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Ymu:r NAoles

Tha gim of 1his inguiry is 0 make practical reeommeandationsto
incroase the imarest and participation of young pecple in demacragy In
Quaensiand.
The cornmittes wants to hear from young people, in particolar, ahout:
& what is needed in Quaensiand;
#F o owhat will work,
& what wont; and

5 what ypu want to do ur experisnce,

We would alse like to hear from &l people in Queensland wic have an
intarast in young people, or in young pacple engaging in dernecracy.

Ta help vou to think atioul, disciss and respond 10 matiers relavant 1o
iha ingulry, we have 68t ot beiow some:

5 imsties; and

M examples of strategies suggested or tried alsowhare.




Votlng Spstém dnd Elzctoral Commiction Guesnsloni

Education/information
it is the jab of the Llectoral Commiasion Cueersiand (ECA) ta ensure that paople
enral and vole at slections. To do this, the ECO uses education and awansnass

pmgramsl[ QL. pmtcardb. pusters and schaol u;sns}

Meaw ideos

»  In 2008, Elections Canada partinered with Cable in the Classroom to develop a
new voter education pregram for students, including a contest challenging people
aged 16 to 18 to craate 30-sacond publc service announcaments on video talling
their peers why the demogratic process and voting ars important,

b The United Kingdom Flectoral Cammission's ‘Tio Palttics” aims to gat young
peaple invelved in democracy. | may be acoessed al; www depolilics co.uk. ‘Do
Folitics” vonducts warkshops and evants, and provides reseurces and Lraining
acroes the UK far yaung padple.

»  In Ausiralis, the Youth Electoral Study (¥ES) found that some incentivea would
attrari a first vote. Young peoplz said a 1ax break ar the use of promoational rock
cuncerts would e the most elfective incenlives, but there was atsa same suppord
for fhe notion that incentives should net be nesded as woling is a responsibiily

1hat comes with citizenship.

\ﬂrﬂaﬂrum&-ﬂmua an {olents Tt

Vater registratian
In Australia, sach persan must cormplele an enrolment fom ko regisiar o vola.

ﬂ How. coul e ECQ: makﬂ it easier: for yotlag, ;:m:-p!&afa sarol and ﬂm&
iEglsiarad fo vols? | )

Naw Idsas

b In saome countries, registration s done by the govarmment so that people are
autematicatly registerad when thay reach voilng age.  4An International repor by
the Institute for Domocracy and Electoral Assistance, Youlh Volor Paricipation,
sugpests autormatic registration by the government rather than it Being a duty of

eact cerson to enrl.

*  Qther Sountries cnable peogle to registor at a polling station on clostion day, of
on-ne.

v In Caneds, Elegions Canada identifies people who have turned 18 through
infarmation providoed by, for éxampls, the tax office gnd mator vehicle rogisters.

The Chet Elactoral Officer writes to these people ta ask them to confiem that they
am eligibte to vote and consent ko being included i the national register.
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Polling stations

InQuaeansland, poliing stations are usially lecated In schools or halls ang are apan
Letwoen dam and gpm,

a How could tha £CQ make: )t edslar for'vounyy beopleto tact thair vte?

MNow idoas
In recerd Canadian elections, Electiong Canada intreduced maore polls in lecations
o which young peopls have gasy 20cess, sulh a8 near student residences and

universlty neighbourhoods.
L]
v In Canada, poliing stations are open for 12 hours.,

Delagations from the Australian Electoral Commission and the Victenian Electeral
Compnission observed glaclionic voting provesses at vlections o the USa, UK

znd lreland botween 2000 and 2002, The delenatlene congidered the different
oplians that arc availzble, their advaniages and disadvantages and hew cach
opton would sult Australia’s voting ayslems. The delegations recommended e-
voling ba made Available ta cactain classes of volers including voters in Antarctica,

witars in remote locations, volers with a disability and overseas voles (ses
wndy g gov.ayd contentwhativolingfelectronic reouilindoe him ard
WY, 380, 0. AL contantiwharvoting/E-voting report.paty,

A recent repod of the Victarian Scrutiny of Acts and Beguiations Qommittes,
Victorian Clactronis Demaocracy, considered slectronic voting. It recommended
that Victorian elections should not be conducted rermotely via information and
comimunicalions technologies in the near future, but idenlilied the fullowing key

advantages of ramotg voting gystems.

easy access for travallers and disabled people;

providing an inferlace for oiher lectinologies such as screen readars, Braille
computers, magnilicrs or giternative data entry 8ystams;

allowing fcr the sasy gnd cheapn distrioution of ballot papers in difterent
languages,

natantancous prasossing, and

allowlng voters 1 access a wide rangs of other information whils considering
and casting thair vots,




Advance voling

Currently i Queensland, if you can’t vole at your nearest polling booth on the day
ot a atate afaction, sgecial arangements can be mads for you m casi your vota,
such as by advance vafing in persan of postal vating. These optians are available
fn only some circumstances - for example, if you: will be interstate on polhng day,
have a disabiliy; or can’t vote on that day because of religious bellafs. For furthar

Information, see M!_ugﬂau
1 i I

Waw idaas

b Inthe UK, costal voting 1 aveailable to any eligible voter on requast. A person may
apply tor posla! vating for & panivular electon, for a certtain perod of ime o lar alf

futire elactions.,

v Taladlitaie voling, the state govermment gould daclars the day of a state glection
& nublic holiday or schedule an cleation for a dav ather than 2 Saturday.

v nduture, it electronic uoting were o be introduced, for example, it nead not be
NECESSATY ' have an e[er:hnn day’, with all voles cast on the sanie day. WVaoting

cauld take place, lor EJ'::I"I[.ﬂE—.', uver an 'election week’,

Closc of raills
Currcnily, after o slate slection 15 called, people have between 5 and 7 days o
registarto vote.

Dy think yaony padnle coukt bq draaqgagmgfedﬁrﬂmﬁ Wﬂ&nﬂ ﬂppadunny
a féimnrolattar si Slechiom S oalfad s s i

Mewr ideas

v Priof to the 2004 fegeral slection, the Special Minister of State, Eric Abetz
praposed that:

v tha elecloal el be closed to new voters on the day the slectien wiits would  be
issuad (Lsually the gay the election is announced); and

v peopl wishing to change thelr enralment dedails be given three days ta do 500

This proposal did not pracess as it was not supported by the non-government
parties.




a&'d?’ Ry f‘I;FH

T T T L R e I e I L T S T R S e e T R R R A W B T P

Flxod slaction day
in Qucensiand, there is no fixed cloction day for state elections.

A fixed oloction doy could aliow imgreved clvies educallon coureas, mocfc-elections

and other slralegies encouraging young pecple's engagement with elections to bo
planned in advance (see Milnery. For example, a fixed alaction day would allow

Pivigs educators to plan and conducl their courses in parallal with an eeclion
sampaign,
Do you think imigroyed éivics sdication fs & wwfbwi'?fta reasun for gwemmenl‘
" fo conoidar g ehahge 1o fixed 1o elections?:

Hew woas
in Quaeansland, elections for all logal govermment authorities are generally hetd
avery four years on the last Saturday in Maren.

[ J;Jt’, -3 fa y l,_ir_'}l\.,kh‘,-\u 1&.‘{ E‘_H!ltr\

Maw vating aystem
I Queens'and, a system of optional preterential voting 13 used. A tacl shast about

P is availabla from: wow ecg .gld.gov.all,

Bo you. ihinke young paapra would b, o el ta: vote if the voling systom
Was. -::hanged so.that candidates SN &, Caraln igatias of pamcu!ar mrargﬁf
lo i peap.fe WEL"B fmore ﬁﬁre!}f fa: gef eiecned anrf have a vdice I

wariamend?.” R

Maw ideas

Appendix D cantains a revised version ot 2 paper prapared for an inguiry, Hands
ot Parfiament by the Legal and Constilutional Committee of the previous
Farliwment. Il provides information abou our voting syslem and ways it might be
changed {0 provide more diverslty in candidates who might e alacted,

Ag in Quaensland, the voting system in the UK makes it very ditttoult tor
candidates from minor parties to get electad. In May 2005, soms 500,000 school
students in e LK voted in a moek eleclion 1o voincide with the general elections,
Tha studente voted for the actual candidates. The regults ehowed that the
atudenia were atlracted to parties which ran candidates on cerlain issues; tor
axample, siudants whao felt passionata atout the anvirnnment wated ‘of the Grasn
Pary., Despite failing o have a single candidate returnad in the genaral elections,
the Green Parly secured 45 out of a possible 349 seats in the mock election,

Proportinnal reprasentation voting, whieh is used for Sanate eleclions o Austrakia,
provides greater opportunity for minor parties to win seats.
‘56:' : *
\ Y;:_-S '.’u‘-:f f (rl"i/g Iﬂ}':_.i”fr _JIUE?:___ ‘CC}"}' J?T'Clqu-'l'ﬂl't‘F‘L':r( I'S
fj copse, 0 Tesewt ve gt &F Fhe  beovie ol bl
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Voting age
In Australia, you must be 18 years ofd lo vole, The minimum voting &ge in cther
courdries rtangss from 15ta 21,

The mmimurm agﬁ set by the law far ather activities are listad in appendsx 1

ﬂ berkﬂ&ﬂmﬁ"ﬁﬂﬂi’ '5: A e g
valing.age: wbma%ed, Seuld voling: ,ai“:bﬂ e be

P I e

Maw fdeasg

v In April 2004, follawing a project on the age of electoral majority, the Unied
Kingdom Electural Commission recommendad that the minimum age for all levels
of voting In publlc slections in the UK ramain at 18 years for the time being. The
UK Elcetoral Gommizsion advised, however, that it expected to undertake a
turtrer tormal review of the minimum voling age withine a furher five o seven
years, It encouraned the government fo consider initiating a wider review of the
age ol majarity.

v in 2000, a report an changing social and legal frameworks or young Australians
lound that, deapite some interest in getting mare invoblved in their community and
it government decision-making processes, young peaple were quite reluctant to
claim the right and responsibifity of having the vois younger than at age 18. Tha
migjurily (74%} of young pecple invalvad in the research said thal they were not
raady or Interasted in gettianinvoI\.red in fammal political trocasses such s woiing
befora thoy wore 18. Their parents agrasd, with & majority (619%) suggesting tha
young people are not matute enough and net interested in voting betore lhey are
18, and that young people iinder 18 have ather pressuras to cantront and contend

with [see Carson, Fitzgerald and Rocle),

» Cormpultgery vorlng was introduced in Queensland in 1914 and by the
Gammenwealth in 1824. Research by Milncr (published in Sivie Literacy: How
Informed Gilizens Mske Demacracy Work, Universrty Freas of New England,
Hanover, 2302) indicates thal the effect of infroducing comoulsory voting in
Anstralia was to bring about 5 23% overall increase in voling.

%‘ _wuat 18 (5 gl : no

Eolcitien

Education in schools

In Qucensland schools, there i ne subiec! called “oivics aducabion’ or ‘Tilizenshin
educalin®. Primary and secondary students [sarn ahout democracy, including
parliament, govermmen] and eleclions, i & number of ditferent subjects. Students
also axperignce demacracy at school, far exarnpde through glecrions 1or schoot
councll members and/os school [gaders.

Educatlcn about democracy
Additional educational opportunities relsvani to democracy include:
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” ; v vistts 10 the Queensland Parliamen?, o 10 a regional sitting of the Cueensland
Farlizment, and aducat|onal activities provided by Parliameniary Educat:an

I: . 2
it Services; and

electoral educativn activities conducied by the Australian Electoral Commission,
sLch a8 gchool vislte.

i For stugdents
: Vitat: worked. e

i p;apara you So ﬂTa.l‘ wu .-arsh We!f mfamw and conﬁ‘d it about
” demosrioy? SRR CIRE e

| 'J For teachiera
? How does yourschool anproach aivica edur:aﬁan and pragiice; den:may‘?
¥ How coidld stidents Bebetfer freparsi fodfmanain demacricy?- _

Mew icdeas
' in previeus inquines, the Legal and Constitutional Committee and the Legal and
Constitutional Gomimitteas of tha 49th and 50th Parliaments have made
i recommendations about civics educatineg in Queensland, Similar
; facommendations have been inade by imany other Austrafian bodies in recent
years. A list of some of these rocommendations is set gut in appendix C.

*  The Constitutional Contre of Western Australia was eatablishea 1o cneourage-
i peopie 0f all ages to iearm about the Westarn Australian political systerm and how
' fo actively participate in it |t offers displays on the Constitution and aspacis of
sittzenship and political history. The Elsctoral Education Cenine is lecated witkin
e same cumplex, and provides ipteractive programs allowing people tocast a
vats, digcovar tha origing of demeacrasy and understand how the voing systsm

works {sce wwnw.coentre waaov guiindes itm). Programa. presentod in ways

wiich engaege young peaple, are also canducted tor achool students vigiting the
Centre. Teacher resnurce Kits complement each prograrm. Resourcs baxas on
varioug topics are avaitable to schuols inremote areas. In addition, the
Constitutional Centra has developad an 'Qut Reach Program’ which invelves g
network of local peoplz in rural and romote areas of Western Austraia providing
programs 1o students in those areas. Some programas are apecthc to Indigenaus

comrmnitias
v A Civics and Citizenshlp Edugation wabshe (which Incorporates a pravicus

i . "‘Discovaring Demegracy website) is www.civicsandeitizenship.cdy.au.

/ ; » Kids Voting LISA' is a national non-profit, non-parisan organization that ieachess

| | students about cillzenship, civic respansiallity, democracy and political

: participation. Together wilh classroom acthvities, sludents are provided with an

vpporiunity to cast a ‘Kids Voling' ballat an election cay, and they vole on he

same candidales and issues as adults. in 2004, 1.5 million studenks fmed out ta

i vobe for presidentizl, lueal znd state candidales. Areas wilth a «ids Yoling USA

! pregram have showed a voting rate for regisiercd 18 year olds which 1s 4%
higher thar fot non-paricipating areas. See www kidavolingusa.org/,

: b As part of lhe Kids Voting USA senvice, 'DoubleClick Democracy’ {see
| woanw. kldsvatingusa. org/DoubleClielyintra.asp) was devetoped to aiiow students 1o
i participaie In an authentic voting sxperiense using a wab-based votirg system.
Tha onling ballets replicate the candidates and issuss adults vote for, and prowide




ol

studants with praciice ballois which have Iinks to candldate biographies and other
resources. About 35000 sludents participated duning the 2004 oresidential
plections,

v Teens M2 Palitics is a US-based wabsite which offers young poople an
apportunity ta participate in discussion forums on topics such as tha econamy,
rareign policy, yeneral poliical issues, animals and the envirooment, Pravision is
glse mads for young pagpla t contribute 19 discusslens undar the banner of ‘lefi

wing chiat’ and 'right wing comear’. Seo v teensnapchitics com/fonims/.
% _Sdools slechion exutd he simite ihe Mt £ na3
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Tihe Politienl Slskou ang Politielong

Political parlies

The 2004 Young Australian of the Year, Hugh Evans, has suggeated thal young
pecple feel shut out of mainstream party politics.

The fomer Queensland State Youth Advisery Council told the committee that the
issues addransand by polibical parties, par‘tLruI.arIy at election tima, ae dominated by
those re!e'-ranl o ulder pec-ple ang aur agemg populatuan

Mew idaas

v r Arizdne Viomen, a lecturer ai the University of Sydney, researches young
peuple and politics.  She weites thal, The une arca of padicipalion Ihat eoaing
tow far young people, and Indeed for most Alustraliang, iz mambarship of golitleal
parties. Fathar than labeliing party membarahip decling a2 apatiy, we ought to
ses how unappealing polilical parties have become. And it is up 1o parties to
‘nvofve a new generation. This might not be by way ol formal membarship;
[nstead, partics might consult yeung people onissuss relovant (o their fives” (see
Yramen).

v Inthe US, a natienyide study of youlh attitudes found that young peopls were

aailve In thair commun itics but not soncernod about politics. As an sutcoms of
that sludy, a strateqgy adopled to re-connect youth to demosracy is that, during
electon campaigng, the media offer youth-moderated candidate debates {see

Matioral Association of Secretaries of State).
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Paliticians
Many research sludies in Australia and intarnationally reveal that young neopie are

cyrival aboul the vebaviour of nolticians.
How fan pohtraf&ns themﬁefm m:tare fh-a fadh of . ;mung pﬂqufp in
l( democracy?

MNew icess

Dr Ariadne Yromen szys that politicians only consider young peaple when they
presant & problern; thal young people tend o be tatked about rather than talkad
with; and thal yourg people's perspeciives are rarely included in public debale.
Dr Vromen suggests thai what |3 neaded is direct evidence of young people's
adperisncas and arguments Based on such evidencs (§a6 Vromen).

In1he United States, Canada and the United Kingdom, where voting 1an't
compulsary, it has haan shown that cortact with political parties and candidates is
ar important element of ‘gel-uu-the-vote’ strategies. Fallawing the 2061 British
general glection, the UK Electoral Commission identified a lack of canvassing by
polltlcians as a likely reason {or dissatisfaclion (and low turngut) ameng firgl-time

YOS,
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s { hm Ghowd Ao S e 'Q}d_a,pﬁﬂw.i ek x qwjm-v»}ﬁ_._

L

g PEEJFLE i tie C-clwr.vu.umii:ij

Beglng heard

While young pedple may be wmed off politics as it currently aperatag, many
studies and survaya have found that young people ara very infersstad in political
igsues important 1o them. Thea challangs for governments is by engage with yaung

perople, and the first Ihing that wouey people say is that they want 1o be haard,
Mave you used any of the gaverment opportunifies fa voice your opinfcns
2 aboutissuss? How eifaciive was jt?



New ideas

v InWestern Australia, the Civics and Citizenstup Unit in the Depariment of Premier
and Cabinel aims to enhance democracy In that state through civies education
ang tha promalion of an active aftizenry. he goat iz 8 community where all

Weatern Australians are valued as citizens, where they play a significant rols in
setting policy priorities and where they hslg shapa the nature of their soclety (sae:

wiww. Cilizenscapa.wa, qov.auf,

v DrAriadna Vromen suggests that, ‘Yaung peopls have a broad range of
ecinomic, social, and political experiences’ and thal we need lo “create incusive
forms of governance that recognise and buld upon different ways of making
communities. Those In power nead 10 igien to voung paople more, and young
paople’s diverse views and experiences need o be articulzled in the media’ (see

Vremeny.

s e 8 . o e
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MNew id=as

*  In 2003, the Commission for Childran and Young People was invited to participate
in & committea for the development of a sports and recreation facility lor young
peaple on Calm 1sland in North Queensland. The Commission underlined the

imporiance of the committee asking yvoung peaple whal they wanted, The sue
Jor the Conarmnission was nul 0 much how do wa Involve childran 1n the bullaing

of ihis facifity"but rathar "how do wa gat the facility the chitdren want?”,

v In 2003, in Parramatia in Sydney, a Youth Jury presented young pecople with
praciizal oppadunities to learm and discuss the diverse interesls and concems ol a
wide variety of young people avross the Parmamata region. Partleipants learned
about teamwork, negoligtion skille and the powers of gavernmaent. This ocnadled
therm. to formm realistic recommendations o support the neads of the collective

youth of Parmameatta.

Tho aim of the Youth Jury was o assiat with bridging racial infolerance and
cuftural divarsity among young people of Parramatia.

The recommendations of the Yauth Jury were aimsad at key government and
community organisations of Parramatta,

%‘ﬂ Hh[fr}_[_,, . T T i e e e e
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)H/ Taking action
Young people want 1o be actively involved in democracy. Voting at elechons is only

|U| one way of being involved in a democratic saclety.
i WEichof he oloing scivis have ol caied oo o s 1o gy
{” oul?
I
r‘f: Activity Hﬁif:?e "‘Li“'ﬂn'lﬁﬁ"
l!la | Valumesnng & fuct
|l|| | Initiating or participaling in & local goulh poojact Rl &1
!ii?lil i Initiating or sigeeng & patition S £
!.:;5 ! Attending a ially or protest ¥ #
i Taking part in a stike £ @
Boing & mombcr of 5 pelitoal party Y i
: Bedng & roermier ol 8 lrade arioe 1 |
! !;'{ Boing & member ot 4 Btudent urion &= 3
; E-Ei , Belng a member of a non-govemment
Jlj' organisation wiich Iobhies govemmont (c.q. The &7
| Wildemess oclaty, Sannexsty Intematicnat,
| Gregnpesoe)
Contagung a poliean or lecal govermment (2a]
councilior
, Pasticipating in & Youth Parlament T =
Being involved in & Youth Couneil ] (=
=] ]

Seing invaived In an grganigation which saeks to
repreasnt the views of young pecple (€.Q. Young
Avsiralian Rural Metwor)

Young pecpie say that to be engaged In democracy they need things such as:
v intormation;

i r  opporunities to actively engage in democracy;

|| ) b a0 idea aboul what can be sehieved realisticaliy;

N Y ospAces in which k meet and discuss; And

B » accass to the Intemet, photccoplers, elc.

. @ What assistance or ancowagement do you need from govemmenr b taka
' #E action about the lssues vou fasl passioriate aboul?

Mew |geas

' v Brisbane City Councll hige developed “Visibla Ink', a wobsilg which aiows vouny

"' people to have & say in the Council's programs. Tne websitc coniains information
about how yoeng pecie can have their say, events for young paaple, inks o



rasources and a farum through which young peopls can express their opinions.
The Council has al=o provided young neaple with arzas around Brisbane where
they can come together to meet and organise activities and projects of inlerest o
themn. These areas are accazsible o young peopls and well rescumed (sea
www visthte-ink.argl),

v The Vietorian Governmend produced a handbook (or young peaple on how they
can create changa in their community. The handbook provides suggestions un
how young peoplc can got aetive on 3 projoet they feei passionate abow, and bow

they can implement that projert (3ee o, youth.vic gov awpdis TYP Seotilodf).

v The Foundalion for Youny Aystralians is a non-profit organisation dedicaled to
daveloping innovativa inlfiatives that support and ampower yeung people aged 12
10 25. The Foundation provides saed-funding for ideas, proactively sceks co-
funding fo suppart intfiatives and helps the recipients strusture themasaelves 1o
ansUre bnn-tenm susiaimability. Each year, the Foundation manages a porffolio of
grants totaling aboul 38 million. At least 25% of tota! grant funding is dedicated to
inttiatives specllicalfy deslgnad o benalit voung Indigancus Australians (sse
wiw, youngaustralizng. arngl,

N’ Needd educoki oo Rpouwdeady aal_tnet in Ckf_,Mflrci‘bjc e

a Wit rofe i Fmifites .anr.f fnem.fsr pfafy m gs!img" "m.mg peapfe Mm afid
onad with dems:rcr,sﬂy? e P

Mew ideas

b The Youth Electoral Stugy (YES) found thal parents are regardad by young
people as the rmost impurant seurcs af information abaut voting. Television and
nawspagers are the naxt most Imponant, howavar young paople view these fatler

sourzcs with somo geopliciam,

rb«_'ﬂmllg, ’;E"\ ﬂ LNL \ﬁ&@t“u% W e e c

Wit role can non-govemment foundatfons. or communiy: arganisaffona play
T QORInG youny pecbie active and ibvolved. with democracy?

MNew ideas

v The nspire Foundation (ses yaiv  napre crg aul i a netional non-profit
foundatinn which aims 1o create apportunities for voung Australians, orincipally
aged belween 18 znd 25, 1o help themselves and vthers, The Foundation
acknowizdgas that young peopie want to make 4 positive differenae In their own

i
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lives and in their communities. Young people are actively invalved in the

, develogmant and dellvery of all the Foundalion's inifiatives. One initietive,
ActMNow', s 3 web-based service that wilk provide voung paogle with fermation

and suppar on haw they can betome involved In igsues or caUses inthgir

community that they are passionate about.

VieWire Youth Services is a volunteer based, non-profil youth mediz and training
arganisatioh which provides young people aged between 16 and 34 with an onling
torn through which they can access information on a ranga of topics, participate
i disuussions with olher youny people and become invoived in the exchanga of
information with other young pecple (ses www.aibawiranat). Racent initiatives

include ‘electionTracke:' (526 voaw glecuaptracker. netet!) which sent yaung

people out on the campaign trail as reporters in the 2004 Federal election. These
ieports were utilised by six radic stations, 3B3 and ABC news.
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v The US Ad Counell is a nen-prefit orgeniaglicn which preduges, distribules and
promotes public Scrvico campaigns on a rango of issues. A recent campaign,
Fight Mannequiniam’, focussed on improving youth Sivic engagemoent and votor
participgtion. It involved lelevision and radio ads aimed al getting young people
nualved in issues they care about, volunieering and voting {see

sy, Fighilmanneguinism.arg).

v 'Rock the votg' is a non-profit organisation which aime to engage young paopla in
tha political process in the United States and draw aftention to issucs of congom
to young people, It coordinates voter ragistration drives and education etfoss to
eNSUre yoling people sxarcise their fight to vote. Youth cullura & harressed in the

; pratmotion of its campaigns, many of which feature high profile cetebrifies neluding

: musicians, acigrs, athletes and comedians, In the 2004 elections, 1.2 million

roople ook 2dvaniage of the organisation's onllng voter reglstration fzclity, and &
{urther 200,000 registered ag apart of the Rook the Vote Bus Tour across the

oountry (aee vy fockihevats . com).
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cuidrllnes for making a sibmissine

Thers is no 5ot form for & submigsion (o 1he committeq, Submissions may be made using
the inquiry response form or in the form of a ledter, a substantial paper or a short
documenl and they may nclude appendives, Subrnissions rmay contain facts, opinions,
araguments and recormmendations for action. The mest usaful submissions are to the
goint.

The commites would prefar written submiassions, but will alse accept submissions ob
audio tane. For wtitten submizsions, iyped or printed texd is prederable, though legible
hand-writlen submissicns are acceptable. Numbered pages and, for submissions in
wxcess of 20 pages, a briet summary and a table of contents s also helpful,

All submissions mwrst include the narme and contact details of the person making the
submissien. Those making a submission on behalf of an organisation should indicate at
what ievel the submission has been authorized {eg sub-committeq, gresident, chafr, atc.).

Fublic offlcore may make submissions as private individuals. Howaver, if reference is
made in a submission to their offigial position, it should aiso be madc cloar that the
submisaion is made in a private capaciy. Submissions from govemment depermants
should be actharised In accarance with narmal departmental procedure.

Content and relevance
A submission may cover same or all of the issues raised in the respanse form. I would be
helglul i submissions clearly stated which issues are being addressad,

The commities's usual procedure is to publicly refease and table submissions in the
Leyistatve Assembly. Mot ait submissions will necessanly be putlished andfor taldaed, The
committea resarvas the right to not puklish or table confldantial submissions, or
submissions which arg irreicvant, conlain scurriious or gefamatory matertal, ar are
cthenwise not suitable for publishing. The commities will inform you if it decides not (9
accept, or not 1o authorise the publication of, your submission.

Condiderstialily

The commities attempls o conduct its inquiries in the most ooen way possible. However,
if you believe that your submission {or par of it} showld nut be made public, clealy write
‘confldantdal’ on cach page and, In a brlef covering letter, explain why your submission
should be treated confidentially. The committae will then congider your request for
confidentiality.

Unauthorised Release
Once the commillea receives a sebmissian, it becomes committes propery and should

m_:i be pubiiched without the commitee's authorigatien, Publrcatmrssion
without the ¢commitiee’s authorisation means that that publcatia cled by

partiamentary privilege and may amaunt ta a contempt of Parliameant.

 All sibmissions should be sent to

. .The Resazrch Diragtor

Legal. Constitutional and Administralive Raview Committaa
: _F'E_lrllamenf Hause, Gaorge Strapt

“BRISRANE QLD 4000
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Bubmissions close an Wednesday, 30 Movember 2005

Fxtansions to the closing dale may be given. If vou need mors time o make a
sulrngsion, or i you require furher information, contact the cemmilles's seerolarial o

Telephone: (07} 3408 7307
Fax: {07} 3408 7070

Email: [oare@ garia ment,old gov.ay

Copies of this paper and all eiher publications by e Legal and Constitutional Committes
are avzilable on the Infernat viz the commities’s homa pago at;
wwiw parliament.dld. gov. auicommittees/egalrav. him

N3s ™etatls

Meme: @ M(.-M! nele. .

Age [aptional): g
Address: Y1 LA fh{}q[ DJM{I:-ﬂ Liugs Gt ltj:'rm1 LJL Pﬂﬂ:‘f f‘l'l[f'FQ_

Contact (.. phone nlimber)
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