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 Dear Members,
 Thank you for the opportunity to provide feedback on the Summary Offences and Other Legislation
 Amendment Bill 2019.
 I am writing to you to express my deep concern and opposition to these new laws, which are disproportionate,
 overreaching, and appear to have no evidential basis.

 I am especially concerned with the excessive police powers within this proposed legislation. Police have broad
 stop and search powers in Queensland, under the Police Powers and Responsibilities Act 2000 which they
 already use liberally to conduct (arguably unlawful) searches on people suspected of being involved in
 activism. Greater police discretion means more power for those in charge and more ability to use force when it
 is expedient. This could have the effect of l imiting the freedom of movement, political communication, and
 speech of individuals involved in the climate movement. Furthermore,  it is likely that these new powers could
 be applied in arbitrary and possibly discriminatory ways, impacting members of already marginalised groups
 further.
 Additionally, this Bill will grant Police increased authority to issue fines for activities related to protesting.
 Vesting police with this discretion about whether certain protesting activities.

 Best Regards,

 Isabella Pearson
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