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A PARUAMENTARY COMMiTIEE INOUIRY INTO YOUNG PEOPLE 
ENGAGING IN DEMOCRACY IN aUEENSLAND 



The sim of thiG i nq~iry I, to milk!! prad r:aI r,...,nmmeMI:illIOoI\S to 
lnc'oo.oo the! ifllcr'~ a'lcI ~MiClpe;ticm 01 You"" people '" rn.rnor.,~., 

""""'-
Tile r.ommitlee warlli tohWM IfUOn ~"" y ...,ople, In p Ynicutar, aboor. 

$ wtlat i!; "eO(lt)d in auoon~IMd; 

~; what will W\l r ~; 

li, what Woo't: ana 

.\: .. /If,l)'91.r .. ~nl !O 00 or 1II~P8riQnclll. 

We would also Ii<¥ :u hear from all pooplo In OUeenSI:lI'Id who M'JC"an 
'!Ill'''''''! in )'0<"'9 pe.:rpllll, Qf ir, ¥OIJny pv<Jph.lllnga.~n~ In oomocrncv. 

T o help ~w 1() IIl Jl1 k [lOOu!. 6SOUS3 ooa re, pond to meit8rs ,elevM\ to 
t!"" ;"quiry, W'J ~ave lOt cut bOlow ~omc: 

( 



EdUQ(l1ton/!nforRlntlon 

It 13 thejob at lIle I::leclOral GOmmiS3ioo OU~nslll.nd (ECO) to efl3Ure that people 
~nrQI MO vote ~t "~ct"'n~, To do this, lhe ECQ ~e~ education aM awa' .. ..ne s 
progr"'ms (e.Q. )Xl.lcaldli, jXJs\",s arid ~ visits). 

!lI'J; ~1,?"iikf;lha;fq?-:po.:,oott.lf:_bi:;diff~1kJ6:qel '~,' I1l!JSMO''':,~ ,'~ 
I!l }'<.1.IIlgpr:>i:ip,'.i? '":-"" -,;- -: •. ," '_, ." , 

lliIw I~~ 
In rom, 1'1",,1;<>115 CMW ra~r~ with Cable in the Classroom to n..v~lop" 
ne¥1 voter education program for ~luUents, ioc/uoJing '" conies! cha!enging people 
agE<.J j e to 16 \0 cma!1I 3O-s<ooond pllbHe sarvic9 ~nnQIJOClilments on vid.u \"lIirlQ 
their PQGrs why the demooratto plOOaS$ and volinq (lie importan1. 

The United Kinodom [lectoral Commi~~ "'n'~ 'Do Politic~' aims to (Jet yoorlg 
~Ifl invnlv...-l in ~mocr~cy_ I, may be lOXessed "I: WWN,dgml~ic'"-C.9_uk 'Do 
Pol l ies' conduc1.s ",arhh~ arKl ~v"rll~, OIl Id provides resources and traioifl!l 
;oc,os~ tI," UK lor VO\Jflg peo'plg. 

In Austra~a, tl)c YOUTh Efooloral Sludy (YES) touod th(1t ~om(> iownlives WOUld 
Bt1ract a t~3t vote. YounQ p!IOpll! Mid ~ tax bre~k or the U3~ ot promotional rook 
coooer13 woold he tlvl mo't ~~t;"'~ ;.", .. rtliY~~, bllt th .. ,.., WII3 also ~ome support 
lor lI1e notion that incentives shoo"" tl<)t be rweded as Yoting is" reslX'f"'ibility 
th .. t<..·orn~s with citi~"""hi~. 

'r. ---'-''=':iP7f:r~~UQ, 

Voler fl!glall'lltion 

In Au~t,"liI! •• ",,:h fH"rson m l~t compi.oote ~n enroJm~rIl form to reai."", to vol .. 

!i\ H<!w COuld- tJ:J~ EGO m.ak"'· it f'MMrior Y(ll)()f) pMpli! 108/1ro/ and beGoou,; 
Hi ~taYidm.1KJtf!? 

New ideas 

In 30me countril!~, r~gi .• tmtinn "don~ by '.hi. g""l!rnmP.nt so th~t [lllopl~ arl! 
lIutanatically regist~ w/1~rI tI""V ,~adl vuliJlg age. An intern~tkJnal [Qp::lrt by 
Ill" In" I~ut" tor Osmocracy arJd Eki;ctoral AS8!!)t«ncs, Yauth Vat.., Pdrticipalion, 
SIJq9Csts automatic rooi8\rnlion by the QOverMlCnl rather 01011 illxlino a dulY Of 
each pernon to Mm!. 

Oth~r count,i,," ~nabl9 poopl~ 10 '~~istQr ~t ~ pa l ing "talion on "'~cti(Jfl d~ y, or 
on·l;"c. 

In ('''Maa. Elecla,~ Canada identifies peopl9 who havi! turned 18 ~hroush 
Infurrrl atiurl pruviu",u by, far exampl .. , the tax of tic .. «nd motor veh ic le r~,.t.,.-,,;. 
The Ghlaf E!ecl0raf Officer wrilDfl to thcQC people to ask thorn to cooflm\ mat Itwy 
are ~'Qible to vote a~d consent to h.!irlg iIlrJlldp.d in th~ Mt,,",n~1 r~(/ist8r. 
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Polling "lOtions 
In l1ueensland, pollil"!{j stati()n~ ~rll uSlJally located In acnoois or l1a l 3 all(l a.re OIler'! 
belw .. ~" a..m ~n.rl erm 
I HPw iXJuJd I~ EGO make it ~Mi"rfOr yountjpeciple,td 'i:Ja~t inert VOle? 

In r(lOOn! Car\;ldian oloC1ions. ElootiOOC C~ooa O1troducO(l more pol s In Icc .. tiO!1~ 
to whiOh YOUilQ people have ensy aace3c, such QO near mudonl ro~odcrx:es and 
university neiglobourhood~ • 

• 
I" Canada, poM" 9 sl",lions ar~ opt'" lor 12 hours 

Delega!K.lns Irom tha Austraftan Electoral CammlsslOll and 1nl> Victorian ElilClor .. 1 
Commis5ion obsef\led eleatronic \lQtirlg pl0CeG~Cs at olCGtiolID in lho USA, U K 
and lroland betw~M 2000 ~nd 2002. TM delegations con~idered the ditlerent 
nptions lh~t ~r~ av~ilahte, th"jr ~rtv~ntagR" ""d diM.d"'lf1t~ges and now each 
op/:on would suit Australia's voHng systems_ The delegations recomm~ nn..rl ,.,· 
VO(T1Y b" maoo .. vailabh. tu G"rtain cla""~s 01 vul,,'~ induJiny \lUl~r:i in ArJlarctios, 
'iOler& In rnmotG .!ocatlcl'lS, vct91'S with a disatliWty and owr~ .. as voters (a .... 
W#ll',acQ,Qov.p,i.!I cQ!1tcn~wt1(!ti\'Qli!lQI9!CclrQ!!ic rcoorVlnOC~, h;r!l, ai\d 
wwwBeeOQV.!lLJI coolenttwhllltJptjnoo-:-lIQ1jnq rooM 0'11) 

A recent report 01 t~ VICtorian Scrutiny al Act~ and RegtJlalion~ CommilM..." 
Vie:,"";",, Ek.i~1rooic Der'KJ<.'ril.~Y. """siueu/cl ~leclronic Wl ing. 11 Ncommem;led 
that Victorian elections ShOuld no! 0(1 coll<lUC1(1d mmo!(lly \/la !nlormation lUld 
communications teahno 100ies in the new lIJtlJ{O, but idcnlilkld mo la-Iowing k(lY 
~dv~ntages cl r~mete voting sy~lem~ 

ea3Y accea3 lor ira.l'darn and disaOled people: 

providing an inte~o.ce tor other lochnologloc ~\JOh us screen rNtdars, Braille 
comput",r~, rMgn fi,,,~ '" alt~matLv~ dat~ entry system~ : 

alloWing IDr the easy ar£l cheap disiribLltioll 01 ballel papers In dlflcrent 
l~ngu3g.'1s; 

"'~tantaneo"~ proce~sing: ~nd 

"U~"";"(J vol",..' to ~,.c"_~~ a widP. r~ng .. of elMr i1lormatioo ",hil<! consideri10 
.00 c~stiny (I ,<Oil volw, 

" ___ ~./ /~ /~~. _j~;d! __ ,~<:~_f. 
_£J/f~c' 'i~.",/ 
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Advance voting 

CurriJllty in Otoeeru;land. if you UtI' \/01$ al yotI' Il!!Il/'e~t pollino t'.onln on h My 
01 n &to:1$ eleellOll, apecioJJ " ' nlnljllftleflts (an be made la. you IQ Ctit 1""" wIe, 
3\El1 as hy ~ voting ~, pe!WI'I VI postal \/OIinv. Tlww OOllons 0119 aYaiable 
in only 50111'h;'wm.rulC1I6 • lot 11.1:3l'1\l:I10. r you: wll be ill!Ol'$(OI$ on pofong day; 
ha~e a dltlalll lry: or can'! lIOIe on tllat day beG!lJM 01 religIOUs M~III • . F<Y IX1Mr 
inlormalion. lee 't\'WW,egl gig novM, 

~ ... 

N..w idtu 

In !fie Ut<. poob,l \/Gm!] ... IIVNWlIe 10 ""Y er.gible vot~ 001 ' ''''-IUw~!. A pws~ mily 
IJPIiIV tOl" flO'Itlr l ..ooog 10< 11 jWtic>.olar ..t..<.1i:1.\ kK .. curtain >",11ocI 01 timl Of tor aa 
fuiU'tl ~8. 

To l:acllilil9 yo~ng , the sto.lO OOYetlYT'lenl could decla~ the day oi 11 .'<I~k- ""-:-.Hnn 
a pl.lli!iQ nollday or sct\ed~ Itn eleelion for ~ My nth"r thM a S~urda~. 

In lulLW8. if .. Itodmn ko YOling were 10 be i,(rU<il.o.»d. fur "J<am~ . ~ nwd 001 bo 
n ..... ~~~'Y 10 ha"" all ·~btd:..n day', .... h aU WIll!! casl on tr:e same day. Vo:irn;l 
could l"kOl jII.K. .... 101" ~;rmplb" r:N1iII wo 'elcclim woeI;'. 

\'<. / jI~'t, /l.. , '<.A.YV~I oltv! 
---y<~/I.. ,) ,/1"! ~"il' ~ 1 .... ~...,':;cC,~~~~~-

---

CJo~e 01 rolll 
o.mcnlr(. OM( a ~mle elecbon 's o ,rt.l r!. ~ Mw bel_en 5 and 7 dilYS b 
regmer »VOIe 

I £,?~~-:~~~M'~~~~.w~~,~i' 

Ne ..... IMu 

Prior 10 the 2004 federal election. Ihe 5flA' iIIl Mi;L,lfI r cl Slat!!. Eric Abotz 
proo:>aed 1118.1: 

the ~llICtooil ,011 bv cbsoo 10 nllW III)lore on the ooy l he clOOlllJn Wfll~ 'If()uld be 
i!<w .-d (\I1I wBy !he day lhe dcCllon 13 IIIlNlWlced); IInd 

PIIOPIt ""1S~ng In dlMge the~ ~ob1wr11 dl/lai" boo given tr:1" da't'E 10 m IiO. 
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FixI!d elo!ciian My 

Ir Queeniiland, th~n. is no fixed e<E!Ction day lor state elections. 

A hed slso;:(ion day could allow improved ci~ b> \"d l£ation o;our~es. mock-electio ns 
"11\1 o~~r Str;ot9<:l19" illcoL.'fagiflg \'Q\I1l9 paopl<o'il 9ngagimenl with 1iIkl<:~on~ to boo 
panned in advance (~ee MiIlOr), For example, a iiJcod cklction day would [lnDW 
ci~ BCu~1<lrs la plan and conduct their cour~"s i'I p~rallo!:l with an ~lection 
campalgn. 

ftOO )'of rll!lnk il1lpfOv&dcfV/r';& e1tkatlOf1~ <I YIrJi1h whll8/"f!ifflOt'l for .f}I:!,//!,'1'Jt178/1 r 
P,Ii ItJ =id.,,- ~ ~i1ang!illbr",~i:J jil'ffll~IK'jjQnS?, 

Ni'" id!ia~ 
In Ooo .. nsland, e~cro:>r"J.~ for all local government ~uth<>rit;,,~ ~r" O""",ally MI<i 
"".,cv Iwr years 0fI the last S .. lunJay in March, 

\,... F{;.(-","-- J"/..Pfkti ;'/ a' (',{ll;! p(.tk ,!r, 
,.i/U<?.-- .-' 0.<>/1.1"- '?J(((UL;;v-<~, A, ,{-, i(~'dJ~, 

-,CN':-"P_~ .{A.:,!; !-t.",c. .. r",/ , ... -t"",/,i1",,!, _ i:!:"1 _ .. '-JdJ~'~ _ __ _ 

//);1 (, ,><--I .. j~J:<~:(~: -- - ----- -' -,,y~'-----

New voting ~y~tem 

In Q.,.",nsland, a "ystim 01 optianll.l pr"f"r"rti~1 votl'1g is lIS"d, A fact """,,,I ab<Jut 
'(RV' Is avaliaO!e from: ~L~,Ql(lJI.'~Y-"~U,_ 

~ Do. }'OU1I1"'/< YWlI{j poopIOl ~Cvl4 ,b.UIWI~ II/(~yIQ, i1JI9, ,11h" v~I;"g s-yslfilm 
1ft w;o¥,chan_ql'd so trw GIlndidatIJirurmlnq on ixJit<lirlissUfili!J{p;illlCufarfntllrm 

10 yoIJilg, people: W()ro inoro lii«;lf to 9(1'/' 61oc,l<xfana'hava a 'voica III 
parliiJrnent? ' 

N&w ideas 

AppendfK D comains a rlll'fsad v9Isfon ot a paper pn.paroo tor an hquiry, Hand!> 
ail pa.n{;Jm<!nt, by !ne Legal and Constitutional Committee 0'1 the preViOUS 
I-'arliam'"-nt It provide~ infarmfttion ftooul our IIOting Bystem and ways it milJht t>e 
~hM~ to provide mor~ diver~ily in candidate..~ who might he ", I,"-cled 

Ai in Qc'Wnstafld, too voti'lg system 111 thll UK maklls it very dil'ficut for 
candidates from mllor parties te 001 efec1ed, In May 2.005. ~ornc 500.000 schoOl 
student3 in the UK vot~d II a mock ~Iection to coincide \\11th lh~ g~n'"-ral elections. 
The stucie<1ts voted far thot actual candidates_ The re~u~ showed 11al the 
~tu<l<!nls w"r .. attracted 10 partills which r<in ~arldictal .. s 0" certain issues; for 
example. students wrlo jolt pa,siOr1ate aDout the erl'lironrnent ~ot9d tor ,he Gr9(ln 
Party. De3!lite 11l.iIlIIg to have ~ ~ ingle candidate retlJl"ned in the \iIlneral elections. 
the Green Party secured 4S out of a pOMible 349 seat5 i"1 tr\e mock el~tion, 

ProportioM.1 representaUOll VO~rl9, "",!lien is us..a lor Senate e~tiol1s in Australia, 
provlrEa oreater opportunity for mMr pMi<*; 10 1'Ii'l seatrl. 

~, ___ -!;:f,~/Jr. ,_,,:,~«X'~- ___ ~1c.~~_':'~'J~_~ __ !I! -I<:Li~'~/,/:,:::'_ 
," "~'~', ~~(y ,"'''> _ /::1"':':',\, y:-_: ,,::.~1 __ ,:,, __ 



Voting age 

In Australia, yoo must 00 18 y¥<lrs old \0 vot~. Tlw minim""" voting .. ge in ochel 
CQ\Xltfi~s f~nges from j ~ to 21. 

TIl ~ miflimll'Tl <lgilS .ilt by thil I .. VI tor other .. ctivf;ilis aril ~st!!d in ilPPlindtx B, 

J.l~d:ti~~:l:k~r;;,:J_~r't1k~~:;l::!~1fft;/Jf!i-~Jf~ 

New idMs 

In Apr~ 2004, Io~owilla a project on Ih() age 01 elecloral malorlty, the Unrtad 
Kingdom E~oclOrul COmmission rocommended 1hnllhe mi~mum age for allle~ols 
of voting in public election~ in the UK rem~in at 18 yea,s for the time being. I he 
UK Electoral Commission advised, r.owever, that ~ expected to undertak~ 11 
fu,thc>f formod ",vi,,,,, 01 It." mi"irH,-,'n volm!! "lI" ",Ihin ~ iurUw, fi"" k.o ~" .... 'rl 
Yilars. It ilrocouraglld lhll !1OVilmmlll1t to considsr inmatlng a wldor rllVjgw Q(!hi 
age 01 majority. 

)n 2000, 3 reporl on ch3nging ~oci31 and lp-gal fr'lmeWOlh fnr young AlJ.slr'lli~ns 
follrld lt1a1. despite some inler0?51 in getting more in",""voo in Illeir cocnmlJ!li~ and 
in gw~nom .. "t u,.;;ision·m<ik:rl\i proc .. ,.,...,., young peo;ol .. w"'~ <j\JiI.~ r..luct~nt k> 
claim tt1<" ric:lhl and rosponslb~lt\I of having thg V010 yoongGr Ih~n at agg le. Tho 
majority (74'l>o) [)/ yoooq peoplo invOlved in Iha rcsearch said that thoy W(lre nor 
raMy or Interested," iJe"Nind inlo<llved in tormsl ~olll:ical ptooossea such as voting 
before they were 18. Th!!ir p!.mnls 3greed, w~h a m~jorit)l (l1f%) sUQge~ling fh~t 
yOlll1g peDpIe are not mafure enollgh Md not interest~ in voting before they are 
t8, ~nd Ilmt youllH people ""oor 18 1l~V\;' otll .. r pres.ures tu ~oflfro"t ;,md ~onl¥rlu 
with ( ..... Carson, Flllg~ ratd and Rocho). 

Cornpul~ory ~otlno was introduoed in Qooenslar'ld in 1914 and tly tho 
Uornmonweallh in 1924. Research by M~ner {publlSMd in Civic UteflfCY: How 
Inform<'id Ciliz'!n.~ MIlk" Demouacy W~'*, Univer,.~y Pr""~ nl NBW [ngland, 
H~r1O\fer. 20(2) jr>dicates that ~le effect or int'oducing compulsory voting in 
AU~~ilka was 10 Or;"!! ooout,. 23% over,.11 irn;rI1a~" in VQlilg. 

\t I h;fM Ii"'P A, <"k' _;lji,_,,,J __ 
d t-' "'« Z«-~A-.Q" ;:;;£...1-/- 0 //I,{..'--"." 7' 

-,'/,!!'uIdKI hr:,c'mcdZ A-_~ ~).ot, /1. ) r7 --- -----
--

Edul:ation in .school.s 

In Oueer~land ",,1'1001.<;, thp'l! i~ 00 ~"hjl!ct c~lled ;r.iv ir;~ p.dLJc~linn' nr 'c.i!i7p.n5hip 
edocatioo'. Prin1ary and 'IiCOI1d<rry sto.lde~ts I~ar n about wmocrilcy, iocluding 
p<lrWamsn!, >lovommGnt and olilctions, in a numb(K of dilforgnt SUbj9CIS, Studalll. 
also c~PCOOfl()C democracy at school, ror exam pie t/)wugh elections for school 
council rnemb~," ~ml/m ~r.hooIIMoor~ 

Educaticn about demooracy 
Additinl1ai erloc~lio~~1 "f'rnrtlJnitie~ relevont 10 clerr.:x.r<v:y incluoo' 
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visits 10 the Quoonsland Pa.rlamoot, 0110 a fllgicmal :;;ltting of th ... QJeoosland 
PurWument, and (-XIucational activities providod by PD.rl~mGntary EClKlalion 
SI1rvir.e~; ann 

",lwctoralllducat.on act.v,lles conductlld by the AUS1rallan ElliGtoml Commission, 
~uch ns school visi\$. 

F~r students 

"'.' Wh.!!twcike.,i"Well~ndWflalditiyoj1lJiljoy W~rY,ycw""le;trrit,l!bqIf or 
Ut fiXPS!llinced'd..,nocraCYitlyu:ifSchooI? 

W~r ,'It1~r5vu/(j )l(;tlQol$dc IQ ,f1f)I;QUr3,1/fl, voU,ja_:V;m.rQl1a~0r ind 
propil.rcyoU i;O t/latyOO aro wIJII-fntOimedfltid-.cohlid(Jrjlll/Jol/Umgaging in 
demQc"'''Y~ 

Ffl. Mache .... 

~ rloivdDe~ your idJdoj-afJpYJactrclvk:s ,.j~fk,n!'liidpractlCe ,*,/T,o:;reo/t' , 
1!4/:fow cooJd srw9nfs b", liftllerpJOipllted-fa fllJgilga Inrif!irrr:.:[aq7' 

N!lWide~ 

In previou~ inquiri<!~, th~ Legal and Con ~litlllioo~1 Committee and t~8 Legal and 
(''''''~t~LJtional C''''mrnit1",~~ of lh~ 49th aM ~th P;'\rlill"""nl~ hlw~ """,,~ 

re;;ommendatio/ls .. bout civics educatioo in OIJeensland. Similar 
r<1Comm9fldatlo!ls hayo beon m;ooo by many othllr Australian booi .... i~ recent 
yoars. A liS! of ~omo of tlleso raCOml1"M>ndallons IS SOt out In appontllx C. 

1 he Con~mu1iooal Centre 01 Western Au~lralia VIM establi~ hed to encoumge 
reor'" "I all ~iJ"' .• to "'~m "nw ! thl' W'''!I' ,n AlJ~t,,,liM pc1Wtjollr ~y,;tem ""d hOw 
to aoti .... 1y participate in l M oilers (j;spla IS on 11"" Constitl.lliul a"d aspects r:i 
diLensl1ilJ and I>"I I",al htslOfy. The Eloct",~1 Educatiun Centr .. is Io<:awcl wiltd., 
100 saroo crmpklx, and provides rtloractN" program$ a~D'Mng [XlOplll to cast a 
VOID, OISCOVO, thC illlQln~ 01 nemocrucy DM U!lO.omtann hOW lno 'IOtll1Q sy,lam 
works (s~ WlWI,ccentre,WII,QOV,IILtlndexhtm). Programs, presented in waya 
wh <;h ef'lQ"!)e yoong people, ~re ~130 coool.d ed far ~chool studetlt~ vL'<iting the 
C .. ntr .. , T lIaclwr r ~OUrC" k~s oomp .. ..,..,..JI(. "aci, IXogram, R..swrN boxes on 
~ariou& topic& ar .. available to schooll; in mmotll ara;os. In addi~on, the 
Cons1ilu~onal Contre hM dovcloped an 'Out Rcach Program' whiCh invollle5 a 
network of 0l c.!1 p80pI~ in rur!!1 ~nd remote ~rea:! of We~t&rn Au~trai~ pro~id;nQ 
programs 10 ~t~nt~ in ihoM sle"". Some programs Me specitic to t~rlioen()\J~ 
~'Or,.-nuniti\l", 

1\ CNiCs and Qtizet'!ship Edooalion VlebGite (which incorporates a previous 
'D,"covering Democra<:y' w~b~ite) .!I """"""_"ivic~andc;tizen s hip_edy.fY_ 

'Kids VoIinQ USA' is ~ national non-prom, r>C>!1'parti:;an orqan~alion ,h~t l"a"h~,. 
stuacnts about CmzOnship, oMc respon~ibi lty, demooraoy and politk:al 
p8rticip~tion Tooeth&' with cie.ssroom IIClivitie~, &uoon~ are prolfited \'>llh an 
opportunity to CM!" 'Kids Votir.:J' b~llot on eloction day, and th~y voIoo! m:hoo. 
s~mll canditJat~ arod i$~uas as adul., In 2004, 1.5 mij~on .tuWnts lurn<Jl.t uut to 
VOto tor prcsidc)I)lial, lacal and stale Co.nlt d aIC5, Ness wim a Kids Voting USA 
progr"'" """" "how~d .. "otino rn!'" 101 l~ gi"!M"'d t8 Y"'111 oid, w!'lioh'3 H% 
higher tha,' for non·participatn g ares,_ S~ .. www ,kid~yolingusa.orgl 

AS p~rt el the KidS Voti"" USA ~orvice, 'OoublcClick Domocrucy' (sce 
www.kid!YotinQusa,O/'jJtpQub!eGlicMolro.~5Q) was develop~d to anO'N student~ 10 
p~rticipate in an aUlhenti:: yotin9 experierce us' ng a weo..bas~ Yo!i,'9 system_ 
n.\! onI in .. ballot'" rgplicah. thl! c~ndiJates and i~su~s adults votelor, and provide 



~luJ.mt5 with ~,actk; .. uallvts wtoK:h ha"" Hn"" IQ (:",KJid,II\O Wogr apll;"'s anu \.Ill"" 
resources. About 35,000 students pru1icipatcd during the 2004 prosidcnUal 
election~. 

I \!\II1S /112 Politics' is a US·based w .. ~it" lIflich 011<;1(5 )'<lung poop~ an 
opportooity to porticipate irl dio()l,lGGion forums 00 topics such as too coonomy. 
forp.ign llOiicy, !)Aneral f1OI~jcal iS~ lJf!~. ~nim~t~ find the ~nvimnmp.nL PrQv~ion is 
~!SO made lor young poop/\! to contribLJI" to di$C\Jr;soos ,,,'-Id.or the biln'lE!I" 01 'Ielt 
Vfh::l chat' and 'right wing wrnor'. 511Y \\IWW~!l~JI~_,-"><!!'1llorum&f. 

\1 __ i"1_'V!J(iJl;:JC1..-+/!tvy"fi.-.!{..{Yl) rr41h'k.A J-Lf-': __ 

---r~(:;(' ,-' ICr;.nf. I/,t ~JdfiV'J JrI'VX.)~ 
.. p"M /112 pl-«JA1 ~,;, U<.3 .51>VJ,~/,W Iv!I ...... }>!_ 

reo L /:;,HYA)j 1-l'rr-l1"".fj _ r~'/ ,/ r -vI. iAA,)-( ".(' .. _ 

PoiWcal pari, .... 

Th .. 200<1 Young Au.t,,,,lia,, 01 HlI' Y""" HU!i1 Ev;o.ns, ha. suggwsloo Iloal yUlJng 
p" opI .. Iwl shut out 01 rnalnstf';I am party pol~lcs. 

TII~ lom,,,,, au.. .. nslar<.l SI " le Yuuth Advisory Co""dllalu !he cO<Trnitl" .. 11,,,1 tl .... 
IssuGS addroosEld by PQIUlcal panios, partl<Jularly at alactkln tlma, al'() domlnatoo by 
those roklvnnt '10 older people and our DQeing population, 

New idea~ 

Dr AriaOO9 WOmen. a lectlXer at the university ot Sydney. researohes young 
people and lX'.I~tlC3. She writss that. • FM one arsll oj parti::lpation that remains 
low fnr young peopl~, 1>Ild irodeed fnr most AlPstrNian~, ~ memtter~ip rn fldliclll 
pa,t;"';. Rather Iba" l"oolill9 P'Hty m",mhe~hip <ki im >IS "pHlhy, """ 1>119111 lu 
SGa how l!I'1appcalinQ political punles h.:WQ bccorno. "'(Id it le up 10 pat11es 10 
itlVolve a new gen",r~tion I·his might not be by way 01 ICH'Il'lIlI membersh ip : 
ir1~Ieetd, pMlies might consull young people on iMOOS fere"ant to th!'ir i"".~' jsee 
Vroxn<lr11· 

In the US, 11 nationWide study oj youth ~ttitude,ol ID lI1d th8t young people !'Iere 
""tjv~ in t~~ir c.omm I ",i!i~~ r.Jt not concerne d ~ bot~ p"'!itiG5_ A" "" .... Jt~om~ <>1 
111,01 slU<iy, a strategy "u~"u 10 ,,,·coo,1I!Ct yoolh to demccrocy i~ II,al, willg 
91ect icm campail,lOS, t~o media olfer youtM -moderated carJdid~lc debates (s.;.; 
Na!I01~1 A~ ~oci81ian at S~cr~te.rie3 01 state)_ 
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P()lilicj~n:s 

M~f\y r",~e~rch studies i<'l "'u~lra ia and interflll\ioooll'y r",vp&l that yO!JI1~ people are 
cy1ical abol~ lM oohaviour of po.tkoiaM 

Q, Hcow., CM polil;cj'm~ IMm~.,IWiI$. ~_~t"'" Jh. ' _Flrith, .01 J"'utl" P#OPI~ jn 

gl democl<!CY? 

N~wloo",s 

Or Ariadne Vromen says mat politicians Only OOllSICler young people "'hen thc~ 
pI'BMnt 11 probl",m; that y<lur>;l p"op~ IBM 10 M lal<M .moot ratherlh~n talked 
with; ~nd th~t YOLlng PI!'Ofl""S ~'~p •• div~_~ ar~ raTtily inclucj,,~ in ruM", rl"b~ffi 
D< Vmmen SLJ(j9ests thilot 'W'hat i& n~ is di'l<ct wide""e 01' )'O<.I1g people's 
experi .. ,..,.,,; ""d "'9""'''''U; based on lllCh e~n<.:'Il (see Vromen), 

1!l1hO UnilOO Stotcz, Co.nOOQ and!l1O Unilod Kingdom, Whore votin~ isn'~ 
corn pul:sory, it has be",n ~hOW!1 that conioct with political pllrtie~ MC candida\e:s ill 
an impnrlanl "I~ml!nt nI 'O""·I'>lJHh"-vnl~ ' ~t(~t"oi<"~. Fnl ""';"9 100 2nol British 
general election, the UK Electoral Commis,i", identified" lack 01. G,nva3Sil\j by 
p<Jild .. J1S a:;; a ~""Iy r"as"" for rnssatisiaction (a"d low turnout) arr"'>;l lir"t-li,n~ 
votgr,. 

~ ){"'" e.P,i jvC),j(!/ A~·< ... v< -----v' v 

---,----------,~-~-,----, 

Being heard 

iNt'oIe young Pi'Opl9 may b9 lum .. d off politics as it {;VI"r>!ntly op~rates, moov 
&lU<:lio~ and GU rvoys novo IOUM that YQUflQ pcopklare WJry iIltcrastcc\ in pOlilical 
IMl18~ impcrt~nt to them. Th8 challengp. for gov"mmentB i~ to er1\,lHge I'Iilh young 
pecple. and tl~ first thing that yoor.g peoplol say is th~t they want 10 be reNd. 

m 11" .. " Y<'<' ,,~"'" .. ny of lhe 17" .... mmMI opf:IOrfunlliM /cl VO'''' P" "('in",,,.,. 
at about i5SU6'SJ Ho", ~lledlvp ", .. s It? 



NIIW idjli,!P 

111 'lVp_~tem Australia, 100 Civ;::s and CitizensrHp Unit in the n~art~~1 of Premier 
alld Cab inet ~irn~ 10 ""ni,n<;~ dllmCCf<lCY in that slatw t~"\lU9tJ d\liu; ",d...::a!ion 
and Il'te promotion of an o.otillC citilonry. The \IoaJ is (1 oommunity where all 
Western Auslrall.!lns are vlllu~d ~s citilMS, wtlO!r~ 1h~~ play a ~igniticanl role in 
setting pdicy prioritililS and where th"y help shape the natufO! 01 mO!ir so:iet)' (see: 
\<IWN.c!iizOlf\sc,.p". Wi .QOV, ~ u/). 

Or Ariadrle Vlomen suggests that, 'YOIX1\1 peopje have ~ broad range 01 
el:DnOOlit::, wcial, ~nd I"'jjt",~1 eXp'''ieoc .. ~' ~nrl that we nep.d to 'cr~at~ nc:lusiW! 
farms <:i governa.....,e tnat recognis"" and ouUd upo1 different ways of m""ing 
~U!r.THJn~i .... Thou in powe' nee.d to listen 10 yQ\Jng peop,", mor". 'lJld)il.llIDY 
pooplll'S dI\ief~O views and e~p(lrienoes 0000 to be artJolJated In tM media' (see 
Vro:t11cn). 

't J A...,,!1j~ '*= dt.Jti ... /YYI/L ,.u /1 ... 

New Idea~ 

In 2003, 11 ... Commissiun for Chidr"n ~fld Ym.''lg People wa" invited to p~r1icip;,r.I" 
in a comml1WII tor (nil dewlopment 0/ a sports and rOOllmtlon faclitv 10r I'QUflQ 
peOOlc on palm 1~l:lnd in Noon Queensland. The Commission underlined the 
importnnce 01 the committee eskinQ youn\l people wnm they wanted. I he i, aue 
for th ... Commi~ .• ion 'N!\~ 001 ~o ml.'Oh mw cb """ mvo",!> r:f!iidmn in rh", ~<Jilriing 
of rhlS kcilily" 001 rathar "11Ow do w" ge/tlle fa"My tile dJiklren want?" 

In 2003, In Parramstta In Sydney, a Youth JlJ('j presamoo youl"IQ' people 'M1Il 
prnClicnl oPllortun~ies 10 learn and discuss the d""erse interests and oonoorns of n 
'Nid~ variety of you~g ~opt" IIcroM the P!\Tr2lm"tta rp.gioo. Par1i"ipant~ ~21rned 

about leamwOflo;, nego~alion sUIs and the pow~rs of government. This enabled 
loon 10 rorm roalist;:: rll<.;ommentlatiQf)S to Sl.4lport Ih .. neBds of Ihe coll"di"" 
YOUlh 01 Parramatta. 

rh .. aim of t/19 Youth JlJ('j was to aSSist wHh bridging raciallnlolaranca and 
oUlural diversity among younQ people of Pllrramatla. 

Therocommcndations of the Youth Jury wele oimod ~1 key QovElfnmont and 
community "rg~nis~t""s of Parrllmlltill. 

""'c ,,' "';;' I '"' , j. ,,"'/.'1 • .g<:~.-<-2L 1"-:tJL...5~~i?c;.SLFl ___ _ 
-Th.~ rJ0l~).y~~t:'f. _ _____________ .r!.. ___________ . __ _ 
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Taking lIe\ion 

Y:>lIng Pl'l<lple w~nt to De actively invO/lied in democracy. Votl~ at elections \.'l only 
008 way of being in1JOlv~ in a dernocr~!ic .~ie1y, 

:ijWhfrJh of tfJ/efull(Jj'iirigad;"iliM Mve you/'il~a iJii,oi';w!Jl.J}dyooJik!lloC<ltry _ 
I!I our? ' , '«A-"~'V< 1;1'''' l.:y' 

}{;(J "'" 

ActMty ~Jf)e ,-~(t~( 

II'IHi"~ng or " <Jn0l9 a pC~1iOn 

ATWnOiog a ,aly 0< prot~'l 

T ~kir1Q pan", ... ",like 

B9in9 a m<Om t>o , 01 a po~liCal party 

. 
Being ~ rnam~r of a ~udcnt 1>1i01l 

EIo<io;J" ""',,,l .... of" roun"'\j<JvelH,,,,rt 

OOl ... ni&:l~"" wNch lobbtes govommenc: 10.;. TM 
Wide"",,. 3ocioty, """"e,ty omnatbn.o.l. 
r,r ... "I""c~) 

ContaC10r0g a pol~ici"n 0, lOaal gO'lQmmQr>/ 

coo:>;."' 

Par!idjld~"""' ~ YuvIIl P,"'i,,,"~nl 

B"in~ .n'lOlIIed in a Youth (.'''''''00 

B<>in~ involwd in an organlsatlon which ~~"5 te 
[eprosonlloo '>'iOWC ot yQ ...... POOP", (e,g. ¥ouno 
Australian Aural Net",,,,,,) 
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Yoong P'i'opl" ,.ay th .. t 10 00 "ngag .. d in democracy tho;ty m,.,u lhin~s , 1,.0;:1, ai; 

infofmation; 

owortlJl1itieslo 8Ctively engage in democracy; 

an ,dea abOut what can be achieved reallstk;all¥; 

ilpilCBS in """,,ch to mMt and djY,IJM: and 

i!';C<jss to ths ir1lSfrKlt, phatocopi~fs, .. 1<;. 

ffi What ~ssist"IlC<il or "'IJCooUl{iem~"t ,b y«{ need from goverl1ft1MI 10 fllkP. 
I.! ac1k>n 3001.11 the!sSU9S yOtlI~'" pass/onalfl abool? 

Ncw,OOas 

Brisbaoo City Co~cll has d!lvQlopsd 'Vislblg In~', a websi!e w/1 <:h 0110"," yuu'>9 
people 10 tlave U suy irl the COur'lCiI's prOQmms. Tho 'Nob$ilO oont;>illS iltjormatlon 
aboot how young P<>0fli<'l On" MV~ thf!ir My, ""f!ni, fOI yOlJrlg p!lop ~ , li~ks 10 



re30Urces and a Iorum lhrough which young p~ople can e~pfess ti1eir opinions. 
Tne CounciJ MM also provided your>g POOP'" wilh areaS around Brisbane ","ere 
they c:an o:om .. 100000thvr 10 m .... \ and org:aniE" a<;~vitil;ls :and pro./Oi"Cts 01 Lnlsr~st to 
them. Those areas am aooe$sible to yourlg people and wo. Hlsourced (soe 
'IfVIt( yi3ibl~-ink·IlQ/)· 

Ttll' Victorian GovIHnml>tlt produc .. d:a handboo~ for)'OOXlg pooopIli on hOllllhey 
can oreate onMge in their community. The handbook proviCles sll9';lesttOl1s 011 
how )'Ill.r!g people can get lIolN<'! on a pro;oot IIley feel passionate about. and how 
Ihey "~n m~~menl thal project (see WW"/O.r<I\I!h W· .<...,. ... 'ifv;j'z{D'fSb<i11k3 rrtJ_ 

Thij Foundiltlon for Young Australians Is iI noo-prc(~ OI'!janisation dGdicat9d k> 
dB~lJlopfnq innova1ive inWativcs lhat support an() ompower young people aged 12 
to ai, rile rOundlltion prOVid~3 seed-funding for ideaJ, prollc!ively aeekS cc­
fundinG 10 SL'Prort iL;~L •• liv .. ~ an" h .. lp~ 11"1 .. r""ipi"nt~ ~t"'C'lJr .. lh.m~ .. I",,~ to 
oosure tor>g-l0;0rm sustainabiUty. Each f"ar, lh~ Found«tiOfl mancges a portIo,"" of 
grant5 10t .. I;"!! about $6 mWUon, At I .. ast 25,.. 01 total llI"ant funding is dedk:a.too to 
I-lItlatives speeifk:aVy designed to benefit young Iodigcn<X!s Austral/alls (see 
www·younooo3tralians,org). 

'''f.;;;U. "V-_>VL pX,·:.:Af.<o-~ I~, v...~( /I , . - - -- -----------"'----'.- ---- --- ----- --- - ---

~,~ . /'A~ V.'}.'_-'C_{L/~).CL'/I'1.-,<_+':.,",-/J. 

on WI.'<It M" COIn, (liJllilr,,~ ".lid' friend,;. j.ia y . If <~/til rg yoiJi'9 .. ~il-a,i;/Ji{il '<fI.>d e' In~d wllft(femocracy?' -', " ,'" _ 

N~PQM$ 

Th~ YOlt h Elecloraj Study (YES) found that par(rls are ''1I~rdl'!d by )'Ol''Ig 
P<K'Pit> "" th¥ rnost importanl soorce of ;nlonn«l"'" ~l>uut vutirlg. Te ..... isioro and 
OOWllpilpars are the next most tmpt)rtanl, howgVGJ voung PGopl9 vi_ thes<;l la(t<;lr 
soorces with som~ scepticism. 

'\"" ___ /2<./4. //'r4!JU'<-"J1 CvkuL,-I_.::..~,c1/r /-1- /J 
11 1,~ :'11 ,_,p/( 

-----~---- -'---~ 

Whit roIiJ C<ln f)oo-gDvI;'mmooi foundatfoos or r:ommunily organisations ptOlY 
in gaffing young peq:JifJ active and involVed with democraoy? 
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lNes and in t~if oommunities. Yomg peo(llf! "-r~ ~div"ly invnlvp.rl in !he 
u..wiq .. m~llt and cI .. iv"ry uj ,,11th" FUCJlldatiull's irntiativ"li. Qr--,.., ililii.'.iw, 
'Act Now', is a web-base<! so!Vice that will provlda YOl.r1g peopl9 \IIIth ,rfmmatlOfl 
and support on hOW they can become IrWo\yM in issues or causes in lheir 
commu~~y tMt th~y ar~ plIMi«J31e about. 

VltlgWlra Y(ll!th Sarvlces Is a volooteer·basEld, oon·profi1 ~ooth mwia and training 
Cl'"qun ;:;a\iOfl whioh proVides yoooq poople o.qcd between 1 e and 30 \IIIth an onlirla 
torum through which they Can ~c~~~ Pntormation an !I. r~nge ot 1opic~, pEu'icipate 
in I'.iscllMioo!l w~h other young ~ople and become iOllOlved in the ~)(f,h;jng~ of 
"'Iom ,allo" wilh ulh.". youny P"Opll! (s"" wWIV.vib&wiri.n!f11. Recent inilialioes 
tncludG 'gklctlonTrackM (see "''l'IWLe.~_Q!iQl1l13.C,,'O[.oo.\'-IjJlJ whicM sent young 
people 001 on the campaign trail (IS reporters in t~e 2004 Foderal olcc~on. These 
reP<l~ we, .. uU "",d by,.;x radio 3t"lion~, SBt) an<l/UlC new~. 

The US Ad Co~il is a non·profit or\lani5atio~ lIotlich pfodLK:e~, rlistriW~s ,,-n(1 
prtllll<>lvs p!.!bHc s9'*e camp«l!lns 00 iI ranglO of is~ues. A ,,,,,erl ~ampaign, 
'Flgm Mal)/lequilism" fOCUSSOd 00 iI'T1provlng youth cIvic angagament and ~Ol~r 
participation. It invol~ed teleViSIOn aM ((lOO 005 oirned llt gcttif1!J YOU!>g occple 
ilwo/lied ..., ~~lJe~ they car~ about, Yolunteering Md voting (Bee 
w.NJ./ightm~nMQl-O·nisrn.O'9)· 

'Ruc:~ till" V(.\t~' i. a 'l<ln'pr<Jtit o[ganiliat\on v.mich airTl~ 10 ""~"Q" y.>U"II ,",""'pie in 
thi political proces$ in lI1e Un~!l{j Stale~ and draw at\\mtton to i~sws 01 [:ooc~m 
to young poop It!. It CQordi:1(\tC5 vOler rogistr(llion drives and educallon effoft\; to 
ensure yoooQ peopie exercise their right to vote. Youth cuHure is harnessed in lhe 
rromnlion nI i!~ ralnfl"'iiJn s, mMYof whirr, itoJatur .. high prnlil~ r.l!iebr~iM including 
mll'SCi"r>s, actors, i.lti ....... and cOlnotdians. In lhe 2.004 efectOons, 1.2 milion 
pBOp~ \0010. ~ ctv~nl"YI! uf 11lI! ory"nis~li"'Il's .... llirl~ wter r\l9;st'ali<;>-l fad,ly, and" 
forth.,r 200,000 r~lfK!l{j ~E apart ollh\! Rock lhg Vot\! Bus Tour ""'OS~ :00 
o(xmt:y (see 'M'.<"!"!'.IOCkthovOl0.coml. 
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Gjddtllvo..U for l-t<.aR[""9 " !:",ol'A.i~!:[w. 

Th9r\l is ro;) set form for a sulxnissioo 10 th~ ~oo,rTltt"". Subrnissms may ~ mad!;- using 
(he irIquiry response form or In thG form 01 a lener, a substantial papar or a ilhort 
docum<)nI and mev may include IIpperldioe3. Submis~ioM may oontairl facts, opfrliOnll, 
argum~nts aoo r"Commendations for ~ction. The mo:st LOse/,,1 submi .• ~icJns "'''' 10 the 
poirt. 

Th~ (.Ommitt~ would prefer wrjtten submi~sions. 001 wiN aiw accept ~"-bmi.'5Sions on 
audiu 1i!P". Fa, writt8n .ubmi,.sions, typ~d or printijO to;oxl is prar.".aL>kl, IhUlJ!Oh t~llil>l~ 
hand-'MItten submll::sions are aooeplablEl. N\Knbered pages and, for submlssklns In 
e~oess 01 ,,0 oooe3. 11 briet ~ummary and a table 01 oonlento is aloo helpful. 

Ali ~I.lbmi~~ ion. mu"' include the Mme ""d conrocl dct"~3 01 lha pc:r~oo ma~;ng me 
sUbmi33ion. Tho3e making 11. 3L.brni3Sion on behllJI 01 an organisation ShOuld indillato al 
v.tlalley..J 1"Il~ ~uhmi$,.nn ha~ r"",n /lulhori.Y\d ("9 wb..-.ommilt .. ". pre,;ident, chair, etc.). 

Public officer~ may make submi~~ion~ liS pr!'.'ate indiv;d[JllI~. However. rt reference is 
mad", in ~ ~Ilhmis~ion to their cffici~1 p<l~itioo, it ~hould ~I~<l he mad" CI~B' that the 
submis.ion is made in a priva1e capacity. Sub",is.iallS ('0111 government departrnent~ 
6h"ukI!xl 3utOOris~d in ",,"ordance with normill w~artment,.j pro,;e<.kJrw. 

C<;>n\l!n\ and ro;ol.v"n~ 

A sulmis.ion milY cOVQr somG or iI~ of the isslli!& raill~d in tho;o r .. ~pons~ lerm. I! woulti 00 
helpful ~ submisElion~ clearly Slali)d which iooUOG arc ooillg addressod. 

Th9 cofTlll"itleg's usual procGdurElls 10 pub~cJy release and tabl& submls;lolll; in tJ-w 
Legislatr\le /lGsombly. Not all submissions will i"IO<:os~arily be published :md/or tabled. The 
comm itt00 reserve3 the ri\lht TO 001 P\.Ibll~h or table conlidenlial subm issions. or 
submis!>ioos which aM irre"'v""nl. conl~ i1 ~curr~ous or d<!1~ma\ary materi"". or are 
~ f!rwi~ nol ~,itable for P\.Ibtisrnog. Th" «.rnmittee w," inlorm )KIll ~ it d"C;o.,.~ r"IOt to 
accept, or r-.ol to autf,lJ(h; .. 11"" public>lhOlI or, y'-".u sulmri.siuo. 

Confidentiality 

Th" commlttllo;o attempts to C{]nduc1 its Pnqu~i~s in lhg moot op~ way po,..ibla. HOlMlver, 
if you be/)(llle that your submisskln (or part of il) snouiCI nol be made pllbllo, Claar!y write 
'col1tiaentlar on each palJe eoo. in 9. brief co~rin~ I~tter. explain v.tly yoor submi.'Jsion 
should ~ IrMtari cnnfiriMlially. Th" ~nmmitt"", will loon c.m~ifl"r ymr r"'1ue~t lar 
r.onfidentialit~. 

Unaulhorisid RaJuQ 
Once thll committe(l receNeS a slJbmlssion, it I)ocomas comrnl!1ee property arid should 
not be pubisr.ed w~hoot lhe oommillee's au1llorisalion. Pubication 01 a submission 
without tM cnmmitree's ~uth<>lis~tion me~O" that Ih~1 I",bli<:atinn ;s not pTotfld~d by 
pari iamenta~1 ptivi~ ~nd m~y amoon! 10 ~ C'Ontllmpl 01 Parliarno;onl. 

All subml~~lonG should be sent to 

I, C'Jnsmutionnl 3M AClmlnl51rmtvc Ravlow Commlneo 

Goorgc Strcot 

8f'11SBANE OLD 4000 



Submissions close on Wednesday, 3!l NOYI'!mbl'!r 2005 

Extensions 10 the clo~ing d"t~ may be QiVe-r1. If you need more Urne to make a 
5lOmi"ion, or il you looq"'r .. f...-Ul<M illforma1km, ~on1act 11111 corT;mitt"~'s secretariat on: 

T"lephooe: (07) S4C6 7307 
Fa>:; (07) 3406 7070 
Emaii: .l9arc 9 poriillrnootgld QOV au 

Copie. oI1h,.~ P"p"'c Md al cther fUNications by the L1Igal am.I Co.".litulior,al Committ,.e 
are available on !h .. In!,.,,,..! via !h .. committae's home pag<l at: 
,",fW.parliam \l nt,qld"gov.au/!l~ittees~wolrQv,htm 
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Name: , 
("'jut'" /Ye 

.. c ...................... . 
It' IIIlO (optioo(ll): 

AdOrws: " .. A'(:~:/'<:'d' '·>f,,';T .. J~7~~/:. 
Contact le.~, phone number): , 

Emllil: 




