[omizsin No 8

15 Dece.ser 1999.

The Pesecorch Direcltor RECEIVED

Lezal, Oonstitubtional =nd Adninistrative

i D (iR 17 DEC 1998
L ,;‘;ee © LEGAL, CONSTITUTIONAL AND
RO Bt | ADMINISTRATIVE REVIEW
TRISBAIE. A2ld. 4CCC COMMITTEE

Dezr 8ir

I aporociste this opoortunity to coimiens oa the Position Zepsr (fo. 1)
rﬂaurcd b" ohe Tezel, Constitutional and iduinisiretive Review Cormittee
n the role of the Jusensiznd Parlisment In Trealy Maliing.

re Comnitiee proposal 1

T note that DFAT provices a schedule of treaty negotiations to the states
twice & year and in fJueensland it goes to the Interzovernmentel Relations
Directorate of the Department of the Premier and Cabinet. T grestion

whether advice at six mohthly intervels allows sufficient up-to-dste
informetion for Queensland Parliament and Queengland citizens to be
adeguately informed.

I agree that the Premier be required (by sessional order of the Qneensland
serliament) %o table the Scheduie of Treaties and other trezty information.
Howaver T think this should be required as soon as practicable, rather than
neriodically as meniioned in the proposal, snd in SHf:iC;eﬂu tine Jor
Dzrlienentarians and citizens to becone involved in consuliztion iIf they
wish to do so.

I do not thminlk the full text of treaties need be tabled, orovided the
sehedule of treatiss and Treaty informaitien wabled gives sufficient
infornstion o Oﬂrli~men to eneble ijemberscof pParlioment to decide whether
they should _reque est 2 copy of the full Sext through the jusitralian Treaties
Library or from DFAT.

come means nust be found for citvizens to become avare of jreaty information
vhich is tabled 1n 2srliament 1n suflicient Uime [or them So have an oovpor-
tunity e corrment if tney wish.

o]}

T have been concermed sbeut the lack of lmouvledse in the cormunity cho
treatics whileh the Coxmonwealtil Govermnment signs and believe this °lcu

£3i11 exists in spite of the 1996 reforms. Peovle with ready access t
internet seem to believe thai everyone has sinilar access, whereas in foet
a very snell percenteze of the population has this access. ‘Hthout it, one
is depencent on friends whe can provide the information or on the public
nedia. Unforiunaitel; the public media deoes not seem to resard nronosed
treaties as news. Therefore the first indieation most peonle havz of a
proposcd trexty is when thie Conmonvealih Government calls for submissgions
and an advertisement is placed in the main daily pavers. ilgwever, 17 the
one advertisenent is misged, there can be no regponse

Tthen I sxprossed eoncern o 2 Queensgland Parligmentorian abeut o nartievlor
ireaty, I was told there was no need to worry as the 3tates would not allow
the Commonvealth to sizm it. This seems to bo veory doubtful advice.



re Cormittee 2roposal 2

‘le have baen told that treaties have at least an indirect influence on
Australisn law and set oprincinles which Gevermment decision and policy makers
heye rezard to. 'ho has responsibility in Queenslard ot present to study and
advise the Covernment rezording oronosed treaties which affect fuesnsland?

sponsioility to do this, T think we nsed o
i ap eristing comiities to add it to their
5 nob Gone, now would Parliamentis view on
anent be brouszhit togetiner?

If no naruiculsar cody has re

corxnittee to do so or s

r’esnonm Dilzties, IF s
the treaties tabled in Porli

e Position Pener included inf crmamion shout Victoriats quick resoonse to
ensure *ﬂarcv““erts in The consuliction Iramework reszerding treaties oa tie
rzcommendavion of the Victorian geder 1-gtate Relations Committee. Does
Queens;.::*d hrvae a ginilsr cormittee?

e Oomittee Proposal 3

I% seems tnat there g no formal arrangemeny for representatives fronm

gormonweslth and 3%nte znd Terrivory parliaments to discuss proposed treaties,
but that _,c.L“c'.meal oh end Stete officialg meet as part of the D‘ba.nd:u.'z6
Cormitise on Treaties. Upw effective are these meetings? and how much
renoriing back uo 3beve and Terrifory Parliaments occurs following these
meetings?

note thait tha Victorien Fe ral-gtate Tplabions Comitiee recommended that
ne Cormonweslth Jo-nu tanding f Jcmmiuuee on Treaties liaise with the
ctorian parlianent (and other state Parlianents) 2nd include Territory
lisents in conducting its treaty reviews.

I wags Imgressed v the worlk of the Commonwsalth Jeint sStanding cormittee

on "rc*tﬂe in relation %o the rultilateral Agregngnu on Invesitnents and
belisve it would be aoproprizte for JSCOT vo liaise with Stetz and Territory
Cormiitises

Yours sircerely

Moo

(Mrs) Vera Rajmer





