


LNP propose new criminal offences for trespass in Queensland – submissions 

open now 

The LNP have introduced a private members bill proposing new offences in the Criminal Code Act 1899 

(Qld) (Criminal Code) which provide serious penalties for newly defined forms of trespass, with 

penalties reaching up to 10 years imprisonment.  

Submissions are currently open on this Bill until this Monday 15 July 2019, 12 noon. You can find 

the proposed Criminal Code (Trespass Offences) Amendment Bill 2019 and Parliamentary Inquiry 

page here.  

Federal Criminal Code Amendment (Agricultural Protection) Bill 2019 also open for comment 

There is a similar Bill also before Federal Parliament currently, which is also open for submissions 

until 31 July 2019. This Bill is only directed to agricultural premises, rather than the LNP Private 

Members Bill in Queensland which is much more broadly addressed to any premises, private land 

or transport infrastructure.  

 

Outline of proposed new criminal offences for trespass 

The new proposed Queensland offences are for aggravated trespass, serious criminal trespass and 

organised trespass, to be defined as follows:  

- Aggravated trespass: a person who unlawfully enters or is in premises, private land or transport 

infrastructure with intent to cause economic loss to another person or the State commits an 

offence.  

Maximum penalty—100 penalty units ($13,345 currently) or 3 years imprisonment.  

 

- Serious criminal trespass:  a person who enters or is in premises, private land or transport 

infrastructure used for business purposes and commits an offence punishable by 3 years 

imprisonment or more commits a crime.  

        Maximum penalty—3,000 penalty units ($400,350 currently) or 10 years imprisonment.  

 

- Organised trespass: a person commits a crime if— (a) the person— (i) is a participant (meaning a 

director, member or volunteer) in an organisation (including a business or charity); and (ii) 

counsels or procures, or arranges for, another person to commit an offence of aggravated 

trespass or serious criminal trespass; and (b) the other person— (i) is a participant in the same 

organisation; and (ii) commits an offence against aggravated trespass or serious criminal trespass.  

Maximum penalty—3,000 penalty units ($400,350 currently) or 10 years imprisonment.  

‘Premises’ includes, but is not limited to (Criminal Code, s1): 

(a) a building or structure, or part of a building or structure, of any type; and 

(b) a group of, or part of a group of, buildings or structures, of any type; and 

(c) the land or water where a building or structure or a group of buildings or structures is 

situated; and 

(d) a vehicle, or a caravan; and 

(e) a tent, or a cave; and 

(f) premises in which more than 1 person has ownership. 

Criminal Code (Trespass Offences) Amendment Bill 2019 Submission No. 029








