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Dr Leslcy Clark MP 
Chair 
Legal, Constitutional and Administrative Review Committee 
Parliament House 
George Street 
Brishane Q!d 4000 

Dear Dr Clark 

Queensland 
Government 

e'r,rt"",'. 0/ '~ e 
Premier and Cabinet 

Thank yOll for inviting Multicultural Affairs Queensland (MAQ) to make a submission on 
the question of a preamble for the Queensland Constitution. 

Should a plebiscite determine that the Queensland Constitution is to contain a preamble, it 
would be important that it affirm the value of cultural diversity. In that regard, MAQ 
supports the Queensland Constitutional Review Commission's draft preamble subject to the 
word 'recognise' being replaced with the word 'value' to read: 

"We declare that we respect the equality of all persons under the law, regardless of 
class, faith, gender. origin or race, and value the contribution they make to the State 
of Queensland". 

However, MAQ's view on the wording should not be considered as representative of the 
multicultural sector, and ethnic communities should be independently consulted. 

MAQ considers that a preamble should recognise the unique statu~ of Aboriginal people and 
Torres Strait Islander people. The wording of such recognition should be negotiated with 

Aboriginal ::md Tones Struit Islander communities. 

MAQ supports including a reference to 'equality' in a preamble. 

I am also forwarding for your consideration a copy (enclosed) of comments from staff of the 

Multicultural Development Association and Claire Cottone, Multicultural Development 
Officer at the Youth Affairs Network of Queensland. MAQ received thcse in re~ponsc to a 

limited consultation with kcy community agencies it funds. Should you have any queries 
regarding these comments, please contact the Multicultural Development Association or 

Claire COtlO[1C directly. 
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MAQ ~Iso requested the agenclcs to publicisc thc inquiry Ihrough Iheir networks; however, 
MAQ is eoneemcd that the inquirY wIll not have had suffi cient eXI)()Sllre wi thin the 
multicultut'1l1 sector. In that regard, MAQ notes that the elllTen! call for submissions is in the 
first slllge of the review process :md urges the Commillee 10 widen the dcmogmphic rcuch o f 
its consu ltative dialogue. 

If you have tiny (lUerics n::g;lJding the submission plca~ contact Sil l'ia Cosier on 3244 53 16 
or em:!il Silvia.Cosier@prcmicrs.qld.gov.au 

Yours sincerely 

lIun·i yet Babaean 
Executive Director 
Community OutComes 



18 Augusl 2004: I'm3il from Susan Shehala, Grant Accl'.~s Worker, Mu lticultural 
Development As.~tlciation 

We have a lil lle fet.;dbao;;k quickly gatht:red today from staff al the Mult icullural [)cvelopment 
Association regarding the proposed preamble for the Qld Constitutiou- j u~t on Ihe ~w;dely-held 
valucsM and in panicu/ar the second p..vagraph (3Hcr the one 3bout Aooriginal and T urre!<> S tra it 
Islanders). 

Thc~e opinic"ms arc not those of MDA but of th.:: individual st:lff. SQmc of thcse arc noted below: 

• rnstCad of the word "race it would be beller to put "Culture" 
• Put "We rt.;cognise the contribUlion of immigrants as. they have enriched our AustfOllian 

culture 
• "We promote Australia's lllulticulturalislll or cultural diverSIty us a dynamic, unifying 

and positive energy in our society 
• Maybe something along the lines of .... and recognize the contribution they make 10 this 

multicultural state. 
• The second paragraph should include 'disability'. 
• The third - ' .. . and protect'. 
• The state of QLD values diversity and harmony. (second paragraph) 

I"Ind lastly one sturf per:;on put a variety of c01mnenl~ and unfon un<:llel y I hav\! run OLl t of ti me to 

o.nalyse it: 

• Mu lti-nationa\. Illulti-cthnic. multi-rcligiou.~ 
• Use the words multi cul turnlism. diversity, \·;)]uc di fference 
• P<:I rolgl1lph 2: We declare tlulI we respect (add the words A:"ID ACCEPT) 
• Paragraph. 2: ..... regardlcss of class, faith, ge nder, origin or r:lee ..... (add the word 

VALUES) 
• Paragraph 2: ...... and recognize the contri bution ..... (udd the word AND BELIEFS) 
• Under the last pOlragrOlph stOltcment: we alw accept lhe multicullUI'sl makc up nature of 

our nAtiun: and acknowledge al l other people's differences as unipe to our country. Wc 
va lue diversity, multi cthnicities, all religions, beliefs, values and accept they arc a part 
of our nmion. 

• (personal statement) this is good! r agree with it but yes wc should also acknov.ledge all 
other ethnicities who shared this county with us. We declare thnt wc value each 
person's uniqueness. 'Vc are a rnulticultural county. 

J hope there is something of use there! 

S usan Shehalil 
Mu lticu ltura l Jkve lopmcnt A\sociation 
Level 2, 57 Old Clevelund Road 

S tones Corner Qld 41 20 
Te1c rllone: 1194 9300 and Email: susans@ mdabnc.org.au 



24 August 2004: cmail rrom Claire Coltone 

Thanks for Ihe 0PPOllumly to partici pate in this eonsuhll tion. I know I :un a bllliller than 
requested so j'll keep it brief. 

I cOuldn~ get lhe fee dback form to work for me so I just thought I'd pUI U few Ihougllls in an 
emfliL There are a couple of points about which I feel strongly. 

Firs tly I believe thll t lhe preamble must refer to the sovereignty of Abonginallrudilional 
uwners and thei r continUIng relationship with and custodianship of the land. 

Even better w(JUld be an express acknowledgement that Abonginal people were fon:ibly 
di spossessed of their land and that sovereignty was never passed over to the l3ri tish 
colonisers. No treaty was ever negotiated or signed. 

Secondly, a reference to "Almighty God" should not be inconsistent with:m 
acknowledgmcllt of Queensland's cultural diversity - that is 10 suy, there are many 
Quecnsl::mders with a Wlde mnge of spiritual and religious beliefs and I believe thlll it would 
be absurd to refer \0 onc "almighty god" with thIS in mind. r think (1lVould also be obsurd to 
use thi s pl'U'(ue out of conventIOn. What percentage of Quccnslanders believe in one 
'Almighl y God' lmd li ve accordi ng to this belief? 

Any reference 10 cultural diversity should acknowledge Abori ginal cuhure llS the primary 
c ullure of the land and therefore cultural diversil y includes Anglo-Cellic culture. 

Tlwnks for your time 

Regards, 

Citlire 

C lairc Cotlone 
Multicultural Development Officer 
Youth Affairs Nctwork of Queensland rne 
3{) Thomas Strect 
West End QLD 4101 
Phone: (07) 3844 7713 
Fax: (07) 3844 773 1 
Emai!: cald @y:mq .org.au 
W eb: hHp:/IwWIV.YI1n(J.onr.UI.l 




