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Corrective Services
and Emergency Services Committee

Research Director
Legal Affairs, Police, Corrective "<:>nill~<:>C

George Street
Brisbane

Dear Sir/Madam

Right to Inflornnation 1

Thank you a on

The Kalinga Wooloowin Residents' Association
(.](;iVp.rnrnp.11t in delcldlnQ

in our suburb for the purpose of
so doing, these actions have enabled

over
lost on the Airport Link

the various management within the

, we came across an
was a ::;p,eCI,al

"''''''';0'''+ .... ,"""'"' ....... ,,,+ others. When
I,

for supporting our we
were effectively blocked from access. The primary reason given for refusing access was
that SPVs were by Commonwealth Corporations and as such were not
subject to the Queensland RTI Act 2009. This view has been supported by the Supreme

QLlee~nslarld in vs it
so was

In dealing with SPVs, KWRA only reason to deal with CNI
have been engaged by this organisation and as such, our experience
commentary is on I.

No other SPVs
therefore our

The Srt,lrum.."n t<eoort

Information - Reviewing Queensland's

David Solomon AM (the Solomon is discussion ..."'", ......."Ii ... "

Government Business Enterprises (GBE) which encompasses company
Owned
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application Act to
Corporations Act

is The Government's
bOClles eSl:abllsrlea on Government initiative and

of

at
public authorities which have
and not a Queensland
intention is
for a public purpose should fall
expressly excluded by the Act. 1

The Queensland

I consider that all GOGs should subject to Act. I am strongly of
the view that private entities that carry out public functions using public funds
are public
services and spend those funds, and should be subject to all the usual
accountability including application of the

the Irl~m~ln

goes on to write:

In terms of defining which bodies t=>v,"'rl"'~g::, nn\l""lrnnn""'''It

therefore be subject

• control (whether directly (sic) through its ownership interest in other

a npn""r::u m.::'""t;lnn

the issued share capital of

rnntrnlllnn Int&:>r",,'~t in the it

relevant submissions """'1-'1-"'-"

Queensland Ombudsman and
Report in detail.

1 The Right to Information - Reviewing Queensland's Freedom of Information Act, written by the FOI Independent Review Panel of June
2008, p 85
2 The Right to Information - Reviewing Queensland's Freedom of Information Act, written by the FOI Independent Review Panel of June
2008, p 93
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The Solomon h'.::>nnrt

Queensland Go,velrnrlnellt KeslPorlse

24
(p.90)

The definition of "public authority" in s. 9
of the Act should be extended to include
bodies established for a public purpose
under an enactment of Queensland, the
Commonwealth or another State or
Territory.

The government supports this recommendation
which is intended to ensure that Government
bodies incorporated under the Corporations Act
2001 (Cth) (such as company GOCs) are
included in the operation of the proposed Right
to Information Bill.

The impact of changes to the definition of a
"public authority" on other legislation, such as the
Public Records Act will be considered.

The advice of the
Counsel will be sought as to the appropriate form
of drafting for the proposed provision 4

The KWRA is unable reconcile this acceptance by the Queensland Government with the
obvious omission this in as pal:;S€id
Council.

We submit that this nITli~~inn

3 The Right to Information - Reviewing Queensland's Freedom of Information Act, written by the FOI Independent Review Panel of June
2008, p 97
4 A response to the review of Queensland's Freedom of Information Act, Queensland Government 2008, p 18
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It is clear the Information I to a 1.)1.11..1111,., body:

G allowing

I would encourage the

eNI wields significant pmNer
construction of Airport
Representative and rlol~I~,roc

5 Preliminary Review of External review of decision under the Right to Information Act 2009, dated 11 November 2011, P 3.
6 Preliminary Review of External review of decision under the Right to Information Act 2009, dated 11 November 2011, P 3.
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At no stage are the Int~~rn",1 plroces~:;es

a resident to rl""m~lnrl

statement that

seek to IMlthhlnl1'1

hold such positions in a public capacity, respond correspondence
and refuse to provide any justification on decisions

it is not possible

In a truly democratic , wholly
owned, wholly funded, service appointed Board members,
majority shareholding in the name State Queensland responsible for
procurement of multi-billion dollar infrastructure investments by the State, should be
subject to the same stringent standard of openness and accountability as any other
Government

Yours sincerely

Kalinga WClolclowm Kesl(:lents Assoclal:lon

End
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