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ISSUE 1
Should the Queensland Constitution contain a preamble?

The Department believes that it is appropriate to delay the question of a
preamble until the issue of an Australian Republic has again been put to the

peaple.

ISSUE 2

Should the Queensland Constitution Review Commission draft preambie be
adopted in Queensland?

If a preamble is 1o be included in the Queensland Constitution, then the
QCRC's preambie might be considered suitable.

ISSUE 3
What purpose should a preamble to the Queensland Constitution serve?
The DBepariment recognises the nofations of the Gladstone Constitutional

Convention; in particular that a preamble should not be confined to the
political arena and should address the social and cultural fabric of our society.

ISSUE 4
What type of language should the preamble use?

The Department supports the proposal that a preamble should be written in a
way which is clear, simple, inspirational and free from jargon and technical

language.

ISSUE 5
How extensive should the preamble be?

The Depariment accepis that the recommendation of the QCRC. |t
recognises that the preamble should be straightforward.



ISSUE 6

Should the Queensland Constitution specifically state that the preamble
cannot be used to interpret other provisions of the Constitution?

The Department accepts the recommendation of the Commonwealth
Constitutional Convention that the preamble should not be used to interpret

the Constitution or any other law.

ISSUE 7

Should there be a reference to the origins or history of the Constitution in the
preamble?

The Department accepts the Commonwealth Constitutional Convention'
recommendations with respect to this reference. Namely, references could

include:-

. significant historical constitutional instruments and Acts;

. significant constitutional events (eg becoming a republic),

. the systems of government the Constitution establishes,
ISSUE 8

Should the preamble refer to the sovereignty of the people, and, if so, how?

The Department accepts the asserion of the Constitutional Centenary
Foundation's Preamble Quest for an assertion in the preamble that authority

is drawn from the people.

ISSUE 9
Should the preamble refer to God and, if so, how?

The Department accepts the recommendation of the Commonwealth
Constitutional Convention for retention of the words “humbly relying on the

biessing of Almighty God".



ISSUE 10

Should the preamble recognise Aboriginal and Torres Strait |slander people
and, if so, how?

The Department accepts the recommendation proposed by the QCRC,
namely:-

“In a spirt of reconciliation. we recognise the contribution of both
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Isfander peoples as the original occupanis
and cusfodians of this fand™.

[SSUE 11
Should the preamble recognise cultural diversity and, if so, how?

The Department supports the recognition of cultural diversity in the preamble
and accepts the proposals of the Commonwealth Constitutional Convention

on this issue.

ISSUE 12
Should the preamble recognise the rule of law, and, If so, how?

The Department accepts that the preamble should recognise the rule of law
and accepts the comments of the Commonwealth Constitutional Convention.

ISSUE 13
Should the preamble refer to "equality” and, if so, how?

The Department supports the Commonwealth Constitutional Convention's
conclusions that “affirmation of the quality of all people before the law" should
be considered for inciusion in the preamble.

ISSUE 14
Should the preamble refer to gender equality and, if so, how?

The Department supports recognition of the equality of men and women as a
principle for inclusion in the preamble.



ISSUE 15

Should the preamble recognise the status of the Constitution and, if sa, how?

The Department acknowledges the QCRC's recommendation and supports
the proposal that the preamble should contain a statement that the
Constitution is the paramount law of Queensland.

ISSUE 16

Should the preamble recognise the system of government the Constitution
establishes and, if so, how and fo what extent?

The Department rejects the explicit mention of the system of government. It
recognises the argument that such matters should be dealt with in the

Constitution proper.

ISSUE 17
Should the preamble refer to the environment and, if so, how?
The Department supports reference to the environment and acknowledges

the statement by the Preamble Quest that “Almost ail participanis who
supported this proposal emphasised the uniqueness of the land and the love

of Australians for it".

ISSUE 18

Should the preamble contain other elements and, if so, what should they be?

The Department supports reference to stewardship for future generations;
tolerance; peace; freedom and liberty; references to the world community and

citizenship.

ISSUE 19

How might text be developed around the identified elements of a preambie?

The Department supports the proposal that the Parliament should develop the
form of any preamble. A parliamentary inguiry or committee process could
examine a propesed preamble and receive public submissions.



ISSUE 20
How should the community be consulted in this process?

The Department supports the proposal that consultation should be as wide as
possible following public submissions to a parliamentary inquiry or committee.

ISSUE 21

Who should be consulted?

The Department supports the proposal that public submissions be considered
for a proposed preamble.

ISSUE 22

Should a referendum be held to insert a preamble into the Queensland
Constitution?

The Depariment supports the view that the people of Queensland should
have the opportunity to vote on the issus.

ISSUE 23

Should an" interim” preamble to the Queensland Constitution be inserted by
way of an Act of Parliament prior to a final version being confirmed by way of
a referendum?

The Department does not support the creation of an “interim” preamble. The
insertion of any 'interim" preamtle should only be considered if clear

community support so existed.

ISSUE 24

When is an appropriate time to consider a referendum on the issue of a
preamble for the Queensland Constitution?

The Depariment supports the QCRC’s recommendation that a referendum
should occur only when the pecple are asked to approve a change fo a
republican system of government.





