
From: Con Christopoulos 
Sent: Sunday, July 11, 2021 3:36:13 PM

 
Subject: Re: Con Christopoulos- My Australia, my experience with racism

 The story was
featured in the Sunday Mail paper, years ago. I'll send a photo of the article.
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KOULA CHRISTOPOULOS ..

ovil to triumph’,” she says.

. determined to
fight racism. "I have adopted a principal put
forward by the late Martin Luther King. ‘It Is
better to be lomponm, defeated, than for

Koula Christopoulos, 19, has dancing
eyes, a lively intelligence and an en-
czlnting smile. She would be a fine
young ambassador for Australia.

But there are some Australians who would
deny her that right

Koula does not look like a victim. But the
smile slowly steals away and tears cloud her
eyes when she discusses the effects of racism
on her family. I

She said: “When my little brother, Con,
was in Grade One, the teacher asked him if
he was Greek. He either didn't answer, or he
just said ‘yes'in a very soft voice. She repeat-
ed the question: *Con, are you Greek? Say it
loudly, Con." He said “yes’ and she hit him in
class.” Koula's voice broke.

Story: JUDY MISHINSKI
Picture: KAROL GAWLICK

“He didn’t have a very happy year at.

school and we didn’t know why. He didn’t
tell us straight away. He was afraid. He had
to repeat Grade One.”

Koula wrote a letter to The Sunday Mail
about racism. The letter was not a cry for
sympathy, but a plea for humanity. “I seek
to eliminate an extremely negative aspect of
my society. Bliad hatred causes so much
pain. No one should have to justify their ex-
sstence to anybody. The pursuit of peace
should defy such categorisation of people,”
she wrote.

“] may personify the idealism of youth.
But I do not sec how this kind of idealism can
be wrong, especially when it can be com-
pared to the ideals of a racist. | believe that
the word ‘racist’ bathes the bearer of such a
tag in the ultimate shame.”
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Koula, 19,
tells what
it’s like to
be Greek

Koula later expressed embarrassment
over the letter, but she does not regret the
motivation behind her message. “Once,
while travelling on a bus through Chinatown
in the Valley, the bus driver swerved towards
an Asian crossing the road, He said, ‘T wish
they would get back on their boaty’. I should
have said something then, but I just shran!(‘
back into my seat. Now, | am speaking out,
she said

Koula's parents migrated from Greece to
Australia more than 20 years ago. They run
a shop at Virginia and — as Koula pointed
out — are a productive part of the labor
force. However, they must still endure the
derogatory tags, “wog’ and “dago”.

Koula and her brothers, John, 16 and Con,
12, were born in Brisbane. They have grown
up under a cloud of racism. “I remember
when I was at primary school, the other chil-
dren would say, "We hate wogs. But you are
all right, Kou{a.‘ 1 was very confused,” she
said with a wry smile.

Racism, in Koula's experience, is not con-
fined to the crude remarks of the young or
uneducated. “Older people are more subtie.
It is not fashionable to be racist. But they
still put up barriers. A lady once said to me,
‘1 would never forbid my children to associ-
ate with people like you’. I don’t think she re«
alised what she was saying,” she said.

“1don’t wake up every morning and think,
*} am a victim of racism’. [ still truly believe
this is the Lucky Country — and so do my
parents. There are only a small number of
rcoplc who are racist, but they breed vio-
ence. Even one ina million is too many.”
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