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A PARLIAMENTARY COMMITTEE INQUIRY INTO YOUNG PECPLE
ENGAGING IN DEMOCRACY IN QUEENSLAND




Your volos

The &irn of this inguiry is to make practical recernmandalivgs 1o
intrease the interest wnd puricipalion of young people in democragy in
Cusensland.
The committes wants to hear from yeung paorie, in particular, about:

#  whal is needed in Queenskand,

% what will work;

what won't; and

i
% what ygu want to do ar experience.

We would also like {o hear from all peopie in Gueensland whe hiave en
interest in young people, or in young people engaging in demaoray.

Ta help you o think about, discuss and respond to matters relevant to
the inruiny, we have sef out balow same:

& issues; ang
% axamples of strategies suggastad or triad elsewhare.
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Voting System tnd Elzctoral Conmission Quesnsland

Education/information

't Iz the job of ha Elactoral Cammission Queensland [EGQ) to ansure that peonle
onrdl and vote at elactions. To do this, the ECO uses education and awareness
programs {e g pmir;ards pmste.rs and school wsnls}

New jdeas

v In 2003, Electiona Ganada partnerad with Cakle in the Classnoom to develos a
naw voter education program for students, including a contest challenging people
aged 16 to 18 1o create 30-second public service anneuncements on videa telting
their pears why the democratic process and votlng are imponant.

v The United Kingdom Elecioral Comimiszion’s 'De Molitics™ aims 1o get young
people mvoived in democracy. It may he accessad at www dnpolitics oo 'Da
Palitics’ conducts workshops and events, and provides resources and traiing
acmss the LK for young pedple.

¢+ In Australia, the Youth Elsctoral Siudy {YES) found that some incentives would
attract 2 firat vota, Young people said a tax break ar the use ol prometional rock
concerts would be the meat effective incentives, but there was alsa some support
far the notion that incentives shoudd not ba neaded as voting is a responsibility
that comes with citizenship
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vater registratien
tn Australiz, each peraon must complete an enrolment form to register 1o vote.

Hojwe.coult the EGQ: mpka it em:er rnr yauﬂgt pmprmmvmmf smd fqemne
repistared to vaia? SR

New iress

¥ Insome countries, regisiration is dons by the governmend so that peopla ars
autarnaticzly registared when they reach voting age. An intemational repart by
the Institute for Democracy and Electoral Assistance, Youth Votar Pariicipation,
sugqests automatic regietration by the governmont ratner than it being a Juty of
eash porson @ shrol.

b Other countries enable people to regisler at a goiling station on election day, or
ori-line,

' In Canada, Elections Canada icentifizs peaple who have turned 18 threugh

i~fornation orovided by, for example, the tax office and metor vehicle registers.
The Chiet Elecioral Ditfcer writeg to these paople 10 ask them 1o confirm hat thay
are gfgible to vole and consent t bemg included in the netional regiater.
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Polling stations
in Queensland, polling stetions are uaually located in schools or halls and arc gpen

between dam and Gpm.
g How could the EGTF make it ensisr fir yauig peopiato-ahst thalr vote?

Mew ifleas
v |nregent Canagdian slacttone, Elsgtions Canada introdueed more peolls in logations
e which woung peopls have 0asy accoss, oueh as naar stugent residarces and

Lniversity ngighbournooda.
#*
+ |n Canads, polting stations are open for 12 hours.

v Dulegations from the Avstralian Elestoral Commission and the Viclonan Electoral
Commission observed aleetronle votlng processes at glections Inthe USa, UK
and Ireland between 2000 and 2002, e delogations considered the difforont
opitong that are available, their advantages and dsadvariages and how each
option would snit Ausiraliz's voting systems. The deleqations recommeanded e-
viring be made available 1o cerain classes of voters including voters in Antarctica,
vakars in rermote locations, voters with a disalilily and overseas volers {(ses
Wy 280.qov.aw contentiwhatvoting/eiectronic reportindex htm and
wWWW.BeC qov.aud contantfwnatvotingfe-valing report pof).

A racert rapart of the Victarian Srrotiny of Ants and Daglatinns Domnemttes,
Virfarian Electronic Democmcy, considered electronic vobing. |t recommendead
thal Viclorizn elections should not be conducled rernotaly vig information and
communications wechnolagios in the near future, bu ideniiflad tha followlng key

advantages of romote yoling systems,
gaAsY ACCCEs fof travellers and disabied paopls,

providing an Interfaca for other technologies such as screen readers, Braille
SoOMautcrs, maagnifisrs or alternative data entry systems,)

allowing for the easy and chieap distribution of baliot papers in Giffarent
langusges;
- ingtantansgus procesaing, and

allowing votors to aceess o wide range of other information while considering
and casting their vole.
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Advance vafing
Currently in Queensland, if you can'l vole &t your nearest polling booth on tha day
uf a siale election, speclal arrangements can be made for you 1o cast your vote,
&uch a8 by advance woting in person or pastal veting. These eptinns are avsilable
in only some circum=tances - for example, if you: will be interstale on poliing day,
havea a disability, or can'l vule on that day because of raligious bellafs. Forfurther
information, see Www.ecq,dld.qov au.
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»  inthe UK, postal voting is available to any eligible voter on request. A perscn may
apaly for postal voting jor a parficular alection, for a certain period of lime or fur all

future elections.

»  Tafacilitate vofing, the stale govemment could daclare the day of a state alaction
a public holiday or schedula an eledtion tor a day othar than a Saturday.

» In future, if electronic voting were to be introduced, for example, it nead not be
recessary o have an '&[ec.ﬁ{.:ﬂ day', with all vates cast on the sanie day. Voting
cauld take placa, for exampls, aver an 'election wealk!,

N %s

Close of rolls
Currently, after a stale slection is callod, people have between 5 and 7 days to
regioter to votc.

E .'

v Pricr to the 2004 faderal alection, the Speeclal Minisier of State, Eric Abetr
proposed that:

v the electaral rofl be closed to new volers on lhe day the election wiits would  be

issued {usually lhe day the slsction is announcead); and

*  pecple wishing to change their enroiment details be given three days in do 20,

This proposal did not proceed as # was not supporied by the non-govermment
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Fixed clection day
In Quesnsiand, thers is no tixed alection day tor state slections.

A fixed alzction day could allow improved clivica education couraas, mock-clegtions
and other strategies ancouraging young peaple's engagament with alactions to be
planned in advance (see Miner). For exampie, a fixed election day would allow
civics aducators to plan and condust thedr courseas In paralial with an efaoion
BAFNDaIN.

Da you think imoroad Siics Sdunition i8-a: warfﬁwm'n-m:rsm fa-r govemmem
10 cOnsidar.a change o fixed term Blechdns?: - w ol .

Hew ideas
v In Quoensland, slectians far all iogal gavernment authorities are generally held
every four years on tha last Saturday in March.
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New vating system
In Quaenskand, a system of optional preferantial voting is used. A fac] sheet ahout

‘OPY is avaiteble From: wwe eco.gld.gov.au.

R Bo your think young peaple: wotid Eelmam Ukaly fo vola.if fhs: voting system

was. changed so' that. mncfrdaies THning on; eeﬁafn :,isms af padfeufar mtere-a:f

oy poiung: pggp[a waria mc.-re nkEI o g gl ME fﬂ

panamerii?
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Mow ldaas

v Appendiz D containg a revised version of a paper preparart for aninquiry, Hands
o Padiarment, by the Legat and Constitutional Cormmittes of the previeus
Parliament. It providas information about our voting systemn and ways it might be
changed 1o provide more diversily in candidatos who mignt oo elected.

v Asin Dueansland, the vating system in the LK makes o very dificut for
candidates lrom minor parties to get elected. in May 2005, sorme 500,000 schos
students in the UK vored in 2 maock glaction w0 coincide with tha general elections.
The studems voted for the actual candidates. The resuits showed that the
students wers eftracted to parties which ran candidates on certain issues; for
example, studants whn felt passionate about the environment vated for the Green
Parly. Daospie TH@ing o haws 2 single candidate relurned in the general eluclions,
ihe Greon Party securad 45 out of 4 possible 348 seats In ine moeck alaction,

v Prapotional representation voling, which is used for Senate elections in Australia,
provides greaber opportunity or mingr parlies o win seats,



Voling age
In Augiradia, you must ba 18 yeare old fe vole, The minimum voiing age in winer
counics rangss 1tom 1510 21,

The minimumnm agcu sl by the faw For othor activitios ars ||smd in appenduc B,

a g :3 F et :"Jﬂ:‘ﬂ"ﬁn fﬂﬂﬁ}rﬂdﬁﬂi? EHI . R TR
yoting ﬂ?ﬂ & IwEred,; SH ould VoG L, Wﬂﬁﬂ?@da B v
Mew ideas

b In April 2004, fallowing & project on the age ot slactoral maierity, the Unitad
Hingdam Elecltoral Comrnission recommended that the minimurn ags fae all levela
of vating in public elections a1 the UK remain at 18 years for the time baing. The
UK, Efectoral Commission advised, howevar, that it expacted 1o undertake 3
further formal reviewr of the minimum voting age withine 3 further flva 1o s8ven
yaars. |t encouraged the gavermmant 1o oonsider initiating a widor reviow of the
Bge of majordy.

v in 2000, a repart on changing social and legal lrameworks Tor young Australians
tound that, despits soma intarest in getiing more Invalved in their community and
I govemment decisicn-making processes, young people wearg gulte reluctant io
claim tha right and responaibility of having the vote younger than at age 18. The
majority {74%) of young peonle involved in the research said that they were not
reddy or interested in geiting invalved in Formal polifical procesaes such as valing
belora they were 18. Their parents agreed, with & majorily {61%} suggesting that
yaung pecp'e aré nol mature encugh and not fnlerested in voting before they ara
18, and that young pecple under 18 hava ather prassures te confront and contend

with [see CGarson, Litzgersid and Hochel

r o Comnptilsony wodicg was introduned in Cusensland in 1914 and by the
Commorwealth in 1924, Reseanch by Milnar (published in Civie Litaracy: How
Infonmed Citizens Make Democracy Work, Universily Press of Naw England,
HManover, 2002) indicatas that the aifect of Intreductng compulsory voling in
Australiz was 0 bring abodt o 23% overall inercasd in voling.

%Q{f' I\&é th'_QLk‘)T_Q., ‘Jﬁ T‘ﬁ(ﬁ?_: e

Eduentina

Education in schools

in Quesnsland schools, there is no subject called ‘Civics educalion’ or 'citizership
aducation’. Primany and secondary studonts laarm about demoecsacy, including
parliament, govermnment and elections, in a number of different subjects. Sludents
also experience damacracy at school, fir example through =lections for schaool

council members andfor school leaders,

Education abaut democracy
Additional echucational vpporiunities relevant to dermocracy ncluce,
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3 Parlioment, and edusational activites provided by Parliamentary Education

” 5 v wie 10 the Quosngland Parliamant, or to 3 regienal sitting of the Quesns land
I
i Senvices; and

ik v eprtoral education activitias conducted by the Australian Elsetoral Cumimission,
such as sohool visits,

‘ i For students

propare ;
5! demaonacyy ' -

I
1] : Faor teachers
. ? Hovwr, duea WO sﬁh-:m' appmaa:h sivies: m:fu.-:afmn and) manf.tse m‘emocfHd:yP
b How Coold stodants e teller Sropabed [0 éfgaga 1o democaacy? = 5. T

MNew ideas
§! b In DI'E‘I’EGLIS iJ'H.'.IUiHES, thé LEIQ&! and Constitulional Commsttee and the Legal and
e Consttutiona! Commitieas of the 45th and A0th Parliamenis have made
. recormmendations aboul civics education in Queensland. Similar
i recommendations have been made by many other Ausiralian bodies in recent
voars. A llst of some of these recemmendaticrs is set oul in appandlx .

: The Conshitutional Centre of Weatern Ausiralis wes established to ehcoirigs

4 peaple of all ages to leam about the Weslern Australian poliical system and how

ty actively participate in it |t offers displays on the Constitition and aspects of

cilizenship snd polilical hislory, The Elecloral Education Centre is focaled within

the same ¢omplax, and providas interactive programs allowing people tu cast a

vote, discover the arigins of domooraey and undarsiand how tha voling system

works (ses www ooantra wa qov.auindsy B, Programs, presented in ways

which engage young peaplz, are also conducted Far ashon! students viaiting the

Cartre. Teacher resoumce kits complemnent each program. Resource boxas on

warious lopius are available 1o sehoots i remote areas, in addition, the

. Constiwtlonat Contrg vas devalosed an ‘Out Reach Pregram’ which irvalies a

i network of local paspla in rural and remote areas of YWostorn Sustralia providing
prograrms to students inthose areas. Some programs arg specitic to Indigenols

comemunities.
v A Civice and Citlzenship Education website fwhich Ingorporates 8 previous

‘Discovering Democracy’ website) 15 www.givicsandgitizenshin.etu.al,

: v "Hids Woting USA' is a national non-proft, non-partisan arganisation that teaches

i stulents shout citizenshig, civic responsibility, democracy and politival
participabon. Together with classroom activities, students are pravidad with an
opporiunity to cast & "Kids Vating' batlot on election dsy, and they vote on the
same candidales and issues as adults. In 2004, 1.5 milion students fukmed out to
vole for prasidentiyl, local and state candidates, Argas with g Kids Voting LISA
pregram have showed & voling rake for rogistered 18 yéar olds which is 14%
higher ihan lor non-padicipaling areas. See wonw Kidsvotingusa. ool

v As part of the Kids Voting USA service, 'CoubleClick Demacracy’ (see
AW Kitiswolingusa org/DoubleClickintre. asg) was doveloped to alow students to
paricipate in an avthenlic voling experignce Lsing & web-hasad voling system.

The online balivts replicate the candidates and issues adults vote for, and provide

.




studenis with practice ballots which have links to candidate biographies and cther
resowees. About 35,000 sludents participated dunng the 2004 prasidential
alections.

v Teans N2 Politles' 15 2 US-bagsed websile which offers young people an
oppartunity to participate in discuasion forums on topics such &3 the sconcimy,
fareign policy, general political issues, animals and the envinonment. Provision is
also made lor young people to contribule 10 discussiors under the bannar ul 'led
wing chat' and ‘right wing corngr’. Sto waw teensn2politics.com/ferums/.

Tie Polivienl Systent qind Tolitictamg

Political parties
The 2004 Young Australian of the Year, Hugh Evans, has suggested thal young
people feel shud out of maingiream party pelitics.

The formar Quecnsland State Youth Advisory Council told the committce that the
i3ues addresaed by political parties, particuiasly at election time, are dominated by
those relevant to clder people and our againg population.

e s A

Mew ideas

*  DrAriadne Viomen, a lecturar at tha Univarsity of Sydney, researches young
people and politics. She writes that, The ocne area of participation that remains
low for young people, and indeed fur most Australians, is membership of poiitical
parfles. Father than fabetling party membership decline a5 apathy, we ought 10
3&¢ how unappaaling political partiss have become. And it is up {o partizs to
involve a new generation. This mighd not be by way of lormal membership;
ingtead, parties might consult young people on izsuas rolevant to their lives' (see

Vromen).

v I the U3, a nationwide study of youth attitudes Found that young peopie wers
dautive in their communities but nat cencernsd abow politivs, 4s an oulcome of
that study, & etratagy adoptsd to re-connoct youtn to domocracy i that, durlng
eleciion campaigns, the media oHer youth-moderated candidate dabates (32e

Mational Association of Secretaries of Slate),
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{ i Peliticians

‘|. Mary research studies in Ausiralia and internationaliy reveal that young feople ore
:I aynical aboul the behavioue of politicians.

:{' How ocan’ pa!rﬂcxans tham-aefve.g n&st‘ar& me famr af ycrung peapfa i
1[ demacrasy? Rt ;

! hew idaas

(| v [ Ariadne Vromen says that politicians only considat young poapic when they
present a problam; thal voung people tend 1o b talked aboul rather than talked
with; and that young paople’s perspectives are rarely included in public debate.
Cr VYromen suggests that what is needed is direct evidence of young people’s
experiencas and arguments based on such evidenes {see Viomen).

+ Inthe United States, Canada ond the Unitad Kingdam, whare voting lsn't
campuisory, it has baen shown that contact with political partics and candidates i
|| an impaortant alement of ‘get-oul-the-vote’ stralagies. Foliowing the 2001 British
H general election, 1he UK Electoral Commissinn identified a lack of caavassing by
politicians as a likaly reason lor dissatisiaction (and low lurnouf)y among first-tirme

woters.,

Yavng Prople tad the Elﬁmmuwi.ttd

Being heard

Waile young people may be turned olf polilics as il currently operates, many

; slugies and surveys have 1oung that young peopis are very interestad in political
' iszaes imporiant 10 them. The ghallenge for governments is 1o engage with young
| people, and the first thing that young peaple say is that they want o Be hearr.

! { Have you used any of the govemment opportunifies to volcé your opinions
i * ghout issrms? How effecdfve was o7 '




New ingag

v In Weatemn Australia, the Civies and Citizenship Unil in the Separtment ot Fremier
and Cahinet aims to enhance democracy in that state through civics education
and tha promotion of an active citizenry. The goal is & community whare 2/
Westam Austrafians ars valued as oitizens, whera they piay a significant relg in
safting palicy prionties and where 1hay halp shage the nalure of theit soclaty {see:

winw cilizengcape wa, goy.a

v DiAradne Vremen suggests that, “Young peaple have a broad range of
sconomic, social, and political axperiences’ and that we need o ‘creale inclusive
tnms of govemanca that recognise and build upon differant ways of making
communities. Those in powsr need Lo lislen to young peaple more, and young
people’s divarsa views and experionces noed 1o be articulated in the media’ [ses

Yramen).

Hiwradows 1ﬁ'
a maka's?‘ |
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Mew ideas

v le 2003, the Cormmission fur Children amd Young People was inviled to parthspate
in a commitleg for the development of a sports and reergation facility tor young
peopls on Palm island in North Queensland. Tha Commission eingarlined the

importance of the commities asKing voung people what thay wanted. The issuc
for he Cammission was not 80 much Taw de wa invefve children in the huitding

af tis facility” but rather “how do we get the facifty the chifdren wanit?.

v in 2003, in Parramatia in Sydney, a Youth Jury pregented young people with
pragtical opportunites ta foarn and disouss 1he diverse interests and concems of 2
wide variety of young peopla across the Marramatie region. Paricipants learned
ahout teamwaork, negotiation skills and the powers of government. This enahlad
therm Lo fomm realistic recomrnandamns to support the neaeds of the collective

youlh of Parramana.
The aim of the Youth Jury was to assist with oridging racial intolerance and
cultural divorsity among young poeple of Parramalta.

The recammendations of the Youth Jury worg aimed at key government and
community organisations of Marramatta.
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Taking actfon

foung peoplc wani o be activaly involvad in democracy. Yoting at elections is only

one way of Being involved in & democratie Sociery.,

ﬁ ﬂfﬁ of the' Tollawing-activities have yoe Cariae oLl Or Sould you tke fo cany
petiity Hawdone:  Wondiess

Volunteering %) %

Initiating or participating in & local youlh project @"f

%

Imitatng ar sigqning & petikien

Attanding a rally or protest

@]
)
7
ToKING pott in & stike i
Being a mamber of a paljtical party i1
Being & member of a trade union by

[ 3 o~
Belng a2 member of a student unbon aill

Bzing a member of a8 nen-govemment

crganisalion which Iohbies governimnenl {e.g. The )
Wildemess Bgaicty, Amnesty intematonal,

Greenpeacs]

T W IHAFR

Contaeting & politician or bocal guvermimest
coungllor
Marticipating in & Youlh Parlament

Ce
Bang Inwolued in a Youtn Counsi {4}

3 b B3

Being snvokeed in an organisation which seeks o
represent the views of young people (e.q. Young
Australion Hural Mohwork)

Young people say that to he engaged in demorracy they nead things such as:
+  information;

»  apportunities 1o actively EMpags in CemMOcracy:

v anidea aboul what can be achieved realisticaliy,

»spaces in which 1o meat and dlscuss; and

¢+ ancess to the internet, photnenpiers, eto.

3‘2 What assistance or sncouragement 4o you noed kom gavemment fo take
Wi action abof fhe issues vout fgal passionate about?

Mew ideag

¢ Brishara ity Counait has devalaped Visinle lnk| A website whish allows young
people to huve a suy n the Council's programs, The website contains intormation
zbout now younp pegple can have their say, evants far young pecple, links to

A
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resources and a {orum through which young people can exprass their opinioas.
Tre Council has aleo provided young people with areas around Brisbane where
they can oome fogether to meet and organise aclivities and projects of intorest te
them. These areas ars accessible to youny pecpie and well resaurced (see

v visiblesink. org.

*  The Victoran Government produced a handbeok for young people on how they
can create change in thair community. The handbaok provides suggestions an
how young people can gel aclive on a project they leel passionate about, and how

thay can implemant that project {880 www.voulh.vio. cov.ouedfeTYE Shega.odt].

+  The Foundation for Young Auslrafiana is a nan-protit organisation cedicated 1o
devaloping innovative initiatives that support and ampowar young paople aged 12
o 25 The Foundallon provides seed-funding Jor ideas, proaciively seaks on-
funding o support initlatives and helps the recipienis structure themselves 1o
anglre lona-term sustainakiling. Each vear, the Foandation manages a pantfotio of
grants totaling abowt 38 milifon. Al leaat 25% of total grant runding is dedicated 1o
initiatives spacilically designed ta benefit ynung Indigenans Austrafians [see
www. youndaustralians.or

Whariroldioan, fimifiesand: mend“aug?ay m,.i,;gemn,g, T
invdivadt with demociary?® . AL

Maw idras

v The Youth Electoral Stedy {YES) found that parents arc regardad oy voung
people a3 the most imporant source of information about voting. Tealowision and
nawspapers are the next mast imparant, however young people view these letter
sources with some scepticism.

N

What tofe can pon-gavernment. foundations. ot aomymunily. crganisations play
i gesiting yaoung peopls activa and fveled witfi damocracy?

hMew idgag

b Thelnspire Foundalion (see www, inspire.org.au) is a national non-profit
fuoundation which alms i oreate opporunities for young Augtrallans, grincipally
aged botween 18 and 25, 10 help themselves and others. The Foundation
fichrowiednes that young peagle want o make a positive difference in their cwn

re
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fves and 0 their communities. Young people are ackively inolved n the
development anc dolivery of all the Foundation's infliatives, One infiiative,
‘ActMow’, is a web-basad servica thal will provide young paogie with nfermation
and suppert on how they can become involved inisaras or causes i their

community that they are passionate agoul,

VibeWire Youth Services is a volunteer-tased, non-profit youlh meas and tratning
arganisation which provides young peaple aged hetween 18 and 30 with an onling
terum through which they can access information on a range of topics, participate
in discussions wih other young pecpla and bocama involved in the exchange of
information with oihet young peopls (sco www.vibowire.nat), Rooent Inftiatives
mcluds ‘electionTracker (see wiw. glectiontrackar netfet’} which seat young
pewcple aut on the campaign trail as raporters in the 2004 Fedaral alection. These
reports wene ulilised by six radio stations, 888 and ABC news.

Tha US Ad Cauncll is a nen-profit erganlsation whigh preduces, distfbutes and
pramgtes public servico campeigna on 4 range of issues. A recont camaaign,
'Fight Mannegunism', focussed on improving youth civic engagsemeant and voler
participation, It invalved tefevision and radio ads aimed 1 getting young peaple
irvolved in issues they care about, volunteering and voting (zee

www. fighimanne genism.org).

‘Rock the Vota' is a nen-profit grganisation which aims 19 ondgage yaung peopls in
tha political process in the United Stales and draw alteniion ta 1ssues of concem
Lo young people. It coardinates voter registeation drives and education etforls to
ANSUre young peaple exercisa their right to vote. Yauth culture s harmessed in the
prometion of s campaigns, many of which feature high profile celelities ncluding
musiclang, actors, athletas and comadians. In the 2004 alactions, 1.2 millon
paspla tooy advantage of the organisation’s online voter registrationfacility, anc a
artner 200,000 reqistered as apan of tha Hack the Vote Bus Tour across the

counthy {se& wine tockthevote ¢om).
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cuidelines for nsa king 8 Sulvaission.

There is no set forn for & subrmission ta the committes. Submissions may be mads using
the Inouiry respange form or in the form of a letter, a substantial paper or & short
decument and they may inglude appendices. Submissiong may contain facts, opinions,
arguments and recommendatians for action. The most uselul submizsions are to the

paint.

Tha cemenittes wauld prefer written submissions, bud will alsa aceapt suhmissions on
audio tape, For written submissions, yped or prinled text s preferable, though legibbe
hand-written sLbmissions are acceptable. Numbared pages and, for submissions in
excess of 20 pages, 2 brief summary and atable of gonlents is atso heipdul.

All submizslone muet include the nams and contact detalls of the pergon making the
submission. Those making & submissinn on behall of an organization should indicats at
what level! tha aubmigsion has bean authorised (&g sub-committes, president, chair, alc.).

Public oFicers may make submissions as private individuels, However, il referonce is
made in a submission ta their oflizial position, it should alsa be mada clear that the
subymission /s made in a private capactty. Submissions from government departments
should be authorised in accordance with normal depadmental procedura,

Content and relevance
A submission may cover some or all of tha isguses raised in the response form. | woukd be
helpful it submissions cleany staled which ssues are haing addressed,

The committee’s usual procadure |s 1o publicly releass and 1able submisslons in the
Laqgisiative Assombiy. Mot all submissians will nocossarily be published andfor taoled, The
commitec regerves the right to not publish or tahle contidential aubmissions, or
gubrissians which are irelevant, contain scurrilous ar defamatary material, or ang
otherwise nat suitable for pubfishing. The committes will infaren yow i it dacides not to
accept, or nol {o zutharize the publicaiion ol your submission,

Confldentiaifty

The commitge attempts to conduct its inquirias in the most open way possible. However,
T you bellave that vour sutmissian (¢r part of it} should not be made publie, ¢leary writa
‘¢onfidential' an each page and. in & briet covering latier, explain why your submission
should be treated contidentially. The committes will then censider your request far

coniidentiality.

L'rauthorised Releace

Orce the committes recelvas a submisslon, It becomas comminas proparty and should
not bg pubished without the committae’s autherisation. Publicatian of 4 submission
without fhe committee's authorisation means that that publication is nat protectad by

parfiamemary privilege and may amount {o a contempt of Pariament.

Al submizslons shouild be sent to
The Reesarch Director

Lagel, Constitutional and Administrative Review Commitics
Farliamant Houso, Goorge Strest
_ BRISBANE LD 4000





