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Your Wolee

The aim of this inguiry iz to make practical recommendations to
inereasc the inercat and participation of young peopla in democrany in

Queensland.

The committes wants to haar from young penple, in particular, about:
¥ what is necded in Queensiand;
% what will work;
& what wor't; and

#  what ypu want to do or experience.

W woudd also like to hear from all pacpls in Cueensland who have an
interast in vaurg people, of in young people #ngaging in demacracy.

To heip wou to think about, discuges and respond 1o MAaTers relavant 10
tha inquiry, wa have set cut balaw some:

# msues: and

fifs examplos of sirategics sugqgested o fried alsewtere.
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vioting Sustem and Blostoral Commlssion Gueznslaond

Educationfinformation

It is the job of the Electoral Commission Quesnsiznd (ECQ) o ensure that people
enrgl and vote at elactions. To do this, the ECQ usss education and awWarsness
Drograms lc g poatca.rds. ;:rosters and scmm wsns]

Mew ideas

v [0 303, Electians Canada partnersd with Cable in the Classroom to develop a
Riow wotar caleation program far students, Incliding a cantest chalicnging people
aged 16 ta 18 to create 30-secand public service announcemeanta on wided talling

theit pears why the democratic process and vating are impartand.

+  The United Kingdem Elecioral Commisslon's ‘Do Palitics’ alms Lo gel yuuny
Palitics’ conducts workshops Emd evants, and prw;dau rcunurccﬂ and Iramrng
geroas the UK for young people.

v InAustralia, the Youth Electoral Study {YES) found that some inceniives would
allact a lirsl vole. Young people said a tex break or the use of promotional rock
concerls would be the most eflective incentives, but thare was aiso gome suppor
1or the nation that ingentives should not be needed as voting is 4 responsitility

That comes with citizenship. ,
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Voter reglstration
in Auskalia, each person must complets an enralment form to ragisier 10 vole.

Howr cotild. the. Em maka #. Bas:sﬁ.ﬂcr yqugq\ ;ﬁ'cpfmmﬁ enmf dm.f bemne
foQistarEE 1o vate?.

Mew deas
*  Insome countrias, ragistration I dong by the govarnment so thal peopie are

autamatenlly registerad whian they reach voling age, An inteenaoiional roport by
the Insttute for Demccracy and Clectorat Assistance, Youthr Volter Paricipation,

suggests automalic registratian by the government rather than it being a duty o
each parson to anrol,

+ Qther countries anabie peoaple to register at a poiling station on election day, or
an-ine.

* In Canada, Eloctions Canads identitize peoplo wheo have wrned 13 theoudh
Intormation provided by, tor example, ihe tax oifice and motor vehicle registers.
The Shied Electoral Officer wiites to these people to ask them to confirm that they
areeligible o vote and consent ta being included in the national register.
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Folling stations
In Queensland, pating stations are useally loeated in schaals or halls and are open
between Bam and &,

ﬁ How cold tha EDO make i easiet foryoung pebplaith nast theirvata? -~ |

MNew ideas
In recent Canadian elections, Efections Canada mircducad more pols in lneations
to which young people have sasy actess, such a3 near student reaidences and

university neignhourhoods.
L]

*

v In Canada, peiling stations are open for 12 hours,

Deicagations from the Australian Electoral Cammission and the Victerian Elcetoral
Cammission observed electronic voting processes at elections in the USA, UK

ant Iralrnd betwaen 200G and 2002, The delegations considered the diffarant
opffons that are available, thedr advantages and disadvantages and how each
vption would sult Australia's voting systems. The delegations recommended -
voling be mads available to certain clagses of votars including voters in Antarctica,
vme"‘ in romote Iocaimn voters with a disabiiity and QYCISCAs valers (oo

A racent reporl of the Victurian Scrutiny of Acts and Regululions Cuommilize,
Victorian Electronlc Dsmocracy, considerad alectronic voting, it racommanded
that Victorian clections should not be conducted remeicly via information and
communications technolagies in the near uture, but identified the following key

advantageas of remote voting systrms:
aasy access for travaliers and disabled peopla;

providing &n intertece tor other technelogies such as screen readers, Braile
computers, magnifiers or altarnative data entry systems;

allowing lor the aagy and cheap diatribulion of ballot papars in diferam
languages;
- instantanecus processing; and
allowing voters 1o accass a wide range of mihar infarmation while congidaring
and Ldsling {heir wola,
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Advance vating

Currentty in Queenstand, il you can't vote at your neanest polling booth on the day
of a state elaction, special amangements can be made 1or you o cast your vole,
£Uch as by advance voting in person of postal voting, These options are availlable
in only some circumatances - for exarmple, if you: will ba interstate on polling day;
hava a disability; or can®t vate on that day because of religious beliefs. For further

information, see wynw.ecq.gld.gov.aLl.

Mew ideas
v In the UK, postal vating is svallable to any aligible voler on request. A person may
apply for pastal vating for a particular cicction, far & cartain perod of time ar for all

future ckections.

v Tofaciltate voting, the state govermmern| coulrd declare the day of a slate election
& public heliday or schedule an elgclion for a day other than a Sawrcay.

* nfigure, if eloctronic voting word to be introducad, for oxampie, it nead not be
necessary to have an ‘efection day’, with alf vates cast an the same day. Voiing
could ta!-ce piace, for examplé, aver an ‘alection week'

% ’?i;z,aégf Ll d b gl S0 that %
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Cloge of rolls
urrently, after 2 state alection Is called, neapls have betwaen 5 and ¥ dave o
register ta volc.

i think yound peogle. auid ae*aaagganragmmgﬁw na opm:mﬂy
el aflaran clectigniscalia S

New deag
#  Priu; to the 2004 fedsral election, the Special Ministor of State, Eric Abstz
proposed that;

+ tha elecioral roll he cfased to new voters on the day the alection writs weourld be
issued (usually tha day the elaction is announced); and

' people wishing to cnangg their enrofmant details be given three daysto do 50,

Thig propasal did not procesed as 1t was not suppertod by 1he non-goverhment
partias.
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Fixed atection day
in Cueensland, there is no fixgd election day for state elections.

A fixed glection day could allow improved civics educatiun courses, mock-elections
and other strategies ancouraging young people's engagemsant with elections to be
panned in advance {aee Miner). For example, a fixed slechion day wolld allow
civics educators to plan and eonduct ther courses in parallel with 2n election

CHITpalgn.

Wo-yeur think Trmproved ivies agicalidn 5 & I-W’]‘hwm"a masm f::u' gommmanr
iv consitler a changs tofixad term eleclons 7 gl

Now ideas
r i Queensland, elections far all lucal govermment authorities ane generalky held
every iour yaars on the jast Saturday in hMarch,
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MNew wvotlng sysiem

Ir Qusensiand, a eystom of opticnal preferantial vorng is used, A factsheet about

'OPY s availabic from: www een.qid goy.au,
Bo-you think yolng peopie- wivig He.mors: fikaly 16 vote Jf the vofing system
was chanded so thatodndiddios Riing. o Cota, !asaes parﬁcularmwm
1 pouny: peapm w&m FOIe. ﬂk&fy ro get e!a&ter:i ﬂﬂ_ a |
paviament® - B, B

New ideas

v Appandix D contding & rovised version of 3 paper preparad for an Inguiry, Hands
an Pariiamant, by the Legal and Constitutienal Committce of the provious
Parliameant. 1t provides information about our voting system and ways it might be
changed 1o provide maore diversity in candidates who might be elected.

v Ag In Quesnsland, the voting gystemn (0 the Uk makas it very difficult for
candidates from mingr parties 10 get elected, In May 2005, some 500,000 schoo
sfudents in the L voled in 2 mock election (o coincide with the general elections.
The students voted for the actual candidates. The results showed that the
students ware atlracted to parties which ran candidates on uerlain ssues, for
s¥ample, studenie who felt passionate about the environment voted for the Grean
Farty. Uespite feiling to have 2 single candidate returnad in the ganerat elections,
the Grean Party secures 45 out of a possible 349 seats in the mock efaction.

v Proportignal reprassmation voling, which i used for Sanate glootons in Australia,
provides grealer opportundy tor minor parties o win ssats,
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Voting age
in Australia, you must ba 18 years old 10 voto. The minimum voting age in slhar
countries ranges from 15 to 21.

The m#mmum agm sct by the law lor other actinlies are listed in 3ppan¢hl.‘ A
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New idaas

v in April 2004, follewing a project on the age of electacal majority, the United
Kingdom Electaral Commission recommendad that the minimum aye for afl levals
af vofing In pubilic glections in the UK remain at 18 yaars far the dme teing. The
UK Elecloral Commission adviged, however, that it axpected to undenake a
further formal revic'w of the minimum voting ege within a further five to seven
years. It cncouraged the govemment to consider inftlating a wider review of the
age ol majorty.

¢ In 2000, & repori on changing social and legal frameworks for young Austratians
found that, despite soma Intarest in getting more invelved n their community and
in governmant decision -making procesass, young people were quite reluclant to
glam the rght and reapondibility of having the vole younger than at age 18. The
majority {74%) of young people involved in the research saidd thal they were not
raady ar interestad in getting involved in formal political processes such as voting
befors they were 18. Their parents agreed, with a majority (61%) suggesting that
young people are not mature enough and not intorested in voling before they are
18, and thal young peaple under 18 have olher preasures to confront and contend

with (see Carson, Hirgerald and Roche).

v Compulsory voting was introduced in Queensland in 1914 and by the
Commanwealth in 1924, Research by Miner (published In Chvie Lirgracy: How
Infermed Cilicers Make Democracy Werk, University Preas of Mow England,
Hunover, 2002] Indicates that the offect of infroducing compultsory voting in
Australia was to bring about & 23% overall increase in voting.
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Eautition

Education in schoals

In Queensiand schools, there s no subject called ‘clvics education’ or ‘citizenship
educalion’. Primary and secondary students learn about democracy, including
pariiament, govcmment and elecliona. in a number of different subjects. Siudents
also experience damnnsacy at school, for @xample through etections for schac!
council members andfor schooi leaders,

Education about demacracy
Additional educations! cppertunities relavant 1o demacracy includo:
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i 1 vighs 1o the Queensland Parliament, or to a reglonai sitting of the Cusensland
| ' Farligment, and educational ackivities provided by Parlizmentary EGueation

Services; and

‘ v glectoral education activities sonducted by the Australian Elactora. Cammission,
| Jush aa achoot viaita,

[ |[;E For students
I ? What. Jworked | Are;f &ﬂd,\{ﬂﬁ.ﬁf -eligl  you. -anjoy ."wfren LeEIL Fann‘ﬂf--'}!ibal{t'f:rr
L RWE’ ticed Hamaf:rac.}fm bt schidal P i1 3 G

WHaE more pould SeHpals. o 10 neourans; you -1a. Value' qemeoeracy, EWG’
Dropare you | S0 maf yaﬂ .ne wsu mfc;rnned_w*cﬁnf e b:}&i’r engngfng it

damosracy? -

|

f . For teachers
ﬂ How'does. your Sehool appmad}ci‘uics aducaiﬁnn and praeﬂae -:Tsmnc:mry?

| Hirtve Coulil stiitlents he-baifer frepared io 6hgags in dammcacy? 5 g

Mew ldeas

v In previogs inquines, the Legal ana Constituticnal Committes and the Legal and
Constitutional Cormitess of the 40th and S0th Parliameants have marle

i recormmendalions about civics education in Queenstand. Similar

I recommeandations hava baan made by many cther Australian bodies n recent

yaars. A list of somo of thesa récommendations is 2at ol in appandix G

v Tha Conslitiutional Centre af Western Australia was established o encourags
people of Al ages to learn about the Western Australian polifical system and how
to actively puiticipate in it L offers displays on the Constitytion and aspects of

e citizenship and political history, The Electoral Education Centre is Jocabed witlin

b the same complex, and provides nteractive programs allowlng pacple to cast a

votg, discover the origing of demegrady and understand how the voting System

works (see www ccentre wa qov audndex him). Programs, presented in weys
which engage young people, are also conducied for sehonl students visiting the

Centre. Teacher resource kils complement each program. Rasounce hoxes on

vanous topics are avaliablg 1o schools in ramote areas. [n addition, the

Conatitutionat Centre has developed an ‘Out Roaakh Prograny which involves a

netwark of ncal peapla in rural and remote areas of Western Australia providing

programs to students in those aress. Somea pragrams are speaific to Indiganous

|
I o COMMUnities.

} , ¥ M Clvics andg Littzenship BEoucation websits {which Inﬂﬂl‘pﬂr&tﬂﬁ & previous
I

‘Digcovenng Demacracy’ websile) = www.civicgandotizenshio.edu gy,

I

J ! »  Hids Voting USA' is a national non-profil, non-partisan organisalion thal teaches
studants stout clizenship, shvic responsibiity, demoeracy and politoa)
perticipation. 1ogether with clagaroom activities, students are provided with an
noporunity to cast & 'Kids Vating' baliot an election day, and they uote on the
sume candidales and issues as adulls, fn 2004, 1.5 million studenls tomed out kg
vote for presidontial, iocal ang otate candldares. Arcas with @ Kids Voring US4
program heve showed 4 voling rate tor reqistered 18 year olds whigh i5 145
higher than for non-paricipaling sreas. Ser waww kidsvetinousa argl

_ voOAS part of the kics "J{)tlng USﬂ service, 'DoubleClick Demacracy (cog
Uphmtre o0y was developed i alipw siuden’s to
: partlmpa1e nan authenhr yeting exprrience psing A weh-basen valing system.
The online baliots replicsie the candidates and issues aduils vols o, and provide




students with practice ballots which have links to condidate biographies and oiher
resources. About 35,000 students participated during the 2004 presidantial

ewections.

* Teans N2 Pofitics' is 3 US-based woebsile which offars young people an
opportunity to participale in discussion forums on topics such as the economy,
tareign policy, general political issues, animals and the environment. Provision i
also made for young people to contribute to discussions undar the banner of *left

wing chat” and 'right wing cornar. See ensnZpolibcs o f.
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The Political System. an 4 Tpliticians

Politiczl parties
The 2004 Young Australian of the Year, Hugh Evans, has suggested thal young
peaple fect shut out of mainstream party politics.

The former Gueansiand State Youth Advisory Council teid the committee that the
issues agdressed by political pariag, particutarly at electine time, are dominated by
thase reigvant to older peop

*  Dr Ariadne Vromen, a lecturer at the University of Sydney, ressarches young
pecple and palitics. She wriles that, The one area of parlicipation that remains
low for youny people, and indeed for most Ausvailans, is membearsnip of poltical
partigs. Rathsrthan labeliing parly membership decline as apathy, we ought o
see 0w unappeahng political parties have becama And it is up o panties to
iMvohkee a new generation. This might not be by way of fermal membarship;
instead, parlies rmight consult young peopia on issues relovant 1o thelr (ives’ (5ee

Vroman).

*  Inthe UF, 7 nationwide study of youth atfitudes lound that young peopie were
active in their cormmuniliss but not concemed about politics. As an outcome of
that study, a strategy adopted o re-connedt youth fo democracy is that, during
elaction campaigns, the media atter youth-moderated candicdate deliates (ses

Naticnal Assaciation of Secretaries of Slalel.
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! || Politlc|ans
; Many research siudios in Australia and internationally reveaal that youny people are
| gynical about the bohaviour of politizians.
il How gam pm‘r‘:.fcfans mamsg.!v&s rssmra ma faﬁh e:u' }ruung pecple in
| § demooragy? - - : _
]

i v Dr Ariadne Vromen says that poliicians unly consider young people when they
pregant & problem; that young peopis 1end 1o be talked agout rather than balked
with: ang thal young pooplt's perspodtives ara raraly included in geblic debate,
Dr Wramen suggests that what 15 needed 13 direct evidenco of young pedp la's
experances and arguments based on such evidence [ses Vromen),

b In e Uniled Slates, Canada and the United Kingdom, whera votirg ism't
vompulsory, it has been shown that contae| with pelitical parties and candidates s

Ili an imponant elgment ¢f ‘get-out-the-votg’ sirategles, Following the 2001 Brilish
I [i general efsction, the UK Elgstaral Commission idenificd a tack of canvassing by
i politiciana as a likely reqaon tor dissatisfaction (and low turnout) anang brat ime
I 5 votaers.
L
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I Yauvg People ond the Conmuoniiyy

Being hoared
While young peopnls may be tumed off poliies as it currently socrates, many

! | studies and survays have found thatb young people are very interestad in political
: issu@s irmporiant to therm. The challenye for governments is o engage with young

peapla, and tha first thing that young peopls 63y is that thay want 10 e heard,

!; Hava you used any of the govemment oppariunities fo veice yowr opinlons
about issuas? How offective was 17




New igaag

v in'Westem Ausiralia, the Civics and Ctrzenshlp Unit In the Deparimant of Premier
and Cakinet alms 10 enhance democracy in that stata through civics education
and the promotion of an active citizenry. The goal is a community where alt
Westam Australians are valued ag cilicens, where they play a significani rolg In
saliing policy priorities and whare they help shape the nawre of thair sooiety (9oe.

wiww. Citizanscape. wa, gov.auw,

¢+ Drariadne Vromen suggests that, “Young pecple have a broad range of
soanomic, social, and politics! experiencaes’ and that we naed 10 ‘create inclusive
lorms of governance that recognise and build upon different ways of making

communities. Those in powor need (o listen Iz young people more, and young
peaple’s diversa views and experanceas need ta be articulated in the media’ [see

Viromen). :
Ne¢ J phaveal woed cmgtic f%\g/
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New ideas

» In 2003, the Commission for Children and Yaung Peanie was invited o participate
in a commitiee for the developmeni of a sports and recreatron facility for voung
people on Palm Island in Neth Queensland. The Commission underlingd the

impartance of the committee asking young peaple what thay wanied. The issue
for the Comrmisefon wae nol 60 mueh “how 46 wa involve ehildran in the buliding

of #his facifity”but rathar ‘how do we got the faciily the children want?”

b 4 2003, in Parramatta in Sydnay, a Youth Jury preseated yaung people with
practical opportunities to learn and discuss the diverse intereste and concems af a
wide varisty of young people across the Parramatta region. Participants loamecd
about teamwork, nagotlation skills and the powsars of government, This snabied
them ¢ tarm realistic recommendations to support the needs of the collective

youth ot Farramatta

The aim of the Youth Jury was to assist with hridging racial intolerance and
cultural diversity amang young peopie of Parramalia.

The recommendatinns of the Youth Jury were zimed at key govemment and
fommunity organisations of Parramatta,

N _Hary shenl! fe move s boaad ethacts
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Taking action
Young people wanl to be actively invalved in cemocracy. VYating at elections is only
ona way of being tnvoivad in 8 damocralic suciely,

h

an?

Activity

Volunteering

ndiating or panicipating in 4 eeal youth orgjact
Initiating ar sigriog @ pedition

Attending a rally or protest

Taking padt in a strike

Deing a member of a political party

Being a mamber of a trada unlan

Being a member of a 51u'den1 unicn

Being a mornber of & nan-govemmant
organisation which labhizs government (&0, The
Widemeszs Somiety, Amnasty IMematonal,
Gretnprace]

Cenfacting a paiitician or local govemmant
crnmresillon

Farticipating i 4 Youlh Faniamsem

Being invoved in a Yauth Council

Eoing invelecd 1n an grgansation which secks 1o
reprizasnl e veas ol young people feg. ouny
Australian Rural Motuork)
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Have done

(f or ¥y
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Wiich of the followinrg asifvitis bave you caimisd 0uf; or would you ke to caity

‘Wonld like bo
da (4arx)

B

Yaoung paodle say that to be engaged in domocracy they nesd things such ag:

3

k

4

3

#

information;

opporunities i actively engage in democracy;

an idea about wnat can be achieved realistically:

spaces in which o mest and discuss; and

3CCESS 1o 1he iMermat, photocopiorns, oie.

What asefstance or encourggement do you need foin gavesmpenf (o lake
aetion apeut fhe isauos vou fogf passionale aboul?

ey idras
Srichanc Ciy Goungl| has dovelpoed "Visible Ink', a webshe which allows young
people to have a sayin the Council's programa. [ he webaie cantains intormation
ahoet how young people can have fheir say, events for young penpls, lnks to

Ea

[



respurcas and a forum through which young paocle can express their opinions.
The Cauncif has alsa provided young people with arcas around Brisbane wheno
they can come together o mest and organise activilies and projents of inferest to
thern. Thase areas ae accessible to young people and well rescurced {see
wiwrw. vigible-ink.ora”.

v The Victorian Gowvernmant produced a handbook for yaing people an how they
can creale change in their comrmunity. The handbook provides suggastions on
how young paople ¢an got activa on 4 project thay faal passionale about, and hiw
they can implemeant that projeet (586 wew.youth vie nov. au/pdisTY PStockd pd ).

v The Foundation for Young Austrafians is a non-profit organisation dedicated to
developing innovalive intislives that supporl and empower young people aged 12
o 28, Tna Foundation provides seed-funding for idaas, proactivaly seeks co-
funding 0 support infialives and helps the recipionts structure thomsehees 10
ensure lang-tatn sustainabifity. Fach year, the Foundation managas a partfolo of
grants totaling about $8 million. Al least 25% of tndal grant funding is dedicated ta
initatives specifically Jesigned to benefit youny Indigenous Australians (see
wyww.youngausiralians.ong).

What.wole nan fimifes and: inendﬁ ptayf
fiwdhved: m#r G’enmm:y? "

Mesw doas

*  The Youth Electoral Study [YES) found that parents are regarded by yeung
pennle as the mast impartant source of information about uating. Television and
newspapery are the next most impactan, mwever young people wew these after
saurces with some sceplicism.

R ffﬁffwﬁ" oA @;@ﬂg@ &, ,{fﬂ( g?/mf’ fb/ ,,rwj{;;_g’_f;cﬂ
Ay A otove. Y

ﬂ What rofe can nen-government foundations or comynunify-arganisations play
28 i getfing young pocpis active and ivelied whh demoeracy ?”

MNew ideas

r  The inspire Foundation {ses www.ingpirg.org.au) is a national non-profii
loLndation which aims to cresle aoporunities for young Australians, prncipally
aped betwesn TR and 25, ta hefp themselves and ethars. The FFoundation
arknowiedyes hat yowy pecple wan lo make a pusilive difference in their own
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lives and in their communifies. Young people are actively invoived in the
cevelopmernl and delivery of all the Foundaitun's infiatives. One iniialive,
"ACINOW, is a web-based servics that will provide young peoble with Intormation
and aupport on haw ihey ¢en Becoms inveived in isaues or qausasin thair
chmmunity hat they sre passionate about.

WibeWire Youth Sarvicoe is a volunteer-based, non-profit youtn media and fraining
organization which provides young people aged between 16 and 30with an in'II'IEI
forum through which they can access informalion oh & range of topies, panicipale
in discussions with other young people and become imvwalved in the exchangs of
infurmation with other young people (ses www. vinewire.net). Recenl initiatives
Inchide ‘slectionTracker (seo www ¢loetiontragkar.netel) wnich sert young

peopls Gut on the campaian trail as reponers in the 2004 Federal clection  These
raports were Utllised by six radio stations, 505 and ABG news.

The US Ad Coundcil is a non-profil organisation which produces, distribtes and
promoies public service campalgns on a rango of issues. A receni campaign,
'Fight Mannequinism’, focussed on improving youth civic cngagement ang voter
paricipation, 1 mvolved television and radio ads aimead & Jgetting voung people
nvolved in issues they care about, volunteering and voting (see

wyew fightmannequinism orgh.

‘Rock the Yote' is a non-pratlt crganisation which alms to engage youny pacile in
tha politlcal procass in the United States and draw attentlon 1o ksces of concarn
10 young people. U coordinates votar ragistration drives and educalion offons o
ensure young people exercise their right to vote, Youth culture is hamessed in the
pramotion of its campaigns, many of which feature high profile celebrities including
musizians, actors, athletes and comedians, I the 2004 elections, 1.2 milhon
puople ook advantage of the organisation's unline voler reygistration lacilily, and
furdhar 200,000 reqgistared as apan of the Acck the VYote Bus Tour acress the
country (sco www.rockthevote.comd.




Guidelines for mking A sutiuission.

Them is na st formn for 8 submission to the cammitee. Submissions may be made using
tha Tnguiry respoense funn grin the ferm of a ledler, o subslanliaf paper or a shork
documsnt and they may include appendicss, Suomissions may contain 1acts, opinions,
, arguments and recommendations for action. The most uaetul submissions are a the
SR paint.

The committes would prefer written submissions, bul will 2lao accept subrmissions on
; audhoe tape. For written submissians, Typed or prinled text is preferable, though legible
E nand-wridlen submissions are aceeptable. Numbered pages and, for submissians in
exgess of 20 paqges, 4 brief sumrnary and a table of contentes is also helpiud.

All suomissions must inciude the name and contact datails of the parson making s
submission. Those making 4 submission on behall of an organization should indicate at
what lewsl the submission has been authorised (e aub-committes, president, cheir, olg.).

Public efficers may make subimissions as private individuaks. However, i referenes is
made in a subrmission to their official positian, it should al2o be made clear that the
submission is made in a private capacity. Submissions frorm govermnment departments
snould be aulharised in accardance with normal deparmenial procedura.

Content and refevance
A submission may cover some or all of the issues raised in the response form. 1 woulkd be
halpful f submissions clearly statac which issuss are being addressed.

The committes's usual procadure is to publicly release and table submizsions in the
Leqlstative Assembly. Mol 21l submissiang will necessarily he gublished andfor tablad. The
cornmities rosarves tha right 1o not publish or table contidential submissions, ar
submissions which are irrelevant, contain scurrlous or defarnatory material, orare
otherwise not suitaile far publishing. The camen ittas will infomn you if il decides not to
accapt, or nat to authorige the publication al, your subrission.

Confidentiality

The committes ghempts to gonduct its inguiries in the most open way possible. Howeaver,
if you baedleve that your submission (or pan of i) should not be made public, clearly writg
‘wanfidential” an each page and, in a brief eovering letiar, explain why your submission
should ba freated canfidentially. The committas will then consider your requsst lor
canfidentality.

Unauthorised Relgase

Once the committes recaives a submission, it becomes committes property and should
not b publishod without the commitos's aptnorisation. Publication of a submission
without the comrnilea’s authorisabion maans that that publication is not profected by
parfiamentary privilege and may amcunt to a contempt of Parliament.

All submissions should be sent to
The Rasoarch Dircotor

Legal, Constitutional and Administrative Review Cammitles
Parliai i House, Goorge Sirest
- BRISBANE QLD 4000

Pois
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Submissions close on Wednaaday, 30 November 2005

Extensions to the clasing date may be given. If you need more time (o make a
subrmission, or if you reguire luither infurmation, contact the committes's seoretariar on:

Telephone: (07) 3306 7307
Fax: (07) 3408 7070
Email: lcare @ parliament.ald.gov.au

Copies of this papar and all other publications by the Legal and Corstitulional Committas
are available on the internet via the commities’s home page at
wiwew. purlimment, old. gov. gu/committecs/icaalrov.im
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