
--------------~ 

y{)l(Y voLtx'. 

T~9 ai'n 01 this InqLJiry IS to make praotlcal racommandalions to 
;"cr~aw lhl! iIltel9st and participation of YWnQ p;;Ioplllln dlmmcracy fn 
QI.MItlsl""d, 

The committM wants 10 nAMirom young people, ill p~rticulllr, about 

~ v.tllills neeOOd:n Quoonslar.d; 

® 'VIIhat wit wor~; 

$ what worn; and 

'?, what YOu wan! 10 cb or &xpo!'ri~~ 

W" would also )ik~ to hear from id penpl", in Q, "''''n.~land wh<l M.Vfl an 

Pnlere~t in ynwXl' P"~II!, "'" in ynung reopla engaging:n democracv. 

To hil~ }lOO 10 think aboul, discuss ilnd '6Spond to mattllfS. ,,,llIvant 10 

[he ir,,!uiry, we have s .. t oLII bel""" s<XTW; 



, 

Ed U Clltionllnlonnolio" 

It i:!< the jab IX !he Electoral Cornmi3slOn D~eensland (EGO) to Or'IIIUle thal p4IOplw 
oorol all<l ...ote !!.1 &!$dions. To do 1tIil!, ' IY. FCO """'~ education eM l W,)/'II!'ICSS 
Pfogrmll. (9.Q. p;n;tcardl;, I>0Il1011$ ilnd ~ 'lisil~l . 

NGwjOOms 

In 2000, El<M:tk>nc Cv>_~"; with Cab le in the f'..I.:I."ooom 10 _~" 
nww ~r ~iorllJrOll '''m fOf o;I...linIs, 'o::hrlng .. CM~ ehd~ people 
3g&<! 16 to la to Cl'GO" JO.$acond pwfi.:; wrvic;e annuu,,.;;.,rwnb 01\ video IeIIng 
their peer:; \'I1)1lne OGmOCnllIO I/(CJOeSS and V<lllng aro Impol'tar1t. 

The United j(int'..oom E~tor~ 1 C'.orrml~~an's '00 f'olrtics' aim3 to \lat young 
pi!OplG il1vot..ed In .:Io2<l1 cxracy It may be 'I.cO!l~5M at, www,dQDQI~Ig, 00 W. 'O<l 
POlitlc5' C(Jm:~ wo.hl'lo\1ll WJ.J IWllls, ~ro:l provides r!$C)(JY:<'I. J!ro:l lrain1l'lij 
acrOSS!71G U( foryOUr'\{! peo\)l • • 

In AU3lfalia. he yovltll:l'JoImfQl SIVdV (YES) found Ihai EJOrrI(, Irtcvl'lliV9$_1d 
"I!mct " first vClo'! . YOIng i»OPle lNIid !!. tu b real< Ol mo ItOO 01 p/OrI'\OIlonallocl\ 
COII<'tI.ts wodd be fwt most ettdve ince«""",-. bul lh!!fe _, also _ ~ 
rIX!he noWn lhal ln(.'V<lti'lils "'........., r>Qt be ,-'00..,. wo.iIIO fill res~lfy 
that COIr.e& 1'.l1l'i cl1l!GIIS1IIO. 

- , 
V.,!@/regl§\ .... tk .. 

In A~If~ia .... ach pwsou m\l$l oornpIete an emol,.,...,'" fnrm la 'It9S\er to VOle. 

~. hblo(-~;Iht £Pt? ~1I. e.uiM·tot:~.~8At1'(mptQM ~ I!t ~Jd/ovC$J ' , - .. -:;-,-~ .. . , .-

~~~ 
In scme coo.tn,o;tS. 'egislrationl, tIonP. hy !hP govemment so het l)eoCle 41"0 
al1lOm:oti::<II1y r~11H"1Id ~ dwy rNCh ~oting ag ... AA ,ntemtltir>ll/l' f"P.jXl rt by 
the InstiMe lor Democl"3Cy and Ekx:torill AAi$ti¥1cu, YouJI, \.a ... Pat~liOIl. 
:lUgge~~ !l.V1OO"1i!tlC re\lt~treltOrl by the government rather than ~ Deing • OJIy <;I 

.. ach P"'~on '" ""rot 

01l11:r c()(Jn!ries eM~1e people 10 rggiitij, a.t a. po~in!l $Ialioo 0·' 91~tlon daV. or 
On·IIOO. 

I" Cl/"ad,., E .... ;u .... ,$ Ciillilo:!a IdenMteJ ~Cf'1e wOO MIII!I hJmA(j 1 a tl"lrough 
informaUoo proVided bv.lor 9X~1tI, 11 .. tax Qfti:;e ,.ml nl(JlOr ~lihlo:" rag;sten 
Hie Ch161 fle:toraJ {ll'hO$l" Mit~ \0 lh= ~e 10 3.Sk lh (nllO ~Iirm Ihllt Ih<iy 
ate ~!)i~ ro vnle ..... (1 (,-"""'V!I'I I 10 beong nduded in the Il8tlC)(l8.l rcgi!llCI . 

, 
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Polting stations 
In Oleenstard, p::>IIing stations a,-e usu~~y located in school" 01 ha ls and aM <>p"1l 
tJel"'WIl Barn imd e,..m, 
JR l:IPW_cocld th .. ECO,mab. it .,;asl"i;fff~§p.iC,m,tb 6!.~tf>8ii'vd .. ? 

New ideas 

In reeM! ~al'lll.dilln eleclon~, Llection~ Canadll iniroduce·j more pols in looations 
10 whic..h yn<Jt19 p"opl~ havI> ~sy acc..,~~, slJr,h i\.~ near RI,Jdent residBnce~ and 
"",Wersity naighoourhoods . 
In Canada, pollng stations are op9ll jor 12 hours. 

LJelegatiO.13 tram the Australian !:Jectoral COmmission and the Victorion Electoral 
Comm;"s<m observO!d electronic voting pracMses at electons in the USA. UK 
and Ifelard ~tWe9l1 2000 and 2002. The delegaHons coosidered the djff~rent 
ui>\iolls Ih.t! ;lr" availabi<l, ttleir .. dI!anl;/.\/"s ~Jld <.Ji~adv~lIl~g~s i,,,d how <il<ICh 
option WOJId suit Auwalla'~ vOIing &\'it .. ms. Th~ dlllig.,li'lns recommended e· 
voting be llMo ~vailablc to conam clsssos 01 '!(ltels Including voters in Antarctica, 
votels i1 romatelooalior13, voters With il. dtsaMty and OV91Geas v01era (acc 
>Wtw,oec-,:lOV,jlu/ contentlwhaVvotino/elec\ronic reoOtVO'I!JeX htm and 
W'lEW Mc, oovaul C~ nle ntiwhat/wting/F-vdiQ(J reoo r! _p(lf' 

A ",.e " "t '''Pori ot \1> .. Victorl,,~ Scrutiny of Act~ and RYQ"lotlon~ Con>m 111_, 
VICtorian Elsctrotllc DeI'rlOO'aCY, considered eiootrOlllc V011'"19. Jt recommended 
that Victorian eleotions should flot be conducted remotely '';0 informolion and 
oommunication~ lec:hn<llog!e.~ in lhe near fut(J(e, but Identl~ed the followillQ key 
MvantagEs of remot<! vati,,!! systems 

MSY ""r.,,~s lor \(~WllIP.rs "nil d~ahlerl reop!..; 

provid nQ en ill!er!&:;e for other technolagiM wch 9~ screen readers. Braille 
compLiers, magnifiers or ~Itern~tive data entry ~y~tem;; 

i\1"wirg fo.- the " My ~nd c:hMp dk~tribLJlion nf billlo! f"'rer~ in oiHerent 
languag~s; 

instantal"lOOS proc.,5sing; and 

a' cM'L'"9 \/(lIe's to access ~ wide range of other inlor"",loo wt>i~ coosidering and cas1i~A7j~ VQt~, 
\tf1E±rfU'q~&- -----.. 
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AdVlI1\Cil voting 

CurrentJy in Queen~f~n<1, if you rNl't II<ltO'! at)'OllI' nearest poting tlootll on the day 
01;0 stale ~lEction, special arrilllgeme<1ts can be made for you to cast yotl' vde, 
suoo as by adI/lIIlGQ voting In parson er postal votifl\l. Ttwse ,-,pIons ~r~ aY~lable 
in only some circumSlances - for example, ~ you: wi l be inlCrstate on oomn!Jda~ 
hav8 a disability; ~I can't vote on that <tly t--.aU>\e Df reigious ~~ef3, For further 
~dorma!io", '*"" www.!E<.V.yttl.gov.au. 

New ideaa 
In 111" UK, post;IJ voli'1!l ~ ava~able 10 any "Iiyitllll volt>! on ("'lues! A person may 
apply for postal 1'011n9 for a panlCUlar el9ClIOll, ror a ClIl1aJn p81iod of lim<1 Q( lor all 
tuture elecl:io~s. 

To faci~at", loOting, Ih" state gowlmrMnt C<'>ukt r!edare the ~y 01 a state electiOr1 
a ""bli<; hQ~y 01 sch@dCll .. all elElCoon for a day other than ~ Saturday. 

In Mu.€!, jl elootronic voUng wem to bQ Introduc~ 10r .. x .. m~ij, it need ,,0/ be 
neceSlloryto have 1lJ1 'election ciaI'. wrth 01 VO!aS oast en the same day_ Voting 
could take place. 10r example, oiler 8~ 'electio~ week', 

'" WJ 

Clo\Oe of ..,11" 
Currilnlly, .It", a ,tal" "leel"", is ca"ed. people hav~ b<oit.w .. n 5 .. nd 7 days \0 
reQISleno \101(1. 

lii~~tt.Iit*~iJ§.~~i;qJltI.Q~t~~I~#I.~~*l!'iI~*;~ I!' !O'OOIQ"aI'J'G(lIlHl""" ..... ,,_~·, <. t"·,, ';: ,- ,-, ', .. );, '.: . 

New jde!!s 

P,ior tu U ... 2W4 leUer;o! I!leeloo, IIw Sp",dal Milister 01 StalE, Eric Am.t7 
proposed that 

th ... electoral ml be closed ta MW voters on the d!!y the election wnts would be 
is~u~ (u~u"l~ lhe day the'*ctKln is anooooced); ilnrl 

POO~9 wishing to change thalr anrolrmml datalls be givan thrw ct.I.ys la 00 so 

This proposal did not procood as it wa5 not 5upportl'd b)' thl! r",,·yowrnrnenl 
pnrticl5, 

'" _ E.@gL _____ _ 
--------
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FIXld elllCUOIl dlY 
III Quoonslal\d. !here III no lixId lIIi<;\i!;m <.la~ lOO' state eleetio's 

A 1lxed eloot'OI1 day could aNow Impro~lI<.l ~ivics 00x31ion CI:lI'_. roock·otleclioll3 
and other ~lraleoies el'lCOI.Iro.glrl\j YO~fIQ peop!G'IlI<ngaY"'Tllml .... IU, election! 10 be 
pl1O.l'Iled!n 1O.dv1ll'tc~ (IAA ~'liInllrJ. For example, a 1iXed olectlon day wcllld aluw 
r;iIIio:,.." <H2U<A1.U. to plan"';! COf'IdUC\ It>eir COOYS"" in pArR!I&1 ..... ih (In OJeCl<on 
~all)'I. 

§i '00 y«IlIiIrik ~J;f~ ~ i$',i·Wi;Wl;..tih ~,""", 'fOrgovemmoot 
'" "ro~Q~ro~rMim~i.~::'.'· ;" > •. :~" .~. 

New voting ~ystDm 

., Que8llsbn::l..:t ~Y:;lCm Of optionl! prefmooll1ll 'IOIing is u:MiO.!. "fad sheet aoo"t 
'OPV i~ ~le trom; WifK!! om m y.jJJ. 

JlleW~;j.~ 

Appendix D conlalns a rev~sd vcr~ion ot a papor prlipar!ld fu , III irlqlJiry. Harx1!i 
an P~rliiYr1iN1I. by the Leglll llnd GolY.lt~utiol'\(l1 ComminM 01 tne Pl'Gvijou~ 
Pal~aon...,t. It ptovlcJes i"llormaticn Nl"'" our voting 3"f,)lem ElM "" I)IS K m1l1/lt be 
changw'to pro",;,je mOfIl divltliily in candidates woo mic,t be l!ected. 

As In Oueens\4nd, !ho \/OIltlg system ill !ha UK mWw~ il """ Y diNicult tor 
<"Anoict>orM /mm 1Tt1nOf pArlIes to gal eIeCl~(1 In I.1lY :!~, rromf WJ,OOO ,.dlUoI 
stuc\io:<lts;" IIw UK "'lied ,n 10. m<d: eM<:~ 10 OOlII1lde wlh !ho QCflCf31 clecllonG. 
ThIt studinta IIOtad kW 1101 act .... 1 cauidales The r_ Jlb! ~ho""ed llIa l the 
sru!lCnlSwatC allTaOle<i 1O pantoc wI*;h r;m e,," didales 0"1 certain iswes; Inr 
ex!Imllll!, mtd!Nt19 who felt ~ionolC aDDUI .ne IInvrorr.enl ~\Id fur Itw GfW Il 
Party. n....pi!. f~li'>o tt) h .. vlt 11 sngtl! GBfllidale retufnOO In lhe 9&lleC3I GlIlCtlOlls, 
l/w G 'W~ P..,ry ~"""IJ 45 ""t 04 a ~itrle 3019 "Mb r l!'le moc k e!lICtion. 

Propo.1i!11 11l 1!lPf.S!iI"ItEl!iOn IIOIfnij. whicl'l ts UGoo 101 Sel1llhl llkr.1 (>t'1' ill Alr.itralia, 
pr~. "rMo!"" O!lr"'lI1.m ~n'Qr mPrlCll" partieS to Win seatt 

'<t b'lk~ _l ~'f'r?A«-on/;9 

• 

• 
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Voting .. ge 

In Australia, yoo m U~I ~ 111 )'O'«rs okllo vol .. _ TII .. "i,,''''''''' ""tng «y .. in 011"" 
countries 13ngOO from 15 10 21, 

Th .. minimum aqIOS S9t by the law tor otilel at;t!V1tles ale ~sted in ~ppendbr 8. 

New ide"s 

", Apr~ 2004, tollowir)g 11 projoot OIl tho age 01 01001011.11 majolit)', the United 
Kingdom Electoral commission re<:o,'M1eMdad thllt the mil1i11um age 101 a~ fevel" 
of va~ng In public eledinns in the lIK ""main at 18 years for the!im" beino- Th" 
UK Electoral CooJlllis$ion adviso.d, how.",,,,,, M,,1t ~ w:pe<..'t...J 10 urld",liIke a 
lurther fOflllal rvl'iiiW 01 th10 minimum voting E1g11 Within a lurthelllve 10 &e'llln 
yaars. I1 ertC:luraged the oovammenl to considnr ;nili.~!in<J ~ wider review of tM 
age of majorly. 

In WOO, a reiXlrt on changing social and 1"9'" Irwnewcrks for yo...-.g Australians 
found tlliit, de.pit .. $Qm" int",,"sl;,, y",tting mu"" ill~viid in \hili, ~ommunily and 
in gOY<;ImmQl'l\ d9CI~lon-makln!l procQsses, yooog poople W9r~ QUIte raiuctanl to 
cjalm th(! 1ig/1 and rospoo~ibiljty 01 having the vote younger than 111: ag8 18. Tl1c 
majority (74.,..,) ot young poople irwolved in the research said Ihet theywere not 
,elldy or in1erestoo n gettin1 nvo/vfld n forrn~t pniiti<'..'It f1rnc" .. ~"~ ~L.Ich ~~ \/Oting 
belo",", th~y ",er! 18. Their paren1s agreed, w~h a majority (Bt ..... ) s"9ge"ting that 
youn9 peoplOi afOj not mal\xOj ""I.)U~1o ~nd nol i"(",.,,.(oo n vuliny ll .. fu,,, a,,,y """ 
18, and Ihat ~ung PiopJi lSldif I a havQ OlhQf p;iSSUrQS -(0 confront and oonl...,o 
wilt1 (~ee CaroOfl. Filzgorald llnd Rocho). 

Compulllory 'oOling w~~ introduGed n QuooMI"nd in 1914 ~nd by Ihe 
CommonWi!~1Ih ;, 19N_ RM"M"h by Maner (pl>b!;"hed in C;";c l.iter~cy· /!<>w 
InformedCiti:lens Make LJelJ1<X1acy Worl<, Ur1jw'sily Pr",,,,,,, 01 Nsw EnQland. 
Hanover, 2DO~) indi<.:aw$lhat the slt""'l 01 irltroductng <.:omp~sory volinQ in 
Auslmlla was ID Mng aboot a. 23"-0 overa~ Increase irI IIOting. 

"" ---'ftr"'L'J';ftalMW'-La,,-~ "",-4-",' dc-

---""--

EdUcation in schools 

In Qoeen~land sctOJls, tr.,ra is no sUbjEct c~lIed 'ci~i;s 9ducalioll' or 'C~L~ir>S"'p 
educati<Jn·. Primal'{ and slIoon<hry slLtd~nls \Gain about d9ll1ocracv, including 
parliament oovcrm wnt a,nd oIOCli(]flS. in n n"moor of ditferenl subJeots St\Xlonts 
also experience d~mocrlll:Y al school. for examrle thmlJ()h el""lion.. for "chool 
r.()unc~ m~mber. arllor school leaders_ 

Eduo~tiO!1l1bout demoeraov 
Addilional edJcaticnaf opport l.ll itiiS r«l~anl lu u~!TJ<lt'r~cy ""..:Ic.dIl. 



visits tothe Oueenslllnd Parl ~ment, or to a regional sitl;nQ 0' tho Queensland 
Pllriament, "Ind ooLJcati:lnal activities pmviMd by Pllriillmel't&y Education 
$I!rvi"",.; and 

eiootorai education achvtie~ conducted by the Australian EtOO1Qrol Commission, 
~llCh /IS school v~its, 

For students 

\i) Whoirir;~~'::'IV,.piilx;l/whil/qid,y9P _lIl1jQy 'l1if;al'bu:.v~nil. >lbOUt 'O( 

J!l ~Xp8'ifQ#cird~~r4,ytJJ.Jt:--e_ClJfJPt!.;;, ::;,'< . . <.f'-i' ':;":._ ,,~ • " <'_L 
Wi4!t' more,- CCIJI;f,~h~li __ (iO~ tQ;~IJ~'tJf!~mfl,ro;_vpl~' ;dSI1J~,ay>fiI!d 
P~1l! Y0i 'M' it>at,)i'?'J tl(t~-Wd 'rOfpirilf'J:t '1t>tI.ctlnfiiJj}~~ 1ltb{A: tmgl1giryJ K1 
"..-mJii,a~'y?" "," ".," '.' ',' 

Forl .. oh.ri 
oji }{o.W:'rtq;~'YOui~J(,;:)tilPP/rXlc.h,t:!IIlf:S-titii#f!9ij:¥l}i'(R~cili;il:qoi~~Y?' 
If' Htilll tIO<JJd~iJd;;;i!ft;txJ&ittorj:)fcpa($jtO 6flgagejfl}jeI':1CctACy?, ' -

NeWjdeaS 

10 pr .. viw. in~ujrKls, Ih~ L.-..g~1 .. ",J Constilclli()n~t Co;nrn:ltee and the Legal1Vld 
CQ~~titulional CommitUllIS 01 It,,;. ~ Il'th and 50th Parliaments h8vG! ",au.. 
rGCOlTlmenctations abolll Civics education in Queensland, Similar 
(ecQl"M1oodations have !)(len made by many oth(lr Australian bOOics in recent 
y~ars. A list of somi! of thes~ recommer'idatioos is set 0!J in appendix C, 

T11" CQroi~luli<.>n«1 C",llri 01 W9S\ .. rn Australia wa~ e5\atllshed '" encourage 
pwple 0' alt 3Q11S to l(lam about th .. West .. m AlJ5trali,m pol~ic"l sy~l~m and how 
to active~ ~rtiolpate itl~, It offers displays on tha Const,tulton 3nd aSPI;ICtS 01 
~il:izcnsh p nnd potilionl hinter)'. TM ElcclOral Eoocatien Cemrc is looated within 
the ~Bm~ complex, and provide~ irlterective prO<;lrama alk>win ~ people to c~st n 
\KIle, rlkr.m", lhe <>ri!Jin~ of d"""i'JCrM:Y ctnd und",~ia.nd how irn, voting system 
wo,k~ (.~ __ =P<1\r .. , .... '~.\/9V_"'''",-,d~~,Mm), P'oo;l'",m,. p,~ • .,nt"" in """ys 
whrch ilrl"agv YOL..<1g pvopl~, ar<il also cunducted tor "<:hoJI studoillt. vis Ring tll .. 
Centre. Teacher resource kils complement each prograll, R"source b<JX9S on 
varioUG topicS are available 10 schoots In remOle area~. In Jddil:io~, the 
Gonslitut'orJIIl CenlT~ h~s oovelopP.rl an 'Out nMch Program' which involves a 
n«twork Qt local people in r...-"I and remote ~reas of West~rn AU5Ir~ i1\ rrmiding 
progmm~ to ,.IOO .. nll; ill thas .. areaS. Some programs ~'" ~pe<.-ilic to Indig9lwus 
oommunties. 

A CivK:.;,oo Cti7"n~hir Edo,)(".<ltion WP.b5~P. (v..tlich incorpor!l.t~~ 11 previous 
'DiSCOV9'flg 09mocracy' wWsit.,) is www_civicsandcitizer5bip.e(iou,y 

'Kids Voti.'lQ U SA' is a natiOnal non Pfof~, non-partisan organisa~on that Jijach~s 
students ~bQut crtiz~n~hip, ci ~lc respoo3,bi~ly, democracy aM pol~ioal 
participatoo_ TOIJ€!her with clasMoorn <octi";t~s, stLJden!si\~ provided wi1h M 
opportuni;y 10 cast ~ 'Kkls Votiny' ballo\ on ~Io>ctim u;ay, and \I..ey Wl9 on thli 
sarTlC cardidaws aM iSsues as adul1S. 1rl200~, 1.5 mlliO'1 stooanls turned out to 
vote tor p·esid@nlllll.local and state candidates. Areas wi:h a Kids Voti<1Q USA 
p<og ram h8ve show-ed a voting rate for f&gistered 1 8 year old5 IiA1 d i.'l 14% 
hiIJher thim tor ~<.",·participil1ing ~reas, ~(> www.kiJs\fl;lt~<JUSH.Qni. 

As part oIth~ Kicta Voting USA 5e""0::",,, 'Doubl""Click Dem,]cracy' (see 
.',".;".;' kids#i"9ys?crQ,'Dc,,~C 1':;"!'I11'<' .'5p) ~!~~ ~"e!oped to ~ g"", .,rll~"nts to 
~arli;ipat~ in an aLil!>""Ik: voting .. xperi~nc .. ""ing iI woo-b~~ed wlir>g syst~m 
The onlioc 1x!lot~ roplic~tc lllc candidates and l'lsuos aauts VOte for, and providG 

., 
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stooeots w~h practic& b.dloti whi::l, haw 1~1k.s 10 <iandiclat .. tiographiQS and o1tHir 
rWQ\JfC~S, About 35,000 students participatC\1 during the ~004 presk:lenMI 
CiooliOllG. 

'T~ens N2 PulitK:~' is" US-based wabslta wtlk;h offers I'OOI1g people an 
opponulllty to participotc in di3cussion IOr1.!ms on!opics suer!lS the e<:onomy, 
foreign policy, general poIitir ... II.~sue.~. 1Inimals and the envirol1merlt, Prom;':" is 
also made fc. )IO'Jng P"<lpt& to conlribul .. to disc\ls"iun~ undoIr th .. ballll~r 01 'left 
wing d,,,t' and 'right win!! comor'. S991!/W1'1.teensn2ooiticli.comiforumsf. 

\it ---!L1\b t/u1 fkfJ3(fIlIM,=ij~· __ _ 

Political p~rtie~ 

Th .. 2004 Young Australian oilhll YGar, Hugh El/MS. MS sugg(lS1cd that young 
paeplo 1,*1 shut 0\.( of mains!ro~m puny poilies. 

Thll fom"" OU"';Ir;land Slam Youth AdVlsol)' CounCil tokt the ClOflImttcc that tile 
Isslles aooresseo Dy pOilllcm panlC~, paniCularly at election ti'ne. Ire dominated by 
those relevant to ckJer peopll! I!I1d our ag<!!ing population 

N!lwidM~ 

Dr I\hadno VrcIDOO, a i0clUrer at the Univeffl/ty at S\KiI1&Y, r~se!l.rcl1ell youllQ 
poop!!! and pollics_ She writes lh;lI, 'rh", on", arM of partioipllljon that remains 
low re.- )o'O'-A1g people, arxl ind¥id ror m",,1 Au~l,alia"s, ;,; m~rt"mlhip 01' pul~ir.;al 
parli€s. Rathw !han labglllng party membershtl declino as apathy, we ought to 
see how ulI(ltJpeoli:1g polilioal parties hay" becomft. And il t!I up 10 pllr1iBll to 
i:1volvlI a new g~neriltiOf"l This might not be by way ci tormal membership; 
msteoo, parti .. ~ mighl con~uk y()urtg PIlOpIiJ on is~u¥s rlilevanllo thlilir Ilvis' (S¥II 
Vrorn¥nl. 

In th<'l US, a nationwide ,Iurly 01 )IOLJlh attitlJde5 found that young people were 
ilr_tive in their C;)Il1mU"1,l;"s but not concerned ~bout politk:s, A< an OLJtcomlil af 
(h,d ~tLKly. " .t,,,tggy "ooplg d 10 r<Hx'mGCl youth to domoc",O'f i~ that, duM~ 
election GnmpoiQns, the media affer youth-moderated candkiat~ debllte~ (see 
National A~soc ;>ItiM of S6~""taries 0/ State)_ 
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Politicians 
Many research studies 11 Au~trlJ.ill. ~1"Id internll.tionally reve~1 that yOUT\Q people ara 
CY0;"IIII100li thoo. hehallioor 01 poIil",ian~ 

ID HOw G':111 p"Ji/idaM l/Ji!mMiv~rtl~t_ore-, Ine18ith of· young peopl9 fri 
l.tt i:i!nTocrar.:y? -

Or Ariildnc Vromen GOYS that poM(Cians only OOrnlidcr yo'Jf111 people when they 
presentlJ. probl",m; tnal young people lend to be lall<.ed about Miller than IIIlke<! 
w~h; 1\1><1\1"1111 YOlXlQ rMpIo'!'~ f""'I"'r<""tiv~_' Ilr ... rarely ind Jm.d in pubi c d!bat~_ 
Dr Vrrnnan suggests that wl1<11 is r""",de<:J ls direct evidence of yolYtg peopi,,'s 
"""~fi'm:;.,.; and ~'g cwffnls based un such I!viOOflCW (s". Vrum,,,,), 

In the Uritod SI3!OS. Cooada nnd lM Un~Gd Kingdom, W'1,""C vOling isn't 
compu isO!)', it haS been stlown that contaot with poiitiCUllartics and cmdidmas is 
!In import~nt al"ment of 'get-oo\-the·v<>l:e' !Jrategi~!\. r olowing thft 2001 IJrilish 
g(!f1eral eiectioo, the UK E",ctoml Oomm;3sioo idenlif ... d, lack of C,yw«","ng by 
poli\icia". ,,~ " i ~wfy r~~""" for <Jis~"lisf"cti"" ("n u 10'" iCl"rl<>!J I) "mong first·lime 
<JOt.,rs. 

----.-------~~~~ 

Belri'] ht"ard 

Whilv youn~ ~<>P" rn"y be tum.,.;! uff puliUc~ ai il cl.lITently o;J .. r .. tei, milny 
studlll; aM surveys Mve fOlJlld that young pGOpja arEl very In~ljrllst9d In po~llcal 
isSllCS inportant to them. The Chal enQe tor QO'.'ommen!S is to enga(IC with young 
~eop\e, ~nrl tne fi!~t thinO that yoomg flAopif! "ay i.~ that they ,>An! tn he hl"!8rd 

m Hav~ ycu u~p.d My oll~~ gavllmmt!rlt apporlll~ to v~ your apirlKm~ 
~~t """''' is",,,,_~? How ~If'..ai"~ ""'~ 1/1 



• 

Now k:!S$ 

., WMlGm J'.u&lmlin. IhQCivie:l aM Cr:li!emhep Und in trle lHparTnMl 01 Premll!r 
300 Ci1I»neI aims to enhMI:e dllmocraq in fllll slale througtIo ~ educalioo 
and the promcAioro 01 ..,. ~ cilw lIY. The yuaI"" it comrn.nty'lfMni all 
WH~n ~1m8 are \I31uQ(131cil1zens, ~ "'~y pl.ly Q IJign!lioo.nt I'lM in 
,tnInQ poI~ proritielO and ...mere !l1&y help M!l.pIt!he na/ure oIlMi' ~ (..-., 
WWW.C!!!+CO.....Qe._.ooYHufl. 

Dr ArledlHi V,,,,",,," :;;uggHl1 that, 'Young poople havQ a bro.td rnngc 01 
IiCOOQIIIJe, IIcclal. and poikical exporlences' and tIler we need to '<::reat~ inclusive 
IOITM 01 ~mar.ce that recGO'!lise and buJd upon dilfll.MI .... ~y! of making 
cocnrnll1ti~. Thn,," in power f!Md 10) 1i!.1"'" to youn{j people mIX\! , •• ,,<I)I<>U09 
poortW~ ~ \Oiaws illld .. .ljJOIri", .. ,u IlIl'ed 11;1 bv ~~ In ttlo rooda' (&OO 
V'OITI8I1). 

"' -------~ 
- -- ._-----_ .. -

N9W!deM 

In 2003. the lA'1lmi5.sioo lor Olildren an<l Yoong P1WpItt wUl n l'ltoo to p.rti:ip"t\l 
in H mmmitteollor ttw Oilvttlopr 110111' 01 ~ sports .. nd rllCrllatlon laclYty lor )'Ol.f1g 
peopIiI 011 P .. 1m Island in Nar1t1 Owiensland. The commlsGIor: iJ,'1dCllii'\OO the 
hnpoltallCG ollha committoo aetdnll young people wIlat /th1YV4Ill6d. lhe ~ue 
!0I1nt COrTwnl'lSiDI'l wa:; nO! :to much 1'low do we iIlvdtnt child'r!n In ~ buiJrling 
otlhi$ f4ctitty"Dut ralhl!f ~dn _GM u.. fil6lity Iho diIdrett ... ....,,?': 
In 2003, 1n Pilllllllllllta m SyoJney. iI. Vaulh Jury PfOSOOlIld ~g peol*) witI'I 
p..:5cN uppottunilies to I~am and dl8ClP.S!he clvcreo intCtwt> ano: COt'lCem3 at 8 
wkIG variety ot)'Oi.ll9 pooplQ oCt'O$$ the P!lfrnma1ta regiOn . Pf.l1ieipAnt.~ leam..d 
abOuf ttatTlwol1c, negotiallon ilk.13 and tn.. f'Ow""s 01 govemme-nl This ""abW 
tl"lem to ~tm r""~lJic recommendations to $~pport Ih .. nW<J¥ ullhe coM ectiv .. 
yo\~h of Pamullatta. 

ThA ~Im d too YQ uth Jury wU to a..,~iIIl with ~ridgi~ r ... ciillntcr~llr\CG and 
cu.~lal oJl ........ 5iIy ~9 ytlLKlQ paoj:!G 01 Palf3ffiatt3. 

The f i'COlll rl"lWdiuims. 011110 YOVIh .JMri_e aimed al koygO\"CIl"t1JlGfll Md 
~-ommuriry Olgltlistilions 01 PolramGrul. 

- --- ---_. __ ._--

---~------.-
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Taking- lIetion 

Young P"OP"' ,.,,,,,1 10 be i\ctiv~ly involved in ooll)QCraC)'_ Votir19 at electi oos is mliy 
one way of ~elng klvot;ooo.., a demccratic iocillty. 

0Whlcti Of Ih#lfo/foWinf; aotivitifffl ha ';ilyJu canleQilIlt <f,- WOUld yw liklito 'ca try 
l!t OIJt? ' " " _ 

Activity 
H.ve<lnn. Would IIkr \0 

(,<,xl do ("or~1 

VoIunl!!ertf1Q gJ .N 
Inltalillg or pa~lcipating in ~ lceal ~outh project aJ "" I,,;H,"~ co.- .;\1";"'" ~ 1",0;\;'", '" 0'l 

Attend nQ ~ r!I~Y or proteat !iiL fill 
Taking pa~ In a .tr1l<~ '", ~) 

EleinO' rn~mb",. of A pclj!ic~ P'rtt iJ '" BQir>~ ~ mamber of a tradu "",ion '" W 
• ,,,,> P' B!ting a memll"'- of ~ "u4..-.1 uooo 

Ilcing a J1\OO1bcr or 0. noo govommcnl 
org~ni,ation which Iobb",s lIO""ITVIlent (e,~. Th. p "" WIkl.", .. , 50< .. 1)", AAln .. ty M"ilomt1!OOaI, 

G"'~."".l 

Conto.d>nQ a politician O( Ic:c.al gov~mment ,§.: "" ~our,,-il or 

Par1idp(1\1r1g" 0. YCUI~ f'~~""'C'I11 El, , 5() 
R<>ir1\J i.,"-,Iv"," in ~ YooII1 COOJIl~il '" foj/ 

1>c1nQ i"~""'''o In "" o~ani"'ffon wMi<:h "CeKS k> a, JB 
r""r~",,," 11", ,,",WS of YOO ' ''J peori'" (~·o- Ymmo 
Au.troollo.n RlK81 NQtw;)rI<) 

Young oeopl~ say that to De enllElged in democracylMy neej 'hinQ~ such as: 

informatiDn: 

QpponUllilles to acttvety engag(l In democracy: 

an idea about whllt Can be achi",~d f'l'lalisticlltly: 

s;.>iI!:\lS r-. which 10 moot alld dsclJ>5: ;and 

access It: tlle intemel, pMtocopiers, etc. 

!Po Whm a!SiSISIlCe or enoouragamei1t do you nG8d from govemmint to (ilk,. 
$!! action ebout the IS5LJeS yoo teer passiol1fllee.lxM? 

N<\w ;n,.a5 

Blisbo.ne Gity CounGll haa developed 'Vi~ble In~', a wolXiile which al ows young 
pMple In h1lW! a My in Ihe CouI1c.iI's r<ngr~m~. Th", WP.b~jt8 cmi~n~ inioaYoalian 
llbout !low YCU1"d P""fJI~ c~Jlloav" Uwj, say, '-'''''r~5 for yoong P'I"PJe, I"'~s to 

• 

/,/ J 



r~wurc~s ;o/ld a forum 11\rCll.lgh which young pgopl(> can IiIXP"8SS II1li1ir opifliooi. 
The CouocN has also prollided young people wittl areas arOlM Brisbane..mere 
Ihfoy ~.an CIlI""Je together to ~I ~nd ~i!.n~e /lCtillilies Md projact" 01 inl"' .... _~II" 
~-.em_ These ;ifeilS ar .. au: .. siliul~ 10 y<X1I19 poopIe arid w ... r<!Soufl:W (see 
~cv.l$ll;lle-ln\(,9!JJll. 

The Vdorian C'.ovemrn~ prooliCed a tlandbook for yooog people on howtlley 
can Cfllate ci,ar.ge in Itl",;r coonnurlily, Thlil hlmct:){lO~ ~rwitWs $~"",tions OIl 
how young people can geT aetlve on a proJeot IhGyf9(l1 pasSbr\at9 about, and how 
UmyeM implement fha! project (see 'INfflllooth YiI; wv .Wpd!:IID'f?SbooI<3.pd(). 

The FOl.Ir1da"Ion for Young Auslralians '" a non-proli! organisation dook:ai:ed to 
OeVl!k>\.ing inn"~alivi 1nitia(i~O!l; that .upport ii.f1d I,Imp<.lWl;'r young ~pko ~gi!d f 2 
to 25. The Foundation proVides seed-funding fer i:!cas. proaoti~91y ooeks 00-
lund.nIJ 10 3~port initia~ws and helps the recipients 31rueture tnemootvQ3 10 
ensure fang-term suslaini'thility_ Fllr.h )'Par, Ihe FOlJnd"1ion manages" portfolio of 
gram iotalinJ ab<Jut $6 million_ At least 25% of toml gtallt flfldintl is dedicated 10 
initJ'~~ specnicaUy dl.lsigf1i'd to b<;!nefit YOUf1\llndigenous !lustralians (""" 
_ .1'QUll..Q.auJl[[a.!!l!nl>,_or:g) . 

'«------- ------ - ------

NIIW id"~i 

The Youth Eledoral Skldy (YE'S) found th~t p'1r!lnt~ ~fe ' '"{Iarded by young 
people as the most important 500rce of i'1iorm"tion about vat"'9_ T elavision Md 
nwwsl""l"'rs "' .. th" next mu,l important, how",",,,, IfOUng pB01Jl~ view lhesw I"'tle' 
iiiOUrcGS with ~oma tceptlclsm, 

" 
i2 Whili role (101.7 rlon-gw,.mmenllo~1WllU/1S.ix 'Wlmlltlily q!p"tisaoollS play 
III in gattlng YOVTO people aCff'v\9 andIlIvolVea Wflh domccrac:;1 

NcwjdeM 

ThG Inspire FOOn(!;3,Uon (see ~w.in~pi!,,_ . .Q!g.a~J is a nalional .loo-prom 
fOUndatIOn "":li:h aims to create opporlumties tal young Austr~ioo~. principal y 
1I!ll!d "~twl!en 15 and 25. \0 he!p Ihemselves i'tnd others_ The FOt..mlaCon 
ackoow"'dg~s that yOl!flQ psopla want to mail .. ~ po~~ivij d;lf~r'mC\j in thew own 



I 

:i 
I 

I 
lives and n tIlelf commun~ies. Younc people are aotjvely :molved in the 
development OOd detivery 01 IlII the Foundlltlon'~ initilltr.ea One initiative, 
'ActNoI"', ;s a Web·bM~ s~rvic~ that wnl prov>d~ young PKlpt" wilh inlormalm 
and supp<>rl "n how tlw), ~an b\/CU11~ involved jn is~ws 01 CauS~" ~ Ih~ir 
comm unit\" t~at they are passionate abOl1I. 

Vihp.Wir~ I'ntJth S"NC",~;S 

1 whic~ 

informatkn 'W'ith o'lher 
in~kJ"", I' 
peapl .. ou·. un 11 
r .. port. WH~ utllls .. d 

; 
I I I a ran!jil 01 topir;~, partk;ipal", 

ond become invoivoo in me exchange ot 
Re<:enlll1~iatives 

t I SBS and ABC n~WS. 

The US Ad COur\()il i~ a ""n-prO/it orQ'''ni.a.tio~ which produces. r»slrii:>LJtAA and 
promotes putllic ."'rvi<:~ ~amp"ign~ on a ra"!J'" 01 i5~1IP_~. A mcenl campai\lfi, 
'Fioght Mannequinism" focussed <;:0' illlfMU'"''9 youth cillic erogag~ment and voter 
p."t;d~lion. It involved !1Ilwision and radio ads aimed al gell~'9 y,-,un~ P""~~ 
irlvoNGd ir ISSU9& they carEl about, volunteElrlng an(! vOTing (&00 
~.fk!h1mon!1CouioiGm.j)ro), 

·flClC~ the 'lele' is a non-prdit mg'<ni~tion which aims In e'9"ge young po!!opIo!! in 
Ine r."lli<;~1 proceM in tho!! Uniled Sta1e~ and dr"w atlentioo to iMlJo!!~ 01 concern 
to yoong p<tople, It cooroj ",.t~s vOlBr ,,<s;;;lr ~tiu" criVfi!s ~rt::! .. dlJCalioo .. Itol ts \Q 

.,nsure yoong pliiopki liix .. rci~ thiir rlQ11t to Veli. Youth cutUI" is harnissed in Ih~ 
promOlicn otlts oampaigns, many 01 wtlioh teaMe hi91 prc1ila ooleDrllles Irocludi(1g 
mU$ician3, aolors, athletes and comedian". In the 2004 eleotions, 1.," mi~on 
people tco< advanttlg& of the orgttrM'KIticn'3 online vot~r re(li3traticn t8C~it)', and a 
further 200,000 r.,ry~tered as ~P"rt ot the RDd the Vote RI,~ T",,, aUOS~ tlla 
GO<.lnlry (sEe W1ifW.n""ktMval<il,oom), 
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There is m set form for a submission Io:l the committee SubmO!.siorls may be made u.~ing 
the I1qu~y ru~IIU'SI;l tOllTl or in 1h8 farm of a 1 .. l1er, a substantial jr<lpooror a shOft 
oocumoot and ttey may include appendices. SubrniSGiOlls mo.~ COrllnin facts, opinions, 
arguments and r~ommendatioM fm "ditm_ ThIo! mQ.,t usefui sUlmi~sions a.m to the 
point 

The COI"TVTlitt"", would prefer wril!en ~ubmi5.Sions. but will aI.50 ao-,<:F.pl "'jhml.~~ioo~ on 
audk> lap<>. For wrilrun ~Wrnissi;ms, lypoo Of pr>ntlld t"xt i~ prefwabJ~, though r~ibl .. 
hand-writflln sutm)sslolls ara acceptablE!. Nl.JTlberOO p"ges arld, tor submissions in 
O~CCS$ at 2Q pages. Q brief summary nnd a table of oontento is alGa helpful. 

All submissions must include the 1\M10 and comnm dctaWs 01 the per$Oll making the 
oubmlssion. Tho~e makillQ a 3ubmi~SlOn on behalf of an orge.niaation shouk! indicalCl at 
whall<!!\/el th<'! ~ujm~~ion ha" oo..n aulhork~ed ("'9 sub-=mmttea, pr~ident, ch~ir. et~.). 

Pubiio otficer~ may make mmmissions as plivate indNiduals. However. ~ relerenoe is 
m ... t1,., in a ""bm:s..ion !otheir official ro~~i<)(1. ~ should ~!s" ha m~dfl cle~r Ihallhe 
,"-,bmis~ion is mad~ in a pr;-..-... t", capacity. Sui>missions from government departments 
shwld be author;; .. d in a<:C<xdallCliI with flOrmal oopartmantai proc<.'dur". 

Contl/inl and r.~VlInce 
A submission ma~ covar iome or al 01 the Issues raised In 100 rQspans", form. It woUd be 
helpfLA ij submissloM oJoa~y stated whICh isSI;OS aro being QddrOflWd. 

TIlG commllt9""* usual prOCedure i$ to publICly release and lable ~ubmlssions in thll 
Lo!Jisla~vc Asscmbly. Not all swmission:l wi~ necoosarily be putHo/lcd oodlor l:llJ!cd. T~e 
committee re~erve3 the lighl to oot publish 01 table confidential sl'llmis310fl3. or 
~t.JbmiSSion3 whir.n ... ". Irrel,.,,,ant, cMtain ~ClJ/fiIooJ~ CIf rlef"",aIDry mate,illl. Or are 
otherwise rtOt suitabllil for publis~ng. The committee will inform yeu ~ H d€cld.os. not to 
accotpt, ur nut tu "ulho<isliI lh", publication of, YOU' so..tJmi~si"". 

Confld.ntiaJlty 

The cornmittg.g a:»mpts to conduet: its inquiries ill tMe moot open way possiblii. How,",iir, 
H YOU beUeve that your submission (or pM of.) should net: be made publie. dearty wtfte 
'confidential" on each page and, in a brief COVllling IfItter, explain why )-Our submisSion 
should be tre~t"" confidentially The committee will then COI1~ider your Ie'l""'st tor 
conJiderlti~lily 

Unauthorls-.d RQllilase 

Onc .. tI1Q commlttoo receives a Submission. ~ beCOmes committee property aoo should 
not bo pllblislled l"~hOul the oommlltee's a.ut/1crlsanon. Publication <:I; a swmi~siort 
without Ill" oornmi~ee'~ authoriMtion meM~ 1h~1 th~t publication i~ nnt pmle<:1ed by 
p"'~amentary privleg", and may am"...,t to a C()/ltllmpl of Parliam"IlL 

All submlssians should be sent to 

I Retaarctt Director 

••• :~'~';,;:::~"~~:~;,: ::""""R"'" Committee '" 
QLD 4000 



R~4IO F_ 
.... ",.. ......... w,.:;, .. ,.,. ...... _ "" __ :t='",-n<I,~r~Y~ /_~_·>:t:.,"-"'" 

SUbmlnloM elose on Wednesdll) , 30 ~ovember 2005 
EXltl'lll1OOS to NI r.h";'"9 &te may be g<~en. r)'QU nW\l ll~rOl bII!o milke iI 
... .,bm~&ion. 0' i)'OU ~OIlu.tIw.lnfolmil1ion , cootac!!hI/ COrr,rnI!\OC"l: SOOQ!il/'laI 00: 

T <'IIfIJlhclo"'le: (07) 3;1()6 7'JfJT 
Far:: {07} 3406 7070 
Eman: IqatoQcartiame!!l.d(l OOYAU 

CoPIfIR 01 mI, r.1\p~ r and ~I oU....- ~iJbli.; .. li?o!i by tI1e Le>lll an<! Consl~ LJtional Commil1co 
lire ava llabllit "" lhe Inl .. m .. t viM tIlB committ~·s homo pa~ DI: 
www.parll;!rrl9""QId.gQv,av!comrnl!!Oeslleoelrey him 

Contact (o.g. prone number): 

Emo.il : .. , ........ ..... . 

'-------._--------------/ 




