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Thank yOu for your letter of 17 June 2004 req uesting feedback on the Issues Paper 
A Preamble (or the Queensland Constitution. t note that you also wrote to Or Warren Hoey. 
D irector·Genera!. Department of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander POlicy (DATSIP). 

With respect to your request for feedback, I support the inclusion of a preamble to the 
Queensland Constitution and more specifically, one that appropriately recognises 
AborigInal peoples and Torres Strait Islanders. 

However, I believe thal the preamble content and specific word ing of the preamble should 
be developed only after broad consultalion has been undertaken. This consullation must 
include significant input from Indigenous peoples. 

In this regard. I suggesl lhe fo llowing process to ensure such input: 

• establish a working group (including Aboriginal and Torres Stra it Islander 
representation) to assist with development of a draft preamble 

• with assistance from members of the working group, consult Elders , traditional owner 
groups, other Indigenous representative bodies and ott1er interested parties 

• have the working group recommend suggested wording to the committee. 

I am happy to assist with your inquiry by issuing a media release encouraging Aborig in al 
peoples and Torres Strait Islanders to participate in the process , and inctudlng an article in 
th e DATSIP newsletter. should you agree. 
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If you require any furt/ler information Of assistance In relation la feedback on the Issues 
Paper A Preamble for the Queensland Constitution, please contact Michaellimerick, Acting 
Director, Policy Directorate. Department of Aborigi na l and Torres Strait Islander Po licy on 
32248914. 

Yours sincerely 

liddy Clark MP 
Minister for Aboriginal & Torres Strait Islander POlicy 



Legal, Constitutional and Administrative .Review Committee 

A preamble for the Queensland Constitu tio n 

Questionflaire 
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S hould Ihe Q ut(nshmd ConSlilulion ( onlOlio a flTCilmble? 

Yes: ./ No: D 
(;omrncnIS: 

fho : 

2. W hat e1emenu should Ihe p rC:.l.mhle contain ·.' 

A preamble 10 a c()n~ ti!u ti()n genera lly aets as an int roduction and is syrnbnhc, inspl rallomrI or a.pir:!hon ~ l in r1;J lllrc. M~ lters 
which might be included in a constitutional preamble include the source, authority Ilnd hIstory of tilt: consLrtuti(1n, the sy~tcm of 
~.)\"~ll Ullt:nt it tls t ub li~ hes, ami th ~ pri n ~ip l~s or valucs it espouses A prcumble rnis ht also seek 10 b ~ unifyrng .md promote a 

shm·ed ~ommi tl1wnt to the ~onS lt!\lt !On. 

II is rC«lrnnlClldcd thot A preamble tC"l the Queens land constitu tion recognio.e : 

tha l Ab.:rrigula! rlt;tlp l ~s ami Tom:.\ Slrurl Islander> arc Ihe Fir~t Peoples ofQucensl:tud (Austl"a lia) 
• that Ab<lfil::i llal rc"ple.~ ~nd TolTCS S!nl1! Islandel'l cach have rich, diverse and uni'IUC cUlmr-Jl herimye including m utually 

recognised systems I)f govem ancc (Uld laws by which they livc and define their reI 3 IiOlt~hl!ls hctwcclI each other, w ith the 
land :tud with the ir Imur1l1 and sprritual O:Jl vi ronmenl . 

. 3 . n o\\" might tl\e 2( tll a l wordint aruund Ihc S<.' CIt'IIICllts be dCI·elo lle~r! 
, 

l
it is rcconulIcnucJ ~,.a:.:~I~al word ing aroolld thol: t:1~ n\l."tllS be developed wi lh b roado.: r CO'l.~oltal ion J~ prol~s~~.~elow. 

I 4. !Iow sho uld !lIe commfu <>e consult with communities, parti~ularly Intl iJ,;l"IIous ( tl mlllllll itid, rc~;u·dil1 :': lhi~ is~uc·? 

I T he J"ollowlllg proces~ i~ su~es ted for consulta tion in ro:gam to this issue: 

I • 

I· 
cstabl ish a Working Group (inc luding Abor ig inal and Torres Strait lsb ndcr rcprcsc111al ion) to as.~ i sl with dcvclopmcll t uf a 
dra ft pTCJl\l blc 

wi lh assiSluncc fr0n1111~m~rS of the Workmg Group, consult wi th Elder~ , Traditic.m al OWTl~r Group~ (l1ld other Indigenous 
rcprc!.Cntativc bodi e~ a~ welt rl the r interested parties in relation to the draft preamhle 

• Work\\\g Group to recommend 511g£c~led wOld rng to the COJ]ullIttee 

15. 00,00 "',,",y "h" " ",moo ,,? 

h nnl rcc() n1l1lf:n(bl1(ln~ 01 th ~ CU\ln~ ]l fo] Abo\\ g\l\~ l Rc~onclhat iOn \I1cluJr:: 

1. ' ·AII parl/rmlCIlfS r/lld !oull KOl'r"I"II III CIII.\· pa.\"J ji:mm/l /IIOl ioll.! of.II/PIN)!"1 for Ilu: ;/11.>11"(1111111 D(<(:/rmlli(J1I 1fi\l'W"d.r 
RCC{!lIcillfil(OIl allll ,h ~ Roodmtll' /0'· R<'cmrcilillti(JII . eIJsJII·i tJe Ih eir basic j!J"ill dpl~.,· ill QJlPrllpril1 /e "·lJi~1f1ti(J/I , alld 
deft-rill/m: 11(l tv rliclf KI.'J' l"eCO llllllcllriallOllJ call fx~u be IlIIplcmcll lnl ill thei'-jl ,r i.wlic.//rllls." 

Send r es pOIl SCS to : 
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R~~ardr UrrttlOr 
l eg:.l, Const lllluon~ l atld Arlnnnrslr:atr ,.., R.,,,icw Ctlmu lO l1CC 
1'3rha mo:m Uouoc 
( ;';orb"<: Sl~t Rnsb~,,,, QI.O 4000 

Ru ponse due hy Friday, 21 l\"lay 2004 




