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I ap?!'"cci:.tc th:..s O?90rtL:lU"Y to cO~.l!":.len~ on the ?osition ?2.p~r 0:0. 1) 
orc ;).;;,red by ~he Le:;p.l, Consti'~l\tiol1al o?nc. .:"d::lin:'s tre.t i ve RaviSH Cor:nittee 
~n the role of the ·~ueensl.;!....'1d ?.:!Xlienent in '!'re:lty ~.!a::ine. 

re co~ittee pro?osal 1 

I note tiw.t D?AT provic.:es Cl. schedule of treaty negotiations to the sta.tes 
t\Jice 11 year and in 0ueensland i t Goes to the Inter,::;overl"l}:l.o:mte..l Relc.tions 
Directorate of tt:e ~part:1el1t of the ?remier and Cabi net . I qL~estion 
,-rhather adv ice at si::;: Dohthly intervals 2.11ows su.fficient up-to-d6.te 
infoJ:i.lC.tiol1 for Queenslend parliar;"!.ent and Queensland citizens to be 
adequately i nforned . 

I n.,grea t ~lat the ?re;:rier be required (bY sessionFl l ordf'!r of: the Qlleensb.nd 
?arli~~ent) to table t~e schecule of Treaties and other tre~tJ in~o~~ion . 
Hot·:ever I thi:1!-: t bis should be l'equired as soon as practice.ble, rather t han 
!Jeriodica.lly as mentioned in t he proposal,. e.nd in sufficient ti.TJe -;:or 
?e.rli02I1entarians c.nd citizens to becOi:1e involved in consultation if they 
uish to do so . 

I do not t!1inl: the £':.12.1 tc::t Ol treaties need be k:.bl ed, ?rovided the 
schedule of treaties e.nd treaty ini'or::-:ation t::,;bled Gives sL~fficient 
infoI':".l£.tion t o ?ar~icr.er.t t o enabl e j·reI:"t"bersco.f ?a.rli2..TJ.ent to decide ur.ether 
thej" should req~!est a copy of ~hc full te:Kt t:-o.roU5h the Austr~l~ Treaties 
Libr.c..ry or f ro:!l DFAT . 

. S~e !!lcen::. ntt3t be found :for ci tizer.s to beCo:l"!e ~\:are of: treaty infor.:'.E."tion 
'·Thich is kbled in :?arl ia.!::ent in s Ltfficient tine 201' the..-:!. to IlE.ve an o~.9or
t unity tc COD.-:1.cnt il" t:le~r 1.-!ish . 

I have been concer:1 od 2.bcL'~t the 10.ck of l:noulcc1~e in the cO:::-sllL.'1ity c.bout tbe 
tre2.tic::. '.·.'hich tbe CO::-_l!o:o!""Moalth GovorrL"'1cnt siens cnd bel ieve this situation 
still e::i::. ts in noite of the 1996 refOl"1:S . peo?la idth l..~eady access to the 
i...'1ternet seeD t o belie'Je tlU!..t e veryone has sl!lil.:!r o.cces::o, Hhere~ in f c.ct 
a vcrJ s::cll 9C!'ccnk.::;c of the population hru:; this o.ccess . ~!ithout it, one 
is depcncent Oll friends uho can provide t he infol":":'.<:!tion or cm t he public 
:medi a. ulli'ortl:no.teJ.~c ~he public i:ledi.2. aoes not see!:"! to rcC~d proyosed 
troe. ties llS noHs . T;,erefore t he first indic~tion nost peo::l c h2.v·~ of \l. 

proposed tre.:.'.t:t is Hhcn the co::nomre£l~th Govcrm.1ent calls fer sucr;~is::;ion3 
and an r.dvertise:::cnt is plo.c od in t he min dc.ily pO-pers . IIo1-icver, i : tlle 
one o.dvertiso;·.lent is rr.i:>scd, there CDl1 De no rC.;jponse. 

l.ihcn I Q::9r03Ccd CDncern :'0 ~. :lne(Hlcl,~nd rD..rlit"t:"!cntC'. ~ '~ o.n ~.bcut ~ ?l!.l'tic l~lcr 

trout ;,,-, I uno told there ~J,:U:; no need to Horr~l as t he States \-Iould not a lloH 
the COI1,..:1.on\fouth to si.::J1 it. This ~CC1<!S to be vcry doubt fL:l ad vice . 



-~-

-re have bee:! told t h::::.t tre<!ties he'le <,,_1; leas t an indirect influence on 
A~~str:lliaD Io.\-: "-l~d set pr inci?les ~.j'h:!.ch Gcvcrl"'w'7lcnt decis ion and ;>olicy J:'.akcrs 
heve rC:<ll'd to . ,- ;''10 has res90nsib:ilit~' in ql:.ee nsl:-ll'!d ~t preseilt to study end 
adv ise t;;'8 Governr:1ent r esc.r di::.g ?r090sed tre<lties Hhich affect '~ue ensland? 

I: no ;>~~iculc..r bod~r M.s r cs;lOnsioilit:r to do this, I t hin::~ He need e. 
co~ittee to do so or tc as~·: ;In e::iEitir.~ cor~littee to add i t to t~eir 
r esooncibili -::':e::; . IE t hi" is !'lot done , ho\'! \"oulci ParliCl:-::.en~ ' s vieH or. 
the trcD..tics tabled in pc.rlia"'"1ent be ol'ou:;ht together? 

?;le ?os:.t~on ?a.ge r included i nformation [!1)out Victoria! s quick responsa to 
e!1::mr e '; :.1?r cvcr:ents i n ~he co~sult:!tion i're;.'1ework regt!rding treaties O~l t;~e 
rec o::nendation of" the 'lictorifl.n Feder o.l-state Relations comr:.ittee . Does 
QueensJ.~:~ d h~-:':l :'. si.::lilar COi':li1i ttee? 

re cor;!r.Jit tee proposal .3 

It sec~s that t her(' :"'3 ~"!o fo r::-cl arrange~ent f or renresentatives frO:!l 
cornonwealth 2,nd 3t".ta ~,ld Territory ?~li8.0"':'!er:. t s to'disCllSS proposed treaties, 
but thc::~ ':icr:r:::.c:,,·real th c.nd state offic ials meet as part of the standi ng 
Co:.".1..'ni t tee OH : renties . SOH effect i ve are these :neetings? V"Ed how muc h 
r e90r tir:g ::"tck to ste.te ~.~ld Territor-J parli2.:",-ents occurs follm: :!.ng t:~e 3e 
:neet i nr;:s? 

I note t~t tha Vic tori~l1 Feder~l-state P..elc.:Gi ons COlT.it t ee recon.'1.ended that 
the co..-nom·ret:..lth Joint st'lnding Gcnrn.ittee at;. Tr~aties liaise 'dith the 
Victorian pt..1'lL'C!cnt (and othel' s t o.t e ?arl ia-:tents) and include Territory 
:?~li~lent5 i..l'l conducting its treat;,-- reviews-, 

I Has ir:l!,Jressed b:, the ',.-orl~ of t.he Co.":ll'r.onweal th Joint st!l~ding cor.;r.'I_i ttee 
on Treat ies in r el a.tion to t l1e 1:l1.1t ile.teral Agrel.Dcnt 011 In',est:'.:ents nne' 
believe i t ,,;o~lld be 2_??rOpri<!.te f or JSCOT to liaise Hi t!] s t .?.te and Territory 
Cor.:ni t tees. 

yours s ir.cerely 

.fl.P~ 
(Hr s) Vera Ra}'!ler 




