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E HANDS ON PARLIAMENT —

: A PARLIAMENTARY COMMITTEE INQUIRY INTO ABORIGINAL AND TORRES STRATT
! ISLANDER PEOPLES’ PARTYCIPATION IN QUEENSLAND'S DEMOCRATIC PROCESS

|
o Feedback form
i

| H i o
:: i This feedback farm can he used to make a submissiaon. Alternatively, submissions may be made
kg in another form such as a letter.
i :

[ .

] i Maijl ta: The Research Director )

B Legal, Canstitutional and A dministrafive Revicyw Cominittee

h : Parliament House

Do Geoprge St

k3 Brishane (JId 4000

-I I Fax: 07 3406 7070
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BARRIERS TO PARTICIPATION

. What arc some of the rcasons that Indigenous peoples are undermrepresented in the Queensland
Parliament?

2. What are some of the reasons that Indigenons perople might chadse not 1o be involved in
Queensland’s Parliament and govermnment?

3. What factors make it difficult for Indigenous people to participale in Queensland's systemn of
demacracy?
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STRATEGY 1: ENHANCE PARTICIPATION IN THE EXISTING PROCESSES

Is more civics education and voter education tarseted specifically o Indigenous people
necessary?

. What other stratcgics might piumute greater participation by lndigenous people in the existing
democratie process?
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STRATEGY 2: DIRECT TNPUT INTO PARLIAMENT

6. Wonld saveoues for bodies which represent Indigenous people to have direct irpul into
DParliament enhance the participation of Indigenous peoples in the Patliament?

7. s it a goud idea to enable bodies which represent Indigenous peoples to have direct input inta
Parliament? Wiy or why not?

§.  Ef a representative body with direct input into Parlizinent was to be established how should it
operate? For example:

= Who shouild be on the representative bady?
»  What forms of dircet input should the representative body have?

» What else would be necessary to ensure Parliament considered maftels raised by the
reprosentalive b(‘.‘ldy?
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STRATEGY 3: AN ABORIGINAL AI&I‘D TORRES STRAIT ISLANDER ASSEMBLY

9. We}ﬂd an Aboriginal and Torres |Strait Tglander Assembly contribute to the participation of
Indigenous people in the democmti# process in Queensland?

10, Is an Aboriginal and Torres Struit l&Iandt'.r Assembly a good idea? Why or why not?

I
LLIf an Aboriginal and Tomres Steait Islander Assembly was fo be established, how should it
opelzie? For example: ! -

!
¢ How should members of an Abn'rip_inal and Torvea Strait Islander Assembly he selected?
* What would be the specific role and functions of the Abonginal und Toires Strait Islender
Assembiy? r

* How should the Aberiginal and Torres Strait Islander Assembly have input in the Queensland
Parliament? '

* What elsz woyld be necessary t| enswe the Aboriginal and Torres Strait Istander Asseolly
contritbuted fo representation of Indigenous people?

* Would one Assembly be approfiriate, or should there be sepotatc Assemblics for Aboriginal
people and Tomes Strajt Islandar'[s :
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STRATEGY 4. DEDICATED SEATS

12.°

13,

i4,

15.

Would dedicated sears enhanee the participation of Indigenous people in the democratic process
in Queesnsland? Y=

Are dedicated seats d idca? Wi ? 5 Z ISP Feva iy ©
M?ﬁ;é&ﬁ@:ggnm W= Sy L v ow s
If dedicated seats were 10 be mtoduced, how shoyld they operate? For example:

* How many dedicated seats should there be? -

*  [nwhat ways, if auy, should the role and functions of members in dedicated seats differ from
meinbers in other seats?

- llow should members in dedicated seats be selected?

* Should people who vote for members in dedicated scats also be 3ble to vote for members in
their general electorate?

Should there he @ referaudum about the inroduction of dedicated seats?
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| i STRATEGY $: CHANGES TO T CLECTORAL PROCESS

t : 16.  Should Queensland’s electoral systemn seek to achieve representstion of minori qups |
T3 Queensland? PSS T NDIGENOVS Ot o/ = W I
P o

v 17.  Should the clectoral system b teyviewed to ensure that it is the most effective electoral system to
|“1 : represent the diverse interests of the Quiernsland Pﬁmmunlty? TNz

L .r . "--..,__.

: 18 Would a different electoral system bo likely to oneura gusater ropresentation of Indigenous
i peoples? N o ey
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GENERAL CONSIDERATIONS

19, What other strategies could be used to ephance the participation of Indigenous peoples in i
democratic process i Queensland?

20, What strategies or combination of strategies would best achiigve enhanced parflc‘xpatlon of
Indracnous peoples jo the democratic proc:.ss m Lncentland? :
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