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COMMITTEE 

RESPONSE FORM 

Thi. form can be u",d \0 ",od your v;"w, 10 !h~ ~ ... _ P1e. , e ,;0"..-1 . to: 

TIIO Ros .... 'on OifeClO' 
Le\jal, Coo.llIuIiondJ ~nd ~dmini.1mIiwI RfN_ Ce<r<ni'too 
Panialrl.nt 1'1O<J •• 
3<.'-0" ~~"'" 
Brnbar'<: QIC ~ 

0, tax ~ 10: 073400 7!)ro 
0< omll ~ »: ICOro:.,.,.",.nNnt@.9CN., U 

A PARLIAMENTARY COMMITTEE INQUIRY INTO YOUNG PEOPLE 
ENGA.GING IN DEMOCRACY IN QUEENSLAND 



Y0lA:Y volu 

The am 01 Ihis inquir¥ is 10 make practical rocOOlm8l1datio,," 10 

incrMse the interest and psrticipation of yoong peop~ in d""""~IM'Y in 
Queer\.~I~r;d_ 

T~e comm<t1ee w~nt~ to he"r from \'<lung poople, In panlculu, about: 

@l whal;5 needed in Ql",enslar;d; 

;1ft I\tl:U wjl worK; 

$ w~1 woo't; and 

!f. wMt ygu want 10 ao or expericnoo. 

Wc woiJld also like to hear from a~ people in Quconaland who have an 
inlereSl in young poople, or in )l'JUI1g poople OIlgaginQ lrI democracy. 

Tn h,,1p you to think abol~, diSCl15S and ,e'PDI1d 1<1 m~"r_~ r,"i'Y~nt It; 

Ihi'! inquiry, we nave Mf <1ut bel<1w some: 
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Educatjonffnformatlon 

It Is !he job of !ne Electoral Commissicm QuOOOlll<lnd (EeO) to onsure tMt poople 
enrol and vote at elections. To do tIl~. Ill ... [CO uM!~ !!ducl'ilioo Md II.Wafene~ 
program~ (~-!J, postcards, pesters and ~chool visits) 

fa ~'~'~,'d&i&1kii-n;,;mff'ff~!tJjd";iJit\if$'·iijj!~~:-if _

>"~' '~>_> ,. """-",'- .. ';'-.;>c-::"i'-' ~·i.:_ I." .. ?:;-"o)"": ' ",;c'.',-, ,"'_ .< .,,,: , •• el_ ._:;~:: __ .. v., '_ .. / " ,',:.-'." .. -',' 
, ,,-.. "'-';' '.'~.-<!--.l-.. ,-,-., .. " ,';-',"-_~:_ - \'_':_"'-". __ ," ,'. ',' "_ 

New ideas 

" 

In 2003, ElectioM Canada partne,ed with Cable in the CI~sroom 10 d!welop a 
Mw II<)lo( !lduc8tior1 program 10< 5!udents. iocludiog a GOfItest cha~en9ing f>"O!lle 
~ 16 to 1 a to c,eal .. 3O-s'Kx>n<i publ;"; S..,VK;e ""'1<JClJCer,",,'Is 011 video telling 
th;iir peers why too dgmocratlc Pfocoos and voting af; ImP'Jrtant. 

Tile United Kingdom Electoral Commisalon'3 'Do PolitICS' alms to (let }'(lung 
people inva1ved in d"",,,,,,acy. It m~y)", ""''''"~oo at ........w.dooolitics,cp,uk. 'Do 
Pl'llilko~' ~.<)(I(iuc~ wOOshDP" and events, and provides r~ource~ M.<"i t'~ininll 
across tha UK !or YOU"!! ~t!!.V\<.I, 

!n Australia, the Youth Electoral Study (YES) fO\Xld that Sl)Ille i<1centivG'l would 
attroot a lirst ~ote. Young people said a tax break or the we 01 promotional rock 
CO/1C~rts would be th e most effect;"" ""'"ntives, bul there WM <!Il so Mme support 
k>r th~ n<lti"" ihat incentives SMl~d nol 00 needed as voting i< .. re.<p<>n"ihillty 
that <:OmeS with C~il1fflship. 

~.~---

Voter reglstrallon 

In Auslrali ... ,,~ch fl"".."n must oomp~tP. an ",,,,oImenT form to '''gister la vole_ 

~ Hl1'>¥ c()f1kf the.' a;9m:;!Ik.~- ~. 1!;JSi<!r,for ~~,ta·. enryllInd'~ Kt fflgI.';tflieit.Iri.IIOie?' ',',." . - . 

N",,,, id~as 

in ~ cDoot,ifl~, mg'~lration i .• OOI>/! by Ihp. O"vemmool ~o IMal people are 
"utcrnat'c~ny r"'9ist~rwd wh~n 1Il~ nj'ilCh ""blg a9"'. An ~'tarnational repor: by 
th~ klSl!iute tor O .. mocracv 300 ElliCtoral Assi~ .. nc .. , Y(J(Jfh Voter Parlk:ip"[i<xJ, 
5uWests automatic rogistration by 100 government rathor than it bOing a duty of 
ea.ch person 10 Mm!. 

Other <."(XJntriss <mabt.. PIIOpllllO 'I;IIlisllK at a poIlin!l station an wtectioll (j~y, or 
o~- Ine, 

in Canaci01O. Electioo. Car>ada identifies people wh o have tlmed 18 thrOll<Jh 
irlt<xmat"m p'ov id~ by. for <>x~mpl\/, tha tax offic9 ilnd mot<.>r "",1':~le ",y;~1ers, 
Th€ Chief EI~~oral OWCDI writes TO t~csc pooplo 10 ask tMm to oonfirm :hat w.y 
are eigib~ to vole Md cooMnl to being inctuded in tll<'! n~tiona.t re~ iste', 
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Polling ~1ations 
In OLJeen~lnnd, po l "'Q ~,,,ti<'ln.~ M~ lJ5wIIly Ioc"t~d in ~choo~ or ha l 3 ~nd are open 
b€twesn 8.am am Bpm 

Illow.COU/d thi9 ECO ~k" it .. ~sferfpryaUn{jpf!'ilpIMiH;asftt1""rvate? 

N'i'W ideas 

ill recon! Carladi[)ll eleot;Ons. ElooliollG CUMOO, rmoducod more pots in locations 
10 whlcll young peDple have easy lieceSlI, ~ UC!) ti3 oosr a\lKIant le~ideflCC5 and 
un""r~ ity ""jo"hou'hno<i~ . 
In Cam.u .. , polir>g ~Iatioos ar~ open tur 12 huur~. 

DeIGgat'tOnt lrom 111& Australian ElCctoral COmmi!lsion and the Victorian E!ectoral 
Commission obServed electronic voting processes at elections in Iha USA, UK 
~nd Ireland between 200n ~nr1 2002. Too deIe9~non~ c:aMidered till! ditf&r ... nt 
options that "re av~ilable. their advantage" ""rl cisadv"'nI"(lA.~.Vt<i ""w """h 
u)JI.iol1 wwld su~ Au~k .. ha'~ VQting systOi'flJs. Th~ ckll"gatiOflS taCOITmend .. d e· 
voting b~ mad", avallabk> \Q cllJ1ain clas"es oIlKltllrs inclLJding vol ..... in Arllarclica, 
voters in r(llTlOre,localiOrJS, voters with I ol'$rseas V(l(ElrS (SG" 

I 

A ''?Cent rr~pc"l 01 ~ ... Vl \{l(Jan Scrutiny of Acts and Regulations Commit'",." 
VictQn",m Electron"c; Dsm""f<j~y, con,.ioored .. Ioctroni<: vol~IY. It r"';orTtlll<O,l<krj 
lha! Victorian elections shOuld not be con~led rarTlO(ely ~a lnformall00 aM 
communications IElClmolOgles in the rlS1l1lo.rture, !)uT idenlitiod lh<:ltoWwiIV;; koy 
advl!.nt~ge~ 01 remam voting ~yslems' 

easy accea~ tor lr!!.Vf:lers ~nd dtaabJed peopJe; 

providing an frltariaoa tor other tachnologies oucn as S()fCon readers. Braillo 
camptJler". rMgn lip.,~ or "llemative data entry ~)".!tem~ ; 

eUowirlg for the ea~)' Md cheap distribution of balal paper3 In ditterenl 
l1tnguages; 

i""tantaneolls p'oc~~ing; amI 

~ lowing VOI"'~ t~ ~C~"M ~ widP. rMO" of door intormatiOn while coosidering 
.ono ,-,,,sting t~~ vot~. 

" 3AY',cLr:L)._~ ___ ~Vl ___ (~'~ __ ?~-:1 ___ !~_~_f<) t{liJo~~ 
.0'9->-'- -JA.,..,4 h_"'·,'_*: ___ V~_.--: ,3""--: '_":""-t",_ \ rd:-e, 
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Ad ... ,.noe voting 

Currently'" OJwnslalld, iI Y\l'" can' t vohl al ytJur ooarosI polling boolh on ilia tlay 
01 tI s!ll9 elacllan, 6DOOiSJ 8fmngcmcrttG CM be toodE' 101' you 10 QllIl yo~ ¥Ote. 
suol'l ::s b'f a4J.'8I'ICe VOIing rl person Of pMI;Il loDIinoJ- Th6!Ie nplion.'l tirO! aU~ 
on onI~ .'I()I'NI eifcdns:tnceS . !of 91<i11T1p1e, if you. ,..jl bit irllot<$ttII~ U" puling ,Jay; 
haV* • ~I,o llly; ur ~<II'I ' t wt9 00 thal dlIy OOcaUSG 01 rBll9iQus I)eMels. Foc tulttler 
iI1Toon a~OI'I , £811 y.ww.GCQ.g)d,COY ny. 

1) ............. 1 

• III fi t' I lK pnIlL'" ~ 15 _ DIe to Any eI'OibIe vola on fIql.I<t'JI . A pHO<II'I M fty 
aP':)ly lor ;»3I::aI wring tor 11. plllicull'lr ftIfor.!inn,. Mr .. 1:fWt>Iirl period oIlimoo! 01 tor ~g 
lut<lfe eI~ 

To 11<.',.1",1\1 ""'ing,~. stllte Qavo~ oolAd doolare me IU.~ ot a stato cIootion 
a I)IJblie holday or schOXlulC nn cloolion for a day other than a Saturday. 

In IIJ1lJ1e. ~ ele<:lronic voli<lg wllre Ul hft inn<:>duce<1, for ""' !.mple, iI ~ Mt be 
n~nry;o MVf! "" 'elecTion day. w<th d YOtes cast 00 lNI s.;lIlW didy Vojjn~ 

eooJd Iolkle pI;oJ;e, Ior """'~' OIlY< ~ 'ttktctiw .... wk'. 

~ ':1"'" ",0.1,\ Ix ",cl.jv""cl ~ QA1._~"-~ 

--.~-- .. - .. ~.------

New ide~~ 
F'IIOI' 10 the 2004 federal olOO1ion. the Spoolal Mmister at Stale, E:.m: Abetz 
propo.od that: 

the etectorall~ bv cillSl/dll> oow 'lQIIIn; on too day tho 91 9C1Jon WIll; would bg 

illSUYd /usualy tOO day th(l el9C!lool& announced): (lfId 

pe(Ole _!ling 10 dIMI<)It lhI!ir M to/melll details be given three di!~ 10 00 30. 

Tnls ~ dui not pfoceed as ft wu nnl " "ppntte<i by ''''''' """'-oove.,..." ..... 
pII/Ii!,' 

~ _~e.uM_J'.,C _","\ ___ k,,,, j., 1A.u ~fJ~u (' iL&"j' t') 
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Fi:<ed election day 

In Oueenslaro;;l, tlwe is no lixlild election day for state eleck,,'~, 

A tl:<ed s(e.ction d~y cOLld illlow improved civi:s edllC~tlOf1 COLrSe,o;, mock· ... l ec1ion~ 
... nd othilf ~tratGgi"li 9I\Cooraqing young pooplw',. <;Hlgage"'~nl with .. I"",~ons IQ ""' 
pl::J.M(l!l ~ advance (sec Mii1er). For E>xampl(l, Do fixOd election (!ay would al Dw 
civ~ edu{'.ator~ to pIAn and wMud their r.aurse~ in parallel with !In e~llIlon 
G~mpaig<1 

1& D(lyOt!lliltilfi~ro\fadliiv~ M!iCaJfMJsl1:1NOrthwhxe;,W,GnKlI9<l';j!mmsnt 
J!t. la i.'dnsi<;Jet'<J.chilng,;t'ta JixrJiJ t"rm eli/(;b'oo~?, '< " 

In QLIMMland, "leclio,;~ for ~llocal govemm~nt ;\lJlhori1ie~ are gener~lIy held 
"wry lour y~""5 on lhollast Satunjay in March. 

" .,!u,c\uL il-< C; fixed 

New V<>l;flY 5y.lem 

In Oue\!~sland, ~ systgm 01 optlon",1 pref\lfootial VQtin!! i • ...,;!id, A la«1 ,1l ~<i!I .. buul 
'OPV 1& avallabl(! from: wwYI,eQgJ'lldJl9v.,,!~. 

<Si Do yuu thin!< YOl1!J9~" ~iJ b .. m'f~ 'Ik~y to, vof" Irth9.VOtil1(j sYstem 
, .. ' ~a.> ch;mglli1 so trut.~ndl(j1l19"_lUf11/fn.qoo, Cf/!I~1Ii i5su~ o.f /iiIJticulif, m11UWi 

royoung, POOPI(J wart:! mom 111«>11'.,'(6' >!(it '~eC1iX1:and/1aV9_a 'yij/CiJ In 
parlJament? '" 

N, widMS 

Applfndb D conla ill1' a rgll100d I'Orsion ot iI pil~r pr~a",d for "" .,~uiry, Halld~ 
on Parliament, by the LCQal and Constitutional Committee 01 the prW'rovs 
Parliament. II prOvides intormatKm et:out our wtin!;l syatem and ways it might be 
chan~ In prn~ ide mnr~ rl~f~~y in I:andidaT"" who mighl 00 .. leGt~d_ 

As. in QUij~n .l<lnd, tnij voting .yst .. m in the UK makes it v~ry dI/lieu. for 
candkjates Irom minOf partios to \lOt ~coted. In May 2005, som~ 500,000 school 
stiJdents in the UK I/Otecl in 11 mock election to CO incide W~h the geneml elections. 
The stu~tm ~oled for the ~ctual Glmd id~te~. The f~-'lJJt~ """w,,,\ that thA 
sludenls w~ .. altr..:;l .. d tu Pi"t ... wllicll rin canddites on certain issues; for 
ll~ampK1, StiJd8nlS whO ten paSEionat!l about too 9rwirOllm .. rJC vot .. d tor thll GfI/<on 
Party, Despite fallinQ to have a sinQle candidate relurned i'lIM oenaml aloetians. 
Ih" Gr~"n P;"rty ~","~Jr..n 4~ ~!l! of" fl'lssihl~ 349 ~P.!Its i'lIOO mock election_ 

ProportlorJai represlmtatiOll vainq, wh ich is uslXI lor SBnate \I1octiOllS in Australico, 
providcc grCill()T opportunity for ml10r parties 10 win sems, 

\{_~o,-~ ___ ,Y\_C''vJ_I.A __ lli_I!~ ___ \o::- ___ ® __ -JJ~ i ~'~ _ <>.'- .:"i~ _ 
_ ___ c>f: ___ ~~'0 __ . __ ~;.>:-!: ~hQl'.L ,,9,-:-1 h ,,", ._ N &---1~ 

1(;,0(' "'-4·_ _ ______ _ 
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Votin~ age 
In Au:;lra~a, I'QU rn\!1it b;;I18 y .. ars du 10 vole. Thol nlrlimum V(l11rnj ag91n (lIOOr 
eoun1!les rangos from 15 to 21. 

Th9 m!nmum ages 00\ by lhe Jaw IOf olller activities are ~sleu in appendix El. 

il :Sl!oiiI4'tti{rVOtJtill!il9:~~;~fI;d;i&,izt'*;i6.'u,;;',~,'~.·,oj,~1It~ 
111. WitI1f}Ji;a i$Jq~it.siiQM VoIiii;i;".ffili~~fb;Oj'~iiiif/i\'Y" 

NilI\' i<1ea~ 

111 April 2004, foKewing a. project on the age of eleetOl'3I majority, the United 
Ki,gdom Ele<:lolal Commi~";oo recomm('Jl"J(!ed that the minimum age tor "n "",,,t~ 
ot\lQling in poollc elections in /1-", UK remo.in ill 18 y ... .,s tur UIt' lin19 bei"\I_ The 
UK Eledofill Commissioo ildvislKl, hOWIiWr, \hat ~ axpocted to undertah a 
lurthlir lormal mYlew 01 the minimum IIOtinQIIQC within a further tlV() 10 = 
yearo. It =uraged the government 10 coo3ider inltiHting a wider review otthe 
age 01 majority. 

In 2000, a report on changing sO<.ial and l\I9al frarn .. workl; tor young A""tr~lian,. 
fourn thill, OO"P~ii ,.om .. Int .. mst in getting more inVOlved in the~ community and 
in \jOvo>fnm<Jnt decision-making prOG()s5Q~, young peopl<o wero QU~Q roUomnt to 
cl2im 1.Ilo riOh! on(! reapooaibility at ha~ the vate YOUi1g"Brlhan at a,,~ la. lhe 
majority (74%) of young f'f'nple invalwod in the reMarch Mid IMt they ....... " no! 
,eady or inte'Mted in geltk19 involved illormal poI~ical processes such as votiog 
be'",e they we,e 18. Ttl<oli, p~r""ts ;!Q",ad, wdh a m~jority (510/.) sugg<l"tinglhat 
yO'JII!j' P"'Jp;" ar .. nol rnatulli IInougl1 and not intGrllstGd in volln~ bororolhill' arll 
, 8, and lIlat young pcoplo undor 18 have other pres$\JI'e$ to contrant and contcnd 
with (000 Car$OO, Fitzgerald and Roch"j. 

Camplll.""')' ""ting WM inlwdoced in Queensland in 1914 and by the 
('.nmm<)r1we~kh in 192.4. R"s~arch by Mi1r",r (,.....t>IiIolwd In Civic LiI'iro/.q. How 
inloimw;1 Cilil.illIs M"~,, DI?mOCr:a"Y WOIk, Univlirsity PrQS,. 01 N~w England, 
Ha;lOvo>f, 2002.) indloatG$ that tIla affect 01 inlrodoJCinq compulSOry volin~ In 
AU$tralta wa~ to bring about a 23% Qve'all illCreaae 1(1 voting. 

Education in school .. 

In Qu"",",sland ,;:cloos, there is no subjl;l<:t calloo 'civics IKjucation' 0' ·ci!iz .. nship 
"ducation'. Primary and sooondalY 5tudcnts leorn (loout democrocy. inctuding 
parliamelll. govemm~nt Md eleclioM, in ~ number of ddle",nt ,,,bjec~. Stlldo!!nt3 
also eXp"rienc~ democracy at school, io, exarnpl9lhrougil ~1i!C!iol1s Joy s.chool 
CC..--..;11 ffllifnbolrs ,,-,ojIur sct,oolliiadll<ii. 

~llC/ltion ~bout democracy 
Ad<:Jitioll~1 <'l1ocatiu1a1 apportll1iti9S f919vant to d(lfl1ocracy inel1.Kf9: 
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visits 10 the 0\l6en519n6 Pari amcl"II, or w a re~"a l Elttin!/ 01 the Qw~n3lafld 
Pa.loament. ""d eduClllion~1 ;,cIMtIl!! provided by PQrli~O!\!aIy i:o)Jcalion 
~; ilnd 

t l!CIOIl!.llKlreatlon 8CllVihes cord..oclcd I1y lIle Ausvallall Electoral! <A.ommission . 
soch a!l y;~1 1Ii!i ~5. 

FottNdlln 

~ H~~ yOv~~lIUvjcs~~:'~'f!~it:A~ a i*JW~!!tuacrrtf;'/Jf! iXltte/ ~l'fIPa~l1fJfc:~~.~:o.filln.!OCt~P ,, ' -

N§w klI:tI5 

If> prlMOUS R,ju,,;"":' u..; lNgaI end Con!Ji1"lin,", ('.ammllte<e llIIol 1nl Legar mid 
COrwlltuliollill Comrr1:lws 01 ~'\l 491" iloo 5Il'd'I PfOf1~ 1'1_ made 
Icoommc"d:lIion$ about d'JICE ot!vcalion in a..-rslitnd Si""",, 
le<:ommelldetiOns Mve been m()(lC b~ many ~r AU51raliitn bu<J1~1 11 recent 
ye~rs. A Ii!;t 01 some allhese recommclld;JIlon ~ le set out In ;PPllndlx C. 

n ... Cu,,~til ut.......- c..'h' ol WoHle<" At~walia was ntsbbh!lCl lO 8l'lCOtr.l!,lC 
p~ of afl ilQil5 10 I¥am illrUUI Ul' W .... teon Au$I' .... iM pnlibl sySlem and how 
to 3(;1 :W1Y paniclpale in n, I ott\ilf$ di$",,"Y" un Ill' Con~ior> ~nd .' -'f"'"C'''' of 
~~lZenship and PC~I""-I ~OIltOf\l. T/1Q E~lOfaf EWe!!liu" C.m~"''' Ir;u;too within 
the SlIme complex, IInd provtde3 i!ltet:Jctive Pfoglams allowing poiopla 1<1 c~st a 
~e, d~cov~ ''''' 1lr9"-' 01 demOCltICy Wld ur'Ldernl0nd how the 1/0I1"Ig &\'item 
""-'l ki (~e<i! _ .£Oi!ll,e .. a.m ~ l.!'lnrl"I.htm\. PI'ogrIlIm, pre3M1ed ,n way!; 

wnlCfl 00ll1lQ4t young P\I\lpIe, "'''' "W <:Qmlod..,j for school ~ru.1enl5 visilino !ne 
Centre. TC3CI'I&r resoufCEI kls comp .. mt!JIl.....cta ~m. Aesouret b('m". on 
Vflrio~3 lOIl~ iIf~ avarlable to ~I\OOI~ In remotll ar9U. In .,llIli"", I/lOO 
Cno~tit"tiM AJ Clll"ll'''' hft~ ~lif!iQ peC ,in 'OlA Re!l()h Program' '1mIe1\ ItlYONVS" 
r,..t .. ork 01 k>ca l peopl~ in rural Md ,"'molo!! ~IO!!IIS o! Wo!!Btern AIX;1r111 0. providir.g 
programs 10 itiJdilnti Ir1 t hDS ~ ~, .. u. S""'" pl'ogl!ll1'8 lire "Pfr.~ie le Indigenous 
communlb(ls. 

A Ci~i~ M d Cil;"HI~ E<lucllloon weMile (lOhoh irlcefJXlf3le& 3 pl'tvoOUs 
'OiOlCVVW;'lg o..r.1OCfScy' weW!~) is WWW~ 'VlC:llo«rtrlM:!htp e!fullY. 

'KiC13 VetinQ USA' la a n~Mnall"lOn ·PJom. ClO(l.p~rlrsal1 urya.ri!>i.tlon flat t~~h",~ 
MuclMt~ about ei!IZIlllI~, CIVlO re3POl'\ sitl4i'ty. democracy and p:llitli;JI 
y&rlicipation. T <Jgefler .. iII1 .:LtUmntn actMlie5. students a re proviaXl with an 
OPPOfUl1i1y 10 enl a "Kids VuIir"J' bJ110I on e lllction ~y. >lncl !My vole on !he 
same COOdOalOO GI"KI il;$ues as a<lJfts. In 2004, ' .5 rniJion iMI,,-m, 1 .. ned OUI I<> 

VOIfl l o, fIrI'-'<orl&ntial, b::1I1 ana state ctl ndidSlteS. Area~ \'I'lth a J< fdI; v"iny USA 
program haw showed ~ voiin~ I~tfl lor leg islered 18 year clds which ro 14% 
~'1j;1l<if 11 .. 11 I", "'-"' ·~iO"f.;"''''' 'Y "'. u . S...., W'<VW ~5:lMQ9 'I."'· "«11 



3tudenls witt1 practic~ ballots which have linb to r.amirnte bio<J"'phies~;,d oll1er 
rP.3OU/'Ce~_ About 35,000 sl...oonts paitidpaloo during UI<'! 2004 ~,,,side"li ... 1 
<iI~ion~. 

·Teen~ N2 Polilic.~' i~ a US-based w"b~i1e which offe~ young people an 
owortLlllily 10 pit,tid~all! in di!lL"US5ioo fUrurTI5 QIl bpi:;s 5lJCh as t~ ecOOOOlV, 
foreign poflc~, gonoml poIniC<lll~suc$, ~nimals ond 1110 onvilOnment. ProVision is 
o~o made loryoung people la contribul~ 10 discussions lJ!ldar the romer oI'l<!!f! 
wi"9 chaf !V"Id 'right wing come,'. See www.teensn2oolit ics.com/l.orumsl_ 

\t- .[.-l\~~L~-.I",,~. -jr<'~:"',,1 'm~'~, ,~'lA1-"'-,,;,~)--,o~f~~'C;(...,~· ~"'-;;;~~"-,;£~\'j'Ct . 
.f-\. )'>.. b=>:i 4-N\ <:'l.hv~ dJ ... d .... ,.. 10 k~ 
c.h1\d.-,~,,---"~~!f'"C·~,"-,"<o,~~c· _____ _ 

Politicol pari1es 

Th" 2004 YntnO "ll.~lra~an 01 Ihe YSaI. Hugh Ev"ns. has suggested Ihat young 
people fool slll.ll Qut 01 mairlstniOarTl ~ .. ,ty p<.>~lb;. 

Th,. ft>tm~r o..-n~I;oro:! SI;oI .. Youth Adv;oo,), Couodl told th .. c"" .. ni" .... that th .. 
issues lddniissiOd by pulilit;al pari",,", !la,ticula,1y at eloc1ian t irm;l, ar9 domirlatw "" 
thos," r~,",v,"nt to oloor pooplo and oor ageing populatl(l(). 

Now idPas 

Or Ari;«IlB Vrom~n, a lecturlif ",I the lmivws1ty 0"1 Sydnoy, r!lS~arches young 
poople and pol~ics. She wrltos that. "Tho onc area of pat1ioipnlion that rcmain~ 
low for)'OlKlQ p-eopl~, IInd indeed far mool AlJ.'Itralians, i~ memoor.ship 0: poIitic~1 
[l'Irlles. Rather than labelling party membership deciin", as apathy, wr" COJgIlllo 
:;;whow l..'1apP9alinq polRical partKis have OOcClmQ. And It Is UP 10 parties to 
Invclvo a new QCllOralion. This might no! be by way of rOMa! membershill: 
if1o\ead, ptlrti~ mighl conSl1~ young pe-op!e on i~~ue~ rp[e""nI tn t~"ir liv"'.~' ~5"'''' 
VromM). 

In the US. a rmtionwido study of youth attituclcs found that YOVll\l people were 
OOlil·e in th~ir communiti~s but not concemed ahnut polite.... As "0 n(J tcf)lfl~ nt 
Ih~lshxjy. a strategy adopted to re-COMIICI ywlh to ct..1T><.>e'''''y is Ito~l, during 
... 19I::;'m c~mpai9'ls, th8 moo;a offer youth·moderated candidate debates (see 
NaIIonaI1l5~Q(liaticn 01 Sccmtaries 0/ State). 
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POliticiaf'ls 

Many roflClIwh 31uOioG in Au5trakil and internationally revoal that YO l.l'10 p~ople am 
cynIcal ilbout th ~ b~ h~viaur 01 politician~_ 

GI How oan ,poIftiOians I/1ctnSlJ/ves., rostore thr;)' fal/hof YO/JIlg people in 
19 democr,,,:;y?-

New i<lP.M 

Or Miadr.e Vrorrwn S3VS that p<)litioiMS C>I1ly consider young poople 'OtlWllhiY 
present a problem; that YOl.l'1!J people tend to toe to~ed Moot mthcrthan talked 
with; and that young people'~ pe~pecllVe:lll.r~ rarely included in pUDi c debate. 
Or Vrnmp.n ",-'OO".,t~ th ... w~M;~ MP.""'~ i~ <i"p.cl e~<dP.n"" 01 YO'-"'Q people's 
expe<iences and arguments base<J 00 such evideoce (see Vrornen) 

In In", UnitQd Sla111&, ~naoo. and the UnitOld Klngc!om, 1I'h9ri vrnir>g isn't 
compulsory, it han been Ghown that conluC1 with pol~icJI parties and candWat8s is 
an importoot element 01 'get-oot-Ihe-vote' strategies. ~oIlowing lhe ~ OO l Britisl1 
geM",,1 election, !hP. LJK Ft.:ctoml Gnmmission i.-!entilled ~ I/IC~ of ctnvMsing by 
i'Ol~i<::ians ~~ ~ likely reasoo fa, dissatistaclioo (and bw lumO<.,l) ~"""'g fir_' t-time 
VQt~'s. 

._----_._. ------ -----

----------

B~in!;l h..",d 

Whie young poople may be turn~ off politics as it currenfly opearles, m,ny 
sluei"" iI~d Sur~"Yi hav~ tOlMld th«t young p~oplil arll v~'y iut"'''sl<id in :x>Iilkal 
issuas rnportant to Ihom. ThO cim~onoo tor QOII{)I("lmootS t5 to on\jaga >It n young 
people, and th~ lir~t thing that yoorltJ peopl~ ~liy i~ Ihatth<'ly wflnt to be h<lard. 

H~v/l you used any Of tM government opporl.uflllies 10 voice ),OOf" opinions 
lJlxJIJl i'."JI!~? IIIJW ~ttY;livl!: WAS il7 
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New ioom; 

In We;;wm Ausu..lia, thg Ci'ics and Ci1izenshlp Unrt in the Depaltmenl cri Pl&mIer 
and Cabinet aim~ IQ enhanoo democraoy ill that stale II1rQUgh ciV1C5 (Kl\JCation 
and the promotion of ~n 1\clivll citizenry. The goaJ is a community where ~1 
Weswn Australians arw valued as L-~izem;, wtJ</ril th~y plav " siyn~i<;ant ro~ in 
silttiIl!lllolicy priOf1llas and where they help stlapc the nature Qf thCllr oociely (SOO: 
w.IW,cijironsoooe, wa,gov aLJ!l. 

Or Anlldne Vr<::o71en 5llggesls tllat, 'YOU1g p~~ ha~e ~ Uroad liOn!,;" <>f 
...:onom;':;, .o:;i~l. and pol~ical ~Xp!lrioocGS' and that we neoo 10 'creata incIlJSJve 
lorms of gQY(!manoo th:ll recognise nnd blJild upon different 'flays 01 makil1g 
communrties. Those in power need to ~sten 10 young people more, Mdyoung 
peopl~'~ diversA vi"""" I\nr! e>:p"'rience~ need to be articu1<lt8d in the media' (~ 
Vroml!ll) 

'N, ""VC "0\ ~ ""11'1\-";'., o{.f'4 

---,-----

N¥",;u.as 

In Zl03. the COllV"TM~sion lor Childr~n aM Yow'!} P""'pie w~~ ;"vitP.d 10 participate 
rn acommitjee for Ihe develnp,.,.,.,,!"lI of ~ ~port~ and recreation facility loc)'OOOg 
p~le (>"1 Palm Island in North Qw","sl.,mJ. n", Cornmrusion U/ld~,i,,,,," the 
ilnport.mc¥ 01100 c""vTl~I"" a"kirIQ VOOIlQ POOP'" what 1fr9vwantGd. TllIIlsiug 
for ~a CommiSSion was nO( so much !lOW do wc involve children in rhcbuilding 
of thiS fQcility" but mtnor "how do we get till! ftlCility th~ children want:'". 

In 2003, in PNTllmalta"' Sydney. " Yoolh Jury pn.s ... nwd youn~ P'K'P~ with 
practical opportunities to tea", arld discuss th~ divQrsa int~rilsts and concQlTlS 01 a 
Widi vari~ty of young paoplll acrOSS!he Parramatla roOian. participants learned 
about teamwork, ncgO!iQlion skiJs and the powelll at government. [his enabled 
them 10 term realistIC recommlmdatoo~ to ~rrf>[>O'f lh~ nMM~ nf I"" "".""Irv.. 
ynu!'1 01 PO!Irr~matt~. 

The am at!1wl Youth Jury W~~ In u5;,;1 wilh bridging ,ad,,1 intolemnce aod 
culural div .. rsity arTloog yourrg I-'!ruplij at P .. rramatta. 

The recomm",ndiltic-rlii 01 tllQ Youth Jury we!!! aim~d at kill' yovemmef1t i1nd 
com:TlLlllity orqan isallDlls of Parramatta. 
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Taking action 
YOUI"I9 peOP"" want 10 be actively involvoo In dOO1ocracy. Voting at gla-:;Iioo. is ,-,,~y 
one way:rf being IlVll"'M in a democratio sooiety . 

.m. r::Ji,C/! of tile fllHoWfng aC1rWioo fUWQjOU eamcCiQut,Qi',wOUI(/ yOiJlik9 t(,lc;arry 

Activity 
Hove <!Ono \vOul~llk.'" 

I~"u) rlQ (1", <) 

Vd unle.rin~ '=l Y' 
lniht;"g Or parlicip"ling in a 1ce"1 yColAh proje ct 0 ~-

IniU~I<>!l m';Cjr!ing" peliUoo U L.,.l-~·~ 

" 
AtIRnd "Q" (311 or p''''e8l Cl la 
Taking part in a ",rile L~ .ts. 
6. lng a m<lm~r 01 a ~Ilical party Cl ~~ 

Being " member 01" !mde union 0 ~ . u Se Belrlg a mijmb~r <A a , 1" (IO nl union 

Being a me"""', of ~ n on .~o"emment 
or¥"",;ltioo which lobbi • • 9""""""""" (o.Q_ Tho 

WiIdIlrno,,, Sociely. """"""I'< \o1e"",~ 0 Zl 
froe'_'~1 

eont __ -linQ a poIitici . " or !r;c~l9"v. mJll ~"1 n C"l 
cOVll<:illor 

P"rticip ating ir1 ~ Yol>lh P~r~_nl 0 I~' 

BIli"lg involVed in a Youth COIJnOiI ,~ W 
-no ;"".~~."..;.-. .. " ')llpn;'. _ """,,k .. "'h ..... 

" 

R 
,eprg"gn! mg l'i e"'$ Of young P~Q (e.g. YOUflg 
A",!colian RLJI'l\I NelWOrk) 

Yoor>g peopk! S6Y 11181 to be engaged '" democ'(N:Y tMy M~n thi"!Js ",x:h ~~: 

Informallon: 

oppor1uniliM 10 actively engag~ in democracy: 

"" idol" aboul what c~n be lI.d' wv .. d I",a~sticiilly; 

spaco$ in wNch 10 meet and discuss: and 

~GCMs to 100 inter",,!, photocopier~ , !OI:c 

What ~M;kt"nr." or I!lUlC.<JflJ(IllIl1l!nt do ;tau need from i}Ovemmmt /0 ta.ke 
adrm about tile ;SSU<\'i you kel p"'s~.ol1.Jle a/nut? 

~g_9<iS 

fl,i~l)".ne C~y Col.llciil1as d""eloped 'Vi~ib!e io1k', ~ _nsit.., wh ,=,n ~""'~ YOlJng 
P"U~I~ ~o havII a say irl (hQ Coonci's pro~a",", Th~ w~b>;~ .. GU[l\ai,,,, ;"kl"""liol' 
abOUT how young IX'Oplc can have lhc~ say, CVe<1IS for YOlKlrJ peoplf, ~nks to 



",sources and a lon..o" through whictl YOllrJg people can e:>:p"'8-'1 !hilir qlinions_ 
Th\! Council has also proV\<lod young peop!(l w\1tl amas around Brlsb_ wtJ<jr/il 
they oan come together 10 meet and OIgani311 !lctivllies and projects of i11ercsl to 
lh~m_ Tha~e areM are accessible i<l young people and well resoun:::oo (se.! 
www.vi~ itJl ... in k.orgI'J. 

The VictorlanGovemment produced a handbook for YOI!IllI people 00 how lIley 
c.an create change in their community. The handbook provid<!~ ~U(l(Jf"_,t:oo~ 0/1 

ha ... young jXi<Jpk> ~"" g<;I( ll(;tiw on;j, projo!<..1 th .. y f...,1 passi<:>niite about. and he .. 
!hiY cmlmplemen1 t!\at proje« (sG(j ~~\!I!!,~I'''Sbool<:4.e<l!), 

The Foundation far Young A()5traIiMS ~ a non-prolH or~ni!!ation dedK:&.te!l to 
rteveloping i1novative inHiatrves that support aOO empower young P""flle "oe<l12 
to 15. The f'oundiltion provide~ swd-lumJing for ideas, p[()actiwly s"eks co-. 
fun:jlng to ;uppon Initiatives and helps!h9 recipients structure tl1gmsllfws to 
on~ura 1000C-teml stlstaKtabiity. Eaoh year, the Foundation mQJIagos n)lOrtfoli(l of 
grants lotruinQ allO!!l $6 million. At leO\!l! 25% of total gran! tunding i3 deClicated 10 
ioitiati",,",s ~pecilically d<>signed to benefit young Indigeno(ls A(lstra~ans (""" 
"' __ yourl ffi\ustr "liars. \If\J)-

~ _/!Xt,+-N.. I'}J;;.-,-e ~ti~'~'-'rc. 8 ch r.t i{uc.'WJ 

--~Y._~-b~';"J--~~l.-_\.~- cJemOVt.L l~ l 

New idffiS 

J ne VOU1ll1:lectoral ~Lidy (Yl:;tiJ lOOM 1Ila! paronu; are rooar1loCl Dy young 
~op18 83 th!! mO.llt inlportant !!<llJ/'C!! 0/ information about voting. Tel<'lvl3ion and 
m'!W'5p"-p!!rs Me '!he next most important, hO_lie, young peopl~ v;"w tMS!! latter 
source" will, SOfne O:C"Ptidsm. 

\t ~ .. :i .",r!:_l-"'-"'cc '-r. 
__ h..\V.- C> ("..", .-='t-

It 

6) Wfr~ roli! C1'In lIOn-gcwemmei)t foitOOeti'ona:cr cirnmunily ~aniwiolL~(iay 
I!f ill gml~'9 young pwpl8 ~ctiil~ and frroiilw_wilh d8frtoc.'(ar:y7 

N!"_;~ 

TI,., Insp~ .. Foundation (s .... www. n.~~~ .Ofq.aU) i~ d nati(ll1dl nOfl-pwf~ 
t()Ul1(fatlon wtlich aims 10 cream opportUllilios for YOlm~ i\ustrallam. Pflr.cipa~y 
aged between 16 end 2.~, tn he", jhemseNe~ end othl!r~_ The FOlJllcaliOll 
&krow/ed~5 that)Q<X1\1 PlOOpW wanl to make a positive difference :n th~;,- """" 



~~s and in thair cDmmunities, YOlXlg people are acliv~y involved in the 
doiwlol'rrnmt arld delivery ul <1.1 \h;I Fou(1datb!1'. iniliatives. One i"l~ialiv", 
'AOfNow', is a web-based wrvico tflat will provide VOI..lrl\l pooplc with r,lormat/on 
and sUpPOrt on how they o~n tlecome Iwolved in i1lSLJeS or oauoos in Iheir 
cIlmmunity th~ they are passionate about 

VttJ,eWra Yout/l SoMoee is a volunteer-based, non--proll! youth mooil and training 
olQanis(ltion which provides young people aged betr.'een 16 Jnd 30 with an on ~ne 
fOflX11 throlJ(jh which the~~"., aCCp.ss infmmroion <Ill a range of topics. partie'Pate 
in discus~ ions with other young poop .. and ~"'ne involved in the e(mange nI 
inl<!rm~tioo with oIh<fr YDUnll p;.1ople (~www,vibllwir¥.m"t), R<;cl!nt in~i aliv~s 
Includa '&i(lCtlonTrackcr (we Wl'I'W,cIQQHontr:!c~or,MVe!D which soot YO lXl \l 
poople out on the oampaij)n traillla rl!porter~ in the"'004 Federal ~ootion. Thoso 
reports w"'r~ ut~~ed by si~ radin .o;talion~, SAS and AOC news. 

Tho> US Ad COLJflQ~;~ ~ n"n-~rofiL o'\luni~"tion which Wouuc .. ~, dj~lri!;out"'~ ar.d 
prornotQl; public s~rvlcG campaigns on a range 01 tSSUG~. A rocant c.mpaign, 
'Fight MooneQUiroism', tocussod on improving youth civic cnga\lomonl and voter 
part lC ipatiOll, tt involved televi~ioo and redia ads eimed at gethng young pcopl~ 
;nll<llved in iSSl1~ Ihey c~r'" "bout. voiLJnt"",rin(l ~nr1 vnlir>g {~"f! 
wwwtiOOtmaOQ~guinism cm). 

'Rock Ih~ Vot¥' is a Mn-proll OfQanl£allon which alms to gnga!la Y0<.n9 people in 
Ihe pallllcal procil$£ In 100 Unilcd Stmeo and draw attentton 10 ffisues 01 concern 
10 YOlXlg PCOptll. il coordinatea voter reOlSlration miles ond odlKlatOorl stfons 10 
ensure younQ people IIxerciM their rrghl to vote. Youth cuHure ~ harnessed in the 
:>rnm~tion 01 ill; G1W"I1 ~ign~. many of wh ich fealln high proln'" ce"" brl",~ in"ILlding 
m"~"'ians, actors, atl~ ~I .. s ~nJ cun"dl;l.ns. In th w 2004 ",Io:clions, 1.2 milion 
pl/uple Iotlk advHntall" 01 tha arganis«Uon's ontin~ vO\r;lr ragistration ladlity, "nU" 
lurther 200,000 reglstared as apart 01 the Roo~ me Voto B<Js Tour across lhG 
country (sce ~Jockl!JcyO!c.comJ. 

--.---



Crv..iMLL""".; for ~k~ 11 ~ ..: i1~AL;.~i.o~" 

Therel~ no set /orm for It submis~ion 10 Ih~ committEle. &JbmisSJooa may be made IJsing 
tll .. i><;'Uiry r"'sponse lorm or in !he form of a latter. a substantia! paper or '" shor1 
doCum .. f1I aI"ld thilY may inclooo appoodiGijs. Soomlssiooo: mav contain facts. opinions, 
.... rglXnonts and rccommcnda!iOn3 for action. The most u~ojul submissions nt"e to Itte 
pnint. 

Tile oommittOO wOUld pre~er written 5ubmis3lona. bul wut a.ISo accept submi3siolls on 
audio !l!pe. For written submissions. typed <>r rvinted!ex1 is rr'llerahle. though leiJibl~ 
hilnd-writtan sul."Tli"si<>rl~ <i'" a<.:cIlp!abl .. Numbered petgOlS and. 10" ~ubmissions in 
OXCQSS QI 20 pagl!~. a brief summary and a tabI~ cf cont~lI"Ils Is also hlltpful. 

All subrnissioll5 mllsl includl! tbl! name a<><J cQnto<..1 detail:;; 01!l11i1 ~liIrsoll rn'""-ing Uw 
submission. Those makln~ a submission on behaH 01 arI organisation should if1dicalli1 at 
I\ItlM ICIICI tho 3ubmlssioll Ms been aUlllOfised (eg sub-oommittoo. pr€sidoo~ roa;f. etc.). 

Publkl offkxml may maks submissions as [Xi'iate Individua.ls. However. ~ mtSrIlflCO is 
madElln a. submission te t!1eir otlicial POSition. rt should also be made clear that tho 
submission is m~de in a pri~~te c~radty. '>lJbmis~on.5 lrom gov~mmenl d~rtr""mta 

should tJ... oothorised in accordar1C~ wrth normal eJ,:,paitmental procedur~ 

Con""nt and re!eva,nce 

A submission 'n ... y co"",, SOIll<! or a" of ttl" ;SSUI/$ raised in Ihe ("",pons~ loon. It would be 
hlllpl'ul ~ ,tt.;misslonli cll;larty ilatl;ld which is~ull~ arl! bl;liog addriss<id. 

Tlw c"mmitt~ .. ·s usual proced!Jn> is to !>Uo.,dy r ..... asi ""d tabk! sutJrr,is";w~ in 11 .... 
L9Qislil.INII Aioornbly. Not ail submissions wI~ nocllssaril'y be publishod andlor tabled. The 
committee reselVCs 1110 right 10 not put>lfsh or tabl~ conUdcntialsuOmieaions. or 
submis~ion3 which are in"e!evllnt. contain GOurriiOu3 or delamatory material, or uro 
o(heM"~e oot suitable lor publishing. Th~ commiltee w~1 inform )'01.1 if it decide3 not 10 
I'II""r.Apt. or no! to authorise the publicatioo 01, yo<JJ "ubmis,ion. 

Cu" 11""', U· .. IiI.y 

The CO"ml~le.i all.".npt~ to ~'Ondud its ;rlqu ir;"" ill H, .. most open way possw HffiWV8f. 
it yuu t>erJliw that your submission (or par! of k) should nOl bl;l madl;l public. cliarly WJ~" 
·confldential' on o11Ch puga and. in a briaf covoring lotter. oxplain why your submission 
shou1d be trettted confidentially. The comml~M willtMn cOMider }'{lur request for 
conl'Oent'"-lity 

Unauthorised Release 

Onc .. lh~ ConJ"Tl'ttl;l" rl;lCl;liv",~ a submission. it t<lcOm<;lS committw I'fC.'P'frly an<! shwuld 
not 00 published wf1hout the eommmee·s alJlhoosalioo. PubticatiOn 01 a slJbmlss.(ln 
W~hOlJ( Ihe corrrnitte8's 8ulhori.salion meaM th~t thllt publi::a1ioo ~ 1I0t protected by 
par~am<'.ntary privile9" and may amolXlt to a contempt 01 Parliament. 

All sUbminlonli should b. SOllt to 

Th", Resaarch DIrector 

It I and AdmlnistrattvG Review Cornmittee 

Housa, G90rg~ Stroot 

QLO 4000 



"Submissions close on Wednesday, 30 November 2()()lj; 

Extensions to the closing dele may tle given, I1 you need more time te make a 
."Jbrn"'~ ioo , or ~ YOll r",,<uire further iNormatioo, cOI1tart the r.ommilt",.'s """,etarifll 00: 

Te .. ..phone: (tl7) 3400 7307 
Fa:<: (07) 3406 7070 
Emal: ~~M~m:~!C:.goVL1!u 

Copies of thi~ papP.f arod all 01Mf publi<.~lion~ by the Legal Md Con~tituticMI Comm~tee 
are available on the Internet via the committw', ho;me page at· 
www.!!a.l.a.ne .. t.gkl.llUv.~u!commHIG~s!lagi.lnlv.htm 

YD~<r bttoLt'. , 

Narm: .,.dq(?t.J. ", ...... .. 
AgE) (optional): . . " .. .1.7. ... 

Addross: " .. . .1\(..'.'!f/J .. , i:?'!:.': .. f.: "" .. [;?,!l49:~': , 
COniQel (e,g. Phone nLlmber): 

Emat ...... " ........ . 




