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Thank you for thc invitation to make a submission to your commi1tce on the topic of a 
preamble to the Queensland Constitution_ 

Nonn ally I am happy to assist in any way with the important and valuable work 
which your committee underbkes. 

Howcvcr I am bound to say that a preamble is,DY far, the least important need for 
refoml 10 tbis Slale'!S Constitution_ 

The fo llowing matters arc m ueh more urgcllI -

A. Four ycar Icnns for Parliament: 

The Queensland Premier's attitude to this leaves much to be desired and Queensland 
urgently needs a four year tenn for the good governance of the State. Virtually every 
oihcr State has 4 year tenus and also almost every other Wesuninster parliament in 
the world has l~mb'Cr Ihan 3 years. The Premier of West cm A ustr3iia (the only other 
S tate with 3 year terms) to ld m e he is seriously contemplating a referendum next year. 
You may be aware Ihal l drafted the Referendum case and Questions Jor lite New 
South Wales 4 year tel1n referendum and would be happy to offer any advice. 

B Ministeria l Responsibi li ty: 

Althl)Ugh supposed tu be the I;OmCf!;tonc ofWcstminster democracy, Ministerial 
Responsibilil }' to Parliament is in a sorry condition in Queensland and measures 3rc 
urgently required to strengthen it. 



C Accountahi lity and Fn .. "cdom o f !n fOffila tioJ[ : 

Wc have ,I very scriou:i s ituation in this s!alt: with [he abu~c of l'UI by govemments or 
all persuasions, and abo the abuse of"Commcreial in Confidence" arrangements, 
together with hu:k o f proper rcganl for the role o f the two Parliament OHicers -the 
A ucl itol' .. Gcllcnal <lnd the Ombudsman. 

O. Consti tutional Recognition fOl" l-oeal Government: 

Long ovcrdue, this nceds [0 be revisited soon. I ..I.1(:al 1;ovcllum:llt is a maj or partner in 
Quccn~land 's govcm;mce and economic and community develupment, and needs to 
he fu lly recognized in the State's Constitution 

Can! suggest to the members of your Committee that these are far more impurtant 
ma llers requiring Constitutional Review than the preamble to the Constitut ion, and J 
hope you will address them in the near future. 

Yours sincerely, 

Profes.sor Kenncth Wiltshirc AO 
J.o,SlOry Pro ressor orpublic Administration 
HQ Business School. 




