,-~i0n.5 from gov.,....,....,.,t departments 
Should be aUfhoriMld in a • .c.nMane/l .... n~ Mn"nlll departmental !XOC~du,,/. 

Contenl..,d .. I,"",~nee 
A 3Ubm~or> m~y .. nver 3C.If"Jre or a ll 01 the ;SW¥>; .. ..;.00 in \he ' HportSe lonn. It \O"O\td t>4I 
hotplo /I • t.lbrnissKlos ao-ty "'-'led which lssutll; aJlI DGIng adClle.ssed. 

The ccmmi~, u$tl ~1 ptO<:</ldur~ ij 10 !iw licly ",Ie_ and liltlI9 .ubrftl)slorn In flQ 

lItois lsh"e Auvrnllly. Nul al ~blnl$i~ wll n oc.essatlly be puCllsnod Mci'or t[!blOC!. Tht 
cornrrOttM u'_s tI1e rlo:jIlt 10 no! PI-C.~h Of ta!Jkl oonfidcn!io t OUbmI33I01lS. or 
sul1mis$lon; 'M"Ilch ara irrelevant. CGrI!lltl scurrwous or d etllrTlll!OiY materilll. or Me 
othgrw!GO flot ~uilllble!or ~Ub~3hiflO. Tile eommlt!.". \Nil inform yOll ~ ~ dockli<s not to 
acoep!, or no! to lIulhori!le Ih" rtJhlk::~t)on 0/, your s lbnis$ion. 

Confldcntkl llty 

TIle corrrnlnM MlMlpls to conduct ;1$ Ilq" ,rilrs in U," m",,' 0ptHl way poIiiiblll.. HOWIMII". 
~ yau bfl/ie...e .. at )'Our sWrni ......... (Of pan 01 11) s:nould not D9 macIO p~. clearly wrrtc 
'conrodWl~aI· on eilCl1 paQl1 and, In a tlflcl OOYefltlg IoUOf. ~Plllil wI'Iy your si.JImJssoon 
ahoold be U'83.:&O oonfldcfl~al\y. The commlllea Ml t/Ien con.\ider '0'0" ""'l"".<I for 
conlldenTtll1y. 

UnQuthCl"laad Relea.:oe 

Oncl! the oommit!oo 'lICei",,~ li l "llll1is~lQn, il b800meli cornmilrae property on<! shol.lla 
nol be po.oOIi$ llw oJ wilhout too CQlf\mIT!" ·~ 3ui\OMstl(ln. p~COI.tiOn 01 tI SUll r:l~S ia1 
wit'-'l IIle oornmlItOC·iS (\\lltlori:II11lOn meanll!IIBt tIM.! public.alioon IS '1nl proIed~ 1Ft 
P<lIUarTICIIltWy privdl!QP. _ m./IY amourol to .. COlIIempl 01 P,d am.ot 

fl l!Seerch Dn.ctel 

Ccnst itutiQml.! ar>d Admini$trallVi ~(I\l l ew COmmitte6 

"""'~M'I HoU\iu, G,mrge Slrwl 

BRISBANE.: OLD 4000 



Submlliliilonii elosa on W~clnesday, 30 November 2006 

ExtenSions to the closing d~!e moy be given. If you need mOle lime to maM a 
~ ubm~sion. or ~)IOIl rf><jllire f"rth~r jnform~tinn. cnntacl the (".on;mit1€e'~ ~er.rMflrial on: 

TeiephoM: (07) 3406 7.107 
Fax: (Dl) 3406 7070 
Emaillc.Hl'@R:arfiarn .. nt.alQ.99v.:ay 

COpies of this pap~r a.nd all other pllblication~ by the legal and Coo&itution81 Committee 
/lrll ilWlilable on tMe Internet vi~ the comm"ee's home pags ~t 
ww.. .parljam~n 1.9 kJ. QOV. ~ Mic!)", r '" 11~,,§!!vgal r"v .h I", 

Narrn;: .... @.~.\+:0"':::. .. pgJ!!..7~ ................................... . 
Ag .. (op1ion~l): .... f.7..: ... ...................... , {. L.: ..... " , ... , .. ,' '. "., , ... , ... ' 
A~droos: ... .eJ:D,14r-l.P4.r..k.J~,W{~j .J.,7J~,L:~ .. ~:, 
Contact (e.g. phone nlJrTlt)j}r): 

EmwI: 




