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Thankvel for -rour letter of 2nd Oct. and the invitation to make a submission
to vour ennuirv into "how to vote" cards,

Althoueh T aesree with the judeement of the Hon. Mr Justice Mackenzie, based
on the extract irncluded with vour letter and mv reading of the Electoral
Actt 1792, T 2am not oualified to comment further.

Instead T will offer a submission on my observations of the actual use of
"how to vore" cards, in the hope that it will be of use to vour enauiry.

The essence of my submission is whether "how to vote!" cards are useful to
the voter or merely a oublic nuisance at volling stations that are a waste
of time,monev,and paper resources, and if thev should be bznned altopether
bv a chanre to the electoral act,.

v oualification for commenting is ten vears of exverience as a volunteer
handine out "how to vote" cards at Vederal,State, and Loeal Govt. elections
in Meensiand, both in city and rural electorates, and,offen at the same
time beine a scrutineer, with the advantase of being able to observe inside
the polling station durine the votine orocess.

For the two recent elections I was handing out cards and also a scrutineer
at the small rural vollinge st=2tion of Bullvard, Kolan Shire, Burnett.(for
State) and.in both cases T witnessed the sealing of the ballot boxes and
was oresent at the station continuouslv until ballet counting ended.

Ohservation at this small rural station was easier because onlv 231 votes
were cast in a steady day-long trickle, and only two "how to vote' cards

(National and One Nation) were offered. This was the same for both State
and Federal elections

The resnonse to the cards was similar in both elections. ost voters
nolitely accented a card from bhoth parties. A few did lock at them on

the v3th to the polling station dnor, and on a verv few occasions 1 saw

a short discussion of the cards between two partners. The maijoritv just
discarded the cards into the bins at the entrance door, with no more than

a rlance at either card. A few took cards into the booth, but observation
Aurine the dav as a scrutineer revealed very few cards in booths or the bin
near the booths,

The end result for the State election at that station was, 231 votes cast,
First oreferences were Nationmal 97, One Nation 86, ALPLO, Greens 7, and the
sole inderendant 1.

Por 2 nartvy nreferred count Mational rained L0, ALP gained 7.

Since there were no cards distributed by ALP, Creens or Independant, it
wonlAd seem that AR voters (207) were ahle to determine their first preference
without card assistance,

Fact.ors that mav have inflienced votine more than cards were that Dous Slack
the sittine National candidate is well known, and his volunteer handine out

eards was a local farmer well known to a majority of voters. Another factor
nav have bheen 3 mailbox Aror for the relatively unknown One Nation candidate.

These factors were the same for both State ani Federal elections, with a
sinmilar resnult, but also similar use of cards bv voters,
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Rase? on these ohservations, which were similar to other election exnerience,
“w eoneligsion is that "how to vote' ecards are not a necessarvy vart of the

athe Aeterminine vrocess, and that bannine them woild not be a major
inconvanience to the majoritvy of voters, and would save considerable time,
moner etc, as well as annovance Lo some voters while'runnineg the eauntlet?
on the way to vohe. Tn addition, no cards mieht cause voters Lo
st:dyry candidate vrofiles via media, maildrons etc¢c. before arrivine to vote,
t,hus eliminatine Aabious 'last minute' decisions affectine results,
Tf those who relv on 'how to vota' cards cast 2 blank ballos it wonld further
eliminate the effzet of chance,

Candidates, {includine —ourselves no doubt) wonld surelv prefer to be elected
b knowledgseahle voter deliberate selectinn than by uninformed 'last minute!
decision based on a elance at a2 'how to vote card'??

Eased on the above submission, T would ask that the committee consider
anending the Blectoral Act 1092 as follows.

Section 166, Canvassine etc in or near polling vlaces:
166(2) add:

{e} DNistritute anvy written material intended to influence vortine decisions
A1ring the hours that nolline stations are oonen for votine.

There mav be conseouential zmmendment.s needed for other sections of the Act,
Thankvo1 for allowine me to make a submission to the committee.

vours sincerelvy,






