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your vola . 

The aim of this U'lquiry is to make practical rooommendnlioo~ to 

inor~n~o tho lnl0reSl and participO!ion of yovng oeopfe in democracy In 
Queensland. 

The Gommitee wants to hear Irem yourtg p&OpIe. in particular. ~h()lrl: 

$ what is rweded in Queensjand; 

~, wh"t wij wurk: 

!il What won1; and 

W" would iIf~" kk" t" hli~r I,,,,,, ,,11 "",o~~ in QL,>e9flslaoo wile have an 
inler~st in young p.>opI .... 0< in young peop~ ,,~ga9'ng in democracy_ 

To help you 10 think nboul. di5ClJS~ <tOO lespOrld to mattrols re~vanl to 
tha Inquiry, wa have sat ot.Il below tome: 

-1' examples 01 strategies slJClgestad or triw .. lse .... l1Q,... 



Eduerulonllntormatlon 
It iIlll1e Jail of the £Iectornl Commi~~ ion Oueern.land (ECO) to ensure that ~ple 
enrd and vole at elections. To do tht!;, the EeQ uses edlJCatioo and awa~ne~ 
programs (e_>l. p'-"'k;<i1d~, p<lSW", and school v~in;). 

.. ""',,_. ''''''"""",,f ,'" de"" 'I~'" "',,;; ""'" .;;Ioroi>o" I!I :~:~i~h,@i~~1~f,\:~}<~:::·,~,,:?:;!:~;,~;:'_:')\i::'''~'f~:":':,:. ',>: •.. { 

New ido~s 

In 2003, Elections Canada pamered with Cable in the Oassroom IJ develop a 
new ""Ier education program lor lOiudlilllli, incll.ldJng iI cont~st ch.dl .. "'gillg p"o~'" 
aged 16 to 18 to cmala 31)-secono public ser\'ica announcements on vldoo tIIUlng 
their peom wny 1110 demooratic prooess and voting are important 

"T'hI! United Kl"!lnorn Electoral COOlmi,.sion'~ 'Do Politics' aim~ to g~t )'<lung 
poop!e involved in dernocracy. 11 may bIi ~~~","~fold at: www_dOfX?~lic$.co_uk_ 'Do 
Pol~ic!;' """ducts workshops and .. v'mt~, and prwid9S resO'J~es and training 
across the Ut< far young people. 

In Au~lre~a. the Youth Elect()f1l.1 stLJdy (YES) loon<! that some incentNel! wc,jd 
"t'Jac! a first voto!! . Young people Mid A tax brMK nr the """ cl promotional rock 
OJoc"rts woold 00 th~ mO$!"Uli'Ctiv .. inc .. ntiv",s, but th .. r", was also ~001~ suppot1 
for 1I1e n<>tion tha' inc .. ntives should n<;lt be ni..wd 'itS uoting is .. respG",ftJ i ily 
lhal comoo with citlz"nshlp. 

"" ~~"""')"d ;;) f.:;.\OCp l'j 

Voter r"!,listr .. !ion 

'" Australia, \loch ~""I must cOfnpl"t~ an ",..-u. ",,,,1 fur", \Q regrowr to I/Qt~_ 

~wJqa~s 

In same countries, registra~ oll is dOll .. by 11"", go~emrllQlI >0 Ihat poople are 
autom 'ittic'itlly rgqlsto'9d whon lhay roach \IOll~g ag9 . An Il1IlIrnalional mport bv 
the Institute lor Oamocracy and EicctQmll\ssi~t(lncc, Youth VOler panieiparion, 
S!1gQMtS automatic registration by tho!! gOllernment '<'ItMr Ihan ~ oo!!ing a duly Qf 
e"et ;:er.on to enrol 

Other countrioo onablo poopIc to roginlcr at a polling station on olOOlion l1ay, or 
on-Ime. 

In Canada. Ell!Clions Ca"aLla id"ntiJiII:o pgDP! .. who h'itw tumad 18 thrO!l9'l 
information prOvided by, tor cxamp!c. Iho tnx oth:::c onc:! motor vcmiclo rngisters. 
The Ch,et I:: lectof!l.l Otticer wrile~ to theM people 10 ask th em to ccntirm that they 
<'Ire eligible- to vole and con ~ent to bei.-.g iocluded in tlR nalio",,1 register. 
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.ai&ttJ...aL::LL .. c.d)---llir-d_I<Ij~~ Ice ~,r.1 ( (elll. 

Polll~g lililtions 

In Qu\l,Hl&land, polling stalions are usuany locatGa In schools 01' halls and ar .. op~n 
oe~N(Jen Bam ond 6pm. 

i How cooid Ihs ECQ m;?kel! roSllJitoryOOn(ipooplG'1o I:iSithfJlrvCtot? 

Now idoos 

In fecenl C .. ""di;", .. Io.>ctiui,s, EllIClkms C~,-... da intm.;k;C8d lnore ~s i" Iccations 
10 whi<. .. h YOll1g P90pl~ haviJ lIasy aCCilSS. slI[:h as O<;lar studenl rllsiden<;..,; ;md 
llnlverslty nt>ighboorhood~ . 

• 
In Canada, poIlrlg ~latiaM I'lre open for 12 haur~. 

'!;.~;~'~::'.';;;~,~::.;;:::~~'~~.:,;~~~al Corrmi!sion Md \~ Vic1or~n EI~tor~1 
~ i in III 
and Ireland ootween 2000 a~d 2002, r 
options lhat ore available, their ndvonta9C~ 
option would &lIt AU51fl'l.l~·~ votino ~ystem8. rhe 

voting be.,m;;"';e,;.",,;e;''''";.;;,:o,';,";M;;.~" •. "las.~~ of voter~ . 
1I(l1"", i~ ': 

recomnended e· 
irl Antarctica. 

A recent rennr1 01 the Victorilln Scrutiny 01 Acts end Re(jIJlahon5 GmM1ittee. 
Victorian Eil!clrooic Democracy. cons~,ed electronic voting. It recOOlm",nded 
IlIat Victori~n elec[ic)l1s sl1001d rIOt be cO!'idl.Cted remoleiy via information and 
comnlUlli<;atiui,s tochnojogie5 ;"'llIe ne", future, but ;u..1tilie<.i lI~e !,-" iowing key 
advantages of remote vO(irlg 9yst9ms: 

easy accQSs (or travem9TS and disabllil<J people; 

providir>g.III intertac<i for o\!1~r loch"olugili!s sw h as SCrwn 1~ .. cJo,rs. Braill .. 
computers, ma~niliGIS or alternative data entry systams: 

~'ol'liflg tor tl'>a lIasy and ch~ap distrlOU1ion of balat pap"f~ in diftefi;lnl 
tan o u~!JC3: 

Insta~t[J~()OUS processing: arld 

alowln~ votelS to access a 'Mde range of orl'>ar information while coosid(lring 
and CMtino thei, vote. 



Advance voting 
CUrrilttly in Quwrlslal1lJ, iI)'Ou can'! vol .. al your rwa[l;l"I polling boolh Qn IIw day 
01 a Iltale &foo1!DI1, spec!al arrangcmenl8 cnn bG made for you IQ cam your vole, 
such as by advance vOfinQ' in p!!rsQll or poslAl voIin9_ TI\~se oplian ~ .lire .IIyaiiable 
in onl¥ :SOfT"" drcl.mstatlCl?s • for eJ<atnp"", iI you: wi'1 be interstate on polling day; 
haw it disitbiKly; er can't V<JI1i on that day OOcaUS9 of religious 00I191s. Por further 
Informallon, see www.OOQ.gfd.ooy.au. 

New kieas 

In tne UK, W3tal votin!:l is available to My e[illi~e voter on request A p;lr3on may 
IIPpi)' IOf poollll voting lOf a parlkul ... ,,"";Iic,n, ror it c"d;'!n peruJ of lim. '" !or all 
Juture P.lidion~. 

To racililale volin!!, Ih .. lltat .. gowmmenl could doolar!l the day or a Eta!& ~klctiQn 
a publlo holiday or schodu1o ru1 olooMn tor a day 01llGr IhWl a SalUrd,w. 

In Mure, i! elecfronio voting were 10 he inl,oo"';"';, for ,.,"~mflle, it need 001 be 
n""",,,~ .• ;o,ry:" h;o,ve an 'eledion day', wilh all votes cast 01'. Ihe 53111e day Voting 
cotJd take plac~. lor ~~.",pI~, <lwr,..., 'election week'. 

".----------~ 

Close of rails 

Curranlly, after Q slate eledion IS called, people h.llve between 5 .IInd 7 dBYS to 
,e~",Mrto ...,t,,_ 

'"1@;~'It)!<I/(~<eMP!~t:q!Ii!b4d!~~~f#.~,W~$I1QEJPpatiimty 
1U(j_"MroJ'll/tau:n,e~'!$CIJIH¥tl.' ._ '., ': ' ;-,;,<"; " _~_.,,, 

New ideas 

Prior to the 20041eocral etection, [he Spoolsl M!nister of State, Eric Atletz 
propelled thm: 

tho;I ~""'101l1l ru~!xi closlId to n .. w vot!lrs on th6 day thQ iilh.ction writs woLlk! 00 
iss!RU (ullually the oay the election is announcco:); and 

peop!~ wiMing to c.h~nge tn.o,~ el"ll"om!!l1t deja,s be GNen thr~ d"YII to M ~o_ 

This pr0pOllIlI did not pracee.d as ~ w~~ I'I<lt ~IJPfl0r1ed by Ihe nM·gOllemment 
p"rt~~ 

~~~q:."-CJ~'foJ~_~r'-________ _ ___________________ . 
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Flxgd Ql~llon day 
In Qucoooland, tnere ill no fixod cloctiQn day Ior state e\eGtlons. 

A ijxod 00(:1:00 ctoy could ollow improvad civics erucallon oourS€l&, mocK·elections 
ard other ~llategi<!!~ tlllCouragi1g yoonQ people'S enoa~ement With electiorID to be 
planned in advanco< Ise~ MiIMr). For example, a lix~d "lflCtion nay ",mild allow 
",;'"~, OKfucator. to plan aOO condl..Ct lhtlir c""",,"" in ~"ralel with "" ",\wlion 
oampaign. 

11 Do you,thil!kimproft1daMcs epf1C(ltJpn ,1$, iI.~rr.ClJhivfjllflrilii'#Jnfor. gov"mmlJnf 
HI ro O(JtJ3ldsr Ii Cflsnge 10 ,ffX,eliremJ elcctifJ(l$?' ',. _. ;, .' 

New,de~" 

In QlJGensland. 0100110<1$ for alllocsl govGmm~nt aulnorititoi an. qlloorally hoold 
'wet)' four years on It\{! I!\$! SatLlrday in Mmr.h. 

~.{hovrd p," Ei"",<f, fb.\e 16.r!l,}.lc\ \,,;: f:8'1["'\ 

New voting system 

In Queens'and, a ~y~tem at optional preterenlial votinO 13 u3ect. A tOO! Gheet atx>ul 
'OPV' i~ available from; .........-w .l!J:Gg ,gln.()(",.>"J, 

~ Do YOU_I~k Y()(/IXl~f,nNOu/dbe,r1Jo!elll(efyt9;."OU;,1nheVOling systiJm 
1ft wi!Sch~g~ ''0 tliat ('4rldid!J/M 1TJi1nin{}Dllce1"':ln~U.~!rofperlicul8r jnlBr~ 

/oyrnng-peopie ~' nWI(1 /j/w/j fo ge{"~le('hfd''N1d'hil\lt!l 'il 'vaK-~ In 
,~rliam&1111-" '., 

N~w id9ai 

A~~ndix 0 contain. ~ r~vi!ffid v~r,.ion ot B paper prepared lor Br! inquiry, Hends 
on Parliament, by the Legal and CoostrlutioMI Committee nf rh" Pr/MOOS 
Parl"", .. nt. 11 pruvi~~ informatbn aoout OlX 'J(JtillY sy"wm an<J -I'\; it might be 
changed to pfQ\llde I11Qre diversity in can(jdat9s who might 00 {liOClOO. 

A~ in QlJeen~l~no. the 'IDling sy~tem in Ihe UK m~kBa il very citticultlor 
calldidates from mm parties to get elected, In May 9005, ~ 500,ooD ~,.hoo 
stud""ts in Ihij UK 110100 in a mock ,,1&<.;Iioo to ~o i"ddv witll til~ ~iral .. !ectiofl5. 
Tha students voted tor lhe a~tual candidates, The results showoo tha!;hil 
~tOJClent3 were attracted to parties whk:h ran cand datcs on ccrtain issuos; tor 
""amrie, ~lLJrl""l~ wh<:> fell pa~~ionaJ~ about the I!nvirmvnent IH'Ited 'or IIlI! Green 
P",ly. Doospit~ 1"i1ing tu !li(ve a s~'g!e ciooidat.i Il!tlXnEid in!lw g~H'fal elo;.c!ioM, 
!he Green Party SeCUI(/O o\~ out 0/ a possible 319 S8!;!ts In the moc~ Ql9ction, 

'1£~ __ ~,su·!:t JjJi,.,} _P_lJ.t _'P'-"" :_L,{QL __ )2f,J c "_,,-,,-t 1.'1_ L_ ('$ __ 

J_0L'-l\ __ Ll<;_:":I.':,t \~ 5FJAtinj)<.. f'_'.5 b.t0!1:_ 



Voting age 

If1 AU3lra~a. )I<I~ must be 18 ream old \0 vota. The minimum voting age in ether 
r.iJunt,,,,,, ranges from 15 to 21. 

The milimum ~!Jf'-~ Mol by thlllaw for nther activitiM are listed ill appendix B 

III _~-"_""""'_''" '~_"""_i'"'i'"<iil1'"''' i!l ~~iiJ/wii(~i£$hiillid,~.w;.it;ili;i~rSv~mg~'~i'iJiPp!iW@:t;,;"" 

Nij"...JQGa,j: 

In API~ 2004, 10110 ..... "9 a projoct OIl !ha age 01 E'l@cto(aimajority, the Uoiled 
Kingdom Ekl<:h ... al Comm!s$i<.>n fllCQlTlrneMed that thw minimum o.ge fo. alllevO!ls 
0/ vomg In pubmo (Jlections ill the UK remai1 at 18 \'Cars 10r the tiroo beklg. The 
UK Eleotoral Gommi9sion adVised, howellflr. that it expocte<l to undertake a 
tOO!1er tOlTl1al re\li""" of In.. minimum vclir;g "De wilhin ~ fUrlW.f fi,,~ to s"ven 
yeaffl, It &"ICOU(1\98d the !jovernment 10 consider initiating a wider review of th~ 
ilgi 01 majority. 

In 2000. a report on cIlanging social Md I&oal framework3 for young AUW:lliaM 
lolllld Itlal, desp~e ~am<t intere3t in getting more inYOlved ill \heir oommunit)i and 
in gov~rnrnenl df'ld"",,,,-mllki"9 proc#'Me~, YOLl!1g peop!" we'll 'lull/! rnkda'" to 
claim ~ right aoo responsibi~ty or hailing the votij younger than at age 18. The 
m~i<dy (74%) 01 YOUf1\l PIKlf'~ invotv\ld in th .. r9siwch said Ihallhey were not 
, .. ady or IfIt .. rmll\ld In gettlrl!1 irwollled in formal polHlcal procElSSGG such ~ IIOllng 
before they wore 18. Theil pnrents ngrooo, w~h a mniorit'/ (61 %) suggesting that 
YOl.l:1g people are not mature enough and not interested in voting ~etore lhey are 
1 S, and th~t young rellpl ~ unci", 1 a hav" "'her f'J""Mures to conlrontllnd cootend 
witt (see Carson. Fitzg .. rald and Rod,.). 

Conpul;o.'y V01l1'\g was introdUOad tn QueenGland in 1914 and by m .. 
Commonweafth in 1924. fiesearch by Milncr (published in Civio Uterocy: How 
Intamo.d Citizens ~ke Democracy Worlf. Unive~rty I-'re~s of New Er"t9J~nd, 
Hanover, 2002) indicates that ll1e effect 01 int,ndJdng compulsory voting in 
AI~ralia WM to bring abou1 ~ 23"Y, o\/eral increase in voUng. 

\t _;il:'61 Itf 15 f-:fF-

- ""------

E.duoatklM In SOhools 

In Qoocnsland SChOOls. there i~ 00 subjeot called 'CMC3 education' or 'citiZ6f1ship 
edlJC~lio,' Primfll)' ~nrl ""c(>C")(jary .• turlant.. t~arn about rlemoc'~y, indJding 
parliament, go~ .. rnn~nt and .. ""~{)"S, In ~ "u.--"ber of difte,,,,,1 subj .. ds. Studoont. 
al~o "xpir~nCG democracy at school, 101 example throu\lh elections 101 school 
council mcmber3 and/or sohoollBaders. 

Education abOlJt d&mooracy 
Additional sdLICatlOnBi opportlX1it~s rel<!vanl to democr~cy inc:fLJde: 
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vi";l" \0 the Q"""'rl!OiamJ Pa"am",.,I, Qr to a r..gbnaI5itl .... g of t~ Oueen~~nd 
Parli;m}ijn~ and educational acllv1U'ls provided by ParM~lImarv Educat:on 
Services; and 

eI@ctorai ood.Jcilllun activ~i,," co",iJC1~d l>y the Auslrillian E""-:Ioral Comm ~sion, 
SL.'ch as iChool \ileUs. 

For students 

'.Il Wt;at t¥orke<1:;~¥.:aJJd.<wtlm:aid',yop '1!n!py:~.W¥I1'.y()U;lilru:rir~ or 
Ht ~~'rIcl!dWl®C4f;:y !iI~'schi:Ji:J'!:,'t':··"-.,i>'- \,', ~>" ,:: ":" .:0:.. 

WIifi/'nl<W"p:!LI/,q'->i(..:~:dc.! tp.wlco,s@g'LW~::;lli,'V<ilu/l:q,jm<xucy ,aJlO 
pr"~i~Y0fJ8oii:w(Yi?U,aro, 'ofefl.!nfortfwIJ·andCO(lfliJi#jt abouf~~m in rJimiXrtlcy? ,'.. ,.." .. ,. '" ", "", '" ',.,' ' .. ', .. 

F~rlucher3 

j ~~=~~~=;;:::~~W=~~~¥· 
New ideas 

In prcvioU:; inqutn~, the LeQlI1 alld Constitut ional COmmittee uM the Logal and 
ConsmutioNlllJommittee~ 01 thft 49th ~nd 50th Par i~ml!nt3 MYe me.de 
rec""'m ~nMtions ~b"ut civics ~dJc~tton in Que .. n~l~nrl. ~'mil;lf 

reccrnmendations have bole" onild .. by .nany QU,er Austral an bo<je, in recent 
yeil'~. A list of ,Qm<! of lhtfsg rgcomm~ndatioos is set out in <lppendix C. 

Tho Cons~lu1ionnl Gonlre 01 Western Australia w(\~ cntablinnec tQ encourage 
poop!e 01 all age~ 10 !eam about the Western AU31rll i an po(itlcal 3~~lem and how 
\0 actillely p"rtidp~'" in it. It OHMS display~ on the C"n~til"t",n ~nrl ~spec~ <>I 
(.ili~enship ~rxl rolilical history Tt... Eloict.:o-al Education Canlre is kcilted wi1hin 
1I1¥ .a[1'" ~"Urn~",", ""d pf(]vidg. inl,,,,.ct"""" pr()gram~ alkl .... iny j.)'tupI¥ 10 cast i. 
votil, dlscoVllr 1~1l origins 01 democraoy arod understand ho .... th\ll'OJnj:J .yslim 
workS (Sce wwwcccntrewagoyallCLndexlltm). PrO(Jmms. prosented in wayS 
which engllQ8 young peapl<'!. ~r~ "IM cenctlcled le! school sliJdent! vi~iting the 
Omlr.!. T ...... r.h'" r~~"l!rce kit! ccmpl~m""t each prooram. RMourr" ooxe>\ on 
var:ous tOp.Ci are ~va~.wle 10 schools in remole areas. In addition, Ihe 
Constitu~onai Cintrll has dllvalop\ld an ·Out RII~h Program·lIf1«.:h involw~ ~ 
network or local poopkl in rurflj and remote areas 01 Western Austraia prol'iOi1g 
prOll rama 10 s!ud~nts ~ tho~~ a!M~. Some program~ ate BP~'tIO to Indigenous 
cnrtY"l"1l ... iti~~ 

A Civics and Cili.zens~lp Edooatlon webslte (which Incorporates a pr;lviouii 
"Oiscovcrir<;l Democracy wCbsrtC) is l!.'WJ.eiI'i9sandcitiz9f1OhiD.Oo\! .au. 

'Kick Voting USA' i5 a nationail"lOll·profit. noo .parlisan organiMtion that te~che'l 
sluderlt~ about uli;lllmohip, c"ic rlliiponsibiiity, de"IOC,.. ... ~"Y arid po!jticdi 
participation. Together with classroom activities. students arc providoo wKh an 
opportunity to casla 'Kick Volirlg· ballot aM ei&elion MY, and they vole or: the 
same candida1e5 and issue. as adults. In 2004, 1.5 m.lion Student5 tllrnerl out tn 
11001 for pres~ntill.l, Iuc~1 ~,!CI iitatll candidal9S. Ar~ljs wi(~1 a KjtJ~ V<.>tiny USA 
program Mve showed a votlllQ mIC 1.:0- wQilllcrad 18 year elds whicl11s 14'1. 
h !gher than for non·panic fl ~llng arP.II ~ . Se.! w.vw .kid8I1Qlingusa,org/. 

A~ ~a'l ulll){J KjtJ~ V..,tirlll USA SlIrvic'il, ·DooblBClck Dllm<;><;ri.CY· {see 
'!.fYfIJl. ~~omllusa.QrQlDQu t:i !)CIICIVint[Q .()SDI was doveloped 10 aiiO\,/ SlliderltS 10 
partKl ipa1e III an alJ1hentic 0'0111"19 ~xperiMce u~ing ~ w~l:>·ba~~c votirg system. 
Too 00 line ballols replicale Ihe candidates and issoos adult,; ~ote fOf. Md prO\ld ~ 

• 
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stuOOnts wHh pracllce ballolS Which havo knks to oandldate IJiographlosand othw 
re3OtJlctla. About <l5,1XXl students participated during the 2004 presidenli6.1 
elections 

Teens N2 P~lics' is a US-based w()b~~e I'otlich offers young people 00 
apporttnrty 10 pa.rliciflate In di."'l1IIsion forum~ on topir_~ such ".~ too ocMomy. 
foreign policy, ~r>Vrdl pujrtic"1 issws, anil!lals "od u,~ envifO",n""l. Provision ii 
illw made for young poople to contrllJllte 10 discussions lJI'Ider the banoor ot 'loft 
win;) chat' and 'right wing oome~. See YftN{ leeoso2oohtjcg cQro/fqrum;!l. 

'\t J)Y'.oli d' ("('N'o" f-<"Id 11;- ~;m.~\f« +!'!b~ f0,U", ,) e /aJ:b.I1" 
I "'''~ "1 -40.)1(. -)y"",","'c. C'C'Cl,~a"£',--'"'"""'¥fu'_prC"""OU'~ ______ _ 

Pollli«li par1ie3 

The 2G(l4 YOUr1U AustraliM of \he Year. Hugh E~ans. has 3uogeatEld that young 
people /eel "nul out n! m<'linst",,,m ""fly politir.". 

The fOflller Queensland State Youth AdvillOry COU!lCil told the committee that the 
i~~u e5 arid",,,,, .. ,,] 111 p'-'l~ic~1 p .. ,t .. ~, f"'rtic.,~"rly .. t "1",,1.-,,, tion " . ~f'" oomin .. t" d by 
tkose rE~V<lnt to 01ckN ~~ and oor ag~ing population_ 

NIiIW io'll;!l; 

nr Ariame VromBn," lecturer at the Urli~ersity 01 Sydney, rewarches. )1<)\100 
POOP"" <I'.u polUics. She wr~es th,i\, "Thl! ()OI! ... ~a ut I'articiv«ibn lhat '~l!lai"2 
low for \'OIlI1Q people. and lndeed for mool Auslralians, is memoorshlp of lJQIitlcal 
parlie~. Rather tllan I~b!lliing party membership decline M llpathy, we ought to 
.~~ ~ow lIIlappealing political parties hl\~e become_ AIYi it is up \0 parties ID 
invol"" a nlilw glll1li1[a~on. This might rIQ( bi;I by way Dj formal m"mb .. rs~; 
Ins1ead, parties might coosu~ youn9 people on i5SUOS rckmwt to their ~ves' (see 
VromenJ. 

In Ih .. US, a nationwiOO S!u<Jy of YOUlh attiluoos round that yovng iNOpW 'Nere 
aeWe ~ their comrnl6l ~j()S oot not concerned 3bout polkics. !IS an outCDIllS of 
lhat ~lI1d!o'. !! strategy adopteD 10 re.comeet youth to democr!ICY is th!!t during 
.. It>ct'on campaign,. the l1led a oHer yOllth--moderated candidate debates (see 
Nal'Q"l31 Association of Socmtarigs of Statll). 





- -----------------
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New iriMc<; 

'n m3, dl9 COtnmIs:oon 1or Cl1ild'en and Young People _ 3 Inv'f6d to ~Ie 
in aoommi:!:eo tor tile develoQmen! ot a &pO!U.-.n.d....".,ahM lriit)' fCl< 1OIJ"O 
people on r'1IIm I3IMld in rkll1h Q~liIrod . The CommBsion uoderin9d IhQ 
rnpoc!"r.r..- of Ihe oommitllKl nking )lOOn y poKlpfe wloal IIlfJy .... " I\IfJ, ThiI il;sU<l 
lur Ih~ Cvr,."",.iur, wu nlll ~u mlJC~ 7IOw do wlllnvlJfll9 r;/I/lQfQf! m me r;uf/(jJflg 

01 W. faciity"but r~lhQr 'Mw do we g/Jr tile facility rho chi/arcn wamr. 

In 2003, in Parramlltlll in oydneY .... Youth Jurt prOMenled yoong people wi~ 
praclb11 opp<'lltunitie!l '" Iot"'m and d~uss th<! diW.-si rnlolr~IS iIIld ~o;>r1I;eln~ ()I .. 
wid!.vario¥y of ~119 P"OPIoI' a.,(,I>~ ~l~ Pil~l1a fvc:jion. Pame/pant5lQarMd 
", t>uut t .. amwcrX, IlQQOtiatloll Gl:llIi: arod 1ti6 power$ 0/ I)Ol'CfnrMnl. Tr.t3 onolll(ld 
!horr. to form rellliSllC rccom~ons 10 oopport ttle ne~ alll'le COi led"" 
;ooolh of P8ITlYl1BItlI. 

TrIo OlIIrJI 01 the Youth Jury .... as 10 ;»slsT WIIIlllldging l"M.iaI inlo)lAl'<'l'IC<t /lrId 
cuRtlral ~ ","ong your>g p&opl9 '" Paflamiill&. 

Th~ IeCOI'I'II'!IMmliom nt Ill" YOlllh Jury ......-.. aimed '" hy go~tTW1"4il11 n 
r.ommllnly OI'g~htiorw of P ... r."M!I~. 

" I'J I't t r'" 1..'-----____ _ 
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Taking action 

Y0tr\9 pl!OplP. WMI 10 be act~ly i wo"ed In democr1lCY. VotinQ at eleClions is only 
0""" way of W~lg i!l\lOlved in a democratic ~oc~ty. 

I ~~' cI~ :foJlowingiJdivilili5 l1ail8Y"f1t~Irf~i;.oot;, fJroI!/i'Jv1d yru iiJmIoCfirTy 

Actt\llty 

VOlu~\oon09 

Initialing or partbpaling in a local j'oulh I"ujacl 

l"'t;"li~ or '~'ng ~ p"liticn 

MQl"IOjr\g a tally 01 prol~1 

T~l<j"!J P"~'" ~ ""Jib· 

i::!Cirlg n ""'rtllJCr 01 n politICal POri;' 

, 
Boi09 ~ member 01 ~ !ltudenl u!"lion 

EiQlng" _mtwr 01 a f1O/l-gowmm.""t 
OrgMis:lton ~ IObll<C~ ~vCmn1ant le.g. 1110 
'NI",,,,,,,, iIocll'ty, ~."""ty Irtom,li:m.i, 

c>r .. np •• c~) 

COOla(limq ~ PCII~C"'" Or 100(11 gOVCmm<lnt 

cOIl ncillo, 

P~rlic1pa."9ln '- Youth Par1I_OI 

Being involved in ft YOIJth COOl1Cil 

B~"'g ",v~d'" ~n organital)on which SQUXS to 
repl"lloe n! the oiew~ of YOIJrlg DeOllle (e.g. You"," 
AL'~lraim1 Rw~1 N.m-mrkc) 

H ..... ,done Would W~ to 
(..J or ~J d~ (,' 0' x) 

'" Cz. 
»1 f'1 

"" n 
w Kl 
(...s ~ 

'" Z}.. 

rs-";1 C>l 

'" :-~ 

(>cJ 
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Ycung POOPHJ Say that 10 be Gr1!laged In dllmOCfiK:Y Ih<1y n"'ld t~ i1 gs such as: 

intormatoo: 

oppor\U!lib~ to adiVltly ~ngagot i1 d~mocracy; 

an kJea about what can be acrieved realPstlcalN; 

acCQSS 10 the IntemGl, ~olocopiers, lite. 

t2 Wluil ilssiSlatfC .. or flficouragllmentdo yov ~~d from government .'cl t.'!ke 
:~ aclfon aboollM IsSIIIJS you fooJ paSllion,"(~ aboot! 

~leN IPeas 

BriSbar>(l Cily Council nss clava!oped 'Visible I r\k', 3 w9bsilg II'l1'ch ~ ~ .... s young 
pOOplc to Mve a say ifl the CDo,mcirs prOQrams. Tne wcIJsito conmms information 
about how young people can h~v~ thi!ir ~t.y, I!""'nt~ fry )IOLJrlg ~opl~, lin ~ to 

" 
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r';&()l!rC9S and a forum through which yOl..(lQ people can express theil oplIllons. 
Th(! Gouncrl hM aiM! provided young pe<lple with "'l"I!M ~found Ilfistlane ,'<here 
the~ ca" cometogetherto meet and oyganise activities and projects of intele5t In 
Ihl!l'11. Th959 iU9i1S .. r9 .. ccssiiblll to yoong ~plellfld W9Y TVSOUrcl/d Isw 
WWN. visiblo· in k .orgil. 

The VlCloI;an GOV\lfnrn~nt proouc~ a hand100k joy f'OlJIlg peopJe on haw they 
"'iIIl cre~tv chitrJgII irl U'lIIir community. Thll handboo~ provides suy~tions on 
how yJUr1g people can gel octivG on 0 project theyfGel passionate abolA, and I\0I.l1 
Vley can implement that projed {~ee WW'ti-YOIIIh,vic fIQ)/ .• Wpd!&'IYPljhfrlQ pdO. 

The Foundilliull joy Young A\lstraiiarl'S is a rlOll-proljl organisation d<i-dicaled to 
de~k>ping innovatlvg Initlal/vUS that slIppon an~ empml'gry<Jung P8OPI~ agO><! 12 
to 25. The Foundation provides seed-funding for ideas. proaclivaly (ro'.lks 00-
fundinQ to ~upport irli!iativ~~ tln~ h~lp.';!he recipients structlJ(~ IhernMlve5 to 
"n~ure long-term 8l1!1tainaoilltv_ Each year. the Foundation manaoe5 " portfnlio nf 
grants tol .. ~ng about $6 million AII .. ast 25% oflutal grant fundi"g is dO!'dicated to 
inltiatiws specWicalfy designed 10 booel~ young Indigenous Auslraiians (~88 
~~lI!\C!australian$,orq). 

~ Nt~ e.!:'\Ucv..\; ,-,,'" _'Sv<-_",M1-i <,>",1,: _+YI"H i (\ r1~M(f&"'1 ~ H 

----

N_e.w 1 . .:lft,1S. 

The Youth Electoral Study (YES) lound that parents are regard~ by yOUflg 
pwploio a. the rno~t mpurtant sour",,, 01 irliormation abaut voting. Tele"';sion and 
newspapers are the next most impol1anl, however YO\Jl1g poopkl Vi9W thw9latl9r 
SOUf~OS with soma scopticism. 

\.'" JS-~\'f------0, .. \,,--- -.1 ',\1\ <;i'S'Q1jS"w~ -, a'-~ 
\ 

---.-.-----
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oj\ I-VIut ,?l9can non-govemmenl fOWld<1tftmS. Of commun/ty'organ/saliooi{ p/'IY 
10. lIT gaffing youna people aotlYeand Invotved.Wrlh democracy? 

v !!W id~". 

The frWpife f'OUrldatlOO (~ee WWW.IQ8D1re.mgau) i:! a Illltlonai non-profit 
tOJlnMtinn wh d .. aims ICI crM-1e Opportun~i~ for young Austrll~"" 5 , prr. r.ip;liJy 
ag.;od b<'lW'Hln 1!l '!lid 25, to hIIJp Ih .. m~\II'v~s ~nd uthilfS. The FownrJ~li",) 
ackool'lledgee mat youno peOp~ wanl to make a positivc difference l1 tMir own 

N 



Ives and :n thei" oorrvnunit~s Y0lJ:19 fX'Ople are actively involved in the 
~VI'Ilo!Jmlinl and ~Jv(ll)l of all fh!l Foundation',. iniliativlii. Onli i"liti<tiv~, 
AGlNoW'. is (I web-based serJice that will prol'idc YQLrI\l pooplC with i1formation 
~nd ~uppml on how Ihey c~n he<:om~ involv<!d ;, i!!sue~ or caU~<!3111 thei" 
commurlity that th,.y irB p~5sionat~ iilbou! 

VitleWim Youth Services is a volunteer b(lsod, non-prolit ~outh 

, 
i1cludc' 

" ; 
which 5enlyoun9 

electicn. These 

-:-hc us Ad COIJncll j, ... non-prof~ crg"nl~ .. tion Wlllch pr<><luc"o, d;"\(ib<J"'~ ~"d 
promotes public S{)rvicc oG.mp3i<)ns on a ral\Q(l Dj issues. A raoant campaign. 
'Fight MaMequ;,i3m', locussed 011 improl'inQ youth civIC sngagem()t\t nnd \filler 
pllrticipation, It involved le""vL~ Mld r~dio ~ds "imed lit gettirl\j you,~ people 
Onvolved in i~SUM they care aboot, IKllunteering 11.00 voting {see 
www.fiulltnlan .... yu~. ism.grg). 

'Rock the VOle' is a non-prQfl organisation whiCh aimS to Mgag(! young pooplG in 
t~e political process in the United States and ctr~w attention 10 iOSUOG oj concern 
to )'Oun. p~ oplt!. It coordiMtM ~oter r~gistra.tion dri~e~ find edlJClltion e1t0r13 to 
~m;ur" yr" Jng f"'<'r" &xercise fIleir right to V<)(&_ Youth "u~ure \~ Mrr"~5<!d in the 
p-omoUon of its campaigns. man! 01 which feature higll prof'e celebriltes ,ncluding 
mlJSicians, actors, ilthletlil~ anc! comooians. In \h\l 2004 .. lGctions, 1.2 million 
~liIoplG tOOt<. advantaga 011110 orgMisaHoo's onllne VOlar rlilglstratkm i .cll~, ~nd a 
t~rthor 200.000 rogistered as npnrt oj the RQO~ the Vote Bll5 Toor acrO$S tile 
oountry (see WNW [QckVlevale.coml, 

------------------
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':jt<:i.d.I~UV\,".5 fOY w..aK'i.v.g /.l: 5.Kb",I.~w!'. 

There is no 001 form for Cl submission to the oommittee. Submissio/13 moy be m(lti() UGinQ 
th@inquiry'''_'pons''formorintheklrrnof;j letter, ~ suhstilnt;~1 pape' Of a ~hort 
docum<i'l1l.nd th~y may indud .. a~p"F1<Jk;es, Sul>rn;~sioilS may cony..~ facb>, opinions, 
srOU01ant!::me' recommendations for aC1joo. The most US(ltul submlssklns ara IQ th<i 
point 

The COmmitlco would profarwrittan submissions, but will also aGl)apl submi.reion5 on 
audio tape. For wtTtten subm;ss;oo .. , typ~ or printed text is prejerabk!:, lhouQh legible 
hand-Mitten Submissions are a<>:eptable_ NumOOed pages Md, for submis~ion5 in 
'"'x-= uf 20 pa!l\i~, a bri~t summary and .. table of oo"wnl~ is also helpful. 

A. submiss ions lIJust jnclL.lde!h@ name and wnlact details of thw person making the 
submissioo. ThOii<;l makir1!l ~ submission on b9haJ( of an olU~nisaticn "huuki indK:;l! .. at 
what leval the SubmiSSforl hD.(; been authoriSed (eg sub-commltteG, presldool, c:h3,/r, 91C.). 

Publk: offlcors may mal«ol submissions as prIYate i'ldMduals. How';lVer, If refllwn<:1I is 
made in a sl.!bmissioo to their Official po~ition, tt shouIQ also b() made olear tIlal !Ile 
submi53ioo ~ made in a private capacity. SubmiSSion:! from Qovemment dej)flrtments 
... houk! 00 "utnnri.5l'rl in ACt".nrd"",,~ wfth norm,,1 dP.P1'rtm ~ntal procedw ... 

Content "md relevance 
A submissioo may GOve, ~omll or aU 01 the is~ue~ raised in th~ respon~e form It wouid two 
Ilelpful l submissions dearly 01",1,,01 wllkll i~sues .. r~ Iw;n9 addr .. s~w. 

The ~OCYl1~ee'" usual proceJu~ i. to publicl~ ".~as .. and table sLbrrH.sion. in the 
L"llisl.lN"e Assembly. Not al ~ubmis5ions wUI n\/Ces~arily be published amilor laiJllld. Tt .... 
oommiltlKl resarvas lhe rlg/lt to nOI pubUsh or tabkl confidential subml!:Sions, or 
sUbmiSSion~ \\ttioh me irrcfcva.n1. oontain scurrilol.£ or defamatory mmcrial. or ara 
otherwi,e not 3LJiteble for plJblishino. The commj\\ee ...... 11 inform you ~ rt dOOIde3 not to 
accept. or nnl1<l "uthorL~" ~ ruhiir.l'!tion nl. ynur ~uhmis5i"". 

Co nllll .. .,\ i<il Ily 

TMe committee alt .. mpts 10 conduct H~ inquiri03s in ttN mosl open way possible. Hawaller, 
if you ~;"~a Ihat your submi,."ion (or part of it) should nul l>II maw public, ~i"a/I~ write 
'confldsntlal' on each pagE! and. In a brl9t covering letter, expla!n wny your submissiOll 
shoUld t«! treated cOlliidentiaHy. The committee wi. then consider)'OOl reqUQ5! for 
confidentiality. 

Unauthori"eo;l Aeleue 

Once th.) com{T1ille .. ""''' !vIIS a suunission, il be<."OIfi'" cOrllmitl¥ll properly ilIld should 
nul. be published w~t;out the committee'S authorisation. Publlcatl~'ssion 
withoutlhe commit!ee'~ authorisatKln means that that publx:atio~cted by 
Darli.!lm~nt'lry privilege and may im10unt in ~ r.on#lrnpt nt Parl;~menl 

All submissi0l15 liiMould be !ilint to 

:, The Res~rch DIrector 



Submissions clost! on W!dnesdllY, 30 Novt!mbt!r 2005 

F:cteMioos tQ tht! closi;,g date m~y be given. If)'Ju need m<Y1! tim~ 10 m~k ... a 
suL>rn ssioo, or ~ you r~uir\l iurrholr information, ~'(l(llact Ih" ""O";milt,,,,', s""r..t~li"l On: 

r"lepholW: (Ol) 3406 73()7 
Fax: (07) 3406 7070 
Email: ICSlrc!tQAdjameQl old ooy,au 

Copi~ 01 tlli~ pap~, and dll on"" ~Ii"al",ns by U,e Legal",nd ConstitutiOl1al Corrvn;tt~e 
ilrll ill'lIHable on the Inlemet via the comm~ee's home pa~a at: 
www.DarliamQnl.Q!d.ao~.a!J/(;Q1OO1itlQesflc®lrev.b1!T1 

-- ~-~----

NElm~: ~ .. t'\r;~".I:ocJe-r .. 
Age (:lptioMI):. 1.0." 

Add;e~s: yU ..... J~! ~hd,,'1C((l);(d. ~l:'nfle'i .Pan: .. (c.llt-:J~ 
Contact (~O' rnon~ nllmber)' 

Em~ il 




