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AUSTRALIAN SENATE 

191h August 2004 

D ear Constituent, 

SENATOR LEN HARRJS 
&~~IO' for Q"oon. lonJ 
0". Noli"" P.r\J' 

The Queensland Parliament is requesting Feedback on adding a Preamble to the 
Queensland Constitution, The Feedback fann must be received by the Committee, 
tbe address is on the front ofllle foml, by 27th August, 2004. 

I. as the Queensland Senator for One Nation, am totally against the addi tion of a 
preamble to the Queensland Constitution. ( also believe that the addition of a 
preamble must go to a referendum of all eligible voting people in the State of 
Queensland for a democratic decision before any change can be implemented. The 
reason for this is that a preamble can totally change the meaning of the Constitution, 
giving the Queensland Government powers that we may not want them to have. 

The Queensland Constitution has served the people of Queensland since 1867, almost 
I SO years. The constitution as it s tands has provided governments of all persuasions 
wjlh sufficient power 10 legislate for the benefit of Queensland oflhe pllst and there is 
no reason that it will not in its present fonn continue to do so. 

The Australian Capital Territory, the States of New South Wales, Sonth Australia and 
Queensland have no preamble in their current Constitutions. Any inference that 
Queensland is singly without a preamble is nonsense,. equally the inference that 
A..C.T., New South Wales and South Australian residents are somehow disadvantages 
along with Queenslandcrs as a resull of not having a preamble in their Consti tution is 
also a nonsense. 

In closing my recommendation on the Feedback fonn is to answer "NO" to issue 1 
and mark all issues from 2 to 24 inclusive a~ NI A. 

Yours faililfully, 

d1f)}iMw1 
Senator Len Hanis 
Senator for Queensland 

, 

.... 
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LEGAL, CONSTITUTIONAL AND ADMINISTRATIVE 

REVIEW COMMITTEE 

A PREAMBLE FOR THE QUEENSLAND 

CONSTITUTION? 

Feedback form 
This feedback form can be used 10 make a submission. Sulimissioll5 m ay also be {unde in another 
(orm such as a letter. Ir addilionSlI space is required for responding to issues, please insert 
supplementary pages with reference 10 the issue being addressed. 

The relCHse of the issues paper, with the committee's call for submissions, is nu~ first stage in the 
committee's review of the recommcndlll.ions of the Queensland Constitutional Review CommlssiOIl 
regm;ding a pre::tmble (or UIC Queensl:tnd Conslitutiou. 

Mail to: 

Fax: 

Email: 

The Research Director 
Legal, Constitutional and Administrative Review Committee 
Parliament JIouse 
George Street 
BRISR4.NE QLD 4000 

(07) 3406 7070 

lea re @parliament.qld,gof.QU 



ISSUE 1 (refer page 6) 

Should !lIe Q\lccns!and Const itution contain a preamble? 

ISSUE 2 (refer Jlag~ 7) 

Should the Quecn~laml Constitutional Review C-OOlmission umft preamble be adopteu in Quee1l51and? 

ISSUE 3 (refer page 9) 

What purpose should a preamble to tOO Queensland Constitution serve? 

ISSUE 4 (refer po1ge 9) 

What type of language should the preamble use? 



ISSUE 5 (refe r page 9) 

Jlow extensive should the pl'(;antblc be? 

ISSUE 6 (refer page 9) 

Should th!l Queensland Constitution specifically state that the preamble cannot be used to interpret o ther 
provisions of the Constitution? 

ISSUE 7 (refer page 10) 

Should there be a reference to the origin.; or history of the ConstitutiQn in tile preamble? 

ISSUE 8 (refer page 10) 

Should the pre.1llJble refe r to the ~overeignty of the people and, if so, how? 

/)/1+: __ ---



ISSUE 9 (refl::/" page 11) 

Should (he preamble refer to God IInd, if so, how? 

N tJT ItPJ?/.!CA8L.P". 

ISSUE 10 (refer page 12) 

Should the prMmbJe recognise Abori ginal and Tom:s Strait lshlnder people 3nd. if so, how? 

- --_._" ... _---- - ---- ---

lSSOE 11 (refer page 12) 

Should the preamble recognise cultuml divers ity and. if so, how? 

MA 

ISSUE 12 (refer page 13) 

Should the preamble recognisc the rule of law :md, jf so, how? 

MA. , 



ISSUE 13 (refo::r page t 4) 

Should the preamble refer to <equality ' and, i f !0O, how'? 

ISSUE 14 (tefer page 14) 

Should the preamble refer to gender equality and, if so, how? 

IV-A , 

ISSUE 15 (refer page 14) 

Should the preamble recoguise the status of the Constitution and, if so , how? 

ISSUE 16 (refer page 15) 

Should the preamble recognise the system of government the Constitution establishes and, if so, how and to 
what extent? 

- -----------



ISSU£ 17 (refcl pag~. 15) 

Should the preamble refer to the envi ronment and, if so, how? 

tVA 

~- - .. ~ .. -------

ISSUE 18 (refer pagc 15) 

Should th e: prcamble conlain othcr elements and, if so, what should they be? 

~N""A,,-· _ 

~-~-~-~.-------- - - - - -------. 

ISSUE 19 (refer page 17) 

How might telCt be developed around the identified elements of a preamble? 

~.-~~- .... - ... - - - - -----

rSSUE 20 (refer page J7) 

How should the community be cOllsulted in Ihis process? 



JSSI )l~ 21 (refer page 17) 

Who should be consulted? 

N,A. 

ISSUE 22 (refer page 18) 

Should a rcfer=dum be held to insert a preamble juto the Queensland Consti tution? 

N_A. 

lSSUE 23 (refer page 18) 

Shou ld fin 'interim' prc;lmbl!: to the Q ueeusland Constitution be inserted hy way of an Act of Parliament 
prior to a fina l version being confirmed by way of a referendum? 

ISSUE 24 (refer page 18) 

When is an appropriate time to cOllsi:dcr a referendum on the issue of 0 preamble for the Queensland 
COlt$titution? 

-/YA2 __ _ _ _ _ _ _ __ _ ___ __ ___ _ 




