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From: Lynda Rackley (

Sent: Friday. 27 August 2004 4:43 PM 

To: LCARC 

Subject: Submission 10 Inquiry into the provisions ot a Preamblo for the Old Constitution 

Please find attached a submission from the Presbyterian Church ot Oueensland. 
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Presbyterian Church of Queensland 

PO Box 1508 
FORTITU])fI VALLEY QLD 4006 
Phune 07 3252 1114 
26 August 2004 

The Rcs~n:h Director 
Legal. Constitutional and Administrative Review Comminee 
Par lia ment HOllsc. George Street 
BRISBANE QI.D 4()O I 

lcarc@p;uliamelll .qld.gov.<lu 

Submi\'.violl to the Inquiry into the provisiolls of A Preamble/or the 
Queensland COllStillltiOIl 

The Presbyterian Church is 11 Confessional Church, which declares that the Scriptures of the 
Old ~md New Testament are the revealed Word of God :md are the basis of the Life and 
Pra(;ticc of the Church ilnd of Society. 

We identify Jesus the Messiah as both King and HC3.d of the Church and as the Ruler of the 
Kings of the earth. 

Therefore while it would be im portant and appropriate 10 make reference to " A lmighty God" 
using [he statement " ... humbly relying on the blessings of Almighty God ... " in a p reamble 
[0 the Queensland Constitution. any such a reference needs to identify the relationship 
between Almighty God and the State of Queensland. 

The Officers and Citiz..cns of the State of Queensland Dre accountable to Almighty God for 
the framing and the administT3tion of legislation which is in accordance with H is revealed 
wi ll for the good order of society. The C onstitu tion and system of government only draw 
thei r authori ty from the people in a secondary sense. The Ultimate Authority is Almighty 
God and the Ultimate Power is Almighty God and the Ultim:lIc Judge is Almighty God. 

In rc/ation to other maners: 

• It would be preferab le to a seck approval for a preamble to the Constitution by 
referendum at the time of u State election, rather than by legislation by the Parliament. 

• If the preamble is to he used to frame the context of the Constitution, or if it is to be 
used by the COWlS to inttrpret the Constitution, great care should be taken with the 
tenninology and definitions used. 

Yours smcerely 

(Hon) Ran PilkinglOn 
YroderatoT, P resbyterian Church o f Queensland 

(Rev) Ron Clark 
Clerk to the Assembly, Presbyterian Church of Queens land 




