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RESPONSE FORM 
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Too aim oIlhis "' 'l'Jiry 15 to make pra~lk::~1 recammendatlan~ 10 

incr"'rule Ih'" i1lere~t and partiooipatioo 0/ young p",ople in demooracYin 

QueemHand. 

TIl~ Committ~9 wanl~ 10 hear from I'OUmI P9Uf!lo .• , p,jfticular. ~boul: 

!\;l whal wlU work: 

if! whlll won't: am 
~ what Y9U wan! 10 co or explII"lQnc~. 

WQ vlOUld also ~ke 10 hilar from all people in Qu~Qnsland who havQ an 

;nt~ rost in youn!j pooplQ, or in YOUll\l PlOOpie engaging in domccfacy. 

ro h",ip you to think about. discus~ and r",~pond 10 mallef3 'eleVEnt 10 

the fnquify. we have S"'1 out below Gamo: 

1?, exampjes 01 31'"teOI00 SlJgQoSlad Of tried olscwhoro. 



EduClllionllnfomllltion 

It L~ ft1~ joo of the Eloctrval O>mmission Qu8en~laod (EeO) to 9I"11\(J'" that rooplo! 
enrol a'ld vote al elections. To do rtlis, tile EGO us<!s !lduc~Iio" and awa"HleS~ 
programs (lI.g. postcardi:, posters and school \Oi$Its), 

it) ~N,lji~~wtWi<:(i,'iM~f -'-" .. ··j;f~···i#i<'··-·-';~,~ 
l!lW:iUiig:~ifj;:~,i\~--:~;,?;,: .. ,_· -,::,,.-t/.\~'S;5ir:yljt~:.::;.<U::.,~:·;·<:,_:~ ';-:-.:<; 

New ideas 

I" 2003, E!wti<.>rl> C;.,nada p;>.rtnc",d with Cabl<> in th~ CJ""~ro<>rn Iu d~",,1op a 
119W votor lIducation program lot slUd!){l16, Including a oomest challenging pwplil 
aged 16 to 18 to create 3O-GOClln6 public service announcements O!l video teOing 
their peers why the democratic proceM and voting lITe important. 

nu, Untied Kingdom Electoral Cornmi$Sicn's 'Do Politics' aims b gel yoong 
!""'PI" jll"<.>Iv..u ;n dwnocracy. It m~y !N aGC9SSW at: www .daoo~tlcs.Co.uk. '00 
Poftics' conductil Mlr\(shops and Q\/tIlltS, and provides resources and lr~inng 
acrees the UK for young poohle. 

In "'ulltr3I~, the Youth E~loral SludV (YES) fotrJd Ilml "ome irx:enti~es would 
~tt~1 1\ fir:'lt "ate, YOIlI19 people said a la:< break or the use of rmmotion~1 mck 
co",cerl$ Vloukl W 11", "",si .. Heeli"" incentives, W the, .. w .... "Iso som. support 
for tIw notion that irx:ooUvQS should not 00 nawed as votlnQ Is a rv.poniiib~rty 
that comae with Oitizensh~, 

~ PVD?;.rOJN1'; :3h\iili.dL.h_<e Se.t- !Jp \J'\_::i(h.Qc1:~, !etf.Yj 
';er1./' (0 rZ;S,IcJe.r1U2- ,Iv COt11Mty'I.~\'C\15. 

Voter regi$t ... tion 

In AustriJIia, each person must ccmpl"!1I an IIrlI"orn<;lnt form to Hiigister 10 vole. 

Q ~'C<NId;!fi8, E.C9I'~~'il ~~i9"'·rx'Yf.i!.irig'-~fI>fo<'~lr:d' ani,~ 
If' ~fiwvo/M?, ' " ",!!, ,-- "'~', -' '_ 

tjaw ideas 
In ~Qm" couniri~s, ,e~islraIiOll;' do"" by Iht! government sa that pe<>pl" ani 
alrtanallcally registered when the~ reaoh IIOli"g age. An International report by 
Ih!) Irlstnulo for Democracy and Electoral AS3(stanGe, 'to!ilh Voter Participation. 
s"9~~jS BU\()m<'l!ir: r~~i~lr1\ji(ln h~ 1/", OO"..,.nmsot rather tllM it heing a duty of 
each p"rson 10 ~trol. 

Othm coontrics enable pDoplc to rDQister at a poi'og station on election day, or 
Q(I.~'\e_ 

In Canada, Election. Cimadii idllntitie~ pI1l)pia who haw turned 16 through 
intor:nCllion pro,,;dcd by, for Qxomple, the tax office and motor vehiole regimms, 
rh!! GIll!!! t:l!!c!orlli Oftic!!r writ~~ to 'Ilf!M ~I~ In ~~k IhAm to r.onlirm that they 
are el;g;bl~ 10 vote and consent to b\l'illg ir ... :ludHd ill thl;- n;otiQnal rli9ist~r. 
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Polling :lbrtions 
In 0UeeM1llna. pol~ng SI61IOt1S .. re IDlmly looatod in IIChoo!l; or r.alls aM i1Je OPttfl 
~ &m 0III'I('1 (;pYI. 

A ~<X>UIcJI/IfJEt.'OI .... fl i!.lltifitr~yOOhg~1o)_ c=tthri'.·~~ 

Ne", !dO!'M 

In fC'Ccnt CM3.dlan OJoClions, EI~ctJon& Canada introduc~Q' 1111,11", poll' i, Ioc .. toos 
to whlCll younQ poople nave easy access, SUl)h as near Iti,ldllnll,sldenws ~ r1<.l 

l1nivl!rdy neignbourhoods. 
• 

I., C .. nad.i, ~"'9 $tatj(>l1i afa open for 12 ho\ .. ~ 

(){Jl~'10I'\& from 1tI, AIIC11.!lan Ekl<;lo<ai Con"" .. ,,",," ... 1d the VChlUM Electr>ral 
Comm~~IOfI oo,,;)fVC(J clccU'Ol'lic ill~' in u... USA, UK 
Mld 1 ...... land IlfItween 2000 and 2002. dllhllGnt 

•• 
loOten /5t!<e 

""' 

, 

.~ I ".et" It ,...,...,.1 uI UI ~ '11<:\UI r ... , Senrliny of kt~ Md negul .. t~~ Oommo!\eo, 
Vid<Jti>l" EIIiC."lron;"; DII"'W(OI~)', COI1siOOred eleclr(>" ic WlIi"O I! f6!:ornmendf:d 
Thai Victorian GI9C~On8 SM~1d I'lOt b .. cooWclw r .. rnolaJy via ,,101 malio n Md 
commlJl\loali()nS t(l(;MCIoglOD In the near IUlum, but idlintlied 1h8 foluwif11il ktoy 
.dvl'llltac~s 01 IltmolflIIOli'Ig systems: 

easy ooceS$ IQ( lIilVe1lera t:If)Cl disollled pooplEl; 

prO'o'i:!ing an IIlctfocc fOf otMI W::tlllaklgl9B such as serw " '1I1Wm, B .. ~I~ 
OO!!1p<JMI~. m!lgn~"1fI or eRemslive dalil entry ~yc!ema: 

lIIowrng ror the ess.,. atId cheap (jOOibuDOIl of ba!Jol papers In Oin~~nI 
I>!"!J''''O .... : 

n~l>Il'IlhnAf'lll.~ pIOOU.!i'Ig; and 

&/:owing vot&tl! to access a WIC!e I'llrl!le 01 other infrnmOOOl'l 1'1'11110 COIl$i(I9ring 
an d casti,,!! l~ e .. '«lIe 
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Advilne. ¥otlng 
c.:f'T(I~.y tn auccnshnd, 11' you UII'1 vote at your ""lIllIst polling bootrt on !hI! da)I 
01 B ~~e eledion, !p!'lO/II ~ eIIn be mlffi k:tI you 10 castJOt' 'fOIe, 
such .. by ~ voting i1 I*$un or postil \Qing. Th_ optioni "(1 iIViIIl<IbIIJ 
., o.>nIJ $Om9 c:Irt:umI;;tanoos -for llxamPIO. l you; wll bu inlCISta\C on polling day; 
hallO I aeo~ Of can'l YOteOl'l N I 08:y ~U.!O! cf r8V.ous b6fief.l. Fodlll1tw 
tltarmtlliro, _1!!WW_MQ_g!d_ooy ~u 

~'I!'!d!iai 

.., lie I jJ( , pr\MaI YUIing is .. vailable to any eligible VOlwI' un I""'IW')L A I""f'KlIl mily 
apply lot p:1S1lII \/Otfng lOO' " IUnoo;~1:iII eIyc(joo, JO; il ~" poiflOCl Of l1miI Of 10< ill. 
f"""",, yfuc\iDn$. 

To !3Ct. lote V(ling. tile 313/11 goverr.ment could dec lare the M Y of" stale election 
Ill7>Jblle hoMilY or ~ch"dul~ M et...:;'ion fl)r .. day ether than a S"l:\..oday_ 

In /utUf\!, l electronic vctir'll .. "'9 kl ~ l-l1rodllc&d, for liXampt8, ~ nllGd no! ~ 
rlVW~~""Ylo haY," an 'ill!IC1lon !la:/. YlII11 all WIllS oust on mo eamo da." Vo~ 
oao.td talC, praoo, kl r e~o. OII<lf 0fI 'eKlctjon week', ,,--- --

Close cl mll" 
Currenrry. ~fl"'" ~!I'III! eIec!;o" Os CillItd. ~ h"v~ bwlWli.'" 5 ",KJ 7 <.Jays lu 
' ''!l;"u" lu .""", 

NIIW ideas 
Prior 10 the 2004 f/lderal election, the Sp&cial Minisllrr d State, Eric Abetr 
proJ:Osed that: 

11'1G .16CtOral fOI oc dalaXl to M W V01613 an ttlll day th ! 1I1«1101'l wr,~ would be 
I!;SUG<! (1J3lIal ly ltIe d/lJl1t11! alecliot'l;~ ~nI\OUI'lC!'d); 1100 

peopJ& wl$hiog 10 chan""ltwir er>rolmlln1 OOIa1\& De gtwn mrM d~ ID 00 IiO. 

This propOSIll <Id not prOOll1fd ~ ,( w;o.s nol wDll'JIWd by the ro:)I>oQOVi"llfl1eOll ,,"W!;. ".A ... d .... ' _ ._---_._ ..... 
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Fixed ~1~~litl " dAy 

In Queenslaoo, "',r, is no fixflld IIII!CIion dAY tor s tate e1eoU()'l3. 

A fi)(e(j ~l8dkm day MllIci ~I()w im flr<lv~d civics education COur501i, moQI·ijloot lons 
and olher 5Iritlagi .. ~ ...... oulagiog young peopl&'s .!IIO"-!)BI'MI'II with el6CtICIlS to 00 
~aMed ill aOVanc& (6&& MlNII·). For .. Xilmpk;!, ,,(ixild "'"dk:n dll~ WOo..id I)llow 
civics eduClltors 10 plan ar\C OOndUQI !hoir courses In para' OiI with an .~~"" 
CMlp.aig>. 

Q Dp'Yoo ~.~oJd~ ~}j_ii::~J6' f6aJJ(Jl'l tv.gtNl/m(rItIft 
" iri~lt.~*,h-edrill'm~?':--'-.:- c':, '.'., ,,' ~ , 

Np idll: .. ~ 

In DueM:'!i;o)nd. e~ lot 1II11Dca1 gcwemmell1 :lLlIMtftlK ar. gGl*iilv twill 
..... ery ,"" I"'¥! Qf1 tile ~ Sah.'bty ;" 1.I~.ch. 

\t ~\ 'd ).:...':i!. 

New voting system 

In <ruea\sIand," $V$k!m Qf optioMl p.ef!! renlial vdm!l 11 u$ed. A tact Sllei!t oboVl 
"OP\r 11; lIvahbki from: g«'!CQ-gld.g\!y."y. 

lJn.yw ~'9 ~ wcuIiI'btHjll!l"fljlk~ lXvote it I~ \'OMg $.v.:;~ 
lI'Oi'S.c;hiitJgedw·lbiiil ~~oO$ lu:rlll!l!,-Q!i:~~. "'·Pf'iJlcd1K ir:U~ 
!O .~ P60dlii krf _ .. Iihf11Y:.W_~J1i;t-#,Wcfiilif/.-.d 'h.i .. ' ~ ·~ .. m_ 
(Xlrli:Jtrlcn1? ...... _' . . ._:_-_-'.-.-_ ., . " . • 

NIl ... ide~~ 

ApPl!1ldix D cOI\I~lrt~ " rYvi¥i'J "~f'>io n of a paper pr~l"' .&d for M inquiry, Hands 
on PanlamGllt, by thQ L&!lll and Constitutional Comm ilt!)9 01 lne pM'lou~ 
PMiament. 11 prO'li(lc~ iIlIo rm ~tior1 abOUI our voting -=\'5lern anU way. it mil/lll bII 
chAnged 10 prolllde more C'1_s~y in condidotlls whO mlgnt be electQd, 

"". in Qu .... ""Ia!~, U\W V!Jti11t sy..:em in t h~ UK m~l"" ,\ ~,~ djftl(;ult le ! 
C::ItH:tda\EIS trom I7\i1\of panioi to \lilt t!leckd ~\ May 2005. 5OI7'Ie t.OO.OClO .""hoot 
stu0011S In !lie UK vote<! on 0 mod< eleclloll to coInciIW wjt\ the VOItlWliI!.;«;,crion s_ 
Ttv. ,;Iudf'nl.~ ""red 1o. tile 8Ciulll awf!d!Ues. The rcsuftS ShOwed \!lilt d'>O 
students WImIellfacted to p!!IrtiM which lllll cMdrria~son certaon~; IOf 
\,X4Im~, ~~nls ,1Iho f\lll pim.,un~ abouIlhe environrn ... ' ....... <'d Ior tnI! Green 
Pnny. Dcspito lal1in\l10 Ila ... a $lnglD cal1cida.le r8lUl~ on 1118 98f*aI e/ectitlns, 
!M Green PlIrty~K"ed 450U1 01 a 1IOSSJ)1c 349 5001S 11'\ ma mocII &illClion, 

P'oportionill 'i'P'<!l;",ntllhull VUI" I/, 'Nhictl '" ""ed 101' SeNlII\ ~lA choo ! in Au:! lrlllia. 
prolliCes grc(llcr oppo .,un~y for mir.or part"," tu wm >WiltS. 

~ < , -. ! 
---"'> :: .. ~~ . 
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Vu!inll a9' 
In Au$traila, YOY II'IIJ$I be 111 year~ 011:110 vom. Th~ mintmm Vllling ~ if! nfler 
COU1lrie! r~ngM from 15 10 21 

The nwumllm IlQf!6 sef by' ."" Ill'" 1nl oth", -llClWilies are listed in append'" B. 

t) :z:~~,~~~~~~~~~~ 
"" ~5 ftl;-"' ...... "'.~ .... JIIil_ ...... "!" ,OI!I'I', .• "" . , _., -• • 

NIlW Idpas 

• In '-'pr11 20Cl4, following 11 project on the a~ of eiockl'<l1 muprlly, Ih"lJniled 
Kingdom Ele<:lonl CommiS$lon r8COO'1 l11i111d9d that 1'h~ minimum ago lor allllvGls 
ut W'Otng in pubk alOCI Io(lS Ir1 fIG UK r8l'l\1in al18 YIlar~ lOt \'I Q tma bcf1g. The 
VI( Elec1c ral Comm!$Sion ~.IIcwever, lhIIt ~ exp«ledto IM'lder!&Iifl a 
lur.llel to/mlll ,a"-of !he minim,", >I(IIin!l8~ ..... ihio a ~mhef I ..... to_ 
}'111~. It ~".oaed Ih. ~twIl ... 11t> <>OnSide< inlialing " w;u." """""" '" u,. 
age of maj:)rjy. 

In 2000, a mpon 0<1 CMll\l'ng cociO.l ",!'Id lG9al lr1l'neWOlkS Icr)'OlSllg AusnIOO5 
10II'I(I !hnl, OOilpoo oome inlert51 in Ot'lIng more ;"vo!wtd In Ihfllr <;lY'nmunity >!nd 
in govomment ~ision-m~ kil'l\J prcw:"~~8S, y~ people were quit" reloclantto 
clam 1111'1 right and resp<lnsibililyo l h avin~ Uw vu'" yu"'yer \h." ~I "ye le. The 
ml'\'oMty (14%) 0( yOUrly .,.,opli InYQlwd in 1ffij ffiliQarch UIO IM at Inll)' WGfll nOI 
rva:ly ur IntW¥$lW In ~etllnlf In'lOlvGd In lorTIIO.l poIiIK:al PtOCO$OCs &UGtI as IIOtinQ 
~ n.y were l e. Their Dlltcntl agreed. with a majority (61"') 3OIJG~ 1hal 
~1.WI9 Dooplo are IlOI: metur. el'lOUijl'l e-NI no! iI\I~t!d In ...o1.ng before!l'l!'y 81'11 
111. ana !he.1 )IOU'lg pellplot ,.,der 18 ne.ve odler pleMJJe5 to eonlMrll am contetd 
wi!!\ {MW! (",.M5OI1. Fl1z98raW and !'Ioch_). 

Cun ')l1M;ury 0'0!i0g l'Ia~ IntroduCGd 11'1 Q1.lOO/'IslM<I ifl1914 ano. Dy 110 
Cornmonwaa~ In 192A Reeearetl by Milncr (publrn-.od In CMe Literacy: How 
InkirmtK! CItIzens M1Jkc DemocracY WOIK. Univer~ ity f're~s 01 N"..... England, 
H4I10~tlr, 2002) jndic~1M thllt \he elleGt '" ;"trodo""inlllni"l'lpl,l~try v"'i~!J in 
Auatral,a w~~ In hring ~boot a 23% ovarall incr .. ase in Wli09 

'1(. (S (Ol"'pJI.'G,;:L ____ _ _____ _ 

EduClItJOfI In "/lOOk; 

In O\llXlll$lano~. there ill no subjeol cBled 'l:iv1:3 educatiOl'l' or"Ctael'lRlllp 
education'. Pnme<ylll1d ~ry MI ....... ta.lnm i'Oboot demor.l""Y, incWn3 
p~r1l11meN, (IOvemmenl and "'~lion~. ln ~ nUlnWT ufdiff1l,,!fl: ''''!live ... 5tuWnl:o 
aI~o ilXPi'J)fn(.'V dwnocracy I1 SCI»<I I. tor e)(3mple IhIC>Ugh o+:x;tlons IOf ElChooI 
counc. IIIE1mll8rs OO<l/or sch~ leaders. 

I"'cI.oc .. l ~ n _botJ t d"mo~r,."i' 
AddIM"'~1 Cd~~liooaJ OppOrlunlli ~s r,leVI\nI 10 democre-cy inrJ...:1iI 

, 
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v~ltS j() th e Quoorn;land Parl ~m.mt , o r \0 a fig"",,,t s.itting 01 iliA OL.!~n3l8l1 d 
ra,1iamerl1, IInd edUOlll lOl'IIll lICliYiTieS proviOOd bv f'artiarno,,'~ary Ed.:<:al iM 
S<'rvico!s: ~nd 

ok'JC\oral OOlJCalon actl v!ti a~ CCooucl"tJ U)' lh " AU $t,,,li ;m EI&etOl'RI CommiBs iOll , 
:loch ~3 3011001 VISit:). 

Fo'teact-s 
~ fkiw;~,yror,$,~,.~d"i:~;~,,!,~P.i'~~ aM)ccrncVt , 
I!' Ho~c;cu!dStuiJifflu;I.iIll .liilr1(~Pfvplii¥1to~!JiiltUle~/ " .".' " 

NOl'I jQ"ea~ 

In prOOlliou<. i"'lLJiriIll!l , thfi Leg&l lInd COOstlutio nal Commlttee and t/'Ii lil gai arK.! 
Consfitu!lcnal COIT'f11 ittH'S ~ tM "gt~ !IIlcl 5ah PB.r~ament' /lDVO milOe 
r""O!Il mlln<Jautll .~ iIbou t clvies educMioo in QU"",,sl lWld, l:limiiM 
rooommOOdallonl llallll bJeIl m .... by n,,.,y olfle. AuUf,.sw. bod;esin recent 
)Ie.lrn. A lilt 0/ 00lT\EI 01 .. _ rllCO!l"JTlolllltio,,,, ;" ~ QUI ~ app&f1d1 ~ C. 

The t"..n .... rrutinnal centre Of Weslel'n .... "mrall:! W!I!l elltsbll8nEKl to $/lCOU' '''!I'' 
peqo:& of .. 1 a~ 10 INm lIMut the WMlam Augtra~QI'I pollld S\I$I8n1 ar'Id now 
10 ... 1ivvJ~ p;i l!i;"'~ in ~. IIQ/ta ,s a..p¥ on !be CMoo.tlMion amtooOOC1$ 01 
dtti' MSnip and pol~ l:ol history. T1w Etoctora l Educ.'ll,on ('AIllIte ~ IOcIIIeC wilhir> 
1tlC ~amc COITIj)I&x. aM prcMOoS intvractiw pr~grim§ d cwng ~ to e ftSllI 
vote, <Mc.'ove r tPiG o rig IN 01 domoc racy a nd und8~to.nd ~w Ih" 'IOtinS sy!~ 
.... -"h (""" WW'II'_"ontre,WA goy QufiJOOl/,Mtm ), progromo, prGCIOllted In .... y. 
which ""'gage yo ung peop le, 8r~ RIMl conducted lor 301'1001 &tUdOnta viSiting !I'll! 
C"",lre. T~.d'~ r rll$OIlfCt ~its complemen t """h progfllm, Ae~ouroe bO](03 on 
various topics ara aVilhilble to IIch""l~ in r~llot", a reas, In Ild rlitlnn, "8 
GOI1stitutiol'l<li Contro fill!) dE1'l()lop£ld an '()u( R",,,,,,h Pruyrolm' wh ich invo l ~e~ "­
I\I'tlll<l-rl< ot 1oe81 ~Je in rurel an d romolO ar~s of W &Gt9tn Australli ~OVid~lg 
P'O'J '<lmS 10 51LJdenta In. tMs<! """"--,, Some ~ms a lO cpooitlO 10 l ~ dlgGrlOO s 
communities. 

A Civic:; al¥l C. IlCfW/'tlp E<lIC3Jio."I W(lO&lte {which ~$" p!.-.1ous 
~nn!l Ottmoeracy w«ISileJ IS 'AM:W,ciuics3nocillm.oclll,c,9!l!,i!!, 

'Kids Vo~ USA' b: it ".!lunal no"-p-Q/i, noo1llllliMn OI'j)aniUt~ ltIat leachcG 
~tWcnlS atlOII1 CRlZ&tl$hIP. CfVic rllB pooniib~tIy, OOmocracy and pO!wl 
p"rh:': '~I""" , Togctllle/"""In clDs:ll'oom m:tivitlet , stUllllnt' ~ pI'O\"NMl with jln 
opportunity 10 CMt 11 '1(1r1s Votin\l' be iot on II lect lOfl day, and thoy....ca on \h(r 

samo cand icMilw IlI1U i1i'rN~ loi adul\$, In ~004, 15 m, liM students tu rrnl O O<Jl to 
'o'Q1O for pr~ldOntla llocal and statQ carl~dall!s , Arilai with a Kid! Vo'Ir., O 1Jf',A 
fli'o.~rllm h~v~ l!I1 owec a voting rate lor raQi1ltcred 18 yaar oIds wh ich i~ 14% 
r.;gr..r Ih ~ n f"" ""'l"I-fl lll'lir,ii"JI tir"l() M~~~. SM '/fWW kidsyol ioousELorgl. 

As pa~ oIl~ C Kiot VOthg' USA $91VicQ, 'Doub laCld Oillllocrro;y' (see 
www kfdlyol l!1gllU prgrUQIJljifjlrii.n.'l", ;jv a;;Oi VIM dGvalop9d 10 IC~'."" sl",j ,.nl$ \() 
partbpa~ '" an .tu!h"",,!ie uotino " qlM t!1'IOI! usi~ ~ ~ IIIIlt-baSGd VOIiI'l\l syelem, 
Tllil OIlrno 1I3C:ll!.; '~IJIi(.'lI", n,Q ~anddates am i!;5lJ~ 1I(it1ltl< VOM to/, al'ld IlfOVIdc 

• 

• 



5tJoNnt~ .... i ~, pra<::tice ballol8 ..t11ci1 have I nks 10 candiOOlO biogrOij)h it$ MC! OIher 
r8SQ(J/'OO$, Aboot 35.000 $(\l6ents participated <i<ring tM ~ Pf"Sidenliill 
elootions. 

"'oorl$ N2 Pol~ictl' Is a U$·b3Sod wcbsile which offers young people an 
cpportunity 10 participBle In CllscWlsilln forurrus 00 topics such as lhEt economy, 
foreign policy, genl!1af po~hcal i$&UK, animal~ and ttllil en~ronmQOt. Provision le 
11.00 madoio IQ( ""'"'"'!O PiOJIIv 10 c:onlrlbllte to dlGOUSS!ons U"IdOr Il'Ie oo~lMr 01 'left 
wi1g char and 'righl win~ oamor' . See WWWllleOM<:t;oiK'qcom!l<JOI"'Y' 

~11k:31~ 

Thy 2001 Yotrog A!.r.;,\r.U411 a t ltIo YeClt, H!ql Evans. IIII.s ~~Ied flllll YOUl'l9 
PElOPIc lcel 00\/1 O<A of m.lnslfeem ~r1y po'ilic.~. 

'fh.Q tomer ClueeMl;md Slato YC>UlII AdVisory GoIrc;I told the commrtlM tllat , .... 
Iccueo ~ddro'l-3ed try" poI~tt;el ;.t!"i!'Is. parti<;ur...riy ~t ", .. ,Iiuo, Ikllt<, "' .. Uul"~ ICIlwtJ iJ)' 
those relllV!lnt 10 alMr pt!opll!l tJ'Id 00' ageing populatioll. 

N •• w isj!@ 

Dt Ariadne Vramlll!!, ' illdur", ~ I 11'\/1 University 01 Sydlllil')'. r"earct1on VWng 
~!e arII1 po./iIics She Wfile$ that, 'Th .. ""'" a,,,,, cl par1il::ipatlcn tl\al remains 
low \or young~. and InocIeed 10r mOS1 Aus.'f3li3ns. ill momb$f$lip 01 DOIuaI 
~. Ra1Jle< !hun ItlD01'lng PllrtYmembarsnip di!cine M ap8l/'oy. ""' 0:rf1'1 III 
sootIrN I6IlIppeftling porit .. .>!! rwt~ have becom". An" it is ~ to P'o,llors Iu 
inYnllll!l a n ...... get"l, .lioIl. TIi$ mig" ,." IN by way of lonnal meml)Gr6l'11jJ: 
inslQad, ~"'$ miQhl OO/l61Al young poople on iGsUG$ re~vanllo Itl/III~' (~M 
l/rolllGn). 

In Ir,., US, 1\ nationw;.j$ $!lJtly 01 youth .. II/tud<is kll.llld th ~' young people were 
acti~ in iI",ir communitl9s bur nOl concerned about poti'ic~ ..... 3 an OUlcome 01 
that ;tlldv, a str:llc~y QdOOled 10 re-eoooecl youth tn Mmoo::r~r:y I~ th~1. ~''';"o 
clce~OI'1 cllmpsign", Ih ~ mflrlr.. clfe' YOOlh-mod<.!catOKJ c;>.mjj'I .. lw <l<lI.l .. lw~ I~"" 
N~Um~ Assodillion QI Sil(: , & lilfill~ of Stlll/). 
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PoIllicianG 

Maly research .studies in Auwalin and inlorMlio1laHy r<Noni tM.1 young poople ar9 
cyniCal about the beha~imx at politicians. 

<i'iHow can', pdfitlOOi:ls mcrn:;ofves -rostofC iIlcfalth of young people In 
Kt dMIlJCmcy7 

NA'H id"l'll 

Dr Arta.dne Vrl)rTl9n says (ha1 poKtlclans onty ooo; iool young p<jOpllil whlKl th~y 
prosont a problem: that young people tend to bo talked about rather (I'laO talked 
with: and that young people's perspectivea are rarety i1cluaed i1 public debate. 
Ck Vromen 5"!J91"St. IMI wh;!l;.'I """,dM i~ direr1 Bvid~nce ot youn<;l ~aple'3 
~xp8"enws ""d af\JUm""l~ based on such evidenC<!! (M~ VrCo"r'",n) 

111 th .. Unillild $ta19S, Canada and too UnllOK1 Kingdom, wher .. vming isn't 
compul.sory, 11 has been shown lhal contaot w~h pcltleal plIrtkls and candldal9s is 
an impor1anl element of 'get-out-the-vtlte' Slrat(lgiE:S. FQllowinO tha ~J' 8r~ish 
general@leclioo, the UK Eledoral Cnmm'Mion idMtli~d a lack 01 cNwa~~il1lJ by 
pnlili(;iM.s ~s ~ lik"ly rM.son lor dissE\lis/lldioo (Md low tu'''''"I) Nn""(J "r"I·lme 
"Q\er~_ 

------ --- - -~-----------
-------

Being h~"rd 

Wh~ young people may be turned aft pcMit;,;s a5 it wrrnntly Of>"'~le~, m""y 
stud,," and ~urveys haw found thdl young P"'XJI~ ar~ very int~(v:il...cl., polit;'dl 
issl1\lS irTlportarJI10 them. The ct\allen\le tor Qovernments Is to eng~ge with young 
people, and the tirBllhing that)'OUllO people say i~ thEtt they want to be heard. 

jj:J Have you uood any of 1he government opportunities I(l voiCiJ your opinions 
J!4. 8bout j'l.~U'M? I Jnw IlfMr:liv .. W~~ I/? 

• 



N""'2a., 
In Western Auatlllt-.II, IM ClW..II A"'; c,tilenship Lk1~ in the Departm&l'II.ol p,~ 
1In~ Cal.>inet aims kl enh~ democrilcy ill Ulal slatll\t"wyI, cl""c$ Wuca1lon 
and too I'ftI'OOtkm 01 'in lICIiYlI clr:rzenry. The goal i$ 3 community .... tJCItl all 
Western Auslra iOM are YQIIJOd sa oiIizen3, wh~re they pllly 8. aigni/lr:3d milt ., 
setting policy prion'!ie..~ ~I'I(! whefelhey h~ sr.ape the na\ure ci 1h6llf sociel'j (we-. 
""'" .dtizen§Cj'I [JQ ,W!-goy.!""'. 

Or Ar~drm VrOlllOl1 ~ tMI, 'VOOIl!l people have 11 t:IrOGd ~ at 
CC«W)1TIjc, sooral &nO poI'leei e~",,' andi!ull_ Med !o 'cfN.Wo indusiol. 
10fmS cl !)O""e'I'MCe tba' re«>gniMt and build upon o U",.m\ ways of "~ 
comrmr "lie!l. ~ in~' ".-llo r"'tIlIl kl 'fOIMl!l1JliOOPlot rno:tre. anIIyao.:ng 
~s dM;o,",v vklws aM expvllanec£ need to be ~rticutltOd in .,.medic.' t~ 
VrmIQ'l). 

~--

Ncwkff.as 

In 2003, tlw Commil:looo!Ol Chl dfwo ana: YOU!l9 Poople .."as InvlMe to panJclpal& 
in au:mmilt9<;l !gr tM l19;oeklQln&l1l of a sportS and rOCl=!Ion lOCAlly iQ.r)'OO1lg 

poo'JI9 DfI ?i:ltm IslanCI !r'I Nonn QU()$rIGI<lIld. I he Commis~iOn !J1Idflrll~8d IN 
impor.ar.oo of the ccmmmee a3kng )'OlJ111 people WM! fMy WM"lIed ",., i.""" Ifl 
tor the Comm,:s~ wllft nOl "'0 mllch "'1low 00 we involvt> childl~ in rh, iY.i1dif19 
of INs fi1CiliIy"buI ratoor '1low do IW gfll 100 {il.dl~y fhv "";(drvn lI'OInI ?~ 

102003, In Parramana In Sycr.&y. 1I Youth Jury presooted)'OUl1g geople with 
proctic31 opportl,A'lllies to lOo-m and discUM the di\lf!r'Se i'1J<oJre:s~ and Ctlnil6IM 01" 
wide VlIriety 01 )'<lUng people acm~~ IM P~I"l""m.atta '''!1''''. P.ll1Oc1paMS 5l111''Id 
"boul learnworl<, rK!9O!lMPoo sk~ 1!; and Ihv puw..r:s uj \PJ1i<"" mwlll. rh"_DIYd 
biIIn to fom1 fn lirtil: llloommantlioolli 10 IiUpport the noocs 01 11'18 coIl«dYe 
youCl cl ?arramalla. 

The aim 01 thv Youtn J ury wall 10 aasisllI'lIn bridgflO rnc<w i'ltoI~ ;lI\Il 
culllral di".ror.il!y ornong \'Otrlg people <>I PartalMl\l!.. 

Th& reootnmcnClationll at cnc Y«m JUfY were ain'.8d at key (IIl\I8'I'MI!fI1 III'Id 
OO,'M1OOq OIganiMtiDllS at Pal1'lll"~I!R. 

-_ .. _--------_. - - _._ ... _--

- - _._---- _. --_ .. _--
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Taking action 
VOUllg poi'Opl~ WEnt to be acti"'ly iflVOlved in dO!mocracy. Voting at O!lecth ns ~ only 
one way ot billng Involvoo in a cWmocrlltic society. 

~ Whiclnx thrdoilsming .ctJvit~ luive Yo£Icimisd Q!.J~,&,~~yo~ liMID can'y 
10 our? " '. 

Ac:livily 
11"". don~ Woul<1~k .. lo 

Ne, ><) do (~or"l 

V"h"'1e~ring d 0 
Initiating or pan"'ipalin:g in a lXai youth proj oct ttl lA 
""MUOO rn "'fII"n.;l a p"'V~cn r;;{ 0 

Attending a rally Or protO"t '" cO 
Taklog part in a .trt"~ C?! ,V{ 

De',". a member of a PoIilical P'r\)r W :yj 

8e<1lg a rTiQmt>G. 01 a tradQ un;on lif :.=J 
• ci 9 8e ;ng . """mbe, '" ~ 'l L.dent uni"" 

Beil1~ a momllCr 01 a notI-gcv<>rm>en! 
organiMtion wNch Iobt>ies go,em,,,,,,,! [e.Q. Tn. 

',f Q' 
W ld~. S"'~' AIm •• <;> "'_._, 

Grocnp~acol 

Contl:lC1;11\l " poLfcilm or iocltl ~mmMt 0 0 
o,-",ocillo, 

pani<:ipa~ng in a YOUlh P~ri;rnonl ,-1 U 

BR"'!.! invnlv~d in " VOl oltr Coucr1l ri ,-) 
100"'0 inv,*",d J1 ~n GrO..,,,,:.tiQn whIcfl ccc~~ \0 Cl '" '~pr."ent jIj " vi_, of yOlJ"~ ~opI~ (e_~ YOUI1g 
AU$1raian Rural Ne\wQr'o;) 

Young peoplO say tl1at \0 IJ.e engal1eO in dcm (lCrocy they need tl'lii1gs SlIch as: 

",formatoo, 

opportUl'llllBS 10 acllvllly IIngag9 in dOOlocra~y; 

II~ iMII about what clln b& lIChiev&d rell1i3lically; 

space. ill which (0 rnwt and d~cus.; <rod 

accQOS to trm Intemet, photocopiers, etc. 

~ What ilsS/slanC9 or llt1oouragem/.mt do yotl00OO (romgovwtlfJffil 
Rl acrbn about the issue~ you feelpasslonetD about? 

NAW i""as 

Brfso(l.M G;ly GOI..looil M~ (!eveKlped 'Visible InW, a wobGito which i\lb\'1S yoo.lr10 
people to h~v~ ~ MY'" 111", r,"" rY.~'~ prng,&m~ The: ",eoslt& contaim ~tormatlon 
~ bout mw )'Q ~lg p~opl~ "aI111~W (h~ 'c ' iay, &vent~ fo .. YOlllg peop'~ link~ to 
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,{)(lourcos and (I rerum through IIotl Klh younc people oon ()}!pross ti'lOir opinions. 
The {'.auncil hll~ "I~" pmvidOO yomg pe<iple whh area~ "round Brisb81le where 
the~ CiII1 COOl<il tcgIJtlllir la mwt "lid Of\Jani~e actjvjli~ and proj...::ts of interest to 
tlwm. These areas are aooesaitJle to young poople and well f9GOUrcQd (sw 
\WiW.yjajble=ink oa(l. 

The Victori~l GOIIIIlTnl..",t pru<!<.JC...J ~ lIanUboo~ rwr )'Oung piKlpie an !JQW they 
OWl creatg change In their oommunlty. The halldDook providoo Gugg~" 01'1 

Mw young people can get active on a project 1I10y teel passionate abOut. and how 
tru.y C1In implement that projl'ct ( ... "" .......... W!.th_v"_fl<))!,ay/ndt.a)'PSbQq!;;3 cd), 

T~ Fooodation for Young Australians i5« oon-profit organisation d....ocaled to 
devalQplng Innovative Initiatives thal support and ampower young poop'" a~ 12 
to 25, The ~OUllClalion providea aeed-funding for ideas. proactiVely seck~ co­
funding kl.'Wpport iniliall\l6s md heJp.~ the recipient~ ~Imcturethems"'files to 
"". u,<>I<>ng-b;l rm ",u~tainaoiity_ Each )'<'af, th<> FOUldation m"" Jlgas a portInI;" 0/ 
grWb;; totalil1gilbout $6 million. At h;last 25% "Irotal ~r<Ult funding ill dedicE.led to 
fnlllallYes specWicaUyOesigne<J to benelk young Indigenous Australians C_ 
www.V<lUngalJ§lroljMSorgl. 

-~~-~--~--

--_ ....... 

New io;\eJlS 

The Youh Ek>ctoral SttJdy (YES) fOlKld that parents ar", regarded by young 
people <IS Ihg most important ~ource of information abolJt voti",y. T...twisi«l a.nd 
newspapers are tha next most Important, however yoong poople view th~S9 latt .. r 
SOU"CCS With 30ma scepticism. 

'"--- ~-------

------

ID What rote csn.non-Qovemmem.fol.llld:uf= .. ·~commuDltyQryaflisalions p{;iv 
I!& in gettinO younQ people aa/ive and Ihvof<ed Mh demoi.":/"tlCY7 

New idr:~' 

The ins,:Ji"e f-ollldation (8ftB ) .. MW.iMP'W pm,au\ I:! a nattonal non-profit 
frnl1ld<\troo which aims to cre~te opportUl1iti~ Ior young Australians, princ~~lly 
ag...uootwl/.m 16 and 25, to hlllp th .. mselws ~nd others. Th" FOLJ<\d<o,l iul 
acknowiedges that young poople wnnt tC make ~ positi\lo difference In thGir OW~ 
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Ives (lOO in ,oo ~ ~O)fTWI\tII'Iilies. YOUflg ~I .. arll ..,;lively Invotv~d in the 
d"""nprr'lllni1MW delvery Of 1011 the Foulldation's i1t1atllltls. O~ Int'ati" .. , 
'ActNow', is ii. woo·bawd !eMe& thal wi. prQvide yD!ll1g o&oplo ~111 ilTormallon 
and £upport on how IhWY~!II1 W<;(.tmll involved in iseue~ '" elUU! in IMir 
cornm lt1ity th(ll lhcy 31Q ~s~lonate abQut. 

The US Ad CtllllClI b a nOf\-glol~ org;n'sation wnIUI prCOJl:9$, clil ltiWIot. and 
p,omotM pobl io: I';ervi:-.a ~.ampaigM on ~ fling<! Of ISGIJCO. A f&eEl" camQiigJ, 
'Fq,' Maror,.;,quinlsm', focussed 00 i'llproving yo.rth Gallic (lr'l\l'Olgemorn arid yowr 
participation, Illrwulvll'J Iwltwis;';', iIr1d radio,,~ ,;ml)" ~i getting yo~mg people 
inVOlVed in Issu<'l~ thG~ C91' aboIJI , volIlf11eer~'y lol"d voting ($OUI 
www1lahtmanncaylnmm,QCQJ. 

'flock 111", Volft' I ... ~ fIOI\ ' pKlf t Ofg!lllislltiOO whioh aims '" onoage)'CIJrIll pwplll in 
Ille pDiilica1 prooeu i ~ tM lI"';t!h1 Stilt .. " 3nd drllW IIt1MtIOn to r,SI.c.l ~ COrK:Grn 
10 yo ... y ~""i'i w . 114'OO, (li rlOl~S vO(er (~~t'~tio n ,y;,"""S And e<l1JCllbOn et1o,..lI1O 
a1WIO 'IO~ PiIOj;Ile UtrolM (h"" ' iytot IQ \l'<Xe. Youth wltur,,", llall'lo!s:ted In tile 
P'OJ'I'IOIlon (J/ iI'$ C(llTIpa/gl'lS, mllllY Ql wM::h t~al ... g h>gh ..,.-oflj' eeletJriles itlClo""'!1 
tnuSK:I4.'\3, actols. aInle~ ~Ild comodl.1l1J;, In fh(I 200'l glec;lion1i, 1,211 ,dlion 
p!OJIII! loot: AdvaflltlOt 01. lhe OfgIlIJl3abo(l'G onllnc YOl&r r&giGlra:lQn taeility, w lll lt 
further 200,000 r~,'<f"rM M "pilrI of IhfI n ock me vOle 8lIQ TOI.Ir aeross 1hg 

wllnlry (w ..... ..,..,.. roc!<!heyoHl ccrn) 

.. __ .... -
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CjIl.iJtlC",l.5 fnv .....aRC>\£) "~lifJlM.L<:.~f.o .. v 

TheM is no Mt form tor 8 submission to th~ committee. Subm~ions mllylle made using 
lhw in(juKy response form Of in the form ot a letter, i. ~ubst;lntial paper Of a sh(rl 
doCUment and Ih .. y may incloo9 appondicoo. $ubmissloos may contain facts, opioiorni, 
arQ"urn<lnis and recommendations for ilOtion. The most useful submiSsions urc to the 
point. 

The oorrmittoo would prelerwritten submiMions, but wi~ also aooept submissions on 
audio tap"_ For written submissions.1yped Of printed text is preferable, Ihoogh ""gible 
hand-"1ilten slbmissions arl/ acCtlpl~bl ... Nurnb<!r..d ~"ge. and, for submi~sio<,s ~l 
I/XClISii at 20 pages, a brklf summary and a table 01 contllnts Is also hGlpfLII. 

A.~ submi$sions m ... ,,! includl/!hi llillI1e and contact OOli1i1$ 01 tOO p9".an making !he 
""ubmi56Ion. Thoe9 ma.klng ~ eL/bmi8sion On beh&! at an organieal!on mould Indk:at ..... t 
wnnt level the submi:lsion has been authorised f~ sub-oornmrtte6, preaidoot, ctlflir. etc.). 

PublicoffiCern may make submissions as privat() individuals. However. ir relel'enoo 16 
made in El SU~miMion to 1i1eir offidal posilion, rt ~hould alOO be made clear that 11111 
"lIbmi..sim i. marl<! in a priv1\le c"P'lchy. Sohmj~" inn" from Qovemmllnl depa.rIm .. nts 
shou!c be IIlrthor;,;ed in accordance with normal depar1mental procedl!re. 

Cont..nl and relevance 
A subrni~sioT1 may cova,. som~ or ail "llhe is.u"," raised illl,~ ",spuos~ rorm. I1 would be 
h~!pfiJ if SUbmisilOl1S c!ear1y sla100' wh;ch iiSUGS ar~ bghg addre~oo. 

Th" ~""~nltl",,'s u'Hml procedure is to publicly relea~ .. and lable ~LJbmis~ions ;"Ih", 
L\lql~all'Kl AssElmbly. Not all submissions win naceMari/y bQ pub!1shoo and/Of tabloo. The 
DommiMee f"CSIlIVIlS the ri9ht to not publish or tablo confidential submi~sions. or 
~ubmi$$ions 'o\1'1ioh are irrelev~nt, contain SCUlrJJOU3 or defamatory material, or arc 
olheMM not .w~able for publishing. The committee wiM inform yau iI ~ d&:":ide5 nollo 
1\cc"pt, Of rIOt to authorise lhe publication 01, your submission 

Confidentiality 

The comm~lee aliernpts 10 c-ondJcl'ls i"quirle~ '" Ih .. ",uSI 0;0 .... ' W;ty """siWe. HOW9V"', 
~ you W~\lV!O mat yaur sutJmlsslon (or pan of n) shoiJd not Oil madll public, clffar1y writ(3 
'confidential' on each pa!i<l and, in a brief ooverrrog Iottor, axpla.in wny yoor SlJomission 
ohculd be treafoo confidantilllly. The oommittee will then coMider your reqlJilllt lor 
oonfiden!~IOy 

Unaul~OI"i5ed Re[e"se 
Ono .. too C(lrnmittw rocffiv .. s a sutlmissioo. it oecomas ecmmfttff~ proplirly and shuuld 
nol bEl publie.hod wilhaut 1110 committeo'S aUthOlllation. Public(l1ion (]/ a submlsslon 
without Ihe committee's avlhorii!ation me~n~ that that pLtllication i~ not protected by 
parliamentary priv~ige and may amount to a contempt 01 Parijamo:nt 

Research Olroctor 

Constltu:ional and Aani1istrMve Rel1ew CommlMeo 

House. Georgs Straet 

OLD 4000 



Subml"''''iom, close on Wednesd~y, 30 November :2ons 

EAten.ions to the closing date may 00 ~v", I. 11 you n,,~d mur", I"" .. to n l ;tk~ ;t 
submission, Of if you raq LtrEl fur1h9lInformatloo, conlact1he committee'S secretariat on: 

T"'~n"'; (07) 3406 7307 
Fax: (07)3406 7070 
Emllit !cele ~palti"mer.t.qkj.()Qv.all 

Cupies of this pap<;ll" and all om PlIblicatlons by thll L<.gill and Constitutional Cocrmittw 
are a\laUabte OIl the Internel via the committeo's homo pn!lC at: 
WWWparliamentaldgoYPllffiommjtleeMecQlrevhlm 

Ag~ (npliooaIJ' 
~-, ..... " , " , .'.' 

Ad"!"f"~'. \.' ." ....... 

Conta,::t (&,g DOone r"II.Imber)· 

EmaJ, . 

, ' 
,j,-:)v\'r::') 




