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yw~·yolu. 

The aim of thin inquiry is 10 maM prOOliC(l1 rooommcndatiom to 
increm;o the ..,tcrosl and pD."iojpa~on of young peoplaln dOO1ocraoy in 
QU&SnSlllnd. 

Th .. r.ommJ:t>le want:!. to hear from young penple, in f"';rtiGl.hr, ahotJt: 

~ what is necQod in Queensland; 

*,'1 what wjll work; 

'!lI what won't; and 

<$ whcct wu want to do ur o;lXJ*fience_ 

We woJA! also like 10 hear from an people in Oueen~land who ha"" an 
interest in yooog people, or in young peopio:> .. niJIIging in d~mur""Y_ 

TO h$IP you to trtil1~ about, discuSS arld respond to maners r~levant to 
11'111 inqlAry, W8 h;oVII sot out balow ;;om~: 



Educatlonflnlorm&tion 

It is tire job 0( tlw Ehi'clor'il Corm"'ssi01l Q"""nsl""d (ECQ) la ij05Ure that peopie 
IInrol aIld vote at ~loctions. To do thIs, the ECO uses 9duGatlon a~d i.l'li.nin~ 
programs (e.g. pootcards, poster,) Md ~ VISitS). 

A __ f~~!*:~~~~~rj~~i~~~t~'t~ 
New id,,~s 

In 2003. EJootIans canada partne!"ecI With Cablo in the Classroom ta dw91QP a 
new volOr odUcatioo program /0( students. r'lCluO"ing a OOnlest challenging people 
a\jed 16 to 1810 create 3O·secOr\O" public s ... rv~ announcement:! on -mea telling 
th",jr peA."1\ why the democraf.c prOC<'!ss and vot~ are import!!nt. 

The United Kingdom ElfjCloral Commisslon's 'Do PoHtics' aims la 9"()'UUfI!j 

people InvoIv<)'d In democracy. II may be accossed at; ~,d0p9Ulcs.C9.uk. 'Do 
Politics' conducts wor1<.3hops and events, and PfOllidos roGOurcos and training 
aCl'"MS the UK tor young pao'ple. 

In Acntralia, Ihe Youth EleoXlral Stooy (YES) loond that Some incenliW#l w<>uld 
atk'act a Tirot vot". YOIJ<>g peopIG said a tax break ur jh., us .. 0/ prmnoth>ai rod< 
cor.cer\s would be the mosteHeotive incentives, !)ut there was also some suppor1 
lor tha nation that ir.contivo$ ~hould i'\Ot be neodcd aG IIOting is a re$ponsib~ity 
Ihat comes with citizenship. 

Votllr I'IIglstnnlon 
In AU&!ralla, each person must compjete an enrolment form 10 reglsle' 10 votu. 

!3i fWw.~(}fjfdrtweq:Jjn~/{(o<1t ~iif'tor Y'PJt~iI;IiIq~"tOHif1(;vI; ilf:d /;IeCUlle 
J!l roQIstMJiitavafe.1,. ':.'., :,.' ,. ". 

New ideaS 

In Somi cooolriHs, rllgtslratloo Is dona by lhe gOV(Jrnment so lhal people are 
alJ(Dmat'CEl~y registllrW when they reach vo1ing age. An illlmnntional roport by 
Ih ~ Ins!~ule for Democrllcy Md (]ectorlll Assi!<tance, Youth Voter PBrllCipatiOf'l. 
suwests aU10mal ic r ...... strillion by the goVirrlon .... t rather than ~ beiNJ a duty ot 
" ,,"ch person 10 gnrot 

Other coontries eMbI~ ~opl! 10 r~Qisler ~t ~ pali:ng station on election day. Of 
on·ioo. 

In CanMa, Eloctions Can3d~ identilios peoplc woo haW turned 18 tlvough 
mto<malion p1o~i~d by, tor ~xample, th", tax office and maor vehicle registers. 
Tho! C),iel ETec~or~1 Ofi lcer writes to lI1ese people to ~sk them to confirm !hill they 
", .. " i ~ib'" to VDt" and G()Ilslmt ta ~i"lg in ~lud~d in thl> n~ti{)!l~1 rb'gi~ter. 
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Polling sll!tions 

In Q\le~n.~land, paI""g stalioo~ are lJ';ually 1000~led io ~honI~ nt hatls and ~fe op ~ n 
between Sam and epm. 

! H?w c0l1ldiME:Ca milk:~it eM;er ror'yolilg p~:t6r..ay tiTelr!ld(J1' 

New 1d9«iO 

I~ rece~t Canadlan e1eclions. I::lectiOrlS CanaCla r11rOdlJOed more pO)/ls'" klcnHons 
to which young peop le hav~ "asy access, ~ uch as near student re~idf:nces and 
l."i"",rsity neigObolllhoods 

• 
In Canada, p~in!l sto.tklm;: are op.;m for 11 hOOfS. 

Defo~lklns from the Austmli(ln Electoral Commiooion and the Victorian Elootoral 
Commission obserwd e lectronic votina processes at elections in the USA. UK !In" t,~lIIod ootw"en 21XlO and ?OO? TM del~gation~ cM~i<:\fo!ren IM dift" rtlnl 
op~ions th~t ~'" availablll. II""';r advantages ,,00 disadvantages and !low each 
<.>p \iorl "oult! suit Auslr" Ua'. \Klti"lQ sysl<1",s. The lMlega~ons 'OC(}llUll fi' ,xko<J e· 
votin!! 00 mada available to certain claEs~ 01 voters includlll!! voters III Ant.rctica. 
vOlen; in ramotc.locn~on~. voters with a disability and OVOflloas vot~ ($00 
't{'h'W aeo goy cut cOOlenVwhat/yoljnq/e!eclronic reoortl[) dex hjm and 
WWIV. am: go v. ,ux c ont""Vwh "tlygtioo/E· 'l9t i I'l(] report. rxtfL 

A ricltnl r"Vurt '" \II<' Vi~1uri"" SOil.diny 01 h..1i ,m<.l A"Il "' ~li"ns CUTllni!"",,,. 
Victorian €IOIClronlc Dfimocl<lcy, consld"rltd illictronic voting, 11 r .. corrvn.mdsd 
that Victorian eleclions should not be oonductod remotely via intormatiOf1 an<! 
oommU/lic~tlon~ teohno~\Iies Kl lhe near future, but ident~ie<l the tolowing key 
~dvAntAO"'~ of I1'!mol~ II<"fng sy5l~ms: 

M~y aceBs ~ lor traveller~ and disabled peDpIft; 

providing an "'Iertac~ tor olMr leOh/loloQies 3UOn a, screen readem, Brnille 
~omputF.rs, mAgnii im5 m allflrnativ", MatA "'ntry "y:o;Ip.m~; 

al/owifl{llor th~ e~~y and che...p di~tri bulion 01 ballot ~p8r~ ill dtleren1 
language~; 

in stMt~neoos processing; and 

allowing voter~ 10 ar.CBM ~ wide rilng~ of nthllr in/(lrm~t"'" while mn" id<!lif'l{l 
am:! ~~sliny Ih~i< vote, 

~<: .~ j'<' •. j'~l _ . J ~";.:;. /. ~. .j' 
"'l\ ___ jv'/,:~ .0(--'~~L:/..:L_.J.l,2:u::. -£t:(Uk/J:-J-:._/.LZ~-y'._JI._. 

'~Lf;D§ .. ,~~Kh. i.~,.L .. L~l,:d()y __ ._!c'Xi!o;?.W.50.r2,L,'Z'i 
. -pj.;{?C". L:Cb:'k:J. __ c*"J~.lf4'( )?/t' (<1: i,t:J J.!V~::;f:, 

1./ J / . _ ':'. '( ".; I ._ /i:: :J'-!L _/1;1:. _ . .;.:L/U .. '-. _t.>::Jl{£:,) . 
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AdvllJ1C1! voting 

ClIrrently in QueerlS!and, ~ )"Iu can't Wlte at IJO'!I neaffist poIUng booth"" the day 
of a ~fil<il election, 5P<iICial iITangamlln~ can b .. made/or you to cast your vow, 
suoh as by adVance votinQ;n person or postal voting. ThEIO(~ options arc a\ll\ilab!e 
in onl)'some circum~"'~ - tor ",,,ample, f ),ou: wi . 00 inters/at'" on polbl1!j day; 
have a disability; or can't vobi on ~lat day OOcauso< of rali\POus ~fiels. For fl.rther 
inIorm;;Uioo,,. ..... WI'!'W.¥Cq.qld.q!IY.au. 

Newidw 

In L'1 ... UK, ~lar voting is avaJable to any er.gfble voter on request. A PElf'SOf1 may 
apply for ~1 .. 1 ""ling /or a particular aloolion. for a cmtain period of lime or for ah 
futlJre elections. 

Tofacili1ate votin9. the s1a!Q govern"'",,'l cwld de<;far<l' ifI<!' day cl a stat~ election 
" ~Iic holiday or schlOdulo- at1 <;I1<JGtion for a day oth9r than a Saturday. 

In Mure, W clOCllonic voting wme to be introduood, for a~ample. ~ need nO! be 
necessar,o to have an 'election day', with ",I votes casl on the :lame day. Voling 
cotK! lake place. for eXllm[lle. nver ~n '~fl!'Ction ~k' 

'b.", ! ~'i;(,.'g , ./ 
....: ----' • )0 (hat a- j,~ 

un 
~----'--------

Cia,"", of rolls 

Curr<;lnUy. attG[ a stat!! elocl/oo Is caji .. d, pwpla have ootw8(ln 5 and 7 da~ 10 
regiote. ca vOle. 

New idees 

PritJ, to the 2004 flldaraJ ijl9Ction, ~ Spocial Minist9r ot Stato. Eric AbiU 
proposoo that: 

the el<'lctDral roll he clM"'" to n~w .. """_~ 00 the dlly th", electioo wrjt~ "''''lid be 
i5sued (usually 1/1 .. day fl1l' 811i!C1ion iii annourlC""l, ;.,,\J 

people wishing \0 cnarogc their enrolment details I)e given three day~ to do so. 

Thit: prcpO$al <lid not proceed as It \\!as not ~upportad by the non-Qovernl1l{Jnt 
pnrtioss. 

" Jl2cCl:"'--.5~Jo~§i ___ ~A':(J?£:-,r - /;;.'----.!l&)J",~!e_1> 
---L:J7.i£i;L---.l:£)~'--2;,l.l:, /ct6-::._ __ .. " __ / _ _~' ________ _ 
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Fixed election day 

" Q.;wnslarrd, th6r .. is no fixliid III"..;tion d"y for Stilt" "k.lctiol1s. 

A lixlld IIM:ti<.ln day"ould afluw imp'o~\ld civics edu<;ali<;n (:Oun;~, rnx:k-e,'ect>ons 
and other stratogies aooOllragin~ you~ people's engag&mlim wilt', IIlgtiooli to l>w 
r:lenne.::l in !ldvanG~ (aM Mllner). For fl~ample, 11 fixe(] eleotion day WQukl 01101'1 
<:ivies erucalor!; to plan and conduct t~lr courses in parallel with ~n eiflctioo 
cdfllp3tgn. 

ta~bc~~:::~~~=~~r!hWlinii~~,kTgo~~1 

NeW ideas 

~ Queensland, ek>ctiolls kJr .. U local <;r>wrn",ent authcrities M? generalfy held 
"Vllry four Viars on the last Saturday in March. 

\( Ll'uy ):«'H-I~/ /Y' /i' //,,,&1 (..i~l/:~_ 
--------

------

~w voting liOyslem 

Ir Qu\l .. ns~nd, a ~ystam of optional pmfsI9Ill1all'OcI'1Q Is uSlld, A tact shee1 atxlut 
'~PV' is uvailnbiO from: wwweoo,oldaoy,(lU. 

ID 00 yGtl thk1/( yoUng (Joopiil':wbvla _b((moro:lIk~y kiivt~Jfth",iI<;:iivg ~'l',"Wm 
I!l I\'ils clJangedso ftrlt;~r)(fdab;l$ rur.i'lfng.onGl?nan:~.().r:~/{OrJI'/flf(llit 

fOyPUflI1. people II'8rol1loW. ·likelyto, I1#JJlppt«t,iltJd.o'ifiaite. :;<l 'viJidl In 

\< 

pttrlitJmltnt~ , , .. .. - . 

App~ndlx D contains a reviSCd I'CrSiOO of a paper prepared tor an h quiry, Hands 
on Parliament, by tile Legal and Constitutional Committeo of the prtNiOUs 
Parliam~nt. It provide~ informatinn ~houl Our .-nling ~y~tem and w~ys il mil/hl be 
chang~d 10 provide more divvfsily in candidates who m ig ht be ~lec"d. 

As In QUGGnsland, tha VOIOng ~YSlem In thG UK makas ~ VGry diHicU:t for 
coodioo.ten from minor parties 10 get electod, In May 2.005. some 500.000 SCIlOQI 
sludI'Ints iIlthl'! UK voted ill 11 mock I!\eclian 10 coincide wah the general eloclions, 
The stl.dents voted 10: ~l~ actual candidates. The results showed that 111& 
,judom\!; w .. m atlrar.;loo 10 parti~i which r6n caooidat .. , un ~""Iain ~~ue., for 
example. stuOOJ1ts wllo je~ pasSionate abOut the oov!roomant voted for the Green 
Party. llespite fsiinl/ to hav~ S sinote c!lndde.te returned in the QenarDI elections. 
th<oo G rMn Party ~ecl)fed 4G GUI 01 a possible 349 seat~ ~ th~ moc' ~I""tinn. 

Proportional ro:lpresemarior1 votln~, whion is ueed lor S€lI"Iale GiGc!loos in Australia, 
provides grea1er Dflport\.ll ~y tor minor parties to Wf) sears. 

, 



Voting /Iog8 

In Auill ajill. you Imst bQ 16 )'Ilar1 010' 10 \fOfO. The mtlif!ll.l'fl VOllI~ ago In other 
COIItlIIiG6 r'3t'19C11 from 15 10 21. 

The mliWnlIm aoes ll!lt by the J&w 10f olhe;r t.t:1M1ie:!1 are 1"1ft<1 in allpo!flOO R 

• '-'"""""~4:'iiIi"''''''';»>'~' __ '''' III ~lt:~j;&'t~';;~~~~..#~,SW~wtffl>;_?~' 

New!rJM.' 

Inl\pr\I :;!004, follOwing 4 proi8C1 O(IlhA "0'" do elecb"aI majority. In.. United 
KI'l!jdom EIeetorn.I Cornmissiotl rl9Commended tllid It", rnlninu"lIn "9" for"" ""'ails 
C"I: V!l~"9 In pubic eledOuns if, IMI UK rwnain at 18 yaars lar 1118 tm(I 00hg. The 
UI( &lcloral Cornmisiioo acMI:.a, noweo.oCf. tool. DxpcclG(l1O IJI"I(!ertake a 
IuMw fomIaIl'9Vic·,. d !he minm\ll'l YOIflll SOIl ",iIhiI1 a further Ii\HIlo ............ 
yeaJ'$. • cnc:ouraoea Ihe goYelTl/l'ltl'lt k> eon.'\iM< inIt"' .... g a wO:Ie< ,evlew oIlhe 
aoe 0I1TW1JOOtY. 

In 2000, III repot1oo<.:hanging rooclaI and lagallrameworkslC()'Oung i\uSlrabM 
f<>O.t1d ~, .. t, dfipitQ QOIT\Q Int(l(OS\ In gcl'tilll more 1~lYed In lhelr com munily and 
in (l(WQmment doc:isionmoloog proc:&~es , young p!!Opll!lWflr!l quit!! ""I..:lanl to 
013.m 1110 r:ghC nOd le9pon~ib l ity 01 h~Yin(J tM VOlA younoer Ihfln III "!,le 18. The 
mejOrllY (74%) 0/ )'0009 fl"'O'PIe Il'IVoIoed in lI"I fe, .. =h hi<J U""I thvy Wl/'iI nut 
ready or inl~re31~;" gelli"d O'\WIvwd in k>rmal poI~ ~OC'i5Q!I such as \lOSing 
be/cre \hI!)' ww .. 1! . Thair paIet1t\lIl9lQGd, ~ a majorly (61 %) WIl9Cfling 1001 
)'01.' '') pol'IJpioIW<il not mal\ll"<illll'lOUgh and not mI=cd in YOtirIg belOI'~!I\E!y 8I'e 
18, arel lhal yoong pwplo L6OdOr 18 IJl)Wt Oiler pre33IRS toeonlrOt\l &nd canll!od 
.... 'trl (eoo Carson, 1-itzge,aId IIIId Aodl." . 

~Isot\o wootIfJ .... u ; .. ~ iu O"""">'!",,d in 1914 aM t>v tI1 <il 
l.M"W'I'WIWNIIh ... 1924 A'~"l.n .. h by M~"9r (pOOIililKKlln CI¥t' Lkemcy. ibN 
Irlfoone:d Cil"""" Maklo D<ImocQcy Wot*, Unl\lEtrsrty Prose 01 Now Engl~nd, 
Hunovar, 2002]lr1dlca,es IMI 110 olfoct 01 in'rOOucirog compUlSOry voting in 
Au.,ral'a W3S to bring about 112:1% overall :norMS!> in voting, 

EdUClllion In schools 

In a.-slanod schoot!i. Ih./Il, hi no WDjecl callell 'd0Ac6 edIC:II tiofl' Of 'cit!zcM1ip 
edUCll !ion'. PnmyY ana GeOOO<IJ!'y S,IICCnr:. learn IIllOU! demoCracy, L'lelu(lIng 
parJl!lme:c , ~fllme"l and ellIGlfoo ~. 11'1 , "urri>l!< of rliff ... .....-rt s,otIjecl~. Sluo.n~ 
also experiel1U dl!moY.,N:Y /11 :school. l or .ump'" 11<1<>4> "'octlun ~ 10' I>ChooI 
<:mmcillTl6T1bers andlol sctO<,l'.,lllncl<i>ri. 

Educat ion ftbout d~mOC'/lCy 
Arlr1itional edu.;:aliQ",<i ~~rtunWIIB r&IQII!MIIC demooraC)' incluOO: 

• 
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viellS 10 the Queenslalld Parliamont, or to a regional &itliJl!l of!hJl Quegrn;larll,l 
Parliament, and edooationlllllctll'ilillS provided ey Pnrllamentury Eelooutlon 
Services; Md 

jjleotoral education activ~iGs conducted by tha Australian Eloctora Commis.ion, 
SUCh as school viSils, 

For tellChers 

'l}!:Iow..:t'fs'}1JlH: st;t)(~jt;iP,PlP*h<llJhs fK/lk4lfaj;,tiJ1.~,(j~i,1tu~/;f? 
l!l tftJi'i'~!iI~~;c..~tfjjrpr8P .. fji1:!o'~'"9<l )n)::&{iJ~?';";' 

,~ew lq"a~ 

In fJl"ellir.oJ" iO<lIJin'~~. The Legal """ Con"t~LJ!ional CommITtee and the LeQlI1 and 
Cooslitutional Corrmitlees of !hI! 49\11 arld 50th Ptu1ilVl1enfs hav~ m~"" 
'"",,,,nrn~rldatior1S about d~>';" "du<:a\;...,n in ~nsland. Sin1ilal 
locornm~nda\kH1S hav," b9E1n mad .. tly milny other Austral<a.n bod~s ., ,,,,,enl 
years. fllist of some 01 thc~U rocommeMatlons Is sat OUlln appe~dlx C, 

The Con~titll!ional C~..ntr" of We~tern Au5lra"~ was est8bli ~ h!!d to encourtlge 
people of all ages to learn about the W Mt .. rn At'"!''''Jlr, pol~>CJlI ~y'tem ",,<1 how 
tu "'"~VO>ly ~."ti~i~"ti1 in a. It or[ .. r~ disfllays on lr.;. Con~lilulio.o and aspects 01 
c~iz .. nihip and po l lical histol)'. Thll Ellilctorill Edu~atioo CH"lr .. i. k>c;ollO'lJ wal,;n 
the same complex, and P(Qv'IdOS r lteracti'Je programt allowlng pacpk;110 cast a 
~ote, discovsr the oriQina of demcoracy ~d undcrntand how too vQtin<;l system 
wor~ (SIll! www.ccentre.Wi}.g9Y.1IL.\.\rx:lex.html.Program~.prl!~ented in WBYE 
wilch eng"ge young people, "''' also Condl_ded for sr.hool stun.,n!~ vl<;~ing the 
C,,"tre. T~;lCrl .. r r .. "., .. m;g ~ils comp\oi!rnenl ~ach program_ fWsouo;e boxes on 
vanous top ics are available to schools in r~mot .. areas. In aoi:lition, tlw 
Cormtitutionnl Centre Ms developed an 'Out Reach Program· WhicI\ irlvoNes a 
network 0/ K:tc~1 people in rural ~nd remete areas of Western AlJStralie providing 
programs to students irI those areas, Sorn ~ pr"9ram~ life ~li<: In Inn;genou~ 
curnrnur,~il>5. 

fI Civics (lnd Ci1i~enshlp EdUC(ltion webSitCl (which incorporatos a previous 
'DillCov~'ing D"'moc,~cy' web~ite) I~ 'NWW.civic3andCi!jren,hip edu !lY, 

'Ki<.ls Voting USA' is a national non_profit, 11U!1.parti~aol oryan;sation th<lt wach .. s 
students (l./)olli: o~izanship. civic respotlsibl~ty, oomocracy and pollIcal 
partiCipation. I ogetl;er w~h Ol!l3alOOm activitiea. 3tudents are provdcd with (In 
oppor1unCy to cMt ~ 'Kids Voting' h~lio': 00 ~Ioction MY, ilnrl th~y v~t", on the 
>;,""'" ~andd~t"'" a' xJ issws as auulls .• ,2004, t ,5 rni!~on ~tWenI, lu:n'ld out to 
vote for praeidDntial. local arxt state eandljates, Areas with a Kids V01ir1g USA 
program have showed 8. vO~rJg rllte tor registered 18 year oIds whocn i$ 14% 
higner than la n<)(1-p<lrticipatirlg areM. 8",~ www.kidwot i",w" ~ ",.,i. 
As part 0/ t!lo Kids VotinQ USA 5frfvice. 'DoubleClicK Democracy' ($90 
WWW<jd3"Qt.\'lQUg,EI.orwUQOO'eCil;;f;i,-,t'ca.:w)was Qeveloped to (l.1))W studen:s to 
p"rtbp~1e in an authenl i: votirlo exp",riP.",",,,, "sing ~ ",,..,-bawn \/(lIn O ,.y"'~m 
Tilo or, . '", ba )kJ ts rep ic""I~ n,~ C"a,, <f(} .. t~" a[l(l i,"u,," aWK. vu", k;,. arod I"0"';d", 



studo!!lts .. i!h practic:; w nOl5 ...mien have lhks la candi:falC blogrophie=l find DIIef 
t9OO(XCOO. AbouI31J.OOO tlVdents PMi:ip.!l/!d dt.ring Itv. POO4 presldllntw 
eleclk:fls. 

'T IJEID'i N2 PoIrtIQ;' 1$ a US-OCsod wcbGile which offers young people ,., 
oj:pOrtunity to PfIrticlpel& in di~ussjlln foruns 00 topics such as the economy, 
taro!!ign policy. !]E*1eral po~11caI jS&~ , irYrmdli and ttN ~"'roomo(1l. Provision Is 
aJw made fur )'<.'UIl)I PiQpllI 10 contribute 10 discussions IA"ldOr !nO !)G.mer o! 'left 
'to;j cI1af and 'riQhl w~ comet. See wwwttemn2oo1k,;ocnt1pryrnl!l. 

"lit Jf i, 
~ .h'v' _:. ~/C{i?17Cll»7.::,:" t,~",~"SfffyJ~'~~w~mL~~~~ 
_ (-r1qrf.if. 7/", L. rJtt a~ 

==='---------- -,- .,,- - - -----

PoIiOcJI p.-oc 
Th .. 2004 Young Austr .. lian01l11c Ycm!. Hugh Evans. has SUWIIsted llla l 'j'OIJA\I 

P90ple led' ~ OU! IJt mall'l~1IIIl pmty poIific.s. 

Tho tOOT1~ Q\JeoosJarlrj Stnta Youtn AOYilIory Gounc j tokl lKe oomm1ltge tnat the 
icG OOS :l<KlrC3Sed by pcMtielll fI~r!I<II~. J'I'I"'..,,1 ..... y "I "' ...... linn ""'., ..,.. domina!""" by 
thole relevant 10 oIdoor I"""P"" ~ nd 010' !lOfting populatiOfL 

b'fl'I!I ~ 

Or ".riOOne IJromen, It ~ur ... at tIwI ~<tyol Sydney. ,esearct_ )'OO.'.g 
pecpll! and politics She wrile!llhat. "l'hIt (J08 area 1.'1 ~rtic~illOon \NI1 '9lTlilm 
low kw }'OU091J'KV1t1. and .,deiKf for most AIMrnI.;I\Il, is IOOI'I'IOefStlip 04 pctlic:lI 
parIMi. Ralh9l'1hao t1D011i1l9 pnMy mcmJJer.Jlip dec:tine as 8pIII!'IY. we 0ll!J.'II 1O 
&00 '1011' WlIiPlJeIlf1g poIiCictl p.I.Irtlfl' 1'Iav .. beoome. And it ;$ up IQ par1iN 10 
iI'MM! " 11_ Ijooe<alioll_ TIll, mlghl ~ be IIy ... ay u( kl!mal mgmoersl$; 
illStea~ ~ttM; rl'fi!lN COfI5uft 'l'Q11I1Il pgopla on issues ( alc:voot 10 tl'lOillrw:J' (~ 
Vl1llltoo). 

In th~ US, ~ .,a~oowioo sl\~y of youth .. Wtw..s tuum.) lh'" Y'X'nq ~0Il11l w_ 
IICtiva in t!wit ""'Tlmu nil;,,~ ~ut not COl1CQ tood atlou! po lti~s. 1\9 Iln OtJIcorno 0/ 
iI'iI! .tuay, a strat&QY adoptOd 10 rc-connect youth to oo~Cy i! thllt, dlJr ;"g 
etG~lIOn campaigns, tn l mlCI~ tlrter y"'j!h-m~,~ted candiclate deba tirs (S99 
Nlllicn"j M~oci~tion of $ecretarivs 01 51,,1,,). 
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~olltl..,I,,"~ 

M~n~ r~sgarch ~tudlas In AustraKa and inlQrnation'llly r""9'1\ thal your>;j p<tople are 
cynKlal about tno bonaviOllr ot politicians. 

@ How' f;t;lnpolhlct1ll8 'Ihemset~, ·,esl."~lh~fiiJlh 01 YoIJf1g pwpf~ ;11 
J!' dOmqcr<lcy7 . 

Ne\'( ideas 

Or Ariaunw '1rorm", saY" that j.X>I~id;,,"s ""Iy co":ii~ young pwple wl~n thO!'y 
pr98oo1 a protll ~m; that youn'i pllOpllll~ rod to txltalkW about ,,,Ih..- lh,m lall<eu 
will\; ano that youn~ people's perspoeuves arc rarGly lncluood {(l ;1Jolic dllbat .. , 
Or Vromen s"~Qest$ 1hat wt>at 1$ needed 1$ direct 'w~cncc a( yO\¥lq poop kt's 
experiimce3 Md argument5 bMed on such evidence (see VlOmen). 

In \~e \Jn~8d 81"t"", Canada and the United Kingdom, wll,,,,, votif_o i,n1 
~ompu,"ory, it h,,~ 00"" silown lhal curll«d wiO, pol~i<;"'1 ~",r\ie:i and candidate~ '" 

11 i an imporlam element of 'get-oot-\ha-vole' stratl/gies. Following th~ 200 I Br~ish 

1
1,.1 \loncml clElotion, the UK Elsotcral Commi::mioo idcnnficd 11 lack 01 canvassing by 

politici~ns M a likely rellwn tor dissatisfaction (Md low tur~oul) anong hr~l timo 
\l()ter~_ 

I " 1:1 
, 1 

Being haord 
While YOllrlg peop~ m~y tie turned off politiCS as it currentJ:r oocrute~, many 
.• tlldills and ~urveys h~ve fnllOd that young rear*' "r" ""'¥ inter,,~l~d n po i tical 
IS;:U"~ ir"puriart lu th.,rr\. Tl ... cilal"r'Y" IQr 9"",...-nml<nts is 10 ...,gage w~~ young 
poopl .. , an(! tne first tning 1I1a.t young paople say Is that the~ warn to b .. hilard. 

ffi Hwg you usw 'IIJIY of th~ .W~l'ammMl opporlJinlliils to vd,,» YOII opinion$ 
~!a abour ISsues? HOW ef/eCtive. w:w it? 

• 

, 



~~., 

10 Westem Austnol lll, '11, CMC5 and Ctb'zenshlp Un~ In UIc DopatVl'lcn! of Promicr 
arid CabilWl aim. to enh:l/lCO OOll'lOCl'aoy in that state thfo.ugM ciV~ I!<t~AIlIln 
Md the promotion ct an sctlWl e~j7f\nry ne goal is 11 community wll.rw aJI 
WestMl AU!lralians ar<1 vak.Jed as ';;Ii.t".,s, wlWf\l th~y play a ilgnlllcllnl role In 
satt~lll policy priQ1tiM II1C 'hfl9HI th ay h~ shape the naMe cl hi' society 1300: 
_,citi;z!ll)ll.:::,aoo Wil coy,nWl, 

Or NiIIdne \Immen SI.oggeMs 1,,*1, 'Young pe<J plorio t,..\III a br~<Id lWlQlil ot 
tIf'.onomoc. social, arid llU! i~" \lzpvriwlc~ ' and flal we IlOOCIl0 'C!'otIto i'Ic&O\iC 
forms uf g<NWT\WlO8 1'Ia1 recoonl!o anc \'ltilll tCIOfl different _~ 0/ maJo;~ 
oor.ntWlIIie$. ThoGO In PO-.vGr need ID lisren 10 yoong peoplo! 1nOIe,. 6I'Id 'l'll.Jl'lg 
pcaple'3 cl_ se viIIws at\<I .)lperiP.ftr. .. ~ nt>ed 10 be a<ticulaled irllt:. m,l(b' (swe 

'~J/r; 

" r h"~-<1 M(,I ""cit"" 0ib",,,,d,====_. ______ . 

'-~ 
In 2003, 1Il<l Comm':I(lIOfl ror Cnilclrefl IlIld YOl>'lg ~ ..... IIS ioviIed 10 pouticipare 
Il ;l, OOO'mltoo for the deVfllapmMl <If " -'{l<If1'5 lWld reaeation facility rQ< )'OUItg 
~ an PIIIm t5lan ~ in NIl"" avoo~land_ TllOl C<xnmNsia<! I6l titrlned ~ 
;mf"-"'1l1nce of \he commit" an~lg )'CUI' g pe<lplll What lOOy'l'lamod, ThII is51JO 
for 11>11 Coo"" ,",,,;,,,, "''"'1 no! iO m""~ 7Iaw dQ wc itM:JIw: cf1i/dfen If) tM buJJdirlg 
of!his fOldr'l/V'but rall"lGr "1IOW ClO wc gellhe faCJJIty tIl<! cflildrtm WM1?", 

In 2003, in P~Nlmlltta in Syd'lflY, 11 Youth JUf)' preSOi'nWd )'Qu1191l11<1Pkr with 
prttC1!c1!1 <>f'P"'IlIn~ie5 to /Gl\(n and disc"",, l/", diveflOi intYI1l~ta an d OO~; cl a 
wide Yafiit)' 01 )'QUO'lg ~kI ;rcross lhll P~rramatta reQiOn.. f'arlielponUl i;)nmed 
.. boo,t 19amowrk, oogoIlaUon skills",oo the POW9fS et \1OVl'HTl1'Ienl T/I~ s.~tod 
lnetT1 to tornt Tc:!Ii~tkl recQmm&l'lda~ 10 suppotl the n.I'~ oIlhe colKtiv. 
yo1llh 01 Parrllffill1't&. 

The am d the Youth.Alry Wt.:l 1o) auw wlh ~ridgil'lOJ ra::~1 inloltrWM:e ar>rI 
cultlJlII l d i'le,,vty Mlang ~ peopI9 u Il;uramalla. 

The N!CCm."""nriltlir>M ()/ Iht Youth J"Y _41 ained a11W gO~mlf*ll ill:! 
r.OOll'urity QlgilfliialiorW 01 P~'ramalla. 

'" i?i£'r[' ,9,£(-&1;/ iY,',""'1"--Y /~d.LL.t~_I.JJQfv.cjb 
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Taking action 
Young """'PO;- "'lOI1I to b« actively invd 'l9d in democ.r2ICy_ Voting ~t ~'A::tioM is only 
me way of being lnvoivlld In a dsmocr:otic ${)<;""Y. 

0, Which of tfi~(oIIOWiilg Mtfvili~ IW,N.J'oui:<lfrWwt;Cr,wculdyoo J:kelo cai1y 
III cut:> " ' .• ' 

ActiVity H".e d""" '/lQ.id ~k. to 
No",) do (,or)[) 

Volunlee~ 0 Cl 
'nl~alinq or panicip:ll" q in ~ ~al youth propel '" t<J 
I"il"' ling <X .;.igr.tg "petition t:OJ CO 
"Itend.,.. n rEllty Of protest [5l 8) 

Ta~lng >"Irt .. a .trtk~ ,~ IV1 

Ocing a memb~r of a politic..! party &J gl 

~i"1g a roomb'" 01 a Irad" un kJn ti<J '" . 
Sl " Being " m~rrt..f aI a ;lu<ienl unoo 

BIIing 3. mombCr o! a non-gO'Jllmm<lnl 

organiMtion wr.ich Iobbio~ lI"""m men1 (e.g. The l)j ;'ZJ 
W!d<>'11 0'" &>0'-'\1. Am[)QSty _""'~, 

Gr""""wce] 

Ccnlact'nll " po\it id~n or local QOvemme<1\ f::::J '" co,oocl oo 

pa""",at;,g " a Youlh Paniam"", U '" B""J i~""'''<><1 j~ ~ YQ, ~ h (;00 001 &J Q 

Clo;TY,J inwlvcd In..., o~aruro~oo wt'uoh $eckc 10 Q '" '''I''~_'~'" U '" ,"'n" "I Y"'" 'U >""'1'1", (". y_ 'IOOJ"\I 
Au. trOli ian Rur04 rwlWOrk) 

YOUl1Q people say mat to 00 engaged i~ democracy they need things such as: 

",iomlation; 

epportunltles ta actNll1y Gngagll in ~mocracy; 

an idell !lbout I'Ihllt can be IIchieved realistically: 

spac~s in wllic.t1lo mwt and diOCUS5; and 

aecess to tha intemot, photocopiors, eto. 

1) What assIS1!U1C$ or 8ncwrag8lTloo/ do )'o!lnell<i /lom guve"",,,,"1 10 
ID QerlOl1 QiJOUI rhe 1$3UOS¥OU leaf passkmalo Jboul? 

l<oilw 

Brisbane C~y Go\j<"l<)1 r.as dovclopcd "Vi~ilJl(} I!t~ .. a wetJSlte rihich allows YOI.l!lO 
people to have a say in th~ Coorocil'~ progr~m~ . I he l'I€bs~e Ccnl11i1S Intormatlon 
~h<"ll. 11 how young ~Ojlle ~an have Iheir say. event" for you"9 P'!'''P~. t",k~ 10 
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ijWlS ~nd., \h"', cOOlmuN1ie~. Young peopl~ are ac:tiv~ly involved ., the 
d~v~IoVH""'1 <lnU ooiwry uf all th" FounQa.liull'S i".:ti .. ~ves. One inirlaliv .. , 
'AOINow·. is a ' .... ob-basod service tMt will proloida young OOOpl9 with Ir.lormation 
and 3\Jpport on hOw they OBn tJecome in"ollied in issues O{ causes ill thair 
crYl1mL..Oity fIl~t they are- pa~sior1ate 1>/)Out 

VillltWlm Youth Ssrvi(:GE is a volunt"er-based, non·pro/~ youtn mWia and 1,:oining 
Orila~s(\tion 'Ml k::h prollido$ young peopf(: aged bctw()cn IS 3!\d 30w~h an onl'1Il9 
forum thr""9h whioh they CM access inlormatioo on 11 ranee ot !opi{~. plI~i:Jipate 
in d;"cussions with olh~r young POOflIe and bocome invow6d in the ex,hanO" nf 
in/Qrmation with uther young P9op1 .. (s<o'" www.\/i'm1Wire"!!1t). RIle"'li ini:io.t"'es 
Inck.icW 'Gl&CtionTracke( (see _~,oLQQ!iQJ"Itr3~k~,ne!lell) wnlch ,~t young 
people out on the campaign Irail as repOr1era in the 2004 Foooro.1 election ThoSo 
reports Were utjlj~ed by six rad>:> ~tatjon~, SOS Md ABC new~, 

The US Ad Council is a nQn'~roril ()fy"ni~aliun I'Iflich .,.<Xiu~s, dist,l;>'Jles and 
prOmOHI'i pub!lc s .. rv~a campaIgns on a rarl!J8 of l~oos. A ri'Cl/nt campaign, 
'FiQht MannoquiniOO1', looussod on improvin~ youth c;;I'1C Cllgagemem aM voter 
par,icipation, It IrWQNed televiSion Ilnd radio MS aimed Pt gethng)'OlYlQ ;l<loplo 
involved in i""lJe~ they ",ne abo!ll, \IOllJnl"~ ring ,md voting (5i!e 
www/jgntmar'll1egllini5m,orql_ 

'Ro~k U1e Vow' is a non·proflt orQan~atlon I'II1lch aim. to angagy youn~ p!lO~1e in 
th9 political prOC9SS in the United St;lleS sn<:f draw sttentlon to issues oj CO~C8m 
10 yQ\X11J people. II coordinme~ voter rcgintmtion dfivcn and oducatton effortS to 
eMLJre young people exercis~ their r]Qht to vote . Youth cuAure is namessed in H'lEl 
proma~oo nI it~ r:ampaign~. many of which l""ILlI"~ high proiH .. ("'I'r..briti"~ indudirlg 
musc ian:>, actors, athletl/$ and conl.-dian~, I" th" 2004 eiectio<'S, 1,2 mi l w 
p"u~1e 1uuk "uv~ntag~ af It .... or9ani.ation's unline voler r<'!jistration ladJHy, aI,(J a 
rurtll~1 :<00,000 l~sterQd as apart 01 th$ Rock thll VotoJ Bus Tour ~cro,.~ th .. 
country (~oo W\\IW,rOoklhQ'Loto.comJ. 

-------
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C;ukl~li,VLL.<' for- "'/.*~~~,g t1 SM(ly,uss.i"',L 

Th"re.~!'1(l ""I form for a s LJbrT\i~sion 10 the committee SuhmL~s m~y be made u!ling 
the J~ry resp(lIls,", fun" or ill th .. fOIlT< uf a lallolr, " $ub~1.anli,,1 papel '" a short 
dOOUrnGI'It and they may Include appendices, SUtlmlsslOlls may contain lacts. opinions, 
~rgument3 and recommendations for action. The moot u3€lul submissions ere to the 
point 

The oonmitteewoukl prefer written "ubm~"ion". bul wil alw ,,~p! submi~iom on 
audio t~_ For wlitlen submissions, typed Of prinlOO le>:! is preferable, llJou1llegible 
l1aod-writlen submissions anil ae<;aptabl~. Numl.><ored pay .... and, 101' submiS$ions in 
excess of 20 pages. a brief summary and a taDle 01 oontcnte is 11.lso helpful, 

AI! submission,\: must Include tha naml! and contact detal~ of the person makin!l1tJ'1 
~ubrnissiOO, Those making a subrrnssion on bcho.ll 0/ an o19anisation should indicate at 
wha!!evel the 3uhmission has been aulhc>rised (eg ~ub-committee. president.. Chair, etc.), 

Public ol1ioors may make SUbrnissiOllG M pri¥Ql(} indMduals. However,. rctaroncc is 
mB.~ in a sllllmiMkln to their offici~t positiorl. it should ~~o b<'l made cle.!!r tJ1a! \he 
SLJbmL~r;ion i'! m~e in ~ priv~le capacrty. Submissioos from gOVl'llTHn~nt depll.r1"""n!.~ 
snook:! be aulhari""d in accurdanc.l .. ilh norma) wparlmootat proc...ouf~ 

Contl!nt ~nd re!l!vancv 

A SUt>rnis.1on may <;:O\lW som" or all 01 Ilw is.ues rai.~d in \he r~spor,"., kKl11. I1 would be 
h~lpl~t submissionG clearly stated which ISSU9S aro being a.ddressed. 

The oornmittw'~ usual procOOuro is 10 publicly r(li<las .. and tablll ~ubmi.sion. in Ih" 
LGQlsla~ve Assembly. Nol all submiSsions wi. nooQ$sari y be putlUshed Md/or tabled. Thg 
oommitloc rc~erves the right to oot publioh or tilbl<l confidential submi5~IOIls. or 
Submi3~ions wh;ch ara irmlevant, contain sClJr"rUous or defamatory m.!!teridJ. or are 
olherwi"., not s~iI~ble fOllXob)j.~hino. The ""mmit! ..... will infnnn you if il c!"",idP..s not to 
accept. or not to ilUtll(M'"is .. Ill .. publication 01. your submission 

C<onfld.nli.lity 

Th .. C<JIl1mittee ilttempts to conduct its inquiri9s fn the most OPIin way possilJli!. HUW9V"'-, 
ff VCU beHGVO that your submission (or pan ol~) should not oe made public, clllarly writG 
'coolidcroIial· on each .DaQe and, in ~ briel oovering laM .... explain Why yOU( submission 
3Mould be Ire~ted confirientfally. The committee will IhM con~id.!r your request 10( 
confidenti~Wy. 

Unau!horiii!d Rel •• u;. 
Once the commHtoo rocGiV9S a submission, il WcDmQS oommittG9 propIII"\V and should 
not Da pOO~GI1od without the comm ince's 3Ulh<)risation, Publi(lotion of a submiSsion 
Wi!hOI.J1!ha committee'~ ~llIhori!ati<ln means th~t thal publication i3 not prolede<l by 
parii""1a1tacy privilego> ar)d may amount to a COlltemj:>: 01 Par:iam~nt 

All submlssloni ShOUld 011 slInl to 

j'~:~'~'::::' Director ~:: I, ConSlitullCl1al and Admin istrative ReYiew Committoe 

Porli ... " .. lI Hul./Sc. Gcorge Sir""! 

OLD 4000 



$l,Ibmlsalons close on Wedne.!l day. 30 November ~OO5 

EXl(f1:)1O/1S to In" clo~ng dill ... IM)' ~ ijr..en 11 yo u rtaed roo.e 1"" 1 to m;ok~ a 
""IhrnOo.,ion, 0' ~ you roqoie 'u,~ "'t it ~o.rnalioo, r.:wla1.1 the commtrl99" &9CI'ala.rlil.1 on: 

TeiephOllft' (07) 3405 7;»7 
Fu. (07):woa 7070 
&Nil: ~!l:J!t!rI!.l!1'\90!,*,!lw,cu 

(;opie5 0/ ~I"" rap"" and lOll other pWllca(jo,,~ I>;' U", Lwyal lm<i CO"5t~ulion~1 Commltlge 
Me aua~"ble OIl the kllwrn~1 via tt'N CQmmltloo's horn .. page; at: 
W'«Yi'IIKlI!ar""!JI,Qk!,QQ"'c~u/ePf!1 [!1I!!OC§/l9ao.lrcv,htm 

,- ----- -

Namr,r: ,,' ~~~~9.~ .... .... ............... .,,,' ....... ' .. _ ....... .. ... ,." , ..... " ... ...... __ 

A~ :OPt~ro;I O: .. .!~ .. ~-:.'.4 .... ( .0. ,~.~~:~.~? _: .......... .. , ......... .. 
Marts.: ... ,)'t~l( .... 1.::: ... I. ~u~/ .. 1t~;!(~~l.stfA[f·stJ5' 
COl'lI~CI (e.Q, pl'oOnc number): ..... " ".".... __ _ __ ... , _ r 
Emll.lr. , 




