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I support the QCRC RS.2 • but with some further qualification to ensure 

as I perceive • some necessary fiscal security for Queensland i nitiated 

and joint programmes. I will describe this qualifica tion further in a later 

segment of this Submission. 

1. Yout" Q<)RC Report description of our Queensland 'floating ' three (3) year 

electoral cycle is reasonable if intended as comment on the quality of 

Queensland parliamentarians produced by our electoral system : 

Viz : we get the politicians we deserve (by maintaining such a system) 

But NOTE this phenomenon might have as much to do tdth our unicameral 
system as with our electoral cycle 

Parliamentarians whose political savvy mus t significantly exceed their 

competence in their understanding of the duties and responsibilities of 

governance , and their commitment to parliamentary integrity • would seem 

to be nurtured within our system • with correspondi ng government (Executive) 

a rrogance and consequent community/social confusion : 

"Who can we vote for who will do what they promise us ?" 

2. Governance is not to be confused with party political policies • or 

academic theses/polemical tracts. or standards of 'achievement' 

touted by Executive governments as components of t he 'art of the possible' 

packaged and presented to the electorate as 'the best we can do 



(2) 

Some certainty in the electoral cycle which will shift the emphasis i n 

time and effor t concentration from political pros pec t concerns to i ncreased 

(or potentially i ncreased) time and effort opportunities for governant 

activities could contribute t o our community/social needs for better Quality 

parliament arians. The proposed four (4) year term l imit with three (3) years 

(plus one (1) session) fixed period could provide s uch certainty. I am 

certain some further element of discipline wi l l be necessary to avoid 

excessive political manipulation of the extra time available to pursue 

governmen t and other sectional interests. 

3. The means by which such discipline could be achieved might be to apply 

t he arrangement obtaining in New South Wales the Governor having 

the duty to consider exercise of a specific Reserve Power to dissolve a 

Parliament s hould illegality of administration and ot her condi tions of 

corruption by Government be pr oven. 

The Governor would have the duty to consider exercise of this Reserve Power 

at any time ~uring the proposed four (4) year te rm • s ubject t o pr oof of 

i l legality and /o r corruption as described. 

NOTE An exampl e emphatically showing the need fo r this mechanism to 

operate within Queensland' s unicameral parliaments has existed 

exceeding a decade to date • and continues to exis t because of the nature 

of Queensland' s unicameral parliaments. 

Signi ficant senior parliamentarians current Cabinet Ministers and 

Coalition Opposition Leader • Deputy Leader and others • a re fairly firmly 

compromised and committed to inaction with r egard to the descr ibed example. 

FURl'HER NOTE This situation might not exist in Queensland were it not 

that in 1990 a significant group of academics and 

Queensland parliamentarians mostly incoming ALP • had emphatically 

discouraged/su ppressed even discussion of a f our (4) year parliamentary 

term with a t hree (3) year fixed period • let alone provided any support 

fo r it as a construct ive reform f or Queensland's parl iaments . 

Proposals that planned institutions : the CJC • FOI and Judicial Review 

would provide necessary checks and balances to discipline Executive 

excesses and expose and lawfully deal with s ystemic and other forms of 

corruption in Queensland have proved to produce littl e s ubstance. 



(3) 

The situation described seems t o a pproximate part of your arg ument for RS.2 

My impr ession is that we have th ree (3) successive Queensla~d Parliaments 

from 1990 that will not inquire into very obvious and specific allegations 

of probable c r iminal a buse by public officia l s • and probably other s • and 

which have continued to support Supply • 1996 • 1998 and so do in suppor t 

of minority government(s ). 

EXTRA FURTHER NOTE A four (4) year parliamentary term as I propos e • 

coupled with optional preferential voting • coul d 

over time reduce the difficulties of competent electoral representation 

governance , and systemic and other forms of Flnministrative corruption. 

Add to this at some future time the democratic evolution of i nstitution 

of a bicameral electoral system incorporating Proportional Representation 

voting and corresponding electorate organisation Hare /Clark model • and 

Queensland could have an electoral s ystem not bettered anywhare within the 

Commonwealth lE - ~l~.Jor State Government and L~~a._~~tho~!¥_ purpos!:~= 

4. Kow to explain my pr oposal for a three (3) year plus one (1) s e ssion 

fixed section of a four (4) year parliamentary term for Queensland . 

The extra term would provide a ' rounding-off and tidyin-up' period for 

fiscal commitment/accountability prior to commencement of any formal 

political campaign. It could provide a similar function period wi thin 

those elements of our business cycle interdependent with gove rnment activit~ 

being a useful ' cus hion'. 

Government social programmes could be better planned and discharged wi thin 

t his a rrangement • and conti nuity of planning • research • resource 

acquis ition and appl i cation could all benefit hav i ng such a fiscal 'cus hion'. 

Yours fa ithfully 

NOEL TURNER 12 May 2000 




