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A PARLIAMENTARY COMMITTEE INQUIRY INTC YOUNG PEOPLE
ENGAGING IN DEMCCRACY IN QUEENSLAND
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The aim of this inquiry 13 to make practical recemmandations to
incraase the intorest and participation of younp people in demacracy in
Cuesnsland.
The committes wants to hear frin youny peogle, in panicular, abour
& what is ngeded in Queensland;
& what will work;
& what won't; and

& what ygu want to do or experience.

We woudd also fike (o hear from al people In Queensiand who have an
interesi in young people, or in young people gngaging in democracy.

To halp vou to think about, discuss and respond to mattars relevant to
the inguiry, we have got out below semae:

¥ issues; and

sxamploc of pirategics suggoated or tried glaewhers.
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Edueation/information

It 13 the job of tha Electeral Commission Queensiand (ECQ) to enaure that paople
enral and vote at electinns, To do this, the ECT uses aducation And awareness

programs (e.g. posicards, poslers and school vigits).
What cuird e FGIJ =do'-:b9,z‘fer B dnﬁmnﬂp--#o grer ,rfs message am}sia fu
iy petpie? NI 3 R :

Mow [deas

v in 2003, Flections Canada partherad with Cabile in the Classroom ta deusiop a
ney voter education program for students, including a cenlest challenging pecple
aged 16 to 18 1o create 30-second public servica announcements on video wiing
the paars why tha dermocratic precess and voling are impontant.

v The United Kingdom Clectoral Commisgion's 'Do Palifics' aims to get yaung
peaple involvad in demacracy. [t may be accessed ab waww donolites rauk. ‘Do
Poltics' conducis warkshops and svents, and provides resources and fraining
ucross the UK far yaung pechls.

b In Australia, the Youth Elogtoral Siudy Y ES) found that some incontives wapld
atfract a hirst vote, YOUHQ peap!e said a tax break or the L3& of promaoticnal rock
conzerts would he the most effectiva incentives, bt there was also some support
for the notian that incentives shoufd nol be needad as voting is a responsihiliby
thal comes wilk uitizenah:p
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Voler regiatratian
In Ausiralia, each parsan must complete an enrolment form to registar 1o wite.

?l How cowfd- the EDG ma.‘:a i e&srer fnr ;cmng peapfa fo ‘amoi-and bewme
ragistare fo vots? _ .

Mew ideas

b Ir soma countrias, ragistration is done by the government so that peapla ara
automaticatly registered when Whey reach voling age. An inmernational raport by
e [nstilute for Sramocracy and Electoral Assistanca, Youwth Veler Paricigalion,
Sugaests automatic regigtration by the government rather than &t baing a duty of
each persan to anral.

v (Dther countries gnable people 1 register at a palling siation an elaction day, o
an-ling.

v In Canada, Blections Canadz identifies people who hava turned 18 thraugh
iformatron provided by, for example, tha tax office and motor vehicle regslers.
The Chief Electoral Olficer wrilcs 10 those people to ask them to confinm that thay
are £ligidle to vole and consent to being incfuded in the natinnal register.
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Felling statliona
In Lueanaland, polling atations are usually located in achaois or halls and are cpen

batusan Barm and G,
g How could the EC0 make it easier tor yalng pecple:ts tast Helr voie?

MNew idras

v Inrecant Canadian elections, Elections Canada introduced mare polls 0 lccaticns
10 whieh young people heve aagy agoess, Such as ncar student rosdeneag and
university neighbourhoods.

i

v In Carmada, polling slalions ara open for 12 hours.

v Delegarions irom the sustrakian Electoral Commisslon and the Victorian Eleciorai
Commission observed slectronie voting processes at clections inthe USA, UK
and lreland between 2000 and 2002. The delsgations considered the ditferent
nptions that are availahle, thair advantages and disadvaniages and haw each
opt:on woultd suit Australia’s voling systems. The delegations recommencled o-
woiing be made availgble to certain classes of vobers including voters in Antaretica,
Yorars In ramote focatlons, voters with 2 disability and overseas yoters (sea
WWW. ACC.Qov.aud contentwhatvotingdeloctronic feportfindex. him and

¢ i v atiynt] -

+ A recent report of the Victorian Scruting ol Acts and Regulations Committes,
Viclorian Efectronic Dernocraey, cunsidered electronic veting. 1 recommencded
that Vigtorian aleclions showld not be conduciad remotely vin Information and
communications technalogiss in the nogs luture, but identificd the folowing key

advantages of remate voting systema:
- 23y acceas for fravellers and disabled people;

providing an interface for other 1echnelogios such 4s soreen readers, Braille
somputers, magnifiers or alternatora data entry systema;

aliowing for the easy and cheap distrioution of Ballct papers in diferent
languzrms;

- instantanaons processing; and
allowing watees tn access a wide range of other infarmation while congidering
and casting their vote,
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Advance voting

Currantly in Queenstand, i you can't vote at your nearest polling honih on the day
of a stete elechon, special arrangaments can be mads for yvou o cas! your vola,
such as hy arvance valing in person ur postal voting. These oplions are sviiiable
in onty seme ciicumstances - for example, it vou: will be interstate on poibng day,
have 8 disabllity; or can't vote on that day because of religious beliafs. For Larther

infarmation, see www.ece aid qov.auy,
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New ideas

*In the UK, postal voling is available 1o any eligible voter on reguest. A persan may
apply for postal vating for a paricular election, jor & certain period of tima of tor il
future aleclions,

v To lacilitat voting, the state government could declare the day of a stale rleclion
a publie holday or schedule an eleclian far a day ather than a Saturday.

b In future, f electronic voting were to be introduced, fur example, it need not ba
nensssary o have an ‘election day’, with all voles cast on the same day. Yo'ing
could take plave, for axampld, over an ‘election weok'.
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Cloze of rolls
Currontly, atter a state election is called, people have hetweon 5 and 7 days b

register ‘o vole

Doyou think young peagle couid be disackanaged
to'enroi after an Flection is.called?.

New ide

v Priorto the 2004 tederal election, the Special Minister of State, Eric Abetz
proposed that:

¢ the elecior gl roll be closed to new volers on the day the elaetion wiils would be
issued (usuzlly the day the eieclion & announced); and

*  people wishing to change their enrolment details be given thiee days o do  so.

This proposal did not proceesd as it was nol supporied by the nen-government
parties.
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Fixed election day
ir Queensland, there is no fixed election day for state elections.

A fixed slaction day could allow improved civics education courses, mock-elections
and otlher straleqies encouraging young peopls's engagement with eleclions to be
planngd in advancs {see Miner), For examale, a fiked elogtion day would ollow
civics educators ta plan and ennduct their coursas in paralle! with an elaction
CAMpPAIGT.
D your thivik improvent civics edication Is.a wioih wﬁ:!a rené«mn for gr:J'VF mmant
ta consider a vhange fo fixad termy eier:uons? ' n ES

Maw ideas
+ InClueensland, slections for alt focal government authorities are generally held
eveny four years on the fast Salurday in March,
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New voting sysiem

In Juesnsiand, a system of optional preferential veting /s usad. A facl sheaet abou

"OPV' Iz avai'lable from; www.eon. qid, gov.alL

‘jl?! O pou thing young people would be.mure kel to vote if the veling sysiem
was changed so that candida!es funning ori carlain- lesues ol" p&mﬁufa‘r fnterest
o yound people wara e frkcb-‘ ro ger eracrad ‘and " hiave a ‘voige: In.
pariament?. . i L

MNew idezs

v Appendix D contains g revised varsion of a paper prapared for an Inquiry, Hands
an Fariament, by the Legal and Constiiutional Committce of the previous
Harliament. It provides infarmation aboul cur voting aystem and ways it might be
changad to provide mare diversity in candidates who mighl he alected.

+  AginQueansiznd, the voting systam In tha WK makes it very difficut for
candigaes from minor parties o got olected. In May 2003, some 500,000 schoeol
students in the UK votad in a mock elaction to coincide with tha general elactions.
The students voted for the actual candidates. The rasults showed 14at the
studenls were gtiracted tp parties which ran candidales oo cerain issues; for
axample, siudants who fell passionate about the environment votad 1or The Green
Party. Deapite ialing to have a single candidate returned in the gereral eleclions,
the Grean Party secured 45 out of a possible 345 seats in the mack slection.

L] Propartional raprasantation voling, whigh is Uﬁéﬁ for Senate aloetions In Australia,
provides greater oupuﬂuniw for minor parties 1o win ssats.
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Voting age
In Australia, you musi be 18 years old to vote. The minimum voting age in other
countries ranges from 15 to 21,

The minimum ages st by the Iaw for ather aclivities zre listad in appendix B,

ﬂ Stould thewvoting-2ge be;loviered i, 17 op 16 yazre?; Wity or whirHiy. If fhe
Voting 800 is lowdred. shauld voting &F the' IBWErOHEGE B Soinpuisoni? -

MNew ideas

v In April 2004, following 2 prajoct on the age of alectoral majoiry, the Unitad
kingdom Elcctorat Commissian recommendicd that the minimumn age for alt levels
of woting i public elections in the UK remain at 18 years for the tirme being. 1he
LK Electoral Commission advised, hawever, that it expected ta undertake 2
fanther foprmal review of the mimimein voling ago wilhin o furthoer five o seeon
years. |t encouraged the government to considar initiating & wider review of the
age of majorty.

v In 2004, a report an changing socisl and fegal frameworks for young Ausiralians
found that, despite some fterest in getting more involved in their community and
i government decision-making processes, young peoale were guile relustant to
claim the rigint and responelkility of having the vole younger than at 3go 18. Tha
majority’ {74%} of young peonle invilvod intho rescarch said that they wers not
raady or interested n getling invelved in formal political processes such as voting
before they wara 18. Their parants agreed, with a majority {f19%) suggeating ihat
younrg pecpls are not malure enough and not interasted in voting bedore they are
18, anef thet youny peaple under 18 have other gressures o confront and contend
with (sae Carson, Flitzgarald and Rechal.

v Compllsorny voling was introduced in Queensland in 19714 and by tha
Uommanwealth in 1924, Research by Milner (published in Civic Literacy: How
Informed Cifizans Make Democracy Wark, Lniversity Press ol New Cngland,
Hanowver, 2002) indicates that the effect of introducing compulsary vating in
Auslralia was to bring about & 23% evarall increase in woting.
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Educaticn in schools

In Cueeraland schools, there is no subjact cafled ‘civics education' or ‘citizenship
education’. Prmary and secondary students learn about deinocracy, inchuding
parliament, government and alections, in a number of diffargnt suidjacts. Studants
also oWporicnce demecragy al schogd, for example through elections for sghoot
council mermbears andfnr school leacers.

Educatich about democrasy
Addittanal aducational cpporunities relevant to demacracy inclde:
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viglte to the Queensland Parfament, or to 2 regional siting of the Queenseland
Farlioment, and pducational astivities provided by Farlinmertary ECusgtion
Services; an

electoral educat:on actwvities conductad by the Australian Elsctoral Commission,
such as school visits,

Far students

&

What “worked well - and - what - did: yoti- an;ﬁy whsn you Ja;rma' abam‘ or
expatfenr..eu‘ demmc.rac:y fry yrosar’ ‘schootd .,

What: more’ could ‘sehools 0. o - encc:uraqe Wu 1. va.rue dsmwrac}f and
prenare: you o that. _'.«'Gf..f am wef.‘ mrc}rmed anc!' aonﬁdam abom Erngagmg i

Hemacracy’?

For teachers

L)

Ho goes yaur sahookapproacty civies aducafion and practice dPn'mrary?
Hotw coukil students be belterprepafed-to engags in damocacy?.

Mew idgas

¥

In previous inquities, the Lagal and Constituttonal Committea and the Legal and
Canstiutional Commitiees of the 4810 and S0th Parliaments have made
recommendations abolt civics education in Oueensland. Similar
recommendations hava beon made by many other Australian bodies in recent
vaars. b list of some of thesa ragomrmendatlons (& 281 ol N appendlk C,

1he Constitutional Centra of Wastern Auatralia was established to encourage
pecple of all ages to leam abool the Wastern Australian political systern and how
to actively participate in it It olfers digplaye an the Constitution and aspects of
cilizenship and pulitical hisiory. The Electoral Education Centre is located within
the same complax, and provides Intarastive programs alowing paople o casta
voie, discover the onging of demogracy and undersiand now the valng System
works {see wawww.coentre. wa.qgov.aufindex titm). Programs, peesented in ways
which engage voung peaple, are also conducied for schoal students visiting the
Centrs. Teacher resource Kits complement each program, Resource boxes on
varous topics are available to schools in remote areas. In addition, the
Consitutional Centre has developad an 'Qut Roach Program’ wiich invalves a
nelwork of lacal peopla in rural and remote areas of Weatern Austraig providng
orograms o students in those areas. Some programs are specitic o Indigenaus

cormrranities.

A Civios and Gitizenship Education webaite fwhich in¢omorates a previous
'Brseovaring Demaocracy’ wabsita) i wwiv civicsandotizenshic. edu 4.

‘Kids Voting USA' 5 w national non-profii, non-partisan organisation hat teaches
students abowt citizenship, civic respoansibifity, demasracy and political
paricipation. Together with clagsroom activities, students are proviced with 8n
opportunity to cast a 'Hids Yoting' ballot on election day, and they vale an the
same candidates and issuas as adulis, In 2004, .5 mitlion students turned out 1o
»@e tor presidential, local and state candidoles, Areas with a Kids Yollng USA
pragram have ahowsd a vating rate for agisterad 18 year olda which s 14%
higher than for non-padicipating areas. Ses www kidsvotingusa. grgf

A% pant of the Kids Voting USA scrvice, 'DoublcClick Domocracy {soo

. Kidsvatinousa. org/DoubleGlickintro as0) was developed to sllow sludents to
panticipate in an anhentic voting experience using a web-hased voling system.
Thie onling ballote raplicate the candidates and issues adults vote for, and grovide
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students with practice balluts which have finks lo candigale liographies and gther
resources. About 35 000 students paricipated durifig the 2004 prasidential
slectiona.

» Tewns N2 Politics’ is a US-based website which offers young peopla an
opportunity to participate in discussion Forums on topics such a5 the goonomy,
fargign policy, ganeral poltical issues, animals and the anvironment.  Provisian is
also mads for young people to contribute to discussions under the banner of et
wing chat’ and “right wing corner'. See www.lesnsn2politice comforumss.
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Polilical parlies

The 200d Yourg Australian of he Year, Hugh Evans, has suggesied izl young
peope feal shut ouwt of malnstraam pany politcs.

The lotmer Queensland State Youth Advisory Council told the committee thal the
Issues acdressed by politeal parties, partioularly at alagilen time, are dominatad by
thoso rolevant 1o ﬂrdar people and gur agemg pugulatmrt

Mew ideas

v Dr Ariadna Vromen, & lectlrsr at the Unlversity of Syeney, researches young
pecple and polities. She writea that, 'The one area of participation that remains
ow for young peaople, and indeead for most Austratians, is mambership of palitical
partivs. Rather than laballing party membarghip decling 45 apathy, we pught o
sas5 how unappealing political pantkes have bocoma, And i 15 up 1o partles ta
invelve a new generalion. [his might not be by way of formal membarship;
insiead, parties might consull yourg people on issues refavant to their ivas’ {see
Wrurnan].

*dnthe US, a nationwide study ot youth attitudes found that young peoals wers
active in thair sormmumties but not concerned abaut palitics. As an autcoms of
hal study, & strategy asdopied lo re-connect youth to demaogrgey is Lhat, daiing
electioh campaigns, the media offer yowlh-mederated candidate debates {see
Watcnal Association of Secretaries of State).
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Paliticiana
Many research studiea i Australia and internationally reveal that young people are
ayucal about the behaviour of politisians.

How. can pofmcmns ?hemsgrms rsemre the. Fadh of poung peopie  in

u’enmcmay¢'

Mews wleas

v Or Arpdne Viomen says thal politiciens onfy congider young paomie whon thoy
present a probilern; thal young prople tend 1o be talkad about rather ihan talked
with; and that young peaple's perspachives are raraly included in public debate.
Cr Miomen suggests that what is needed is direct evidence of young people’s
gxpefiences and arguments based on guch evidence (see VYromen).

v Inthg United States, Cangda ang e United Kingdom, whiore voiing isn
compuisory, it has been shown that contact with polfical parties anc candidetes is
an impartant element of ‘get-nut-the-vota' strategies. Following the 2004 British
generat election, the UK Ekctoral Commission dentified a fack of canvassing by
paliliviang a5 a likely reason for dissatisfaction {and low turnout) amangy first-tiee
WelBrs,
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Being heard

Wule young peopls may be turned off palitics 4 i currently gperates, muny
studics and surveys have found that voung peaplc are very inlerested in paiiical
I3ras impartant to them. Tha challenge for governmenta s to £ngege with yaung
pecple, and the first thing that young people say is that they want te be beard.

;,p Hava you used any of the govemnment opparfupities b woize your opinions
s+ aboul fssues? How effective was 7



Mew ideas
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in Western Australia, the Civics and Chizenship Unit in the Depadment of Premier
and Cabinet gims lo enhance democragy in that state through ivics eduealion
and the prometion of an active eitizernry. The goal is 2 community whers al
Western Austrakians are valued as citizens, where they play a aignificant rele in
sefting policy priorties and where they help shapa the nature of their society (see

W Cilizenscapa. wa.gov.au,

Dr Aringne VYromen suggests thal, 'Young people have a broad range of
econbimic, social, and political experiences’ and that we need ta ‘craate inclusive
farms of governance that recognise and Build upon different ways of making
communities. Those in powar nesd to listen o young people maore, and youny
people’s diverce viaws and axperiences need 1o be articulated in the medla’ (see
Wremean).
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New iegs

in 2003, the Gommissivn for Children and Young Peeple was nvited fo parlicipate
in a commtea for the development of a spane and recraation facllity tor young
peopic on Palm Island in North Qucensland. The Gommission undedinged the
importatice of the committes aaking young people what they wanted. [ he ssue
for the Commission was na! so much Show az we imvolve childien in the duffoing

af this facilify” bul rather “how o we get the facilify the children want?

In 2003, In Parramatta In Sydney, a Youth Jury presented young people with
pragical oppantuniies o learh and discuss the dverse inlerests and concerns of a
'wide variety of yourg people across the Parramatta region. Parlicipants lsarned
about teamwork, neqatiafion skitls and the pawers of government, This enabled
thermn to form ;rsahstu:: rat:ummenddtrons to support the needs of the coliective

woulh of Parramaia.
The aim of tha Youth Jury was to asslst with bridging raciat Intolgrancs and
CUlurgi diversity amaeng young people of Parramatia.

The rccemmendations of the Youth Jury were aimed at key government and
community crganisations of Parramatta.
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Taking astion
¥aung peaple want to be astively invalved in demociady. Voling at elestions is only
one way of being ivalvad in a demaocratic socigly,

Which of the fsfff.::mng acrmr:ﬂs have yﬂu f:arrrad aut or; woma‘ you ik 12 :ra:‘ry
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Activity ot fﬂyg}gffﬁ“
Volumserng ] LT
fraitiactive ar parbicipading n & [oeal yooth prajact (1 i
Inittaling or aigning a potition 55 )
artending a rally or protesi e f3
Taking pan in a strike ™ O
Being a member of 3 polilical pany i3 L ,,
Rainn A& member of a tfrade union i Sﬂ'f ;
Bolng @ mambor of A stadest urion 3 E/
Bezivgg o ruemiber of A non-goverm el
arganisation wiich lobbles gavemment (¢.g. The ' e
Wildemess Socisty, Amneshy Intemational,
CITRHNORACE)
Contacting a poltician or legal govemment £ [
councilar
Farficipatinyg i1 8 Youlll Padizarernt F‘-?T’J' r1 N
Being involved in & Youth Louncil L E’x

) e

Being involved in an organmisatien which seeks to
represond the vicws of young poopic {e.4. Young
Australian Fural Metwork)

Young peopla say that 1o be engaged in democracy they need bings such as:
tinformation,

t  opportunities o actively engage in democracy;

vooan ddea about what ¢an be achigved raalistically;

v apases inowhich to meat and discuss; and

' 30eess wthe internal, pholozopiers, elc.

Whal assislanve or stcouragement o you need from government ta faka
KX action about the kesuss vou feel pagsiongia about?

Mew viaas

r  Brisbane City Councll has davelopad 'Vislole Ink', 8 welsite which allows yaung
peopic 1o have & say in the Council's programa. The website contans intormation
aireut how young peaple can have their say, events for yound pesoe, linka



rasources and a lorum thraugh which Young pecple can express their opiniona.
The Caincil has also provided young people with areas around Brisbane whare
they can coms togather to meat and organizse aclivities and prajects of interest to
them. Those areas arc accessible W young neople and well resourged (sce

ey viafbla-ink. orpd.

+  The ¥ictorian Government produced a handbock for young peopla on how thay
can create change in thedr community. The handbook grovides suggestlans on
how woung people can get active on & projedt they feel paasionate about, and how

they can implement that project (see wera vouth vie now e ferTTEShouhd awk]

»  The Foundaiion lor Young Ausiraliang s a non-profit organisaticn dedicated lo
davgloping innovative initiztives that support and cmpows! young people aged 12
0 25, The Foundation provides seed-funding or ideas, proactively seaks co-
funding to support initiatives anc helps the racipients strocture thamealvas to
ensure long-term sustainability, Each year, the Foundation manages a portiolio of
grants totaling about $6 milion. At least 25% of total grant funding s dedicatad 1o
inftlatives spedifically designed to cenefit young Indigenous Australizns (sea
Wi youngaatrali
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“‘2 WWhat roife - cun, fniles g rnends pray fn gen‘mg young pecpl’e qcfﬂre A
ifvolived with demagrasy?

MNew ideag

v TheYouth Flecioral Study (YES) found that parents ane regarded by poung
pephe s he most impotani source of informalion sboual voting. Television and
NOWSpApers are the next most Imponani, howovar young people view these later
sources with some scephicism.
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j,;? What rofa can non-governmant foundatfons or commupily organisations piay
8 ingotiing young peebic active and invalved with demacracy?

Mew ideas

*  The Inspire Foundation (sep wwwy.ingpire.oro.gu) is a national non-profit
toundation which ams to mreate opportunities tor ynung Australians, princ pally
aged between 16 andg 25, to help themselves and oihers, The Foundation
acknowlednes that young paopie Wwant 1o make 4 pogitive difference in thair own
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s and in their communities. Young peenls are actively involvad in he
deveiupment and delivery ul all the Foundation's initiatives. One intdialive,
BetMowd, iz 2 web-based serviee that will provide young people with rfarmatian
ared support on how they can become involvad in 55088 or causes in e
commurity that they are passinnate ahout,

Vibe\Wire Youth Sorvieos is 2 voluntesr-basad, non-profil youth media and training
crganisatign which provides young peooie aged between 1€ and 30 with 2n enling
forum through which they can access information on a range ot topics, pericipate
in discussions with othér young people and bacome invalved in the exchange of
information with ulher youny people {(see www vibawire net). Becent iniliziives
includs “slectionTracker (Sas wwwd, alectionracker.netst} which sent young
people oul on the campasgn rail as reporters in the 2004 Federal olecton. These
reports were uliiasd by six radio atalions, 583 and ABG naws,

The US Ad Council i 2 non-profit organisation which produces, distributes and
prumcles public service campaigns on a range of issues. A recent campaign,
‘Flgnt Mannsguinsa, focussnd on improving youth oivic engagament and voter
portginaton, 1 myvalwad television and radio ads aimea at gotting younrg oeople
involved in iBsuea they care abaut, volunteering and veting {3es

wraaw fightrmannesuinism arg).

‘Ruch he Vote' is a nop-pratit organisation which aims to sngags youny peopke in
the political process In tha United Statas and draw aftention to issues of concern
o young people. 1t ooordinates volgr registration drives and aducailan eifors to
engura Young DEDDEE axarcise their rjght to vote. Youth cufture is harnessed in the
promotion of its campaigns, many of which feature high profile celebritizs including
musicians, actots, athletes and comedians. n the 2004 elections, 1.2 million
paople took yuvanlage of the organisation's unline voler reqisiralion factlily, anda
further 200,000 reqksmred g apart of the Rock the Yote Bus Tour across the
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udddetines for making 6 swormission

Thera is no et fomm for a submission 10 he cormiltes. Submissions may be made using
the inquiry respanse ferm orin the form of a letter, a subetantial paper or 3 short
dosument and thay may inciude appendices. Submissions may contain facts, opinions,
argumen’s and recammendations far action, The maost useful submissions ae to the
Boint.

The committes would prefer written submissions, but will also acespt subrmissions on
audio lape. For written submissions, typed or printed text is preferabla, though legibha
hand-writtan submissions are acceptable. Numbeared pages and, tor submisslons In
exeass of 20 pages, a briet summary and 2 lable of conents 13 also helpful,

Al sUbmissions must include the namc and contact details of the porson malking she
submizzion. Thoze making a submiasion on behal of an onganisation should indicate at
what level tha submission has heen authorisad (eg sub~ommittes, president, chair, elc.}

T R T

Public officers may make submiasiona as private individuals. Hewever, il reférence is
macls in A submission ta their afficial positian, it should also he made clear that the
submission is made in 2 private capacity. Sulmissions from government departments
should be zuthorised in aceordznee with normal departmental procedure.

Content and relevance
A sybmigsion may eovar soma or sl of tha issues raised in the regponse torm. # would be
helpful f submissions clearly stated which issues are being addressed.

The committes's usual procedure s o publicly release and (able submisslons in the
Legistaive Assembly. Not all submiéssians will necessarily be published and/ar tatiled. The
committes reserves the right 1o not pubhah or table contidential submissions, ar
submigsians which are irrelevant, contain scurrilous or defamatary material, or are

oth erwise nod suitable for peblisking. The committee wifl inform yau H it drcides not to
accept, or no! 10 authurise the publicalion of youw subimission,

Confidentiality

The committze attempts to canduct A inguirtes in tha most cpen way possible. However,
if you bekave that your submission {or part of 1) shoulk rot be made public, clearly write
‘contigential” on egch pags and. in a bite! covering latter, explain why your submission
should e freated confidentially. The committes will then cansider your request far
canfidentiality,

Unauthorised Releage

Cnce the committss recalves a submission, it becomas committes proparty and should
not Be published without the commitiee's authorisation, Publisation of & submissian
without the committes's authorisation means that that publikation is noi protectad by
parliarnentary priviiege and ruay arnount 1o a contempl of Parliarmen,

. All submissions sheuld be sentte
: The Research Director
X Legal, Conestutional and Admintstrative Review Gomminec
~ Parliarnent House, Goorge Streot
“. ‘BHISBANE QLD 4000
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Submissions close on Wednesday, 30 November 2005

Extensions to the clasing date may e given. If you need more time o make a
subrmission, of if you require further infurmation, contact the commities’s secrelanat on:

Telephons: (07} 3406 7307
Fax: §07) 3406 7070
Email: learc @parliament.gld . gov.au

Gopies of this paper and all other publications by the Legai and Sonslitulioral Committes
are available on the [niernet via the committee's home paga at
wwnr pasiamant, gid.gov.aw/enmmiteesdeqalrev.htm
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