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A p reamble is r.ot <l necessolry olddition to our Constitution. 

No. 'the fi rst h a lf of ~he drilft preaIl'ble essential l y says :lOthing of s ubsta nce. And 
the second half contains statc~cnts that represent a p~rt icular politica l slant. Th e 
constitution should not be used to make pulitical statemen t s. 

While there is no:ch ing wrong with having some sort of .\.ntroductory st a tement to our 
Constitution, ~ see it 8S unn ecessary because the text ~ ithin the Consti t~t ion is 
adequately r epresenta tiVe of the things which a r e proposed in your draft. If then! \~aS 
Cl. pre<l.Mie. it should be gener al i n :Iature , rathe r tha ll focus on particul ar racial 
groups (abo=iginals ) or gender (women ' s rights). Cer t ain ly a ny preamble should sta~c 
that ~he p r eamble is not to be used t o i nterp=et the r~St of the Consti tut i on. 

Yes, it is i mportant for Australians to be .. ware of wh e re we have come f rom a9 well as 
wh!;lr!;l we a re going. 

No, this is unnecessary. 

God : 

Ye s. The f r e e doms and pr.o~perity we enjoy in our sta te have been forge d by men and 
women with strong faith in God a nd His Son, 4 esus Christ. The fede ral consti tutlon 'S 

of ore nee t o Alr:t.ighty God would be a good example to Col lO\o/. It has been suggested 
tha t a "generic god · be referred t.o in t he pr,,",,-mhle <lS i t would be "morc u!'li f ying " . 
However, I think t he opposite would result, seeing that t hose of the va r ious religions 
reaUse tha t we do worship d ifferent ' g ods', and a ' gen9:1."" ic god' is rep r esen t a t ivo of 
no··one. 'this nation \·/a5 founded upon Chr ist iar. principlell as fo und in the Ho l y Bible , 
and the preamble should r ecogni se this by d speci fic reference t.o the God of 
Chri s tianity. 

Recogn1 t1011 ..... of_Indigel'.ou ". 'peop le e: 

Though certain people havo good intentions in suggesting 
race fo r praiso, thin move WQu l d be dreadfully divisive. 
Aust r alians. regardless o f sk i n colour or heritage, 

we ll i ngle out a part l C\ llar 
Australians s hould be 

Rath er than recogniSlng dive l"!'Iity . ·.~hy not recogn ise un i ty under one l ",w ;!'Ind one flaq? 
S~=ely this i B more un i fy i ng . 

Yes, t r.i s is a good sugge!ll..ion. However, it ill n ot entirollly accuratc. For exampl e , 
cer t ain l aws and privi. leg e s apply tu Inciigcnou$ Au s':ralianr.., that do Ylot apply to non· 
lndigenous Allst.ralii:tns il:1d vi ca vers ... . Rule of l aw would be a wonderful thing . but it 



i» not ::r. f ull e ffect in Australi.<l. 

Equali ty_before_ Lhe ... l aw' 

No. 

Thi s is a:lothey l:r.r:ec:essary s uggestion ar:d seE!ITs to rcfle,":: a par tiC".llil l:" sL:mt of 
~oc:io: 09ical thought. 

No. 

A bri <l~ t'cfere:1ce to our system o! governmen t would be a cceptable . 

An 'lssuo such as the er:vi r o nment I,o/;, i ch provokes mauy and v.:lri<!::d opi n ~ons • .!lr:d often 
6~rong ones, i s ... $e:lSltJ,Ve issue in whicb t o create" s t atement th,,:;. all 
Queenshmders would bo in agre ement with. ] think it is be t ter left a lo:1e. 

The gener a l public shoul d b e a llo\~ed to dev.lse t heir own efforts at wor d ing the 
elarr,ent s of the preamble, theII " umitt e d to the Corrrnittee for j'J.dging. Thore needs CO 
be rr.uch groatcr community a\~areness and consul tation on th :!.s ies·.lc. I on l y found out 
alx>ut this i ssue l ast week , and moot people 1: know ha.d n o idea that there was a 
di scuss ion a bout: a preamble f or the Cons titution. 

Most defin i tely . such a vital issue as add i ng to our Const itu t ion must b e pu t before 
Lhe people fo~ referenOum. An interi:n preamble i s o.efinitely not to be i nse r ted. If 
the p~ople say yes at a r efe:::-er.dl.'m. t/",en add th~ preamb le. if they say no, ::.hen leave 
i t alone. Onl y after a p roper consultation proceSR ~~ S t aken place should a r eferendum 
b e he ld, and this could cake well ove~ a y ea r. 
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