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conunittee's review of the recommenda tions of the Ql.lcenslflnd COIJ~titutioJlRI Review Commission 
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ISSUE 1 (refer page G) 

Should the Quccnsland Consti tution (;ontain a preanlblc? 

NO 

ISSUE 2 (refer page 7) 

Should the Qut.'ensland Consti tution.11 Review Colllmission dr:Jft preamble be adopted in Queensland? 

... __ .. _.' lyra _ . .' __ 

ISSUE 3 (refer page 9) 

What pU1pose should a pre:unbJc 10 the Queensland Constitution serve? 

NIA • I 

ISSUE 4 (refer page 9) 

What Iype of language should the preamble use? 

NIB 



ISSIJI.: 5 (rder page 'J) 

How extcnslve should the preamble be? 

___ _ ------/.N::J/-l/f1CL _ ______ -- - --

---------------

ISSUR 6 (refe r page 9) 

Should the Queensland Constitution spe<:ifically Slate tOat the preamble canoo« be used la interpre t o ther 
provisioJls of the Constitution? Np'----_______ _ 

ISSUE 7 (refer page 10) 

Should theH~ be a rd erence to the origins or hlSlOT)' of the Constitution in the preamble? 

Nlft - - ----- I 

ISSUE 8 (refer page 10) 

Should Ihe preamble re fer to the sovereIgnty of the people imd, If so, how? 

_ _ --'N!rt 



ISSI Jt: 9 (rd<::r page J I) 

Shou ld Ihe prcamhlc nefer 10 God and, i f so, how? 

NiA --- -- _ ._-_ ... _.-
- .. - .. . - .- - ----

- _ .. _-_ ._- ---

ISSUE 10 (refer page 12) 

Should Ihe pre,lmble retoglll~e Abongmalllud Torres Strait lslande! people and, If so, how? 

N(Q 

ISSUE 11 (refer page 12) 

Should the preamble recogll1se cultural dlversJty and, If so, bow? 

NIp: I - ----- --.- ._-_._--

rSSUE 12 (refer page 13) 

Sh{)uld the preamble recognise he rule of law and, if so, how? 

--- ---'-''f-l-'---- ------- - ----
._--- ---_ .- ---

------_._---

--- ---_.- - _ ._---- -



ISSUK 13 (rerer page 11) 

Should the preamble rc:fer to 'equali ty' and. if so, bow? 

N/t} 

ISSUE 14 (refer page 14) 

Should the preamble refer to ge nder equality and. if 110, how '? 

- --'.1fNf-4-t1--------- -

- --- - - - ------ - ----- -----

ISSUE 15 (refer page 14) 

Shou ld the preamble recognise the stal US of the COllslilUt ion and, if so, how'? 

- - -- -- Nft 

------- ---

ISSUE 16 (refer page 15) 

Should the preamble recogn ise the system o f government the Conslitution establishes and. if so, how and to 
what extent? 



ISSUE 17 (refer page 15) 

Should the preamble refer 10 tile cnvil'Onmcnt and , if so. how" 

_-----'-",N,f-Lil ft . . .. 

ISSUE 18 (refer page 15 ) 

Should the preamble contain other el ements and, if so, what should they be? 

IvlPt 
) - - --- -

ISSUE 19 (refer page 17) 

How might text be dlvo7~roulld the identified element~ of a preamble? 

I . 

------- - - -
- - - - --- _.-

ISSUE 20 (refer page 17) 

How should the communi! be consul ted in this process? 



ISSUE 21 (rtlfer page 17) 

Who should be consullcd1 

ISSUE 22 (refe!: page 18) 

Should a referendum be held to insert a preamble illlo the Queensland ConsljlUlion'~ 

I'-llrr 

- - - - - ---- - - - - ---- -- -

ISSUE 2 3 (refer page 18) 

Should an ' interim' preamble 10 the Queensland Constitution be inserted by way of an Act of Parl iamenl 
prior to a fin a l version being confl!1l'le.d by way of a referendum? 

- - .. N/!t . 

ISSUE 24 (refer page 18) 

Whell is an appropriate time to consider a referendum on the issue of a preamble for the Queensland 
Constimtion? 

- - - ---

l"gc 7 



ISSUE J : Should the Quccnsl.and Constitution, f do-not bel ieve there is ,my need to 
include a preamble 10 the Queensland Consti~tien. 

The existing Constitution has served QUCCJlsland well. It is a proven document. Its 
inlerpretations and nuanees are well understood. 

A Preamble WOUld, if it remained true to the intent of the existing constitution, make 
little or no difference to its interpretation and application. 

Therefore, there is no valid reason to so alter it._ 

If, in the altl!mative, the Preamble was intended to alter the interpretation or 
application ofllle constitution, it is a vastly significant matter that should be subject of 
It referendum. 

It is important to recognise that as recently as November 1999, almost 70 per cent of 
Queenslanders voted AGAINST a preamble 011 the Australian constitut ion. 

There is no reason to suppose they feel any differently about a preamble on the 
Queensland Constitution. - . 

Furthcr, in tbc QCRe consideration ofwby that national preamblc WitS dcfeatcd, one 
signjficMt malter was not addressed. That is, the people simply do not want to change 
something with which they are familiar and comfortable. 

This is a process that is NOT being driven by the people of Queensland, and that is a 
point the needs to be acknowledged. 

ISSUE 2: Should the Queensland Constitutional Review Commission's draft 
preamble be ad~pted in Queensland? 

I do not believe this draft preamble should be adopted in Queensland. r do nOI believe 
it reflects the core valucg IUld belief.~ associatcd with the society which has ta nned, 
and which now makes up, Queen sland. 

ISSUE 3: What purpose should a preamble to the Queensland Constitution ~erve? 

Should there be a preamble to the Queensland Constitution, r believe it .~hould serve 
the plupose o f 3cknowledging the core values and beliefs of our society, including its 
Christian basill, its tolerance, its belief in fairness and natural justice and its 
welcom ing of all who are willing to contribute. 



ISS(JR 4: What type of language should the preamble use? 

I believe it is vi!althc preamble be in the everyday language of Q1.1ccnslandcrs. By 
tbis r do not meant slang, but nonnal, readily understnod, Engli sh. \.. ...... 

ISSUE 5: How extensive should the preamble be? 

TI10 pn;amble should be as sllOrt and succinct as is possibl e, consistent with making 
its message clear and unambiguous. V'-

[SSUE 6: Should the Queensland Constitution specifically s tate that the preamble 
cannot be used to interpret o ther provisions of the Consti tllt ion. 

This is a difficult issue. If the preamble is NOT to be used to intcrpret other provisions 
of the Constitution, that is i.fit is to have absolutely no legal effect at all, then there is 
frankly no real point to it other than some temporary feel:good symbolism. 

On the other hand if it IS to be used to interpret othcr provis ions of the Constitution, it 
frankly opens a can ofwonns in regard to how it would be applied, what unexpected 
co nsequences it may bring and its potential to radically chan ge the way the existing 
document works. 

On balance, I do NOT belicvc a preamble should be used to interpret o ther provisions 
of the Constitutioll. 

ISSUE 7: Should there be a reference to the origins or history of the Constitution in 
the preamble? 

No, the history of the preambl e, and of the State of Queensland and the Australian 
nat ion arc properly th~ pl ace of history boob and history studics. However, I do 
believe that HIIS hi~tory should be a compulsory part of Queensland 's educational 
curriculum. 

ISSUE 8: Should the preamble n:;fcr to the sovereignty of the people and, if so, how? 

Yes, because it is a core value of our society that the sovereignty of those who govern 
is drawn only from the people, who bestow it through the democratic process of 
elections. However, it should be referred to in a brief, succinct manner such as a 
simple, direct statement which also contains a reference to the fact this democratic 

/ 
V 

proccss is based on the Westminster System, thus recognising the authorities behind, ./ 
find maturi ty of, our leg:li , judicial, and governance processes. 

ISSUR 9: Should the preamble refer to God and, ifso, how? 

The preamble should refer to God. It should do so in an inclusive manner, bearing in 
mind that the Christ ian basis of our society is already, in my submission, to be 
recugnised in its own right as a basic part ofQucenslaod's s tmcture. r believe this 
would demomtratc a recognition of the various ways in which God is recognised and 
accepted under a wid e range of belief systems, while still recognising the essential ./ 
role of Christianity in our socia1 structures. 



ISSVE 10; Should the preamble recognise Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 
people and, if so, how? 

r:f~ I believe in the QUc("'flsland spirit of inclusiveness and that the contribution o f all the 
people of Queensland, Aboriginal, Torres Slrait Island, European, Asian, African :'md 
North and Soulh Amt.'Tican be recognised. . 

The suggestion that recognition of Aboriginal and TOITCS Strait Islander peoples in a 
preamble "As a step" towards constitutional recognition indicates clearly that the 
preamble in this case is serving another purpose altogether than that of establishing 
principles or values or background. ''-v ~,("..<!"""" i,v ..... ........... ... 

r believe our Australian society is the most open, welcoming !lod accepting it is 
possible to find, regardless of a person's origins. That includes whether a European 
settler, a post-war immigrant, ' it refugee from the Vietnam War, or an indigenous 
Australian. I would applaud recognition of openness. 

I object to the singling-out of ANY group as being counter to that Australian 
openness. 

ISSUE 11 : Should the preamble recogni~e cultural diversity and, ifso, how? 

Only so far as it recognisC'S that all cultures are welcome, provided their practi tioners 
act in a manner that contributes to the diversity of Queenslllnd, T"3ther than sti fl e or 
limit any existing frccdoms. 

ISSUE U : Should the preamble recognise Ihe' rule of law w d, if so, how? 

Only SO f lt[ as it recognises the law is the will of the people, expressed through the 
legislative process, 

ISS UE 13: Should the preamble refer to "equality" and, ifso, how? 

If there is to be a preamble, I believe it should refer to equality, of all Queenslandcrs 
in all circumstances. This is a core part of our society and its inclusion is consistent 
with my belief that if there is to be a preamble, that it recognises these basic values of 
our society. 

(SS Ui: 14: Should the preamble refer to gender equality and if so, how? 

No, only because a sweeping reference to equality as in Issue }3 already covers this 
Issue. 

, . 



[SSlTh: 15: Should the pre<lmblc: recognise the slatus of the Constitution and if so, 
how? 

T his hinges on whether the preamble i~ to be used to interpret the Constitution or not. 
If it is to be so used, then I believe it is important that it recugnises the status of the 
Constitution as this provides a base from which the Preambles influence can be 
gauged. However, if the prctmlblc is purely symbolic, I do not believo it m.-eds to 
r ecognise the basis of the Constitution because (a) the preamble is lcgaHy im :levant 
a nd (b) its ioclmion would be inconsistent with my belief :my preamble sho uld be as 
s hort and succinct as pOssible. 

ISSUE 16: Should the preamble recognise the syslem ofgovemment the Constitution 
establishes and, if so, how 3nd to what extent? 

I have already addressed this in Issue 8. 

I SSUE 17: Should th.e preamble refer to the envirorunent and, if so, how? 

Yes, in as much as coneem for the environment and its rol e as a sustainable resource 
im portant to our existing SOCiety, our heritage and our furure is recognised, and NOT 
as a statement emplacing " the environment" as SQmething untouchable. . 

ISSU E I H: Should the preamble contain other elements nnd if so, what should they 
be? 

<~ .. s I have said, I do not believe there should be a preambl~. However if there is it 
·should be as short aud clear a~ possible, stating the essential beliefs which make up 
Queensland today. I do not believe, therefore, that the inclusion of additional elements 
i~ justified. If any were to be included, I would suggest it be a recognition that each 
generation has a rcspon.~ihjli IY to provide the next with a sound basis on which to 
continue to build the futu re of Queensland. 

ISSUE 19: How might text be developed around the identi lied elements of a 
preamble? 

It should be developed through an extensive, lengthy public consultation process, with 
Parliamentary dehate at least annually on the matter, subject to a conscience vote. The 
final fonn proposed should also be debated, subject to a con.science vote, in 
Parliament and then put, via referendum, at the next State election. 

ISSUE 20: How should the community be consulted? 

The corrummi ty should be con.o;ulted by a wide infonnation campaign, wi th provision 
for public infomlation campaigns, and public consultation down to thc smallest 
communities. 

If there is to be a preamble I believe it is vital it be inclusive in fonn, and this can on ly 
be so if it is· inclusive in its fonnali()n. 



ISSUE 21: 'WllO should be consulted? 

There isonly one answer, so far as possible, every Qucenslandtfhould b~ Ilblc to 
conhibutc to the fonnation ofa preamble. It is anathema to the'inclusivcneSsllj·e{icvc 
is vital to give the views of any organisation or Woup any greater weight tha~ that of ) 
ind ividual Queenslanders. 

If this rcsullsJn a process measured in years rather than months, then that is a small 
price to pay for such an important event. 

ISSUR 22: Should a referendum be held to insert a preamble into the Quecnsl!lIld 
Constitution? 

No, because I do not believe it is reasonable to ask people to vote Yes for the "idea" 
ofa preamble, if they do not also know just what fonn that preamble will take. Better 
to leave it until a preamble is drafted, so they know what they are voting for or 
against. 

ISSUE 23: Should an '~nterim" preamble to the Queensland Constitution be inserted 
by way of an Act of ParHament prior to a final vet"ll ion being C()nfirmed by way ofa 
referendum? 

Totally no t. It would introduce the worst sort of politicis3tion into the debate. 

ISSUE 24 : When is an appropriate time to consider a referendum on the issue ofa 
preamble for the Queensland Constitution? 

1 do nOI believe, 8l> 1 made clear in Ts:;ue 23, that there should be a rererendum on the 
issue per se. As for the timing ofa referendum on a specific proposed preamble. at the 
same lime as the State elcction inunediately following the fi nalisation of that 
proposed preamble. 

I w ant to reiterate, however, that I am not in favour of a preamble at all as 1 believe 
the existing document is proven, has served Queensland and Queensl anders well, and 
should not be subject to "fads" such as purely symbolic preamble. Nor should its legal 
stat us be interfered with by a preamble which would provide a mechanism through 
which the Constitution was interpreted. 

Yours faith ful!y 

Rosa J.cc Long MP 
Member for Tablelands. 

, ~ .•... .' , .~ ;. , 




