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15 July 2004 

Dr LesJey Clark MP 
Chair 
Legai, Constitutional and Administraiive 

Review Committee 
Parliame nt House 
George Street 
BRISBANE OLD 4000 

Dear Dr Clark, 

RECEiVED 
lG JUL 2004 

I.EGAL., CGt .. S"i"I'i"u"i"iQNAl. ANI:J 
ADMINISTRATIVE I1cVIE:W 

COI<loMlTiEE 

I refer 10 your leller of 17 June 2004 inviting my view on a possible preamble for the Queensland 
Constitution. Opinions on whether there should be a preamble and its conlents, are essentia1ly 
personal. In that vein I remark Ihat, w ith regard to the QC Re draft. t would omit the firsl 
suggested sentence, since It Seems merely discursive and unnecessary; and the second 
because it accuracy is questionable. at least. 

I would rewrite the third to put it into more positive language, so that it might read: 

"We, the people of Queensland am free and equal citizens under the Rule of Law, 
and governed in accordance with the democratic processes contained in this 
conslilution "~ 

I would omit the fourth sentence of the suggested preamble, since it also seems unnecessary. 

t w ould supporl the inclusion of the fifth, sixth and sevonth sentences of the current draft. 

Yours sincerely 

The Hon P de Jersey AC 
Chief Justice 
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