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The Research Director \%:q’}’f. 2N
Legal, Constitutional and Administrative Review Commitlee
Parliament {ouse Also FAXed to 07 3406 7070

George Straet
BRISBAN. QLD 4000

Dear Sir,

COMMENTS AND SUBMISSIONS
ON THE DRAFT CONSOLIDATION OF THIE QUEENSLAND CONSTITUTION

Please accept my submiission attached herewith |, [or the bencfit of all Quecnslanders in gencral,
and the information and action of your Commitiec and parliament in particular, on matters af-
fecting the rights and freedoms of our citizens.

Many citizens object meost strongly to the apparcntly unconscionable intcrference with the
Queensland Constitution, without cur approval .

1 request that all attempts to reduce the protective powers of Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth J1
and His Excellency the Governor of Queensland be stopped at once, and all improper changes

to our Constitution be reveked, with public apology ta the people of Quecnstand by those respon-
sible for any negligent or seditious acts.

Please cenfinn receipt of this submission and forward a copy of the Commitiee’s deliberations and
Report to me when it is prepared.

Yours sincerely,

7%

JE.G. FICKERING

Copy for information-

Enclosu-e! Objections to Amending Queensland's Constitution and a Background to the Consti-
tutional Review

Shall the throne of atiquily whicl devises evil by law have Selloweship with you?
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A BACKGHOUND TO THE OPINION
QUELNSLAND CONSTITUTIONAL REVIEW

Our Constlitutions are rules that conlrol governmenls and lay down how

thcy must opcrate. Constlitullons are established to proiect the
pecple NOT governments.

To understand what is happening to the QLD Constitution, it is vital
to be aware of matters affecting the Australian Constitulion.

The Australian Federal Conslitution is obviously under an attack
disguised as modernisation or slreamlining. All major partics have
initiated, or condoncd. deliberale crosions of our coastitution's
protective powers. Examples can be provided.

The Qurensland Constitulion is one of the key elements in proving the
impropriely of the Australia Acl. Considerable eofforls will
therefore be  concentrated against it Jusl as cerlainty, thosc
owing loyally to Australia musl defend it. Some csscntial points
must bo understood.

AntI-Christian Motives

Both conslilutions and the assoclated Royal lLellers Patent make
frequeal reference Lo Almighty God.  As the Australian Natienal Flag
which bears TIHRLEE CHRISTIAN CROSSES is ridiculed by some, so menlion
of our Constilutional Christian hcritage is also vilified by them.

Freedoms Surrendered
Sectioas 106-118 of the Austlralian Constitution protect the Laws aml

ConsLitutions of the States. Statc laws, like the Imperial Acls
Application Aclts that they sti)l empower, maintain the validity of
Common lLaw proteclions (rom Magna Carta, llabeas Corpus. Bill of

Rights (1688/89) ctc.

Eroslons Againsl Legislalion

Some «changes to our Coastitulions are qulite Impruper. The
Queensland Constitution Act of 18467-1488 conlains an importan!l salely
net, Under "Rcequircmenl For Referendum”, Seclion 53(l) slates. "A

Bill thal expressly or implicdly provides for the abolition of or
alteralion in the_ office of Ggveraor or that  cxpressly or impliedly
in any way affects any_of Lhe foliowlng scclions of this Acl namcly-

gections 1, 2, 2A, 11A, LIB, 11 and {They are about the

Queccn & Covernor)
this section 53

&ﬂAlLJygt be prescnled for assenl by or in the name of the Queen
unless 1L has lirst becn approved by the clectors  in accordance with

this seclion and a _Bill so assented to  consequenl wupon  ils
prescentation  in contraveniion of this subscction  shall be of no
affecl as an Act. That secems Lo refer to Lhe Auslralia Act!

The Australian Constitution, Chapter 1, Part 1. Section I shows that
the Queen is parl of the parliament. Section $9 stales that she can
disallow any law within one year of the Governor-Cencral's asscnl.

SecEtgn 42 states (hat before taking their scals in Parliament.
politicians MUST make an oalh of Lruc allcogiance to Her Majesly.

The Australia Act purporis to be, "An Act to bring constitutlonal
arrangements affecling the Cummonwealth and Lhe States inlo
cenfoenily willh the status of the Commonwealth of Australla as a
sovaerclgn, Independenl and federal nation.” This was heralded as
cutting us off from thc Qucecns apron slrings.

The Quecnsland Constitution. Seclion 53 surely Invalidabtes it in arn
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OBJECTIONS TO AMENDING QUEENSLAND'S CONSTITUTION

I obJect to ANY changes to the QLD Constilution without FULL public
discussion and consldcralion by the elcctors because:

The Role of Lhe Parliamentary Review Commiltee fs ONLY to:
inquire into the CONSOLIDATION of the QLD Constitution;
rcporl to Parllament on HOW the Constltution MAY be CONSOLIDATED: and

NOT rcecommend ANY MAJOR changes to the currenl Constitution.
The Constitution exists to PROTECT THE PEOPLE, NOT politicians.,

For decades many polilicians have shown thal Lthey arc unable Lo be
trusted Lo represenlt anylhing coxcept thelr party and Lheir walloets.

The Parliamentary Consolidation of the QLD Constitution has.aimost
becn conducted in secrecy. Public awareness was almosl non-existant.

Modifications to Scclion 53 far exceed the Terms of Reference.

I object Lo ALL changes proposed by Lhe Committece Lo Section 53
without a referendum. Seclion 53 states that parls of the
Conslitution relating to the Covernor and Her Majesly. including
Seclion 53 lisellf. MUST NOT BE CHANGED without public approval in a
referendum, and IF such Bill is passed. it SHALL BE OF NO EFFECT AS
AN ACT. Seclion 533 MUST NOT therclfore be changed in ANY way.

The Ofrice of the Governor, as it was intended to be, is vital for
the protectlion of our rights lncluding frecdom of worship. ihe Court,
and the Parliament. The QLD Constitulion, VOL [1, Clausc 2.7. VI

states that the Governor should take advice from the Executive
Council, "BUT 1IF IN ANY CASE HE SHALL SEE FIT TO DISSENT FROM THE
OPINION OF THLE SAID COUNCIL HE MAY ACT IN THE EXERCISE O IIIS SAID
POWERS AND AUTHORITIES IN OPPOSITION TO ‘I'tIE OPINION OF THE COUNCIL
reporting the matter to us (Lhe Queen) without delay. with tLhe
reasons for his so acting.” Obviously the Governor musl be far more
than a ceremonial rubber stamp, especially in today's circumstances.

The Bill of Rights 1688/89 which is LAW in QLD slates thatl, "{he

pretended power of suspending of laws or the execution of laws hy.
regal authority wilhout Lhe consent of parliament is illegal™. It

must thereforc also be 1ltegal, for parliament to AMEND laws without

the assent of the Crown; and

"it is the right of the subjects lo pelition the king. and all
Fummimenls and prosecutions for such pelitioning are illegal."
Fhercfore any ACT, including the Australia Acl, thal stops us from
petitioning the Queen Is 1llegal!  and

"that 0o declaralions, judgemcuts, doings or proccedings Lo the
prejudice of the people in any (way) oughtl in any way to be drawn

hercafier into consequence...”  The Bill goes on to enlhroge William
and Mary (and their heirs) as they promised Lo prescrve Lhe people
from the future violation of our righls. Such vital legal documents

MUST NOT be Inlerfered wilh. . by ANY parlliamcentiary commiltce’ WITHOUT ...
THE APPROVAL OF THE ‘ELECTORS AT ‘A REKKRENNIM :





