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Your Voiee
The aim of this inquiry is to make practical recommendations o
increase tha intareat and participation of young paople in deroeracy in

Gueensland,
The cormmillee wants 1o hear rom young peaple, in particular, gboul:

# whet is needed in Cueensiand:
8 what will work;
B what won't; and

o what ygu want to do or experisnce.

We would also ke 10 hear fram all people in Queensland who have an
interast in young people, or in yaiing asafle arnaging it demacracy.

To heip yvou to think about, discuss and respond o matisrs relevant 1o
the inguiry, we have set oul below sorne;

¥ i3aues: and
1 examples of slralegies suggasied or ried alsewheane.
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Voting Sy stelne Angd Elestoral Conumetesion @uesmsland

Educatienfinformation
it 5 the job of ha Electora! Commission Queensfana (EGO) to ensure that peaple
enrol and vote at elections. To do this, the EOC uses education and SWansNess

prﬂgrarm [e.g pusk,ards, pustars artd school vrsnts}

* n 2003. Elactions Canada parterad with Cable in he Clazsroom 1o develop a
new voler education program for students, including 3 contest chalienging peopla
aged i6 10 18 1o ¢reate 30-second public sorvice annduncoments on vided telling
their gcors why the demooratic process and voling are important.

+  The United Kingdam Electoral Commission’s ‘Do Polifics' aims toa get younyg
paaple involved in democraey. |t may be aceessed al wovvedopolilive co.uk, Do
Pulitics’ conducts workshops and svents, and orovides resources and training
acrose the UK fer young people.

¢ In Australia, the Youth Electoral Study (YES) found thal some incentives would
attract a firat vaole. Young paopla said a tax hreak or the use of promolional rock
concerts would be tha most elfeclive inuentives, bul there was also same suppor!
fuy the notion that ingentives should not ba neaded as voting is a rosponsibility

that comas with cizenship.

Wﬂ__%guma Ak STAee) Ser i

Valer egistration
Ir Australia, gach persan must complete an enrglment form ta register e vote,

How could the: E0Q: n_‘.'ah.tg A easrerfor jfuung peojpfq» £ aann:r.l aﬂa’ !.Iesa:ma
N gl ovgte?.” J :

Mew Idaas

v Ir some countries, registralion is done by the government so that peopls are
automatically reqgisterad when they reach voling age. An [ntamatfonal report by
the inatiiute for Demesrany and Elcctoral Assistance, Youth Vater Particication,
Suggeats eutamatic reqistration by the government rather than i baing a duly of

SACH parson tqg enrol.

e Qther courlrics cnable poople to rogister ot a polling station on election day, or
an-ine.

F o In Canade, Eleciions Canads identifias poople who have turnad 13 through
inforrnation provided by, for ocxamplc, the tax office and motor vehicle registers.

The Chiet Electoral Officer wriles to thess peopie 1o ask them to nontirm that they
are eliibie to vote and consent to being included in tha national register,
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Polling stations
in Queensland, polling stations are usually located in schools or halie and are open

betvean Bam and Bpni.
a Haw could thé FCQ make it masir 1o yooig 00 16 65t thelr vele?

New ideas
v Inrecent Canadian elections, Elections Canada introduced more polls in locations
to which young paople have easy access, such as near student residenves and

university neighbourtioods.

+ In Canada, poling stations are upen for 12 hours

¢ Delegations from the Australian Electoral Commission and the Victorian Flecioral
Commission ohaerved elecironic voting grocessee at elactions in the USA, UK
and Ireland between 2000 and 2002, The delegations considerod the differont
oplrons that gre available, thelr acdvantages and disadvantages and how ezeh
opuon would sult Australia’s voling systems. The delegaticns recommended c-
voling be made avaliabls 1 conain classes of voters including volers in Antarctica,
voters in remota locations, voters with a dissbility and overseas volers (ses

wrenwe aec gow.2U0 contentwhativoting/electroniereportindex.ntm and
ynaw aec qav. aud_contentrwhatvolingde-voling_reporn.pdf),

b A récent rapen af e Viclarian Scruling of Acls and Regulationa Committes,
Victorian Efsetronic LCemecracy, cunsidered glectronic voting. It reenmmanded
thai Victonian elections sheuld not be conducied remotely via mformation and
communications technologies in the noar luturs, but Identified the following key

advantages of remote voting systems.
- easy anress for Iravellers and disabled people;

praviding &n intertace for other tachnologies such as screen readers, Braille
computers, magn fiers or alternative data entry systems:

allowing for the rasy and cheap distribution of ballot papers in different
lanyuages;

- instantanequs processing: and
allowing voters to access a wide range of cther Informatior while congigaring
and casting their vote.



Advance voting

Currertly in Gueanstand, If vou ¢en't vote at your ncarest polfing booth on the day
of & state elestion, special arrangements can be mare for you o cast your vote,
sUeh as by advance voting in person or postal voting. These options are available
in only some circumstances - for examels, 1 vow: will be intersiats on polling day;
hava a disabifity; or can’t voto on that day because of religious beliets. Forfurther

information, E%MMM

Mow ideas

b Inthe UK, postal vating & avaiable to any eligible vatar an reguest, A person may
epply for postal voting for a paticular etectlon, fer a ceraln period of time or for &l

future elections.

v Tofacilitate voting, the state government could declars the day of a state glection
a public hol:dey or schedule an aetection for a day attier than a Saturday.

* nfuture, i slectronic voting were to be introdused, for example, it need nat be
necassary (o have an eleclion day', with 2/l votas cast on the sama day. Voiing
cauid take place, for exampld, over an ‘election weak..

Close of rolls
Currently, after a state election is called, peopla have between 5 and 7 rays to

rﬂgmi&f Lo vole.
' il covikd fiey a‘isqq;faptagmﬁﬁfh A m nnﬂmfw,‘f;.r
j?ﬁ ra em:n.‘ aﬁaran e@eﬂryuy@ua#&cﬂ* 7 ﬂr?

New ideag
*  Prior{o the 2004 fedaral slection, the Special Minister of State, Eric Abeiz
proposed that:

v tho slactoral rodl e closed 10 new votars on the day 1ho cloction writs wiuld ba
igsucd (usually the day the slection 13 announcad); and

+ people wishing to change their enrolment delaits be given lhiee days lo do so.

This propasal did not proceed as it was not supparted by the non-govarmment
partias.
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Flxed election day
in Queensiand, thers s no Hxed clection day far state glections.

A fixed sleetion day eculd allow improved civics education courses, moch-elections

and ather strategies ancouraging young peopla’s engagamant with elections to be
planned in advance (see Milner). For example, a fixed elaction day would allow

chvics sducaters to plan and conduct their courses in parallel with an alection
Campaign,

Ca you think improved oigs sdiieation is-a. wwﬂmhﬂ"q rvas-m E.'u ga.wrwanr
o consider § change 10 fixed térm elections? -

ey ideas
»  In Quesnsland, elections for all local government aulhurities ae generally held
every four years on the last Saturday in March.

\
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New voting system

In Quesnsiand, a aystem of optianal preterential voling is used. A fact sqeet about

'OPY is available from: www ecn.qid gnv.au.
mmmmwmmmwﬂwm vate Jf the veling system
wasahaaw 50 that fandidalas cunning on ce.rzam-:ssms of mm:ﬁ;rmlm
mmpeqpbmm#kﬂytcgﬂmwms vaueb'i
patdizment?. ! 3

New ideas

*  Appendix D rontaing A revised version of 8 paper grepared for an irquiry, Mands
on Farfiament, by the Legal and Constititinnal Committes of the pravious
Parlizment, |t provides informatiun abuul our voting systam and ways it might be
changed 1o provide mora giversity In candidates who might be elecled,

*  Asir Queansland, the voting system in the UK makes it very difficult for
candidates from minor pardies fo get elected. In May 2005, aome 500,000 school
siudents in the UK voted in a muck eleclion to coincide with the ganeral elactions.
The students voled for the actual cancidatze. The resulls showed hal the
sludents were atiracted to parties which ron candidates on ceraln [ssues; lor
axample. students who felt passionate about the emwronment voled for the Green
Parly. Despite [2iling lo have a single candidate refurnad in tha general elections,
the Gresn Party secured 46 out of a possible 349 seats in the mock slection,

v Proporional representation voling, which s used tor Sénate elections in Australia,
prwin.les greater opportunity for minar parties to win seats.

___HW-‘Q ,q__-_-; A '\ j\\fi’_____ A S R




Voting age
In Austratia, You must be 18 yoars cid to votg. The minimurm voting age in ohor

countres ranges from 15 to 21,
The minimum agea sel b:.r the law for other activities are listed in appendix a.

MNew ideas

v InApril 2004, following a project on the age of electoral majority, the United
Hingdorm Electoral Commission recommended thal the mimmum age for ail levels
wf woling In public elections In the UK remaln at 18 yoars for the tima being. The
LUK Electorat Commission advised, hawoever, that it expected 10 undenake a
jurther formal review of the minimum voting age within a further five o aeven
years. It encouraped lhe govermrnent to cansider iniliating a wider review of the
age of majorty.

v In 2300, 2 report on changing soclal and legal frameworks for young Austrgliansg
found that, despite some interest in getting maore involved in their community and
in govemment decision-making processas, young people ware quite raluctant o
claim tha right and responsikility of having the vote younger than at age 18 The
mgjority {74%) of young pecpls invaheed in the research said that they were not
ready or interested in getting involved in formal political processes such as vating
before thay ware 18. Thelr parente agreed, with a majority (61%) suggesting that
yound people are nat mature enough and not intarested in vating before they are
18, and that yaung peaple under 18 have other prassiras o confront and contend
with (s2e Carson, Firgerald and Roche}

v Compulsury voling was introduced in Queanstand in 1914 and by ths
Commonwealth in 1924, Hosoarch by Ktiner (publlshada in Chic Liferacy: How
intormad Citfrans Make Damooracy Work, University FPross of Mew England,
Hanover, 2002 indicates that the etlect of introducing compulsory veting in
Australia was to bring about a 23% overall increasea in valing.

%MM&%&
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Education in schoole

In Grueensland schools, thare is no subject called ‘civics oducation' or ‘citizenship
sducation’, Primary end secandary studenta laam abaut demaocracy, including
rarfiamend, govarmment and elections, i a number of diffarent subjects. Students
algo eeperiance demogracy at school, for gxample through elactions for school
councl! membaers andfor school Ieadors.

Education aboul demngeracy
Addltional educational oppornunities relevant to demaeracy naluds,
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+ vigls 10 the Queensland Parliament, or ta a regional sitting of the Gueensiand
Parliament, and aducational activitics provided by Parliameniany Education

Services; and

v glectoral adugation activities condugied by the Australian Electoral Commission,
such as schoaol visits,

For students
¥hhat. viorkad welfland ' what “did yei. ahmm M~-M“-m
Wﬂddumwm.}'mmw ST
Yot m.wm dmwcmcy and

‘What-more- gould . sohogis do. o sncoLage!
pmpamwumrmtmammﬂﬁmwﬂ#mnﬁﬂm nbwfmguyngm
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For teachers
? Haw dose. your school approach elvics adieation and praclice damupmc?"
Hoiw'coud students be Belter preparedio engags in demooracy? 3 %

New ldeas

¢ |n pravinus inquiries, the Legal and Conatituticnal Gemmittes and the Legal and
Constitutional Committeas of the 45th and S0th Parkaments Rave mads
cegomnmendalions about civics education in Quaenstand. Similac
recommanoations have been rmade by many other Australian bodies in recent
years. A list of some of these recommendations is set out in appendix C.

v The Consfitutional Centre of Western Austraba was established to encourage
peapla of 2il ages to learm ahaut the Western Australien political system and how
1o achvely paricipate init. I offers displays on tha Constitulion and aspects of
cilizenship and political history. The Elecioral Education Centre is lazated within
the same complex, and provides interactive pragrams afluwiny people to cast a
vole, discover the ariging of democracy and undsrstand how the voting syslem

works {sae www.ccentra,wi gov. auindex htmy. Hrograms, prosented in ways

which engage young people, are alsa canducted for school studenta vistting the
Caatre, Teacher resource kits complenent each program. Resaurce boxes on
various topige are available to schools In remiole ameas, [ addition, the
Constitbtional Contre has developed an “Qut Reach Program' which invalves a
natwnrk of ‘ocal peopls in rural and remote areas of Western Australla providing
progiams to stutlents in these arras. Sorme programa are specho to Indigenous

commundies.
~ A Givics ang Gitizenship Education website {which Incorporates a previous

‘Discovering Demccracy’ wabsite} is wyew Civiesandgitizonship.ody ay.

» 'Kids Voting USA Is a nuliunal non-profit, non-partisan organisation that teaches
sludents about chizenehip, civic responsibility, democracy and gallical
participation. Tocgether with classcoom activities, students are providad with an
opporundy to cast a 'Kids Voling' ballel an slection day, and they vote on the
game candidatey and issues as adults, In 2004, 1.5 million students lumead out to
vote for presidentlal, local and state candidates. Areas with a Kids Voting USA
pragram have showed a voting rate for registercd 18 yoar olds which 18 14%

sigher than for nan-pasticsipating araas. fae waes Ridavetinguas org/f

+ As part of the Kids "J'utlng USA servica, 'DoubleClick Cemotracy’ (sew

wwiw. Kidswvoli licieiniro.a55) was doveiopod i allow studants to
participate in an authentic voting experence using a web-based vohing system.
The unling ballets replivale the candidates and issuss adults vote for, and provida




gtudents with praciice ballots which have finks to candidate hingraphiss and other
resatrces. About 35 000 students partivipated during the 2004 presidential
glections.

r ‘Teans N2 Politics' is a US-basad weabsite which offars young peaple an
apportuniy o particivale in divcussion forums on fepics such as the sconomy,
taralgn palicy, generai political issues, animals and ke environmant. Provision is
als0 mads for young pecple to contribute to discussions under the banner of “laft
wing chat’ and right wing corner’. See www leensn2politics comffarams/

% ﬂn\oued QDW bk, OEA LS
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The eolitiral A& Uz:hs na dind Folitielane

Political parties

The 2004 Yaurng Ausiralian of the Year, Hugh Evans, has suggesiad thal young
people feel shul oul of mainstream party politics,

The famer Queensland State Youth: Adviscny Councif told the camerillee that the
issues addressed by politival parties, particutarly al edection 1ime, are dominated by
thosa relevant 1o oldgr pﬁmlﬂ' and our agelng PGPUFH.IDOH

Mow [doas

v Dr Aradne Vromen, a tecturer at the Univarsity of Sydnay, researchss young
pecple and palitics. Sho writcs that, The ona area of paricigation that remains
low for young peopls, and indeed for most Ausiralians, is membarship of poiitical
padies, Rather than labelling party membership decline as apathy, we oughl lo
see how unappealing poltical partes have becoma. And it Iz up o pariss 10
Mvalve a now genaration. This might not be by way of forrmal membership;
instead, partias might consult young people on issues relevant in their lives' (see

Vromen).

* in the US, a nationwide study of youth attitudes lound that young people were
agtive in theit communities but not concerned ahaut politics. As an aulcame of
thet study, a strategy adopted o re-connect youlh o denmaracy is (at, duriny
eleclion campaigns, the madla offer youth-moderated candidate debates (sae

Watlonal Aasociation of Secretaries of State).
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Pctiticians
Many research studies in Austraiia and internationally reveal that youny peonles are
synical about the behaviour of politicians.

Ei How . can. po!r!f-’:.'ans rhemaarhras msﬁore Ihs r?aﬂ‘h Df y-:.u.'ng peﬂp."e in
& demooragy? ¢ : _

Mew ideas

r  Dr Aradne Vromen says that politicians only consider young people when they
present a probleam, that young pecpls tend fo be talked about rather han tatked
with; and that young paoply's porspocthves are rarsly includss in pubiic debate,
Cr VIormen sugoests that what is nesded /s direet evidenao of young peopla’s
experiences and argumenta based on such evidencs (see Vromen).

Ini the United States, Canada and the United Kingdom, where voting ispf

compuisory, it has been shown that contact with political parties and candidates is

an imporiant element of ‘get-oul-the-vore' stratagles. Following the 2001 British
general siaston, the UK Eloctoral Commission identificd a lack of canvassing by
politicians a3 a likely regson tor drasatistaction (and low turnout) amoeng first-timo

voters,
N (O Oed s,
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Yoy People fnd the Comumauntty

EBeing heard

While young peopls may be tumed off politics as it currenily operates, many
studies and survays have found thal young peopls are very intarasted in political
issued imporiant e hem. The chalienge Tor gouvmrmimens is o engage with young
people, and tne flrst thing that young psople say s hat they want to be naard,

“:) Mave you used any of the govermment opportufififes 1o voigé your opinions
. abowt fs5uas? How oactive was f?

d



Mew Ideas

v in Western Australia, the Clvics and Citizenship Unit in the Depanment of Premier
and Cablnet aims ta enhante demaocracy in that state through rivics education
and the promation of an activa citizenry, The goal is a community where all
Westam Australians are valued as cilizens, whera they play a slgnilioant ralz in
selling policy priorifes and where they hotp shape the nature of their society (see:!

www cltizensoape wa.qov.aul.

v OrAriadna Vromen suggests thal, “Youny people have 2 bread range of
economee, sucial, and politics! experioncas” and that wo need o "oregte Nelusive
forms of govermnance that recognise and build upon different ways of making

communrdties. Those in power nead lo listan to young peaple more, and young
people’s diverse viaws and axpenences nead 1o be arbiculaled in the media’ (see

Vramen)
N Houn't  udn, (s W\kvtrj .
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New ideas

* In 2003, the Commission for Children and Young People was inviled to parlicipale
in a committee for the development of 2 speris and recreation facility for young
peopls an FPalm Island in North Queensliand. The Commission undarlined the
imporiance of the commillee asking young people what they wanieg. The issue
fur the Commission Was N0t 50 mueh “how Jo we involve chifdran in tha building

of this facility” but rather “how do we gat the facitity tha children want?”

v In 2003, in Parramatta in Sycney, a Youth Jury presanted young paople with
practical opportunities 1o learn and discuss tha diverge interests and concoms of 2
wide variety of young people across the Parramana region. Participants leamead
about isamwark, nogotiation skills and the powers of gnvernmant, This enabled
tham 1o form reglistic recommandations ta support the needs of the colledtive

youth of Farramatis.
The aim of the Youth Jury was to assist with bridging ractal intolerance and
cidtural diversity among youny people of Pamramalta,

The recommendations of the Youth Jury were aimed at key govemment and
community crganisations of Parramatta.




l

/&'«5’ LA J’%mr

B ER T mwrr‘memmm*ﬁmm?mmwm T o

Taking action
Young peoplé wanl to be acl:ivel{.r involved n demodctasy, Voling at glectians is only

one way af Belng involved in a damocrtatic society.

i
i
A ﬂ Wﬁ!ﬂh af the foﬂamng arfmrm ‘R you aamad aun ar. wau.rd ycru like IG mny
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activy it
Volunteering _ LJ =5
bibiating or pauticipatiog in a ocal youth projact T 3 |2 I
tndialing or aigning & petition M M
Attanding a rally or protest (I B
Taking par in a strike @‘ W
Bging a membor of a political pary _ e
Beaing a remiber of 2 frade Lninn 1 <)
Being a member of a student union J ]
Being o member of 2 mon-govermment
arganisation which lobbies govemmen! (a.g. [he 7] 5]
Witemess Sodiety, Amnesty Irdematanal,
Gareenpeaca]
Contacting & peiftician or local gevernmant ] et
cauncillor
Parbicipalirmy in & Youth Parliarment 1 =}
Being invalved in a Youth Councit —# fZ)

il =T

Baing inveived in an organisallon which seaks {0
represcnt e wews of young poople (&g, Young
Australian Flural Metwork)

Youny peopie say ihat to be sngaged in democracy they need things such as:

e

]

k

information;

appartunities to actively engage in democracy;
an idea about what ¢an be achiaved roalistically,
spAcas in which 1o mest and discuas; and

docess to the internet, pholocopiers, elc,

5) What assistance or sncouragement do you' need fram government {o take
HE geton about ihe issues vaiL fgsf passionate aboul?

Mew idoas

K

rishane City Council has developad Visihbe 1nk', a websile which aliows young
pEople 10 nave a say in the Councils programs. The webeite contains Information
aboul how young peopla can have their say, events tar young pecple, inks to

e



resouress and a forum through which young peopls dan exprass eir opinians.
The Gouncll has also provided young people with areas arcund Brisbane where
they can come together ta meet and organise aotivities and projects of interest to
them, These greas are accesgible ko young pecple and wel resourcad (soe

v The Victorian Government produced a handbopk for young people on how ey

¢2n creatg change in thelr cammunity. The handbook provides suggestions on
how young pecple can get activis on a project they feel passionate about. and how

fhey can implement that project {ser waww youih. vic oov /o i YR Shook pdf).

v Tha Foundation for Young Australizns is 3 non-profit organisation dedicated to
davaloping innovative Initiatives that support and cmagwar young people aged 12
13 25. The Foundation provides seed-funding for ideas, proactively 3e6ks co-
funding 2 suppart initiatives and helps the recipients siructure themaates o
antura long-term sustaingbility. Each year, the Foundation manages a porifolia of
granis totaling about $68 millicn. Al least 25% of total grant funding is dedicated to
Inltiatives spaciflieally designed 1o benefit yeung Indigenous Australians (ses
W youn gaustraliang orgl.

% DR 2o XD 0003 VS —
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a Whittrof.cary Eimjifies. and‘fﬁanﬁs pIajr m, gsfmg* yaungmpie aerﬂ,ga and
Fivoheed-aith tanioctacy? -
MNew idess

*  The Youth Electoral Study {YES) found that parents are regarded by young
pecple as the most important source of information abouwt voting. Television and
newspapers arg the next most Important, however young ceople view these latter
sQUIces with some scopticiam.

\?' A e X0E QDQE:@ Nk g
N e .

ﬁ’g What rofg can. aas-govermnenant faundations, pr. commurily organisaions: play
R i goting young people: active end inveived with demastacy s '

MNew iteas

+ The Inspire Foundalion {ses wwwinapite org.au) is a naticnal noqs -profit
toundation which aims 1o create opportunitias for young Australians, principally
aged belwgwn 16 and 25 to help themeeohves and othars. The Foundasion
ackrowledges that voung nooplc want 1o make a positive diffarence in their awn




Kegponce. Form
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i lives and in their communitigs. Young people are actively involved in the

: | devealopment and delivery of all the Foundation's initiatives, Sho inltiztve,
Acthow’, I3 a web-based servica that will provida young pedple with tormation

and support on how they can become invalved in issuss o causes in heir

cornmunity that they are passiunate aboul.

|| » ViboWire Youth Services i3 4 volunteer-based, non-profit youth media and training

I erganisation which provides young peaple aged between 18 and 00 with an online

ﬂ tarum through which Lhey can access informalion an a range of Wopics, participate
in discussions with other young peaple and becoma involved in the exchanye of

}ﬂ Infrmation with other young peonle (sce www.vibowire.net). Ragcent nibatives
inglude ‘elachonTracker {ses www slectiontracker. netfel’t which sent voung

;\.‘ people nut on the campaign teail as reportars in the 2004 Federal eleclion. These
seports were Liflised by six radio stations, 3B3 and ABOS news.

d

} v The U$ Ad Coungl| is 3 nan-profit-oroan IBation whicn produces, gietrcules and
promotas public senice campagns on a rapde of issues, A recont ¢campaign,

3 ‘Fight Mannegquiniam’, focussed on impraving youth civic engagemant and vater

: rarticipation, 1t imvakved television and radio ads aimed at getting young penple

invalved in igsues they care aboul, volunteering and voting (see

|
[ ryw ightmanneguinism.org).

»  Rock the VoIg is a nga-pratit organisation which 2ims to angage young people in
the political process in the United Slates and draw altention to ia3ues ol concern
to yaung penple. it coordinates voler registration drives and educalion efforts to

I ensure young pecple exercise their right to vote. Youth cubture is harnessed in the

promution of its carmpaigns, many of which feature high protite eelebriles including
mugicians, aotors, athletss and somedians. Inthe 2004 elections, 1.2 milllon

peopie ook advantags of the arganisation's oniing voter registration taciity, and a

fenher 200,000 regislered as apart of the Hock the Yote Bus | our acress the

cauntry (588 vrone. rockthevole Gom),

ar



Guideines for vankiling # sugmission

There is No sl fom for 2 submission o the committeg. Submizsions may be rmade using
the inquiry responde farm or in the fom of a latter, a substantial papar or a short
gouurnent and they may include appendices. Submissions may contain facts, opinions,
argumenls and recommangations for action, The mest veaful submissicns are io the
point.

The commites would prefer writtan submissions, but wlil 2150 2ccapt submigsions on
aldia tape, Far wiitlen submissions, typed or printed text is preferable, though legile
hand-written stbmissions are acceplablz. Numbered pages and, for sibmissions in
excess of 20 pages, a brigl surmmary and a table of contents is also helpluf,

Al submissions must include the name and contact details of the parson making the
submission. Those making o subrmission on bohall of an orgunisation shoukd fdicate at
what laval the submission has beean authorissd (8g sub-commibtes, prasidem, chair, sic.].

Pubtic oficers may mahe submissions as private individuals. However, if reference s
mada fn & submmiaslon o thelr official poaitlen, It should alse be made clear that the
submiasion is made In a private capaoty. Submistiona Trem govemnment departmoents
should be authorised in accordance with normal departmarnital procedure,

Conilent and relevance

A submissian may covar same or all of the issties raised in the respornsea fom. IE wauld be
helpful i submissions clearly stated which issues are being addressed.

The committes's usual procedurs is te publicly release and table submissions in the
Legislative Assembly, Mot all subniissions will necessarily be published andfer tabled. The
commillae regerves the right to not publish er izble confidential submissions, or
submisslons which arg irrelsvant, contan sturrious or dafamateny matarizl, of are
athenwisc not suitable for publishing. Tha committce will inform yeu if it decidos net to
accapt, ar not to autharise the publiceiion of, yvour submission.

Canfidentinlity

The cammittes alternpts fo condust its ingquiries in the maost open way possihle. Howewer,
if you befieve that your subrmission for part of ity should not be made public, cleary write
‘confidentisl' on each page and, in a brisf covaring letter, expiain why your submission
should he treated confidentially. The commiltoe will then consider vour request for
confidentiafity.

Unauthorised Release

Onee the cormmittes recelves a subrmission, it becomes committea property and should
not be published without the committas'’s authorfsalion, Pubiication of a submission
with out the committos’s authorisation means thal that pubiication is not protocted by
pariameantary privilege and may amount to & contempl of Parliament.

All submissions should be sent ta
‘he Research Director

".L’CQE f, Constitulional and Admenistrzlive Review Commiltge
_.Farlfamen; House, Geurge Struel
BRISBANE QLD 4000
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Submisslons close on Wednesday, 30 Novembar 2005
Extenslons to the closing date may be given, [f you noed mose Time (0 make &

submizaion, or if you raquire further information, comlact the cormmrittee’s secretariat an:

Telenhane: {(07) 3406 7307
Fax; {07} 3406 TOTO

Ernail; jcare @ parliament.gld.gov.auy

Capies of thrs paper and all ather publicalions by the Legal and Conatitutiona| Comrtiee

are avallahie on the Inteinet via the committes’s home page at:

waww parliarnent.old.gov awtommitteesdegalrey m
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