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yo~r voi.u 

The aim of this inqui<)' ~ to make prO'dical recomrr:8I'10atk)M '0 

incr",,~ ~ the in ler~~1 anrl participiltil)r1 of )'O''''g peDflIe in demccrllcy in 

Oueerulland. 

Th~ committee wanlS 10 hear from yOung PIlODlg, in particular, about 

SI wn'lt ~ needed in Quee!1&1and; 

<r< what will work; 

:$l what won~: and 

~ what YQtJ want to do or experience. 

Wo would also ~e 10 hear from all people'" Queensland Ylhe have an 

mleresllil yOung poopje. or In yown<:! people engaqlng In dl>mocracy. 

To help J'OU to think ~brnjt, di~r.u .• ~ "nd re~pond to mattars .rele'va~1 to 

the ;nqulry. we h~vft Mt 001 below some: 

c..~ examples ot stratS9iea sugOeGled or trred e!seWhem, 



Educalionllnformation 
It is tile job of the Elec\Oral Commission Queen~IMd (f'(jQ) 10 en~lJ(e that peopl<'! 
enrol p.,n<t \lot~ at eloction~, To do this, the ECQ uses education and awareness 
programs (e_g. postcards, )XJsters and school visi~). 

~~?~l4i:f6¥t:8(',OI~'fJ[IfM>iiIf.j~1i.i;:it#,~:,~"l>;$i;ig~(~-'M.iijj,;, 
I!l ~g~i:;.\·-·,ok,~r0d:;'-'?,~,:;r',',S:0'~Jj~";'}i:,':'i',: ,'f-" " ;~/;'i:' '';! :'/ 

NQwJdeas, 

In~, Fl"'lion~ C<.nada part""rgd with CabI" i" Ill" C~sr"o", to """''''''p " 
IWW voter OOUcat.iOl, progr~m for sll.1<Mll~, including a conl!)!!t chall';lnlliny pwop(e 
aglld 16 to 1 a to cr6at¥ 3O-socond public Ge!Vice announcements on Iiideo telling 
(Mlr pears Why the dcmoornfio pfOCe(lG and votmg are rnportant. 

Th& United Kingdom Elect","1I1 Commission's '00 Pol~ic!l' aims 10 get young 
people involved in democracy It may be ac:c~ss~d .d: ......... duwitics.co.uk. 'Do 
F'oitics' c(W1ducts worksl,,¥, .. nd "Vl!f1t~, and provid9S r~OI.Irc .. s aIld tr~lning 
acfO!lS the UK for young pouoPla. 

In Australia, the Youth Electoral Study (YES) 1000d Ihal som~ irtCenlives would 
attract a first ~ote. Young peapi<'! ~aid a 1; .. b,...,~k or rh<-! "'"''' nl rromotional rock 
r.nrc"rt~ """"" be Ihe mo~t effocti\le inamtiv~s, but mll,.", .. ~s also SO<)l~ suppt 
tor lhe notion that inclllllivlI5 .I,ould not be notWsd as voting is" responsibility 
that C"OmeS with dtizijnship. 

6 ;"Z.:-. 

V01er ~i~tralian 

In Austrlliia. each person must com )ll~t~ an ¥~ro lrnelll fur", 10 l..gi>c~ to vole. 

N .. w~a~ 

In ""m~ cnuntries, registration is dOrJe by thot gowrnrTl¥'1t '" that p60plv are 
autornatically l"9i.ter<ld IMlI/l1 tiJ .... lijach voting agll. An intllrnational report by 
thQlnstilutll for Dllmocracy and Electoral /\ssistan~e. Yout" Vow, PilIIicipaliol!. 
slJgQests automatic reglstrafkln by the gov!!rnment rather than it being 11 duty 0/ 
eaCh pP.l"~"" 10 "",roI. 

OthBr countries IInabla peoplG 10 register ~111. polling stmian on election day. or 
art· lino. 

In Canada, Elo>clions Call~dil id<tnlirie. P"opl8 wtx> h:Ow lurll<ld 18 l~ou£1l 
information providlld bV, for 8xampie. \he tax otficc and mCl:or vctlickl rcgi~ters. 
The Chief ElcclOroi Officor I'Mes to thes!! p!!Opl!! tQ ask them 10 confirm that they 
ar!! ""g;ble to varn amt cnrlMnt 11) being irduded in the naticnal cegi~ tef. 
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PoRing dations 

10 Ou~n!>lilnd. poll'>g stations are U5wllly Ior.;ded in lIchoob or h<lh OM are 00Cll 
~ BoIm and 6;Im. 

I. t:I.(N1.cooi1 l1t1J ~ man tr e-:W (pr laillri~ to <a:!l tMllnxc? 

"'§'I'idoias 

In rec ft~t CMMIiM elec1ions. I::IeC!iOM C;ooada introducO(l mOl; pollil in Io<;atiu,,~ 
10 which Y"""9 pl!0I"1$ h~'If1 "a!Y ftCCeS3. 3\lcn as neOor 51l1dont til~ldl'!nco, and 
Uf1ill¥rsity n¥i<j"OOurh~. 

In C1l.M.da, poll ing 51a!1oN: are ope<1 fOl' 12 h<" .. ,s 

voIel3 -

, E1vc\oral 

the dil'l crcnt 

A tllCioI"11 rgport 01 the V O::lO tlan S~ .. ulio 'V <,J/ h.;l~ .. , IU " "9 \.il!Ilk.", " Oornmilt" ... 
Vidorilln i3lCCtl'Otlic DMnOCfl1.CV. (.VrI$;g"",d wl...ctror.", ,;otlng. II recO'll IT"lo8r14td 
that Victorian eleotl()l13 SI'IoVId not Co oolldlJ(:!Od mmotely vI.lt1formatkm .. nd 
w:nmun ...... !ionll 1fJcI",olOgllta in the near futuro. bit Identified (ha 101lOwil1!l kgy 
i1d1iantego.s 01 remote voting sY"1ems' 

easy 1IC(:~~ kit l'II""'~!!fS and cSi3B.bled people: 

proWling II1l ,nl~ \Or otI'IeI' leoooofll,lics sucto as WHn toa(J;l(lI, Brd le 
<.:Otllputws, megniliers tJ( <'I1~.rMhVe!Wlt army systemS; 

aIbwing tor ~ us)' ~M cIw!!Ip dillribution ol oallot ~ In a lflcrenl 
t.r'!l .... ~ 

ilS: .... twlWU'i p rOC""'''9. &ncI 

"ilcwing voters 10 acceu ~ widP. r"ng~ 01 OIMf lnlorma.l ion WhIlE) :on:; idcring 
arK! ealiling th tlr vde. 



Advance voting 

Currand~ in Qu~land, ~ \IOU can't voto tU your nearest poJli~ bOoth 0Il1totl da~ 
of a stato election, special anangement:s can be made loryoo io cast)'O~ wte, 
3l/Ch as b~ 1I<M1.r1CIl vnling in po!lSOO or postal voting. Thasc options are available 
in ooly wme eircu:nstaolc"S' for ¥xampla, it you: will b8 intQlStata on po~inqday; 
haV& a disab l ity; or can'l VO!G on that day because of religious ooliefs, For further 
injorma~on, sae WWYi ecg,gJd.ooY,au, 

8\. . . 

New ido>as 

~ 

In the UK, po3lal \iOting is available to My eligible ~oIeor on r"'quest A per.lOO may 
apply for I"~~l~l voli"lllo.- a parttoularelec!iorl, for a cetla~l ~iod of lim~ Of fQ( all 
fuIoxe elections. 

To lacllltalll vOling, the Slato govcmmant coutCl declare me day 01 a statE election 
a public hoJida,y or SChedule!Ul election for" d~y other thar. a Sat"rd~y_ 

In tutur"" if ~Ie<:tronk: voting were to b<! inlroOOCl/d. Ior .,xample, it n~ rot be 
n~ary Kl have an '~I .. dion day', wlth all vot¥s cast on 1t""am9 da~_ Yotirlg 
.;:OUtJ l.h pi"" ... for yxampf~, ever an 'election week'. 

---
----- - --- -_. - - --- ---

Close ot rolls 

Currently. Biter a s!~le el~jjon i .• c"ned, p...-.ple h~ve betw»en 5 and 7 days!O 
r~gi"ter 10 vC/f~ _ 

Jil ,~:'~,f~:YPfUi,q~k'!f¥H~i~:~~%1'!'i1:'f~~,~s!~\~..ntji 
~ ~",=,an:e~"'Q:~"-'_"", .'/'" '' "", ',_ ,_ . , 

New kJeas 

Prior le The 2()O~ federal eleclion, th,., Spedlll Mini.'IIe, 0/ SIIIte. Eric Abet] 
proposed thllt' 

ltlw """-.1or,,1 roll 00 ~1ooGd. to naw voters on !he day the election writs would tie 
issuG(! (usually the day thaalection fs wmounced): aoo 

peop:e WiMing to change lhei' .mrolm .. nt details be giv,,"lhr .... da)l1i tu do .u, 

His prapas~1 did nnt proceed ~s ~ was not supported by the f1Orl---9overnrnent 
parties 

~...J.~~§ 



Fixed election dill' 
In Cll.ll'''''sl~nrt. lnerfl is no hert e~lion day I", stat~ l!Ieclion~_ 

A hed 8l'iCtion day COIJit1 allow imrroved t.ivir~ edLII' .... ton CDUIMS, moc~·e!eclions 
Md Qlher st,~tegies <lncOUI'iiging yrung people's ~ll9a~ent with electioo3 to be 
plannild In advanca (Beg Mllnar). For exampkl, a tlxad illl<:tion day would .II\J\" 
cMcs cduiXllors to plan and conduct their courses in pamlol with an (llaction 
campaign. 

@iJo yell' t11ink-iti'rpm~_cMps tKilkBfiQrr ilJ.!IWa:t/iMII1~ i:$/!!lriflfOtgoVemmGtiI 
If. InCM~i:Wa'dJlvi~'bm;dlillm eli!cliiim? c,: ., - -' " 

N.. .. id~iI~ 

In QueenSland, eleclion~ tor 1111 klcllllJovernment authorit<e~ are oenerally held 
.,v~ryiolJ1 Y"~'" oolh .. la~! S"'urday in M"'Gh, 

~ 66,£ ri4L 

New volin,. system 

In QcoeensJand, a syslem of optional (¥eferl!nt;;'1 VOflt1g;5 UMd. A fact s~e1 aboot 
'CPV is a\la~"bll> from; www.ecq.QId.gov.au , 

fJnyw 'thiok W':"'!1. propI~ 1¥'X!.\:tbam,,:i'HteJytil~ if th6 volinij $ystl"m 
><'as _d.lGlIY~ 4V 1IJ'a(;o;<niJid<lI,oS -,unnwl,\I'''IJ'')!r1aln, '-sw.IiS;. of ~ lk:~l'Ir inter~sf 
I" .yOung,.~pki \Yelli·moJ<I !iW/., to i/el.wmctfKf'W!il h~:w,~'-Wic!J b pafliam'eiJt? ." " , . '",'. ,. , 

No'!.' ideS'? 

" 

Appendi" 0 contains;t 'OIvisw v~r~ioll 01 a pa~r pr"parOld for an inqo:ry, Hands 
on P~rIiam.."r, by thil Lligal and Coostitutiooal C(XT1mitt_ of the pral'io\lS 
Parliament. It provides inlormntion o.\lOUI OUI vonn~ system and ways it might bG 
cheflQed to provide mor~ diVflr~~y in candidate~ whQ m ight tie electej. 

A5 in Queensland, the IIOling sy.tem in 1h~ UK makes i1.;ery dilficultlor 
~ar>didat .. " from mioor partili~ \0 \lilt IifllC\(I(f, In May 2005, SOl'l1t! 500J,OOO "Ghoul 
students in tne UK voted in a mocK oloaUon 10 coinciao with 1I'le general elections. 
T he ~ttKlen\s voteD tor thlt ~C1UBI candidate~. The re~ult~ showed that the 
~1IJden1.. we'" "ltrllC1oo to r~rtie5 Which rM COOciM1M 0!1 Cl!l1l1lri jMIJ"~: lor 
~x~m plOI, .tud9llt~ whQ 1,,11 f'a~~ioo dle au()ul tile ~nviro"'T1"flt \IOtoo br IIN Gr"~ 
Party. Despl1e lal l ng 10 have a ~ll"I9le candidate retwmed In the gen8(alelgctions, 
lhe G re2n f'art~ secured 45 out of 11 poMible 349 seat~ in the mock election. 

Proportio~al r"prli ... ~t~lK;n wli19. which is usOKJ fot S .. nat" el....,:ions in Awsl'aha. 
~ovfooG Qreater opportunity lor minor parties 10 win 1l9ats. 

.1 

• 
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Voting age 
In Al.Alfaliil, you m~ll b~ 18 yaJrs oIlj 10 '.'Ote. The IOOIffiI.'m votrng age In !)IMr 
eOlXlme$ rooges from 15 to 21-

The rninrnum aQes sel b)' the IlIw jor ,,~r octillitiP,.s 1\(0 i 5ted in IIppendlv: B . 

.,,""in .... _ ' ',," ... '""""" "\61""""_< ''''''iW,~/i!o 
1ft . ~iIiI"!ig"-~~·'~vdiliii~t:t::~~~~W;<:~~~'>(, 
New .... 

In APtt 20(1.1" IoUowno '" II""Ied nn Ih8 ~~ 01 eIoctDJoIl majolity.1hft l/PIWd 
Ki"'Jllom Electoral Corrrnls$ion rooomrnli!l1d;;d 1haI 1h .. /1lini1lun age )or aflftwls 
'" ~'OIing In publio:.: Q/ecliQIUI ~ u... UK rllllllllll al 18 years lor I11e M'Ie boinQ. The 
U< Eli;ctOl al CotrwnIe$iOO advi$(lc1 howa'ou,lhaIjI expected to UIldetlake a 
ftI1I1er formal r"viewo!!he ITIIIWTIln '«lIing 1IIIl" wiIhin 11 h lllhN fiw, In_ 
:,oMI'S. It e!lCQurao-dtn. II"'v.'- 'l> <nn~id« iMW.ting • wide< re>' ..... cl ... 
~of~. 

I" 2000, a rlIport OIl l:I1allglng soebl ~od legal lramoworlro tar yO\,IrIQ Austraharo 
found that, desp;(o /loma IntcrC3! " get!J1{I more InI'<lJved in their COlTlll\l.lr1~ Md 
in I]Ovcmrnem decision-making proc:esM~,)'<lung p""flI" we'A " LJ k~ ' flh :!" n! 10 
Olaim the r~ht and M!Ip...,$lnllily ~f "al.oirl!J the vote YOl"'!il0r th an at agil l &. . ".. 
m1!jnrily (7"%) 0/ young people Involved. ' 1\\1 r~sl!ar~h said that 1118'1 WQrlj nol 
re~y (I( i1wr ~. tOi<l ... gti"""!I' InVl)Iv~ In lo/mal poJltlcal prOOO&SN .ucn U Y\'l~ng 
btlkK" they _fV 18. Thei r parent!: aqrooo, wtth :l m*ril)' (61 %) a"",gcstfng 111$ 
YQlJng pvopiG are IlOI ITl3tVro CnDl;ah:ll\d I'lOI inleremd tl votirog col ore lheY ate 
l a, 000 IhaI YOOOij peojlle vlldel 18 naWl oilier Jr!"-"''''''''' In tlClIlfrool swwl 00IItP.nd 
... 111 (see ClI.5CIr\ Fivoe.."l<IlW'Irl~). 

Co."npulsory "'-'lillll "' ... 1I1i.tOo: ... .tCliIll in o.-ns!and in leH ilnd O'/~". 
Con~~1lh in 1924. A~earen by MUnlif fpllblsllOO in CMc LMQCV: fWw 
fllhmrwC/(JzsM MaO Oe~ WOf1(. Urivcrolty PfC~' 01 Mew ~ 
HaM¥«. 20(2) indiciUu 111alllle eltacf 01 introduelllg c:ompulsory ~ in 
Australia we.~ 10 bmg aOool a 23% DY&rd incr,....""' .... >':)1;",) . 

====--=--=-=-= ~ .:.:~~:~.::~:::::: 
- --_. ,-,-,-----

EducMlon In sctlOol. 
I" Q COOlSlai1d ;chQoIs, thOre ($ /lO $OJbjaet eallod "cvics oovcation' or "d\llens/llp 
eauc3lia1'. Pr\'nary atld tecor\dll1Y 8!U(!I)n!S IM m ahoaot Mm<ICr..cy. ir.r.1utl~ 
par~_Mt, gOlf!!""' ''''''! M~ ",\lldlo:I$. ;" ~ nuatJer of dif1ij11"~1 SUbjtctil, SIWw<>t. 
Blse 0!!1<,OOfiellU' d~r .. ::)" III ~~1~,", f(){ ijX<WT1 po!v thrcUQ~ lilloollon& 101 School 
oour1d """~ andiOl ~Cl'lOOlleSOCIS. 

Edu<:~jion ,.hewl ,,",moet.cy 
AUdilion l l oouca!\;)1Ia1 OPPOI1I¥1~loo rclc'r.lnt lO dernoorucy loc lu<le: 
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v~il1l \0 the OlJ!Of'I~land PaniQmcnt, or to a reglorlai 'i!tln~ III tt, .. ~slano' 
~l!r~l!~nI, ~r'Id 1I<'i1K:~tIOOIlI activities proviCled tfI PMklmo~!ary eCllICatiQn 
5yrviclO_; :antj 

electoral education activities ~orKioo1Cd by the ALIIltralian ElIIClorMI ~n>m;5$ im , 
s.uch 11.5 v.h)t'JI villi" 

For t.~ch.($ 

!i\ HoW;OVtii. yOUr s~"'iJQI appr"~f~ii;/vlc$e1iJeaIld! :6J'id:"r~ ~mOcnl;J?'? 
Il' /:1Qr..¥cOiJldstlidonlS''''' oen"r ~iJid /o.m!f:;g .. '.1,Jwm.aI;r-aq? '", '",' 

NC'I!' jdeaS 

In """",iuus ""fJ1r1es. the Leg;o.l and Con-.tl"tiaMI Cam mJrllle and !he ~I alld 
C~~tutimal c....r."iI1w~ "I U'* "9th 1IOd 50th Parli"""""ta ha .... m!lae 
reeammDM~!I()tI$ aQlJlI\ eMcs ed""~~,,,", i"l aweHsland. Smiar 
reoommcndatoons naw oe«l maoo I!y many olt! ... Auw;ol..n l:.cIdoesin ~en' 
f'!ara. A li3I at ~ 01 11103$9 rocommoodatiOllS is &lit OUt In aplM'f'dl .. C. 

Ttw CooslituliOfliiI Centre 01 W .... ' .. m Al.Jslralil'l was Mlllt)ll!Il'Ied to cncwrago 
~ 01 ". "9"" 10 1II1II1\ aWullhe West"", AtWr" liAn pOMCtiI syatem and how' 
10 atllvGlV II.1nll;:¥J~ ~ 11. " oi'llt,. dl!lJ."'ayo; on tt.... Oonslih~iOl'l ... rld aapecl3 cl 
ei\iZcndlip 3I'lC poIiliOll ntetor)'. The Eki>clor6l Educ3tiorl Cantre )s Ioc.IIte-O "";Ihin 
the same compte)(, ancll)«l\idc~ ir1lo raclive ProgI3fT\& illowlr.g ~ to cast .. 
vo"'. <I,....lI'.Ift, lIIe 0I'IG1lII. Of dIlmccrtlC)'lIod !.I'1oorotand ~OW V1& V(lI~ $y$l<>m 
wurks (~"" .. -.t .. w",,.,' r, D'A t.w ~td[1Ode1 Mm). r'og .ftm,. l)I'e'Cflt<l<l1l'l WQ)'l' 

which <i!1g<lgll Yl.lur'!I iJW<.>P1 t , art also conducted fer ~~hOOI !lude~t.I vi~!ing th o 
Centra. T&aeh9r rallCIJI'C8 1Q\i cornpl"" uitf11 eoch p"'g, .. m. Ft e$IIU""'~ 00:<&3 on 
various topios lI'e Ilval~bJO IQ sch~$ In '~Oli a,,,,al, In aO<.lition, lOO 
Cons/;lutioMl Cenlre has develOoped a;n '()ut Reoo~ Program ' wll len ·rwolv ..... a 
nsl\'o'Crl.: ollOCl1I p&(lpr. in ",r~1 ,md fi'lmote >!reIn 01 Western i\V()!I~ ia provldln<:j 
progralTlj; tD ~k"J"IIII& i" UlOS& m u_ Some pmgr~m. II.r, Sj)8C11\c 10 Indlgonou:; 
communltl8G. 

4. Civics ,,,'Id ClIUIWIlp EOUtIIMtl web~it(l (wniCn ileorporal9t a ,,1"';oUS 
"DiscOll9ring Dvmocrky' "~l ;c. 'Pw.c!I!ir;w)tJr"'zemW.od,l AA. 

'XiOIl VOW'lO USA' IF; 3 natIOnal nofHIIOll, non"l-"lllisan orgornlsabcr'l thllll ....... .he! 
! 1llC!enlS 9DOU1 c!lllenslllP, ciYic Ic~~ibility, oOlTlOCIllcy il/'Id j:Olllic.1 
p<rrticipahon. T 09"'t"'u wfl h d aMrOOm lICtivitill3 . Sll1Oent:l arc prOVl(l&<l willl an 
oppo rtun~y 10 ~ .. tt .. '1G;fs Voting' ballot on ,I-..ct .,n d8y. Md t~ey VO~ Oflltlo 
~amc oandiOO,lG3 ano lsS UQllI& adul1, In 2004, I.S m~lion IItude<11! lI.lm A<1 out le 
vet~ fCI presldantiO.l . toe"l (l nd state earKida!ee. Aluas wilh 1I KId.! V~ling USA 
program h~v'" ~ kn_rl ~ voting r5t~ for rllgl:ltered 18 )'Gm Cld9 whlon IS 111"-
h iq n.. r th~n I", r» " .pl\,!i r.'ir>i<lino ar",,,~ .<;M wwwkjctwoHool!'" OCOr', 

." to 
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SlI.'CIenls with pmcticR h~Uo~ which hl\'le lin~ !o candidate t>klgrap~ie\ and other 
fe!.OUfCas. About 35,000 stude!1t>; particip;ol<id oolirlQ too 2QO<! praslOOnt~1 
IlkictionS. 

'T MIl~ N:> Politics' is a US-based websitl' which offers yt>Ur'll ptlOpl" an 
opportunlly tu participalll in discussion lorums on topics such as 100 ClOOIlOm~, 
foreign policy, gijlloral political issues, animal~ and th<'l enllironmen1. Prolliaian is 
al30 made tor )'<lung poople to contrihute 10 di!';Cus5ion ~ under the Mm\<)( of 'left 
wil"{lrl1ar and 'right wing COIWi>r' SiI' _W. t""nsll2wl~ics.com/TQrumsf. 

-------------

Polilleal parties 

ThA :>oIl4 Yo,.,g Austfa~an 01 11", Year, Huyh Ev~ns, has "ugg"~ted that yOLl"lg 
!,eopl'" Iwl ~hut oli 01 mainstream party paijtles. 

Th~ former Queensland Stat .. Youll1 Ad~iso,y eo..x,dllo~!h .. Cornmitt9ij that th .. 
issues ;UJr .. "~"d by political partillS, P<lrtlcularty at alectlcn time, ere oomrnaled b~ 
lhosg rg ~vanllO older peopie and our agoing population, 

.... _rc!~' _-'-l!iroii!iill!t~----a ';.'<l.~/~i.~i'. _ .. ' ~, 'X<",i~' "Ct'" ,<, .. k; .;,; 
. _ .. ,d' .•• ,,·. "'{t:,,.,.~ .'" ,1'''',,-'' •·. __ h',,,, ....... , . __ <" 

New ideaa 

Or Ariadnv Vromsn, a ioclumr al the university 01 Sydno~, f050arohoo ~oun!il 
poople and po~tiGll. She writee thai, 'The one area at pllrticJpl9.tion 11'1111 r~mllin~ 
low lIlT )IOoog people, and indel'!d fm m",,1 Australian" ;.; membership of poIitic~r 
parties_ Aatflef than lab~lling party mim"lbership doclin .. as apathy, ws oug/lt to 
s"",, how ooapp9ali'lg po@calpartleshavebecome. I\nd it iG up to partios 10 
:twoll'C 0 new generatioo, This might nol be by WII~ ollorm..! memhelship; 
.,alead, p~rtiM might cons(llt ynuog pi!tOp~ 00 issues rarevam: to their Ihtas' ($00 
Vlom,,,,)_ 

In the US, a nationwide ~Iudy at ~ou1h attitude~ fOUl1d that young people were 
active in Ih<'lir commun~i"'s bL!I not concerned about p;J i tics. k; an outcOOl e of 
that ,tudy, ~ $lr"'. gy ~o;Jopt ... d to r"·~"'"II~<:1 Y\)\J\t, Iv d"Hl<-"'r~~y i~ tt,~t, wir,.. 
elecliJrJ campaigns, the m oola o11er yoUlh-moocrnto() cJndidnte debal€JS (sec 
Nalional AGSOClalion 01 Secretaries at Sllll~)_ 
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Polilioians 
Ma'ly fOscUloh studios in Austrana. arK! i'11crnationally rcvonllh1l.t your19 peoplG ara 
cyrJical about thf: b~Mviour '" polit:C ian~ 

iIj How _.carrp,jliticlaro themselves' restore rhO ,fajr/l of YDi.Jflg pooPle In 
i!' derr>«:mcy'l - .-'" ' 

----'----

Eeing h .. ",rd 
Whe your>g peap! ... may be \<lmec\ Qff politics as it currently operates, mMy 
Slud"s ,md ,.urvilYi h<lv .. loood that young p~pI" .. ,,' ""'Y int~r",\e<J in poiilical 
iSSlJ&6 important to thom. ThO oMIIN1gC for g<)llemmen18 is to etl9age w~h YO~Q 
people, and Ih ... fir~t thing th3t young p!'lQple say is that they want 10 be neard. 

1ij Have you ulMd any 01 tile QOl'emirl<lnt opportunities to l'rikJe yOl..t opinions 
I.!il l!bout ;",,.,,,,,1 I hw ~c/iwl w".~ i/'" 
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NQ\'!' [!lea" 

In W~ AusIroila. lho CMcs llI'IO Cilizemhip una in II\e Oepartmenf 01 Pr~r 
ana CnIIlnet IWTIS 10 _ dtmnr ....... y in thN sIaIe IhrOllgh QW:& fIdtx:aOOro 
III1CI tN p",:wnotio I of !lI1 acI''I& dilWUY. n,I! pro .. ~'OOvn~." whlHv ;;dI 
Wa!i~n A .... ~~ .. III vPJed as c!lI:!Of\S, ~ero!hey play fI siglliflC1ltll IOIG ill 
i~ng poIloy prloritics and wflOrfl mey-help mape the nature ot Ilceil'.!<riety (S&!!: 
QW,MiMIl3Q1! oo,wa,ooy.auD. 

0, "'iad"" VIl)fllOm sU!lYvstl thaI, 'YQung poopIa haw a l:irOad range of 
""UIOf"!1ic. i ocial, an d poll1!cal olq)ClIcncelt aM that we Mad to 'treate inclusive 
tom\S 01 govemance that reoognlae and build upon diff.......,,1 w~Y-' Ilf making 
COII\munities. lho/le In powfIf Med 1.:1 b!!t11o young people more, and)'OU<'lg 
pe<opIfI',. di_ yjeYI5 aod &~per~,...oo to ..... ar1lc'u1it~ In !hili mecla' (wu - . "tt __ 

Nltw k!;iL!! 

In 2QOO. t.i'l& Commi3~ion f(l( Chlldl'<J!1 arid Young P<K>pIt' wU inv,iW to pa,iidpalll 
in ! ccmmm.,e (CO' the development 01 K "PO'''' " nd f\iCflIaUon lac~ity tor)'QlJf1g 
people on Pai'-n Island~, North Qu8Oll'lSlWld. The! CcmmfSel(1n ul'lderllnOO the 
11l"')<JlI~ ot tn.. C'OmmttllQ aSl<.InQ YOUI'IQ I)C(II)Ic wh.:!1 tliC)l WMted T he <ssue 
101 .... C<lmmlssion was IlDl SQ much "now crJ _ JII'.oIw CII/IdIIJn .. Ill ... IlIJi(ding 
of INs Iaa/ily"but fatllel "how dO _ (JiII1hIo f<lCifily /fJ" c~ M<;IIl~ 

In '-003. in Pamllnatta io SydI'1li1y. wo ¥ou" J...-y prIISlImad)'CIUl'lSl PQOPI9 ~ 
practiuJ opj.'Oftunili!l$ Il;I lurn ilIId dl$Cl.lSIl #le cwaroo i'l1~1' JM concern:: of a 
wiOll ~arlelV 01 young I)&oplo :lCt oS~ tile Pamvnartal'llljjon. PCrlidpllIlts 1&1II"Md 
aDOlltleamwork, OOgOIialioo sfIIjlllllfld!he pow""" 01 go-.oemmenl. Th~ enatlled 
them 10 torm r~lI.l~tic recolTll"Mnn.tlons to support th" ,,"ids 01111" col l8C~~" 
ynllth d P~rramoo.tta. 

Theeim nf thllt Youlh Jury was to u~iit with t..idJ~Jg r.lcla int~iH1C1i aod 
cullonldNOi,rdy among yo;JUOQ ~pI.G 01 Parramatla. 

The ~&lldaliuns all'" Youth Jury W(It{I aimed <If KeY QO'o'ernrner.l aM 
~OO1l1uni1y Ofgatlls.:lliorn; of Pllrromarta. 

-- - •.. _--_._--
._._ -- - ----_ .. - -_._----_._- --
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Taking (lction 

Ycung people Vlllnt te be ac~vely iflVoll'Oo in dorno::mc;'. Voting at rnoctians Is only 
or¥l way m being inlKllvw in a '-"'moc.ratic !,oclely_ 

fl.\ .~ llftfr~ /()iloWing.1Gl!vities'hllVI; YOtf~nie(f~:o/:WOul<1YOU 11I(IHo carry 

'I. ," 

A<;:Iivlty 

V oIl1"1tGGI'IIl g 

I~;li"'",~ or rarticip..~tino in. lacol youth project 

Ini\atinQ or ,.;"'~ a j)C~UOO 

Att~n()l"9 a ' O-.Iy or f"ot.st 

Taking pan in ~ otri<e 

elOing ~ "",mb,or 01 a pOll.e~[ p. rIy 

n."ing ~ m.""~' of ~ trM~ un ion . 
e..inq a "",mM, 0/ 3 . \ud''''t u ni O" 

fJe;o-\g" me~lloe, et a n"o'!JO""'nm.ml 
orgarliUlion "m en k>I:~IOS gOVOIMlQnl (~.g; ThII 
Wid_. 5ociety. Ml!!o.ty IntflnaOOnol. 

o."""'~_'.1 

cOrllac:nng a polticilln 0' Ic<:al go~"'m""l 
GOUOO~Of 

P.rtCip:o["a in A y",Jt I1 P"r~"""'nt 

BeIng InvolvOd on 0 Youm Council 

B .. ,'\I i"""""" i"." m~ .. ,;';~'k., ",hici' ~~...,~ "" 
rap,eSCI\! Iha vie .... s of young pooplQ (Q,Q, 'W", 
A.u~tra~ .. n Au,al N!~rl<1 

jniormo.lion; 

r>rrnrtlJnit;..,s to a{'Jiv~1y eng<!lge in democracy: 

",n id .. ", aeout wIl",t Cim llII aclliIN .. d rl!~li'lic .. lly: 

spaces 111 whICh j(l meet and Oi9CU~S: arid 

acc .. ss 10 11,.. iI ,l .. .-,-,..I, pholocop'e(s, etc 

Hav. do"" W",,1d like to 
(~ er X) '0 (~",x) 

LJ U 

CJ Cl 
Cl Cl 
0 r;:~ 

Cl ,~ 

i~ 

~ Cl 
~, 

U , .. , 

Cl 0 

I~I U 

n n 
Cl 0 
Cl rJ 

Wivll MS~J ... rce or I'JrlCO<irllgtmlRnl m you nMtI Trom oo''-'!rnmm to Illk~ 
;le/ion <lbwt !flt/issups you l"f'l passionsl .. aboul~ 

N~~L~ 

"';"b~; ... Cily C"W:l~;: \:<:S d~Ji'!op",d 'Vi$ibl~ 11l~', " """bsd", wlokoh all;>ws )'C'J"9 
:.lIo'op~:o MVG ~ say in 100 COI.,X\clrs prC<:lr~ms. Thl! websitij cCII11aim; intorrTl<lliul'l 
,lOoo\ how you~ people oan have tt\Oir ~D.y, evenlS lor yol.ll10 poop/<), Unk~ to 
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tll,ourt.:OIS;I!xJ a 1<Xl!fIl throogh which \"lung p<jo»l\l <:~" uxpress their cpilOOS. 
The CooncW has also proYidcd young poopie w~h areas around BIIs\laf\e v.1lere 
t'1ey can came togetil<'!r In ml!et and organise ac~vitie5 Md proj<!Cts of illereSt to 
tI1~_ These areas ar~ accessible to you'19 people and we. r"sourced (see 
www.I'i'iibl&-jnt,Qfw). 

The Victorian GovemmP.nI produc...-J a handbook for yoUrlg people on how tMy 
CM creah~ change in tlle-il community The handbook provides svgg<Mtions on 
h<Jy, YQl.O!l pwopl., can gat "CtiV9 on ,. proj!lCt th<lY /1i<iI1 passionatw aIx>u~ and how 
tMy can jmplorn~tl1at projoct (soc ~..'6'Ulh_y.,._IP'~~~'p,'f). 

The FnundaHoo lor Young Au.~tr",Han~ is 11 mn-prom orgllniM.tion dedicat"'" to 
OO\ieJopif'g in~tivu ini~"lil/es that support ""d ern)XlW'Ir young peopie aged 12 
to 25. The Foundation prollides suli'd-tllnding for idllilS, proacliv<;Jly S""'~. co­
jl.!t)<jlng 10 support initiatives Qnd helpS the recipients sfr.lCture thcrnseNa& 10 
en~lJ(e IOn9-term ~u"tair>at>iI<ly_ EftCh year, the f-oond"Iian mMlIQe9 apo!1folkl nI 
grilnts tnrnfincr ",boot $6 million At )east 25% of tnt~J or"nl funding Is ~ted to 
inl~atives specifically dwigm.d to b@nelil young IlHJgenoUS Australians (~ee 
www.younQilU¥lrnli"f1!j:,O<Q). 

New i&>a~ 

1 he Youth Electoral Study (YES) found that parents ~re regllrded by yolJnQ 
pIlCplP."~ Ih., mo~t rnportllnl &><I«;I! 0/ iniorm,,]ioo about voting. Televi~ion and 
newspapers ~re the n\i:l:t most important, however yo<JlI9 peopls view theS., lalter 
SO<ll~S With Som<il 5c~pticism, 

~---

- -- ----

New iljelS, 

The Inipir~ FOIJndation (SI/G W'/ffl,inspir ... ocq,!!u) ill a national non·Pfol~ 
fQlJrldntion which ai"n~ tQ create oppO!1uMies for YOUfli;; Australians, prirwipaily 
aged bel_M 16 Md 7!j, to help thl!m,""lvp~ Nld njh"r~, Tne FnlJnrlalioo 
f\,*ww"'dy~s that )IOLOI'Y p",-,ple want to m«ke ~ pos~iw dif("fo;on~ in theit own 
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wes and in lhei' ~OIT"JIl'I\lllilie~_ Young people a'l! aclillE!ly inVONW in lhe 
dwelopr~nl ",nU d~'v~'y "f all tile FQundatioo's intiativ~s, One inilr.tlioe. 
'AClNow', is a web-based 6erviea lMat wlW provide young pwpl" with r:lormation 
and support 00 how lhey can I>ocome inVOlved in i ~3UM or causes in their 
c,OI'"I'rnunily that thl!Y ~re pa.~~at", ~boo'-

; 
~cop>.o out on the 
report~ I 

IS a volunteer-based, 
16 and 3() 'Mt~ an onl ine 

, parti::l ipete 
I!~ch~ngp of 

R",",."i hiticlHves 
&001 '/CUrlg 

cklclion. These 

The US Ad COCllcil i~ a rOOll-prulil Q(\I"ni1iatioo ",Iliell prodl.lC~S, dls"itUe~ and 
pr()l'l101r;1s public 5r;1rvicr;I Camp:Al!:lrlS 011 a ranqe of I~suas_ A rr;IC,",,1 campaign, 
'Flgnt Mannequinism', focuSSM on improVing YOut!1 oivie engagement and Vot9' 
p<lrtioipation. It involved televisiOn and radio 003 aimed at geltirlg YOlJl1g poople 
kwolved in i~~ue3 they c"re about, vl'JluntO!ering "rod OIOting (~ee 
-..wvv_fmlmann"o,·nism_org) 

'Rock the Vu!." is a rKlfl-prQfil organl~aHcn which :Aims to in~~ \'Ol.n\J p""~le in 
thr;l political procr;lss irlth$ Un~ed States and draw aMnl<on to issue~ r:J COrlC\/fn 
to ywng pOOplO. I1 ooordi1ntos VOler rogistration drives and oducJtion o[lOftS to 
e,sure young people exercise their right to vole. Youth cutture i~ tlarM3sed i1 the 
r~OO1otio~ (If il .• t.llmp~ion5, many of which fe~llIre high pmfile c .. rl'!brit~~ ineluning 
musicians, actors, a!hlet~s and ('Om"di'U1S. In thoi 2004 IiIIO'Cr':ms, 1.2 milion 
~opI" 1001< "W'I[1\;OYO;> "f the organisati",,·s 0111"" votr;lr regis1ralioll f~,irily, illxl .. 
f~rtM .. r 200,000 [r;I!jlslomd as apart 01 thl! Rock lhQ Vote Buo Taur acr~~s 1h .. 
000011'( (saa \'j1,VW~l<:.thQVQ!9,CQm), 

-----
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c;",(d~!.r>t..1'.$ fDY \'\.;£111:("0 t:i Sl.£tlv .• j.s;;;w",. 

Th.;.re i5 no ~t farm tor ~ ~ubrniMion to th~ committee. SubmL~sion$ may t;w, mad" wling 
tM inqLif'{ respons .. form or in ttw lor'" of" imter, a sub~l.an(ial p~p<!' 01 a sburt 
dOCurl1911t and they may inoludo appendices. SutlmissJcns may contalfl facts, opinions, 
Mgoments and rooomm enootions tor aclion. The most useful submissions ere to me 
point 

The commi~ W<luld pMle, written suhmi~oJorn, hul wi& al"" i'lLr.l!pt stbmissions on 
<ludio ta~ Fo.- written submissions, lyp<><! or prillted le"" is ~fer~. lholJ!lh legible 
hand-"'fil~n submissioo6 am ae<:lIplable. Num~r!id paQG' and, for si.bmisslon$ in 
eXOaG6 01 20 pages, a brief summary and a table Of coolants is al&o helpful. 

An submil>ll:ons must Include !he name arld COI1tact de1alls of tilG pe/Soo milklng!ha 
stlbmis.'>ioo. TMtI"><> mnkir1\i n ~\Jbmi~~i<ln on b<>hn~ of an o"J,,"i!l.(l1ion r,h",,)d .,dicatD:H 
whIlt level the submission h~s been Il.uthorised (eg sub-ccmmrtlM. prMident ct1atr. etc.). 

Publio otfiooro may mnl<e submiSSKH13 as pc'iVate i'ldiYid\.la!s. Howeller, ~ lefctenco ill 
m ade in 8. sllbmiMion 10 !heir offici,,1 po.dion, it shou~ ,,150 be mad/! clear that !he 
sllbmi.s~iOIl is made in a private capacity. SubmissO:>ns lrom gO...-emm",,1 depllr1merlts 
s hould t>e aulhoriW'J in .. ccor<lar,,,,, witil "ormal oop~(lrTl<mlill PI<x:&dure 

Content and rellly~nClol 

A su~mis~ion may cover $Om" or .. Y 01 Ihe isSUII~ raislld in th~ r~sp<.ll1S" l<;>mr. K would w 
hglplul J submissions clearly stated which 16sues are being addreSSG(i. 

Th o;o committw':;; usual procedum is to public!>' mlllasQ and \ablll submlsli ions in the 
Legisla~ve Assembly, NOt a! submil<sions w~1 nQCc~sarily be published and/or tabled. The 
commillCC rcserves the r~ht to not pubtiSh or table oonfi<lential (lubmiooiol1$, or 
3ubmls~ns which are irrelevant, conlain scurrilou" Or m.flll'Mtory materi~I, or ere 
nlhp.rw;"p. ""I ~uilllble fO( ,,,.,obIishing. The commrtte .. wi. inlnom you ~ ~ de~ide~ nollo 
ac:cepl, or not 10 aul/l0.-iSV Ih" public~liO<1 ut, )'\Jur sUbmission. 

Con1ldenll;ollty 

Th~ C'Jmmilfl;e att~mpls to conduct its inquifi~s in th ~ most opoo way possibk!. Howwer, 
if you believe that your submission (01 part OI~) ShoUld not be made public, clearly wlfte 
'confidcntio.r on each p6ge and, in a tiMet covefin~ letter, explain why your submission 
should t-e t,,,,,,tM mnfir! .. nli~IIy . TIv! committ .. A w~1 th"" c"""id,,, your r~que&t for 
c.onlidentiality_ 

UnauthDris~d R.INSQ 
Orn;v thv commllW!1 r~elvG!i a submission, It beoomes committeG DlOP!ir1Y and ~houid 
not !)e published without the corrrn iltee's authori9lltion. publication of a submission 
Wilhout lhe committee'" ""th<XfMllm meilM thal Ihat puMHca.1inn is ""( pralecle.-l by 
parliamentary privii@g" .. ndmayarrownltoacor,Iempt 01 P-dr~iln"inl 

All subml~s:lons should be senllc 

Resaalcn Director 

GoorQ(l Slroot 

QLD 4000 



Sl1bml,.,.i"n~ close on Wednesday,:W Nowember 2005 

E)(J.:.mioos 10 the closing date may be liven. IJ you neoo mare lime 10 make a 
submisiiiion, or it you rllq Lira flllitlQr i'llorma!!on, contact 11111 cornm ittllll'iii SllCrel.wat on: 

TWllplI01l": (07) 3406 7307 
Fax: (07) 3406 7070 
Em!l~: !care f! pa,liam<'!nt.gld,09v.au 

CupiIi. of t~lis ~<lp"r and ~n oll14;1r >"JblicOltions by ~'" L"g~1 dlW Colls\~utior~1 Cumll,illw 
am a~alla.tlje on The InTernel via. lhe committoa's hOme page at: 
www,oor~Jment,a!d.oo~.!lLlfQommiueesr1eqa!,e~ him 

~~ -~-~-----

Name: , ... jI~~ 
Age (optiMal): .J7. 
Add'f'H: , " LUj2 . .{/ 

tAnt",,: ("'0 ,*",,,,,, ntilTlber)· 

Ema. 




