
19th ~, ugust 1996 

Tile ;~e search Di rec tor 
l_ega l, Const i t,ut iona l .~di1tinistri1tive qev ie11j GO:Jli'll ittee 
r1arl iament Hous~ 
3risbane Old. 4000 

uear Sir. 
Trut:l i n ?o li t ical .4dvertising 

T~e proDosed a'nendl'lent to t he ': l ectora l ~ct 1992 'Jy i ns2;-t i n; of 
Sec . 163A & 2 (into ~· l ~ " Act ) aooears to :ne to serve the OIuch 
needetj Chang2 . to put t ~l is matter i n .) ·.~atert i ~!ht cfloart . .ne nt , 
or ov i ce(l that tIle def2nr::~ for Vle r1efendant tr) ~rove :-

(a) that be tOO;( (J:) oJrt in rje t.erf1i il i n0 t!l \~ contents of 
the advert i s2:TI2nt and 

(b) HMt fI.: could not reason.'lJly b:~ eX'1r?cterj t o ;1,~V2 ~~:1!)"IN 
Hlat ti le st.'ltenent t o \1!h i ctl tile c.f"Jarge re lates \vas 
inaccurate, misl ead ing (S "11 3 (2) ) of t'le :::l~ctori' l 
4ct 19B5(Sth . Aust) is changed so that it i s not ~ 
defence , tiH1s nutting all ~2 rs ons hav i il~ to enSUf(? 
beyond all :':Qutlt that el '2r::tora l ;~ater i al i s tru2 enCl 
acc urate . 

T ;ll~ \J:lrty and/or ~ ll oers,')ns ass0c iate':1 with '"mo are afte rall Lie 
auth0r of ool iticfil data (!nd prOIl0UnC€('leots 2tC CluS-l: cOr]') ly I,Vit:l 
t ne sense of "i t 1135 t tl be t ile truth or f)i)Y for t12 cons:!quenc~s " 
a.iHj UIJt 110 uld invol ve raising the ')enalties by at least t:=n"fo l r.:! 
to e-nJhas is2 t he s2t' i ousne5s of the offence of non CCFlp li il.n .ce 2~ 
to enfor;:e tile t er;TIS of t !12 .=\ct. 

r t i s on ly very recently t!l<1t we see the ra isi ng of ,lenalti es i s 
i n9 used t o der,lonstrate till.? seriousness af offent1 i :l':] Jnd the 

penalt i es under ti12 :: l !~ctora l Actss ~res2nt l y seen to ; :lIiicate 
ti"lat to be gu ilty under ~lector'l l ,'\cts is i"e~anje,'j as a ':, inor 
offGnc~ . 

'·Joth i n9 must Qe left that i nljicat2s \'/eakness i n the dei;;an(l fot 
truth i n po li cital advertising . That "'lust J2 ~ "J.ra;:lnnt P., that t'le 

there ~·/ill be no eSCiwe for anyone Iyho contrave rles t:12 l eg i s l at 
iOIl. 

You rs fa i tllfu ll y. 
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