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mandatory component to be served concurrently, and no order as to parole.' A further co-
offender received a sentence of 9 years imprisonment in circumstances where co-operation had
been provided."

To increase the maximum penalty by and large, may also impact the effectiveness of provisions
such as the circumstance of aggravation, which serves a dual purpose to encourage cooperation
with law enforcement agencies.

LAQ considers the existing provisions already allow for the imposition of a sentence which is
reflective of the relative commercial nature of the offence where the defendant is a “Mr Big” or a
person who makes their living out of other people's misery. To ‘raise the tariff as a whole will
unjustifiably effect those involved in trafficking dangerous drugs who, themselves, are vulnerable
and disadvantaged, who often experience drug addiction themselves, and who don't necessarily
seek to profit from the illicit drug market, but rather feed any profits back into their own addiction.

Introduction of a circumstance of aggravation for the offence of evading police under section 754 of
the Police Powers and Responsibilities Act 2000

LAQ does not support the introduction of a circumstance of aggravation to the evasion offence. Of
particular concern is clause 15(2)(b)(v), which provides for the increased maximum penalty to be
applied to persons who have relevant prior convictions. Unlike offences such as Contravention of
a domestic violence order, contained in s 177 Domestic and Family Violence Protection Act 2012
(Qld), which provide for the circumstance of aggravation to apply in circumstances where the
previous conviction occurs within 5 years before the commission of the current offence, the
proposed circumstance of aggravation does not provide for a like condition.

LAQ submits the provisions as currently drafted are inconsistent with the Criminal Law
(Rehabilitation of Offenders) Act 1986 (Qld), which provides for a rehabilitation period of 5 or 10
years and infringes upon a persons' rights to recognition and equality before the law'® and not to
be tried or punished more than once.™

LAQ remains concerned that the proposed circumstance of aggravation will have significant and
disproportionate implications in relation to child offenders, including in increased rates of detention,
where conditions have been, at times, described as ‘cruel, inappropriate, and have served no
rehabilitative effect’.'
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