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Yol<r '/Di.u 

The ~im 01 this inquiry i. to make practical t"@'C01l1menrilltioM1o 
..... ..rM~e (h ... 'riterest Md participation 01 y01l'1(1 p .. mple in r!emncracy in 
QlJM!'I~MlcL 

Tha committee wants to hear from young poopl .. , Inpanicular, about: 

B wh~t is needed in Queenslarx!; 

tj; what VIiI work; 

:fi what won'l; and 

t, wM.t)'pU want 10 &:> or axpericncC, 

Wc wOUld also iko 10 hoor from all pCOp/o in QuOOI'l6Jand wOO havG all 

Interest'ri YOUflI;: people, or in young peopl9 engaging In democracy, 

To r....ip yotJ to thi.;k Moot, "i'CUM Md ;,,~pond to m~tt~'" lelev..nl to 

the inquiry, W8 have Mt out belaw same: 

;;. i~SU9~; and 

I"~ examples of strategie~ suggested or tried el3eVltlere, 



Educmionllnfonnmion 
It is ~l~ job of :he ElilCtoral Comrois;liion Qu",.m~laml (ECQ) to iOSUrB that peopio!! 
enrol arld 'lOt" at glocti<ms, To do this, the ECO uSGS ooucallon and iWareni,.s 
programs (e.g, poolC<l./'dS, postero and schOOl vizits). 

A ~~'~~~~~'ff:'{'~~":~ 
Nllw jd",,~ 

In 2003. Elootions Canam. partllered with Catoo in the Classroom to dal'lllap il 
new voter education program Jar students. 110lUding a oonteGt ohallongin~ people 
aged 16 to 18 to CM~ 3(]..sO!COOd publie seIVice MI\OUr"JO'Iment3 on mea tetting 
tMl pe<'lr$ why th~ democratic proco!!~s and Wlt;ng a~ important 

Th~ Un~w KIngdom ElJOoC10fat COOYnI!l!Olon's'Oo Politic,.' aims to gil young 
people Invo!voo in democracy. It may bo acoossed at: W\WJ,QQpo.l~lcs,C9,\!1';. 'Do 
Polrtic:s' oorKIucts wOi'kSh0p3 and events. and pro~ides lesouroC1l and tminin'1 
acrD:SS the UK for young ~I"'. 

In Australia, the Youth Electoral Stooy (YES) fWlld that some 'lCen~\IeS wOOd 
atlr.K:1 a llrsl vote. Young ~Ii 5ilid a tax break or th~ uoo of ).'f0l11Otiollal rock 
concerts wollld be the moot effcotivs incen1i~es. but there WaR, also some support 
10( tile notion that iooer1ti...e3 Should oat be needed as >'OtinQ is n reGponsib~ity 
\h;!)1 com",~ with citizer;ship. 

~ /(f ..-.-Ad CF..I &'0 ......... 1 "1til.''"''< ,j t..-v &,t;.,. .... ~,.;; ~.d 
---,,--, ... ,_>4.<, __ k: 17J<A':; iTlr ..... _/d:.:~<y~_.?r:o"'-'~"f" 
cl~.,.oh ' J __ 

Voter rtglstri!ltlon 
In Australia, oaCll person mLlS! complete an enrolment form to reQiSter to >'Ote, 

NewidMS 

In oome countries, registration is done by the government se that people am 
autcmatrcaUy registersd when the¥ reach I'Ilting age. An !n!emationai repCl1 by 
llll! Institul" 11>1" n...nocracy and F~!oral Assi5tan<:e, Youth Votp.r P~rlir.i~tion. 
sUYY!i!sls itulOlmtli<: r"1l"'tralio/", by lh .. QUVlIrrIn",,1 raUler th .. n it t.ling it duty 01 
()aoh person 10 eorol. 

Olh~r ~""ntril'.' "'Mble renrJl' 10 reGi~tf" at a pal i ng ~tati<>n on el"".tioo My. or 
on'~n<iI, 

In Ganudn, iOlections Gannda. iaentihes people who have turned 18 tr,lou\tl 
inimm"jinn ~r<wiOOrl by, tor ,,~amfl~, jh~ t~~ off(;1' arod molm v~hid" TP.G ~ter~ 

Trw Chi",1 Eli'Clor~1 O!li<: .. r writ~s tu tll\lS~ ~ .. upl .. 10 ask th~n 10 wnrirm that tMy 
are al giDie to VOIG and ConS(Illl to being inoluded in the nallonal rG<:jl3ler. 
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Polting stations 
In QueenslDnd. pollir1g matioM are u:lUlllly ~ated in oohools or MII$ Dnd me open 
between 8am and 6pm 

I How 00iJ1d tM EGO mh~ rtJi:u;{erhryooNiffCprS:to ear:;( if>i'Jir,Iidt(!~ 

New ideas 

In roc,mt Canadian &Iections. Ejections Canada Ir1troOuCQd morg polls in locations 
10 whiCh yourlQ pcoplo Mvo eElSY oocass. such na near ~tudent rMdences ana 
uIlIYer3ity neighbrn.moo~ . 

• 
~ Canada, polln g stati:) rlS "n_ open for 12 hours 

Der",gations from th .. Austral an EI~OI:a1 Comml$sion and too Vi<.1<>r;"" Electoral 
Commission DbEi<l!Ved electronic voting processes at alflctions In lhlJ USA, UK 
and Ireland between mea and ~OO2. The delegations ool13idered the different 
options that are II.vllil"b lloo , their a.dv~nt"!l~~ and dMd\I~ntage~ arod now Mch 
""tion WOl~rl suit Auslr"'ia's voling sy.o;t..m~. The delegations r~r.ommerv1ed ",. 
'o'Gli"!l be maw aw.il~bl~ tu C"Jlj,,, cla~s~ of VOhlfS incWng voters in Anlarctic ~, 
'lOwr. in r'l!Tlot~ ,1ocillions, vo\1;If1; with a disabi)'ty and oversw~ vm",s (~"" 
www.it,,-c,gov"?UI'_QQr.)Ie!lV'!JhWVQtiOQLeleC1!<;>nIQJeP9(IIJ.odex,-hlm and 
\WoW .ilCC.QOv 001 cQr\1eotiwhatfY?tipg/E·yoti09 reoort,o(jf). 

A ,,,",,pnl '''''f"''''' "f I .... Victo,ia n &cruliny "f Act~ Mrl R.o.aLII"Ii<>n~ ('.ommjtJ~,.. 
V.dOrJan Efeclronj,:: Dt>mocr,,"Y, consid~red electr<:t1 ic voting. 1I rec:o.'1lmooded 
that Vic10rian \I1\Icllon. should not b~ condo.Jct~d fI.mot~ly via iflf0rm3tion ar<! 
comm unicatlons tOO!lnOlogies in the near itl1ure, but iden1~ied tM folowlr"IQ key 
advantages at remote I'<ltin\l systems: 

easy occcs~ fOr travellcrs and diso.bkld people: 

orovl~g an inter1ace for other teohliOlogles such as scregn mad9ls, Braille 
computers, magnhlls Of allemative dala entry system$: 

[ljiowing tonhe eOM and crn::ap distribution 01 031101 p~rs in diflcrent 
lang~gM: 

inatBntanBOUS prooe~~irIil: and 

allowlIlQ voters to acooss a wide f!lnge at other information while oonsidering 
i\f"Id casfrog th" .. V<"J\e, 

• 



Advance voting 

C\;,mnliy in au .... ''''I>iJ1d, ~)'Qu 1:at1"t voW at )'QUf ~ar .. sl pulling bo<Jth un th<l <.lay 
of El. S',ate e!ection, special arrangcme!l1:;; can 00 mado jar y<lu to cast your vote, 
such a~ b~ advance veling in p!!rsOl1 or po,~rnt voting. TheM options are av~~able 
in only some circumstances· for e:<ample, ~ you: will be interstala on po!bng d~y: 
havIII a disabHity; or can't votll on that dilY OOca.usa 01 naUgiQUs blinlllf. . For further 
Information, see www.ooo,qld.QOY,O\!. 

New ideas 

In the UK, polllal voting is available to rmy eligible voter on request. A pelSon may 
"pP~ for po. tal voting IQ(" pou1iwlltr ~1"";liun. IUI"" ~ certain ~riod 01 time or Jor all 
future election~, 

To filCllitilla voUng, th .. itate governmenl could doclara the day of a statl> .. tllClion 
a publk: holiday or schodulc 1lI1 election tal a day Olhor 11"1311 il Saturday. 

In ftrtur~, if "'~lronic V<lti1g WB1B to he intrnd,.r.Bd. for ... ",,,mp!B. ~ """d IIOt ~ 
nectlssaryto have an 'eJectial day'. wilh all votes cast on the Mme day Voting 
could talw plocw, lor ~u",p!t., uv"," ~n 'ellK;tion week', 

" --_ .... -.---

CIO$e of roll$ 

Currently. after a 31ate election is called, people ha"" between 5 and 7 days to 
reQi.t", to \K"I;~. 

It ,~.iJ:r)/Nl)ifJl(,}tlp~~~,Cf;lr!fd'."o1'~.j.I:t!!f'JI~~tf1,~,~t:f4:~pPai1iJiI~ 
• frJ~'8/f6am'eJ(idjd1;i$;C<)!fM!l' , " i ,,:, ; .. / " :., ,,'. " 

New ideas 
Ptior ta t~G ~ fed~al election. the Special Minister of Slate, Em AbOlZ 
prap.1Md tllal~ 

Ih .. eiectoral "" ba ctosw;! to niW voti/rs 00 th .. dayth .. Ii1I9Ctkm writs woukJ be 
issUGd (usually the day the election is announcod): and 

peapIP. wi1<hin<J to cnar;ge their enrolment oot ... i~ be given thre~ d"Y" to rill so. 

J his propoolll did not procee<1 ~,. il "'''5 not . ., 'Pf"Ylp.d by th" rmn-gov!!rnmef1l 
parties 

" . ,I",")'!' k j. '-"_'1" U --.... ,,-----_. ----, --, 
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FI:r;~d 1IIIICIlon day 
In Queenslal'ld, ,!'lore is no ri~cd cloction day for state creations. 

A rl~ed alectlo~ day oould allow Improved oNcs ooUClafloo courses, mook~lectloos 
aM other strat~ies encolll'aQing young peOple'3 engaaement witn etectiOll3 10 be 
Flan"etJ in advance (~ee t..frlner). For example, a fl_ad "'''ction day wouki albw 
civic. e<iK;~"'rs 10 ~Ian 'ilnd comjucl thO/ir C'w,,;e~ in parallel with;;on ~Iic" 
campaign. 

i ~~:::~:=~':::f!fg/i/;:X1J~~,WfJiI~,rf:~~Il:,ftr;,~(Nilm~ll! 

New ideM 

In OIJ~lim'land. e!GcUom; 10r all local gOV9fJ1'll<Or1t ;outhorili~s ... rll \!Wlllraliy hald 
evtlry four yen,s nn Ih" 13S1 S~tlJrd(ly in Mnrr.h. 

'" - d"'~L &." ;;tx,,", d<Je;. __ ~>d~"00-
&< 

N.:lw voting system 
In QuocT11)lnlld, a system 01 optional p(eterential VQlng ~ uneo. A tact 311COt Qwut 
'OPV' is ava'''''hJe fram: \ .. 'w,.l'Ga_<lld.gnv_~u_ 

00 yoo,'WnIr YOIip.:l Pe9pi~ Wotlld~6,mQ((!Ji{(e&k}VQf(i/f rllQ,~qtlng sysl'Cl7l 
W/lS ch8fged!K) thm.CMldid~J~SrlJnl1ingD'J;<¥lJIftijSI1!JS ot~mcuJar~ll!.st 
(oyPliI1i·peorl8 w..", mar!! Ij~:ely'"t{> G"u"IIY,'/ftit' .. ilrl, 1U,Vllo'l w i::e' In 
par'Jameljt? '. -. , 

Nl!W iwa. 

'" 

Appendix D contllins 11 r~viMd v~r9ion 0/ 11 pap~r prePllred tor IIn lIQuify, HllndIJ 
01'1 Pllrli~mp.!ll, hy th~ I. ~gal and Const~utinnal CnmmittP.e ot Iho'! previotJ~ 
Parliam~rll. I1 pl(Nid\l~ informati"n ilboul oor vDtil19 s~"tem and wa~s ~ might b" 
ch:;J.,'lI.jiid te provide mOff. dlver~i1y In can<:JidatfOs who might b\I ,,1,..;100. 

As i~ Queensland. the votin\l system in the UK makes il very diffieul lor 
c""dMte~ trOO1 minor parties I<J 9,,1 electerl In May 2005, ~ome !)(lO,O(!O sr.hool 
s1u~anti in the UK yowa in ~ mock i11",cti<x1 to lXir-.:;:ide wi1h ir... g .. .,..ral",lections. 
Th .. &IWsnt& \IOta" for tM actual candldatml. Tho results shol'loo l1allh<i 
students were nttmcted 10 paniCS whicl1 roo candidalllS 01'1 oertain issues: for 
ex~m~I~. stud~nts who f" lt pM3iaMte about the environment votM torth8 Gre8n 
Psrty_ Despite failing to l'lava a single c~ndlj ate rEturned in thl'! gererlli elections, 
tll .. Gnil<ln Party s9Cur~ 15 out 01 a possibkl349 sl!ats in tt1'" mo<;k \It\lC~on, 

Proportianal r<!pr~sentation I/Otin \l, wh ~h is use<! tor Sel1llte elections in Au~lrBlia, 
rrovides greate; oprortun~y for minor part~3 to win 5I'>n~ 

__ f(7~:.~,J.!_,:;_'i.Yc-_ ,-I:' __ ~ __ ~4:?~~ 
'7v~ .... vI';. 

• 



VC1irlS' .:190 
In AuSnUa. yOu mlJ:lt be 18 yMr~ old In vnll! The mmLm.-c1ing 19'!' 11'1 oIher 
"AlIJnlriM tar.g&S /mm 15 IQ :21. 

Tt ... ITnm" ..... ~ set by Iht! 1a .. 1or olhw acliYilil!s """ il'\OllJ in apJ:Mtlloiilt B. 

,~IlY!.!~! 

10 "PriI 2000t. fcRowillY a p.ojllt'l 01111111 a\lll of aloctoral majorny,!na Un.a.d 
Ki.1g4um Elllctcral Comm1641on reoommended \h;JI!ha mlnllTu,.m age for o~ \ovols 
of 1'0:11:19" public olootioM iIIlhIl OK remain lit 18)'11ars!of 1\4 ~ being . The 
UK' EklO!otal CommiMlon lldoibed, ~"" tMl if ~ 10 underlakl! a 
1utIer IomwII I'I!ViewcA tr.e minimum voIiog "!It' 1IJi!1. ' . I..-U"" n ..... 1o> , .. " .... , 
yt!ar!, U en::""a(Jed thor JII."'V'llmlllOlIo ~'Onsidw irI~11II a I"Idif rwll\lw of ItlII 
.l)l oruojurity, 

In 2000. n ~ on Changing aocialllr'ld I&gal lr..............-~ '''')'fIU''!) AlI'\!rI\lian~ 
IoURd milt. d~j}iI~ ~ inl~' I~ petting rrtOf~ ",voI~'" meil community and 
In oov~rn"""r"It Mcision-making proo:::fi,",~, YU'-l'Y ~Iu welll <jUitrJ rm...:lant ta 
clam the ' Ishl and r~spon.ibi~ty 01 h. ving tlw vota youngll' IMn al a.ge 16. The 
majority [74%) 01 young proople JrtvOi'/od In Ihe research sOld IMOI ~(!y worn no' 
iliad\! or Inl$l'e!l1cd in OCltrnd' invoIwo m tormal pol itical proce'3ell MICh I~ voting 
bC/orc they _e 18. '1lIeir parents acreed. with ~ lNIjnrify {1'11%) A"OOlt$ing ti'vo' 
)'OUJIg people aR'l nol "",IIQ _J!tI .... wj IlOI i~-.d in YGling bek>re Ihe~ ,ne 
18, III10d I~ JIOIXI!l people uncle< 16 have oltwr pri">""''''' tu ~vorfoonl ",od amt....o<l 
will (i" C<lf'S<Jn, ~ VI<I Aothe). 

COnpUls;o/)' voliog was inUOdUCO(I' ItI Queensland 11 191. IIMI oy The 
COIfII'nOI'M'OOOrl in t(124, Ae~h or lHner ~ishftd in CMc Uer.J(;y /-Iow 
InrormOti r;itluM MaklJ D!mocr.acy WoN. Uniw.I1';ity P ""ss of N"" 1;",:<I""'d, 
HIII1OWI' , 2002) inricates thal the efleo:t 01 inlrool.JC~ wrTlp"'jor~ lNling,l 
AU!t~~iI\ ... ".~ 10 btinQ .bout" 23% .., .... '.11 inc' ''asg in voting. 

~, 4~ ~..r ... ~tJ a.;~ '-?p/:?-J~_~ ____ _ _ 

----~-

EcNC8Ci~ In Illlt\o(l ls 
In QUIler.slolnd 3dIoob, lIlIIfe IS nn !\ub)lt<'J ,,~~ 'ciYic..s I!d.ocation· Of 'direrMip 
e OUCMiM', Prftlary and second.iIry $tu~lla'n ..t.ouutwmuaa<..)" ~lutiny 
parlitul191\t, gc.ovanwneo\..,.;l vlllctiool. In it II\lI1\be( of dilfererot wDlectl. St1.:~s 
ai&o Q1q)itle1'le€r d&moctacy at ~cMOI, tOt' o~ampIe ~h 8leCfklnl!or!lCh<xt 
council rrelT1b6r& lIrd'or IIChoal1el1dP.fA, 

Elluc. lIon about democracy 
Addil l00ai edUClIIl()fl3.1 opport"nitil! ~ rfl~VI\nt tQ democracy incll,l('e 
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V)S;!S 10 thol Queeostard Parliaffillnt, or to a reglon31 sitting of th~ Qu8en.,laM 
Parli<lm'iJll, ilnd IiducaUoolll !iC!ivities providlld by Pari'amlmta')' Edu;«tioo 
Serviceo; and 

elector~1 Wo..cation activil;"s cooducto;.d by the Australian E~t(m l Commis~h ... , 
such ilS iChool visits. 

For leachers 
<fI How if6es. ydur Scft.:xJj'>!PPro8ch q.:~' educ.'iqQti-J:iI1itP!)l:piIce ;Q'eli!oo«ict' -
Po' Hill." coold',~f4dei'1t1l~ Mtter pjPM~to"'tb!lOOi)ri;~'*'-racy?", _:, ' " : 

New;,jeas 

In previQun inquiric5, Ire LoQDi and Consl~UliQnul CQmmtt1ao Md the "egal ~I"I(! 
Constitution!1 Committees of the 49tn and 50th Parliaments Mve mad(l 
recommendalions aboot Livioc~ educlltion in Queen~land_ Similar 
'ecnrnm&ndatioo~ h3ve been made by man)' oth~ Australian bodl& in r"C""t 
y .. "rs. A list 01 sOO'''' ~I till'"" r .. ~':mm"rldalio"s ... sowt oul On app~odjx C 

Tt\(I Consmutiooal COO1rO 01 Western AUStralia. was e$t~bliShed 10 encoU'age 
people OIIlJI o.gell to learn aboot the Western Australinn pc~Iical ~yGICm and now 
IQ actively participate in it I1 Dffer~ di"Play~ on Ih~ Con~tillltioo ~nd lI~peCl3 at 
c~i7<"n~n;p ~M poitical hislC!)', The EI~torl\l FrltJ,:-,ation CF.r'\t'" k~ ioc"ted witnin 
Itw same com pku, and provides ints'.ctiv~ progra(ll~ alowi~ p~ople 10 cast a 
IIOta, dis<;ov~r thl' oliQins of damocrClcy and unde,s!;lnd how" the voting systO!m 
works (sw ~~e we gOV lIur!..OOI<XJl1[11). Proorams, pres(lnr&d In ways 
wtll::n engage young peopltl, lire al~o cOnducted far sc:hool sludsnt3 vis~in~ tM 
Centre_ Teacher reMure/! kiL~ com~nl Meh program_ Reaaurce 00_ on 
~ario"s topics are available 10 scl--ools in remote MeM. In adO ition, the 
C<>,,~litutional CO!" I", nns cO!""ioplfd an '0..1 RO!ach Pr<Jgralr1' whi<.-tl i" votve>i a 
n(ltwo.1<. of Iooal poople in rural and r(l!TJ(lte areas ot Western AustraJ!~ provklinq 
progrnms to studem3 in those area3. SOme progroms nre specific m ildi~er"lOUG 
CDmmlmit;., .• . 

A CiVics and Citizenshi~ Education wabsile ( .... hid' incurp<.J,a:es a pl{jvious 
'DIscovering Democracy" .... absite) is WViW .&iYI@~Q.QQili~n_s~,Il:dU,~ll" 

'K,d!; Voting USA' i~ ~ national non-rrnfH, nM'p"rtL"'In n'!J"nil;ation that teaches 
stud~nti about citiz~n~hip, Civic r~Spoi1sibility, doImocracy.rw:1 political 
particlpaliOl1. TogelMr wth classroom activ~ies, slud9rt. ara providad wi1h ao 
opportunity to cast a 'Kida VOli~' ballot on election day, and tiloy ~() on the 
~ame CilndirlilJ., .• and " slIe" M ~ cItJhs. In 9fHlA, 1 5 milioo students turned oul ta 
IIOts for pr~sdential, local and stat~ c.lldidi.Wi. Ar~as l'I~h iI Kids Voting USA 
program haV9 sho .... lld a ~oting rat9 for fSQ i!;tG(oo I 8 ysar oldE >M1 r:h it 14% 
llighQr lha~ lor non-partlcipatflg meMo Sce \\I\'ffl,kldsyotinQusa,org,l. 

As part of th~ Kids Vol,ny USA "~Iv ic ~, 'DQubl"Clkk o..roocrOlCy' (we 
www,~ds'&1lc&uli,Q[,1lLDoLtJIG.GJkMD.t&1M!) was C9\11l1O!lGO la a~o'N stuoonts to 
partc ipntc in an authenliC voting e~paficnce USirlg a web-lXIsed 'IOling ~ystem 
I h~ On, M hilllllt.' rerlicatf' th~ ~~ndirJa!~~ ""rl i",",,,",,s <ldui' .• ",if> fm, ~n<l pmvicie 

• 
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~IWenUl with pra<:li(:e ballots wnlCh h~v(llinl<s 10 canC'iOO.te l)iograp rle3 and other 
rt!l!OUllle" /\bout 35,000 s !udenl.!J pMlf:ipllled "uring 1118 ZOO4 pI'1Is.kIential 
eIIw:I~ , 

• 

POIIIJ~I po.rtk!s 

Tho 2()()1. YOl.ll!ll Au3tra[j~n of \t1e VB.t, HlIQh L~lI.M. ha5 ~u(l!)~M"'-! th~1 y"''''g 
peop!elHl s/IuI out of m>lin~""'NT1 p.o.ny poUtie3_ 

Tho fonner OJeel'3land State YouIlI A<:f\Mory Council loId !hI! ~ ......... Itt"" !/\at the 
;""I.'M ~...-l hy poI~ic ~1 p .... 1H!., 1»Il .......... ., .. 1 "(",,1;" 01 1~ 1I", ... '" W "ill ... l~u l1y 
those "¥aRt :0 oldw ~ ao(I w. ;1IIJft'lllJOllUloIIion. 

Na ... !diU 

Or Ari>oril'l, Vroman, a !oclure.- at the Unlv~~y 01 Sydney, rl/~lIart;h ,,~ y<.lung 
F'$ople and j.lUlilics. Shl! wrilliS t~al. 'T1w ana arl/a 01 partICipation 11131 r~mafM 
low I'Jt ~ng people. and in600d l or mO!lt AiJ:)tralin/1s. ~ memt\emMip 01 poIiIic~1 
paniu. Rather lhIln labfIfling pert')' merrtOOi'!\hip de<-.in" M -"11'\11,., _ ought 10 
_,..,... \ftapp .... ~ pdiical parties haw ~"'. AmJ it iI; 141 to pao1iw 10 
invQloa • IWW IIWtlIIraIiorJ. Tl1is might nOl bD !IV wav oI101l1'1a1 mcmllCf~ 
inslGa(l, parties mlgllt conwff YOI¥IO people on i:l:sue, reteVllt'lllO lhItir 1!VIIs' 1Sl!e 
V/llfllenJ , 

~) 1111/ US. Q nat.'onwid\i 'iludy of 'I'OUIh anltlJdes found tt13t YQlJng pOo~e IIo'Cro 
actlw "" !/'Ietr eommunRio~ tll.il not concerned about poltic3. As an OUtcom8 01 
1hot >lu<W. 11 ~lr.ll.l~av IIdopt~d 10 NI·tom",,1 Yflulh In rioomnc'MY ;,. jh~t. rtlrin!) 
e iftl:!"" (;i!mpaig"S. lhe media olr"" youlh-l"O<l"'iil..u ~..,,~kjW!'" ~bat9S is'"'" 
Na wlIIl Auociation 01 Secrela~96 01 $lale). 

/ 
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Politicians 
Marw rowurcl1 studies in Australia. ,lI'\d in\erna.lionally revcal IMI Y01.l1g people sre 
CyniCB) about Ihe behaviour 01 poiilic~n~. 

jj, Haw,oan ptJKticii.UJs tIIemsolveS' rosuli"e fllOraJrH of ~1JI19 poop/a ili 
lA d"moc~cy? ' 

~I~w id",," 

Dr Ariadoo Vromen says that poliUeians only GOnsider young poope \\tlgn they 
present a problem: rhot 1Ouno people tarld to be talked nbl)(JI rather tha.n t~kod 
with: end that young people's per~pectiv~~ life rarely included in public debate. 
Or Vromen WOO!!"'!; Ihlll wMI i~ n~dl!<l i!; rli'''''' /Wide""e cl y<>Ur>g people's 
experiences aOO ~rgurnenls based on soch evidence (see Vromen) 

In the Unil!/d State" C",nadll and thg Unitlld Kingdom, whgre voting ilm't 
compulsory, il has ooan shown that contaot with political parties and candldat~ Is 
an impor1ant element of 'Qet -oul-me-vOIe' strategies. FolO'l.ing \h~ 2001 Br~ish 
geMI1'I1 ~lection. the UK [lectm~1 Commi"siorl idenlili<!d a lack 01 ca"va~sing b~ 
rol~it;ians as" likely fe""on for dis~at>slaG~on (and low turnoot) ~n""o tirst·''''''' 
vo:ers. 

\< _~_.y: .. J~hl !/~ __ ~"'~tL.~J<·!L~'~~, !-!f!!:!::: ___ _ 
-M~...,.'f& £lv-<-I-f ""_"----.--'.J-..t' :..-_5H~ __ ~r~ ;r . v. 
~ ~ F~f'i-.".;(, 

___ --'7=---___ _ 

Being h...",d 

While /']'-"'9 people m~y hi! tumed off pol~ic5 as it clJmmlly op~fat~, "'~ny 
.lu<i"" ar:d "Urwys h"v~ lo",,,j th<lt yuun9 peuple ~re very int~fesl.ru j , pulili<;al 
iSSU9Sl"11pOr\ant to them. The chafenge lor governments is 10 9flgage w~h YOlillg 
people, and the lirst tM ine that young peQpI ! ~ay i3 that they want to be heard. 

tiJ HJve you used any of tM Qovemmcnt oPpOl1UI1i1ies 10 vci<;e yovr oplflions .I, about ~Sl1&t~ rlm.- "'flf'..(;rrv~ wafl it" 

, 
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In Wes\l;tm AU~rillia, 1tIO CMcs am! Citizensrip Unil III 1tlO Department at Premier 
and Cacinot alm~ 10 enhance democracy m that3~~ tlrough CIw: .• I'IdW.J!tinn 
and the plOmotion ~ en ",etiv" citltemy. TIle go;JaJ is ii. ecrnml.ll1ily ",hi" ~1 
Weslem A\J~tra1ia"s aXil ~.lulld KO citizini, w!liri they play 3 slgniTJC.:Inl fOie Irt 
SlItling policy prlorftles and where lhc~ Mtp ehapa l'Ile nature 01 tIlelr 3«Jety (se-e: 
WWN .CM:IJ!JIlCAOO.wa.1I9Y su/). 

0.. ~ Vromen sugg9$" tlHl!, "Yuung peopIu haw a bf~ r~ Q/ 
~""UlUmil;. sO(;ia~ IIOfj POrllcal ClXPGllenoos' :»'KIlI1:ltwc nclX110 "CfC(Ile ncItI$. .... e 
Iorr.as 01 govt'manco IhO.t rccoonbe and bu'O upon diflerenl w~ Q/ mUU1v 
CCIIVl\vlltie3.. r l\o$e in power need 10 ~en In ynmg pec:pIe more. M d ."oung 
~1B'3 d"",~ _ MId ex~ need IQbI! a. .......... tWd.,!h1t mild .. ' (_ 
--I 

rio , , 

-----

",....,. ide. s 

In 2003. ttIe Commi.uoon fo, Chilt1ren NOd YOUIl'.) f'<I<JpI ... as ~lvi~ IQ jNIIO:ipa!8 
i.~ a committee Ior ltIe dtl'>'&lOpmem at a i!»lls and (QC"",lion t...:~ :ty for )'\lUng 
pe<l!lIe 00 Palm ~Iac'(l ill NOttto Ouotun.;lilfld. TltQ CommlSliil)n I,I'I(I(J(Iine<llh9 
irnport~roc;lt ot thecomrnln" <liking YmlII9 people whul tOOywOllICd. TI"IO I&~uc 
rc,l1>O Ccmmiccion woo nol 00 mue~ '11ow do wc ;nwi ..... chfldrstr in 111$1 bulfdillQ 

of t/lis facility" llu! IlIther 71011' 00 w" ~IJIIII~ f&:J7ity 1118 childrom wanlr 

In 2()3, in Pa,ramatta. in $ydnOlY, ill YuuU, Jury ptOISOIntgCI yco,mg pooDle wl!h 
priIdic«J opp<lrM1itill9 10lOlll,n and diSC\JE& the djveroe inlerests :lnC eone~rns at a 
-.idl! variety 01 )'OLlIlg people acros~ tile PnrramattB. re<jon. partidp4~ta l8emed 
abouI: team'NOm, OO9QIIation $.~ and It,.., ~ ill !l"" .... nme-nl. T~18 "M~1IId 
them to form re~tI5bc ~!ions to~ t/wj IlOI<Ns of N ccj~""'" 
ynutb of Pan amatta. 

nu. aim dill!! Yolofh J..y wu 10 assi51 will llIidgrll" '~ n!Ol9fantil and 
= I u,a! ~'Sity " " .... 19 younl! PIIOPIII of f'aITamatta. 

The '8COI11l11vndatlonw 01 uw Youth Jury _ aime<l al key lilovemment 3n<I 
caI1f."1\rity organisalloM ot Parram:ura. 

" J1!Pt. #, ___ " ./v{ k....:.!:!t:k IWJ4~'""~ .. ~~~~~ 

_.- .. - --_._-- -- - ----_._---_.-
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i~k!ng ~ction 

YOI.l1Q po3Qple w.lnt lo be ,,<,tively ''''olvoo i<1 democr~cy Voting at ~1er.!i<1n~ kIl only 
on .. way of oolng Involved in a d~ocralic soc:~1y, 

~ »11kVi oilhllfolloi'ling aCJiviliwhivll.yw:~mticf,&Jt; cf;wOuJiJyOO Jike'o CBrIJI 
Kt oot1' ",', 

Ac-1ivily 
H1"e~ ',",oold I~~ '" 

(-i on) cIo ('iorxl 

VcltJnt,," nrog 0 0/ 
Inilialing or particijlatin!l in a local yoU(~ proj~ CJ lxi, 

"'" ;~~ "1.1 0.- ~iQ ni "Il ~ 1'<''''"'''' c,: ~ 
Mcnd~ a rf,lJly or pro!CGt Cl 0" 
Ta~lng part in a .. ~~~ C ,-r' 
Qcing a member of a poHt:"oI party 0 " BooIr.g a m.>mbQf 01 ~ Ir~do,...OI1 U ~ . 

CJ :El B~i"" ,, "....mi:e, 01 ~ s1u<iM t l11ioo 

Being 3 momber of ~ non-go\ICmmern 
oruaniMti:>n which I<lbbie" ~o""mment (_,g. n-.. 
Wlt;r~rn .. ' Socloty, Amn~ tn>orna!klna<. 

U 'SS 
:;;'''''''IlMOO) 

Contacting a po'tici1ll1 or lo::alllOvernmerlt 
, 

\-. ~ €I 
cn,,,'ooi/Ur 

Pani"pa~ng '" ~ Y(>Ulh Paffia"","! D ,g 
R",no ",,,,,I,,,,rl" ~ y",oIh C",,,,dl n '" ~c"'Q Invollied in "" o'9ar.i:mton w1lIct1 ~c~~ to C] '" '~;>rR,.'nl 11", v;"",. oJ ~<>lX'I!! P""P" (~.g. YourIQ 
Au.tra'an Rur~t ~k) 

YOI.l1Q jXlople say that to be enQaQ'ecI in democracy thay nooa thJ'igs soon as: 

informa~on, 

opportunillas to a:cHllely ~nqaqa In democracy; 

~n idea about what can M achiell8d realishoally: 

.p4rrC1i>< in whictl to rrI~,,1 and di~~u.~; and 

aCOGGS to the internet, photocopi~m. etc. 

o What asslstarn::oorS/7.-"O!ir"f}IIITJOrJl ,do yoI.J rw9d from goVO!mrr:,mt /<l tak", 
if!. actio!) about the I$SI./tlsyoo feel /Xlssio!1lJte about? 

Np.", ideas 

Brisbane City CourlCll has devel<>ped 'Visible k1k', a woooitc which alows yeur\g 
peen'" In ~"'" ~ >ay in The COI.Jn"il's p'''9r~m". The w~b~it~ contai.1s iI1lormatlOfl 
I\bout i)QW yo....,~ p.;opl<! c~n llaye tl,wir .ay, ewnt. fOf YOlJl)g P€ql". r.., ~s to 

-',' 



re~OlJrces aM a fonrn \hrm.\jh Mlio:h young Pflilp!e c~n e:xpre~~ Itleir OOinion3. 
The Courlcil has al~() providOO y<l~'!I POOP" with areas around Brisbane where 
lheycan coma togcthor 10 moot and Olganlse aOliYll!es and projacts 01 hlllr~1 IQ 
t~cm. These area~ lire 1ICCe~~ ible 10 )'Ooog people IInd we~ resoltl:loo (30X1 
_1Ii~ible-ink.9rlI) 

TtlQ Victorian Govornmmll producOd a handbook 101 yOIJfl!J poopla on hoWttlllY 
earl oreate chllnce in their oommooty. loo handtlOOk proYlde3 suggeslions on 
hOIll )"'unO people can get actiwl on a project they feal pa~~ona!e about .. and how 
they can irnpiemenl (I,at pruje<..1 (s .... WlWf.yout!l. .... W.!!!.J/pdf<i!JYPSb....n.oor). 

Th~ FOLnOati<ln fof Young Australians ill a non·prdil organisation dedicated 10 
de~eJoping innov~iIIe initiftlive~ ttll'l.! suppor! and empower yOUllg people aged 12 
tn 25. The Foundalion pro",des seed·IUflding IQ( idell~ . Ploactjv~ 1y ~''' •• ~ co­
IUflcing to ~uppm1 inmalive. and h",lpo U ... ,ec;p;.,JlIs s!n .... "iu' .. ~wmsslws to 
snsurlllong-fsrm sustainabnlty. Each voor. tho Foundation m4l!lago,. il PQrtfoti<.> uf 
grants IOtaling about S6 minion. At Jeas12S% of 10131 grant funding is dodlcated 10 
initiltive3 3~ifieallydeslgMed to beMtit )'<lUnlllndigenoos "ustrll.~ens (see 
www.vnung~10tral;aM.Org). 

_._-----

New idea.s 

Th9 Youth Elecloral Study (YES) found that paronts am lligardlld by YOUllll 
people (IS !ha most important source cl information atlo<Jl votinQ. TclevisiOll and 
Mwa.oapers ",re the nex1 most important. however)'OOng people viewlhese latter 
""'lIr.e" with some scepticism 

~ tLl;{ ~~;J ._-?_.c_r_""cc~"~",,,_~<~;c~~,,:.j~ 

g ~r :00' Q!!n non~m~t. ~.Or COOll11ilnift· argailisallor.s play 
J!fj In gaffing yoong pecp.1e acliVii< i1JJd mvolVed wih d<'mO("Jitcy~ 

NIIW iQ!!.!> 

The inspire Foundatiu1 (s .... lVWI"!".inspU:;.ocg.au) is a nalioMi non·profit 
fw"'Mioo which alms ID cra<lt9 opportun ili~s lor yotJilg Australian!>, princip~!y 
aged oolwo8n 16 and 2b. to help themselves and O(heIS. The FOl.l1dali(ln 
acknowle<1gM that yCl"'[ll"'n~ want tn rooke a po.<itive Mtf!,ei"lC!! in th~ir own 
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livlls ood in thg~ ~OrTTTlU!lli\li. Young Il"O~9 af'" a<;tiY9ly ilvo!v9d illhol 
dCv(ltopmonl Dnd del ver)' of alllhc Foundation's ilitiativQs. Onc: initoti\l() . 
• ActNm." i!'i a weh·WlSIld ~"'rvK:" that wi. pro";do! yoong pllopl<! w~h inlDfm~tioo 
and sLJPPOIt 011 how I!wy ~art ~omij involved in issues or causet"' th€!·. 
cornm ooity that th gV afll pllssiooa19 about. 

V,ooWire Youth S8rvU~ 
nr!)anisation wnich 
forum U 

; 
informntion with other 
,ncllidl!' ! 
people out 
r~rts w..r" uiilis .. <.I 

f'Jung 
t mew and tra in ino 

i online 
01 topoc., pllrlidpate 
in tnlt ~~cllafl\l~ 01 

The US Ad Coundl i3 a non 'profit O!"9"ni~<>Iion whiGh produces, ~1I:bUles ,,-~d 
prQmoles pub~c ~eNioe campaigns on ~ ran~e of isSUes, A recent cnmpCli>in, 
'fight Mannequin i$m', f<>ct~"""'<:! on improvh u youth civic .mgaG"ment Md voter 
participation, I1 involved televisioo .. nd radio ads am ed at getting)'O-""'9 P"'ClpIe 
<"""ivlKl il i"sues thllY "'am about, volun""~ring "nu volin~ (s,*, 
www.f1.g!)\m ~ nn!lQ.U!nl~rn .Q[g). 

'ROCk the Vote',s a non-pr.:llit or\lElnisaiion which alm3 to engage YO\ll1Q peopla in 
the political proce~~ in the Un~Ed Statll~ Md draw ~ttantion 10 i5~"" ! 0/ concern 
to ynu~(l ~p~. it coor-c\irI~tes VOler rl"gistration d~ves ane! ~oot.~tion effort~ If) 
ensur .. yoong peop«! ~x""cis", U ... ir ,ighl tu ~ot",. Youtn cliture i ~ harnessed il lle 
wc.--noilOl"l of its carnp~igmi, many of whiCh fllalun;i high p!o/~e cil1<.briHII\; inclwf l9 
mUG Kl ia~. aotom, att"tetos and oomodian~. 10 the 2OG4 electiOrlS. , ,2 m~ion 
poople toO!< advonta\l~ of the organ isot'on'S onlile 'lOll)!" registration Inciity, and a 
tl.ll1her 20D,000 regist/lr~d ~s apart 0/ the flock Iha Vote B~ To,," acfOSS 1I1e 
country (~"'" ,""""",,, rocktMvoI"'.~"m), 

't ,NtJ..,{, i,-...~- -I,-k..e, .<t----1~,k 7-~~, ... t;f4-'.J 
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G;I'..Wli.CVLtS for ~1'ct;1k.i.Vl.g Il: Sl'..o .. "j.ssi",,,. 

Th..re is on ~et fom for a submission 10 Ills COITV11it1ee. Subm~~sinns may M m1l00 u~ ing 
the Inquiry response fIX'" Qf ill1t1e fUll11Qf a littler, a wb~~ti,,1 p>llJ<'f <.>r a short 
doCument and thay may «Iude appendices. SuamilJsions may comairl facts. Opinions, 
argumen1S and raoommenda1ion~ fO( actioo. The mOlliu1I61ul ~iJbmi3:lionS!l{e 10 the 
f'Jiflt. 

The ccnvnltloowouJd prefer writl"n s(Jbm~«ims. hu1 will al.'\O ~~pt submi ... ,ions an 
audio tape. For written submiiiSions, t~ or j:'"inWd text is pI'",lerable, tho~h legible 
hand-...nt\lln submIssions are a=pt"bl&, NlIlT\b\lr(j<j pa~1iIS arxt, for submililli<;.lns in 
exoess 01 20 jl(lgcn, n brief (lU!M1ary :md a 1.at>Ic of contents is alSo helpful. 

All submissions must Include the nams3.l'\d contac1 detafts 01 the persOll maldn!! Jhe 
~ubmi~~im_ Tllosc makino a GUbmiMion nn behn~ of an omnniMtion should indicate at 
wh.llt fe.'elll1e 3uhmi3~ion h~, ~n aulhoosed (eg sllb.oommittee, president, cheir. ele.). 

Public of1icers may make SubmissionS as priwte lfldividue.IS. However, If reference ill 
made in a subm~">!lion 1(lli1eiroHkffil p<l.'ilioo, ~ 5hould ~rno be m~de ciMI Ill,,! \he 
submission is made in a prilffite capadty_ Submission~ from government departments 
~I,uu1d b .. aulilur"«d in accu".Iancij .... itll rlolTl18i wl'arlm«nt~f pro.:wure. 

Content and Nlevance 

A 5ubrrission may ~over Somll or all oIlhll illSUG~ rais!id in th .. rllsponSlllo:m. It would be 
h9!PJuI r submissionS clearly Skltcd whictllssoos arc beirl\l a<!drcssed. 

The committoo's usual procedure 1$ to puhllcly 19100.$9 and table submission; in th .. 
LegisjQ~vc Msombly. Not aK ~ubmi$sionG will ~cGGarily be published nndlor tabled. The 
commiMe reserves Ihe ri9ht IQ I10t publtsh cr table confidential submis~iQr)a, or 
~ubmi3sions l..tlich are irrelev<'Int. r.nntain scurriloos or defllmatmy m~lerill.l, Or 11.18 
o1herwL, ... not suitable lor publish1n9. The committee will inlonn you if H dee m s fI(Il In 
.. crapl, Qr "ut tu ;,;ulhuris .. Ill .. publk:alion 01, yuur swmi"",i"". 

Connd~ntlaltry 

Th ... cor:!mittoo attempts 10 con(luct ils inquiries In the most oplln way possiblll. HoWIIVIIf, 
~ you oolevc \nat your submi:)llion (Ol pM 01 t ) should nol be made public:, clearly write 
'oonfidentiar on I!.IIch PBgI! and. in 11 brief oovt!ring I<'Ilt<'!r, e~plllin why )-{lur ootlmi3aion 
shoold M tree.!ec/ coniidMlially. The mmmittAA wUl tilen co~,,;ider yno.lI" r"'1u""'t I", 
conf~nti~lily. 

IJf1lIUthQrliOO Ralease 

Oncll tM comm~ee recelves:3. submission, it bccomtlS cornm~ee property and should 
not be published without the committee's lluthori~atlQ{l. Publiclltion at 11 submi~sion 
wilhoullr... (".(Immitte-'!'s Iluthorisatioo mMns th~1 that pllb1K:aiioo is not j:rot-'!cte-rl hy 
rarliament .. ry priv~"9'" and may amm..-,II", a contempt <Jf Parliament. 

R!l~arch Director 

.'"";1,, Cons!itutional and Administrotivc Review COmmiMee 

!-'arijam€nl House, Gcorgo Stroet 

BRISBANE OLD 4000 
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Submissions close on Wednnd~y, 30 November 2005 
ExteMIlln! to 111ft r)n" lng dAle may be giwrl.1I yuu 'MI<l11I0161i1"1110 muw iI 
MJtm4sicr>. 0 1 it you ' '''I''''i I\rnhlllf Inlcmlar!on, OOI1tlClltle eommlltcc'S secrelarl(\! on: 

-;-eItpho~ : (07') 30106 7307 
FlU: (07) 3406 7070 
Emlti: to3tc:Opu!1irunent tjo,poy,au 

r ..... r~$ ri tl-\is paper al)(j i.U O~lliI j.>Ubllcatlol1lo by 11\0 Lilgal aM COMtkufO)llal Comminco 
a'lI i~~;la~i<l (Xl !hi Int9m41t yts the Committoo'S home pilQ(l tit: 
www Pi[lIam~nt.qlp .• oov aulccmminee$!leQ!llrny him 

• (11U<>'i.p;. K,..c. Name .. .........•......... .....•..••. •• ...•.•.•. 

Ago (0001)11(11): • ..1 !..?"/~f .. · . .. .. ... .. .. 
(//:-/17::. I ~ ~f ( Jh~-1 IIdC1:ess: ..•. .':.f.'. ..... ......... ./.-[,; '" 

COf"I IQCt (e.g. phone nurnbo! t)· 

Erne,,: · 




