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yourVDlct 

Th@ o:irn ul thi> ;r>quiry is to milk .. practical f.,.;omm .. mJ;tlioll~ to 
increa\ll> lh~ int .. rest «nu p~rtidp .. tiun of yooll9 f>i<OP!e i l democracy in 
Q\Io!en~lM1d_ 

The oommitUlG want) to hear from YOUJlO poopI/), in panioular. allout: 

@ what is ,,,"wed in Qu .. e,,,,lil,Jd; 

4i> what WIJ WO~: 

@, "It1atw(Jl1't;~nd 

t$ what;vu want 10 Co or experience. 

We wouKl also like to hear from all people in UueenSIenc:l whO have an 

irllemst m young people, or ill youno people enqagil'lQ in dCmoorucy. 

To ne", yoo to think aOOut. d",cus~ and respond to matters. ,efe\/a,~t to 
!hI! i"'llJiry, we r.a~e Ml Qul below "<>mI'!' 

,~ iSSues; arK! 

'" "''''''mpl''_~ 01 ~1Ial~9ie.~ St.og9 .. sI~d nr triP.r! "I~"wh ... , 
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Edu..,.tionllnformatlon 

It 15 !ha Job of 1119 Electoral CQmm~on Queensland [EGO) to oosure that pooplo 
enrol Md vote at elections, To do this, lh~ EGO Ll!lf'_~ ","ocation ;",d awa""",~ 
progtNn,. (e_g. po~!r.ards, poste!~ and sctoo visits). 

'" """M"""-' __ " _"'~"_ "_'" lA :j&'ii~£liiii1&0?i'ft~):I},;'.~:, ,~~;f?,?'.,:\,:{l.;t',%i{~:~~';_:':::P;'~\~· r'-;:,',-/ 

N_ Kleas 

In~. I=lectlonS CanAdl! ""rtnM"," with C~bl .... th. C"",u"",,",, tn n.w .. lop" 
new voler edtr.alion program ror students, including a CO'"\testchallenging people 
aged 16 to 18 10 create 30-~ publ~ servi:l.l arlr1Ol.Jfl!;l;Im .. nls on vijeo t .. ltir>g 
Ill"ir ~fS why the dernocr.tic pr~ and voting am fmponal1l. 

The lJn~od Kingdom Electoral Gommi3~ion'3 'Do rolrtics' aims to get young 
people rlVOlved in d~mocrM:y_ JI may hf! ao.-r.~M,.,.j lit www'dn['l(>nic;~_",udc '!XI 
P<lIitil;g conducts wtv1<.~M~ and ... venb, and prO\li<\es resources and training 
acfOS~ the OK for young paopr ... 
In Aust<alia, lh .. Youth ElllCloral Sludy(yES) lound lI1al soma inconliv(lSwould 
attract a first vote. Young people said a tax break or tM use 01 promotional r<x:K 
ooncerts WOUld be the moot effectiWl i1centiVB~, blJl thf!'" Wll.S also 50me s!.ppOrt 
far the notion tha.! """,ntivM ~1;out1 not 00 needed as voting is " re5po<l,jbility 
ttw r.om .. ~ with dizenship. 

Voter ~gl$tratlon 
In AU3traha, each peraon mu~t rompfe-te an .mmimf!fll form In r"9i~lf!r to ""'tP.. 

Nf!W O:ieas 

In ~I>m() countries, reglStrlltion is done by the go~emmenl M IMI ~Ie Ilr~ 
aulomali<:~ly r"!l"~t",-.,d wtlen 111"'1 reach voo:in9 ago<. An int~rnal iortal rept by 
the 'nstitute for o..'T>OC,:a,cy ~rtd ElllCloral As~i~t~lIC"', Yooth Vats, Pi/rti(;ipatian, 
~uggests automatic reglsHatlol1 by the gwernmcnt rather than it tlCil1jJ a duty 01 
eaCh porsDI! to enrol. 

Other cCOl"tries l.II1ab .. PO<OP" to '<igiskll at a p<.llf r>g ~tation on IIle<.1ion day, or 
on- lin", 

In Canooa. i::: leclioo~ C~Mda irJenlif .,~ people who nave t'"Ted 18 throLl.jl 
i~jC>!TM.tion Dlovided by, fcr ~~ampfll, 1{", liI~ oIfi<:~ and motur vffiic1e regil;t~f", 
n ... Cll",1 EI!l<:!QrHi Off~\lfwrit~s IQ these people 10 aSk them to confirm that they 
are el'gible to vote and consBnt to being included in the MHoMi register. 
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Polling stations 
In QucOll$land, pol~ng statIOns are uaull[1y located 11 sohool$ or nails and urc op~n 
b€tween Il8m and Gpm_ 

J HtJwcou/d rM EGO_m9k~it ,,!ls#lt(dryduili!peQpiif·ti:lmsi thelt';WJtC1 

NewjdeM 

In rriCin! C:o.nadian elactlons, ElGcllons Cooada introOOc .. d mcr .. poll. irllcc~tion5 
to Wf\lch young poo~!o have oasy access, ~uOh as near stUdSI'll res!d9rces and 
univer~ity neigl'tbourhooos . 

• 
In Cana~, pcHng stal<ons are open for 12 oollr~ 

D\!I~g ~(Km" Iram the Aumraiian EI ...... ~'" Cornm;,m;un ;,nJ 11", Vi.:I~r"'n EI~c(ur~1 
CQrnmisslon observed eleetlO!1Ic voting processes aliloctlons In the USA, UK 
Md Ireland between 2000 and 2002, rl1!l OOJog(lliol1s COI"Y)idcr<ld tM different 
options that are available, their BdvantaQ<l~ and osadvantages and how ooch 

ap1ion would ""il AU~1'~lia';~';ctl'''~;';Y;'';'~;' ;';'~'~"';'~~§~'~~'"j,'~~~m~':":",:"" ~oting be made ava~abli [00 Nrtain clas,"" ot \/Oters i in Ant~rctjca, 

vot\l,s " '''"''''''','~'''~''!, 

A "."""t "'r>nrl n1 lh .. Vd""';"" ~".." Jhny nI Ar,t<. "nil n"O',lsotirln. r:<>mmM~ ... 
Vir:/Clrillf! EJ"ctrooic Oemoctacy, cons!derM ~ectronic voting. It recommended 
U la l VicIQ,i;if1 BioIcliuns 5houJd 001 bll ctJ!, r.Lclod f<itrnolwly vi" ifltur matic" i lld 
communications tllcllf\oIagi;JS U1 the ooar fUlUfG, bu1 Pdootitlad the foklwtng kGY 
nd\lar,ta9C~ ot ramOl(! voting sySlems: 

gasy access tOf travellers and dlsablll(! p9(lple; 

providing an Interlace for Olhgr IlIGhnoloo:jios slXh a,. iCflillOll fi.adfilrs, Brail~ 
OOffiQUtoro, maQniliGfS or allernillive oota e~uy systems: 

allowinQ for tM CIlsy and cheap distribution 01 tlallot papars in d,~€Irant 
langUllQes: 

fr',s:ontanoous processmg; alO 

allowing votors 10 aoceS$ a wide rOll\jO of other mformmlcn while considoring 
and c~sting their vot,,_ 
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AdY8/1CA1 YoMng 

Curre.'ltIy in au-n~d. iI you ~SI1 ' 1 vol8 ill 'jOU( lllIiO'fit POlling boom 00 flIi day 
uI "' $~I' 91l1Ctioo, spacial 8IT~ C31l 1)e /OOdIe !OI' you to Co:;\ )IOlII' '/OCe, 
ciJCh ~ by ~ VO~ in P«3OI1 or po:ital voIi'Ig. TheM ortioM AI'!! a~ 
m only _ cin:um~ - for ~XNnple. l you; ,.;( "" inW$llUe on polill!l day. 
~ • <li$abil/ly; or can't 'IU'" Qtl "'at ctly because at NJigioW l>OIIatc. For I1.II1Il!If 
w Qmlatlon, _ ~~,*,(lOY.!lu. 

New klcM 
In tile VI(, poIlt'II \"OI'ing 1I Q~1c 10 any eigiole VOle! on leQUf!3l A peDOn may 
~ fo< ~ VOIi.'lg !Or a P8ftlc;""lOI o/I!CIJOn, lor a """ Id;" , .. tb, .. , lime .... ..-A11 --. 
T 0 18C 1iI2.~ V(l!i<1g. 11)<; ~Il,l(j g<N1'rTYTIIII'l1 cook! d~lar(j l'I a day 01 a ~ta19 9tecllon 
.. ~ holiday or ~IG an oI&C1lon lor a day olhcr tMn 0 5(1lOroo.y. 

11'1 futlJl'(l, ~ clcl:lronic ~otin~ were to b8 introol.Ced, for example, iT """d not t... 
ne.::en ary 10 have 00 'er..cti<X'l de'! , wilh ~n VOI~ c~<,/ 00 the ! an1" day Voting 
ca..1d l1li< .. rMc", /(0' eX8m~. ova an 'Iil'lto<.:ticn ....... k·. 

" 'k;; 
- - ----- _._--_ .. . 

CIon 01 roll. 
Currl1l1'Y, attor a ualG elOOtoo ~ CQU:::o. people ha\'(! belween 5 ang 7 days to 
rog;,lIQ' to "",e . 

.Q 'Dd. 1tiioI.t~·a>v14 '.- -- -. - ~.." . 
III fi,=3ii~iiP ~n~;.~· r.r: ,:'~:;"- ' Y"'~~ , ;;: -"-', 

New !!lee' 

PIiGr 10 the.200-. «Ideml aleot ion, the Spooial MinislCr of StQIO, ErIC Abet': 
propoee<i that 

lha "'!!t:1or~ 1 roll ~ c losed to n~ 1IQi...., On tile <lay U,v oriwctlu<' writ>; would t... 
"'~ (1,J5Uii.iy !he day lhII '~Ion I, annoooC&(!); ano 

peopI(! wich'rlg lO ctla l'lije the . entolm.,.,' d~iIs bfJ ~" Ihll!fl dol ..... In m _ 
Ttus prC)p0S3I did not pror;:ca(I 4$ 11 was no! 5LqlOMa by fha I'IOII-govetmlent 
pM18$, 

\'< lk:.. __ _ 
... _--- ------- --... -.. ----
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Fixed election dn~ 
In Queensland, ther~ is 00 ti)(ed election day tor state elections. 

~, fixed election day coold allow improved OlI'iCll education couraes, mOCK -olechons 
'YId other strategies artCOlJ(aging young pe~~ e'~ er'l)agP.!'TlO!mt ~,ith fliAr:tion~ la be 
panned ill ~dv"rK:~ (we Milrrlolr). For exalTlph., "' fixed Q"clioll day would allow 
civics edLiCatore to plan and COIlooot tMIr oolJl'Ses In parnl al with an a~on 
oampalgn. 

i~~~::!~~mniicff1f;.!~rOtj~iU3,Mj~fot:fMlTimem 

N~w ideas 

In Queens!and. clccoons tor a l kX:a1 gavornmont nuthOrlic~ arc gEnCr~ly hold 
ev~ry Iou. y",ar~ on th .. last S~turd.ILy in March 

" ,&",-,-, -----

New voling "yst~m 
III Q'Je ~n ~ land, a ~~stem oi option"l preferential voting i~ used. A fM:l ~heO!t about 
'OPV is available fr,,". WWIi/.m.gld.90v."y 

~ Do yoU lhiflk YOUlip:~i~ oyDtlld'b"imareJ!k8iy Ii>,VOIU fM· .,minq system 
1.'1. IVftS cm ngi"d $0' ihi¥runditkJes-rvnn!iio 011: c"ii'a/l7r$-5!I/)~lll pi!i1tctilar",ie~ 

lqyo'uri9 PiOP/fI. ~t1i'-i!JUn. ~kBJi::tP: rPl:'~!IJi';tW.::·arrij;J.mve ',. '~"'In 
~rliiurroirit? " ,- ' -, -, " , 

~I'!',_'!;tl1.a$ 

Appendix 0 (,001""'5 a revked ver~io/1 {lj a rarer prepn'..,j for "0 nqlJiry, I-/llnds 
00 ParJiam.,,,I, by 1"" Legal and Coniititl)lioni>l Committ"'" of the previous 
ParWilm,mt. It providBS ~formiltion Oloout our voting s%lem and WiI.% il might be 
ohanged 10 provide more divorsity ~ candidarcs >I'M mig/11 00 elecled. 

A~ in Otj"en.~i2I.nd, in~ vating ,.y~tp.m in the UK rookes it very dif!icul for 
ca~didat",s Ire>m minor palt;"s to get .. leo::tIld In May 2005. some 5OO.i)'Xlschool 
stuoont. ill thtl UK vO!sd in a mock .. IGCtion to coincid<;l with th~ ginir .. 1 ~illction ... 
The stuoonl(l IIOtod for 100 ooll1ai caOOiml.lcB. Thn resuKS SMwed mat tna 
3tudent~ were Bitracted IQ p~rti es which ran candidates on certllin i~suas; tor 
~xample. student5 who felt pMsjm~te about the environment \I(It"d for the Grp",", 
Party. Despite f~;r;r>g 10 haw a. single clOJ1di<.l,.le retumoo in tile general ei.dioflli, 
Ihe Green Party secured 45 out ot a possible 349 seats in th& mocx election. 

Prooort ional ''''f'I".'<tlrla1iC>'"l voling, which L~ U~M fm SF.n~I" "Ier.tkll"l.~ in A"~Tr"J"" 
provide. yr,,~loir opportlJ!lity lor minor parli>!s to win seats. 

"" 'ti 



VOling age 

In Auslfalia, y<JU must be 16 Yiars old to vola, The mi1imum Yotir19 agij in u1hw 
cauntriCll ranges lrom 15 to 21, 

The mlnimum aqos sol by the law for etMr aatiVilie~ am listed in ap~ndix 8. 

~ ~id'YiC,;~d.6d~W,:)..{,;ii!:4«"W;M;~t-~~'·lffJKJ 
1ft ,li:iilng~:iS:kiIwi'r6i(;jfjOUldVo:mO:Bt,~~~~'~~W~:" ;'-'<-:" 

New ideas 

In AprK 2004, fo~owinll a project on tM age 01 electoral majorrty. the Un~od 
Ki.'Cdom Eil'>cta,al CortVl1i~~ion recommended tho¥ Ih" minimlll'n age lar III levels 
oIvo1ing In public elections ,fl tile UK remain at 18 years Iorlhe time being. Tr.. 
UK EI~oral Commission advised, h",",wr, th<ll ~ <;IJqWCtw 10 \lmj",taIw;l. 
fu!ll1a, formal review of tIla millimurn votiog a.ge wilhirt a furt/1(lr Ilva to Sliwrl 
\IC'I"'- 11 (I.-.:'.ourllOoo thr> oavemment \<) ooonider in~jatirro" \Vimr rcvi<lW of the 
IIg~ 01 majority. 

In 2000, ... report 00 chang;"!I soci"land ~al IrolJTWW<.>rk!i for youI19 Australia"" 
laund that, d .. sptt~ some intllrest in 9i1ttrrlg morll InYON~ ill Ih .. ir o;omrTJlJf,;ty arnJ 
In gOllemment dccision-maXlllg processes. ye...,,. peoPle were quite relllC'.ant to 
claim the ~ht end ,eSpOOSibiity Of l1a~ing the vote )'Ounger than nt no£! 18. Tl1c 
majoril'f (74%) of young ~Ie in\lOlv~ mlhe reseMch s~id Ihat (hey were oo! 
..... ady Of m1e~sled in getting involved i<t tormal poIitir../l1 pro::"'S!;es "''''h as vobng 
wlore they w ...... 18. Tlwi, p~rent> iigrewd, with,. majorily {61%} suggesting that 
you"!! peeplll a' .. not maturllllflOl.!gh and not "'tllr .. sl~ in voting lNfore tlwy are 
t B. and that young people under 18 ha\l£l (lIMr pressures to confront and ~OIl1end 
with (see !;arson, f-itzllcrsk:i and Hoo/w). 

C'''TlPI~.mry voting W-".S int,od",,<'(I in Queo.-nsl~nd in 1914 and hy :he 
Ccrnmonwealh in 1924. Rese~fCh by Milner (published m Civic ii/erne¥, flnw 
Jnlvm>e(J Ci/U"ns MaI<e O"m .... "rli~y WIXk, U,i""f'>ity Pr,,"" 01 New England. 
Hanov8r, 2002) indicates lhal thl/eHee! otlmroduclnq compulsory voHn\l in 
!\u$1falia ""a~ 10 bmO nlxxJt n 23% ovemn incrcaso in voting. 

'r '\es tR,( . .(J __ \l£.-;4 f{)CA(?", 

E'ducatlon in schools 

in Que~rlsland schools, tI .... ,,, is "" subiecl c«IJurJ 'civir.-s eWcaliol1' or 'citi~...-.ship 
Glducatlon'. Primary and seoondary students learn aoout democracy, IflcllJding 
Darliam~nt, govemment and elections. in a number of d,fferent subjects. StuOOnts 
al~o ~xrerie",,~ oom<>erar.y M ~r.hrd, Im ~~~mpl~ thl"OlJ9'"l """.Iion" lor ~chool 
COIJl1G~ 'lI"rnlN,s arJdlor schQOII"'iid"',.~. 

Education about d~moc,,,cy 
Additional ~dc.<:"tio"aI OI-'p<>rl llI" ,di""; mlevant to dlOl"nocr .. cy includo;o; 

, 
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vlIlit!> 10 the. OJB9ru)lood Parliament, or to a rijgonal sittill!< of \h", Quwn,. land 
Parliament arld educational activities proVided by Paniamolll(l(y Education 
Serk.es; ~nd 

ljI)g.cjoral education ac\ivltles oonooctoo by the Austra~'an EllK'to<al CurnIHi,""iO!l, 
such as oo~ viMs, 

For student!! 

'i ~:W%l!(:I,:'If(;..fIAild" v.na1:-d,id:~Y4u.',~1Il»t"VIbM,:¥r1r'"leant;{IliKiI:If-1)l P.l ~sJiclK1#&'h7~yiJ':YQtIr'~'C/)OO'?;"';";';:'j,"'<>',,«,:,:'(-"" -' ,-

~~i~~~:~~~t~;~lli~~~~'a!Zf;;~~:;,~ 
i1emocmcy! ',.'; "" , ',,'>, ,,,,,,~,>,~ ".,.' 

Far te"chers 

la ~g:,;~~t;;J~~~7:~tt~~~%~~~cir0r:'¥' 
N~w id .. ,.,. 

In previou~ inquirie~, the L~gBI and Gonst~ulional Garnmrtt~ and tne Legal aM 
ConsMutionill ('.ommitlees cl th~ 49th and SIkh P,"rli"ffif')nl~ h..v", m;ide 
recommendations about civb educAtioo in Qu~en51a<1d. Similar 
rec:<.l,m.",,,daliorn; h3V!l b€.m made tJy "'''''Y cth,n Auslrali~" i.J<xJi~~ in recent 
years. A list of SDmG of thasG rGcommGndal[ons Is sa1 out in Jppancl:< C. 

The Gons1itutiOllal Gentre or Weslern AUillfB.~a WB3 established IQ encourage 
people 0/ all 119"5 tllleam about Ihl! W".I"m Australian political .ystem and how 
tn actively participate ill it II offers displays on the Coo5titution Md ~~roct~ nf 
c~iz"nship .<rId po~I;cal ~,il;I"'y. n,w EI~d()(~ Educalion Centre is Iocaled within 
ti"K;l samg CDmplgx, and provioos Int!Oractiv~ program$ aliowill\l pwpllllu casi .. 
\IOte, discover (he origins 0/ democracy ana urlClers1and how tha voting syStam 
work~ (se~ IWiW QCentrfl WR DOli ~1"J[)del htmJ. Pmarams. prescntod in wnys 
whi:h M9"ge)lOUr"Ig people, ~r" ~I~o ""oouded far ~Gilool ~tudBnts ~i~itinQ th& 
Cent'",. Te~ct>er r~OUlo;:e kits complement each rx-D\1am. R"'M"r'''' bn,,,,,~ r>n 
V<l.riou,. lopi<;, are ,,~ailable to schools;II rem ut .. ar~aS. In j<J~~io<l, lha 
ConsUtutlonal Centre has dGl'elo~d an ·Out Reach Program· which invo"'~1i a 
network of 10001 p(lopla in rural and rornato oroas of Wostern flumr[;'ia proviCIi1\1 
progr.!l.m~ 10 ~t ... jent~ in those ~,e~". Som.! pr"llr!lrT1s aM speciti: 10 Indjgenous 
cornmunaies. 

A Civics and Cill~eli&hJp Educa110n websl1e (which Incorporates il prwioLlS 
·Discovering Demooraoy webSlte) IS·!jWW ejyicsandcitizenshll ,9Cu,UU, 

'Kids Voting USA' is a national non.pro/rt. O<;I()-partisan crgani.'latiUllhat t"ac:h~~ 
stuuWlIS about c~ilem; hip, civic rllspoo,.ibiity, dllmc(:racy ~nd pmit".;,,1 
partlCip3tlOn. TOQethcr with classroom aoUllities, students arc provided with an 
opportunity 10 ellsl ~ 'KiCI~ Voting' b.!lklt 011 &lfOotian day, and they lKIIo on 1he 
Mm .. candidates and issue.'! as ,..juris. In 2004, t.5 milOoo students turMd out to 
vat" for pr,,~id<;lltial. loc~ and ,.tat" candidates, Arijas with ~ Kid>; Vutir>g USA 
prcQram hnve showed a voling rate for rC\liS1Crcd 18 year clds IItl v h is 14% 
hi~hfOr lh~n lor non·p~rti<:ifJIIling ~reM. SfOP. w-.kidrntinwM,o,g!. 

As part of th" Kid~ Voting USA servicll, 'DoublliCli<;k D<!mccrar;y" (s"",, 
',I("''iJ .ki~$VQ1'Y;;U$a,Qrc/DQ®!c CUctJinlrQ.~~Q) was ccveloped (0 a! o".V stuOOr"lts to 
part.o:; ipaie in ~n .!Llthen\>C voting e~peri-!rtCe ~ing ~ \~-!b·b~sed vobng sy-llem. 
Th .. or.line ba~ot1; r~pkate Ihe candidates and issu~ adul\s vote for. aM prov"",, 



~ludvnt~ witl1l1ractice tJaUols which have Iink.s to candidate biographiw and ottwr 
resources. About 3a.OOO students participate<:! dtJnll'W the ~004 presidential 
AlIoctioo:s. 

'TGSnS N2 Pol_Ios' Is a US-based wcbsilC1 which offcr~ young people an 
o~pmtLmity to participal~ in discU3Sioo torum:s on Ic>piaI such~:s the !!COOomy, 
foreign policy, ~",roeral political iSsue:s, animals and 1h~ enviroOOlsnl. P",visioo is 
alsQ mad« 10r young pwplij to contribiJt9 10 discu5'ilions und9r thil ba!lll~ III 'leH 
I'IiIlQ enat' nnd 'riQtH wing eorno~. Soo W\\'W.locm;n2ooMics.comffOtl.!T!lsJ, 

~----~---------------

Potlticai ~nles 

The 2004 YOUr\9 Australian of tlw Year. Hugh Evans. has suggosted that yoong 
people teel shut out of mainstream party po l tics. 

The fOOl1C( Quoonsland State Yooth IIdYiuory Co!n:il told the oommitloe 1I1at file 
iS3uea addres3ed by poIrtical parties. particuially al election ti'ne, ale dOffimateol.>y 
lho.~" I"Jev;,n/ tn ~ peop/" and nu, "Oiling flOflulatioo_ 

New i<!~ 

Dr Art~dnft Vromen. lI.1ectur!'!r I'll Ill!'! Univ!'!l'Sity ot Sydney, re:sell.rChe3)<O~ 

people am poIitics_ SI1 .. writes thal. 'The one area of participation that 'l'>I1111in5 
low fur !{Dung pwpk;l, and imJeiKllur m~t Austr~lia"s, is rn9fT1oo",hip d .,olkic~1 
parties. Rather than labelling party membership decline as apalhy. we OU9hl to 
300 how ullllppal'llirlg poliEl'l1 parties have bBCDm~, Ami it i!; up 10 parttM to 
in...olVI! a new llsnaratiort_ Thi5 migh1 rJQ/: 00 by way 01 Jl;mlaJ membe~hip; 
instead, partilli mighl oonsult y<JUn9 PIIOpl9 OIl illsLI9s r~~vant 1<.> tlwi' W.,...,' ( ..... 
Vrolmm). 

In the US." nationwide study of yovth ~ttitudes fOUld that young peorll!w"'~ 
aL-l;.'",;" lhijir comrnun~;""; !>ut not ~ollC\!rn8d about po i lies. As an ouk;orflg ul 
Ihat stuay, 3 mm,tallY "dopt9d to ro-Oonnoet youlh to damoe,,,,,), iE thllt. during 
elec:ioo ClImplligm, lh<!! media ot1<!!r yoll1h·mode'~t~d c~ndid~te debates (see 
N"ti::>!1al Associat Q 1 Qf Se~relar;l!s 01 SlallO). 
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PoHIIQlans 
Many research shxliM in AU!<\ra i ll and U1ternatione.lly fllllesl that Y01Xl9 pc~lo me 
"ynical about Ih" ~havio, .. DI poIit ",ians 

~ HrJw C/J11 politicians IhitinsI!ivM.' rifsto;e,i.pe,.[JitJI ,otyomrg peOple in 
I!i. lfM>:xl3'cy?' 

New ideas 

Dr Ariadrlo Vromen $ays IM! pOli~ci(lns Only consider )IOUng pooplc when they 
present a problem; that yourlQ people tend b be talked about fether trlan talked 
with; and th~t YOll"(J f"'Ofl"'~ pe'~p""!iVf'_~ are ' 11,,,1), "-':1uded in poolic debat"'_ 
Dr Vromen suggests that wt,st is nooded;5 direct evidence of yo""') peop""'~ 
e'Pll rio< rx: "" ""d ~'gummlS baswd \Xl such evid .. r\C~ (s,,", V,umen) 

III the Uniteo SmtoG. Canada ~nd Itlo United Kingdnm, Whare voting Isn't 
compulsOry, ~ has been SMWT1 that oontact with political partinG UM car.didato!: iB 
en important elflmp.nt '" 'gel·nu1-th,,-volB' Mralegi~s, raliowiog the 20Dt BritiM 
g ~n ~ r"'l ",\ectio<1, 100 UK Electoral Convn ,, ~iM in..,,~fied a '~ck ,,1 c'~'I;"~ ing hy 
poIilicians ... ;I. lik~ly "'~'Ull IQ, tissalislacl>oo (and low il¥DOUI) anu '9 Ihl-time 
~oIe,s. 

~---~ 

Being heard 

W",k young p~o~1to Inay b .. turnwd QII poli\;';'s ai it currently o~tir"tes, many 
stooies and sLl(Veys haVG lound Ihat young poopl!l ar9 wry intllrllsloo in p~ilical 
issJes IIl1por1snllO them. T~ challenge tor govcrnmont~ is to onQll\JC wi(h youn<;) 
people, and thO!> fir,", lhil\(J that )"lung P"'QpIe ~ay;~ lhat they want la 08 Mftrtt 

iD Have you r1s~d ;!ny 01 lM gaY~mment op{Xlrlunm~ 10 VOlC~ yaK opinions 
," I!no"t i~~IIR.o? Hnw Af!N:liv,. Wit.< it? 

• 



New iwas 

" 

In W63Iem Australil'l, ths Civir.~ and Crtlnn3hip Unit in the Dep6rtmant ot Prem:er 
and Cabinet aims to ",nhano;e democracy in that 5tate Wotigh civics edoc:~tioo 
andtho promotion of an active G~lzenry. The qoiil is a oomrnUl'lity wh.ml all 
Western AI.lS1ra~ans are ¥alued as citizens, where they play a siQrlificUl'1t role ill 
M~ing policy prioritie~ ",nd where th~y help .'!MpI'! tho!! MtlJ(~ oIth .. ir ~iety {S6<':: 
W'IiW _citi,>;Wwcaoo. Wil. CJOV. ;w!). 

Of Atiadnc vromen suggests that. 'Young people have a broad !WIge 01 
economIC. 3Odal, and political experiences' aoo that we need to 'create inclusNe 
film .• 01 governance that r~ognl5~ 1\I1d bl-Mid upnn oiif!~"nt waY'l of making 
o;oo1rnl...-}ilil?$. TI,OSii' in POWit noo.d la lisllln to young peaple mor ... alldyoung 
p;/Qple'. drvenle Vl9WS :;md axpllri9r1CgS naid to bg artlcul3tlid in thii m<idia' [se .. 
Vr~m()JI). 

-~---

.-~-------

New Idtlls 

In 2003, th .. Commission fur C/,ildr •• fl ~nu YOUllg P .. ap\<1 wIIS .,vil..d 10 partk:ipale 
>n il CQrnmi~(;l1l for tl". dwvliloprmmt 01 A sport1i and r~rvation fac~ity j(}f yoong 
peoola on Palm Islaoo in Norttl OU-eenSJanc1. Tile CommissiOl1 underlined the 
tmpoftanoo of the oommittee as~inQ young people what tIleywanted. The issue 
lor NI GammiMion was oot so rnuch 'haw do wlI inva/vechildmn in I~ bui/di1lfJ 
of this faciPry"' blil rather 'flow do \'re gelthr. fiOCllity th8 dJildren wan!?". 

In 2003, in Parramatla In SVOnay, a YOlIlh JlK'{ prosentad younQ pooplg with 
practicnJ opportunities ta loam nnd diSC\!s~ the diverse inlerclllS mod concerns of a 
wid& vari",ty of yooog p"'opl!! IICroS~ Ihe rllrmml'ltt~ r~gion. Participants learned 
abed te~mwal):. negotiation ~kils Md the powr.,-s of government. This enabtM 
th<l'~ 10 form re.distic IIilCQ(TlffiWldatJx1s to support 111 .. n~eds 01 th~ colledive 
youth of Pe/ramatta. 

Th .. aim of ths Youth Jurywas 10 .... ilsl with briaging racial inlelsrane .. and 
outtural dive/sf)' among younQ people ot ParTama.ttll. 

The recornmolldations of tha Youth Jury were almed III key Qovcrnmenl and 
community organisatioM of Pllrramlltta. 

----------

-~-.~~ ~-- -~--. - ~-.~ 
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Taking action 
YOLXl\l people want to be 3CIN<:lIy involved ill d!)mccracy. Voting at ell'(:tiolls j,; o:1ly 
one w~y of bltit1g i~volve~ in a demooratic society. 

':fh of tf:Ie fr:1I/6wll!g-aotMlies hrlvo-yoitcai'flf,ld'IJIJr"qf .wOUld yqi'/fkOl (0 carrY 

Actiyity H""eGone would ~~~ t'> 
U'" <> ,.., (.J <>t':<) 

Voi.J o~ri"9 ,'Xl '7 
il1diatr,g or participatng n ,,'cQl yooth proi" ct (lJ !id" 
1rJ~',atir1q or _'llrling a p.'~'1On Co LX' 
Attend.'\) ~ rally (lr rrnl~"t ';'i] 0 
T'''''ing port in II "t~kC 'E R!J 
B~m~ a m~<>r 01 ~ f>dib:~1 parly '" "<J 
Bei n<;J ~ member of ~ Irllde ..... ion I2J 7) . 

"" :.:t' B~1flg a m,.,,-t)er of a ~tud...,t UIlkm 

Oeing II "", mbe, 01 ~ non-Q<Wemment 
Drganisalion """ ;Oh Iobbi.., BOII.","" "" I (.,~, The 

Wildem ••• Sooicty. ArrInoGly Ic6:mltor1!11, 
<J ID 

3<,,*cpo-~,el 

Corll~~1jng .. flUIilidIY' ur loc~1 \1<JV~Il",,.,nt [j;l "' COUnc1 lor 

r'lI.rticioll.ling in ~ Yoolh Parlillmenl I>l '''' BQ"'g Inl;Olvod in a Youtn CQUncil CM I..;] 

Beina ;m"'",~ ~ '" an org.oni~ whid1 Meks kl '" E'l 
r~~f~~ent (~vlew. ol)'<lung p90p~ ( ... g, Y"""Il 
Au~lraliM ktiral NOIWOr\<) 

'YOUO_9 pe-opje say th~t to ~ M9~9"d jll d<!mor,racylhey nBltd tMin~ :lUCh M: 

inlormaHOIl; 

OppOrtunities \0 actively enQaQe in ccrnocraoy: 

Ml idea ~l>oul wl1at Citl1 be ad1;"~ ,eali~hcally: 

spaces ~ WhiCh to meat arid discuss; and 

OCCF.M to !he int~rn~t, pI1!llncopier~, ,,1<: 

What ~8jMllIlC8 ore/lOOUr8geme~t dO you nooo from I}ovommrmt to take 
a::Iion ~bollt file i~~I~$ YOII fl'!"'.P<"s'.~irm"t'" ;>;bnul? 

New i<Jl;tas 

[3r;~b.~,.". C.;~y eou...;i) ~M clev~lor"d 'Vi~i~p. irlk' " weMit~ , .. tIlC~ !10'.v:5 youn~ 
people tu 1."VI! a ~"Y " 11l~ Oxwlcil'~ programs. The w Bbsite co..,tail1~ inform~tinn 
~oout roO\Al younQ poople can have Ilwir say, 9\1G!llii far}'OO.lfl{j pe~, 1 i1 ~s 10 



, 

resources and a for"'" fJrough which yol.ll~ people CM ex~8SS their<:>;:>irMoo.~, 
Tt" CouncH hai also provided young pg<l!l161 with ilrmlS around BlisbWli ~I! 
they can oome loQether 10 meet and organise activities and prcjootG of inw/cst tu 
them. ThMi! arM~ 1Ir& accessible to young p!lOflle arid lNe~ rP.O\ill)rced (~ee 
www·V: .. ible~nk ,9(y/l. 

The Yk:torian G.overnment prOduced a handbook tor young people on how they 
can create change i~ their crmmunHy. TII" hNldbook provide!! .'IUWMtion3 an 
how young ~ call gel adiva OIl ~ prQjolcl they r .. ",1 passionat .. aboot, and MW 
lhiY (:ao implllmlinl that projed (sw 1'I'l\W.l'Q!!\/).yio,ooy,aylWfs'T)'Pst!l!Q'q,p<!!). 

T!le f-oundaban jor 'faung Au~lralians is 11 non-prolit organisation dec!iOaled 10 
de,."lnping innovatil/" initialive~ !hat "upport ood empower young people 3ge<l 12 
10 25. T~ FolXKlallon provid"s .-=I-fundi"g IOf KJeas, pto<ccUvely seeks co­
fuooing to support inklatlves and MoipiO till> fllCipignts struc:turlil th9mS9Nel; 10 
en.lJI'C lonO-lnrm s,p.Jnin'lbWry. Enllh Y"3r, lhl> F"nonrJalian manaoas a. panlollo 01 
Or&llS tOtalinc about $13 million. AI ~a:!t 25~ of total grnnl tunding is dOOicated 10 
inl~"tM!~ ~r",dlica!1y designad to berJeirt young Indigeno<l~ Au~jr"lian~ (M<'! 
_.!'!()lJ!Igaustrsfan~.QrQ). 

~-- ---- - ---- ----

/>JAW i<il!1' 

The Youth Electoral Study (YES) found that parents arc reqar<lad 0'1 young 
~Ie as the most lTipor1anl sooree of information about voting. Television ~Ild 
Ile\",p.aper~ ar .. lha next mn~t import~nt. hnw .. "", ynung peopJ~ vi&w the~e Ifllter 
-"otJ"ces with 5cme scepticism. 

~--------
----------------

1} WMt ro~C!Jn fIM-(y.lvemmen( fr)l/fldaliGn~ dr (',(Jmmmilyctgl1l7iMfi0n8 play 
''- in!JBlllrt,] young poopIa ilClfw and fiwoww_wilh d~mocr<icy'! 

New ideas. 

The Inspire Fo ... nda~O/l (see ",""w, inspi'!I, org.au) is a rl atiooat rlO/l·p'ol~ 
f"undation which alms !O oraale opporruniHes lOt YOlJllg Australlims, prindpally 
agod between 16 and 2b, 10 help them3elveS and others. The Foundation 
(lckrowl~dg"" Ih .. t Y"'JnO p~ople Wdlll tn m~k .... rn~itiv~ dill,mm .... in their own 
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livas ... n<.1 '" loo;c- c<>rrr~oo~ilolS. Young p<!opk! >lfW al1iv~y irlvul"",~ i l lh~ 
development and doivcryo( all the Foundation's ~ltiatlVes, Oric ir1i~ative, 
'ActNOIIt. is a web-baMd 8elYiee thllt will pwvidll young people with ir:formatlOn 
and ~L.ppOrt on how they CM bocomf! involwct in ;~~LFe.~ or cau5"',~'" th~ir 
~OllYTn,.'1~~ that thllY ~ passion~t\l .. ooul. 

VfJ€Wlle Youth Services is a volunteer-balled. non-profit ~OUlh mooa and tr(lifii~ 
mg~ni~~tioo which yOlJng pp.ople aO<'~ bf!!ween t 6 ~nd 30 with ~n on~~ 
forum t I ' can acces~ iflform;aHon on a 01 icpO:S, p~rtk;ipat~ 

in the exch~'oge 01 
l1formation with other Rccal1llntlatives 
tnclUde • t 
!l""Pi<I DIrt 
~poos were utili~ed 

Th8 US Ad Co~r"'ll ie a non-prom org<1nlealion .....,r~h prooucoo, dl&t~l>ut,,~ and 
promo!()s pu~C sel'liw cornpatgOS on a ranoe of issues. 11 moon! CM);Jai9!'1. 
'~ighl MaM~quiTIism'. focu~1!<l on improvil1g yo1iil CNKl engll\lemMI !lnd vDter 
pil.rlidpaTinn. I1 inWllved te~vision and rM" ad~ ~med ~1 (Jettiog yn1'1g p"apifl 
invol ..... d in i~sl.les tll<o!y car .. about, volunt __ in9 and IIOtin9 (~"" 
www.lighlmannlig:ulni~.or<J). 

'Rook tile Voto' is a non·pIC!it organisation l'Ittich ~nm 10 engage ya.Jn~ people ill 
the polrtieal process in the UnHed Slates Md draw a~enlion to ISsue: 01 ooncern 
to ~OUn<;l people. It (""..oordinate~ voter regi~lration drives arK! education etlorls to 
"n~Ure yoong people exercise their right 10 vote Youth cu~ura is hi'inessed in In,., 
prOfT1():ion 01 i1:> ,-,<!'f'IJaig"', "'~lIy "I wllid, le ... llll" hi!/! plOlil" c"letl'itii!s l1cludiog 
rnu~icl~ns, actors, alhlotas and comedians. In the 200~ elgc!lons, 1.2 m~~on 
peopie tDO~ ~dvantaQe of the organr-m!jon's oolioo vot9r registro.t;on facilit>'. an~ a 
lur!no' 200,000 reQislered as apart of the Rock the Vots Bus Toof across the 
e00011)' {Me W)'ffl. (ockthey?tecoml 

----------------

--_._-----------
-------.----
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f ~"i.d~LL~s (o~' 1'l<..6il:;;.l"-9 0. S:uOI'A~s:lo", 

Ttwre i:<; 1\0 s.et fOR11lor a submissOo, to file committee Submi:!.5ions may be miJdl! M;na 
the ~QUi,y respansl;I form or i~ tn<i form o! III@twr,asubitanli:;!1 pap .... or a ~tK>rt 
document and ti10V may include appendices. Submissions may contain facts. opiniOllS. 
a'!llXl1l':OtS Md recommendalion~ for action. Th~ mm! uMlul sLJbmiMion~ 2.re IQ ~ 
point 

Th~ ccmmittM woold prefer written subm'ssions, bu1 wi. also ;r-c~pI suhmissions "" 
auoio tape. For wr1lrun ~ubmi~sion., typed or prinl<Xl text i~ prl;lfer~le, tho\.Yl lagibkio 
hi.!ld·wrrttlln $L!bmfssions a/9 acceptable. Numtxirod pagoo ar>d, for ;ubmis~ioos in 
OJroCSS of 20 pages. a brief summary nnd a table 01 oon!onts is also helpful. 

All submlssloflfl must include the name and contaCl deta"s of tha person making ttHl 
~uhmi!"lfon. ThOM mtlKing a 3Ut>rnjsgOO on bOOalt of an orgnniMtinn ~hould ir,(Iir.al(> 111 
lIIhat Je~IIh<'l ~ubmis.~ion ha. been authorised (I!!l ",ub-commit!~, prMident, chair, <'110.). 

Public (lffiooro may make submlSSionll as private individuals. However, ~ retereroce is 
made W. 3 submi.1-.1on to !heirotlicia/ p".ition, it .• hoold ",Iso 00 m",rla dear that the 
~ubmission is mad<! in a privat.? capacily. Submissions from gOvernment departments 
should be .u.r!IIOri>; .. d in accord""" .. wiltl norm,,1 '*'pocrtmunt...t ~r". 

Conlent ;lnd !lIt.vane. 
A "ubrnission may oovar iomu or all of thOI i$SU1iS lai~!/d in thi I1iSponS", form. I1 woukJ be 
IlGlpful ~ suomlsslons olean~ sralcd which iSSUes are bCi'lg Mdressec. 

Too <::ommittg",'s usual procooul9 1$ 10 publicly rGloo.$G and labia submissions io thl;l 
Laglsla.:i\lO Assembly. Not all ~ubmi~siona win ncccs.aarily be publiflhcd andior !abied, TIle 
commincc reserves the l'Ilht to not pLlblish Of table cOl'llidential ~utJmission$, or 
sut>miEaioms whdl "re iTel"""nl, cant,,;n . curJiJous or deisnalory malll'ial, or am 
otherwi<~ r>nt witable for publishing. The COlM1itt..e wi~ inform you if it deci<'~ not In 
accept, or nol to ",ulh<xi,... the I'ubiic"hon ut, you, submission. 

COllfldenllal1ty 

The c:ornmittl;ll;l ah",mpt.; to cond!J<::( ks inquiril;ls in thu mtlSt OPl;ln way possibli, How .. ver, 
~ you oolIeve that your suomis.siOll (or part Of it) SI10Uld not be made publlo, cloo.l1y Wrtt9 
'confidential' on each page and, in 11 Met covering teller. explain v.hy )-UUI oubmi$sioi1 
shOuld bI! tr<'mtllrf r.onfid"ntialfy The cnmmitlM wiM lh~n C.Gn.idM your reQuest for 
conli~t;akty. 

Unauthorised flaloap 
Once thl> committee rooelvet a submlssloo, It booomes commitlae prapelt)' and shOUld 
not De IXJblished without the committee's authorisation, Publication of a si.brnission 
wi:hOU! 11111 COi'TVT\iltM'S ,,"lnoriMtion mf!~ n~ that thllt publicati<:m i~ not [Yote.c!&d by 
p~rl;~mllntary priviWya and ",ay amount 10 a contomlpl 01 Parli«n19rrt 

Alf submlllsfons thoutd be $OnllO 
, Th .. ResearCh Direct(\( 

L~g",~ Constitu:ioMI and Administrative Review Commitlcc 

t Houso, GOOl'QC Street 

'BRISBANE OLD 4000 




