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Yorr Wotee

The aim of this inquiry s to make gractical recommendations 1a
increass the interest and participation of young panople in demacracy in

Uu=ensiand.

The comimittes wants ta haar from young peopla, n panicular, about:
£ m;.rhat is readed in Queensland:

% whal will work;

#  whatf wor't; and

# what ypu want 10 ¢o OF CXPEACNGe,

We would also like 1o hoar from all peopls in Queansland who hava an
Intarest in young people, or in young people engaging in democracy.

Ta help you tor think ahout, disclss and respond o matters relevant to
the inguiry, ws have set aut belaw some:

% issuss; and
T examples of strategres suggesied or tried elaewhere,




votlng Systen and Electoral Commitssinn Gueznsland

Educationfinformation
it Is the job of the Electaral Commission Queenskand {ECQ) 1o gnsure that people
enrol and vota at efections. To da thig, the ECG usas aducation and awaraness

programs {e g pustcards. postars and achﬂo[ wsn’s)
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Mew idess

o In 2003, Electians Carads parinerad with Cable in the Clasareom o davelop a
hiaw voter sdueaticn program for students, including & contest chalicnging peopis
aged 16 to 18 to create 30-secand public service announcaments on vidao telling

thair peerrs why the democratic process and vating are important.

*  The United Kingdom Efectoral Commizsion™s Do Politics’ aims to get young
pasple Invalved in demoerocy. It may bo acocssed at www.dopaliles.couk. ‘Do
Paliics” conducts workahops and evants, and provides tesgurees and training
acroas the UK for young people.

¢ in Austzalia, the Youth Etectoral Study (YES) found that some incenfives would
attracl & {irst vole. Young peopls said a tax break or the use of promotional rock
concerts would ba the most effective incentives, but there wag alsc some support
tor the naotion thal neentives should not be needed as woting is a responsitility
thal comes with citizenship.
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Vater registration
In Australia, each persan must compictc an anraiment form 1o register to vidte.

Mo could: e ECG)- ma&a A‘ easfe: mr ywng _mopfa Iafm:rmf and ﬁamme
reglstarcd fo vala? .

MNew itdaas

L In same countries, registration is done by the govarnment 56 that paogls arg
autcrmaticalty registersd when they reach voling aga. An intemational repon by
the Inshitute for Democracy and Flactoral Assistance, Youdh Vofar Paricipation,
sugyesis avtornalic registralion by e governmeal rather than i being a duty of

each pErSch 10 anrcl.

v Oiher countries anable peopis to register at a palling station an elactinn day, or
or-fine,

k in Canada, Slechions Canada identifias people who have turned 18 through
infrrmadinn provided by, dor axample, the tax office and motar vahicle ragistars.
The Chist Electoral Oilicer writes o these peuple to ask them lo conlirm that thay
ara gligivle 1o vote and consem 10 belng Included in the national reqgtster.
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Polling stations
In Queensland, polling stalions are usually locsted in achools ar halis and arc open

tretween dam and Gpm,
fg How could 1hé ECTY miake it easior for vOurg fespla:ts sact hoiruste?

New ideas

¥

In recent Canadlan elections, Elections Canada intreduced more polls in lecations
o wihich young poople hava easy aecass, sych as noar student residences ang
university neighbourhoods.

[ ]

i Canada, polling stations are open for 12 hours.

Delegations from the Australlan Elactoral Commission and the Victerian Electoral
Commission chesrved clectronic voting processes at elections Intha USA, UK
and Ireiand between 2000 and 2002, Tha delegationa considerad the diffgrent
aptinns that are available, their advantages and diaadvantages and how aach
aption woulkd suil Australia's voting systema. The delegations recommended -
vading be made available W cetain clagses of volgrs including vaters in Antarctica,
voters in remole locallons, voters with 2 disability and pverseas volers {see
wew.aac.gov.au/_content/whativelina/glectronle reperiiindex.hitm and

WILW A 00,0V au 1 ting/E-vedin ort.odf),

A recent report of the Victorian Scrating of Acts and RBegutatians Dommitee,
Victonan Electronic Democracy, cansidersd electronic voting. 1t necommendad
that Viclorian alections should not be conducted remotely viz information and
communications technologies in the near fulare, but identlfied tha followlng key

advantages of remote veting syatems: _

- casy access for travallers and disabicd poople:

araviging an interface for other tachnologies such as seraan readers, Brailla
camputers, magnifiers or allernative data entry 3ystems:

alicwing lor the easy shd cheap distributian of nalky papors in difierent
languagas:

- inatentansous processing; and

allowing voters to accesas a wide range ot cther information whils considering
and casting their vohe,
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Advante voting

Currenlly in Queensland, i you can't voie at your nearasi polling boeolh un the Jay
of & siate election, special arrangements can be made for you to casl your vote,
such as by advance voting in person or pastal voling. These eplions ara aveilable
in only some circumstances - for exampie, if you: will ba interstate on polkng day;
have a disability; or can't vota on that day becauss of religious beliefs. Fer iurther

inforrnatmn see MM.&H

MNow ideas

*  Inthe UK, postal vating is svailable fo any aligibiz voter on request. A person may
apply for poatal voting for a paricolar election, fur 8 certam penod ol fimes or lor all

future elactions.

v Tofaciiitate vating, the state government could daclare the day of a siate elsction
a putlie heliday or schedule an clestion for a day clhar than a Saturday.

v In fiture, if electronic voting were to he Introdiced, for axample, it need not be
nacassary o have an F-Jecﬂon day’, with all votes cast on the same day Voting
could take place, far example, over an ‘election weel',

\ )-é,jl:r;,amd‘é:ﬁ Wéfdl%uwﬁ M %Q/
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Cloge of ralls

Currently, after a state election iz called, peopie have between 5 and 7 days [0

register o vote.

? Dy hinicyoung peg '&Mdqumaml‘ag’m 'am}waﬁffa appammﬂjf
b foanibalar an diembomis e ;

Hew idoas
b Prorta the 2004 fedoral alestion, the Special Minister of State, Eric Abotr
proposad thal:

v Ine eiectoral rell be closad to new volers on the day the alection writs would  be
fesued (Lsually the day the election is announced): and
v peaple wishing to change their enrolment details bs given threr days to dn a0,

this proposal did not precesd as it was not sippartad by the non-government
parties.

\!# - 5 fgendd 4e f’-""'i“"'”?‘?“’{ .
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Fixsd glectlon day
In Queensiand, there (s no fixed olection day for state slectlons.

A fixad slectlon day could allow Improved civies edugation courses, mack-glactions

and other strategies encouraging young pecpie’s engagement with elechions 1o be
Hlanred in advance fsee Milner). For example, a fixed elaction day would allow

civies educelers o plan wnd conduct their courses in parallel wilh a0 election
camgalgn.
D you think improved thigs ediceilon f£ 8 m;.-:‘hn#i.r{a raason fc."r qavsmmanz
{0 cansidier @ change 1o fixdd 1 clections?: -

Mew ideas
»  In CQueensland, siactions for ail local government authorities are ganerally haid
every four years on the s Saturday in March.
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Maw voting system

in Quccnasiand, a system ot eplional preferential voling i3 used. Afact shecl about

'GP s avalable from: wway eco.old.aov.au.
Do yYou'think young Beosie. witid ba.more Il fo vatd if the. boting system
was changed S0 thel candidatas AUANNG O CertalTigsHEs c!p&r‘i'cu.iarmremsf
ta ynuad. people ms'-rs mar& flﬁ‘ﬁf‘l,“i _ta ga. : 'Ier"rﬁd .and ha'.rﬁ A woice in

pariamet?. . e

MNew idueas

»  Appendix D contains a revised varsion of 8 paper prepared for an nquiry, Hanas
on Pardiameant, by the Legal and Constitulinnal Committes of the nreviaus
Parliarnent. it provides information gboul our voting system and ways it might be
changed to provide more divargity In candidates wno might be rlectad.

s A% 0 Queensland, the voting ayslem in the UK mekes i very diffisull {or
candidates fram minor paties to got elected. In May 2005, same 500,000 school
siudents in the UK voled in a mock slection to coincide with the ganaal electicns.,
Tre students voted for the actual candldatas. The results showsad 17al tha
students weore ottracted 19 panics which ran candidates on contain issues; for
examofe, siudants who falt paszionate about the environment votad tor the Green
Party. Despite failing to have a single candidate relurned in the gereral eleclions,
lhe Graen Party secured 45 out of a possible 343 seats in the mock election,

»  Proportionat representation voling, which is used for Senate slections in Austrelia,
provides greater oppartunity for minor parties b win seaks.
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Veting age
In Australia, you must be 18 years old o vate. The minimum woling age in other
countries ranges from 15 to 21,

Mew {deas

v In April 2004, {cllowing a project on the age of slsctoral majonity, the Unilad
Kingdum Elsctoral Commisslen recommended that the minimum age far all fevals
of voting In public ciections i the UK remain at 18 years for the bma being. The
UK Electoral Gommission advised, however, that it expacted o undertake a
turther lormal revierw of the minimum voling age wilhn a furlher flive tv seven
years, it encouraged the yovernment to consider initiating a wider reviow of the

age of majority,

»In 2000, a report on ¢hanging social and iegal framewarks for ynung Australians
founrd that, despite 2ame interast in getting maore involved in their community and
in govarnmeant decision-making processes, yuung peaple were Yuite reluctant to
claim the right and responsibility of having the vote younger than at aga 18. The
majorily (74%) of young people Involved in the rescarch said that thay woero not
raady or Intarested in geting involved in formal patitical proceases auch a3 veting
betore they were 18. Their parents agreed, with a majority {61%) suggesting that
young people are nol mature enough and not intenasted in voting belore hey are
18, and that young people under 18 have other pressures W conliont @nd contend
with {see Carsun, Fitzgerald and Rocha).

v Compulsory voting was intreduced in Queensiand in 1914 and by the
Commonwealth in 1924, FResearch by Miner (published in Civic Literacy: How
Inrormed Citizens Make Democracy Wodk, University Press of New England,
Hanaver, 2002) indicates that the effect of intraducing compulgory voling n
Australia was ta bring about » 23% overall increass in voting.

%" Lokl GEt ety g ,.z;_::)/»x.r_
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Education

Education in schosls

In Queensiand schools, there is no subject called 'civics education’ or 'titizenship
eduration’. Primary and secondary students leam about democracy, ncluding
parfiament, govermment and alsctions, in 2 number of different subjects. Students
also exparience cemocracy at school, for example through slections lor schoo!
coungil rembers andior sehaal leaders

Educatlon about democracy
Additional educational apportunities relevant to democracy include:
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H : v wsits 10 the Clusenstand Parliament, or to a regional sitting of the Gueensland
' Parliament, and educailonai activities provided by Parfiamentary Fducation

i Scrvices; and

Sty

|’5| v electoral education activities conducted by the Austrafian Electoral Cammission,
' such gs school visits,

For students
ﬂ"?laﬁ H‘-’ﬁlﬂﬁ'd W&_{j‘%&nﬁa Vmﬂf #ll'f.‘f m ST

damooraoy?

” ' For teachers
? How efoés. your schoolapproach Eivics aducairan “and praciice; demou{acyg -
Histy couid stidents be atter prepared i shgage in dimocracy? . .

Maw ideas
»  In previous inquirics, the L.ogat and Constitutional Commities and the Leqal and
Constitutional Gormmitiees of tha 49t and 50th Parliaments havs made
; recemmendalions abodl civics education in Queensland. Simitar
[ recomnmendationa have besn made by many othear Austrabian bodies in recent
vears. A lisl ol some of these recommendalions is 52l oal in appendix C.

|

|

[ ; »  The Constilutional Centre of Western Australia was established 1o eneourage-

. pecple of all ages to leamn about the Western Australion political systcm and how
: to actively participate i i, [t offers displays on the Constitotion and aspacts of
cibrenshin and political histary, The Electoral Frucation Centre is leated within
the same cemplax, and provides interactive programs allowing people to cast a
wote, discover the ariging of democrasy and understand how the voting system
WOTRE (502 Www coonlre wa.gov.auiAndex htm). Programs, presented In ways
which engage young pecple, are alzo condusted for school stodents visibng tha
Cantra. Teacher resaurce kits complement each prograrm. Heaource boxes on
varinus topics are avallable o schocls in remote areas. In addition, the
Constitutiona] Ceritre has ceveloped an ‘Oul Reach Program” which involees a
natwork of Ioeal peopla in rurat and remots araas of Wastern Australls providing
pragrams to studenta in those areas. Some pragrams are speific to Indigenous

cormnurdties.

» A Civies and Citizenship Education websile (which incomporales a pevious
| ‘Discavering Demacrasy” wobsite) is www.civigeandoilizenshin, adi.au,

.‘ ; v Hids Voting LUSAY is & naticnal non-proft, nan-parisan arganisation that teaches
[ stuclents aboul citizenship, civic responsibility, democracy and poltical
! paniclpatien. Together with classroom activilies, studsnte ara provided with an

i
! oppartnity 19 cast & ‘Kids Voling' Ballet an eleslion day, and tney vote on the
sama candidales and issues as adoits. v 2104, 1.5 millinn students turnad out ta

vote for presiclential, local and state candidates. Areas with a Kids Yoting USA
prograrn hava showed a voting rata for ragisterad 18 year olde which is 14%

nigﬁer than for nﬂn-ﬁantcipatlﬁg areas. See wanw pdsvotinguss. orgl

v As part of the Kids Yoling LISA service, 'DoubleClick Democracy’ (see
wnw, kidsvolingusa. er/Doublelickintre.asg) was develaged o aliow studants to
garicipate in an avthantic voling exporience Using a web-tased woling systerm.
The anfing hallrds replicate the nandidates and izsuss adults wvote for, and provide



students with practice baliots which have links 10 candidate biographies and other
resoumees, About 35,000 students participated during the 2004 presideantial
elertions.

»  ‘Teens N2 Politics’ is 2 US-based website which olfera young people an
opportunity to participate in discussion forums on fopics such as the economy,
foraign policy, general pulilical issues, animais and the environment. Frovision s
alsa made for young psople to contribute to discussions under the barner of ‘left

wing chat' and 'right wing comer. See www.teensn2politics cormfarums!.
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The Political Sifstent and Politicians

Palitical parties
The 2004 Young Australian of the Year, Hugh Cvans, has suggested that yaung
peopla faal shut out of mainstream party politics.

Tho former Queensiand Stats Youth Advisory Council told the rommitee that the
issues addressad by political pacdies, pal‘lihuldtl]r al efectivn oo, ang doninaled Ly

thase relevant to uﬁ:ler pe::r;ﬂe and our ag:emg puim[atmn

Mew jdgas

v Dr Ariadne Viomaen, a leclurer at the University ol Sydney, researches young
people and pulitics. She writes that, 'The one area of particlpatian that remafne
low for young paople, and indecd for most Australians, i3 membership of political
parias. Hather than laballing party membershin dacline as apathy, we ought o
see how unappealing political parties have become. And il is up to paries to
involva a new generation. This might not ba by way of formal membersiig;
instead, partics mighi consult young poople on issues relevant ta their lives” (aze
Vromen).

» I the US, a nationwide study of youth attliudes found that young people were
active In thair communities but not concermed about poitics. As an outcoma ai
that study. & strategy adopted to re-connect yauth to dermonracy is that, daring
alaction campaigns, the media offer youth-moderaled candidate debates [see
Nativna! Association of Secretarles of Siatel.
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Paliticians

Many réscarch studics in Australia and internationally revedl 1hat yound poople are
cynicel about the behaviour of paiilictans.

Héw:'gan poiiticians themaelves. restore tho' faili - of young people in

dgmocrasy?

Heaw ideras

v D Ariadne Viomen eays that politicians only congidar young paop 2 when thay
prosent a problam; that voung peopls tend 50 be talked about rather than talked
with; ang that young peonle’s perspectives are raraly included in pubtic debate,
Cr Vramen suggests that whal is needad is direct evidence of young people’s
expenences and arguments based on such evidence fsee Yrmomen).

v inthe Upited States, Canads and the United Kingdom, whare voting isn’t
compulsony, it has boan shown that contact with political parties and candidates 1s
an mportant elemeant of ‘get-out-the-vale’ atrategiza. Foliowing the 2001 Eritish
general election, the UK Electoral Commissian ideniified a lack ol canvassing by
politicians as a likely reason for dissatistaction (and low turnaut) arang first-tirme

WLErs,
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Young People ond the Commandty

Being heard

While: young people may he iemead off politics as it currently operates, many
sledivs and surveys have found that young oecple dre very intereslad it poliica)
IBEUES IMponant 13 them, The challenge for governments is 1o engage with young
people, and the first thing that young pecple say s that they want to bé heard.

Have you used any Of the govarmment copoitnilies fo voice. your opfnfons
about issuas? How =fecfive was i?



Mew ideas
v I Western Australia, the Clvics and Citizenship Unitin the Depantment of Premisr
and Cabtinet aims 10 enhancea demecracy in that state through ¢ivics education

and the promation of an active citfzenry. The goal is a community where all
Wastam Australians are valued as citizens, whers they play a sianificant role In

sating policy priarities and where they help shaps the nature of therr sociely (see:
v Dr Adadne Vrormen suggests that, "Yuung people have a broad ranga of
economic, secial, snd polllical expariences’ and that we nood to ‘ereate nolusive
fomis of governance that recognise and build upon different ways of making
communitias. Thoae in power naed fa fistan fo young pecple more, and young
p-eupb'*.'; diverse viaws and expenences nead o be ziliculaled in the media’ (see

Ne e, bt it gued A hig of Hit gon:.
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New ideas

+  In 2083, the Commission for Chiidren and Young People was inviled to parficipate
in a committes for the development of a sponls and recreatian facility for yaung
peaple on Pafm lsland in North Queensiand, The Commission underlingd the

imporlance of the commiltee asking young people what they wanted. The issuc
for tho Commiceion wae not 90 mugh “Aow do we involva childran in tha building

of this faciliy” out rather “how go wa gef the faciffy the children wani?"

v In 2003, in Parramatta in Sydney, a Youlh Jury presentad young peopla with
practical oppartunities to tearn and discues tha diverss interests and conoarns of a
wide variaty of young peopls acrose the Parramatta region. Paricipants lsamed

about teamwark, negotiation skills and the poveers of government, This anabled
them to form realistic recommendations fo suppadt the naeds of the collacive

ynuth of Parramatta.

Tha aim of the Youth Jury was 1o assist with bridging racial intolerance and
cultural diversity among youny people of Parramala,

The recommendations of the Youth Jury were gimad at key government and
comriunity grganisations of Parramara.
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' [ Taking action

‘ Young people want 1o be actively inwolved in democracy. Vating al electinns is only
| one way of bolng involved tn 2 democralic society,

!" Which of the' a’aﬂowmg acﬁw:‘;ea ha e yarr:f camacf aut; cr: wr.:u;‘d _r.rr:m Mre f c:etn].-’

){ out? '

I

|:-I Have done Would like o

||| Activily {4 ar x) do {4orx)

il Voluntesting 5] ,@’ i ?

¥ L

: Iritiating er participating in 2 19640 youth projas —J e

IrFII i . initiating or sigaing & potition £ f_\:]’:‘

| .| r Atlending a rally or protest 1] T

[ ] Taking part n a sinke — r.yf/

5 Bizing a member of a politcat party ] 'E;

o , Balng 2 mambes of 2 trade union fed wd

o Being a member of & stadent union = i

| A ! Being 2 member of 3 non-govemment

1 erganisation which lobhies govamment (¢.9. The [ "‘_)_?j

! illemess Soclety, Amnesty Inemationat,

| ‘| ' Greenoeaoc)
: : Coptacting a politician or lesal govermment ] Tﬂ .
! J Cend by
i | Farnicipaling in & Youth Parliament () M
3 i
| ; Feing v lved n a Yourb Souncil ! ] £
. Being imvolved in an crganisadion winch scols 1o Cj @/

renrasen! the views ol young prople (e.q. Young
. Australizn Rural Metwork} :
Yourg ooople say that to be engadged in demaaracy they need things such as: .

v information:

¢ opportunilles to actively Bngage in domogracy;

+  anidea aboul what can be achieved realigtically,
4 r spaces in which to meel and discuss; and

!: ; v aceess to the internel, phatocopiers, et

! #) What assistance or encourggement do you nesd from goverment (0 take
i LA aption ghouf the iSsudsVou fsel pagsiongte aboul?

; MNew idess

v Brisbane Gity Gouncil has developed Visitle Ink', a website which allows young

; peatle to have a say in the Council’s prograrms. The wehsite contains information
i abnut how young people can have ther say, svents for young people, nks to



resources and a forurn thraugh whick young peapks can express their opiniona.
The Council has alse provided young people with areas around Brisbane where
ey can coms togethar to meet and organlsa activities and crojacts of Intarast to
them. These areas are acceasible to young paopls and well resourced (500
wwnw visthle-ink ondf.

v Tha Victorian Government producoed 2 handbook for yelng paople on how they
can greate change in their community. The handbook provides auggestions an
how young peapls can get actia an a project thay fesi pa's‘smna!e abwutt, and how
they can implemen that project (see www.yoth.ve, 21 ;

v The Foundation for Young Australians is & non-prefil organisttion dedicated t¢
developing innovative inidiatives that suppor and empawer young paopls aged 12
ta 25. The Foundation provides seed-funding for ideas, proactively seeks co-
funding to suppost indtigtives and hetps the recipients struclure themssfves to
snsura long-tarm sustalnabillty. Each year, the Foundation manages 8 portfalia of
grants totaling about 6 million. Af least 25% of w1l grant funding is dedicated to
iritislives specifically designed to benafit young indigenaus Australions (32
www.youngaustralians arg).

%' Hieeal L el FM"; Fin 41-45-4‘-""‘ %L "{@é/
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Naw ideas

*  The Youth Electorat Study (YES) found that parenis ara regarded by young
pecple as the most important source of information about voting, Tolevision and
newapapers ars tha nexd most impastant, however young peopie view thase latter
soees with some sceplicism
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vhat rafe can nm—gwemmenr fourdafions or. communily. organisaiions play
in geiing youtg people active and involred with demeciacy?

Now idozs

v The hspire Foundation (see wwy.insnire org.au) is a national non-prodit
fourdation which aims to ¢reate cpponunitios for voung Australians, principally
aged botween 16 and 25, to help themselves and others, The Foundation
acknowledges that yaung penpie want to make a positive differancs in their own
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kwes and in thair communitiee. Young people ars actively invoblved in the
develapment and defivery of all the Feundation’s initiatives. Ona initative,
"BetNmw’, is A weh-basad servica that will provide young pacple with information
and support on how they can becorne involved in issues or causes in e
cemmunity that they are passionzte about.

WibeWire Youth Sarvices is a volunteer-nased, non-profit youth meda end training
nrganisation which provides young people aged batwesn 16 and 30 with an onling
farurn ibrgugh which they can decess information on a rengs o topwes, pailicipate
in disgusstons with other young pecple and becoms involvad in the exchange of
infarmation with other young people (see yibw vibewiro not). Recont initiagtives

iciude ‘electionTracke: (see www alecliaontracker nelfel! which senl yaung
peaple aut on the campaign trail as reporters in the 2004 Fedaral election. These

reports were ulilised by six radio stations, $B8 and ARC news.

The US Ad Gouncil is a nen profic organisation which produces, disrbutzs and
promoles public service campaigns on a range of issues. A recent campaign,
'Tight Mannequinism’, focussed on improving youth civic engagement and voter
parizipation. N involved television and radio ads aimed at getting young people
involved in issues they vare abgut, voluntesring and voling {see

www flahtmannequinism.org).

‘Hook the Vote' ss & non-profit organiaation which aims (0 engage young pegpain
the political process in fhe United States and draw attentian to issues of concern
to young pecple. [t coordinates vater registration drves and sdusation eforts to
ensure youny seople sxerciss their righl to vote. Youth culture is harmessed in he
promotion of its campaigns, many of which faature high profile calsbrities including
fusicians, astors, alhletcs and comodians. o the 2004 elections, 1.2 millien
poople ook advantage of the arganisation’s enline voler ragistration fagility, and a
turther 200,000 registerad as apart of the Rock the Vole Bus Tour across the

cotntry (ses waw, rockihevate com).
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Guloelings for making f subwmisgion

There is no set form for a submission lo the committee, Submissinns may be made using
the Inquiry response torm or in the furm &f a letter, a submstantial paper or a short
documant and they may in¢lude appendices. Submissions may coniain facts, opintons,
argumentls and rasomimendalions for action. The mosi uselul submissions are to the
paird.

The cormwnttee wauld preter written submissions, hel will also accent subrmissiens an
audio tape. For written submissions, typed or printed text is preferabls, though lagible
§ hand-wiitter submigsions are acce@able. Numbered pages and, for submissions in
E & cxcess of 20 poges, 4 brief summary and 4 tablz of contents is alsa hofpful,

All submissions must inciude the name and contact deatails of the person making the
aubmissinn. Those making a submission on behall of an arganisation shauld indicate at
what level the submission has baen authanised (eg sub-committes, president, chair, etc.).

Public officers may make submissions as private individeals, However, if reference s
made ik 4 submission ta their official position, it should alse be made clest that the
submission is made in a private capactty. Submissions from govemnment depariments
shouid be authorised in avcordance with nomal deparlmental provedure.

Content and relevance
A submission may cover some or zll of he iseucs raisad in the rasponse form. [t would be
tislpful it aubirissions clearly siated which issues arc being addressed.

The committaa’s usual procaedure 1s to publicly releass and table submisslons in the
Legisiative Assombly. Not alf submissions will neceasarily ba publishod andéor tabied, The
cofmmities ressrves the right to not publish of table confidential aubmisaions, or
submissions which are irrelavant, contain scumrilous or defamatory matenal, or ara
oiherwisa not suitable for publishing, The committes will inform you i it decides not ta
decapl, of aot o guthorise the publicalion of, your submission.

Confidentiality

The committes atkempts t0 congust is Inguirlas in the most gpan way possibla. Howavar,
¥ you belleve that your submission (or part of it] should nal be made public, clearly write
‘confidential’ on each pags and. in & brief covaring leter, explain why your submiasion
should be frerded cordidentially. The cammittes will then consider your request for
confidentiafity,

Unauthorised Holeaga

Onea the committes recalves a submifssion, i becomes committes propenty and should
not bo pubished without the commities’s awtherization, Publication of 8 submigsion
without the committes's authorsation maans that that publication is not protected by
parliamentary privilege and may amount lo & contermpt of Parfiament.

- All submlssions should be sent fo
;, The Rosoarch Director

Bl Legal, Consttutional and Administrative Faview Gommities
Farliament House, George Stroet
BRISEANE QLD 4000
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- Gubmissians close on Wednesday, 30 November 2005
Extensions tn the closing date may be given. if you need more tine to maks 2
sukmission, or il you require further informarion, contact the commimee’s secretanal on:
Talephone: (07} 3408 7307
Fax (07) 3406 7070
Ernall: toaro @ parliament.gd.oov.ay

Copies of this paper and all other publications by the Legal and Constitutional Committen
are available on the Intemet via 1he gormmitize's home page ot

weny, parllament.qld.gov.au/commifiags/eqalzey.him
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