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23 December 2015

The Research Director

Legal Affairs and Community Safety Committee
Parliament House

BRISBANE QLD 4000

Dear Sir or Madam

SUBMISSION TO THE TACKLING ALCOHOL-FUELLED VIOLENCE LEGISLATION (AMENDMENT BILL) 2015

The Foundation for Alcohol Research and Education (FARE) welcomes the opportunity to provide
comment on the Tackling Alcohol Fuelled-violence Legisiation {fAmendment Bifl) 2015. FARE
congratulates the Government for introducing this promised legislation and supports the submission
made by the Queensland Coalition for Action on Alcohol (QCAA).

The harms from alcohol in Queensland are significant and therefore it is appropriate that this legislation
containing some of the most effective measures to reduce these harms is passed by the Parliament.
Legislating measures which the evidence shows will be effective in reducing harm are critical in achieving
the aim of reducing alcohol-fuelled violence in Queensland.

The Amendment Bill's state-wide measures to reduced trading hours, 3a.m. safe night precincts, one
way doors and a ban on the sale of high risk drinks and behaviours after midnight will see Queensland
become leaders in alcohol control policy both nationally and internationally.

FARE strongly supports the introduction of a 2am last drinks policy and the cessation of packaged liquor
sales at 10pm. The Government would be aware of the need for consistency across the state when

introducing these measures since alcohol-related violence occurs throughout Queensland and the harms
from alcohol extend beyond just alcohol-related violence.

FARE is very concerned that packaged liquor outlets, which are currently approved to trade past 10pm,
may be able to continue do se, once the legislation is passed. Such an eventuality will seriously
compromise the integrity of this measure and undermines the work being undertaken by the
Government to reduce family violence in Queensland.

Figures for Queensland are not available, however where data is collected, alcohol has been shown to be
involved in up to 65 per cent of family violence cases in Australia.? In light of the evidence of the
association between alcohol and family violence and indeed family violence and take-away sales,” the
government should ensure that the 10pm close for packaged liquor outlets applies to all venues in

Queensiand from 1 July 2016, not just new applications, and that the 10pm restriction applies to the
cease of service for over the bar sales.

Stopping harm caused by alcoho
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In addition to supporting the Amendment Bill, FARE requests that the Committee recommend the Bill be
amended to include a moratorium on approvals for ‘extended trading permits’ until the Government
develops a framework to assess and manage applications for extended trading hours (trading after
midnight). This is important because an increase in availability of alcohol is associated with an increase in
harms, particularly in relation to the density of liquor outlets and the hours in which they trade.?

Late night trading hours have been shown to be the hours in which the community is at highest risk of
alcohol-related violence.* A moratorium is important because Queensland has already seen a
considerable increase in the number of premises trading late since the moratorium was lifted by the
Newman Government in September 2014, with more than 120 approvals given in the 12 months to
September 2015.° Until a late night trading policy is clearly enunciated there will continue to be a real
possibility that Queensland will see an overall expansion of the total number of late night trading hours.

Finally, many in the alcohol industry in Queensland are opposed measures such as earlier closing and
one-way door policies. This is unsurprising since their priority is to maximize profits using a business
model that is structured around selling lots of alcohol. FARE’s pricrity is to stop the harm cause by
alcohol. FARE strongly argues that the Parliament make its decisions based an the evidence of the most
effective strategies to reduce alcohol harm and in the interests of all Queenslanders, not just a small and
vocal vested interest. Unsubstantiated claims should be viewed with caution and considered in the
context in which they are provided.

Thank you once again for the opportunity to provide comment on the Tackling Aicohol Fuelled-violence
Legislation {Amendment Bilf) 2015. FARE supports the measures in the Amendment Bill, with the above
modifications, and would be pleased to give direct evidence to the Committee.

Yours sincerely

/s Lo xSl

MICHAEL THORN
CHIEF EXECUTIVE
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