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nil aim of this InqtJIry Is to maKe practic~' C9C<.>rml9!ldalion~ to 
iocfe~~~ the inll/rest and pilrticipation of yQ~ I-""'J.lle irl <.f~nocra<;y in 

Oue.lrIslarJd, 

rhe committee Viants to heertrom youn~ people, in partfoulBr, about: 

~ what Is nB<ided in Qll9&nslan<l; 

<fi what w~1 work; 

$ what woo't; and 

9 WhM YQU want to do or eyperience. 

We WOLJid Rlso lih to he"r lmm el people in OiJeeMlllnd who ha~e ~n 

interest in YOl!l1Q p~opie, or., youn~ people erlQaginD in democracy. 

To h"lp you to Ihink ~bol1l, dlscus" om.l '''>pu!,d tQ mal: ..... ,,,I"M"'" 10 
the inquiry, we haw Silt oul below some 

~ issues; and 

1", Ilxample,. cA strategiOl's suggesred or I,ied ,,"''''''''ere 
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EduCKtlonflnfonnatlon 

It is the job of the Electoral Commissfoo ~nsla",j (ECQ) to ~nsur .. that p«qlle 
<;Inrol a.nd votv at el..ctions. To do this, th9 EGO USllS 9ducaUon and lIWarnlHISS 
progr(l111S (c.g. pcslCll100, posllJro and school visrts). 

<11 __ ""&'-"" "'. ' , .' , "' '" 
RI. ~4x6Pl~"-v.;,y~,:-~*,?)·,~,~~,_&';'j:1i!;:r~~'h,;~~~~~~~';-:' 

New idea" 

In 2003. Elvctlons Canada pamarod wl1h Cable in the Classroom la dGvolop a 
new VOlcr OOIJCil.1iDn program for GtwdenlS. including a contest cha~ongino;l people 
Illled 16 tc 18 to create 3Hecood public service &1nouneem~nts on video tellIng 
!hto!ir 1"""'" why tM dp.m<lCrati<; P""'""'s and vcting are important. 

nOllJnit\IIJ K"llgdorn Elwtor;il C<.mJmissioo'i 'Do Pol/tic!i;' aimi to glit young 
POOpl9 Invot~ad In d9lT\OCracy. IT may be aooessed at: lIIWW.d..Qp(lIItl(l~.co_.u_". 'Do 
Poj~ics' conoocts workshoPG 3fId cvcntil. nnd providos reoolJfCC~ and training 
across tfle UK tor young people. 

In AI1~tral;a, the Youth Electoral Study (YES) found that some iocen~vel5 .... ouk! 
attract a tirs! vol9. YO!.IIl9 people said" t;u b<OI~k or 1h~ "', .. of p.-omot;on,,1 roc~ 
COIICQrts would be too mosteltoolvG incentives, but lhere was also Somll support 
tor the notiOn tflat iIlcontlvcs ~hQuld no1 be needed nG voting iG a rOGPonsibility 
that oomes Wlth CItizenship. 

'f! P.7og-r-O .. h:1./'LhjnjJ:2k~i:J.12.Lt: __ k_,!h.f Id 1-11(' 'j 
/lLrn. If o..hOLLf the L-o/!'nc; J f'fP(/--ora/ prr:.>u'·SJ. 

1- A.l-vCII--f'MC"'J'\ 0/ )IOG_J to f)frOrYlC ('< 

.1J:gilJDrc! J-7JJev . 

VClter fltglstration 

In AL>Stralla, ooch person must eomplet9 an (lI)folment farm te fsgt$ll)f IQ vote. 

!i:I ~-rooJiJ; fheE99,~\it: ~¥if,r' /r}rygu,Ug'r-W!9;-,/u:iiinipI':.mi I<~ 
J!l ri!ig/slar:diNO-YQtal. .'" ,'" "', "- ',-" " 

New ideas 
In ~om" countri~s, r,.(jistration is don~ by the gOll(lrnmem 00 that peOphi ,u,. 
automatieally rogistcrcd when they reach votilig og-e. An rnternotionni rcpon by 
the tmltitute lor lJemcx:racy and E::t8ctorai AssistarlCe, Y<JUIh Vat~r Participation, 
~''9Qe~ts aui.lmati:: registralian by the gowfnl1wrt rath&f th",n ~ OO;"g a duty of 
ea"'" p~fSun!o <;>I1rol. 

Other countries enable people to register !!et 8 po Jljng ~tetion on e~ion day. or 
nn·ln",_ 

In Canada, Elections Canada Identifies peopkll'lho havatufllCd 18 1hrough 
into'mallon p(ollideo by, tor example, the t~x oH;':e and motor ~eh~ 1e reQlsters. 
TMCnip.f F!p.rtm",1 Ollir",r I'/fit~ to these people to ask them te confirm th~t thp.y 
ilH' >tIi<j.tJl~ 10 vow .. nu ~ons~lIt to 1leing incf\ld\/d in th~ nationat reg1s:er. 
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_/)f'7:1[)V' h-U'FC<1 1(. ____ ~ ___ _ 

POlling slEltions 

In Uueensland, poh ,g ~tations am USLJ~ny located in sohoolS Of hal s and are open 
hetwp.en Bam "00 Gpm, 

i 1:(01(1' coUJd Ihl> EGO ma ~ it easier'fPtjiat1t'f(j'jJfJOpIii,'truxi9ttr.eitliote:> 

1--1_ id!o,," 
In recent Canad'oo ()lcction~. E/o-ction~ Carmda intrOduced mare polls 111 locations 
10 which your.g people have aa3y accaS$, soch 05 neor EJludcnt rCllidenOO$ anCI 
ur.M:r~ity ~ighbourhood~ . 
In Canada, poI~rl!l SI .. tiOlls are oP"" for 12 hoors_ 

~1"Qilllon;; trom 100 Australian Electoral Commission and thg Victo,jan EI9Ctoral 
CommiE;slon (looorved oleotronic votinI;J proocs$OS at elections In tt\<l USA, UK 
ancllrel!!oo between 2000 and 2002, The del€aations considered tre dirterenl 
op!ioo.\ that 'UP. ~'1"~ab~, Ih"" art'l~rrt;>,ge5 "",d diM.dv~ntagM ~nd hOlN Meh 
orbon woukj sClH Auslra~.' ~ \/Otin g system~_ The delegation~ r~com!'·ler>rl ~d~­
\/(Jtirlg t.... [<law.. """il.ble to c~rt"in cla"s~s <>I" I'<lt"" i i,~ luoing volars in Anlarcti<:~, 
'101~ in . with I o'l"rs:;',:";,'~ot\lIS (ie" 

= _ a~d 

A re.:"-"nl repDrl at the V;ctorian Scrutiny 01 Act~ and Regojillion.~ Cnnmit1e~ , 
Viclodarl Eii'C!roflk; o..rrlO<."r.i'~y, consi<.l>!r.-;J "Ie<::troni<: \/(Jting. It rltC mlmended 
that Victoriiln electkHlE I:hollld not 00 cooduct<1d rllmot~y vi.lnfofm~tjon and 
communicatio nS KlchnoloQics in the near future, but Identified the fo lowlng Key 
OO'lllrlta(les 01 r~mot8 voting systems: 

OJSY ncce:m fortrave ! ers and disabled peoplo; 

pro'lidinQ an intertaoc tor other technologies such as $()f"G(I!l reaCIlI"S, Brnnl" 
computera, m~gni/i&~ or &iternative data entry systems; 

a l owinQ lor tM eaay end cheap distribLiion ot bo~o! papers in diHer~nt 
'angu~gB.\: 

iflEtantan&au~ proce~.\ing; ~nd 

al owing 'IOtera 10 ~CGe ~s a wide ranQ€ at other ti1/ormatioo wnile COMiderh g 
~nM cMt'ng tM~ \/(JtB_ 

/he [{-<.-",reV! f vo,L-/oy 

/clI'r/';l _ Oi_U:.:JC.r!.;:.!£_. __ 
1.1_ ... __ _ 
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Advanoe voting 
CUrrently in Queensland, it you can"! vote at your nearest polling booth on the day 
01 a state election, ~;aj a"angem~nts can 0.. made IOf y<Xl to cast your \/COIe, 
such as by ad\r~ voting in PIl!'BOO or postal voting. Th~ii options ilTii il~ailablo;i 
In only some eiTcummanccs· tor e~ample, if you: wm be interstate on po!linQ day; 
have ~ diMb;Jily; or cM't VoiR nil !hilt My booc.au"", '" religious beliel3. ror lurther 
infonnalion, see wyvw.ecq,gld,QO~.ilu. 

Now iOOas 

In the UK, postal IIOliny is lIvail"tJl" tu any etigilJle V<.ller 01, ,..qwsL A pi!'SO!l may 
apply fu< PQSIaI voting 10'" partloular elec:Uon, 1o, .. c"rt..in pariod 01 tim~ or f= an 
tutL!f9 atoollons. 

To lacililate voting. the "late gnv~mmenl ~oLJlrl deel"'" the day of " stale etection 
a puhtic holkla.y 0, schedule an election for a day o\he, th"" a Saturday. 

In M",e, il eiuctrorUc voting wgrel0 be Introducod, for ijxamp!~, it nij~d I10t b9 
nooa&Sarylo nave an 'election da\", wtth a~ ~otos caSt 011 the same <lay. Votil1g 
could take pkl,ea, for example. over an 'efection week', 

" r..le5, ) I _'1.NOf.A/ci fP V{'" peofJ/e __ D~lDrr 0/ 
tAn jJ)()J?}uvtlh/ fo vole Llk/£/ I t i,J[){1/d 
_he _D (YDucfp...cl_ 

Close of roll5 

ClXren~y, after a state ~1ect""1 is c~IIOId, p..upl" hall<! bI1fw<l~n 5 a,ld 7 daY'> to 
"'y;,;t .. , tu '-'Ut ... 

NQw_Ic!ll.a<l 

Prior to the 2004 federal etadion, th~ Special M"ister 01 State, Eic Abetz 
prop0ged Ihal: 

the cl~cloral ro l oo Closed to new ~olel"3 on the day the election Wfits wood ho 
issued (usually Ihe My the.-lACtinn ~ anncllllced); anrl 

p.<IOu/ .. wi""ifIQ to charJgB tha~ Bnro!mant dB!aKs 00 giv~ Ih' .... da~ to 00 "0. 

Thi. proposal did noll"OCood ~s it was not supportBd t>y the nOTl-guw,mwnl 
p~rt~. 

''_!If'J I if JOvf'I'7I'y!lI_ 
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Fixed election day 

III Que""SI""oj, ll~r .. i~ "" fixed "t.;.ciion day for state election5_ 

A fixed tllvctioo d<\y cook! al >.! w irllJ(owd civics e.JUCil.tion courses, mock·el~t"ns 
Zld ot~()r strategies 1lOO0000ra!jing young pGop~" I/ngagOOl~t wHIl OlIeo::tions W 00 
planned in adv/ll\Ge (~ee Milner). for example, (l fixad a!octioo day \\Wo al Dw 
G,Vk';~ f!{jrr:;ator~ to plM and condu<:t th",iT c(}u~e~ in parallel v~th an el~"tion 
campaign. 

III po YpI{'m~~,~'i>fIiicitiphjs~;~ttfJiyh~~:;onfor_9ow'-lIlft"inl 
1!6 t6(;/Jrr.;/ldIKa' cbit!.q~fQ'4'<9f;i liIffl! el~c~7__ -:. :I'.: ':. - " . 

In Queenslar'ld, eleclians fa ~l1local oovernmelll alJthnf~ie" '''~ g ""..,'~lIy held 
~Y~ry Iu....- ,..,,, .. 011111 .. lasl S~turd~y Or, March. 

" J h.ej.-~_2iJQ.L-L{)/ __ 
dCl/e~ _ 

be o!ay; clnol 

----

New voting liiy!;tem 

In Q""~nsland, a iyslQm (If opHonal pril/"rential voting is u~ .. d. A faci ,00..\ 010001 
'OPIt i~ avaiklbki from: wNW,ocQ,g!d.&QYAW. 

G) Do taL/think YOul:rg~)Vl>Ukl':~,lT~'ilkO!jyiQv0t!3 H Ih"""vQ/irlP ~~(O>m 
19. WliS,cJ:Ia!1gt>l1:so:tlJal;~(fate~fUnnlngMg./rt~rr{ls:s~ ,otpw;tklilarilJlfI~ 

10 ,ypung', pi;oplo ~ffl,_moro likC/'/:-to ,;. golPJ4l?tQd:;1ii1if haye" ,:I. ' -i(OiOO-fIl 
pelfiilmMrl? .' , - "-, , ,-

New idAA~ 

\-

Ap~lNldb: 0 coma41lG a r"lII00d v"rslon 01 a pap{lr prgparg<j for an llQuiry, H,,,,ds 
on Parliamont, bytho Looal and Consmutional CommitlOO of tM prwioli$ 
Parliament It provides intormation about our voling system and ways it m igtll b" 
~,h1ln[)l"d to provide more diversly in r.an<idat"" who mil.Jhl np. ~ ",cterl_ 

As in Quooniitand, thll \/Otirlg systgm 111 the UI< ma~es it v..-y difficul; for 
oandld2.1<lS Irom miner panios to got eICCIGd. In May 2005. some 500,000 sohool 
atudents in the UK voled i1 a mock election to comckle wrtn the ger.erel elections. 
The students voted loc the &1~al oandidales_ The r"SLllt.. "MW~.n that thll 
slud.mls WIIre ~tlrade<J tu parti~ which ran candidatis OIl c~i1 i$SINs; for 
(lxalTlpl(l. stvdenlS who fel! passionate about thG envlroTTrloot votoo for ttlg Gre .. n 
Party. De~pite lailing to Mve a 3ingte candidate returned in ine general olocUans. 
lh" Green Party f;eCur .. .d 45 Ollt rl ~ pOMihlP. 349 ..e~t~ in the mock ~lection. 

Proportional r"pr"8001atloo votlrlg, which is us~ tor Sgna1g ijl~C1ions ~~ Australia, 
prav<:!o$ oraater opportul)ity tor minor parties to win ooats. 
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Voting age 

111 AU$lfalia. you m1J3t bil l S ylW'll <'lid to IKlt .. The rnir.imum..,mg ~ in O!her 
COI.II'>!ries nonges from 1 5 to 21. 

Th~ minimum lIQM set by the la w for other aclil'ities i.r@ i~t...:J in Ippendlot e , 

"'_, ... ii, ..... ~_''t''~ . ..".'''''''' ... ,_U~ P.I~.'i$~iW;::'.Niifit~'tB~ii:l1Ii'.:tiMtci"0ij7j~\';,,~ 

~~ 
InApri 20()4, folowilV ' lI<ujyel on I/ ... ;oy<! QI ~riJ mll/orttv. me Lri:ad 
Killgdum EiudoI'" C<rnmlulon 18COIMIIII"Id9(f thaI D1e m11imurn age Ior alIlEtYcIs 
oh'Oling A1 p.bIt:eloctlOM n IM UKromai1 at 111 yeen 101' the ~I'M ~ I ne 
IJI( EIoefotal COmmisSIon lICI'Med, ~. It1M it...,-:t~ 10 ~." 
/u/tI'.er lOITTUll ..... l'!W 0I1h. minimo.orn vocing age within • "",,>er f~ 10;1 ~wn 
.,.-,;. 11 encouraged "'1& 90"""~ 10 oonsid<!< initiali!l\l a ...ode! ravlwi of Ihe 
agt01 m .... lty. 

In 2Q()(), ... fClPOn on OhMg1l111 ~al and legal framewOf'ks 1or young ~li!In~ 
found that. despta .same in!B",,!:n gettjng "",re ~ in flair tOmml.>'1ily ~d 
in ~vefTY1'1f!~1 n...:i'liol'l-<TIaki'tg pnx:es~es. )oOl"'9 p""ilI" _i quit., ,.,10,.;1",,1 tu 
claim the right and ~$pon$;t.>il~y ~ h .. OO>lIOO VolB )'QUngir man at .~. IS, The 
mijOlay (74%) of young people InvolWd In \he ressaroh $ald tt1al tI'lCy WCI'IJ not 
,eid\' Of Jntorm:tlld In genif'!4It1VOi'led l'I !Clmal poJrtical proceaaG' ~UCh 83 votll'1Q 
be~ore they wero 18. TI\OiI par.nta IlQretld, wtth 11 rMjorily (61 %j !UOQe'tinQ that 
yoong peOple are flQf mecut. enough 1100 not int",..,,,,...! in villirIO' lIfI"""ltIey ~ t .. 
1 a. IlOd !hat )IDUt>Q f'M~1I'I ~, 13 MVI!! othet p<es>IU,es 10 conflonl and conlem 
-..il'l (see Ca' SOfl. F~arlll RDl.111t), 

CompUsory "OtIng WU 1r1 1~ In Olloonsbnd in 19 14 ood DytIIC 
Co.'Il~ In 1004, R=n:1I Dy M:her (published .. G'McLMracr. HeM­
IrIkKmo.a CiflZieM If;;J(e I)eITlCCt8CT Wane. University Press 01 New (;ngt.nd. 
Hano~ r, 20(2) ndicallls tII~t tne etflld "" ~ng<:Ompuboly "'DtIrog in 
Am .... l i>I ""~ . to bnng about a 23% o,"",al ncr .. aw., ....,g.19. 

Educaclcn In "hoOfS 
In Queensland ~ thele ~ no ~ubteCl called 'cMcs &!b::atioo' or 'd itemhill 
oducmlOO', f'1irM1)r 800 ~.(IfI(1ovy Ajuc~~ l.Mm aOOll1democf&ey. lrockJ<:;Ii"9 
I'lIriillml!flt, YOVe<TlffiOll'll and ~I$, in I. 'l<.illV",- 01 di/f",vnt ilJbjtcil, Stl./diHll li 
al ~u "'p!fisro;" dumoc racy al SQ100I, ror 9)(ample th ro~gI'l GloctionS ror i)Cl'IOOj 
cotJr\Cll rnembcm andfor SCl'IOOlleadEl r$. 

Educalion ",boul democracy 
AddWorw.t llducot k;>tlQl opporM'wtleS relev~nI to ci<!mocrac~ indurle' 
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visits to the Queensland Parli8m~nt, or to a regiooal sittin(j of tM Oueeosland 
Parliament, and edllcatioo~1 acti\lftio!os provided by Pania.ment~1)' Edlr.~lion 
S"rvk; .. ~; «!ld 

electoral education activities conducted by tile Australian t:Oiectoral Goo1missioo, 
sllCh M !odlOOl visits 

For 5ludent" 

For w...:h"rl' 
If) f/()ii(d.~j ,,yiiUr ic1J,oC/IlPPf bad! clvJCS,IJCf~trCiiiilrilpiii.ctft:IJ' ct:~OCr.Ii,..Y? 
I!l I:i6f1!,OO(JJir~I.J(j;jiIM)I;JOOltcrprepaii'$f io~JiijM~,ltiitQmOCt.lW]' ',: 

New ideas 

10 pr"vioo. inquirie., Ih~ L"yal ~"d Co"st~utiu"al Cummilt"" ~nd u .. Legal and 
Cons~tutionill Committ<ills of \hi ~i<th and 50th Parllam~mti hav .. made 
rocornmoodatlons abOlJt CiviCS education in QueenSland. Similar 
rocommandationn have !:leen maM by many other Australian bOdi~s ill recent 
years. A 113t ot sama ollhese recommerldalion~ i~ set cut in ~ppendb: C. 

The Constilu!'on .. 1 C¥rltr .. 0/ W"'l"rn Au>1rana w<ls ~1 .. b~iJ'ed 10 "",coul-age 
peep .. 01 all aye~ to learn at>out th~ W\l8~rn Australian political ~Y'lt"'" .. nu h<>w 
to actively partlolpate in it. It oti'er$ displays on me Constitu;lon ann aspGCt~ 01 
c~izonemp ood IXllilioal histOl)'. The Electoral Education Genlro is loCated w~nin 
the aame oomplex. IIna pro,'-des interl'lc~ve proOfl'lmll ~11o\Y'-n~ people to cast a 
vot~, d~over the origir;.~ cl d!omocracy ~no1 undl\,."j~r;d how too ~oting lIylliam 
wor~" (see W\WII_ccentr"_W~_!J9~_;o.ultnd'lx.r.tm)_ Programs, pr~serted in ways 
which ""9;og~ YOlJflg pliopkl, ar~ alie conduc~d for schoof .tudont. vi~iting th~ 
CGIlI'e. Teach<)r reSOIJrce kits oompl&lTlal"ll eaCh program. Rasouree boxes on 
various topics arc availabte to sehooi:3 in remote areas. In additioll,lhc 
Con~lilutioMl GMtre h>ls ,""""bred an 'Qvi R~~ch Progr~m' which inWlives a 
network cJ local ~ in rLOal and r9Cf>O.)te aress 0/ Western Austral " providino 
pro\jf.un" IQ stwenu; n those ilre~s. Sorne prO!lr~ms are spedj ir;; to IrdyIiilOUii 
commun«ies. 

'" Cillicll ~r;d C~ilenshir Erlu .... ,."ti<ln web"ite (v.hich incorpor~le~ a previous 
'o;scOVEM'ing Democracy' wooslte) is www_civio;sandcitizen~hiP_Wu.§\,-

"KIds Voting USA' is a natiooal non-pro/no oon-p~rtlean olganleaflon that tea-chat 
atuolentll about crtizenshlp, civic re~poi'1sibiity, democl~cy and pOlitical 
p~rticipation_ T OgelhM wlh rjassroom acti~ities, stLKients are f""o.-.cpd w~h M 
opp""tun~y 10 cast a 'Kid~ Vvling' bal ~l on .. leGtim day, linO looy wlo;! on It-... 
same candidates and iswcs ~s adults. 1112004, 1,5 million students turned out to 
vote tor presidential. local end alate candidat~s. Arees with e Kids Vctirlg USA 
p""Jram haw. 5hnwed a \AJliog rate for registered 1 B Y(W oM'5 ...men i_. t <1% 
higOOf Ih"" for r]()n·p~rti\.ipilli!lg ar\las, Sw WMI'.~id~votin(J<JS<I.ont 

AS part 0/ the Kids Voting USA 5ervlC~, 'lloub!eC~ck l>emocracy' (sea 
www.kid_.\h"l;iCi(}tI~~.orwPQltJ!o;.Clici<JIf1 I.o_asp) ... Mde·j~\:;PB~t~~ I r>"iI.5tlld.mt •. <" 
pa" ;'; ipiil~ in an aulh""IK; votiny exp\l,i",,"1' """"g ~ w\lb·b~s"d v{)\i~ sysl~no, 
The OfIine MKots rePlicate!ho candidatos and iMLlCS adlits vom for, and prol'tde 
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SIW9rIi¥ w~~ pra<::tici oallotS v.1'lleh hav~ lirIks to eandiao.!e bIoglaphies .me! alh~r 
1$110\11'001::. A!)out 35,000 3!UCW!rH" pat!ir.ipaled dlring 1t1~ 2004 presidootW 

"""'" "T IiIIfiIf\$ H2 PoIa!u.- 1& a US'b:t$Cd weMite 'II'hdl oIII!f5 young f>"'lf'Il! An 

0!JI)0fItIrW!y to p81tK:lp!I!e in 1l.'lr-USl'ion Ionms 011 Iopic$ wetl a .. t/M; IIOOI"IOO'Y. 
/0." poicy, general poli1icaJ is$Wl<, animals and"~ Iill'M"l'OI\tI'O&nl, ~ i!:; 
a\sQ ,nadg kK YCI\a"1lI pwpiGlO cont!1llulC k) <i:::laus(lO()n$ I.nCIor ItI6 bIlmer 01 'le/t 
~ cnar Md 'r!9ht win<;! corMI'. $eeyrt!'W,1l!ftMn2P9ti1b .mm(f!')Oumsi 

-------------- - --
- - ---- -------- ---
- - - ---------- - -

--- --------- -

Political p.nJ; c 

Thi 2004 Young AUS1ralian 01 !ha vear, HUlIh E~l'lns, he, suggested l~al)'OUng 
pwplo lOCI Ghll: OUl ot mBio3lream perty po~1i"". 

T~fiIllJm101' Oua6rn;land Stale Youth ACI'Ii30ry CourIc~ Ioid the cornmiTl"" ..... 1 ttw. 
1(:0UC:l ~ddto»:led by polti<:ai 1"'1'1 .... , P5rtlr.w...!~ <>l ~.-" , li""" .. , ........ ,,",0tI0t<J loy 
t/)QSfII I~ IG older pA<lf>Iot O'Wld OUI' ageing popo..e..6uoL 

N""Y !cje..¥ 

Clr Arl3dne Vromen. a lectu,er ft!:n., University of Sydn"y, r,,¥llil'cllOiIS ywng 
p8'0p!e ertrl poli~ SIl" wri1e$ ~I, 'TI ... "m, "'-',,<1 01 p~rt'<:lpatJor. t~al rM1a/11~ 
tow lOt" yo.,mg pol{lpk!, <nd !fldQQd 101' most AustlJlans. ill mcmoors~ et I)OI(ciOaI 
parr'li1l , Ralh&l man 1:\bc!lng IXIny tnen\Ilership declM ft, ~P'lthy , "'"' ought In 
$CO 1\01'\' ~appeaMg potticlII ~ h'!;'IO) t-:..mll_ 4.nr:I ~ if 1.4' 10 pa1iQs lo 
.irIYOMt .It new \)001'''''Il00_ T11i1i mighl not b<i! by way of loIma' trlGlT'\I)El '$t/II: 
~ paJr!llS TlijII COOluft young peOple on il;suoo feleve.!lt 10 ther IMS' f_ 
VfOfllsnj, 

!n th! lIr.,,,, nationwide study 01 youth ~TlituOOli Icwd thal young people N(lra 
active In th~ir ~or I1lT'lJI1iti\is but no' concefnod ClI>aut polliic~. A3 Iln outcome of 
that ,tl/O'V, a s trateQV adootcll 10 re-connect yoUth to dp.mor:rllr.Y i~ :hllt, tItlrino 
elcC'JI)n ~amp8~M. tne mec1i~ nfl~ \IOulh-moo:larated caflo:lioJ .. 11l tJoK,;olO!S !sw 
NIII.m" A$$OCIaIion 0/ &CritaT1I/y 01 $1.1111). 
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Politicians 

~any r .. search sILidit". in Ausirali ... an<.! i, ~ernatioMllly reveallhat y[llj(J,J reOfl" Me 
cynic31 ~bout th9 b~havloLl" of pollbcians. 

~ How.~ P<J(iJid.",. !h"",selv""'rBS~lha,f(1ithof YOUr>] peopIajn 
" o;WI7!;OQr;o:cy7 -

_f'!~w_iQ_~ 

" 

Or A~iadM V,omen says that p::>'iticiaM m ly consirler ynLJ~,g fl""PIe when they 
pr"".,nl" ... ubl~n; It'''l yuu"!:j peOlJliiI ("".;llo be talked about rather than talkoo 
wilh; and Ill .. t yoong poopll;l'~ p9rsp",,\iv"~ _He rarely in~llKi...J in ~L>lic d~b"t ... 
Dr Vromcn GUiNests that wMl is naeOOd ill dirGC1 evldljrocQ of ~ounq poopl",'& 
oxparicnOOG OOd argumentl1 based 011 SlJCh 8vidcnoo (wo VrorTlenj. 

In t~e Unit"" St~j",~, CMad~ ar>d the United Kingdom, ... 'oo,e \loting isnl 
c0"'Pul"ory. il has btoen shown thllt contact with f"l~li~'" p~r1;"'" aM r:andiOO.te~ \~ 
an important B\wmenl ol'gel-out_the_\lUl~' slfat~yi .. s. Folluwi", .. 11", 2001 B,itis!', 
QIlf11lral elootlon, tll'" UK Electoral Commission Ide~tl!i~ a lack 01 ca~~aiillirlQ b~ 
pOliticiarm Cl5 a ,koiy rmmon (or dl1lsa1isitICtion (and low turilOut) among \~sHmo 
voters. 

Ono/ 

---------------- -----------

-------

BII~g heard 
W~ilC ~oun~ people may Dc turnod 011 pol~ics as ~ ourromti}' operat9s. many 
studies ar"id ~rveY~ have foor"id th~t young people are ~ery Wi\ere~ted in pol!t~!l1 
isw~s important \0 them. The Gha~enge kif governrnel'l~ ~ 10 engage ·.oith \'0' mg 
"",,-,I'\€, and th<i lir~t thing that VW"!,Il'liUP(" s«y is th~t UKlY Wiml \0 00 n"ar~. 

rP. H;w~ you useoJ any or fht/ gwwnl1lfmt oppottunJf~ 10 voic,. your opinions 
~:~ ilixJlJt is&wes? HowetrscfNQ was It? 



NIlW ideM 

In Wastem Australia, tile Civics arld Citiz:cnsMlp Unit Irt the Departmental Prernlo( 
and GaI'Iinet aimB to O!Mance democracy in that slate through civics edooation 
and the promotion cd an active dti:renry. The goal is tI communiI)' wllO!re all 
Weswm Australians ara valulld ill; citi.~i, wh .. r .. th",'1 play <l significarl rnlro i, 
seKing policy plioriTioo and wtwrc thoy help shape the nature 0/ their sooiety (see: 
wwwCitizMJsCltoo.W3.,qov.aLJ!J. 

Or Aciadll" Vrom.", suggests \hl.l, 'Young ~k! hav", a broad fang.< ut 
economic, soolaf. and poClllcal experlenco\:' arld that we nead 10 'claalll ficlusNO 
forms Of goVErnance that recognise and bvikl upor! different ways of m$illg 
commun~i~. ~/I in power M",d to listO!n to young po!'OpIe mor"" and'l'Ounq 
fl""l~'S ct<verse views and eXp"'rieroce~ need to be articulated in the media' {~ 
Vrum .. nj, 

" Aio, / h(ll~?-"- .1------11._.Qf'c l . .D----±:1:'IJh.LJ'5 
. 4fo'i=.L---····-··-----·~--

N9W ideal! 

In 2G03. thl! Gommi5.~ion for r.Jlildren and Young PeopII! was invited 10 participate 
i,o a comm<:te/l for the development of ~ spo~ and recreatioo fllC~ity Ior ),""1"'19 
pwp~ On Poil", Island in N<lrth OU~~"sl"'mJ. ThO) Comrnil;sion ,,"dwtirMid th" 
imrmrtimoo 0/ too committ .... ;Asking YCUrl!< pwpl .. what thoy wantid. The ~u .. 
for tho Commia~;on WClO ne>t (le mUOh "how do W" invcil"<' <Jhr7dran in the buil<lfng 
of t~is fadJlly" but lather "how dO we !let the facility /he ~hildr<m want?", 

In 20fl3, in Pamunatta io Sydru,y, a Yoo*' JI.II)' pres~ted)'JlJIl9 people with 
~actil;al opporturJities ta I"am and discuss /ha lJiv .. rs9 intllW~ts and co""",,rns ~ .. 
WIde variety of young people across 1119 Parramatta region, Partlolpantsleamed 
about teamwork, negotiation skiMs and the powers of government. This eI1ubled 
th",m to f<"lm1 re"listil: rec<>l11mendations 10 ."'ppor\ Ih~ n~ of fh~ collectiv", 
yout~ 01 Parr<lfnatta. 

Th~ aim r:J th8 Youth JI.II)' wa~ to a5sist with bridgir>g racial intolerance and 
cuhurallJiversity among )'Ou/Ig p<!Opla af Parrarnalta. 

Th~ rrtComrllll"d<lti"",; of tfl .. Youlh J",y v""n ... ;-n<ld ~I kay >lov,",rnrllllnt ~nd 
community organisatloos 01 Parl~atta. 

, 
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Taking action 

Young pliOpie wOIn! '10 bII OIctivlily involved in d"~1QCra~y. Votllg al ~loJ<.tio~ is only 
ene way DJ being irlvo ,",od in a domocralic soofcl','. 

J.:~oh Of the fC!NO~ngJl{lIMU6;; haIi9~:~fi~t:JUt,~i:,WQll/(1 yw li?llfO (;airy 

Activity 
H,.,don, Wo.ld ~l<e to 

(10«) do (,orx) 

lJoI ... ,teema C5,J N 

Ir"liliating 0' pa~icip!ll" ~ in Q loe~1 yout~ pr<>t<'ct ~ ,~ 

Inl'lalln~ Cl .l~ a p..u_"" '" @ 

Attending a r~ly or protest "' '" T8kin~ p3.n ., ,,'!nK. Cl' c6' 
FIo>ing " memOOr ct ~ [>OIilical p~rty 

,,., 
'" ll<lln~ ~ mcm~cr 01 ~ lr~do ,"H.on rE :"l 

• 

" ~ &i,,~ ~ ",.mllJer 01 a ,!oo.,nl ur;"" 

Being ft merMer 01 ~ n""·~O'\If)mment 
or!V'nis~t.,n .. hic~ lob""'" g",,,,mm<>n! (e,~, 11", m :xl 
W'dQ",,, .. 5001 01)', -'I' 1r\1"","-,""",I, 

Qo-""" pe<lce) 

Conl""Ii,->] ~ roIl:",,,n or 1oc~1 \J<l¥~ m""'nl C> Q 
covoclllo, 

f'o~",ipnting on .. Youlh f'''r~''m~nt ~ c;6 
B<!i'lg irwolv'i'd <r' ~ V<><.1il Council l&' 17 

Beirl\j involve<! in "" of\llK'Jiaft~oo which $eeks 10 &J O{J 
r~pr..,;ooru ~I~ v., .. s 01 y<l'HJ P"'.opI~ (~,~, "''''"'\1 
AUGW31ian Aur~ NOtwolt) 

Young peopl& SBy that to Do! enQ&ged ir1 d&mocracythey need thlflgs such os: 

j, .for<m;r.lio(l; 

oppOnunibcO to actively ~n9a~e in democracy: 

~n i;ie~ aooot "'hat can 00 ""hi..vM ,ea'.~ril:~Yy: 

spacllOi in wnich 10 m~lit and di\.,<,us:o; ood 

Bcce~s to the ir1lernet. photocopiers, etc. 

m What ~Gsif;rMCO or -ooooutagcmof)1 dO yqu naad from govemroonl to t4lk9 
j.~ ~cfs{)n "baut tM I:lSU6SYOO feel paSSK)f'Ilffli Iloouf" 

1,<:», ic..~~ 

t:lr~t;&~e City Caunci! ".a~ devel"Poo 'Vieible 1Il~' _ a weoolte WhlCh Bl aws YOOO (;l 
P"<>[l " to have a say in the Coor>:;il's program~_ Th~ "'eb"'t~ CMta"'~ infnrm3lioo 
abQul IlOW yourJg ~ople c~n 1'<1'-"" lhliir "ay, llV""ts lur your'Y ~op~, fillks to 

• 

/t'j 



, ' 

re'lOUfC8S and a forOO1 through which YO"C19 peopko can expreM the;r opiniol1s_ 
Thlil Council h;o.s also providlld YOl.l'lg ~ with areas around Bris~ vrhere 
l/lCycan come togelhorto meet and organise activi~es and projOO1~ ofinWOOl to 
them. T"lv!Sf> arM~ am a<,.ces~ibIe tll YOLJng paopI1! and well r/l.";oU"Ced (see 
\WIW _ visible- in k .our'), 

TIlo Victorian Government produced a haMbook lor young people on how they 
CIIIl C1"!!.!te chan()<,! in !heir r.ommunily. The han<f:,ook provides ... uggestioN on 
00\11 young people ca" 11"'1 active OIl it project they (wl pa5sionat~ about, and how 
tI1ey can ifr1;I~Q.rl1 that proj9CI: (~OO ........... YQI.!1t\.\'j<;.OO'I.au!pdf§IIYf>Sb09l<3.pdf\. 

The Foundation for Young Austraiiam is a noo-pralit o~!ltion de<liOOled to 
OO~l!roping' ;"rmvati\l~ "~j"tive~ that support '1nd empower ~g people aged 12 
to 25. The Foundation provides seed-funding Jor id"...,., ploactively soo"," co­
r""ding ~o support inltiatlwi and h61ps the r9CipiQnls structure th\lrm;~s 10 
ensure long-term sustainabWily, Each year, tho FO\If1da,tion mMagcs it portfolio of 
Qrants fOtallng allOul $6 minion, At least 25% of total grant funding is de<lica!Gd to 
iniSat~" ~r-:~i<,.ally dp.sigMd to b<!""Ot young lndig<!OOIJ5 Au"t""lian" (3e<'l 
W>'1W.VOUD(]ausTralians o.-g)_ 

TM Youm EIOO10r31 SlUcty (Y~S) ,ounCl mal palems arc ragarct&a oy yo""9 
people n$ Tile most impOrtant source 01 information atloot voting. T el$vi$ioo and 
MW!lpapers lire rhe 00)(1 most import3l\t, ~ver y""ng people vi~w these latter 
500sces wi~h some scepticism 

'" .--£DIm!y J:-;,h'C'7c,e"n=c,-IJ~'''7qc''V(~' ~2LJ=r) L.J:.u' r" :Jec" 
-.-in few mC.fh'Ol'1 , 

N!;IW iQQiI£ 

The II1spire FO l.lldation (sea wwwinspiB.org_aul is a ilaliorlal non-prolit 
foun.l<ltion which aim. tD creat9 opporWni1i9s tor young AUEtralians, principillly 
a.gea bolvY<Jen 16 and :.!~, '0 help themselves and others. -I he FoundaTion 
OOkr>OWled\je5 thAl young p"0pl,., vJ~nt TO rMke a r<'"iTiv" djlfemoc~;'" the~ own 
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li'lll,. <Iild in ~ir commurJitiGI;, Young poIopl¥ ilr~ acl;v~ly K1Voly,.j i" 11"" 
devclopmom and delivery of a~ lllo Fourxintion's irlliatives, Ono irli1ialil>e, 
'ActNoW', i~ '" vmh-h~.o;ed ~erviCA thil\ wil provide yClUI19 P"'DpI<! with i<1lormBtlOll 
and supPOrt on how thiiY can b<lcome involved in is" U8S a ca~s~ in tho!oir 
community th .. 1 th6Y:i.fG passKm"je atlout. 

mgaois~li(m which provides 
forum tllI"OugJ1 whICh 11 
in dtscusslons with 
infOlm~lion 
onclude' i 
f"'opl.-. out 00 
reports wer~ 

, 

I. 

The US AO CotJncl is:l nnn-profa OIO,'lniMlion whioh product>£:, distllbUles and 
promote~ put)lic service camp~igns on 11 rBn~e ot i~sues, A rOO(l{lt oamp3ign, 
'Fight M,,"ooql1ini~m', loc"s',"" on improving yooth civic enO"'9<'!m",nt II!1d vot"'l 
~rticipatioo tt invoflled te1evisioo ;o,nd radio ad!! a med at ~tI~ )'0''''9 p"'''[lifo 
ioWON«d~) ;,;SU«S they car« about, volU1teeri'1\l and "0I;r1\O (s .... 
",,","",'. fiQhlm annl;!g 1.Iln!!: m, qrg). 

'Rock It\(l Vote' i3 a non-protil OI"oanisalion whiOh aim~ to ellQngo \'l\JllO people in 
IM political process;n the Lh i\"d State~ and draw ~ttention to iS300~ ~ ooroern 
to you"!! penpt .... It C<X">rdina\es vot .... ,~()i~tt~tiM .yive~ ""cl erluclltion eflort~ to 
"nSUT~ young peopl~ ~~~rci~~ 11",,;, rigbl la ~ole. Yo"'l1 culture is haroossed in too 
I'ror"llIial uI' it. c~mpai!:lrn;, many 01 which f .... tur" I,..,h I',or'it~ c·<o'!eblil;.,S ;,",~ud irly 
musicians, aotors, athlCl()e and camadiarlS. In the 2004 el€l(:tiQns, 1,2 m'jlton 
people tool\ aavonlnge at the QrgnnIS1l1iQn'$ onlinc votor registrallon Inciity. and a 
iul1her ~OO,DOO rf\lister~d ss ap~rt of the Aock the Vote Sus i"our acr05S 1tJe 
country (Me """"",.mck!h"""'".~<>m) 
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Crv.UldltV.<; {I'll' I\t.tl)?LI'1..0 !.l <;I.<il~,u,,-<;w .. , 

Them I~ no geIIOlm tor ~ ~tilmis!iCJn to the commitIM. Bubmis5ions may be made u3ln~ 
th9 inquiry resiX"1se form or in the form ci a IQ'ler, a sl'bstanllai paper or a short 
docum9ll1 aOO lffiIy may include appendioos. Submissioolii may contain facts, opirli<J<1~, 
allJI,Jrnonts and recommendations for action. Th0 most u~cfLJl submissions are 10 tt'm 
poin!. 

The oomrtitlElil would prefer ",rltloo submissIOns. but w~1 also accept sutlmissiOll3 on 
audio tape. For wriHen submiss)o(1s, typAd Of prinled taxt i~ prllfflrMI.,. thou<Jh kogib'" 
hand-wri\Wn submission. '''" ,*,:cllpl~bI .. _ Numullroo pq$ and, for submi~sions in 
gxC\j~ of 21) pages, a brlel summaIY and a tabkl of coot9llts is aloo h .. lplul. 

AU !iiutmissi<.>rls mvst indudQ thlil narrw an<.l 00Ilta<..1 t1etails uf Ill .. P""''''' m~l<i"y the 
swbm~sion, Those malc:1nQ a submlGsioo on bGha~ (J/ an OI'\lan~ation shoold ildk:ate at 
whQt!oycl the sUbmission has beco authorised {eg 3ub-C(lIT1mittClC. J,lI1lsidoot chair. etc.). 

Public ot/IOOJl; may make submissions as priVata Mvldual$. HO~VI)r, If reference Is 
made i1 a "ubmjssioo le their official poortioo, rt should al$O be mada oIear tM.1 t11c 
~ ubmissioo ~ madoo in " priVl'lte r-"P"~,ity_ Submi..si0n5 fmm (j<lvemmlmf departments 
shook1 be alrflorised in accorMnce with normal depilrtm9r1tal procl'duno._ 

Conte .. t and relevance 
A sutJnoiss;o" may co~ .. r som .. Or all 01 tha OsSLJo>S raised 11 ti,a response fafm It would b~ 
helpllll ~ slllxnissions claar!y sl:atl/d whl<;h ;SSU<;l~ ar<;l bai,,!! adQ-"sseC. 

The CO"Ilf11illee·s u"",.1 procOl'Jur~ is 10 )lublic!y r~"'ilSa...-.c! liibh! submissiQfl~ in ~,a 
Layislativa A,ssllmbly. Not a! slJbmi&skms wkl nocIIssarily 00 PIl~i$h<;Ia an<ll<Y labled. Tn.. 
commltle-e resarvee me rig/\t 10 not puDllsh or taIJl9 conlidenl)aj submleslons, or 
SUbm;SSiQ{1~ Which ale Ifl'elevant. oontnin sOt.M'r~ws or defrunalory mnlcrial. or Jrc 
othefWi.'!& not su;tllble for puIlkshinC. The commftlee wiN inlorm}'Oll if tt dooide~ not to 
lICCf'>pI. or not to .... rlhori..e the pUblio-,.ati.;o nl. y"ur "'JbmiMion_ 

c.;, "fkh."li.1I11 1 

The cOOlmiltlN .. 11~mp!s to comJ,...:1 ils inquiri<Os in thll most open w~y possible Howe~er. 
if you ooUo;>ve thall'QLJr submission (or part 01 it) shoukl no! l1li m;rue pul!llc, d"arly write 
'conlldeMat on each page and. in a Drial QO\Ieringletter. explaIn why your submission 
SIlould:le treated confidenli~Jly. IhB Qommittee wj) then oon~ider YOIX roqucs! far 
conlid~nti"lity_ 

Unauthorised Release 

Once tIN cornmi~ .... ,,,,,~ivl>5 "submi"siofl,;1 t"l(;",nes ~oow'lill,"", )lIOpoIrty and should 
not lJ ... pubtishod wkholl1!11e oommit1Els's :au!horlsalion. pubnca(lon 01 a lliJbmls,.iOll 
WllhoLX (ha commi!tee's ~uthOfislltion means that \hat publioaticn is not protoctcd by 
parliamenfary prillilege and may amol Jnt 10 a WI11o!mpt 01 P~ri.vnent_ 

All sub'nissionll ihollld bll ~<mllo 

),"" C;O".MoC Dirootor 

Constit~ion~1 an~ Adminis!ra!iv<;I RilVjg'N Committ!W 

rlt Hous,",. Goor~ Stril<;l! 

OLD 4000 



Submissions close on WednesdllY, 3D November 2005 

Extensioos 10 the rj<l~ing rt~t" m~y h8 aiven_ If ynu need mOl,., tilM 10 ma<e a 
submiMion, or il you rilquir~ furtiwf ' llurmatior I, C()(lldd Ill" ~<XTlmitt~e's !~r"'tilria! on; 

Telep:.me: (07) 3406 7307 
Fax; (07) 3406 7070 
Emai~[Q;l.rQ G p~dij)mc:ntQid.poV,ilU 

Co,,;"'~ 0/ th IS paper and a~ otIler pubocatims by the L<>gal aoo O)nst~u!i(>"1at C()(nrrl~lw<l 
are ovai!abll;o un th~ ktt...-net via the c()(")lmi!tlW~ home p.go;o.t 
~NN'.Darii~m@nt,!l!'Mlov.au/oommfttees,1g)_?l[~Y,_~l'T\ 

Nalfe: .... Uer.l?r.??p ... 

Age (op:lonal): . J] 

Adaress; "y.f:Cik .... /.) ... A:9cd .. :;h.J,/u.~J_ (IWJ .... 'lJ)PX 
8enJII'y Pn<-", (()/If'y'" 

COrilllGl (o,g phone rnmoor)' .. __ .... , ............. , ......... " ...... ,,'" 

Em~l; 




