
Tania Jackman 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

Webmaster 
Thursday, 9 September 2004 9'23 PM 
LCARC 
Responses to LCAAC Feedack I=orm 

] 
RECEiVED 

10 SEP 2004 
LEGAL, CON::;TIWlIONAl ANt) 

" .. .. ... -. - •• -. -• •• ~ .... ... . ......... . .. .. ...... . .. . , , ....... . -• •• • • cO •• k t • ,Wt,41f1~&tR.ff~~Ei'{;IEW 
F1Jr,l, _N.i\i'lE: Nigel Stobb" ---- ...:-""-"--'--_ _ _ 1 
EMAIL_ ADD;lESS:  

~es " The documElnt 1 s vi rt ·..Ia l ly unknm-m to t l-.e Qld com:m.:."ity - and om innoviJ. tive ,md 
relevant preamble .... oul d at le<l!>t hel p ;;;0 a dvertise its eKistence and i mportance. 

Abso l llt e ly not. The st .. temcnt8 con t a ined in the QCRC draft aT.f! 80 mechani s tic. 
lIn tisept i c and r:o!:-commi tt al as to be de void of any genuine <>xpresGiol1 of v i sion. 
Desc ribing I ndigenous Atlst :ra l ian s as ' occupClnt !;l " simply perpe t'-lat es l:lnd r einfOJ:: CCS Lh", 
lac:<; of comp.:ts sion a nd emp"thy wh1.ch e lomcr.ts of the c: omrr,unity havp. for the original 
ac t of dis'DODSe s i o:l wh ic'l deprived the I~di gen()us t;u!1I.llunity in this country o f their 
b i rt hright . 

A preambl e wh i Ch does not p r ovide for. at 1eust so~e con t extua l b~ckOround how the rest 
o f t.he CO::lst itution ought to 'of! i n terpreted i s at best ju o; t deco::-i1tion and!!o t \o,'orst 
cynical. 

No , T:l i s is 11 Jocu:tumt f or the communi ty to ~Ihom it applies, l et the:n fee l f re!;! to 
gove rt\ i:md det i nc t helllSelve.:; in Wh.ltever way they think best. 

Again - I think that t h e not i clll of sove r eignty is insultin g to ,!ndi.genous A"s t re l iDn3 
.. especially :;'f they a re t o be dc scri bed a s me:::e eceupar.t s i n :he same preamb l e. 
Although the conCf!pt of sover e ignty ill ind.ivi"i h le under the Wes~rn i n!lter syo;L em , I 
Lhink that to perpe t uate the l egit.1.milcy and r e l evance Of this model in t h" 2~s t 
century is counte J:"proauct i v e t.o real reconc il i ation_ 

God, 

The argurr.en ts fo r the i ncl usi on of "God · i n the preamble lack any su bs~anc" whatcvo r . 
The idea t h a t its i n clus ion '"",QuId be "clea ly in line with o t },er nllt i ons in our 
ragi on' i s myst ifyin g. And '.-Ie c ou ld ha rdly argue thae i t wOll l d rep re s ent a uni fyi!:" 
statement f or p eople o f all faith !! i n Aust::-a lia given the J"Jda i o-Chri!lt ian hc ::- i taOEl e f 
t1-":e AustrClli an legtll system. Furthermore, bel i~f in t he exis te::lCIiI of Cl t hei.st ic 
ent.ity of t_his sort i s <'- reli c o f tl long gone intel l ectual paradidrn . WP. Ciln omit 
re:erenc es to the claims o f theil'lm without insu l ting those who :,av!! ~"'-it h, 

Absoh;tely . 1'l1e1"e needs to be iI: f r a n k and unequiveeal recogn ition of the fact that 
the Indige nous p opu l at i on 0: the I\\ls!:.ralia:l continent Imd o f Ton'es Strai : '.",ere 
deli b e ratel y and r'J t hl essly di spossed f rom the lilnd which ",a s the basis o f thll i::: 
civil isation and thilt this a ct of cli::opo ssessj, <>n hil S bean the subj ect of denial and 
!i!qu~vocation ever since. The pnlamble oug:'l.t to ml1ke e xpycsc refereneo.1 t o ~he [Jor,row 
thaL c cmtemPOt'ary Ouccnsla.,oers i ce l f<>r t:'l.i s d ispoStlC Ss ion and should make an eXI?"t"e ss 
a p pea l to t ha Indig enous c Oll'lll'lunity for forqiver\es~ and i nvi t e :hem to jOi n with <IS I,n 
p :-ocesse s of ~ean ing !ul r e concil t'!tion. This I"ould not o"ly s et the Qlri commun i ty 
"i>art as '" p eople who are genuinely concerned WIth rr,eanil"'.gfu! coex.u:::enca , !:>ut would 
n ot ri sk a ny proce ss o f dividf!d !lov~reignty . \'jhat wo·..I 1d tllere be tD los<.:::> 



Pc':I:;::pl!: ),p.phrasf! thi" a" iOr. id""l to wh i ch WR ~ t dvc )'at::l'~)' than () p::-ellerwlt.lon - lhe 
Qld (kno'" doe!! not li ve '-I' to l h is de :s cr: i.pt ion yet . 

This 1s a fundame n tal req uircrr.ent - we ough t not to W~l>te allY 0P'lo.::tu n i Ly to remind 
t l:c [)<Irliamel·,t that It is subj..,ct t o the laws i t crente3. 

Some sections of our corrll'r.J:li t y necri to !le treat e d in a f;10re favo\:rable .... I\y t.han o thers 
to cO\ln:o:" lOoma d<!oply ingr ained prc]uchces a nd systemi c dis<ldv <l nt"ge. i'Je do not n e ed 

.:;m i:nplication that this sort of trea tme n t is SQ"""how 'unel,tual" O::ld t here fora uJlfair . 

Yes . 

No commen t, 

NO comrr,ent. 

\"e need to im?ort IiQme cltomentc; Q( duty ;;mo responsibil i t y to thl.s sElction, 

No co ..... cnt, 

Inser t an interim P:'CtulIDle to give che c OJl·JlRmi :.y time to te:H drive it and try i~ out 
for size, Better to have a prab:nble that push"" t J-: .. p.nvp.lope ilIn:! is l'p.j~ct",n !>y Lhe 
cl ec~orate ::han to have one so tx"l T><ll t };" t i t s erves no real p Ut'po:.c. 
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