RECEIVED |

01 AUG 2005
LEGAL, CONS1ITIU LR zAL AND

INISTRATIVE REVIEW
AN S OMMITTEE

RESPONSE FORM

This form can he vsed 0 send your views 1o the commities, Ploase send # 1o

Tha Hesaargh Dirpctor
Legal, Constintlonal Bnd Adminisraibve Revisw Commtioo

Pariament Houaa
Gieeaga Swaat
Brisbane Qid 4000

O e it 10: 07 3408 TH?N
Or omail W1g: '0drod cadipment gid.cov au

A PARLIAMENTARY COMMITTEE INQUIRY INTO YOUNG PEQPLE
ENGAGING IN DEMOCRACY IN QUEENSLAND

O




Your WVOLLE

The aim of this Inquiry is to maka practical recammendafians to
increase the interest and participation of young people in democracy in

Lueenaland.
The commiitae wanis 1o hear from voung peuple, in particular, aboul:

¥ what is nesded in Queensland;

W what will work:

#  whal won't; ant

# what you wart to 5o of experianca.

Wa would gise ke 1o hear from all pecple in Quesnsland whe havea an
intgrest in young people, or fn yoeung peocle engaging in Jemcoracy.

o help yol to think aboat, diseuss and respend o mattera relevant to
the inguliry, we have set out below Some:

S igguey; and

& examples of strategres suggested or tricd cfscwhore.




voting Syster ana Blectoral Commission Giegnslind

Educationfinformaticn
It is the job of the Electoral Commission Quaenaland (ECE) to ansore that people
enral and vote at elections. To do this, the ECO uses education and awarenass

programs [e.g. posicarde, posters and &6

LI

R

New idegs

v In 2003, Electiuns Cunadn perinered with Cable in the Classroum to develop a
new votar sducation program for students, inciuding 2 contsst challenging psopls
aged 76 ta 18 to creale 30-seeond public service announcements on video telling
ther pesrs why the democratic process and voting ars important.

v The United Kingdorn Electoral Commissicn's ‘Do Polifics’ aims o gel young
people involved in demogragy, It may be acoessed at wiww dopolitics.co.uk. Do
Foftice” conducts workshops and evente, and providas rasources and training

across the UK for young poaple.
* InAusiralia, the Youth Electoral Study (YES) found that some incantives would
attraci a first vote Young people seid a tax break or the use of promational rock

corgerls would be the most effective incentives, but there was also some support
for the natian that incantives should not be nooded 28 votlng I8 2 responsibifity

that comas with Gltizenship,

X PVD“J‘” amis Shoold he Sef Up i Sthools, feffies

s b G regicleawe A comertials.

Voter registration
In Australiz, each perscn must complets an enrolment fomn 1o regisiar o vote,

o could. ihe: ECG, eraka:il sasier for-youny-pevpla-torenmf and ferome
gl topmiass e T St DR e s T

Mew ideas

r I some countries, registralion is done by the government so that paophs are
autamatically regletered when they reach voling age. An international report by
e Institute for Democracy and Electoral Assistance, Yeuth Voter Caricipation.
suggests aLlomatic ragistration by the governmaent rather than it being a duty of

each person g enrl,

v Qther countrios enable poogic to register ab a polling station on efection day, or
ar-fie.

» In Canzga, Elections Canads idendities poople who have turned 18 through
informatian provided by, for axample, the tax office and mator vehisle registars.
e CGhief Clectoral Officer wiites io thase people to ask them to conlirm that they
ara eligible to vota and consent to being included in the matiocal register,
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Polling stations

It Gueensland, polling stations are uaually located in schoois or halls and are open
bebwssn Sam and Gpm.

ﬂ Fowr could the EGQ make it easisr Ior young geopio 1o, cast thelr voie?

Mew ideas
* Inrceent Canadian cleetions, Elections Canada intraduced mwre polls in locations
to which young people have sagy accoss, such as near student residences wnd
uriversity neighbiourhoods.
L]

vl Canada, poling stations are open for 12 hours.

+  Daolegatlons from the Augtrallan Elecloral Commuission and the Victarian Electoral
Commission observed clogtrenic voting processes at elections in the USA, UK
and Ireland batwean 2000 and 2002. The deicgations considered tha differont
rptions that are avallahle, their advantapes and disedvantages and how cach
oplion would sut Australia's voling systems. The delegalions recommended e-
vuling be made available to cerlain classes of voters including vaters in Antarclica,
votars in ramota locations, voters with a disability and overseas voters (see
AwWw.acc gov.ou contontwhativotingfelecirenic reportindex htm and

Aww.asc qov.aul content/whalvonna/E-voling repom,paf).

A et teponl of e Vicluian Scndiny of Acts and Regulations Commitiee,
Vittorian Efectronic Dsmacracy, considered eleciranic wting, It renommented
that Victorlan elections shauld not be conducted remolely via inlormation and
communications nehnalogies in the near future, but identilied tha folluwing kesy
advantagas of ramota voting systems:

~  eas5y access for travellers and disabled paonle,
providing an intertace for other technalogles such as screen readers, Braidle
computers, magnifiera ar alternelive data cntry systems,;
glovang for the easy and cheap distribution of batiot papsrs in diffarent
languages;
- instanfanaous procassing: and
aliowing votars to Becess a wide range of other information while considering
and casting their vate,
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Advance voting
Currentiy In Queensiand, ¥ you can't vote at your nearest poling booth on the day
of & stata election, specisl arrangements can be made for you to cast your wole,
such as by advancs voling in person or poslal voling. Thase oplions are available
i1 uniy S$ome circumstances - for example. if yow: will be intersiate on poliing day;
havo a disabillty; or can’'t vota on that day because of religious beliafs. For further
intarmation, 3se www.eon.qid.gov. ay

-re y 3l

New ideas

+ inthe LK, pastal woling is available to any eligible voler on request. A person may
appiy for postal voung (or @ panicular elgciion, Jor 3 certain pencd of lima of for 2
{ulure elections.

v Tofacillate voting, the state government could declare the day of a state election
B public haliday ar schedida an election for a day other than a Saturday.

v In uture, iF electionie voling were o be infroduced, for axampte, it need nci be
necevsary to hava an *alect!gr! day’, with 2l volas cast on the same day. Votng
could take placa, for example, over an ‘election weeak',

Clese of rolls
Currently, after A state slection is called, people have boelwewen 5 and 7 days lo
ey isler [u vl

Mew ideds
»  {riof fo the 2004 faderal election, the Special Minister of Slate, Eric Abatz

praposed that:

+  tha elestoral roll be closed to new volers on the day the election wrils would be
issuad (usually tha day the alection is annaunced); and

v paople wishing fo changs their enrolment detalls ba given three daysta ¢o =0
This proposal did not procesd as i| was not supported by the non-government
panlias,

¥ iﬁyl,zl___ ..... |
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Fixed alection day

Irt Queensland, there s no fixad elaction day tor state elections.

A fixed slection day could allow impraved civica education coursas, mogdk-electlons
and other strategies enuowaging young peaple's sngagement with elections to be
planned ir advance (see Miner). For example, a flxed alection day would allow
civics educators to plan and conduct their courses in parallel with an election

campaigr.

Dy youl think improved Bivies ediication 5 2 u@fhwﬁﬂa faasm :’ar gmfmwnm
1o consider a changs fo fived term slections? .~

Mew ideas

A

in Dueensland, electiona for ail local governmant avthadtles are ganerzlly held
every four years on the last Saturdlay in Wdarch.

Gzl Aol

Mew woting system
In Queensiand, a syslem of optional prefereniial valing is used. A fact sheet about

‘OPY" 1 avaliabla from: www.eCa.qld.gov.au.

Do your thigk young people would he more ifkely lo-vota it the votng system
was changed se thal candidates 1unning on értaln issues of patticular faterest
to young. people. iwera more. kkeﬁ?fﬁf‘_ge‘-’ eﬁcrad*m have 2 mhr- -
parfiamont? : pil teln

Mew |

Appendix D contains a revised varsion of a paper prapared for an inguiry, Hands
on Parfaman, by tha Legal and Constitutional Cornmittee of the previaus
Parliament. 11 provides information abour our vating system and ways it might be
changad 1o pravide mare diversity in candidatos who might be alectad,

A in Queensiand, the voling system in the UK makes il vary difficult ler
candidates from minor parties to gst elecled. In May 2005, somea 500,000 schaol
students in the UK voted in 2 mack eleciion 1o colncide with the general elections.
Tha students voted for the actual candidates, The resuits showed that the
students wers attracted to parties which ran candidates on certain issues; for
sxamaole, students who (el passion ate about the environment vated for the Graen
Party. Daspitc failing 10 have a single candidare refumed n lhe general elections,
the Graan Parly aacured 45 out of a possible 348 seats In the mock slaction.

Propartional representaliun voting, which is used for Ssnate elactions in Austratia,
provices greater apportunity for minor parties o win seals,



Voting age
In Austraia, you must be 18 yearas old to vots. The minimum vating aga in aher
sountres ranges from 1510 21

The minimum ageﬁ sat by the law for other activities ane listed in appendu: B.

g Mﬂﬂﬂﬂ'bwbrﬁi ﬁ:wfdengmfﬁhﬁwwﬁqb’m TS G

v In April 2004, following a project on the age of elecleral majorily, the Uniled
Kingdom Electoral Commission recammended that tha minimum age for 2l tevals
uf voting in public electlens in the UK remain at 18 vgars for the ma being. Tha
UK Electoral Commission adviaed, however, that il expected fo underiake a
further formal review of the minimum voting age within a further five to seven
years. It encauraged the governmaent to consider initiating a wider review of e
age of majority.

»  In 2004, 2 repont on changing social and legal frarmewaoria for young Austrelians
found thai, despie soma interest in petting more invotved in their community and
in government decision-making provessas, young people were qude reluciant to
clam the right and responsibility of having tha vole younyer than @ age 18. The
mgarity (T4%) of yourny people involved in tha ressarch said that they were not
ready ar interested in gettind Involved in tormal political processcs such as vating
before they were 18. Their parcnts agreed, wilh a majority (81%) suggasiing that
young peopla are nat mature enough and not interested in voting batore they are
18. and thet young psople under 18 have other pressures to confront and contend
with (see Carson, Fitzgerald and Roche).

v Compulsory voting was introduced in Queensland in 1974 and by the
Commanwealth In 1824, Research by Milner (published in Givie Litaracy: How
Informed Citizons Make Demogracy Work, University Preas of New Enpland,
Hanover, 2002) indicales thal the effect of infraduzing compulsory vating in
Australia was to hring ahout a 23% overall increase in vating.

R (5 copn P sy

Coluweation

Educatlon In schools

in Queensiand scnoois, thera ig no subjeot cefied Tivics education’ or 'citizenship
cducation’. Primary and secondary shidents lesm about democracy, including
parliament, government and eleclions, in & number of different subjecls. Studsnis
also expenence demoeracy at schoal, for example through clootions for schood
colungll members and/or school leaders,

Educalion about demoreracy
Additianal educaticnal apporiunities relevant to demaocracy include.



ﬁ Haw ddes yoirr schaol approach aivies sdiicatioh ane

-
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»  visits 10 the Queengland Parliament, or o & regional sitting of tha Queensland

rCasliement, and educational activities provided by Parliamenlary Education
Services: and

v dectoral eduoation activiies conducied by lhe Australian Electoral Commission,

slch ea sohool visits,

For students
What: ‘worked well and _what did  yau - enigy--wihén” yau ma‘ abnur or

Wmﬂmﬂwhww ; et
,lﬂ m dpmncmcjr gmd

WHat more could: schools ‘do. to encourage: you:
mmmrﬂmmamwmmetwmmm
demoeracy? .

B i

For teachers

d pradice. uemmcy*?
Mol could stidiénts tie beller prépared to-dhgaga in demaeracyy +

Now ideas

v In previous inquires, the Legal and Constittionat Committes and the Legal and
Constitutional Cornmittees rf the 48th and 5Gth Parfiaments have made
recommendativns aboul civies education in Quaensland. Similer
recemmendations have been made by many other Australian bodies in recent
years. A list of some of these recommendations is sel vut in appendix C.

v+ The Canstititional Centre of Western Ausiralia was established to encourage

peaple of all ages 1o leam ahnut the Wastern Australian political system and how
o actively pariicipale in it, [t offers displays on the Constitution and aspects of
cHizenship and political histury, Tne Elactoral Education Cenlre ig located within
the same complex, and provides interactive programs allowing people 1o cast a
vole, discover the origing ot democracy and undsrstand how lhe voting system
works (688 W i} Nooxniml. Pragrams, proeantad in wwys
which engage young peaple, are alsa conducted lor schoal studants vistiing the
Cenlre, Teacher resource kits complement each pragram. Aesourge boxes on
various toplgs ara available to schools in remote areas. In additian, the
Constitutional Contre has developed an 'Ow Reacnh Program' which involves a
nedwork of lacal people in rural and remcte arcas of Westarn Austraha providing
programs fo studente in thase areas. Bome programs acs specific to Indigenous

communities.

+ A Dwics and Citizenship Education wabslte {which incorpurates a previous
Mhscovering Demacracy website) 15 www.civicsanacitizenshig.edu av,

» ‘Rids Voting USA' is a nalional non-profit, non-partisan arganisation thal teaches
studenis about ciizenship, clivic responsibility, democracy and political
participation. Together with classroom activities, students are providud with an
opportunity to cast a 'Kids Voting' baliof on election day, and they vote on the
sams candidates snd issues as acdults. [n 2004, 1.5 million sludents lumed uut 10
wote for presidentlal, local and stata candidates. Areas with a Kids Votiag 115
prograrm have showed & voting rate for rogistered 18 year olds which is 14%

mighar than for nor-participating areas. Seea pvay Kidavolingusa.org/,

»  Aspant of the Kide Voling USA gervica, 'DoubleClick Cemocracy’ (see
wenns kidavolin rgoicieCl was devalopad to allow studenis to

Homining.as

participate in an au*hmtlc voting experience using a web-basad voling system.
The onling balicts replicsie the candidates and issues adults vate for, and provide

]




Kssperee

students with practice bailote which have inks 1o candidate biographies and other
fesources. About 35,000 students participated during the 2004 presidential
elections.

v ‘Teens N2 Polilics’ Is a US-based wobsite which offers young people an
opportunity to participate in discussion forums on topics such as the economy,
foreign policy, general political issues, animals and the environment. Provision ls
also madwe for young people to contributa to discussions undor the banner of ‘left

wing chat” and 'right wing cornor. See wwwww teensn2polilics camfarums/.

The Political S Hstem and Polikieidns

Politlcal parfies
Tha 2001 Young Austrakan of the Year, Hugh Evans, has suggested that young
paeple fecl shut out of mainstream party politics.

The fommer Queensland State Youth Advisory Gouncil tald the committer thal the
lsoues sddresacd by polihcal paries, particularly at electivar line, are duiod aled by
those relavant to older peaple an 1.

i e
B Ay

Mianw ideas

*  Dr Anadne Viomen, a lecturar at the University ot Sydney, researches young
peaple and palitics.  She writes that, ‘The one area of participation that mmalns
low for youny peogls, and indeed for most Australians, is mombership of polveal
pariles. Rather than labelling party membsarsnip decline as apathy, we cught ta
s0e how unappeeling poliical parties have become. And it is up (o parlies b
fnvnive a new gensration. This might not bs by way of formal membership;
instead, partivs might consult young paopts on issuss relevant to their lives' (sea
‘romany,

v In tha US, & nationwide study of youth attitudes iound that young peaple were
activi i lheir communities but not goncerned about politics, Ag an outcome of
that study, a strotegy adopted 10 re-connest youth to democrany is that, duding
clection campaigns, the merdla offer youth-moderated candidal duabdles {see

Mationai Association ol Secretaries of State).
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Politiciane
Many roscarch studies in Australa and intoenationally reveal that young pecple are

cyn!cal about the bebaviour at politicians
Howe ' gan: pof:!fcﬁns manm!vea reurore e rmrh m‘ yuung pefopfe f
demacracy? . o :

HMew ideas

Or Arladne Wroman says thal palticians only congider young pecple wihen they
prosent 4 problem; that yoling people tend to be talked obout rather than fatked
with, and that young people's perapectives are rarely included in peblic dabate.
Ly Vromen suggeasts that what is needed is direct evidénce of young paople’s
EXpREnEnces and arguments based on such evidence (see Viormen).

[}

In tha United States, Canada and tha Unlied Kingdom, where voting isn't
compuleory, It has been shown that gontact with palitical paries and candldatss is
an importart element of "get-out-the-vote' sirategies. Fellowing the 2001 Sritish
general alection, the UK Elactaral Comm:saion idantified a lack of canvassing by
politicians a5 a likely reason for dissatisfaction (and low turnouty amang first-time

vitars.

Y ouwnd People and the D.'Jmmumiit;j

Being heard

While vaung people may be lurned ofl politics as it currantly operates, many
studies and surveys have found that young peools are very interested in political
issuas important 1o them. The challenge for govarnments 1s to angage with young
poople, and the tirst thing that voung paop's say is that they want 10 be heard.

Have you used any of ihe govemment cpportunities 10 voice your opinlons
52 ghout ssuas? Hnw effective was of?
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MNew idsas

b InWestem Australia, the Civics and Citizenship Unit in the Department of Pramier
ani Cahinet aims to enhance democracy in bal slate through civics sducation
and the promotion of an activa clizenry, The geal is a community where all
Weastarn Ausiralians are valued aa citizens, whera they play a sighiticant role in
satting policy prionties and where they help shape the nature of their society (see

www citizenscape wa.gov.aw).

+  DrAriacne Vromen suggests that, Young peopie have a broad range of
coanomic, social, and poltical experencas’ and thal wa naed o ‘create nolusive
formz af governance thal recognise and build upon different ways of riuking
communities. Those in power need Lo listen o young peopie mera, and young
peopls's divarss views and expeniances need 1o be articulated in the media’ (sec
Vroman).

+ In 2003, the Commission for Children and Young Paople was Invited 1o pantikipate
i a committee for the development of & sports and rearcation facility for young
pecsle on Paim lsland in North Queensiand. The Commisaion undeariined the

importance of the committee asking young peapla what they wanted. The issue
tar the Commission was not so much “how oo we involve children in the buiding

of this facility” but rather *how do we get the lacility the chifdren want7?",

v 2003, In Parramatia in Sydney, 3 Youth Jury presented young people with
pragiicaf opportunities 1o learn and discuss he diverse inlarasts and anncerns of a
wide variety ol young peaple across the Parramatta regron. Participants leamed
ahaul teamwork, negatiation skills and the powers of government. This enabled
them o form realistic recommendations ko suppon the neads of the gollestive

youth of Parramana.
The aim of the Youth Jury was to assist with bridging racial intolerance and
cuitural diversity among young pecpie of Patramatia.

The rezcemmendations of the Youth Jury wers aimad at key govermmant and
community organizations of Parramatta,

A
. kS % B
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I Taking action
i Young peaple want 1o be actively Imwolved in demoeracy, Veoting at slections is only
one way ol balng Involved in a demacratic saciety.
?l Which oif the folfuwing aciiviies have You carriad out;
out? : e S B P R

J wiidd vou ke to cary
|
i Hawe done Would like to

Astivity {4 or X) fo {orx]

|
il Volumearing
| initiating of panicipating in a iecal youth project

| D
{Ji]'i ; Inftiating ay signing a gelion o
. Attending & rally or proteat @
i l Taking part in & strike E‘:i
Geing a mamber of a polifical party gf
o

Baing 2 mambar of 3 lrada Unign

QUK IADED

Being a member of 2 studeat union

o Baing & mamber cf 2 non-govemment

i organisatien which lobbies govemment fe.p The L ‘f‘
’I i Whdemess Society, Amnesty imematlonal,

| Grocnpeaco]

¥

g
0

Contacling & polilician orlocsl govemment
e il

Participatng in & Youth Parliamant E.’-?f

Bring involvad in a Yaudk Counil

SRR
KAC

Being mvolved in an erganisation which $ocks o
represent the views of young peopia (e.g- Young
Ausiralian Fural Metwork)

Young peopie aay that 1o be engaged in dom ocracy thoy need hings such as:
v infarmation;

s gpperunities to actively engags in demacracy;

v an idea aboul what can he achiavad realiatically;

v ospaces i which o mest and discuss; and

» o access to the internet, photocopicrs, cta.

What acsisiance or enpouragamant Jdg you' need. from governmen! 1o iake
A action about the fssues you feel passicnatc about?

Miew iceas

v Brisbang Gity Council has deveioped 'Visitle Ink', & wobsite which allows yound
gecple to have a say in the Cruncil's programs. The webaite contains intormation
about how young people can have their say, svants for young people finks to

ey

St .



resources and a forum through which young pecple can cxpress hair pinians.
The (rauncil has also provided young peaple with argas around Brisbane where
they can coms fogether o meet and organise activities and projects of interast to
them. Thase areas are accesaible 10 voung peaple and well resourced (see
!! !! !h !iainlﬂ -“ Lg! m L

v The Victorian Government pruduced a handboolk fur young peopie an how they

can crezte change in thelr communtty. The handbogk provides suggestions on
how young people can get activa on a praject thay fesl passionate about, and how

they can implement that prajeet {see v yenth vie.now awidis TP Sbookl odf).

v The Foundation for Young Australians is 2 aon-profil prganisation dedicaled kg
devaloning Innovative initiatives that support and empower young people aged 12
1025, The Foundation grovides seed-funding for ideas, preactively s2cks oo
funding 1o suppart infliaifuas and halps the recisients structure thamselves o
snsUTe long-tapm sustainability. Each year, tha Foundation managas & partiolia of
grants totaling about $6 million. At isast 25% of total grant funding is dedicated to
nifatives specifically designad to benelit yourg Indigenous Australlans (see
WWW.YOLIN r

Vfaliroitcan, J4milss; and‘ fnands p : géth
Iedfead ity domocracy® . RS

New ideas
»  The Youth Electoral Study (YES) found that parents are regarded by young
people as tha mos! important sgurce of information about voting. Television and
Nowspapers ars the next most lmpartani, howeavsar young poaple view thase labtier
sources with aome sceplicism.
i

What rofe oan, non-govemment.foundations. of communily- organisations play
in getting voutg pecpie avtive and invalved with democracy?

£

hlew ifsas
* Thelnspire Foundation (sse www.ingnirg.org.aul 1s a national noh-profit

teundaton whech aims to creale opportuniities for young Austrafians, principally
aged betweean 16 and 25, to halp themselies and others. The Fousdalion
acknowiedges that young people want 1o make a positive difference [n their own
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koS and in Thelr cOMMUNties. Young pecple are actively involved in the
devalnpment and delivery of all the Feundation’s inltlatives. Cne inibative,
‘BetMow’, is @ web-based service that will provide young geopls with infarmarton
and support on how Mey can beceme imvolved in issues or causes In their
community that they are paseionate about.

v YineWire Youth Services is a voluntear-nased, non-profit youth media and training
organisation which provices young people aged between 16 and 80 with an enline
forum throwsh which they can access infermation on a range of fopics, participate
in discusaions with other young people and become invoived in the exchange of
information with other young people (see wwwy.vibcwire.nat). Recent initiatives
irclude ‘electionTracksr (see www electiontracker,ngtfet/) which sent young
paople oul on the camgaiyn Lrail as reporters in the 2004 Federal election. Thcse
repens wars uillised by six radio stations, 383 and ABG naws.

F]'| +  The US Ad Council ia a non-profit organisation which producas, cisiribules and
o ' pramates public service carmpaigna an a range of issuca. A recent campaigr,

|| Fight Mannequinism’, focussed on improving yauth civic engagemont and voler
i participation. It invulved lelevision and radio ads aimad at getting young peoplc
involved in issues thay care about, volumesring and vating (sea

e fightmannequiniom. orq).

4 »  ‘Rack the Vaote' is a non-profit arganisation which aims to engage young people in
i ihe political process inthe Liniled States and draw attention to Issuos of ¢oncern

i lo youny people. || coordinaies voter registratinn drives and educabion eflons 1o
ensure young peeple exercise their riyht le vole. Youth culture is harnessed in the
promotion of its sampaigns, many of which feature high profile celebrilies inchitding
musicians, actors, athletes and comedians. In the 2004 elections, 1.2 million
p=oplz ook advantage of the organisation’s onlinc voler regietraton facity, and &
further 200,000 ragistared as apar of the Rock the Vote Bus Tour across the

cuwsilry (se2 www rockthevote com)

.



Svidelings for nagking 8 suiwniscion

There is N0 34t torm tar a submigsion to the committea. Submissions may be made using
the inquiry resporise form or in the form of a ietter, a substantial paper or a short
document and they may include appendices. Sybmissions may contain facts, opinions,
arguments and recommendations for action. The maost Useful submissicns are to the
paint,

The sommittes would prefer written submissions, but will alag accept sUbmMEsaicna oh
audio tapa. For writtan subrnissions, typed or printed texd s prefarable, though kegitle
hand-wrillen submissions are accepiable. Numbered pages and, for submissions in
oxcess of 20 pages, a brlef summary and a table of contents is aiso helpful.

Al submissions must include the name and contact details of the person making the
asybmilaslon. Thase making a submission on Sehall of an crganisation should indicats at
what level the submigsion has beon authorised {eg sub-commities, pregident, chair. etc.).

Public efficers may make submissions ag priveie indhiduals. However, if refarence s
made in a submiasion 1o their ofticial position. it should also be mads clear that the
submissian is mare in a privale capacity. Submissions frem govermmant depariments
should be avthorised in accordance with nermal deparimentat procedure.

Confeni and relevance
A gubmission may cover some or all of the issues raised in the respense form. [t would ba
helpful f submisstons ciearly statad which igsues are baing addressad.

The vanmitlee's usual procedure s to publicly release and 1abile submissions in the
Laglslgiive Asgembly. Mot all submissions will necossarily te published and'or tabled. The
commitles rescrves the right 10 not publish or table confidential submissions, or
Submissions which are irrelevant, contain scwrilous or defamatory materigl, or arc
olherviza not suitable for publisking. The committee will infomn you if i Jecides not to

arcept, or not o authorise the publication of, yaur submission.

Confidentiality

The committes allermpts 1o vonduct jts inguiries in lhe mos! open way possible. However,
if you beligya that yaur submission for pan of it} should not ba made public, clearly writa
‘canfidential’ on cach page and, in 2 briof govering latler, explain why your submisgion
should be treated confidentiatly. The committes will then considar your requast 1or
canfidentiality

Unauttorised Relcase

Cnca the commities recelves 4 submissicn, it becomaos comimittes property and showd
nat ba pubilshcd withauwt tho committoe’s authorisation. Publication of a submlssion
without the committae’s autharization means that that publication is not protectad by
patlamentary privilege and may amount te a contermpt of Pariament.

Al submisstzns shauld be sent to
__The Ressarch Oirector

‘Legal, Constitwrional and Administrative Review Commities
Parliarmem Houss, Gearge Strest
- BRISBANE QLD 4000
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Submizsions close on Wednesday, 30 November 2005
Extensions to the clasing date may be giver. If you meed moure thne o riake a

submigsion, or if you require further Informatien, contact the commities’s secretanal on.

Telephone: (07) 3406 7307
Fioe (07] 3406 7070
Email: [carc @ parliament qld. qow sy

Copies of thig paper and all other publications oy iha Legal ang Constiutional Commities

are ayvaitable on the intemet via the committee’'s home pogo at;
Hi ffiees/mgalre

j’f.-u v Therfile
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