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A PARLIAM~NTARY COMMITTE:E INQUIRY INTO YOUNG PEOPLE! 
ENGAGING IN DEMOCRACY IN QUEENSLAND 



Th<! aim of this inquiry" Is to makil practical rewmm9ndaliuPls :u 
ifICn.QS .. 11 ..... ,I"'flst and participation of yo .... ,g poiOpIw ~'l d&mccracy in 

Queem.and. 

The committee wants to hear 'rom young people, in par.ioLllar, about: 

til ""hat is nOi",tilfd '" QUOO1~land; 

(f.> whal win work: 

@; what won't; aild 

~ wh~! wu want to do or experi~nc~. 

We would 8130 ~ke to hear from lilt p eopl~ in Queen:llend whO MYe an 
interest III YOUllg peopl~, or ill )'<lung people engaging in democrooy. 

To Iwlp)"-'u tu (il.,k ~!;)Qut, dis~u~s "flU ro;sp<lPld to matt .. ,s r~"\lant to 

In,.. irtqo.,ly, we have set out below wm",: 

:11 iSSlJ()s: and 



Educ.uon/lntOlTllatkln 

M is the job Of the Electoral Gorm1is:sioo Oueensilloo (EGO) 10 ensUlO!> that peopl!\ 
enrol end vote at O!llection._ T" co thi$, th" EGO uses edJcation and aware",,~~ 
prDglMls ("-9- postcards, posteri;md ~cllooj vi,it!O), 

~ ~~@Jt,ti?£m.'i>h~ ;1:i'iiflfmiijifi>Ia'j#it)rl$,iiii~"'-e:~:;\J 
l.!l ~ail:w1;_:~:I'Mi':l;lii<;--;; tif~,~:,: .. -,-~_;,·!t":";i; __ :i-::;T~_j:;/:';-,::~':·;,-;r---;:;';;: 

No",,. idiIil',i 

In =. I::k,dion. c.."ada partn ...... d with C~ in the CI...,",oom to OOIl<lIop " 
new voter education program for ~luOOnts, incttK!ing .. oont9St d1 .. 1Im!l~!I ~ 
ageod 1 e w 1 a to <:r" .. :~ 3O-wcond pubJlc ~QrvIoo announcem9/l!s on Video lomng 
lt1<iir povrlll'Aly the demoora~o prO<Xlss find voting ara impOl'lant. 

The Un~ed KinlJdOm Electoral Commi!>"<>n'$ 'Do Politics' aims \0 get young 
peop!i! involve<i in d!!l11ocracy. It may be aco,,"ssid at: www.dopo~tici.couk_ '0.;, 
PD~t;:'$' conducts workshops «nU .. Vim!", and providijS r<;lSOUrC6S and inlining 
acros"lhe UK for I'OOf1g prooPle, 

In !\ustralla, the Youth Electoral Study (YI::SJ loond that 3am~ incenliveswoulo 
Mlmet a first vote. Young peOj)le said 11 "la:< b,~ak orthe u"e cl promal"",,,1 rock 
cor.c",rts would he the- most ",fleeti"" ;,centives, but \lw,,,, was also som. support 
Ior Ih~ notion that ;....,.."tiv~,. sho<id!lol 00 needed as voting is 11 fe5por1,ihiity 
\hid corne,. with c~izenship, 

~. -f";JrCfji'O,J If 11'/ .rei i(}()lirU fJI' 17:r (1/1dPtd. 
--------- -----------

VoIer '!gistration 

In Austral;". e~ch pe,-soo must ccmplele an 'mromlt'!l1 form to ".gisWr 10 y()1~. 

~ ,. CQU(d' f!!iI, E('A'J"",l(tJ, if tfMie'I:' for Y0J.1.7!J._~p/,idO"~f;r)'-' alf'/ f)ecoIoo 
III ~ij{#i:Howte1" '.,' , . 

Naw id .. as 

In some counlrif!~, registraijoo i!; done by th" government ,0 that P'K'pia ar" 
aukmatically regisl~oo wl""n UJeY rea~h vo~ng OlgQ. An IntBmlltiDnal relJO~ by 
Ihe k",litut9 for DQmocraay and ElootOlal Assistance. Yout~ Vowr P{JrliGi{JQliOn. 
suggests auWrnatic regi3lration by Ihe gO\ll\,nment re!he, than it tl<'!ing a duty ot 
Men P"~on kl ""to! 

Other countri<;ls gnabla poople tD regfster at ~ po.inO station 011 election day. [)f 

on-Ill'le. 

in C~nada, EIO'Ct ions Canada ~ntiljl!' >""ppia who h~w tUfIlijd 18 throu!fl 
jnfuml<di,.>n prQviood by, tor Gx~mple, the tax Office and motor vohic~c registers. 
The Chief Electoral Q1ticcr \\files ID these people to ~sk Ih<!m to contim1that ihey 
are eligIble IQ vote ~nd ,..on" .. nt ~o being 'ndt.ded n th~ natiooar (egistsr. 

\ 
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~ _J~I!LPf()/.)I/) JIIIJ({.J.1Q / P OtJI(}/j't(lI!i'.l!. I!I~'fL-_ 
/q;i!/lhfCl a/If.!:' Ii lP!! ~r!/J( I "J2iJ~.g.£. 

PUling s lalions 

In 0\IR<t0s1antl, ",,1.'1/ ~t..liutli iPe ~IIAy loe.ned in """oob Of hells &I11'18r, OPe" 
balWOOll 8am ana 15pm. 

sa iJ<!w wuId- /IIU &CQ tnt*II. ~ Ip.. yo.jjJri'~:0 ~ tII~J, ",,*,,7 

tL(o)!.Id~.S 

In rt'C M t C8~~~ ~"rJnM, t::: l ection~ Canada i"traduced mo ra pOl I ~ I" ioca lion i 
to w'l o:h )IOlln9 poopIe h a~e lM~y IIcC"~~. such as " ellr student rOS,dc!lcca and 
urJivII's ity n~l~h bo'.lI hoOO,. 

• 
In CannM. polling ~lnllo nt 3'0 opon for 12 hDIU. 

•• Gommis~on IlI'IO th e \JlcIotlan $ktcto,,,1 
al 0lec(icrt3 In tr.o USA, UK 

d"'elent 

.­
"""" '" in , 'XlletS ,, " 

'" 
r, ,coont fCI>Oi1 ot IhQ VlolorlOO S,,'~~ ny uI Ad ., """ ~"i"";ationl Com'"T'lil1 ..... 
'{i%oon EleClro1llc OCmoclllCy. OOl1sl(!a ,oo allilC/ron jr: voting. 11 rllt;<>InmrmdiW 
11 31 Vido/ia n eleclions Mou ld not bll COIlOUctod rom otely vl1 lnlorma:lon ano 
COO1 m u n ication~ lecMo IOQi e.~ in the rt&~ r JiJlure. tlllt iden t~ i ed IMe IO lowi'lQ key 
advant;og"" of ' ''' 'lOt, \lQli lg $ystem,, -

~aiy ~s 101 l1av~lers and d"abl<!d ~!I<lp\e: 

","0""'9 NI ""MI\C, 'Ot fl lMf teclvlal0gie3 SUCo'1 a~ $1)/601' ro3d ~ rs. Bralie 
CD'~uI~'s, mao"uiri,;($ Of alf/fnative m.1a en"y " y.olM1s; 

a1101AAfl9 \Q( th easy and che119 (b1,l:nlinn cj hallot p.eper$ It! ootereOl 
languagw; 

'n.l iinl<lfl1lOU1 Pf()l;VISi"JY; irld 

a1k.lOling YU\lI'~ If) iI'.."Ofrti a wir.le range 01 CJIt, ... irWnrrn~'ion wI'!,!e ~ONldenn" 
and w Slil"lg tl\e~ \101&, 

• 



AdvlInQO voting 

Curren<ty ~ ~nrl, ~)"}U CM' vote at 'JOII1>O/i!r0i'S1 iX'I~ng boQlh on 1>" ca-, 
01 II side eIeC1bl, Sf*:iaJ a"~m.,,, ~n bel ma!l&1oi" you 10casl YOUI' vote, 
such a$ by aQviifll:8 \ODlIrIg In penon at po:iUil \~. Tll9se 0Il1C1\S lITe IIYIiIab!e 
In only somo c!fQJlt\,,"18I'lCeS - tor 1IX4I'I1pIft, i yn .. :"';' be ~""rstate "" p::Ilingday, 
MW II disabiity. or c.a<1't voI!8 o n ~1 day bl!caus¥ u1 m\iou!l \JijI:'y(~ . For Iw1he< 
intoonallon, _ .......... !l(.:g.gkj.QOV,a1!. 

Ncwklatc! 

In Ihoi> 1;1<, p<l5la1vutilSl ~ <lYalIaOle to any eligible \Qcl on rCOJcst. A pcr-..on m:JY 
apply 10 ' poaIal .... 1ng /or .. 1JIItl/CUI« eleCtIOn. lor 11 0WI1I0'l penod o l llme or /or ... 
Mveolool~. 

To tM.iIUM vnti/1g.1I1e stale govemrn.ml CU<Jkl d<i<.:1a", Ihe rjay ot a !<law ~ 
!I putJIic r.;,Jiday or sd,1IdJ1e 1,11 trlilCllo~ 101 a day olhar than a S2lurrjay. 

In future, IT eloclroniC volln", wero 10 be intlOduced. tOI example. It need nol be 
n_S,Qry 10 hD.~e an 'elecltOn day', wdh.!lll votes ca~1 or1l~ol ~"""e dAy. V<ltir>;j 
CQU..'d lakll piOO!l. tor ex,,",pI~. tNfll <VI '1!I1$:;;tion week' 

~ 

Close of l olls 
CUIfIl?llUy, al\9I" a 51411111111~~ le CalG(!, PIlogio have between 5 ana 7 days k) 

,g~Of \0 VC1C. 

N9WltIO~ 

~ 

Prior 10 the 2004 feWrillllll\lCtioo, tht Spooial Minlsler of SlalD. Er1c Abet! 
pn;!~lIIa tha!:: 

the elfletolaj roll bP. d()~d 10 MW vo\oars on lhe day Ih" ~'::Iion ... its woold bII 
P5l1'-"'<1 (tI!",liy the day 11", .. krctior, illlI'ln()~; and 

~ wisrllng IOCl\JIIgc 1Nl .. ontOimenl oetails be ~n Ihlft daY' 10 do :10. 

nllll pr~ dIa not prooocd as k WilS not SIJIlooned by the non-govemment -. 
_ ... . _ .---_.. . ........ - --- - - ._ ......... -_ .. - ---

~. J ••• 
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I f"ixed eleclioll cllIY 

In Q~wJl~lanu, II\/re is no fi>:iId ,,'e.:::tiun day fur st«tll .. ~ctio"s 

A lim<l ..... \,.iion d~1 cook! ~llow ir"prov~d ci~i\"", educatioo COLVS\/S, rnc:.;!<·elections 
and other stralegl&s SnGouraglng young poopls's engagement w~h 91r;;ctionl; tu be 
plaMed in advance (see Milner), For example, a li~ed election day wou d ol ow 
civics edJca1or,~ 10 plM ~rod coocllJCI t~" ;.ourM~ in p~r~lel with all election 
Ci.~llli.ign . 

j~~~i~:::=dmr:r~r::;:;';If).'IIJi..tJ~~r;~~~rjpAmlmtif11 

In Queensland, ~Iect ., n~ Ior allocal governme,,' alllhomies a ..... g~oorally Mid 
.. wry four y~"'~ on 1hc b~1 $aturd",y;n March, 

\< 

IIIIIW voting lI~roI\!m 

In Ouillln~land, a ~yslilm 01 optional pref\lrilntlal voting is ""lid. A fact "h~\/t about 
'OPV' rS availaDle trom: \W{I/{.ooD.ald,goV,llV, 

Do, you thinJ; Jlow'Ig ~'I~JdtiJl mor~ /ik~ to: yote1IftJ~,vwng "r~wm 
was,amnged'So tha! candjdateS -Minmg oncal1 .. lno;s$OOS ',orpaf1/tlu/arttter#( 
to yovn", poop)e ,~-rIl9re' IJkefl: id. WI-eIO"Jcd alid~fl<Il-Q :'/1 ,Voiao-_/n 
pjfI'fillJ1T8nf? ' "- -,; - ',' " ' , 

New i","~~ 

" 

Appendix D cOlllaills a revised v(lfslorl of a paper prepamd for an inquiry, Himd~ 
011 Parliament, by t~c Legal ano Constitutional Commitlcc of tho prel'iOUS 
Parliament. 11 pravide~ irlIcrm~ioo ~bout our voting syst8rT1 a~d ways il might be 
ch~r.goo to pro.iOO more diversity in c~lldidate~ who might h~ elt!cted. 

As In Queoo;land, the voting svstllm In the UK maKIIs It v~ry ditlicvltfor 
O(lf1(iloates tram minor pnrtioo to get eJected. In May 20(l5, soma 500,000 sohOol 
stcanl~ in the lJI{ vot~d in a mock eI~ction to coincide with th~ g~ner~) ~Iecti<>ns. 
Th~ stLJderlls voted for f1e actual candidate~_ The ,e~ults sMowed that the 
~tude~t.s wem aUraded.1o partif>s whidl rart c3ndid .. te~ on c~rt"in isjulis; fur 
example, stuoents who felt passionate about the envlronmem voted for the Greoo 
Perty. Q~3pite tauilg to have 8. ~ing[e CMdidate relurned in the general elections, 
the Green Party s!lCured 45 oot 01 a pos5ible ~g 5eal~ in the mock eI!IC:inn_ 

PlopOltional repres911tal~n voHng, which is usGd /or $lIna!a glac!lon~ on Australia, 
pro~kJe~ greater opportun~y for minor parties to win sea~. 
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Volin ~ age 

In AuslT1il1a. )'OU must 00 18 yeQl'$ ok! \0 ~tG. rhe minimum I'Oting ~OS iI otMr 
eoun1lfe31Mges l rom 15 \0 21. 

The mjnimum ages set bylnelaw fOI Mlvt r NOIiviliss /II"e listed in ~ ppe n do< 9 , 

"",,"d,..,_ .. ,,,,_,,",''''''''''''''''''- ''''''''''''''"'','' 1!1~~M" 0' :~'sitOOid,Wriii~~~(~~'~!:;:' ; 
NI!!! ide-.. ~ 

In Apnl 2004. Idlowitla ~ proj«1 on 11)& age 01 eIooctor.i l mlljoo11. tlw UrWi<J 
I("~~ EIe<::I£waj C»orrni$sion nM;OmnMlllo!d ..... lIlY mIJlimum~' f(If aI:.wes 
ohoo\iog ill putllc ~lK1loftt in IfIQ UK romaIn al 18 ye31'S tor the . 1110 behg. Tile 
UK Eloctoral COm:nis:;lon o~te(l. hOlW'o'eI. that it ~ to un~e a 
fuIIhcr IOn'lIaI rev.ew tit me I1\Inmum VI')OOg fl9B...:thin .. further /Ne to _ 
~_ I1 encoufa(j ..... II\~ ~ .. ~t """" __ ;"';';"'i"9 a ""~( ,""'- at th. 
0'(1'1 n1 m"iori1J 

\0 2000, a r.port on Qhanging 800i.1l and io9aI fratllGworlG tor}'OW1g AusuallW1s 
mull<! tIlat, dooiXto ~omo Inwesl in gettmg more irwa!wod i1lheir commurViy and 
in QovOO1rnent decl3lon·rT\&klr'lg pro<;E"~". yoo.mg people were quite reluetfnt to 
claim th~ right ~ nd r",~ ponsibility d. tlavl"9 !he \JOt" )'Qu n~liIr tl"l*fI 101 "';Ill 18. n,.. 
rnlljorr:y (74".) cl )'O\Jn~ pwopk.l .,,,,,IvW<J in the res<;IarctJ S QI~ lhatlhey w .... not 
'''aoJy or i rJlw, .. s\OO In gettin!l' Invollled In lormal pomlcal procetse~ aijQh (lS I':lling 
b<;JIor\l thvY WlIm 16. TI"I&II paronts agreed, with a m~ (tll~) 9l.1ggeGbng!Mat 
young people = nCl l!'IIll11!'e enOtlgl'l and no1 inieres1ed in voI!no before they alII 
18,;nd ItlilI young ~~ UIII1iIf 1I11v1Yfl ottlP.1 prew.!It!S 10 conIl O!'Itand GO).,tend 
wiIh (!!.efl c......r.. F"~~QIIf.1d and Roo:heJ. 

Cornpulwry ¥UMy .... as tflUOQ,u;vd in Quwn&land., 11114 and tly IIle 
Comm",-OIIth in t?24 . Flewa!ell by U lfrIet" (putJIlShed in ewe L.fIc1'3<:y. Haw 
ItWtmfJd CItiz9nf; M:1#Io Do?tocmcy Wont Uno~ Press 01 New EI'QI!nd. 
H3IlllYCl", 00U2) rHlilllltee thet IIlII e/tect 01 introdlri>q compu\Oo.rwy WIllno '" 
AI.ISIf!l. ~1I was to bling ahnlll ~ 2l% """r~W iocf..ase in voIifllj 

"., 'fluff kP /II/Pal c;ir;; 10 "VII}, 

~~" in sctIook 
In Q~land ,chooIs , more I!:l no ~ltIjDct caged'ci'ros eoiJc41icn' 01 'C~ltenV1;P 
Mucati<:n'. Pri'lIllry!lnd setOt\dllry aWdent!l l ...... m ~1'<l<.I ~,ooxncy, ;l1Clud~ 

pani ...... ml. gnv~ment Md ~edlollS. In a nl.Oll1b~ u4 \Jiff""'''' ""bi""'" SlvdYnL6 
"Iso "O)I:p .... i~ llC" wrm><:ril,Cy at school. ior gXam~9 If'lrollgh elections!or 5Onool 
<.:mJnCil roombers and/or ooI'tOOl I C.:laef~. 

Ed"""ti"tl abo"t d" mocrllcv 
Additional eci.lc.ationoJ OppOI"IUI'Itl$$ relevant to oo mocracy inC lude 
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vil:itl; ID thlll CN\/Ij,,~I~IKl ?Mri.:,(1lml, 01 to a regiona l .'Iltting o! tne a~ccnoland 
P<lr~amCl'1t, and &dUCal!Qnal actrvtlias p,-ovidiju l!y Parl lamer"lt,,'Y FrIocation 
S!'IViel!~: IInd 

eloclDrallllduo:atlQn j,l(.1 1 " ,li~~ conductoo by the Austrillilln i:: leeloral Comml5soo. 
such as school vi6~. 

Fa te.::he", 

<;D~If'~.~~'~ IIPP~ ,cwf?S ,ec1i1cilt(C/!,¥i1 ~,:~l'l'<.-)'? ; . 
l!i'f(lWcovl<f$/ikk~,~.betWpr8plfrttd,t(ll!ng~I(}~1fI ~d'j? ,',. , "" 

NiI'II i~~s 

In pre\liDW! In~ul'ie$, ttte Le~1 ~r.::l Con~1tutiona.1 Commlti8 .n~ I), .. Legal aoo 
00n.'<Iiturj0<>&! f'..o"Tl m"'ees 01 the 4mt1 an<! 00Ih p(lrti~m&l1!~ r.aV8 m ade 
rocommoodN(WIJ !Iboo.i l r,;"'i(:s Mlr-Noon in OueenSlafld, Similar 
" .;:ornm"'I..w.""", ha"" been made by m.YIy nlh~.r Al.Jstreli/lll I:MXII«llfl roconl 
years. A. B&I. at WfnIII ~r Itl_ recu'1I'lI .. ndalions .. sat ",. in eppen dhi: C. 

Tlle Con3liWt1onal Centre QI Wc:;lCm I\lE1r3Ba y.;,as wtabllll '~ 10 .,..;:oura!r­
JlMfIIe 01 RI IIgtos 10 leam abOuI the Weste rn Au:lI:ra8an poI.1ca1 syllllm lIr 1(.1 how 
10 adiwely par1ie~"" ... iI. 11 (>1Ifw.\ li."J>Iays on lIle Com!lWTlon SlId iSP9Ca at 
d titoo<lship and po!~ioal hiSlQl)' Tile EJectorlll Ed~lll lon Centra IS 1DC.:l\OO lIM illll 
tha EamIII comllle~. iIiId pto...lw. wJl'/"'lctiv~ p'ogr"m~ Il lto..w.g Peoole 10 casl D. 
vow, diScover the orI\lm, cl 00rrr0cr;i,C\I aoo url<Jotrstand r.ow thf 'I('>Ii'IQ ~y~lam 
work:! (;>ec wym',ceGO!r'!l 'Y9 PQY nullpsl\l1!. •. totm). Pr<l!'lram ~, ~";Qote:l in ''''ys 
which .. n9"!J" 'fO\KI{,I ~eOple, ara also corK1uotcd for echool StUdllnt' vi liilin~ Lhll 
C~tre. Teac her reMutCa kit, eomplement each program, Roawre& bOX8i. on 
vario~~ lopi<:~ "'" i!/i.~ible 10 $CIlOO ls in remote ~r_.'. In IIddillol1, IhG 
COMlltutlonal Cenl'S Mat OllVelOpW;"n 'Qui Rltii<,.-h Program' whl r.h TWClvms 11 
networ1<; otloet!l people In rural and lemOla araas of W9lit~m AuW;o~ providing 
pmgr~m~ tlI 511.1del'lls ln tl"lOiIe arell3. some pI'09ffims art! specific 10 1tldi<,;~ 'QUi 
commurOWi;. 

A CiY"1C'S and ClImnsnlp E<tJCallon ... 8b~i'" (..l1idllRcorpJf;!!lo!~ 1\ fIo'\!Vo():/S 

'Disoovennil ~ ... CI:)s,!Cj is ~Q.I~!!C!~ptn!";"' ·ysIy·N. 

'Km Vo~ng USA' ia a !)IIlionaJ IlQ[)o-proiil, non-partlMn Qrvan,:anon !ha! teachos 
fJtUdI1nll: :ibou1 Cilil_hlll, ciVIl: ,r.;pon>iibility. democIIIICY line! poIIIical 
partie.palion. Togetnar wit n Classroom ac:tiv~ii;s , i wdenls ;o rlll provMSe<l wi:1'I1\ll 
1lf'P""111nily to eut a 'Kid.! VOIiI'Ig baUo1 on elm:too day, and Il'Iey I.'OIi 011 11"" 
sanw cilrodidi!t&, and I~s..as I.! aoo~5 III 2004, t.S millOll ,:\Hlorlls Mnod out 10 
1I01a for prllli ldijllt/al. localll.l!U sl~l~ ~·and:dal""'. A.rea.~""';'1I 11 Kids V,)(ing USA 
prOllrD.m Mve shoWOIl (I votln9 rate for r&glstarnd 1 a yaa, 01010 wlucM is 14% 
h'olv\, th~n lor rlM·O&rticip,e.tlng ~fe9a, See l'l"il'W.,~ldsvot lnousa,O!g[, 

A$ part 01 the Kli;l$ Vct"~ USA ~" iW';~ , 'QQi.bIeCI i:::k OemO<'..rIlr-Y ~~!!e 
.,ww,NOOvori'lQYIiol orgIQQOOICCH9k(IflUO .. 'l.s.Q) w ... d\;",,~ tQ allow s~",~ ~ n l~ ~n 
(O'Irtr.,p"'" ,n An , lJ1heruiC v(,Mg e)(jlooooce using D. woO·ba.eecr IIOllroQ ~y¥Wrn. 
T~ OnlilW b.i(01S lep5ca'oe iheCMddal", .• Rm .. sues lIdult$ \lOll) lor. QI\<I provide 



~ludent$ ¥ro'~h proclic .. ballo\SI wl ,i.; h hil~liIli1ks to c<II1d datO tlIographloo and other 
' O/WlKCM. Abo~ 85,000 &lIJdOfll$ parti:ipllWj dlJ'lr"Ig tth3 ~ pf e3i!kntial -'T ea!!i r.t2 Pollics' is "' US·tlaaw webst!e I'ItoIctI otters young PC<JPIe ::tn 
OWQrtunlfy 10 IX!~ In dl$~SJCI't Iorum.t on!0pic3 such as thaArnQny. -----n 
tOfeigtl PO/IC)r. ge.eral politicAl WlU!!S, arima!. and tIla tnvWm1<iNIt. Pn:rfision.. ~--I.-' 
sI.'tO ~dIJ for)')Oflg people to contribulll kl diocU5¥K>n' unO&/ 1111 bannal" at ' 19/1 .t::}: 

~ '~;;K;~5~~:~~;'i;;-:;':'~'::~", ~~~ 

- - - , -,----
------- --- ---

Pollllce. p,.,tlus 
TI.., 2004 Vl,lung Au~(rali~n o1lt!e YGllr, HllQh Ewns, hoo ~U9QG ~!Cd that yO,"W 
PlilQpkl kl9I8hlJl out 01 main$trcam pony poIltiC3. 

ThoI IOI1lW' a~~ind $law YlNln A(!\II~Ory Coonc~ IOtd the CCltnmltlee that the 
I5W1lS lI()OreSli &CI by POllCl1 pOl1llls. panlCulllrt',' 111 el8e!iOIl time, lIre !kItn .... 1I!d by 
Ihooo ,dOYan\ to okllr peopI!I and our age;ng pnfIlI~'iort. 

NOW js!A"'~ 

01 Madno Vromol'1, 0. lecturer at the UrliYftrsity at Sydnl!y. r"'~I!M"h"s yaurog 
~9OP1e e!ld poIi~c~_ "hi'! .... rite. Ihllt, 'The one ar.,~« par\icip,ulon Ih .. ! rt'rn ~i1, 
ID ... br)""J"9 poople, and ,rKli«!lcr II\Qst AUliRWiIfW, Is mlHll tl9l'1lhlp cl pclhjcal 
palM. Rathllr Ihan tl blIUlng party rnernberstip dCC~1le lIS npol/'lY. we clIg l'lllO 
1100 III)W WlllppnalinU PO~11caI pan0e'3 I\lIVe h<!r:omn Anrt ~ Is up I() pNllM 11) 

inYot;fI .tII new ~rn Tl1~ migl'lt no! bII by way 01 ~''';o, " ",'''''''' I~. 
imtea<f. parlivs might <Xllli'",I! yuuny peoplv 00 isstJG$ nlkWlIl"Illl) Itoalr lives' (see 
Vn.n;lll). 

In lhe US, e n~jionwiOe "tooy nf ynlth ,tt~~s k'1.I1<.1 tl1ill J"o'V''IIIi~1iIo ",ere 
act .... , in tne.;. <:ormll.llitias bul ni:oll,,"Oflta rrllild about pot~ie9. Aa an outcoma of 
Ih"l , Iudy, a ~!'~1Oqy ~dopt"<l10 r~ ·oonnoot youth to dcm oo,ooy I~ loot. duri~g 
GlactiOn campojgro, the madis oiler yO\Jth-rnodI!r~t"rl cllndidlll'" Mtllt"'~ (~ 
Na~cnal A.~v.d alinn rl &-t:retllrie! 01 Stsw). 
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Politicians 

M<ny ri>Sean;~ .twi~s if> AusuoJia and ;Iltwn~tionally ,,,,,eal that yQlJ:lg pl"Ple are 
c~ical about lhll booavlour 01 poltlclans, 

t How, ,"~" pv/i/l(;kMli; ,lhiwS~ resioWl/1e 1ilil~oI young people in 
rli, d9m~cy? ' 

nel'l'~9a~ 

Df Ariaooe Vromell 3ays tMt poiticians only coMider YOUr>(J ~pI.., ~n lh..y 
p, .... ".-.I a ~ob1em, Ih,o.l yaUIl!lI"'''Pta tend to 00 t;,dk~ aoout rAther Ihan lalked 
with; ~Ild Inal young POOplll'll P!lr~peCIlV9S are [:on.1y i-1cluded in public dIIbalfl. 
Dr V JO!l1€>n euggc,ts that what it r.ocdcd is direct Bvldar.oe 01 younq jXlopl9's 
oXp(lriellOeS and afQument3 btisecl on such evidcnCE: (~ec Vromcnl. 

In lh'" t lnit"ld St~~5, CM~d~ and th8 l.ln~~d Kingdom. wm.", vohnO ;M't 
compul~ory, ~ has been show" that contacl wth f-JIit Koat part~s Mdc~ndidates" 
<in important Illllment ol'~~l-out-th\lo-VQte' stmtegies. Following th .. 2001 9riti~h 

Q9Nlra,1 9ix:tioo. tM Ut< Elootora,1 Commission 1d9ntllled a lac~ 01 canvassing by 
po~ticians n!l 0. likely (eaMn f(>( diG:la~slacti()f1 (ood kJw turnout) 3mong ~irst-tlmC 
voters. 

\< [Urrl!! 1- VIPI-

Being heard 

W~ IC youn(j people may be tl.ll1ca off politics (IS it currcnuy operatcc. many 
9tud~s ana "'lrl/"Y'" n~v" fDllnd \hat young pMple ani very intert:sted i!1 ~cnlical 
ISweS irnp:>rtal1t to t~em_ The challElngll for governments is to ""'gage .... 'ith youllg 
people, and tho lirst thing that younQ pBOpl1l say is that tI,ooy "'lint to ~ heart.!. 

f% H~v" f'O<! us~ <iIly of flie govem;mffll uppQrlwil;.:s 10 wica fOI.'- opinions 
~H .. bOJ,JI ifz.suoo? Haw f/(f(;O(/VfI w.:.s It? 

• 
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New ideas 

In lVestem Austra~a, the Ci~,,_~ aM Citi7enship Unit in the Department ot ['remler 
and Cabinet aims cb enMancli democracy in that state through dv>::s edv:amn 
~nd tho;J promotion 01 an aCTIVe C~12Qnry, The goaf is a commun~y wh~ all 
Westom Aootra~ans are valued aa cdizens, wl\ere l1ey play (l, ~i(jnific<tnl role in 
se~in(l policy prioritias and I'<'i'oe~ tM"y h"lp !Ihapo! thl! natur~ of lh~ir .~ociety (se!!: 
www.c1iz9r.1Scap....wiI_oov.auJ). 

Dr Arlsdne Vromen suggeS1~ that, 'Young p(){)~a have a orOad range 01 
economic, SOCial, Md poWtic:al experieoces' anct that we MIld to 'create nclusive 
!om" 01 90vemance that recognise and build upon different ways 01 makin!l 
communities. Thos .. in pow .. , IWI!d to ~~1en la youny pw~ rnor~, .nd)/C'O!lg 
~1<I's diverse '!jaws and expot1enoes need la be articulated In '.110 media' (se<;) 
Women). 

" NO 

NeWWMS 

In 2003, th9 Cornmissioll for ChHdrllll ~nd Young P~i WOlS invited to partk:ipat.> 
in a rommflt98 lor lOO dSVIlloprnllll1 01 a sports and rooroalion laclll:y tor younQ 
people on Palm Island in NoM Queen:iJ1l/1d, Hle Commission undor~f1()(1 the 
imp~rlaooe ot the cOfTYl1iltee asking young people what thllywllnled. fhe ISSue 
tor lh'" Oornmi~~"", W~" not 50 n"Ul .,.."" do .... ;".oIv", cl>ilflty,,, in I{"", buitliflf} 
of this fadlity"O\l. ,<.IIl." '110W do w .. gelllN facility 11, .. cMdron want?". 

1~ 2003, in ParramatTa in SYdney, 3 Youth Jury presentod y<lunc people willl 
prno'.iOai opportun ~iw 10 leam IInd disou~s the diverse interests a~d ooncams of n 
wide variety of young P"DP"" ocro,,-~ lh~ P~""mat1a region. Pllr!w:;ip~nts Ie~rn.!d 

abed teamwmk, negoIiation skiUs aroJ th~ poWII[S of 90\1~'rJT1enL This_bled 
111«'" tu form r ...... lilitic rl>Comm~nd .. ~onli to iUppolt th~ !l9~S ot the colective 
youl/l of Pllrramatta, 

Th .. aim of tha Youth Jury was to assist with brklglrlg racial fnlol9ranca am! 
cunu'al di'lE!rsity among young people 01 ParramattEl. 

The lOCommClldations otthe Youlh Jury were aimed at ~eygovammcnl and 
community Ofg~nj~ation" r:i P"rr'll!1i\!I~. 
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Tl king action 

YOUfI\l PIilQ~I/ want to ~ 'doCjjwly ~IY<lIv<l<J in d~rTlO<:lacy, Voting at ",ioI<;l!a',s is only 
one way of DoinO invotvad In a democratic; socfGcy. 

!ii Wii.tt/J of rhe follWflPgi;,ctJV~lii1S hav9YqI ,~iriild:wl; ,oi,wwki yoo Ii/w, If,) rioilY 
~ ~? " , 

Activity HlOed"". VloUld like 10 
('I>rx) do (, CO" xl 

V OOII)\O! ~ri "!J 0 '" IniliOIi<1g or part"\:latng in ~ 100i.11 YOli1h projao1 Cl '" In;t;a\ins ", ~iSnin~ ~ p"'~ion CC ,,! 
A~e!'Idh;J ~ ralt,o a. ~roIe"t Cl e>( 
TaI<i'l!l pan in ~ .tn~Q '-' 'Oi 
B';r>J' "",nll)oo, 01 ~ fXl'.itbot P"riy 1_1 '" Boong" lI'Omoar ot ~ trade o",on 0 CiZf'/ • ,1 B"'"y ~ """n"", uf. "wa,,! urn", in 

Seine a "",mber 01 ~ non-QOvcmment 

cif' "'TIM'~"1ion ""' .. 11 1coIl]j." !l"vemrn~r>I. "'.g_ Thoo 0 
""(iO","~, St'Cio<y, """" .. ty Io"~"""" 
G,eet>peaoe) 

.~ 
CO<1t~cting" poIitia'~n '" k>c~1 go,e mmenl 0 
courd." 

G"( f'artioipo''''' in ~ YouIh Pan","""n! 0 
~irlg iowr;>lv~d in" Youth Cuurd D en 
1kin9 ifl""Md in an ()(gam~t"'n wh:<;h ,eeke to D W 
r~l".s~r~ th~ '"""'" cl )'UU'>:I ..,o;:oIe (e.~ Y"''''U 
A<.I$t(aUn Rural rl~tw(lf~ 

Young people ~lI.y thllt to ~ engag~d in democracy tMY need thi"lQs such as; 

OPPOr1uni~os IQ aClivcly Maa9C I~ democracy: 

an OJ.-a <\boot wha1 can bp. ~c.hjf!v"d reaimir:ally: 

spaC<;l, in which to m<;lit ",nd d"cu~~; and 

access to the internet, photocopiers, etc. 

o Wl'ult iwsistarrCO or QfX!Qurogcmol!t . do you neod Mm govtlmmem ro ta/fB 
J!! actiQl1 abru;1 jh~ ISSU8.1 you leel p113.1JOlMt~lIbout? 

Newid .. as 

~r:8ba~~ Cily CClmciJ i'~~ di!v~icp"d 'Vi" !b~ Ink' "w~b3i:e ¥ffl1C." ~I~ws younQ 
roopl~ to have f! say in Ihe Coorc irs programs. The websi .... c:n"t~ins in iorm alion 
aboot how young pwpl61 c;w have Ih .. ir say, ~v .. nl& 10< y<JunQ P'J0Il1", li"k~ 10 

• 
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rewurees and (I forum thrOl.l9'l Whicll young people cnn express '.hell" ~iIlloos. 
rh!! O:luncil ha~ I!.l~ provid<m y(l<.ng peopl~ with MeSS MOlIr'td BrisbMe w1'1ere 
they can cOllle togeths, to meet and olganise activities Md projl/cts 01 merest /(I 
~um. ThQSII areas are accesBlbkl to )'OlJIlg p;ropl~ and WQII TWiOllreoo (sw 
www·'rlsible-jokorgfl. 

The V!Cloriiil Guverr.om~nt prodK:",d .. handbook for young ~9 OIl howthey 
Call C(Qatil ChiUlQilln their oommlJlllty. ThQ handbook pro'rldGS iuggllS1oo$ QIl 

how YOI1nQ people can get actil'e on a prcjecl they feel pussienQIS abooI. and hew 
111€~ CM impIerT1f!<'ll!hat pmj..::t (see ...... ywfJ !oicwu.J.!r>d!saYPSb00<3.IldIl. 

The FOo'...<'Klation for YOLl'1Q Auslralian5 is a f1O(1·prulil organisation dOOi<:al..ct 10 
rNveloplng Imoval!ve klitlatfves that suppon and empower young poopktagvd 12 
10 25. The Foundation provides seed-funding for ideas. proaotil'ely seek~ 00-
lunding to support initiative. I\M helps the recipient. ~truclure tilemselw~ 10 
.. n'ur8 lon(rlQrm ~u~tai'~abiay. E:och y .. ar. th .. f:O<Jlldalion manages .. f>Oi1foIio of 
granls Lul""'g about $6 miJion. At least 25% oilojal 9nmtfunding is dedicate<.! to 
inluativas specmea~y designed te bene!!! young Indigenous Austrafans i_ 
WW/i. vau n goustraHao:; .orgl. 

• 

N~wj!:t@$. 

The YOLAh Eloctoral Study (YES) found that pa''>nts are regarded by yomg 
p.!opIvas !he most imporucnt SOUfCII of ilforn""lio" .. boul voIillY. Tllki"';$ion .... ,<:1 
newspapers are tM next most Important. Mwel'9ryoul'lg peoplll vlewth!lSe lattllr 
SOlKCCS wHh some saep~(lj~m. 

" ,'lOO (h Cui (ilfu .. {)fl/;{)t-<.I If! ~-t)f-f} 

--_._-
.. _----------

~ Wh~ rois' can rloo--gOV$l7lll'lenl fOUlloa1fCflt;.:Ot GOJ11I'I!I.IIlityorganlsatloos plav 
1(& in wtflnQ ym;nrJ people actIVe andiovo/liM WIth democracy?, 

New iOO.~ 

The I'lSpte Fotrldlll!Oll (Bee IWiWJDSpire org all) r:, 11 nationlll non-profit 
loundiltiC<1 wn"h aims to cre~t" oppoo1,,on itj~~ lor YOl"'O AlJ~traIiM~. principO'Jlty 
age<! wlwwn 16 and 25, to hvlp thQl'11"eI\i(j~ "uKJ <>(oors. Th\! Fm.r!dHI >:m 
acknowlooges tMt your19 poople want 10 ma~e a positive difference in tMir ewn 
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Ives ~nd in th.;.i, comrnl.!rlities Young P"Ople ara activ~y inl/Olved in:he 
de"",!opmlilflt:loo oolillliry of al the FauooatiOll'~ i'1~iativils, Ony initiatJvliI, 
'ActNow', is (I. w€I),baGed GeNice that wiH pro'~de yool19 poopi<l 'M1M ir.tormntion 
and ~upport on Mwti'lf!y carl hfI<'.om" invnlv"d;" i.~~u~s a c.!luse~ in Tieir 
ccmmuroity that they .. re pa,.sionate about. 

VlboWiro Youth Sorviccn i:J a voluntaorllaaod, non-pro1it youth ~edia and tralntng 
organisalion which prol>ides yoong p@ople!!Qedbetween 16 and:>O with 1l~ on~11El 
forl.(1'1lhrough wh:Ch th&V can ,,-cce~s informafion on ... range of Inpi<':. participllt~ 

~1 discUl •• iun~ with wlh", young: ~""pt~ and 00c0n'~ i"1VoIwd in 111'" e~change of 
information with olOOr young people {see \\,\w(;oib!l."!I'_l/J!,~jl. Rec""t irlilia1iveo; 
i'lCk.ldc 'e)o{:tionTraoka( (Se(l wwwelepliontrllcker.net'Btflwllich&cr1I'(oung 
peopt~ oli an the camp~ign trail as mpMBrs ill the 2004 r~rlll elec:ion, rnese 
r"ports were "till~ed by ~ix raoo stations, sas Md .'.BC new~_ 

The US Ad Council ii a non·protrt or~ani":ollQ{) wnicn prcduc~s, <listribul~S ~nd 
promotes p~lic seNice campaiQnS 00 a ranQe 01 issues. A roo(lllt campaign, 
'Fight loAonnequillism', /OOU38ed on improving )'Cum Oivic Emoa~erncnl ~nD voter 
participation, I1 inVD~ te~vis;an and rado ads ~<med al gelling )'OlJtlg people 
iwolv~ in 'Mue~ they ca~ aboul, volunteering ar>d ~oti<lg (see 
VIWW . ligh I ma", I ffi vi rli:i III .m». 
'Rock!!l9 Vote" IG ~ noo·profit O(g::lnliation whICh air"T1S 10 engage yoong peopklln 
tM poli~cal proocss in the United States and draw attemion to i(lSooS ot cor-corn 
to yQoog peol»e. It ooordin~tes voter regi~trlltion driVell and eWclltran efforts to 
en~ure )'ClI"Ig peopl" "xerc.i~" ti'lf!ir riQl1I to vnt"_ Youth r.ll/t1J"B i~ hamessed in Ihe 
promotioo of its ca,npaigns, marlj' of which Jeatur .. hiyh prolile ~ .. Ieb'ites io1CILJding 
'" .... idans, a~1[}fs, athl~tes and comlldi .. ns, In Ih .. :2004 ei,."HlJns. 1.2 minion 
p<Oopkl V>Ok :od'tantll!l9 ot too aganisatlon'S onHoo votar registration fa~i~ty, .. nd 01 
further 200,000 registored [IS apart 0/ the Rock the Vote Bu~ Tour acrCOl$ the 
oOtl()\ry (see wWUOCjllMyole cornl. 

._---

... --.--~--
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Grdd~l~V1.-l$ for r....afzlv.g 11 S:U.O~""~5S:"OV"' 

T~er\l is no s~f fQ/m for" ~ubmi~~ion to th~ cummittw. Subm;S'Sions may bomade using 
IM inquiry response farm or in the form of (\ lotto!. a substantlal p~er or a ~hort 
docurnenf and fh<!y may include appendices. Sutlmi~siorls mlly contain facta. oPinions. 
a,yum~nts and recommendations lor adioo. The most useflll sutlmissions are to the 
point. 

Ttw<-'OII1mill~ wuukl pr .. f .. r ""r~l<In sWrl~ssions, but witl also accept slbmissions 00 
audio tape. For ""ITtten sl)bm!sGions, typed or prk1ted \11:« Is preferable, thaugll ~ib~ 
hand·l'oI'itten submissions are acceptable. Numbered p(t9llG nnd, for ~ubmi(lGions in 
e)(ceS!! 0120 page~, a hrip.1 wmmary and a !lIbl" of cont<'!nts i~ ~ I:!o help/ut. 

All submiSsiOns mliSt Include fhe name and coo1aGt detail~ of the person makillg the 
sL'bm"sio.~. Tho~ .. m ilking a submission nn bo!hd 01 an "rganiution """1l1d indie"t" III 
1Nhal level lIle so,bmission has been authorised ("9 slb-committee, presidenl, chair, etr;.). 

Public rJfic~,~ mlly make ~ubmiS!lion~ a~ privat~ individlJa~. ,",,,,,,,ever. If ,ererenc.! is 
made in a submi""ion to Ill., ... official posilion, it $.hcukl also 00 made d~ar thai the 
Gubm(~~ion is made in a privatil capacity. Submiiision8 from go~9lTl11mt dep~'lrn .. nl" 
should be authorised in aocordar"lOC wtth normal departmental plOCedurf!. 

Content and relevance 
A submission mayeover some Of I.I.~ of the i:;sU(!s m,ised in tho rcspo~sc Jom!. 11 would be 
MI~ful t submis~iorIs clearly stilted wh~h iSSlJes are being addre3sed. 

The cornmit1ee's usual procedure is to publjcjy release and table submi$Gions in the 
Le(lisl1l.tive A~~embfy. Nol al ~ubmissions .... AI nl!C ~u!r~y be pubished and/or tabled. Ihe 
r:ommiltP.fo= ~""'rvM the right to not PlJhfi~h <Y labIA coofidoln!;,,1 whmi ... ~ion5, or 
submis'klns which ~ r .. irr<>J9\Jatl!, contain s~unikJtJS or delamatory matoJrial. ox ~,~ 
oIherwioo not suit~bl9 lor publ shing. T~ committee wiH intOl111 you l a ~kNs not to 
accept, ()/" not to authOrise Ihe publicallon of, your subm~610n. 

COnllaenllallty 
ThCl COO\mittee at1empfs 10 oonductlts inqujrie3 in the most open way possible. Howe~el, 
it you tlElieVl! that your submiMiOl1 (or pari 01 rl) should not btI made piJbl~, cI~rly wme 
'r.OI1t~"tiar 00 each p<lge and. in ~ brief covering letter, explain why your 51tlmissioo 
should be trealed cuntidentiB~Y. The coolmilt..e wie then CO/,.id .. r your rwquesllo< 
"onfid~ltlaltty. 

Unaulhcrised ReleGs~ 

onco the committB"l'l rec~ive~ 11. 3utlmission. It becom~s committe~ prOperly and should 
not be ptlbll.'\hed without th~ oommitt~'~ O!IulilorisO!ltoo. Pt.b!icalion d" ~LJbmi5~ian 
without th~ corTlmilt""~ authorisation ml!a,,,, that ltial publication i~ not pral~tW by 
parliamentary priViIc9o:lnd may amoulll to a contempt of ParUamenl. 

All SUbmissions should bl!> S~llt to 

AI!>SMrch f"lirector 

!r:;;~::~';:";':~:O~ ~ncl Admjni~tmt"'~ RIlv",w Cornmittp.Il 
I ., Gemoe Stre!'t 

.1 QU) J000 

" 



Subrnlnions clo~ on Wednesday, ao November 2005 

Extensions 10 the closing dale rna~ boo- giWil. ~ you ni''',j mor~ tirrli' tu ma~i' a 
subm'isioo, or t you require further IroIormatlon, contaot tM ccmm~oo's SQGret~llat on: 

Tal~pCJOnf;l; (07) 3406 7307 
Fax: (07) 3406 7070 
Emllii: ICAIC~ oarliAment atd_noy_,,,/ 

Cu~"" cl thi, P~P~I and ",11 othl'f publications by th<;l L~gal and Coniititutional COI11mitts~ 
artl a,ajJabje on tM Internet via the oomminow's home paQc at: 
WWJJ po,rhameotgld ooy,culCQmmitteeolfegat ey,hlm 

Agl' (<>ptinn~I)' 1"/-
M"~, Yf(i! / ILf{jO! fIUd,!,! Ufiff,QWilfj jJ{J1' {ollPge 

Contact (e,9 phone mrnber): 

Email: 




