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I'm writing to express my opinion regarding Indigenous representation in State 
Parl iame nt, my suggestions are as follows 

: po l itical parties should be selecting s uitably quai l f ied/experienced I ndigenous 
peopl e fe r "safe seats· As well a s employing Indigenous peopl e 
as party organiser s so more of our people can be encouraged t o play 
act ive roles in de termining t he political future fo r Queens land. We mus t be equal 
players . 

: 1 do not bel ieve in dedicated seats, t h is kind of °crap tokenism ~ is not a solution, 
i t will i ntact cause more problems t hen it solves. 

Establishment of an Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Assembly is a complete 
joke, set ting up such an enti ty would be the biggest slap in the face of Queens lands 
Indigencus people since the passing of the Protecti on Act! Imagi ne black f ellas in 
sui ts s houting at each o ther in a Parliamen t type setting carrying on l ike our normal 
Parliamentarian do? Anyway, how would t hey be elected? What power would the Assembl y 
have? ... 1 t hink it's just too stupid to comprehend! 

:Having ATSIC and the ATIAB directly linked to Parliamentry process is workabl e and 
does provide for g reater involvement by Indegenous people in Queensland . Maybe the 
AT l AS can be reconstitu ted as a Statutory Authority with greater powers to inf luence 
t he policy approach of the Departments? 

Just some suggestions a nd only MY opinion , please be cons~derate when you determine 
the destiny f or Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people in Queens land, what you 
a r e consider ing as members of this Commitee will effect the lives o f my children and 
grandch ildren, pl€ase don't se t t hem up to fa il! 

Thank you f or your time 

Robert 8lackl ey. 
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