
i 
I, 
" 

01 AUG 2005 
LEGAL. CONsnTUTlo.,Al ANO 
AOMINISTRATI~E REVIEW 

CO"-lMITTee 

RESPONSE FORM 

n.. _......rn Of,od", 
Legal. ConatiMio.101 ond Aar/ni, tro.t"" rleview Cornmtto. 
PoriIam.'" Kou<. 
OOCfge Slreot 
s,;oo."" ~ +:lOO 

0, tax ~ '00 073406 7070 
no "''''" ~ h " .[!, 9 ","rl~tO!'I."ov .u 

A PARLIAMENTARY COMMITTEE INQUIRY INTO YOUNG PEOPLE 
ENGAGING IN DEMOCRACY IN QUEENSLAND 

----- ._-------._--

I 
I 
I 

I 



, 

I 
YOkY vOlet 

The aim oft~~ inq"'-ry i" 10 m~k" practical r&eommendatioru. 10 

ilcrease I~ interest Md participation ot youf'lQ people in deMocracy in 
Queensland, 

Ttr .. commiUli1! \'I'~nts to h .. ~, from YWllrlg peopl~> in par[icc.iar. ~lx>ul: 

~ what is needed in Queen3larKj; 

® what will work; 

'fi what woo't; al1d 

~ wh~t)I\/IJ want ID do or e,>:pw""""'I!_ 

We wooid also ok., 10 hl!ar from all people in Queensland 1'1110 have ~n 

interest in young peo~e, or in )<:>'00 rMpl'" ""O"OinO in n..,,-x'''9· 

To harp YUU la thklk abDUC, disouss and rispond (0 ma11<.ro; roovam 10 

thw i"'llliry, we haVII sI>r 0010..10 .... s"'''''' 

.~~ 13~UIlS: 1100 



Edu(lIItion{lnformmlon 

It ts!he job 01 me Elector~t Cammis~ion Qt"'''''.'''ann (EGO) to ~nSl1re Ihat people 
I'nroi and vote at election~. To 00 this, 1he ECO uses education and awawtless 

'progl2fll~ ({/.g. po.!k;ards, postllrs arid schoOl vis~). . 

A ~~~:}~~L;i~i!~?~;~~'\~T~f.~;·1i~~~··~·~f! 
.N.€l~eas 

In 2OOS. E!ec~orw Canada pa,lnvred with Cab!<, in tho Clas~r""m 10 develop .. 
new voler educatioo program tor students, hcludtng a contGlit challenging people 
lIgsd 16 to 18 10 create 3O'8eool1d pubiic ~~lVica annouoocments on video telling 
their poors why !he democratic process and voting are important. 

The United Kinodom ElectOO"al Commi55icn's 'Do Pot~ics' aims M get yomg 
people involved in OOmOCrOlCy. It may 00 ;ot"~~5SO!<l;o.t: WWIII.IloR9n;1i¥.~1'.uk. '[)o 

P<Jili<:~' ~"n<lucts worilshop5 and iventi, and provides rllSOIlI"Ce6 and training 
acrOSil thy Ut< fer YOlllg peo"pre. 

In "'ustra~a, the Youth Elector~1 Study (YES) found thal ~C>rM incentives would 
attract ~ filst vat... YOIXIg f"""pl", Mid ~ t'"-X bre~~ 00" lh" tJ,!;e cA pmmo~C)Mt rcd, 
concerts would 00 '\;1 most ~fr~livv inc"'''tjv~s, but th"""~ wa!i al,.u SOmV iUppoIt 
t", ~l" ",-,t"'" that lncI!fIlivlls sMoold nQllJII nwdild OIS vot!ng is a r9&poo;;ibi!ity 
th~t oom~s with citizenship. 

"c\'J'Yl:>3'"-"" "" """'eel l0" """CC 

----.-.. ~ .. ~.~---

Voler registration 

In Auslralia, &och P'i"~o" ")IJ~t comple1<./ ~n enrolment Iorm ta rey;,.1e, 10 YOt~. 

New !rul~~ 

In some countries, r'"9i~tratioll is ~ by .I~ yowrnmsnl so ttlat ~IJI" ar" 
a\JIQmaticalfy rogisterlld when thgy fllach voting age, AA Intematlonal repen by 
tM Institute to, Democraoy and Elootoral Assistance, Youth Voter Participflrioo, 
suo~ests ~utam8tic re9~trl!!lOr1 by th~ g(WA,nnvmt "'th'" than it ooina ~ dill)' of 
eac~ pe'son to <JntoL 

Qtne, cOl..f1lrios nnubic people to register 01 a polling station on election day, or 
on-I:ne. 

In Cm"<l~, Eloctions Canad~ K1~titia. pooplG wtlo hav9 turned la through 
it1iormatio~ prO~ided by, ror example, the ta~ office Md motor ~eh iole rcQiStcm. 
The Ctllet l::lec!orlll Officllr write~ to the~" p,,,,plFi kl "'~k them to mnlirm th~t th~y 
"r~ ~~g~l" to 'IOte aoo coo s~nt 10 be'-.g ilX:~ in lhtt national ''"9i~hK. 
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1'01'" 11 atlltions 
., Ol.li'ensland, ;>o!1ing &/,'It;oos ~,,\ l/!IUAII)' located '" 3CMOor~ or M~t 3I1d ary open 
~twijljn 8arn "",j 6p-l,. 

J I1fM W<JId ttlIio ecc m"k .. _!t_ .. ,.,.;.,,-Jix~~ to /;$I1hf*; W1Iil1 

NU Id!!~ 

., Il!cent Gan!ldla~ ele;;tions. Eloetione Ca.na,da Inlroo..cii'd mon, PQ*> In locl\tioo~ 
to which ~oung pe~1e hsv~ 8asy access, such:la near studsn! llIliIldant:on; ",,<I 
~niwr~ty ooigrbculf'loo<h , 
In Canalla, Pofi'lll italioni: <If" UIN" 1<)1 12 hoUI$ 

Delegatro:ms /tom the AllGIJ:I'an Electoral CommIsion wlt! th~ VIctorian Fll!!(:!nml 
Corn"""'~iM ob~lIrved eleclrOI'lCQ VClf1Q' prOCeSll9!l al OI\1C1l01l51n lhlll USA, Ut< 
al"td ""1<>00 betwgen 2000 M.<1 2oo2. TI'III deleSla!lQI1~ coonidcrcd the dl~prgnl 
QilI""'" I~,~t writ available, 111":, a(lvMtIl9~" Md diutf\/lIntaQ'e, and Mw oac!1 
oll'Jo.~ would suit ~lIlia·,. ""!ir\{I aystems. Th~ d~ f. El"ticM MCOrm'leoOOd c­
"""1'111 be maoe available to cgf\ajn clan"", of YCI!IIt,. locWng W'I!~ n AtltM::ticll. 
\OOIoIfS in rem~ loet!1ions. VOIett wlll'I a CI~illy and <>wrs..>otS voters (_ 
yr«tr MC W..CIJ{ GPoteDtt\yt1at1)'01I!p'p"'ctrQl1~~u~orvnd9d\1m-.! 
wym !WC.Q2V ~LJI cnnlmUwbAl/yo1 innrt-wjog rspon W!), 

"I~m rilPO'l ot tIlII Vk:VJriiu, S\.rUli ,y ut Ach "nti ';"o,,""lion, OolTlmi~"'. 

VICIQ'fan E/ootf()l'!/(}~. Wfl>l«lw9<l ~ic ...:.M9- It NlCOOImer.ded 
IhtIl VIC'IOOan &leet\c)n:; OOoLJlc] 1\01 1)11 conducled Jemoltlly via ~llormallon and 
mmrTlllnrr.al"'~ keI\nologies II'lIl'\O l'ICar IlIIlJ'e. blJ' IOr:H1Iilllld rtw 100Iow; .. S kwy 
adv.antages aI re'l\OIe vdi"!) ~ys!eml : 

"My ~c.r""" /()r Irllve!a1S!nd dlsallled people: 

prowling ft., i'lte.1.ace tor 0Ihct IOClmol ogie~ 6\JCI'I 3Ii iCrwn f\AI~. 8rdJe 
com~ler5. rNgnliers or alt*rnalMl d!J'.a enuy 3Y$1OO1C: 

ailo..-inll 101 """ _.y "nd ch4ap d~lrl!lulion 01 balOt ~aoers ~~ difQrtlnl 
1~"yua9<lJ: 

in~I:all tal'oOlous p!"ocessiog; ~r>d 

llllll'lllillg IIO~ 10 acces.s ~ wide r81\{1e 0/ othar i'lIO(m(l!ior. wIIlkI CC)nGlOOfing 
aoo ClIilfrA mvl' Y<>It! • 

. ~--.------



Advance v<;lling 

CUITlIrtlv in QuoonsJand, I1 you can't vote at your nearest po~ing booth 0Il1i1e day 
of a state election, Spocill.l arrangemen1.3 Call b<'! made for:oou 10 cast yOll!' vote, 
sllC/1 M hy advance \tOting in per!loo or postal \loti ng_ Th~ options are avaOlab~ 
in ooly soo," cir<''!JlIls!a~~~ • lor <ixampki, H you: will bII interstaty on poIlio!! da'{, 
have a dlsablUty. or can't voto oil that day t>ccauss 01 rsligiow 1Xl~{)fs. For furlhcr 
iI1fom1ation, 300 www.ecQ.gld.qov.al/. 

New ideas 

\< 

In Ih ... UK, po~tal VQ~ng i. a\fl\;!<lble to ~ nye[igibl .. \/Of er on request A re,.,;"" may 
~pply for postal V'Jling tor ~ part1cula! e:ectloo. lor a certain peJ10d 0( time or ror a~ 
fulur~ elE'clions. 

To facilitate \lotinQ. tho stale govornment could decla.re the da.y 01 a state elOOlion 
a public ftorday or ~chedule an election for ~ dayatn!lr I:tu!.n 1!. Saturday. 

In illtur!l, ij electronic vOli"9 were 10 00 inlrodocoKl, fox example, it n .... d oot te 
oewssary 10 hOlw ,m '.,[""ffon dai, wlh all vot~s ca5t on t~ SaJT1<i day. Voting 
co~ld \<lk~ pla<:y, for 9Xamp~, ovor an 'electlon week'. 

_ ._._--------

Close of rotls 

Currenfly, after a state eloc1im i~ c~tl er1, people h" "" between 5 and 7 days to 
' ''9 j"le. I" .ut~_ 

N9W i<.leas 

Prior 10 the 2OCI4 f/!d~rll.l election, the Sr-:ial Minl,!,,, of Stale, Eric. Ahetr 
proposed that 

Ihg Qloctoral ro~ be closed to new voters on tfta day 1ho aloctiOf\ writs wo~ld b€l 
issuoo (UGual!y the day the elecliO!l 13 IlMounCMIj; and 

peopJo. wishi"9 to ch • .nge th";r ~nrol rnenl de\a"~ be given i.h, .... d ~y~ 10 00 so_ 

n;~ prnpoMI did not !,,"oceed M it ",as not suppori~d by I~ non"gavernment 
palt~. 

'< -. \ ':'- .£k"f"----
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Fixed election day 

In Queenslano, tnere I~ no 1i/(0Il CloctiOn da~ lor stalG llkicliQl'a:, 

A fi}(ed election doy oould allOw improved oi~icE (lducalion CQU'~IIH, m(>C~'~IQ(;lio rl$ 
Md olher ,.lmtflo(J;e~ &neOlJrll.ging young people's engagement >'IiI'n el(lollons to IHl 
planned in adolance (ne ~ilner). "Cl{ example, a ti~ed fI"'ction day wolAd ll.Iow 
cMc3 ~wcalorG to plan an<! condrJCIl~~ ~'<>L..-s~s" par .. l~ with Iln eleCtion 
camprugn. 

~ D<)-)IOUIhllk.~ar.M:l;ediicit'Ji;n ... -.. ~,~#!lO"...wIT1iVll 
Ht -*"xiIt3id«·If~:ulf,xidr6tin~'- ... -'!:'_~:':~". ;: . -' I .. " 

III QueGflSlal\d. electiON tor a ll local govemm vm "o.Jhuriti~ iIIi/ ~.erally held 
every fOlJIJ'<Iars on the I~ &\VrOO.y in More" . 

"< --"t"'SC'-tJ _-:s..",,' ",\,---,'O",~"",,,,.,,,,O'-'YkI>'·---'-Q.,,--,,~~,,"_~"'-l_ 

New voting aymm 
In OUeenslllnd, lI.syslem 0 1 O!l1Ianal prelerenlial ...ol(]<;I 1S 11$&0. A f3m $11181 aboot 
'OPV' is alloliLlble from """",,""'.gIrt'l'V.IIY. 

N~videas 

" 

App~ndi~ [) mnll!ifl~ 1\ MV,!.ed ...... Isloo 0111 paper prepared for on or quiry, I-iMds 
on Parliament, by the Lega l arid ConstitLJtional CommitteR ollhl pIIl'Iio'. " 
PaMi<lm9nt. It prO'l~S Inlormll\~'" ~ buU( our wllng system Md W~)S it might he 
changed 10 pro\llc!, mor, C'.IWrlIlly In candid a\l;ls who fT~t1Il>w ,1e.;1WQ, 

As ill QlJI!enslMd. the YCling system in the UK m(lkcs {! very dlHWlfol 
candidates t,o;n minor parlies XI get e\l!o:::P.<1. In May 2OOS. ttlm~ 500,000 aehool 
sludools in t/w U1( wtliod In 11 rnco=l o<W<:oo.l le> calnod8 will the gtIWI' "' lI\ctitVIs. 
The studenll: voted tor Il'le aOlual candlOaWs. Thv r8\iull~ stlUWlllllhaI\hi 
sluden13 .-;ere anJacte<J 10 par\Je' Whic!I rnn canditUt&& an c.r.aln 1"1105; 'or 
A1G!Imp",," . stucll!lnl$ vwho le_ (IIL ..... 1DM\e tlOOUl thB enYIl Mmenl VOte(l 101 Ihc Green 
Pally. o..sj>ll\l la~irlQ 1.0 hiIV' .. $i"lgk> candidate f@"IfftNl lnth"oen ..... " l eleclions, 
the G!e(ln Party 8OCvr&(l66 0111 01 a possibh" 349 :MIll in llw mO(:~ tliCliQo. 

Prnpnrlion1!J '''1''11'1111'1111101\ voll'>il. whICh is used tor 5ertQIG elGe"ilon! In 1\L!lllraih9. 
proviM gri~t" oppon""~y for m""" part"'_~ to win ~PJlts , 

~'<'j<3 ... "!"' :::rJYI(X .. ",,,,= C.' .' 

_"'''< ._.:2 ... _ .. ::- .' \ 1"'-':>· __ 



Votill!l age 

In Australia, you must be 18 yoam old tQ VOIO. The mil'limlXll voting (100 in 01hcf 
countrieS ranges from 15 to 21. 

The minimum aOe:! sel by the law lor other activiliM .. re list",d in 81'pendlx B. 

Newidolas 

m April 2004, following 11. r:roject m th" "'!;le 01 81eclo<"ai majori1y, the Un~9d 
Kingdom Electoral Comm;S'lion r~c .. nmended Ihallh!! m;oirmrn ;age fOf aN revsls 
,,11101'''9 In pubJk; .. !9ctlons illhil UK rYmaln at 18 yaars lorthe tlmo boing. Tho 
UK EIGOtoral Commission advised. however, thnt il expected 10 unoonake a 
fuMer formal r!lView 01 the minimlXll votinllll.ge wilt1in .. further fNe to ~ellen 
yeaI~. ner.x>u,,,ge<.t .," lI'_,rom""II(l ",,,,,,if ... , ;,~iating >l Wid~f rev;"w "I the 
age of majority 

In 2000, a report on ohal1glng social and legal frameworkS forYO\.Ing Australians 
fOl.nd Iha!. dcspfto ~omo interoot in gattlng more invoNoo in ttlair oommunity atld 
in uovemment deci3ion-making proces~5, 'fOUng jloI!!ople ware quite relllCtant to 
claim the right and r".'p<>n.,ihilityol h~vinQ thE> vote )IOlO"I(jeI" thM ~lll.Q'" 18 Tr.. 
majority (74%) 01 YOl>ll9 peopls jl1vol'-"<d in Ih", re.ea.dl .aid ti1al UlCY we", not 
, .. ...Jy ur i,.w,ested in getting inV<l!vW in formal poIrtlcal prOC\lS$ros such i.S voting 
bQlorll th~y warll 18. Thalr parents agreed, with a majority (61".) sugges~lng tI1at 
YOUfIg people are not mallXC cool.llJh and not interooted tn lIotinq before thoy an~ 
18. and rna! )'Cung people lXIder 1 B have other pressures to cootroot and oontend 
wij) (see C~r"m. F~7Q"rald aNI Roch~) 

Cotrlpul$U'y ¥utirJg was Introduced in O\JIIron.Jand in 1914 and bY"9 
Commonwealth in 1924. Aosllarch by Mllnor (publls!lGd In Civic LitrHilcy: How 
Il1formed CItiZens Make Democraoy WOrk. lklivcreitv Prc~s of New Enolan<!, 
H(lnover, 20(2) inllicates that ltJe el100t 01 introducing compulsory votinO In 
Au~tralill was to bring about ~ 23% over~H iocre!lsp. in voling 

Ed",~tlcll in !lchaol. 
In Quer:nsland schools. there is no ~ubj()ct called ·civic~ edlJ(lation· or ·caizenship 
educatiorl'. Primary!llld ~condllry students learn about de~cy. il"lC!uding 
I'"riiamenl, O(")\lemment IInd electio~s. in" number 01 differ"",! subjocts. Studen~ 
alsQ ex,...,.ilincfo/ oomoC'<lcy <11 schoo~ ilX ",xamplll thl"oUQh el9Clioos for school 
ooUl"lclJ rwmbers al"Ktlor schoollcadcre. 

Educ"l1"" "1>..,,,( ,j",,,u'"'''''':Y 
Additional educational opponunitiGs relevant to democrooy Inc~de: 

.' 
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visits 10 the QU6'9l'l&IarJd Parliamllfl~ or Iu iI r..giu>1a1 ~l1i'1ij oIlr.;. Queen,!~nd 
Parliament anoG<liJCOliO!'lat llctlvi~cs proVided by Parloam\lnlary Ew::aioo 
S "rvice~; anrl 

electoral oouc:allon activ;lifl' rondUGted by thl! Austrilllan E~cral Oomm ission, 
SiJCtl El3 oohool vi$1\3. 

For teache,s 

§) H<>w~y<XI~sch&li "pprru;;h~$f>dho/jI{"ri~i1d prl!c!~ '~cY?' 
If.. ~'iOlIIdi>tuwnu. !N,&II'rPt~Pdradlo.)ng'!1",·;;i'iM~? '. I ';. 

t{B}1 !,dais 

In previn~ i"'luine!, tho! LeQIII Md t..:oo:llituliOl'l9i committee 11I1C11~ Legal and 
Constit,.,O<>Ill CormI~H' NI !h114%l and 50th Pllrtllmen13 r..Ye made 
'""",",~n"" Ll;dion$ 1IibooI.>! civic. educ.NOOo1 in ~~""~. S",illr 
(OCQ'Tlm!l!loallonc 1IaV9 bgen maw by many O~lt'l Australl ... bodif!$ in recent 
vc:.s. 1\ ~oI some Of It\e&e recomrnYfldilli1m5 I,. slOt out in ~ndiX C. 

The eo""IlIu1"",,1 Centre 01 We:rte1O AusIroia was cSlabhGI'IOd to ellCOUrago 
""",18 011111 "11" to tHIn " Mu! the W~1em ~trll~1ln ponl.~a1 $y$lCm lInd r.ow 
Iu ;a;~wIYI.lulio;ipali~ in <t. h otIOOi ~lays I)I'1 lhA Co .... ~Mion aod 13pecls <It 
cillzlli<l'llhip and potalc;,l htsrory. Thv E*1oral Erucalion Cernte is Ior.JlWi willlin 
tM san& oompil,):t. aM prO~lIvs 1I11~'ilctiw P 'og ''''''~ "'~wi"!I pow,*, to cll!i a 
vote , discover!!'lG o,;gino cl domc.:rnoy and vnderstand Mw tI\Q \Qlirlg ~y. "' rn 
wor<~ IMf! www,cGflOIce ViA QAyAlliIO(JexDlm), f'rogmme. prOGCnfll>l W'I ways 
whic~ eng"lll! )'<!Uno peO(JiI! , M~ ~ I"o CO ndl>CtM for 3choo1 3tUdents Y13iliM t~o 
C .. "In;t. Twcll'" r".OI.I~ klt$ compI"'Tlent each P'OIlr .... "' . RA~ource boXM on 
various topie' ar. IIval lilC!9 to ichoo l. in "'1110\" ",was. III al;!.:Jitlon. lh& 
Const~ ution:\1 Ccnuo has oeveloped an 'Out Rllach PrO~lm' whICh i'1V<lI~i it 
netlllOrk ol!oc.ttl people In rural IlI\Il (emote aroas 01 WO;:Slorn W..trall3; providllll 
PfO'J(M\!; I ... .\o1vde"", In thrI~ MM,,_ Sorn~ progr3ms 11'" s.peeItIO to \rdgollOt/S 
CI.W'WflunJti~, 

A CiVics 000 OIl:!cn~1p ~liCa6011 weoslll9 (wnich Jncorporatol~ a P,&yjuUII 
'o....::wemg O<!mccracy' w&bSlte) le wwtr cf(i£yn(jp!!iron;;hIP,cW.au. 

'Kid!; VatinQ USA.' A: 11 u .. l,o .. " l flI.>floprOm. fIOn-parlisar> o~ani!NiQ/'l ttI..t lo!M:I!l!e 
S!oclml~ aboUl c111z0l\8h1p, civic ,sspomiljlily. wmucr.II.-y . ,wj ~il 
par!ic~tiM. rCQ e~et WlI/! Cllts~(oom QClivmes. ~lIJocms lite ~0II1df(f wrth an 
cw-cl...,ity 10 CMI a 'l(IM V(ljir'l{1' balld 00 "Iflctbn cillY, fInd IM y VOUl on Ihe 
i ilmi candJd .. l(J\I »I,d ,,~~" al i<fub. In 2004, I 5 milPon S !ude rV~ ~ Jll'lfld ollllo 
vole for presiden~al. ~a l QM Blal~ cand idall;1 •. Arfnl\; wi!~, ~ KiU!; Voting USA 
program hllve showeO e VOlfl~ r~lC for rag isln/nd 18 )'Oar olds WI'1th 18 1"1% 
--,jghe, t~a~ 10' n"n ·~!"il:ipMino " '~...",. f:M """"" _k idsvotlnQYU Q!9' 

• 



aWdents with llIacHc& ballot~ which ha\/e ~nk.~ to cilmf d<lte biogr"phie.s ami oilier 
re.solfrCI!S. About 35,000 students pwli:; ip.d..u uuring 111".2004 I'f,,~ido.nlial 
l;Iledk>n$, 

'r~s N2 PoI~~' j~ ~ lIS,bas<"td W&Mite which oIier~ young people an 
CJRJOrtllllily 10 p.ulk:iva(~ in <Ji~CUS5ion forum,. on topics such as 1~911OO1lomy, 
forGlgn policy, general pollical iSsues, animalS and tl10 environment ProVision is 
mco made for young people to contribute 10 discu~>\iOr1S Il!'Ider the bann~r of '!ell 
wing ch<!f Md 'right wing comef'_ Sea www.teensn2poi tlcs.comlfort.lIl1:s.1_ 

" vDD§<l W' \WW~ O~~C.U 
~(\" .. ~ \/\ 0.. S~"'- "?I0"rf~' 

Politlc.1l parties 

The 2004 Ynung Au"baliall of the Year, Hugh Eva,-)s, has sl.OJ9Oi1Sled that young 
peoplll ,*,1 shut out u/ m","'~(r"am party politics, 

Thf! f<V111<!lr Queensland State Youth Advi5oryCOUllCil toW th~ c~~I~e that Ill .. 
issuss <tddre.~t!d by pu~tio,,( paruliS, particulally atllflletioll l1mll, ar~ dominatlld by 
thoS<;! flIIllvant to oId&r p&ople and our ag&lng popUlat;on. 

Now ideas 

Dr Ariadne Vrom9ll, a !9ctufllr at thlil Uniwrsity 01 Sydl19Y, researOhe!: young 
people and politics. She writes that, "The ono moo of !l<'vticipatioo that remains 
IowforyclIng peopl~. and ind~d lor most Au~traljans. j>\ memherMip of political 
p~rl"'s, Rather lOan labelling party rnembllrship dec~ as apathy, ON" oughllo 
~ee how \JI1app~iI~rl!I polillcaf partial! have bocome. And It Is up to par1l&s to 
InvoNe a now QCMlalion. This might not be by way ot formal memberstlp; 
inst€!l(j, P&rtiM might con .• uH young P!!{)pI~ no j~w,,~ r"I"v~nt In their lives' (SM 
Vmmoo) 

In tile US, a nationwide study of youth aMlIdes found IMf younc pe~le were 
(lctiva in their communities but not conoornerl ~h<lut politb A~ ~n "LJr.om" rJ 
th" t .tudy, "~t" "l"'9Y ~opt .. d Iv r ... connoocl youth Iv J..".'",;{;lCy i. (1, .. 1, oJur ' '>/ 
... leclioo campaigns, thg mgdla offer V0lJ1h-moderaffid ean<1dat9 debates (see 
National f\nsooi<lt;on 01 Secretaries of Stale), 
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Pclitici"'"5 
Ma,,~ fBS~"rL-h "icdill& in Australia and intfo'malionally r~w;!I that you'1,ll"'ople are 
c,."ical about the DGhavlQIJr of pOliticians. 

GI How (;an _ palilkiWli tf1ermiill'fls. -TwstOi~ th.. '.f .. ifhof Y{)(.'f1g peopl.. in 
l!' <iclrioc~cy7' -

NcwiOOas 

" 

Dr Ariadtl~ Vromen SiI;YS that po,lio;;ialls 01111 coo.id~r young peap'e wh~n th~y 
pflil!iant a prol>l~m; \hilt )'01.119 p~11I tilfld to boI tall\\>d about ",tMf ~l"'" tal~",d 

with; and tnat young poopla's perspoollVes arG rlIlGly includ91l In putllic debate, • 
Or Vromcn slJgQ051n \h1ll what in noeecd is direct cvidcnoo of yoooq poople's 
experienoea Md arguments DaMd on such ~vide~e (~ee Vromen). 

In tha UnitKl States, Canada aoo the United Kingc'«l1. ,"'here vert"":; "n'! 
comPUI,OfY, it 11a5 Ileen shown that contact with rx"itical l'"rt'0<5 alld c~n~idates i~ 
~n important .. I .. m,mi 01 'Q9t-ou1-too-vrn," scraI9<:jias. Followlrlll thlo 2001 British 
Q&fl&ral electIOn. the UK Electoral CQmmi~soo identified a lack Of C(iflV;9.sslng by 
pOI~;Ola~s ~3 a I[f\ely reason lor dlssatisfaotion (and low turnout) <lm\lr'IQ /imt-timc 
voter.!. 

Being ileard 

While yCl.XlII people may be turned oft polrt!cs as il currenfly operates. many 
31LJO' ... , aM "IJrve:f:' h~'1p. murld tMI young reopi6 ~re vP"Y intf!M .• tp.d in politic,al 
issuiN impurtanllu lI1¥rn. Thli cb .. lO!nye lor yove".n,.,,\s is to Ii"g ~g .. v,ith young 
ptloplQ, and the lire! tT1l1"t.g t!lat youl19 paople say Is that thay want to t19 t];I~rd, 

Wo I-fav~ you usod any of (/la qWlifTlmem o(Jp(Jrtlinft/r:w to VOfC9 r'OO' OpTljl>n~' 
1:-' ooou/ fr.;f;UQIl? HOW otfOCI:iYC wrrs /1.1 

, 
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In W~ .. rn A~t .... liI, the CMcs ar'ld Cftizensh1:l Unit i'l1hc DsPQnment Gf Premier 
and Cabinet aims 1(.1 crt1<lf100 democracy:n th~! ~tat/! througn r,ivir:. edt.o::lI!ioo 
and the pmmotion nf ~n I'tCl"'t citl!tmy. The goal is aC<XM1~n~y wI,Vt'Il all 
W'.!Item AuslfaWani are ~.1u.KJ as citlums, wlltirll they play a GlgnnlC4l1! roictn 
s911:ily policy priorl1/OO and where lNly help shape tha nature 01 tneir society (SM: 
~.q!tl?gru;aoog.wa 991 QYD. 

Dr Aria<hl! Vrom/!n 8lI99H11 mi.~ ·"WI,y P"UPkt h~vlI i. bread range 04 
~IC, su..-. and po:ltcal8J(p8/1clnCoo' ana 1t131 'WC noctllO ·Ofeala JlC!tN1Ie 
klrms of goYDmance IhQtlCCO!;lnlso W\d build upOn ditlefent _ys 01 mllking 
COC'Irllur./lkl:;. Those" powet need la ~ 10 Y"1Jf1!I flI!OIlle Il10l'8, andyoong 
peoplE="3 <IiYf!rM """""" 1\1"II"l .. ~1I'!ri1l!llMS need IQ be .. tUJla(voJ In \he mlll6a· (sw 
V'anM) 

N ..... ido-as 

In :.>003. VIe Commb3ion tor Oiildrlltl and Vounq Peop19 «tU invhoJ l\) p.il ti::ip>lll< 
fl ll commitl!!-l! , ,,... It./! Mv/!fot">"n..,. 0I,..~ and rl«:fVaUoo laci lky lot young 
~ (If) Pll1m Island in North QW"m,bnd. Th~ Corrmlll&1cn undi)rtn&d the 
impor1allOe oIlhot ~ .. n,.tI.lw IISklng 'fO\If19 people '¥I'Ml tllllyW.,nleX!. Tile mue 
to< lho;o Commlii&1On wu 00180 mlJCn -now (j() we invoNlJ cIIiIrktln In Ih,. /XIIIdill(} 
of Ihls facffily""but r.,II1Cf "/lOW '*' we CM IhfJ t~ility the childr/!lll \'I'Mr~' 

In 200~. in P~rrll.mll.tta in Sya,ey. a Yooth Jury l'f'.!il;ll1tlid Y\Nng jJQOple wjlM 
prllct~1 oppollun~;'i 10 IooIlrJ1 "r1(l' diSCUlill lI19 dl'ieree iI'Itero~ts and conoom: of a 
widto v"ri~ly of)'Q1-I1S POOP!; across the P(lfrnm.:ltta regKln. Partlc""an~ !tamed 
aboul !eamwork,1I0901iQtIon GkrI3 end tne po~ of gm''''"mer1t. TN8 ~ 
thorn to lam rllllbtic MCQrMl6I\da1:.nr... In wpporI the 1I......:is of !hi COI9d.iw 
yc.uIh tJI P"J!M1aftll. 

The am d Itv. y"",,", Ju.y "'.1\$ I\) ass<.t ....,.. bridgioy ,,,,,W inI"" • .-Jce and 
"'*.Iral d iveI$ity <mOflSl jO.IUI'!lIIOI'>P~ 01 Panamatta. 

Tno. ~mendiltions 04 ~t~ Youth ......" _8 airOOd atl(QV gowmIMnI ana 
community ot!liUl!&&llOr1& 01 Pallam3ua. 

---..... _-_ .. _-_ ...... _---_. -.. --- .. _-_.-
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Taking ootion 
Young people want to be lIC1ivelV invOlved 111 democracy, Voting at cloclians is only 
on ~ way at being mvoNl!d in a democratic S()(:iP.ty. 

1i\:~haf tlie 'foI/~ii9:i!divitffl.!; 'ha~' YQUf.aiT~,'OU~ ql,wouJd yotiliklJ fO mirY 

Activity tl.ve dofte 'IIO>J1d like la 
(,I "r.) do [~orxl 

VO<UOleamg U '" In\liat"~ ur f"'.,licipal.',~., a 10::<01 I"'<,h I'tl}j;ocl Cl '" 
''''fi'''in ~ Of oi...,.....,.. " petitioo ~ ",.,.< 
Altondlng a ,ally or protes! 0 g\ 

Ta~if19 P"~ irl a ~trlkl! ~ 6Y 
BGinQ a momber of a political pafl\' Cl '" ~ing ~ ~ 0/ • !r>tde ,........, Cl '" . 

0 '" Being <l mOmber 0/ "studonll.lliOn 

Beir,'J " menu...- 01 a 1>01 ><;)0""">1"",1 
organi~ation which lobbies gowmmllr\1 (O,g. 

Wtl:l.,ness 9"""1)1. AnIIIesIy If'It!mafunal. 

,~ CJ 

('.,""""~~) 

ConlaCl",~ ~ politician or iCC31 QO"Qmm" I'\t U hl 
coun" olor 

P~rI~li"y;" >l Youth P~rli"'","ll rl A 
!:lOin!; in~olved in Q Yo ..th Council 0 t3l 
EklOo\; in\lO!V~ in iOn ofgal'li.aUoo whict1 .fik~ 10 '=1 '''' rl)J)r~CO"11M VlCW$ 0/)'0'-""1 peopic (o.Q. YOW"IQ 
Au.trmian F1ur~ NEtwork) 

V() LI1 Y ~wpl" ~ay that to bQ 9I1gaged in democracy 1h"Y n~ed Uli"",s suel1 as: 

information: 

oworttrnities to actively Bfl'.JI>ge"" democr/lC)'; 

an idea about WMl can be ach~\I6d mal!stically; 

~PIlC~S in which 10 me"t aM di~ll3s; and 

"cce~~ 10 th~ inlernet, p!lolo(;opi.,..,;, .. le. 

~ew ideas 

3'isJ.od"~ C i1~ Co....,cil h'ls de~ .. loilOj(j 'Vi s'l.>t~ Ink', a wet>~ile ",hidl allows your>g 
PIlOll" 10 na~e a say In Ihe CoLlrloirs prO\jrams. TM website conlains Information 
~b()UI how young people can hav~ IMir say, everll~ lar young people. ~nks to 

• 



.<1", .. r," ~ .• ................................... ' ..... , ...... , ........... ~ 
resources and a forum throu;;h which )'Ol.t1g peoplo can express meir qliniQlls. 
ThI! Counc~ ha", a~o pmviOOrl you"g ~te .... ~h a .... a.~ ilf'Ol.od Br;"bIIM where 
they ca" come together 10 meet and organi,,;, ~clivitje~ and projects of r1terw to 
till/m, ThoslI aroas are :t(X;E!sslble to YOlJl1g people anD ""Gff rmlourcad (sw 
Wl'rw,vj;;ible-jn~ ,orgIl. 

The Victorian Gov~mm~nt ~,od"",oo a hamll.>ool< for yOLl'lg ~~ O~ how they 
<;an crliat!l changs In their cammuntty. The I1andboo~ provICes sugg(liltlons on 
how young poople can get active on a project they feel passionate (loom and how 
lIley can impll'menl that pmjec1 (5 .... W."",M,Ih .• L 'lli-"\l'lK • .rtYP$!>ool<3.r4t 

Th" Fw,ldllUOIl for Youny AWitr~Jans is a non-profitorganisatfon ~~lOO 10 
dQveloplng Innovatlvelnltiatiws that support and empowor young people aged 12 
to 25. The Foundation prO'o'ides seed-!un<ling 10f ideM. proaoti .. ety seeK3 00-
fu nding ta ~1.ppar! inlia~ve" and h"lp~ the r""ipient~ strtJCtur" th/!!fTI.~,,1w.s In 
~,...ur8 tong_I_m ~u.tainabi~ly. Eacl, Y""', 111 .. Foundation "'-9 .... ... f>CrlIoIio 01 
YUlnts lolatin9" about $6 million. Al Iilasl 25% of toLaI yranI fYndin~ is dl/dicatet.llo 
initiatives sp&C/floaWdmligned to oooom YOUOq Indigcoous Aystral1ans {sea 
WfflI. 'IQ un aaustralians .orgl. 

Tho"> Youth Electoral Study (YES) 1<)l.IIld that par""I~ ar", '",gard8d by yo~n9 
l"'opIe as Ih .. most inlportant wurciI 01 information about voting. TBI\I"'~;on and 
newspapers are the next most Important. howeVer you1"Ij.l people view tMse lattGr 
sources with some sCGpticism. 

\t. ,;;;';0, ~'~~~'3-",S&,,"CR',-~_'Oi_.J:c~~t\_&"-._.,--
--------.-------

~W/lg role CM non·govemmoot raunoolfOns,Or C<m1IrnHI1ly organisations play 
IC! In ({StMg young peopleBctlVe Md tn-rolvsdWlth democr~t:y? 

New ide"' 
The fl spi"e FoLJ!ldalloo (see wwN.;nspire.Q!Q.au) i~ ~ natiO/1~1 non·prolit 
/{ll....,jat icrJ which aim~ to create opportl.'nitioas lor yO~lg A.ustralians, j:C"incipaMy 
agood belwewn 16 .. nd 25, to h .. lp l/lilrm;glvils .. nd oIhl1rs. The FOlKldation 
ackn()WIedges that )'(lung people want to make a pos~ive dillaronoc in their own 
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iv .. s and in lI",i, ~"'''ml.lf.~i<i>i. y""ng P"OP"' ~m actively inwlv~d illlh~ 
developmG!1t and debery of all the Foulldatioo's k1~iatives, One in~i~tivQ, 
'AotNo.,,', is 11 weD·We<! sel'\lic'! that will provide young poople Will1 iltormauon 
Md ~lIpport 00 how f1ey CM become involved in i~suas I)( r.alJ~p._~ in Ih",ir 
curmn'-'1ity that th<ly <tr .. passiunate aboul. 

'IibeW ire Youth Services i~ a volunleer-blIse<I. no!l-pro1il YOIJ!~ media QI1d training 
organi_.~lion which rro~~ yrn.mg fW'0ple a~d between 16 MId ~O "'rlh an onli~ 
foam through which tht'y can i\Cce~s information an a range of topic". part<:: ;pat ... 
in discussiOl1~ with olJwr YO I.l'lQ poopl!l and b\lcomQ mvolwd in thli! e>rll,.nY" uI 
lrl/orm~Uoo with other young pOoplc (sce WWlv.vibawire,nct). Reoemnt,at',0'9s 
i'1Olude 'eJecl>ooTr!l~er' (3& wy.w,e!ei:ljonirncker.neVet/1 which sel'lt YO Ll1 g 
people nLlI on It\€i ClImp1lion trail M leport~rs in thl! ~OO4 F!!df>ral pJru:lir",_ TheM 
I'I!po~ were LAilised by six radio stalfons, SBS a~d ABC news_ 

Tnll US Ad COunCil IS a non-prom orQan lSatl()f1 W\11<:~ prO(!uc9s. orst'lCUlIIS ana 
promotes pubHc aElrviw campalllM on a range of issuc~. A recent campn.iQn. 
'Hgh! M~nequini,m1'. focuMed on Improlling youtl1 civic Moacem&nt and valer 
p .. rt"'.iplllion. It involved t~lev~ion and '00;:' MS ~imed at gprtting )'OIIIlO re",,*, 
in\Kllved in i.s,""" lI~y cal" .. bo ...... vulunt~~ing and \Kltiog (sw 
'f'fWW. Ijghtm iU1 neguinl Wl.O rQ). 

'Rock too Voto' is a noo-pr.otit orQanisation which n.ills to engaQc ~ou~ poOPIo in 
the pOlibCal pro~e~s in the Un~ed <Jwtes and draw attention 10 ta3Ues 01 ooncern 
to your.g people. ~ c<X>i"'din ~!e~ voter regL~!r"tbn drive:-; ,,00 "ooGi'!lio~ efj~ to 
Wlstlr~ YC>UCO} people exerc;,;e their right to vots. Youth cultl.-e i, h"'OO'Md in Ir.-. 
",,,,,,ut ... , of its ~ampaigr1s. many 01 which featuTe high p'otil~ ce!\lbrif ss j"duding 
musicians. actors, athlatet aOO ()Omediaf1S. In the 200~ 9lectiorlS. 1.2 ml~lon 
people tOOl<. advantage of too organisation's on ~n~ VIltor re<;li~tmliOll lacWty, and a 
further ~OO,OOO regIStered as epart of the HoOk the Vole !Jus lour acres, the 
coon!ry (~M vrww. ,ockth&yot".wml 

------------ --
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':;l.<ukL~\f\.t.', for m~kotKg >! 5.(.d'jY',u,,:;lw. 

Them is no setlonn lor a sUbmi!;sion to the committee. Sub/nissiOlls may be made uslnQ 
the i-lquiry response form or to thl! form et a letter, a ~utlstantial paper ()I" It short 
c'J{;u:nenf III1d they may include appendic",~. SLbmissions may contain facts, opinions, 
(l/gumenll; "lid recommsnd<ltions for action. Tlw most usafulsubmlssiooil ilI9 IQ \h .. 
point. 

The commrtloo would preler wrlttCl1 submissions, butw~1 also accept submissions on 
audio tape, For written submissions. typed or prlnted text: is preferable, though legible 
haoo-writlen subm;,;sion~ af/! aoc"fl1ahLot. NLJmbered P"oa" and, Im ~LJbmiMion" in 
exceM of 20 pag"'", a briel slfnlllJ.ty and a table cl contents is also 1 .... lplu!. 

AI: slJbmi"5ions mwst includl! the "lime and contact details 0/ the pe/Soo mak.<lg thf! 
"L.hmission. Tho"" '""-"ins" ~uLorni~~i"fI on whalf of an ory'mi~afi.:Jn ~houkJ indicate ,,1 
what 191'.11 the Ilubmlssioo has bven authOlisoo (lIg Sub.commltt98, prllsld9rn, dlalr, lite,). 

PL.lblic <.tile"", may m;di;s submisilion$ a.s privilt .. imfLviduals. HOWWI;Ir, ~ ,..t~ is 
made in a submission 10 iIlelr official posrtlon, It should also be made clearltiallhe 
~ubmission is made in a privale cepa<;ity. Stbmisoiornltrom Q<lvemment departments 
ahCliCi be ~uthoriaed in accordanc.!! with nom1l1.l do!partmMtll.1 pr~lJI"lI.. 

Conlenlllnd rll.l ..... ance 

A :I~bmMion m"y ccvp.r .'\om ~ Of aU of th .. iML.lP.S f~~e(i in thr!l "'~po!1.'\" farm It W<luid be 
h/!Iptul l slIbm,'ssions clea'ly stated who:h issues a'8 being addressed. 

ThB conmill"f!'s ~l",,1 procedo. .. ~ is to p .. ·,ik:ly relMse aod table s LJbmi~sion' in Ii1<o! 
Legislatiw Assembly. Not a. subn li~SOoIlS will nlOC8ssa,iiy be publis/>ed iond/<JI tabled. The 
commitl"", re .... rves th9 right to not pLJbI~h or table confid .. lltial slJbmissicfls, or 
submiss\orls which are Irrelevant, col"llal1l scurr~ous or defamatOlY male~al, or al"9 
otherwise nat Suitable lor puJ:>ljsnin~. Tho cOOlminoo wi. i/lforrn you ff t decidoo not \0 
aocept, 0' oot to 1I.111harille the publication 0/, your submission. 

[;onfldenlilllily 

The co!nmitt_ attempts to (".ood L.Ct i!.~ inqui'ies in the most open w~y pns.'Iibill.. l-ioweW!" 
if yc.J W",ve that your sWmission (or pari 0/ iI) ihould not b~ made public, c:r~arly ""rita 
'con/iUeoti"" on lIilch pag9 and, In a b~!)f cO\IQlinQ Ioltt .. r, IIxplain why \'QUf sutm1ission 
should be Ireated confidentially. The committoo wdllhen consider your request for 
conlidenhaity. 

Unll.uthorl5ll.([ RlI.lease 

Once !he corrm>ttw rec.,i~es a $ubtniS'lion, il becOl""l1\ls corrmin"e property and ~houId 
not bLi p"bii,ood w~lloul In .. commtttllL;L's authori,.aHon. Publication of a submll;siof1 
with out the oommittcc'3 3uthOlisntion mcanG that that PUblication is 001 protocted by 
parUamenlary priv~f!ile and m~y amount to a oont~mpl 01 r'ar~lI.ment. 

All submissions should bll. sent to 

;}he R,.sea.,ch D~octo' 

, COIlstilu[i<>mil anu Adr'~ni"lr ~Ijv" Rav",w COL1lm~tij" 

, Gemgli Slr~ .. 1 

OLO 4000 



Submi",sJonli close! en W.dnasday, 30 Novomb.r 2005 

EXlensloos to tne closinQ date may be given. I1 you l\Ced mow Ti"ne to ma~~ a 
SUbmi.'!3ion, or if you r1lquir~ Il!rth~r nlormation, coomcl the committee'~ MCfetMiat an: 

TelephOOO: (07) 3406 7307 
F~x: (07) 5406 7070 
E", .. lllc'!Jv @ lTdrli~menLql>l.99V.l!Y 

GOpie! of thrs paper and 1111 atMer pub~cationB by the Legal and ConslitutlOool Conmllttoo 
8", ;wailahle on thl! intlll"nl!t vi~ Th<> committee's horr>O! fl"!]' ~t· 
www.parli.ament.gld.gov.aujcommitte">lleg~lrClv .hlm 

Agij (optional): ••... .\ ':J .. 
Address: .,:,:h: .. \3 ... .lf.!:J~" ;~:~~~'\:::,.I,,~(\:T.\I?'~.Sh1~ Co \t.3iC. 
Conta,~t le,Q. phone number): 

Ema,: 




